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P R E F A C E

T
H E  fo llo w in g  w ork on B okhara  to w hich  I  have g iven  the 

title "Journeys a n d  S tud ies in  B okhara", and  in  w hich  I  

have endeavoured to g iv e  a survey  o f  th is  country, is one o f  the 

results o f  m y  jo u rn eys  in M id  a n d  Central A sia  in 1896— 9 7  and  

1898— 99. I t  does no t claim  to be an exhaustive, w ork on this 

in teresting  O riental realm , b u t /  h a ve  though t th a t som e o f  the 

in form ation  g iv e n  here m ig h t contribute to the know ledge o f  

these regions w hich  have  been too little  explored h itherto; even  

i f  B okhara is now  the va ssa l sta te  o f  R ussia , it  has up to our 

ow n  tim e gone on in its ow n old-fash ioned  w ays, a n d  the E uro­

pean influence perceptible here a n d  there is bu t superficial.

A s  I  have  w ished  th a t som e sections m ig h t be read indepen­

den tly  o f  the others, I  hope the reader w ill  excuse som e repeti­

tions no w  a n d  then.

The details w hich  appear in  the book have been gathered  by 

autopsy a n d  by questioning B okharan  officials and  other na tives  

w hom  I  m et on m y  jo urneys, also R u ssia n  officers, especially 

the F inn ish  captain K ivekaes w ho  h a s travelled through P a m ir  

in  a ll directions fo r  m an y years. 1 spoke R ussian  a n d  Usbegic, 

so tha t interpreters, were only em ployed fo r  the Tadjik language. 

I  have  n o t treated o f  Oaran a n d  V akhan  in th is  book, as I  

have  g iven  a detailed description o f  these provinces in  m y  book



" Through the  u n k n o w n  P a m irs”. (V a k h a n  a n d  G aran) W .H ein e-  

m ann . London. The la tter book therefore fo rm s  a supp lem en t to  

the presen t w ork . In  the preparation o f  th is  vo lum e I  h a v e  con­

su lte d  the w o rk s  g iv e n  in  the lis t o f  literature. The m ap  has  

been d ra w n  on the base o f  the  w e ll-kn o w n  40  V erst m ap  w ith  

contribu tions fro m  m y  ow n deta iled  m aps w h ich  m a y  be fo u n d  

in  those o f  m y  pa m phle ts  w h ich  are no ted  dow n  in  the  lis t  o f  

literature. In  " Through the u n k n o w n  P a m irs” I  h a v e  g iv e n  the  

deta ils  o f  m y  tw o  jo u rn eys in  A s ia  (1 s t and  2 n d  D a n ish  P a m ir  

E xpeditions) a n d  h a ve  therefore om itted  them  here.

O. O L U F SE N .
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B O K H A R A

IN T R O D U C T IO N

T
h e  realm  of B okhara of to-day, om itting the small eastern part, 
the W est Pam ir provinces, is shaped  like a half-m oon the convex 
side of w hich points tow ards the M ahom etan centre, M ecca, and 

the concave tow ards the Altai m ountains. I m ust draw  attention 
to  this accidental circumstance, apparen tly  symbolic. T he broad 
sides of th is long  narrow  continental realm  w hich from  the south ­
east, from  “ the roof of the w o rld ” , stretches north-w est to  the 
A ral-Caspian hollow , po in t tow ards M ecca, the sacred city of the 
crescent from  w hich Islam spread to  the Interior of Asia, and 
tow ards the Altai m ountains, the  native land of the Turks, w ho
now  govern th is sw orn realm of th e  Sunnism . F o r in no  other
country  is Islam m ore firmly established than in Bokhara, now here 
is daily life m ore dependen t upon  religion than here, and no ­
w here has the  Turkish suprem acy been  p roved  m ore unfit to  guide 
a coun try  on the w ay of culture than  here, in  spite of m any other 
good  qualities in the Turks. C onsequen tly  the Emirs, form erly so 
m ighty and dom inating in the In terior of Asia, have been  obliged 
to  subm it to  Russia. In 1868 w hen  Sam arkand, then belonging to 
Bokhara, w as occupied by  the Russians, the  w hole realm  becam e 
the vassal state of Russia.

In a w ay  it m ust be regretted  th a t this country  w hich is so in­
teresting will b y  degrees be  deprived  of its old-fashioned O riental
character, and  like the m any o ther visitors to  Bokhara I am  happy 
in having seen all the peculiarities of the country  w hile it and 
its people are still the sam e as in th e  days of Tam erlan, b u t w hen 
one th inks of the atrocities com m itted  here before the Russians be­
came the advisers of the B okharan kings, the people m ust be  con-

O l u f se n : B o k h a r a . 1



gratu lated  u p o n  this change w hich affords the  individuals better 
conditions of life; and  from  a scientific po in t of v iew  one  m ust 
also be grateful to  the Russians because they  have alw ays allow ed 
the natives to  be their ow n m asters in dom estic questions, only 
tak ing  care to  rem ove the g ravest abuses of pow er and  the brutal 
influence of old superstition ; thus B okhara is still for a g o o d  tim e 
secured  against being  arrayed in  E uropean  garm ent, an d  it will be 
long  before the original O rienta l character vanishes, and  the electric 
w ires are in troduced. The Em ir of Bokhara still lives as in days of 
y o re  behind  his high crenelated walls, and his sub ject k ings, the 
Begs, still keep up their old-fashioned court in  the  rom antic dism al 
castles. T he m eandering streets w ith  the flat-roofed m u d  houses, 
the  m osques and  m edresses are n o t y e t d isturbed  b y  houses built 
in the E u ropean  style; M ullahs, D ervishes, C alandars an d  D evannahs 
still crow d in  the sacred spo ts as centuries ago. S low ly and  sedately  
the  caravan of camels crosses the  w ide deserts and  steppes, the tw o ­
w heeled A rba jolts along the rough  roads, and  the d o n k ey  loaded  from  
ears to  tail patiently w alks on  his sh o rt th in  legs like drum sticks; the 
dogs th ro n g  in  the M ahom etan  burial g rounds and  the  vu ltures round  
the dead  bod ies of the  camels. T he „Ä bläh-A kbar“ of th e  M uedd in  
accom panied by  the  bray ing  of donkeys and  cooing  of turtle-doves 
is alw ays ringing across the orchards and  rice-fields of the oases; 
the m ysticism  of inclosure prevails everyw here; the  ga tes of the  
tow ns are shu t up at night, the  h o u se  gates barred  against in truders, 
and  the aversion to  keeping  intim ate com pany w ith  th e  Christian 
d ogs is the  sam e as in  the  m iddle age; n o t desire b u t force has 
b ro u g h t the  M ahom etan in  connection  w ith  the E u ro p e a n ; I dare say 
th a t n o n e  b u t the rollers perch ing  in a row  on the telegraph-w ires 
have vo luntarily  anything to  d o  w ith  one of the  speaking-tubes of 
E uropean  civilization.

Into th is country  in the In terior of Asia w hich is far from  the 
w ay of O cean  travellers and  inclosed by  w ild deserts, w ide  steppes 
and  im passable m ountains w e shall now  proceed.

T H E  B O U N D A R IE S  O F  T H E  EM IRA TE O F  B O K H A R A

run in the  m ain tow ards the east from  K aram uk in the Alai m ountains 
dow n th ro u g h  H igh Pam ir a lm ost in a straight line w est of the lake 
of Yashilkul (Yellow Lake) to  the  village of Langarkish o r L angarkisht 
on  the  junction  of the Pam ir D arya and th e  P an d sh  in  th e  province 
of V akhan, so that the w hole te rrito ry  in W est Pam ir w hich is in ­



habited th ro u g h o u t the year belongs to  Bokhara, but the eastern 
Pam ir w ith its high deserts and steppes w ith their sparse Kirghiz 
nom adic population  belongs to  Russia, being subject to  the G o­
vernm ent of T urkestan. T he w hole sou th  boundary  tow ards Afghani­
stan is form ed by  the river A m u D arya and  its main source Pandsh 
from  Langarkish th rough  the provinces of V akhan, Garan, Shugnan, 
Roshan, D arvas and  Afghan T urkestan  to  the point of Bossagy on 
the A m u D arya abou t 53 kilom etres north-w est of the tow n  of 
Kelif. F rom  here  the w est boundary  tow ards the land of the Tur­
kom ans or Transcaspia follows the w est bank  of the A m u D arya 
as far as im m ediately north  of T urpak  Kala (Clay Fortress) and  Ka- 
vakly, so that all the oases on  the w estern  bank of the A m u D arya 
except Kerki, in M ay 1887 m ade over to  Russia by  the Emir, be­
long  to  B okhara and  the geographical w estern boundary  tow ards 
Russia is form ed here by the desert of Kara Kum  (Black Sand). 
W here the w est boundary  ends, B okhara w ith an  insignificant nor­
thern  b o undary  m eets in the desert its born  enem y, the  K hanate 
of Khiva, w hich, like the Bokhara peop le  in T urpak Kala, has its 
frontier fortress and  custom -house in D aya Katin Kala. T hus the 
A m u D arya from  B ossagy to  Kavakly runs exclusively th ro u g h  Bok­
haran territory. T he northern  b o undary  of Bokhara tow ards Russia 
east of the A m u D arya runs from  the  fortress of M etebly or M akta- 
b ly  (School Fortress) sou th  of the  d istrict of P etro  A lexandrow sk 
(this w as form erly called T ört or D o rt g jül =  T he F o u r Flow ers 
or Roses, and has been taken from  K hiva b y  the Russians) through 
the desert of Kizil Kum  (Red Sand), across the isolated m ountain 
ridges Sussi K aratau, Arslan-tau (The L ion or P anther M ountains), 
K asak-tau (The Khirgiz M ountains) to  the highest po in t in  N ura-tau 
(The M ountains of the  Light). T he east boundary  tow ards the 
G overnm ent o f 'S e ra fsh a n  runs alm ost due south  em bracing in a 
large curve N ura-tau and  the  m ountains sou th  of this, A k-tau (W hite 
M ountains) along  the sixty sixth m eridian betw een the tow ns Zia- 
eddin  and K atta K urgan (The large Fortress) to  abou t 59 kilom etres 
north-east of Karshi on  th is m eridian. F rom  here the north  boun ­
dary  tow ards Russia or the G overnm ent-G eneral of T urkestan, the 
hom e of the Sarts, runs eastw ard follow ing the  crests of the  m oun­
tain ranges of Sam arkand-tau, the  H issar M ountains (The Palace 
M ountains), the Serafshan M ountains and  the Alai range (The Sum ­
m er range, possibly from  its m any luxuriant pastures w here the 
Kirghiz go  in  sum m er w ith their cattle; to  the  m ountain pastures the 
shepherds of the  resident people m ove to  live in sum m er huts or



sum m er villages, Ailäks or Yailäks, contrary  to  Kishlak o r K ishlak, 
w in ter village, the established tow ns) to  K aram uk.

It is easily seen th a t the  R ussians have taken care th a t the  Seraf- 
shan  (The G old  S trew er; saraf =  exchange-broker) w ith  its tribu ­
taries runs w ithin Russian territo ry  p ro p er and  only  its low er channel­
like course w ithin B okharan te rrito ry . H ere the R ussians have acted 
deliberately, thus being able to  p rov ide p len ty  of w ater fo r the  large 
oasis of Sam arkand and to  con tro l the  E m ir of B okhara  b y  cu t­
ting  off the  Serafshan, on  w hose w ater the  existence of the  tow n  of 
B okhara and  all su rround ing  villages depends. Such  a step  w ould  
very  soon  reduce the  B okharan g o v ernm en t to  com pliance.

M ore than  tw o thirds of B okhara , the  m iddle and  eastern  part, 
is m oun ta inous coun try  w hich in P am ir and  the H issar M ounta ins 
rises to  a trem endous height; of the  last th ird  th e  sm aller p a rt is 
steppe and  the  rem nant is half desert or desolate quick-sand desert. 
T hat the  coun try  is inhabitable is due  to  th e  m oun ta ins in w hose
valleys, sheltered against th e  w ind , im m ense m asses of snow  are
heaped  u p  in  w inter, w hich in spring  and  early sum m er, w hen  the 
snow  m elts, g ive w ater to  m any  rivers all of w hich jo in  the
three principal rivers, O xus o r A m u  D arya, Serafshan (The Poly- 
tim etus of th e  ancients) and K ashka D arya. O n  these th ree  rivers 
depends th e  habitableness of all B okhara; if the  w hole coun try  w ere 
low land like the  north-w estern  p art from  abou t 66 0 long itude  East, 
G reenw ich, all w ould  be a desolate, lonely, im passable desert. Its 
continental situation and  excessive continental clim ate w ith  a very  
dry  sum m er lasting often from  the  m iddle of A pril to  N ovem ber 
w ould  irrem ediably reduce the  coun try  to  a desolate lunar land ­
scape, if th e  rivers during th e  d ry  sum m er did n o t w ater it, having 
such a surp lus of w ater after leaving the m ountains as to  be able 
w ith o u t any  affluents to  pene tra te  in to, and  as 'far as the A m u
D arya is cencerved, to  traverse th e  sandy  desert.

T he m ounta inous coun try  in Pam ir and  H issar is traversed  by  
num berless rivers w inding rap id ly  th rough  narrow  valleys w hose 
u p p er parts  are desolate, filled w ith  fragm ents of rock  and  al­
m ost im passable, w hereas the  m iddle and  low er parts  contain  n u ­
m erous, w ell cultivated oases w here all plants can th rive in the fer­
tile loess w hich is artificially irrigated. The longer th e  rivers and  
the w ider the  valleys are, th e  g rea ter is the loss of w a te r on  their 
w ay  th ro u g h  the tilled oases, n o t least ow ing to  the  eno rm ous eva­
po ration  in sum m er; their low er course is therefore generally  com para­
tively w aterless; several d isappear in sandy deserts, saline fens and



pools, for instance the Serafshan and  K ashka D arya, w hich waters 
Shahar (Shahar-i-Sebbs =  The G reen Tow n), and  even the m ighty 
O xus is on  its outlet in to  Lake A ral a shallow, idly flowing river 
w hose main course is hardly to  be distinguished from  the other 
delta arms. T he m ountains are w ildly rom antic; glaciers and per­
petual snow  alternate w ith high-deserts, granite and slate peaks, ver­
tical rocky walls of quartz and mica-slate, thousands of feet high, 
desolate valleys covered with stones, rounded  b y  the w ater, green 
grass-grow n terraces w here the nom ads live, idyllic villages shaded 
b y  m ulberry trees, willows and poplars, quick-sand stretches w here 
no th ing  bu t the tam arisk grow s here and  there. T he low land is flat, 
lonely, sparingly grass-grow n, covered w ith sterile clay w here the 
barkhans whirl up  o r  w ith sheer fine sand in w hose dunes the 
camel w ades to  the belly. Salt-fields cover large plains, the springs 
are few and  often saline, nothing b u t a few reeds, tam arisks and 
saxaul cheer th e  w anderer and show  him  his w ay th rough  the 
intricate regions. N ow here in the  large north-w estern low land is 
life of any kind except on the low er course of the K ashka D arya 
and  Serafshan in the rich centres in the Interior of Asia, Bokhara 
and  Karshi, and  on its bo rder along  the A m u D arya w here the 
narrow  stretch of arable soil is circum scribed by  wild sand deserts 
righ t from  the K undus-darya to  Khiva.

To facilitate the survey  I shall to  the  m ore detailed description 
of the  surface w ithin the boundaries of B okhara prem ise a division 
of the coun try  into 3  parts according to  the physiognom y of its 
territory  viz. 1. M o u n ta in  B o k h a ra ,  the  w hole easterly part to  
abou t the 66 th meridian, 2. S te p p e  B o k h a r a  betw een the latter 
and  the curve of the Serafshan across K arakul and  3. D e s e r t  B o k ­
h a r a  or Kizil K um  in the north-w est. In M ountain  B okhara the 
large tributary stream  of the  A m u D arya, the V akhs (Surkhab or 
Kizil-su) m akes a topographic b o undary  betw een the tw o main m oun­
tain g roups of Pam ir and Hissar, and  therefore I shall im m ediately 
for the survey  divide the m ountainous coun try  in to; 1. T h e  B o ­
k h a r a n  P a m ir  M o u n ta in s ,  and  2. T h e  B o k h a ra n  H is s a r  M o u n ­
ta in s ;  the form er com prise the inhabited  Pam ir betw een the above 
m entioned boundary  line, the  P andsh  and  the Vakhs, i. e. Pam ir 
w ith  its spurs tow ards the south-w est, and  the latter the  Hissar 
m ountain ridge w ith its sou thern  spurs dow n to  the valley of the 
A m u D arya.



M O U N T A IN  B O K H A R A

T H E  B O K H A R A N  P A M IR  M O U N T A IN S

O f th e  extensive m ountain  giant, Pam ir, situate be tw een  ab o u t 37° 
and  40° la titude N orth  and 71 and  76° longitude East, G reenw ich , a 
considerable p a rt of the  highest, w ildest and m ost rom antic m o u n ­
tains, are w ith in  B okharan te rrito ry ; fo r although P am ir falls tow ards 
the  w est, the  transition from  m ounta in  to  valley is here  m ore  ab rup t 
than  in  E ast Pam ir w here the  physiognom y of the coun try , consisting  
of looser m aterial, is dep en d en t u p o n  the special m eteoro logical con ­
ditions ow ing  to  the steady  levelling and  disin tegrating ac tion  caused  
b y  frost and  w ater; the w hole reg ion  is in fact m ore like a plateau 
above w hich  m ountain  ridges and  peaks pro ject like ru ins from  the 
desert o r p o o r  high steppe (O . O lufsen: M eteorological O bservations 
from  P am ir 1 8 9 8 — 99. C openhagen  1903). In W est P am ir the  m ain 
source of th e  O xus, the  P andsh , w ith  its m any tribu taries forces its 
w ay  th ro u g h  deep  intricate valleys w ith  alm ost inaccessible slopes, 
the  m oun ta ins stand out w ith sharper peaks and  ridges, perpetual 
snow  covers m ost of the tops, and  in the  northern  parts  the B o­
kharan  P am ir contains som e of th e  m ost extensive glaciers in  Pam ir, 
thus the glacier of P eter the  G rea t o r P eriokhtau  w ith  spu rs  in the 
D arvas and  V andsh  m ountains w hose  height exceeds 7 0 0 0  m etres 
above sea-level and in a stretch  of only  som e 100  kilom etres 
tow ards the  sou th-w est falls to  a heigh t of abou t 14— 1600  m etres 
in the  valley  of P andsh  river. T he m ountain  Tadjiks, G altshas, as 
they  are often  term ed, live in  the  valleys on  the river banks or on 
the terraces w here the m ountain  b rooks run o r ooze dow n , they  
are th e  scattered  or left rem nan ts of the  oldest Iranian peo p le ; for 
som e reason  o r other, —  several m ight be m entioned  .but n o  one 
p roved , —  they have retired to  these  rem ote reg ions w hich only  
recently  have been discovered. In these valleys h idden  from  the  
w orld w hich contain a g o o d  deal of mysticism , as does P am ir o n  the  
w hole, and  w here the popu la tion  separated b y  m ighty  m ountain  
ridges lead an alm ost sub terranean  existence, m any sm all k ingdom s 
or Em irates w ere form ed in o lden  tim e, all of w hose princes p ro ­
fessed them selves descendants of A lexander the G reat. N ow  and  
then  one sm all realm  subdued  the  other, som etim es th e  ne ighbouring  
great pow ers and rulers of the  w orld  entering here sub juga ted  the  
m ountain  Tadjiks, b u t the invasions have n o t caused m ore  change 
in the  habits and  conditions of life of the small realm s than  a sho rt



show er on a sum m er day. T hey w ere certainly nothing b u t short 
raids, as the conquerors from  the richer valleys and oases w ere not 
tem pted to  a constan t stay here far aw ay from  the pulsing life in 
the  main tow ns of Central A sia; the o ld  Iranians m ust very soon 
have recovered their breath behind their m ountains, the strong  castles 
given them  by  nature, and language, types, m anners and  custom s 
retained their local character. E ven now  each small glen form s a 
province or realm by itself, and descendants of the  old m ountain 
princes exercise governm ent; they  are nom inally subject kings, 
governors or „B egs“ , as they  are term ed, under the Emir of 
Bokhara, bu t actually independent, as the  B okharan control is no t 
very  effective.

P a m ir  of w hose inhabited w estern  part we shall m ainly speak 
here is according to  som e authors already m entioned in the Avesta, 
the sacred books of the adherents of Z oroaster, presum ably da­
ting  back as far at least as 600  years before Christ; it m entions 
bo th  the main rivers of Turkestan, th e  S yr and A m u D arya, under 
the nam es of R angha and Ardvi-sura. T he A vesta also know s the 
regions on the  Serafshan (Bokhara and  Sam arkand) under the  nam e 
of S ogd  or Ssughdha and Bactria, the  present Afghan Turkestan 
and M argiana, the regions abou t M erv  and the river M urghab in 
Transcaspia. It is possible that the  A vesta know s also abou t Pam ir, 
as Ardvi-sura, sung  as a sacred river, is said to  com e dow n from 
Hara Bereza'iti (The H igh M ountain), w hereby  Pam ir and the neigh­
bouring  m ountains w ere probably  m ean t; but, still, I am  m ore in­
clined to  believe tha t by  this are m eant the  E lburs m ountains south 
of the Caspian. The Iranian m yths relate that here is the cradle 
of m ankind. It is said to  have been  form erly a charm ing country 
abounding  w ith  fruits and other delicious th ings, b u t w hen  the 
w ickedness of m an grew  great, th is E den  w as destroyed b y  G od 
by  means of snakes, snow , and sandstorm s. Pam ir is also called 
Bam -i-dunya m eaning the  roof of the  w orld , and the very  w ord  of 
Pam ir or P am er is perhaps connected w ith the w ord of “M iridan” 
w hich m eans “ to  be injured by  fro s t” and w ith the O ld  Iranian 
roo t “ m ar” =  to  die, and  etym ologically it m eans a cold, desolate, 
dead country  exposed to the  w inds, w hich agrees excellently with 
East Pam ir; for th is region w ith its lakes, Rangkul og  Karakul, forms 
the transition betw een the central and  perific parts of Asia, and 
especially the  surroundings of the  lake of Karakul illustrate very 
well our idea of the appearance of a dead  lunar landscape.

O n the o ther hand it agrees less or no t at all with the  Bokharan,



inhabited  P am ir w ith its m any charm ing  valleys w here g rapes, figs, 
alm onds, apricots, peaches and  m ulberries abound , and  th e  climate 
differing from  the w indy, ro u g h  an d  d ry  clim ate in E ast P am ir is 
often  m agnificent and exceedingly  healthy. T he w o rd  P am ir is, 
indeed , never used  b y  the natives of the  w estern  inhabited  valleys; 
here  on ly  the  o ld  nam es of the provinces occur, V akhan, Ishkashim , 
G aran , S hugnan , Roshan and  D arvas, and  w hen  asked  ab o u t the  
situation  of Pam ir, the  T adjiks alw ays answ er tha t b y  P am ir is 
m eant on ly  the  plateaulike s tep p e  o r desert h ighland from  the 
Transalai range to  V akhan ro u n d  th e  lakes of K arakul (The Black 
Lake), R angkul (The G rass Lake), Yashilkul (The Yellow Lake), 
B ulunkul, T uskul (The Salt Lake), Sassikkul (The S tink Lake), G as- 
kul (The G o o se  Lake), the four latter east of Yashilkul in  A litshur- 
Pam ir, S o rku l or V ictoria Lake (The Salt Lake), all m o re  o r less 
saline, o r  in  o ther w ords the T ransalai range, K argoshy  Pam ir, the 
M urghab  m ountains, the  eastern  p a rt of the  A litshur range, the  
P am ir and  V akhan m ountains, consequen tly  the  territo ry  w hich is 
so  elevated th a t constant hab itation  is n o t possible, th a t trees can­
n o t thrive (on ly  on  Y oem antal near th e  pass of N aisatash o r N esa- 
tash  (Spear S tone) in  A litshur, ro u n d  Yashilkul and  on  th e  Pam ir- 
darya (tribu tary  of the P andsh) g ro w  low  willows, roses an d  tam a­
risks), w here th e  grass-grow th is scarce along  the m oun ta in  b rooks 
an d  on th e  banks of the  rivers an d  lakes, w here b rea th ing  is very  
m uch im peded  b y  the th in air, w here  th e  m ountain-sickness rem inding  
one  of th e  sea-sickness is com m on, and  w here the  traveller o ften  suffers 
from  headache, b leeding from  th e  nose and  palpitation of th e  heart 
the  dry  air, on ly  abou t 10 %  relative m oisture, in connection  w ith  an  
intense rad iation  of the sun m akes th e  skin of hands and  face peel 
off in rags, and  no th ing  is seen  b u t th e  sand, g ravel and  slate 
m asses of th e  m ountains. A nd  nevertheless th is inhospitab le coun ­
try  is inhabited  alm ost th ro u g h o u t the  year, the  h igher regions, 
indeed, on ly  during  the sum m er w hich lasts tw o o r th ree  m onths 
and  is n o t rarely in terrup ted  b y  snow storm s in  Ju ly  an d  A ugust, 
b u t still th e  A litshur Kirghiz live in Pam ir the  w hole y ea r ro u n d , in 
the  dep th  of w in ter only  rem oving  their cam ps to  the  m iddle course 
of the  P am ir-darya sheltered b y  a few  low  copses of w illow  and 
tam arisk.

B ut th e  m ountains in E ast Pam ir, abou t east of the 7 3 th  m eridian, 
canno t be physically separated  from  th e  w estern  from  w hich th ey  
differ in so  m any respects, an d  therefo re  the  division, s tep p e  or 
desert P am ir for the  eastern parts  and  dale Pam ir fo r th e  w estern ,



Bokharan, is com m only used and is very  characteristic. In W est 
Pam ir deserts or steppes on  a large scale do  no t exist. H ere there 
is only room  in the bottom  of the valley and on the terraces for cul­
tivated oases or grass fields bordered  by  steep, generally naked 
slopes, and the transition betw een earth  and heaven is in the per­
petual snow  or in greenish blue glittering glaciers.

K n o w l e d g e  o f  P a m ir  in  f o r m e r  T im e s .  T r a v e l s .  In 
form er tim es th e  know ledge in E u rope  of the countries of Pam ir 
in  a w ider sense was very  scarce, and  it is very  doubtful w hether 
on the w hole Pam ir itself w as know n. H erodotus, E ratosthenes, 
S trabo and Ptolem aeus w ere all aw are of the A m u and S yr Darya. 
T he journeys of A lexander the G reat threw  som e light upon  the 
countries of Central Asia, and his nam e, “ Iskandär” is well know n 
and  highly honoured  in all the P am ir realm s. H e did no t penetrate 
as far as these regions, bu t he m ay possibly have learned som e­
th ing th rough  rum ours from  the native Iranians in Bactria, Sogdiana 
(Sogd) and M argiana w hich as far back  as history dates have, like 
the  Chinese, always been in a sort of contact w ith the population 
of the Pam ir countries, the m erchants, a t any  rate, even if not 
the governm ents. Thus natives in V akhan to ld  m e tha t Chinese 
m erchants from  tim e imm emorial had  visited th is province selling 
tea and corals, the red corals (M ardyan) being a favourite female 
ornam ent, tha t Chinese coins w ere th e  only  ones know n, and  that 
the Chinese had  no t ceased to appear until a very  recent tim e under 
the Afghan, Russian and Bokharan governm ent. O n  the north 
bank of the lake of Yashilkul I found  during  m y journeyings in 
1898— 99 ruins of Chinese in trenchm ents and rem nants of a tow er 
w here there w ere hew n granite blocks w ith Chinese decorations (see 
G eografisk Tidsskrift Vol. 15; p. 177). It seem s certain, then, that 
the Chinese have had a firm footing  in East Pam ir; w e do  not 
know  w hether they have possessed the Iranian valley realm s of 
W est Pam ir; n o  traces occur, as far as I know . Som e are of opinion 
tha t they ex tended  their sw ay to  Badakhshan w est of the  Pandsh 
river. C hina has possibly under the  H an dynasty  in the  third 
century  before C hrist during the warlike troubles betw een Yuetshi, 
H iungnu and the Greek-Bactrian realm s stretched its tentacles as 
far as here, b u t no th ing  is know n w ith certainty neither of the 
relation of the Chinese to  the Pam ir realm s nor w hether the  latter 
have been under the  sw ay of the G reek-Bactrian realm. China



has left no  trace here as is th e  case w ith  the  G reek-B actrian realm  
in o ld  m yths still know n in these  regions.

M uch g o es to  show  tha t the  Pam irs have vo luntarily  done 
hom age to  th e  O ccidental conquero rs; the regard  fo r th e  nam e of 
Iskandar bears w itness to  this, b u t neither China no r Bactria w ere 
p robab ly  firm ly established here ; the  glens, so exceedingly  difficult 
of access, w here  supply  and com m unication w ere nearly  im possible, 
and  w here the  tro o p s  w ould risk every  m om ent finding them selves in a 
cul de sac frigh tened  aw ay possible invaders, so that the  advance of th e  
G reek-B actrian  realm  w as restrained b y  the  m ountains of B adakhshan, 
and  the  C hinese w ere obliged to  s to p  w here the p lateaulike te rrito ry  
passes in to  the wild glens tow ards the w est. A part from  this the  
m ountain  valleys w ere to o  valueless for a conquero r to  stake an y ­
th ing to  obtain  them . In his excellent b o o k ; “ D ie P am irgeb ie te” , W . 
G eiger g ives a survey of the con tac t and  connection be tw een  the  
P am irs and  their eastern and  w estern  neighbours from  the earliest 
tim es to  th e  presen t day, and  to  th e  details given here I d raw  a tten ­
tion. It seem s undoub ted ly  p ro v ed  tha t those  w ho w ere ob liged  to  
cross the  h uge  extensive m ounta ins either for pu rposes of trade, in 
v irtue  of the ir office, from  love of travelling or in th e  function  of 
m issionaries have purposely  shirked the mystical d eep  m ountain  
valleys in W est Pam ir, choosing th e  rou tes north  and so u th  of them .

F rom  the countries north  of Pam ir, from  the oases of the  S yr 
D arya and Serafshan, the road  even  then  crossed the easily accessible 
passes in the  Alai m ountains, the  Alai steppe and  E ast P am ir to  
K ashgaria, T ibet and  China. F ro m  the countries so u th  of Pam ir, 
from  India and  A fghanistan to  B okhara, Khiva, M erv etc. th e re  w as 
the road  across Karshi and G usar to  the  valley of the  A m u D arya  and 
from  here  southw ard  the passes in the southern  B adakhshan  to  
N orthw est India or across Balkk and  K hulm  in A fghan T urkestan 
and  the  pass of Bamian in  the  sou th  to  the K abul valley  o r from  
th e  n o rth  across H erat, Ferrakh , G iriskh and K andahar th ro u g h  Af­
ghanistan to  India. These rou tes  are the m ost passable, and  the 
te rrito ry  be ing  here of a m ore o pen  character, the w ider view  side­
w ays m akes it easier for the  caravans to  avoid sudden  attacks than  
w hen  w ind ing  th rough  no end  of narrow  valleys in H issar and 
Pam ir w here it w as im possible in  tim e to  detect an am bush .

T hus B okharan  Pam ir and  in  part the H issar valleys w ere far 
aw ay from  the main rou tes in  C entral Asia, and  w ith o u t exag­
gerating  it m ay  be said tha t nex t to  no th ing  w as k now n  of 
them  till in to  the  19th century , and  this is especially the  case



w ith the Pam ir valleys which only  a t the  end o{ the 19th and the 
beginning of the 20eth  century have been explored by European 
investigators.

O f the countries on  the m iddle course of the A m u D arya in 
the present A fghan Turkestan w e hear from  the  earliest tim es and 
likewise of the  oases 
on  the Serafshan and 
A m u D arya w hose 
flourishing realm s had 
always w ith shorter 
interruptions connec­
tion w ith the large 
w orld in the east and 
w est, b u t as to  the 
Pam irs history  is si­
lent. B uddhism  which 
had once found favour 
w ith Bokhara has pos­
sibly had a slight con­
tact w ith its m ountain 
provinces; of th is w e 
know  no th ing , but 
w hen the A rabs had 
conquered C entral A- 
sia in the 7 th  and  8th 
centuries Islam m ade 
its w ay by  degrees 
in to  the Pam ir val­
leys, bu t very  slowly, 
and as regards G aran

and V akhan only in R e m m a n ts  o f  a C h in e s e  to w e r  n e a r  th e  l a k e  o i  Y a s h ilk u l .

the 19th century, and
the Islamitic conquerors have left no  records of the realm s of 
Pamir. A n observation of the p resen t prim e minister in Bokhara, 
D jän M irza D ivam begi, a very  intelligent and learned M ussul­
m an bears w itness to  the fact that the  know ledge of the  Pamir 
valleys has been  extrem ely slight n o t only in E urope and in the 
Asiatic civilized countries connected  w ith this part of the w orld, 
bu t also in the  neighbouring localities. H e told m e that, as 
far as his know ledge of ancient h isto ry  w ent, and as far as one 
could judge, the Pam ir valleys, except K arategin and D arvas, had



alw ays be longed  to  the w orld  of m yth. Intercourse w ith  them  
had  alw ays b een  slight, they  w ere n o t w orth  m uch be ing  sparsely  
popu la ted  and  a refuge to  w hich crim inals resorted , because they  
could  as well take the chance of losing their heads th e re  as in 
B okhara. A lthough  noth ing  can w ith  certainty be based  o n  such 
an  observation , I have p u t it dow n  as it agrees w ith th e  op in ion  
of h istory.

D uring  m y  journey ings in th e  P am ir valleys in 1896, 98 and  
99  I often m et w ith  such rov ing  fugitives, and  at the  end  of 1896, 
w hen  I g o t an  audience of the  Em ir of Bokhara, Sait A bdu l A khad, 
after hav ing  as th e  first E uropean  traversed  V akhan and  G aran  on  
the  righ t b an k  of th e  P andsh, and  gave him  an accoun t of m y 
jou rney ings in  these countries w hich belong  to  him , he said to  m e 
th a t he  w as very  glad to  hear of them  as people in B okhara  knew  
no th ing  of these  regions, indeed, th ey  only  in 1896 su rren d ered  to  
Bokhara, b u t also from  a purely  political-geografical p o in t of view  
they  w ere  h itherto  practically ignoran t of them , ow ing to  th e  excee­
dingly  difficult access.

Jenghis K han in  the  13th and  T im ur in  the 14th cen tu ry  had  
very  little o r  no th ing  w hatever to  d o  w ith  the valleys on  th e  upper 
Pandsh . B u t in th e  13th cen tury  (1272— 73) M arco P o lo  traverses 
these  regions passing B adakhshan and  m ountain  P am ir b y  Shib- 
arkhan  and  Balk, and he m ay possib ly  have taken the  sam e rou te  
th ro u g h  V akhan  as I in  1896, b u t the  details given b y  him  are 
of the  slightest. In 1602 the Jesu it father, B enedict G oes, passes 
B adakhshan and  Pam ir on his w ay  from  India to  Yarkand. Jo u rn ey in g  
from  A fghanistan  to  Bokhara M oorcro ft in 1827 and  A lexander B urnes 
in  1832 to u ch  at Badakhshan, b u t n o t a t the  P andsh  valleys in 
Pam ir. F inally  there  is Jo h n  W o o d ’s journeys to  the  sources of the 
O xus, and  to  him  w e are indeb ted  for the  first reliable know ledge 
of these  regions. H e visited in the  w in ter 1838 V ictoria Lake (Sor- 
kul) in H igh Pam ir, the sou th  b an k  of th e  V akhan and  B adakhshan. 
A b o u t 1870 a few “native exp lo re rs” visit from  India th e  so u thern  
V akhan  and  an Indian su rveyo r A bdu l Subhan, m em ber of the  
expedition of D ouglas F o rsy th  in 1873— 74 passes even th e  presen t 
A fghan b ank  of the  P andsh  valley on  his w ay from  Ishkashim  by  
K alai-bar-Pandsh (The Castle above  P andsh) in S hugnan  to  Kalai V a­
m ar in Roshan. A t the  sam e tim e as the  latter expedition an d  la ter 
on  are som e journeyings of Russian explorers in th e  s tep p es and 
high deserts of East Pam ir and likewise som e Russian explorations 
in the  H issar m ountains, bu t n o t in  the  P andsh  valleys. In 1878— 81



an Indian P undit, M unshi A bdul S ubhan, again passes a few parts 
of the inhabited Pam ir valleys, b u t w as prevented from  m aking 
exact m easurem ents and notes, and  in 1881— 83 H ofrath Albert 
Regel visited the  P andsh  valley from  the north as far as Shugnan, 
entered Kalai K hum b in D arvas as the  first E uropean and visited 
m any valleys in the Hissar m ountains. Finally the grea t Russian 
Pam ir expedition in 1883 m ay be recorded  keeping, indeed, princi­
pally to  East Pam ir w here the lonely highland and the access across 
the latter from  Turkestan to  India had by  degrees caught everyone’s 
in terest in these parts of Asia.

O nly  at the end of the 19th and  the  beginning of the 20eth  cen­
tu ry  do the Russians begin to  send a few topographers into the valley 
realms on the  P andsh  to  take sketches of the river courses which 
had, as we have seen, been nearly always consigned to  oblivion and 
in this no doub t fear of ven turing  th ither has been instrum ental. 
Since my exploration of V akhan in  1896 regular Russian posts have 
been established in Langarkish and  R ang in Ishkashim, and  in  K horok 
on the river G und  in Shugnan 1897— 98. U p to  th is tim e the only 
Russian post w as Pam irsky P o st on  the  M urghab in E ast Pamir, 
visited by  so m any travellers; b u t it seems to  have been nothing 
bu t a so rt of vedette to  w atch the  access from  India and China. 
W hether political reasons w ere concurren t I do  n o t know , bu t it 
does no t seem  to  have been used as a basis for explorations in 
the inhabited W est or S outh  Pam ir, being through  m any years an 
advanced m ilitary post and noth ing  else.

In a m ountain  country, especially one as m ighty as E ast Bo­
khara, the rivers po in t o u t the  inhabited regions. In the  following 
I shall therefore g roup  the description of the territory  round  the 
latter, being in th is case mainly one, th e  O xus, with its m any tri­
bu tary  stream s w hich w ater these in all respects in teresting valleys 
w here the  Iranian culture has sen t its furthest offshoots, east and 
south-east to  the sphere of interest of Turco-M ongois and Indians 
and north  and  north-w est to  th a t of Turcs and Russians.

In m y b o o k  “T hrough the unknow n  Pam irs, Vakhan and  G aran” , 
H einem ann, L ondon  1904, I have given a detailed account w ith maps 
of these tw o B okharan provinces o n  the  Pandsh, which in m y opinion 
m ust reasonably be reckoned as th e  m ain source of the O xus or 
A m u D arya. Som e consider A ksu (W hite River) the m iddle course 
of w hich is called M urghab (Bird River) and the low er V artang as 
the  main source, being larger and  m ore abounding in  w ater than 
the  Pandsh. Regarding this p art of Bokhara I shall therefore refer



to  th is b o o k  and  begin w here it ends, at the  ou tle t of the  river 
G u n d  into th e  P andsh  in the  p rov ince of Shugnan.

S om ew hat sou th  of the ou tle t of the  G und into  the  P andsh  
w here the  b o u n d ary  of the realm  o r province of G aran  is at the 
tunne l m en tioned  in “ T hrough the  unknow n P am irs” , the  o ld  P am ir 
realm  of S hugnan  begins w hich em braces the valley of th e  P an d sh  
ar far as the  tow er of D erbend  o r D arband  (D oor F asten ing  o r 
Barring) w hich is abou t 10 kilom etres sou th  of the river V artang, 
and  the  valley of the  S hakhdarra and  the inhabited p a rt of the 
G u n d  valley, b u t Bokhara possesses on ly  the eastern b an k  of the 
P an d sh  river. T hese tw o rivers m eet at a  distance of 7  k ilom etres 
from  the P andsh , and  after their junction  they  are called S utshan  
(see G eografisk  Tidskrift. Vol. 15; page 1— 9. “ D en  2. danske Pam ir- 
ekspeditions V interstation  1898— 99. О . O lufsen.”).

S h a k h d a r r a .  T he Shakhdarra (The H orn  River) w hose w ho le  run  
falls w ithin B okharan  te rrito ry  has its beginning near the  M as pass 
from  tw o sources, of w hich the northerly , Kok-bai (The B lue o r G reen  
B eg or M erchant) rises sou th  of th e  pass of the sam e nam e, and  
the southerly , T okele-tjokt, at the  eastern  end  of the  ab o u t 6000  
m etres h igh m ountain  colossus w hich  separates the  V akhan  valley  
from  the S hakhdarra valley. B oth  sources are situate at a heigh t of 
ab o u t 5000  m etres. F rom  the M as pass a rather easy passage leads 
across the  sm aller M as glacier from  th e  valley of P am ir-darya to  
the  Shakhdarra, and  passing along  the K ok-bai one crosses the  pass 
of the  sam e nam e (4390 m.) to  T okus-bulak  (Nine Sources), tr ibu ta ry  
stream  of the  G und. A no ther passage leads from  the rav ine of Zir- 
i-Zam in (U nder T he G round), g row n  w ith  willows and  tam arisks on 
the  Pam ir-darya, w here I have p itched  m y cam p several tim es, a  
sho rt d a y ’s m arch north  of L angarkish to  the sources of Tokele- 
tjok t and  from  here  dow n in to  th e  Shakhdarra valley.

If w e consider the Tokele-tjokt as the m ain source of S hakh ­
darra w hich is the  m ost reasonable th ing  to  do, as it is m ore con ­
siderable than  K ok-bai and com es dow n  from  the h igher range 
ro u n d  P eak  Zaritza M aria north-w est of Langarkish, a b o u t 6500  
m etres high accord ing  to  the  Russian m easurem ents, th e  S hakhdarra 
has a length  of abou t 134 kilom etres to  its outlet into th e  G u n d  o r 
Sutshan . T he junction  of the rivers G u n d  and  S hakhdarra  is at a 
heigh t of a b o u t 2050 , w hich m eans th a t the  course of S hakhdarra  has 
a fall of ab o u t 4 0 0 0  m etres o r  a b o u t 30  m etres in each kilom eter. 
F rom  the  partly  snow -clad m ounta in  colossus, attain ing to  a height



of 6000 m etres betw een the valleys of G und  and Shakhdarra w est 
of the lake of Turum tai-kul and  being  the w atershed betw een them  
north  and south , the Shakhdarra receives besides Kok-bai 14 affluents, 
of w hich the longest, D rum darra, is abou t 40 kilom etres long and 
runs th rough  a small alpine lake D rum kul or Trum kul (The Egg 
Lake, perhaps from  the m any birds b rood ing  on its banks). F rom  
the sou th  it receives 17 tributaries, all very  short, the longest, 
Turaly Djilga (The Prince Copse) only  abou t 17 kilom etres long, 
and  the others still shorter, ow ing to  the  steep incline of the m oun­
tains dow n to  the  valley on the sou thern  bank of the river. O n  
its m iddle course one sees from  the bo ttom  of the valley 2 5 0 0 —  
3000  m etres upw ard to  wild, m ighty snow -covered peaks of a height 
of about 6000  m etres whilst the range north  of the m iddle course 
of the river has m uch softer form ations and transitions. F rom  the 
south  the short m ountain brooks, often like water-falls, rush dow n 
through  narrow  ravines, having no banks, so to  speak; b u t those 
from  the north  have a m ore quiet course th rough  gentler valleys 
w hich w iden o u t and give room  here  and there for pastures and 
fields. The highest crests bo th  in sou th  and north  are unexplored 
like the upper courses of the tributaries.

O n its ou tle t into the G und, the Shakhdarra penetrates through  
a gate in the m ountains, so narrow  tha t a stone can be throw n 
from  one bank  to  another. The Tadjiks have, indeed, som etim e 
barred the access of the valley by  m eans of small fortresses of 
w hich rem nants are still seen. But once outside this gate which 
lends a highly mystical appearance to  the valley, and som e kilo­
m etres south-east, the valley w idening ou t gives room  to num e­
rous small kishlaks, all situate on the outlet of the small m ountain 
brooks into the main river on the m ore level slopes tha t have 
form ed from  the disintegrated material w hich has fallen dow n from 
the m ountains. O n  the stretch as far as D rum darra the valley is 
b road  and open, and here are g o o d  bridle-paths on bo th  banks, 
bu t from here upw ards there is b u t one path, now  following the 
right, and now  the left bank. F rom  the sharp knee form ed by  the 
river as its w esterly course turns sudden ly  north-w esterly, there is 
a pass-road across D rum kul and Turum tai-kul to  Tokus-bulak and 
the regions on Yashilkul, and a difficult passage across the pass of 
Shitkar to  the river A ndarab with the h o t springs (see “T hrough 
the  unknow n Pam irs”). The Shakhdarra valley is exceedingly 
beautiful; the m ost im posing views are seen here from the terraces 
of the m ountains, w here the eye em braces at the same tim e deep



dark  clefts, sw eet w idenings of valleys, w here the  kishlaks are shaded  
b y  w illow s, poplars, m ulberry, aprico t and  w alnut trees, and  the  
greenish  co loured  serpentine river, 2 0 — 3 0  m eter b road , and  sharp , 
black peaks relieved by  perpetual snow . O f all the P am ir valleys, 
the  S hakhdarra  valley is said to  offer the  m ost beautiful p rospects. 
A b o u t 50  kishlaks hold  w ithin the ir flat-roofed houses ab o u t 3 0 0 0  
inhabitants, all of them  m ountain  Tadjiks w ho take g rea t pains in 
tilling the soil by m eans of artificial irrigation th rough  long , narrow  
channels w hich are led ro u n d  a b o u t on  the  m ounta in  slopes, and  
in sum m er th ey  w ander up w ith the ir cattle to  the m oun ta in  pastu res 
(Ailäk) on  the  grass-covered terraces on the upper course  of the  
tributaries. T he highest situate kishlak is Seis, at a  heigh t of abou t 
3 3 0 0  m etres. F rom  here  upw ards agriculture is at an end, and  
the  te rrito ry  nearest the M as pass is em ployed by  so m e Kirghiz 
families as a nom adic place in sum m er. A n au tho r reco rds th a t 
the re  m ust have been  habitations still higher than  in  Sei's, there 
being  ru ins of houses etc. It m ay  be so, I have n o t b een  on 
the spot, b u t I p resum e th a t it is due  to  a m isunderstanding , as 
the prim itively built stone hu ts (Ailäks) have been  taken  for rem ­
nants of villages, a m istake easily m ade. All the  T urk ish  (Kirghiz) 
nam es east of Sei's indicate nam ely th a t the place has been  the  
nom adic p lace of Kirghiz th ro u g h  long  tim es, w hereas th e  w ord  
of Sei's and  the o ther p lace-nam es farther w est are obviously  of 
Iranian origin.

B eyond  m ost o ther P am ir valleys the  valley of S hakhdarra  has 
ano ther advantage, tha t there are rather extensive w oods, especially 
of m ighty  narrow -leaved w illow s and  partly  poplars, of w hich  the  
form er are often overgrow n w ith  a so rt of clematis w hich  w ith  its 
dow ny  seeds m akes the trees  look  in  au tum n as if they  w ere 
covered  w ith  w adding. T he valley is therefore im portan t in  S ou th  
P am ir as a place for felling of trees; tim ber for bu ild ing  and  fuel 
is supplied  to  m any neighbouring  valleys, and  th e  R ussian p o st in 
K horok  is practically prov ided  w ith  fuel from  here; on horseback  
it is carried toilsom ely over no  less than  abou t 60 kilom etres. O n  
asking the  inhabitants in G aran  w here  they  g o t the  v e ry  thick 
planks w hich m ade up  the pillars and  roofing of th e  houses, I 
w as alw ays to ld  that they  had  b een  b rough t from  th e  S hakhdarra  
o r the  A ndarab  valley, w here so  large collections of th ick  w illow s 
and  pop la rs  also occur tha t th ey  m ay be term ed w o ods. O n  the 
u p p er course of the S hakhdarra an d  its tributaries and  ro u n d  ab o u t 
in the  m ore  sheltered ravines th e re  is a spon taneous vege ta tion  of



juniper, h ippophae, tamarisk, barberry , small b road-leaved  willows 
and  roses; the  latter occur everyw here in the Pam ir valleys up to 
a considerable height, about 4200  m etres, at w hich height the  tree­
less limit m ust be set here.

The m ountain  m asses chiefly consist of granite and  slate, in 
several places varied w ith eroded  conglom erate form ations, and 
deposits of loess occur on  the cultivated terraces and on  the  river 
banks. Lakes are very  rare in W est Pam ir; there are the small 
alpine lakes, th e  above m entioned D rum -kul at a height of 3425 
m etres, abou t 2 kilom etres long and  noth ing  bu t an extension 
of the river D rum darra , and Turum tai-kul (Turum  is p robably  the 
sam e w ord as T rum  or D rum , egg, and  Kul or Köl is the Kirghiz 
(Turkish) nam e for lake) at a heigh t of 4360  m etres on the 
passage from  the Shakhdarra to  Tokus-bulak. T he latter has a 
length of abou t 5 kilom etres and a bread th  of 2 kilom etres, being 
a dam m ed up  basin form ed by  fallen fragm ents of rock w hich have 
stopped  the glacier- and  snow -w ater on its w ay to  Ak-sai, the  main 
source of the Tokus-bulak. A part from  these small lakes there  are a 
few insignificant collections of w ater on  Kok-bai, called Kok-bai-kul, 
and  abou t 5 kilom etres south-w est of Turum tai-kul a small alpine 
lake; Balyk-kul (The Fish lake), th e  circuit of w hich does n o t exceed 
a  few kilom etres. A ccording to  m y  Kirghiz guides from  Yashilkul 
Turum tai-kul has here and  there m eadow -like banks w here salt ap ­
pears, and the w ater is said to  have a saline taste.

In D rum -, Balyk- and Turum tai-kul there are large carps, probably 
of the sam e kind as those in the lake of Yashilkul; they  are very 
savoury, w herefore the lakes are the  haun t of large b row n eagles 
having their fishing place here as on Yashilkul. It is very  in teresting 
to  see the large eagles w hich at som e distance are very  like a man 
sitting on the  g ro u n d ; im m ovably qu ie t they  sit on the  bank  of the  lake 
staring dow n into  the w ater and  so full of their fishing tha t one 
can steal upon  them  alm ost near enough  to  touch  them  w ith one’s 
hands. O n  discovering a carp th ey  rush  dow n into the w ater as 
swift as lightning to  catch it w ith their claws. It happens that 
the carp is large enough  to  draw  dow n the eagle under the 
w ater; then th e  b ird  tries to loosen  his claws from  the fish and rows 
to  the shore, so to  speak, by  m eans of his w ings, som etim es even 
bringing the  fish along w ith him. O ne day  I helped such a fisher­
m an on shore w ith an  oar; he received the  help willingly, and  sitting 
dow n beside m e on the bank  dried  his feathers w ithout trying 
to  attack m e or to  run away. O ther wild birds found  on the
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lakes are corm orants, snipe, stilt-plovers, geese and ducks. A nd 
in the  m oun ta ins round  abou t Shakhdarra, T okus-bulak and  Yashilkul 
are  ra ther large num bers of bears, m ountain  panthers, w olves, jackals 
and  foxes.

O n  its m iddle and low er course  the  S hakhdarra is from  A pril 
to  N ovem ber so  deep  th a t one can neither w ade n o r ride  across 
it, and  it d o es n o t freeze entirely  ow ing to  its rapid curren t. T he 
natives have therefore in th ree  places of its m iddle course  built 
p rim itive bridges of trunks of trees w hich can be passed  w ith  cau­
tion  b y  un lo ad ed  horses. D u rin g  m y  stay in the village of K horok  
in the  w in te r 1898— 99 a fourth  b ridge w as built across th e  S hakh ­
darra near its ou tle t in to  the G und .

T h e  R iv e r  G u n d . T he nex t larger river in  S h ugnan  is “ G u n d ” 
o r as it is p ro n o u n ced  by  the  T adjiks “ G h ru n d ” . It has its beg inn ing  
in  th e  eastern  desert Pam ir abou t th e  passes of B usterre and  N aisatash, 
runs th ro u g h  th e  A litshur valley o n  w hose green g rass-covered  banks 
the  A litshur Kirghiz nom adize b o th  sum m er and  w in ter w ith  their 
m any  yak-oxen  (Kutas), camels, horses, cows, sheep  an d  goats, 
passes th e  lake of Yashilkul th a t ab o u n d s  in fish and  has exceedingly  
p ic tu resque surround ings of m ighty  snow -covered peaks and  ravines 
g row n  w ith  w illows and roses (see G eografisk T idskrift V ol. 15 
p. 177), h o t springs etc., and  th en  the  river forces its w ay  w ith  a 
steadily w estern  course th ro u g h  a chaos of fallen m oun ta in  m asses, 
granite  and  gneiss, tha t bar th e  w est end  of th e  lake, and  th ro u g h  
a nearly im passable, uninhabited  valley b o rdered  b y  th e  im m ensely 
steep  g ran ite  and  gneiss walls of th e  A litshur range. A b o u t 50 
kilom etres w est of Yashilkul w e m eet th e  first established habitation , 
the  T adjik  kishlak of Sardym , situate a t a height of 3 1 6 0  m etres, 
and  ab o u t 5 kilom etres east of the  latter, is the  b o u n d ary  betw een  
Russian and  B okharan te rrito ry  and  betw een  the  coun try  of the  agri­
cultural T adjiks and th e  places of th e  nom adic Kirghiz.

In tercourse betw een  desert Pam ir and  the  valley of th e  G und  
is very  difficult. T here are, indeed , bridle-paths a long  the  Alit­
shu r river and  on  bo th  banks of Yashilkul, b u t from  m y ow n ex­
perience w hen  m easuring and  m app ing  the  lake in  1898, the  
latter are perilous to  pass, an d  horses, w hen  loaded , can only 
be led in a  few  places; th e  passage from  Yashilkul along  the 
no rthern  bank  of the G und  to  Sardym , of la te im proved  by  
the  Russians, also offers great troubles. T he easiest rou te , im ­
p roved  b y  th e  Russians in 1899  and  1900, is from  the east end



of Yashilkul across the pass of K hodsha Nazar (The Sacrifice of 
the  Teacher), 4 1 1 4  m etres, and the pass of Koitjesek (The Sheep 
Hole), 4270 m etres, to  the sources of the Tokus-bulak and along 
this river to  the G und valley, to  w hose w ide banks covered with 
splendid tree-grow th  a magnificent view opens out.

F rom  the B okharan boundary  to  the outlet of the river in to  the 
Shakhdarra the  river G und runs betw een  steep m ountain walls both 
in north  and sou th  through  about 100 kilom etres of B okharran terri­
to ry , on this stretch  it has a fall of abou t 1200 m etres o r 12 m etres 
in each kilom eter; conveying a very  considerable body  of w ater it 
has in som e places a bread th  of abou t 50  m etres and apart from  the 
tw o prim itive bridges, w hich are built across it, it can only be passed 
at a few fords at low  w ater from D ecem ber to  M arch, som etim es 
no t at all. As a rule there are passages on bo th  river banks, but 
in a few places bo th  on the  north  and south  bank, the m ountains 
run like steep walls into the river. T he Russians began, how ever, 
in 1898— 99 a road  from their post a t K horok  along the G und  and 
Yashilkul to  Alitshur, and this extrem ely difficult w ork is now  so 
far accom plished tha t m ountain artillery can w ithout hindrance be 
conveyed along this passage.

F rom  the sou th  near the B okharan boundary  the river receives 
the Tokus-bulak, w hich together w ith its main source, Aksai, w hose 
beginning is from  Turum tai-kul, runs entirely through  Bokharan 
territory, except tw o small tributaries tha t com e dow n from  the 
region round  the  pass of Koitjesek. A fter having tu rned  off from 
Turum tai-kul the  Tokus-bulak has a north-w esterly course and  receives 
from  the east and  w est the w aters of m any m ountain b rooks on 
w hose banks and m ountain te rraces the re  are good  pastures in 
sum m er. It appears from the Turkish (Kirghiz) nam es w ith which 
b o th  the main river and its tributaries are designated, tha t the Kir­
ghiz have nom adized here from olden tim e. But now  the territory 
has been reserved for the Tadjiks from  th e  highest situate kishlaks 
on  the G und w hich they  leave in sum m er to  w ander up w ith their cattle 
to  the  m ountain pastures, and then  a large part of the  population live 
as a kind of half nom ads in their Ailäks. Ju s t before its outlet 
in to the G und it receives besides the m any small m ountain brooks 
the  river D uzakhdarra (The Hell River) w hich runs th rough  a narrow  
cleft in the m ountains w here the banks are no t inhabited.

It appears from  the m aps tha t as soon  as w e have com e dow n 
so  far in to the  valleys of W est Pam ir th a t agriculture can take 
place, the Kirghiz (Turkish) place-nam es are at an end; th is show s,



either th a t the  agricultural T adjiks have constantly  b een  a m atch 
for the  Turkish-M ongolian  nom ads, o r tha t the  K irghiz fond  of 
their o u t-d o o r existence, have alw ays despised the a rt of tilling 
the  soil, o r  bo th  circum stances. W ithout the least d o u b t battles 
have b een  fough t betw een  these  tw o  represen tatives of the  large 
w estern  and  eastern  races up  to  ou r ow n tim e; for b o th  can 
tell of such  fights. B ut on  th e  p a rt of the  Kirghiz they  w ere no th ing  
b u t rapacious raids, and these  rather uncivilized ho rd es d id  n o t 
th ink  of ob ta in ing  cultivated g ro u n d , and  if they  had  an y  in ten tions 
of th e  k ind, th ey  w ere n o t ab le  to  hold  their ow n  against the  
Tadjiks. T h e  Tadjiks hate the  K irghiz, ho ld  them  in con tem p t, and  
m ock  them  as soon  as they  ap p ear in the  kishlaks. V ery  rarely  a 
Kirghiz is adm itted  to  the ho u se  of a T adjik or en terta ined  b y  him . 
W hen  th e  K irghiz on  their m any  expeditions w ith  prov isions from  
T urkestan  to  the  Russian fortresses in  the inhabited valleys in  W est 
Pam ir, arrive a t a  kishlak, th ey  are obliged to  pitch their cam p outside 
th e  to w n  in  sp ite  of their being  M ussulm ans and  S unn ites as w ell as 
th e  T adjiks, and  consequen tly  have a righ t to  hospitality . T he Kir­
ghiz, especially those in Pam ir, are, indeed, very  bad  M ussu lm ans; 
they  are ra the r heathens, b u t am o n g  the popu la tions in  th e  S ou th  
Pam ir valleys Islam does n o t p lay  any  p rom inen t p a rt either. It 
is th en  neither Islam n o r non-Islam  w hich separates th e  tw o  nations, 
b u t by  th e  m ore cultivated T adjiks the  K irghiz are sim ply  looked  
u p o n  as a m ean, thievish, n as ty  set of people, h u n te d  b y  evil 
spirits an d  therefore to  be k ep t a t a p ro p er d istance from  o n e ’s 
hearth . A s they  are excellent caravan peop le  it w o u ld  b e  very  
conven ien t to  take the  Kirghiz a lo n g  to  the  inhabited  valleys in  W est 
Pam ir w here  the  passages are m uch  m ore  difficult than  in  d ese rt Pam ir. 
F o r  th is reaso n  I tried  to  p ersuade  som e of m y acquain tances am o n g  
th e  A litshur-K irghiz to  accom pany  m e th ro u g h  V akhan  as caravan 
people, b u t I d id  n o t succeed, and  w hen  I traversed  V akhan  in the  
w in ter 1899  on  m y w ay to  E ast Pam ir, I had asked th e  K irghiz A m in 
Jakub  from  T agarkakdje to  m eet m e w ith  som e cam els in  the  village 
of L angark ish  (W inter R esting Place) w here he  w aited  fo r m e a b o u t 
a w eek, b u t he  w as show n ou tside  the tow n, n o t because he, a 
clever and  ra the r w ell-to-do m an, had  in the  least offended , b u t 
the  T adjiks d id  n o t ven tu re  to  ho u se  him , it w as to o  uncan n y  for 
them . N o r w ere the  inhabitants of Langarkish certain, accord ing  
to  their saying, w hether o ther K irghiz w ould  n o t fo llow  h im  an d  
perhaps renew  those  assaults an d  raids in these  valleys w hich had  
s to p p ed  only  a few  years ago.



From  the Bokharan boundary  to  Sutshan the G und receives 
from the south  abou t 20  sm aller tributaries, all of them  com ing 
dow n from the snow -covered m ountain g iant which separates the 
G und and Shakhdarra valleys, and w here only tw o passages allow 
of in tercourse betw een the m iddle courses of Shakhdarra and G und 
in the east along  the D uzakhdarra across the pass of the  sam e 
nam e, 4617 m etres, and along the tribu tary  of Shakhdarra also 
called D uzachdarra, ano ther a very  difficult passage in the w est across 
Saffarnyun, height unknow n, bu t p resum ably exceeding 5000  m e­
tres. This m ighty, about 6000  m etres h igh m ountain colossus con­
sisting of granite and gneiss covered by  slate has with its im posing 
crest, divided into a chaos of peaks, a length  of abou t 70 kilom etres 
from  the north-east to  the south-w est, on  w hich stretch it is practically 
inaccessible; no  one has hitherto explored it. F rom  the Sutshan 
valley I beheld every day through  abou t 6 m onths the splendid 
sight of these snow -covered granite and  slate peaks w hich seem ed 
to  th rust them selves into the blue heavens, apparently quite devoid 
of vegetation.

T he tributaries com ing dow n from  here are very short, none 
of them  exceeding 15 kilom etres; their course is rapid, for as a 
rule they have a fall of 3000  m etres in 15 kilom etres or 200  m e­
tres in one kilom eter. O n their w ay to  the valley w here they 
p ou r their w aters th rough  m any b rooks dow n stony terraces, 
they  rush like waterfalls from  one terrace to  another th rough  deep 
dark ravines w here the  sun only reaches very  rarely, and  w here 
icicles th roughou t the  year hang  like picturesque draperies on the  
rocks w hich have been to rn  by  the  frost in to curious shapes and 
figures; som etim es their waters do n o t reach the river, being  em ­
ployed in irrigating the fields tha t are always grouped  round  the 
nether course of the tributaries, because irrigation is m uch easier 
here than on the  main river from  w hich a fall across fields and  
gardens can n o t easily be obtained, and  w ithout irrigation agricul­
tu re is no t to  be though t of here, as in m ost Pam ir valleys, the 
sum m er being rainless nearly everyw here.

From  the north , from the w estern  part of the A litshur range, 
here w edging itself in betw een the rivers V artang and G und, the  latter 
receives as from  the south  abou t 20  tributaries, of w hich few exceed 
5— 6 kilom etres; they  convey slight bodies of w ater and are often 
dried up in the  latter half of the sum m er. T he 'A litshur range 
rem arkable for the exceedingly steep  incline of its secondary ridges 
tow ards the  sou th  from Yashilkul to  abou t half-way betw een Sardym



an d  K horok , has in w inter m uch  sm aller snow -m asses than  the 
m ountains sou th  of the  G und , p robab ly  because it is m ore  like a 
p lateau than  these, for the fragile slate m asses b roken  up  b y  the 
ab ru p t transitions of tem perature , frost, w ater and  w ind have filled 
th e  ravines w here the snow  is used  to  lie. N orth  of th e  upper 
p art of the  stretch  of the G u n d  m entioned  here it is co v ered  w ith 
perpe tual snow  only  in a few  places, in spite of attain ing  here  to  
abou t 5 3 0 0  m etres, and  the  w hole of the  low  easily passab le  crest 
tha t w edges itself in betw een  the  P an d sh  and  the G und , an d  consists 
chiefly of b roken  and  d isin tegrated slate heaps w ith  an  archasan 
rock  of g ran ite  and  gneiss, is to tally  devoid  of perpe tual snow  and 
alm ost w ith o u t vegetation. D u rin g  m y  stays in (K horok  I often 
m o un ted  it to  h u n t the  long-tailed m ountain  pan ther w hich  attacked 
the cattle n o w  and  then  in the  G u n d  valley, and  I have rarely  seen 
such  a d istressing  desert of slate blocks as here. O n  its incline 
tow ards th e  P andsh  valley there  is a richer vegetation , fo r here  the 
sun  does n o t d ry  up  the  slopes so m uch. T he on ly  exhilarating 
inciden t du rin g  m y w anderings am ong  these slate heaps w ere the 
im m ense quantities of garnets fo u n d  here; here, as w ell as on the  
G und , S hakhdarra and  P andsh  in  V akhan so m any  m ight b e  b ro u g h t 
toge ther th a t several caravans could  be loaded  w ith them ; b u t those 
o n  the  surface w ere, of course, disin tegrated.

T he valley  of the  G und  river is exclusively inhabited  b y  m o u n ­
tain T adjiks o r  Galtshas, as it has been  the fashion to  call them ; 
am ong  th e  num erous m ountain  T adjiks I have spoken  w ith , 1 have 
never m et one  w ho knew  th e  w o rd  of G altsha. T here  are  here 
a b o u t 40  larger and smaller kishlaks, of w hich the  largest have som e 
20  houses, and  several on ly  a few . M y  inform er, C aptain  K ivekaes, 
w ho has often  traversed the  G und  valley gave the  popu la tion  to  be, 
a t a  ro ugh  estim ate, abou t 3 5 0 0  individuals, and  ra the r m ore than 
less. S om ew here in  the  valley  the re  are u n d oub ted  deposits  of 
loess, and  ro u n d  ab o u t the  kishlaks w hose gardens are shaded  
b y  apricot, m ulberry  and w alnut trees there is a g o o d  treeg row th  
of m ighty  w illow s and  poplars, am o n g  w hich the pyram idical poplar, 
b u t th ey  d o  n o t occur, as on  th e  Shakhdarra, in  so  large n u m ­
bers th a t th e y  can be te rm ed w oods. O n  the slopes the re  is a 
sporad ic g ro w th  of juniper, a t som e distance look ing  like conifers, 
and  on  sm all inaccessible terraces, w here a b it of earth  has been  
accum ulated , there  are wild roses, barberry , th o rn y  co p se  and  cle­
m atis and  am ong  these also m any  flow ering plants alw ays grow ing  
in tufts. W ild pear and apple trees, currant and  b lackcurran t bushes



and  raspberries are also to  be found  here and  there in the  m ore 
sheltered  ravines.

T he G und, w hich has run tow ards the  w est and  the  south-w est, 
sudden ly  ab o u t 5 k ilom etres from  its junction  w ith the Shakhdarra 
tu rn s due sou th  th ro u g h  a narrow , dark  and  naked ravine w hose b o t­
tom  hardly  ever sees the  beam s of th e  sun  and therefore a t all tim es 
of the  year is cold as a cellar and  uninhabited . A fter the  junction  
of the  G und  and  S hakhdarra the  united  rivers are called S utshan 
w hich nam e is rarely  em ployed; it is called G und  also here  and  the 
S hakhdarra is considered  to  be its tribu tary . Su tshan  w hich I visited 
in the sum m er 1896 with m y 1st D an ish  Pam ir E xpedition, and  on 
w hich I w as encam ped from  the end  of O ctober 1898 to  M arch 
1899 w ith m y 2nd  D anish  Pam ir E xpedition , is 7  k ilom etres long  
and  a m ighty  rush ing  river. It conveys a greenish b o d y  of w ater 
and  is passable only  a t a single fo rd  a little east of the w estern  
half of the  village of S ir-K horok (L ow er K horok). H ere it is abou t 
50  m etres b ro ad  and  can be passed on  horseback  w ith grea t difficulty 
in F eb ruary  an d  M arch, bu t as th is is n o t possible every  year the 
Russians have now  built a b ridge across the  river to  facilitate the 
in tercourse be tw een  th is part of S hugnan  and G aran on  the  Pandsh. 
A fter m y journey ings here in  1896, the Russians built a fortress 
here  in 1897  and  98 tha t holds a garrison of infantry  and  cos- 
sacks to  su p p o rt the  Bokharan au thorities against the A fghans. O n 
passing th is river like the  o ther rivers in Pam ir w here there  are no 
bridges and  fords, one m ust use inflated skins and  floats m ade of 
these w hich w e  shall treat of later on.

O n  som e extensions of the  n o rth  bank  of Sutshan is the  village 
of K horok  on  a few  small tributaries from  th e  north , of w hich only 
the w estern  on  S ir-K horok conveys w ater every  year th roughou t 
the sum m er. In sum m er the  valley is very  smiling. T he kishlaks 
are shaded  b y  high m ulberry, apple, apricot, pear, peach and  wal­
nu t trees, and  m any gardens have hedges of a  kind of h ippophae 
w hich, attain ing to  a  height of 5 — 7 m etres, has yellow  m ealy  fruits 
of th e  sam e size as large cherries w hich are picked up and  eaten. 
Large narrow -leaved willows and  poplars, especially pyramidical 
poplars a long  the w atering channels and  along  the G und  are of a 
g reat decorative effect. T he valley w hich w idens ou t considerably 
on  the  ou tle t of the G und  into th e  P an d sh  is sheltered  against all 
w inds w herefo re  one always feels here  as in a cauldron; far in the 
w est the m ountains in  B adakhshan s tand  o u t like a m ighty  screen 
against the  w est w inds. In sum m er the  tem perature rises above 35°



C entigrade, an d  even at n igh t th e  hea t is extrem ely try in g  here, 
so  tha t one prefers to  stay  in th e  open  air during  th e  night, if 
nets are a t h and  against the  m osqu ito  sw arm s tha t ab o u n d  in 
th e  still calm  air; it is also advisable to  place the legs of o n e ’s 
cam p-bedstead  in vessels filled w ith  w ater to  avoid  scorp ions 
w hich in all the  cultivated P am ir valleys and  especially in  som e 
places are a dreadful plague. D uring  m y jou rney ings I w as 
often  ob liged  to  clear the g ro u n d  of scorpions w ith  a b ro o m  b e ­
fore daring  to  pitch ou r tents, and  in spite of th is cleaning p ro ­
cess w e fo und  soon  after several in  our blankets, a t th e  to p  of 
th e  te n t po les etc. H ere they  becom e 9 — 12 centim etres long, and  
their bite w hich I experienced once is very  painful, and  th e  w ound  
long  in  healing. R ound abou t the  m ountain  slopes and  on  the 
terraces w here  the  m elting w ater oozes dow n there  is m uch  grass 
in sum m er and  m any flow ering plan ts relished by  the sm all cow s, 
sheep  and  goats of the  Tadjiks. B u t in w inter the  valley offers a 
desolate and  d reary  sight. T he cold air sinks dow n in to  the  valley 
and  lies th e re ; opaque frosty m ists hanging  along th e  g ro u n d  till 
after n o o n d ay  o r disappearing on  the short days often convey  
the feeling of w andering  on the bo ttom  of a lake. I shall here 
give a copy  of m y diary from  Jan u ary  1899.

“ O u r sta tion  is situated at a  heigh t of 2047  m etres in  the  kishlak 
of Sir K horok  in  the old Pam ir realm  of Shugnan. A t th is tim e 
of the  year th e  rivers convey  b u t a slight b o d y  of w ater, bu t 
at snow -m elting tim e enorm ous quantities of w ater on  the ir rag ing  
course dow n  a chaos of fallen fragm ents of rock  m ake such a 
tum ult th a t it is im possible to  hear any  o ther so und  near their 
banks; th e y  form  waterfalls and cataracts and can on ly  be tra­
versed  on  fleets of inflated skins in  a few b roader places w here 
the  river bends. N orth , south , east and w est the  v iew  is o b ­
structed  b y  steep  p rom ontories shu tting  off 3 5 %  of th e  visible 
heaven and  according to  our calculation on the 21st of D ecem ber 
1898 they  preven ted  50°/o of the  hea t radiated by the  sun  from  
reaching dow n  into the valley. T he sun is now  only  a b o u t one 
h ou r and a half above the m ounta in  tops, and the valley is dark, 
dism al and cold. It freezes hard  b o th  day  and night. T he low est 
tem peratu re  has hitherto  been  2 5 °  C entigrade below  zero . A t 
noo n d ay  the tem peratu re  m ay rise to  15° and 12° C entig rade below  
zero. N evertheless the m ountain  b rooks are n o t frozen on  accoun t 
of their rapid course. A t a d ep th  of 27 centim etres the  earth 
therm om etre  show ed  8 ,3° C entigrade below  zero, of 57  centim etres



2,6° С. below  zero , at a depth  of 87 centim etres 0,6° Centi­
g rade and at a dep th  of 117 centim eter 2 ,4" Centigrade. The first
snow  fell here in the valley on the 15th of N ovem ber; it thaw ed
com paratively soon  in the bottom  of the valley, b u t lay o n  the 
m ountain slopes. T hus several days of N ovem ber the surroun ­
dings about the station w ere snow less, b u t on  walking only 4  miles 
eastw ard w e w ere stopped  by  enorm ous masses of snow  on  the 
river G und; th rough  these the Kirghiz still carry letters w ith great 
difficulty by Pam irsky P o st on the M urghab to  T urkestan, but, 
indeed, no one b u t Kirghiz can be persuaded  to  undertake such 
tasks at this season. The severe cold is n o t felt very  m uch, the
w ind being insignificant, generally only  2 according to  the 12 di­
visible scale, and the air is rather dry. Several days in to  D ecem ber 
none of us had y e t pu t on a cloak in the  open  air. B ut the 
relative m oisture is m uch greater here than in desert Pam ir. O n 
our arrival in O ctober we w ere overtaken b y  som e dust-storm s rising 
soon  after sunset at the m om ent w hen  the  local descending m oun ­
tain w ind began. T he main direction of the w ind was the sam e 
as that of the m ountain wind, and  com bined they alm ost attained 
the violence of a hurricane. D ust and  sm all stones w hirled about 
in the air darkening the heavens, it lasted for a couple of hours, 
then  it fell again dead calm. F o r  the rest it is generally calm 
w eather here; an alm ost im perceptible w ind turns w ith the  sun 
from  east to  w est by  south. But according to the natives vio­
len t tem pests w hich are able to  level houses and trees w ith  the 
g round  will som etim es prevail th roughou t the w inter. T he m ountain  
w inds rising and  falling during the  day  have no t such enorm ous 
strength  as on  the lake of Yashilkul w here a t a certain ho u r of 
the  day they  bu rst forth w ith hurricanelike violence th reaten ing  to  
blow  aw ay the w hole camp; they  are hardly strong enough  to  
unfold a pennant. The atm ospherical p ressure is exceedingly con­
stant; the daily variation of the barom eter is generally bu t 2 — 3 
millim etres; m inim um  occurs at abou t 3  o ’clock p. m. and maxim um 
tow ards sunrise.

The m ountains round about chiefly consist of granite, gneiss 
and slate, in several places the slopes are. a t an angle of about 
50— 60°. O w ing  to  the great daily and  often sudden change of 
tem perature a disintegrating action is steadily going on in the 
m ountains. L oud boom s are often heard, sounding  like thunder 
and caused by  falling fragm ents of rock. T he disintegrated mass 
is during snow -m elting time b rough t dow n into the valley by  the



w ind ; in th e  course of tim e it has form ed a fertile layer w hich 
yields a ra the r g o o d  crop b y  plentiful irrigation. Rain is so  rare 
th a t it is of hard ly  any  im portance to  vegetation. O n  th e  terraces 
form ed b y  th e  m aterial fallen d o w n  from  the m ountains, are situated  
the  kishlak o r kishlaks of K horok , w e live at Sir K h o ro k  on  the 
north  b an k  of the  G und ; it has 33  houses w ith  a b o u t 120  inhabi­
tants. A  little east of us is Bar K horok  (U pper K horok) also on  the  
no rth  b an k  of the  G und  w ith  a b o u t 15 houses and 60  inhabitants. 
W ith the  few  houses on  th e  so u th  bank  of th e  G u n d  th e  jo in t 
popu la tion  can be estim ated at 2 0 0  inhabitants, all of them  m o u n ­
tain Tadjiks.

B oth  the  Shakhdarra and  th e  G u n d  valleys are in w in te r from  
N ovem ber to  A pril filled by  eno rm ous m asses of snow , practically 
in te rrup ting  th e  caravan tran spo rt. T he snow  conditions are m ost 
difficult on  th e  G und, b u t in several places the  valleys are, on  the 
o ther hand , quite snow less all th e  year round , it d ep en d s u p o n  
th e  w ind. In the  snow less places th e  cattle find their fo o d  th ro u g h o u t 
the  year, b u t in those  exposed  to  th e  snow  they  m ust b e  stabled 
in  w inter. T he in tercourse be tw een  th e  villages is ex trem ely  slight 
in  w inter, v e ry  few m en are now  and  then  seen tram p ing  in  their 
snow -shoes plaited from  osier bands. D uring  snow -m elting  tim e in 
A pril and  M ay  the  passages are v e ry  difficult in the valleys. S now  
slides and  avalanches are of every  day occurrence, and  falling 
fragm ents of rock  often des tro y  th e  villages and  cu ltivated  fields, 
on w hich occasions also m any  hum an  beings are killed. In the 
sp ring  of 1899  loosened  gran ite  b locks of half the  size of houses 
often rushed  dow n into the S u tshan  valley, p roducing  a tu rm o il as if 
the  w orld  w as on  the verge of ruin. T hese regions are  also p lagued  
b y  ea rth -quakes; during  m y  stays here  I experienced th ree  w hich 
sh ook  th e  houses so tha t th e  clay-roofs tum bled  dow n, b u t did 
n o t occasion o ther calamities. T h e  T adjiks to ld  m e tha t the  earth­
quakes rarely  do  any  grea t harm , b u t th ey  becom e m ore  vehem ent 
and m ore frequen t farther n o rth  tow ards T u rkestan” .

T h e  P a n d s h  R iv e r  to  K a la i  V a m a r  in  R o s h a n  a n d  th e  
R iv e r  V a r t 'a n g . F rom  the S u tshan  valley northw ard  th ro u g h  S hug ­
nan o g  R oshan  pas t the  decayed rem nants of old fortresses, th e  so- 
called Т о р -khanäh, situate on a confused  maze of fallen fragm ents of 
rock, w hich  are the m ost ex trem e po in t of the  A litshur range 
tow ards the south , the P andsh  valley from  a narrow  gate  in the  m oun ­
tains w idens o u t very  considerably, and  the P andsh, n o w  augm en ted



by  the w aters of the Shakhdarra and  the G und, has during  snow - 
m elting tim e a breadth  of abou t 1 kilom eter or m ore. In innum erous 
w indings the  P andsh  runs w ith a rush ing  noise th rough  a well in­
habited district, its direction being alm ost north to  sou th  (on the 
Russian m aps its direction is m arked o u t as too  easterly); both 
banks are inhabited by  Tadjiks, b u t only  the east bank belongs to 
Bokhara, w hilst the w est bank in Badakhshan, form erly together 
w ith the  east bank m aking up the  realm of Shugnan w ith Kalai 
bar P andsh as capital tow n, belongs to  Afghanistan. In a few 
places the  valley w idens out and  has rather extensive cultivated or 
grass-, copse-, and straw -covered banks, in other places it narrow s 
into a m ere cleft in the m ountains w hose naked granite and  slate 
slopes run like walls dow n into  the  river w here the cascades w ith a 
resound ing  up roar rush dow n over fallen fragm ents of rock  so that 
the w hirling foam  dashes against the  m ountain sides. O n  the greater 
part of the w est bank the steep m ountain  slopes com e right dow n 
to  the river, and  the tributaries from  the  west, (abou t 10 m ore 
im portant), steadily conveying w ater stream  dow n th rough  dism ally 
deep, dark  ravines to  the  P andsh. T he tributaries from  the west, 
w hose length  does n o t exceed abou t 17 kilom etres, are m ore con­
siderable than  the m any small m ountain  b rooks from  the  Alitshur 
range, b u t nevertheless the eastern bank, the B okharan, is better 
populated , as the incline of the  m ountains form s terraces w hose 
plentiful grass-grow th affords g o o d  pastures for the cattle of the 
Tadjiks. O n  the stretch of the river m entioned here there  are no 
bridges. O n  the broader, lake-like extensions w here the  curren t is 
quiet, the inhabitants ferry across the river on  floats of inflated skins. 
In a few places boats m ight very  well b e  used b u t are no t know n. A long 
bo th  banks of the P andsh  there are passages on w hich caravans can 
be led toilsom ely and by  m eans of porters. T he passages in the  w est 
across the  m ountains in B adakhshan called the Shugnan  m ountains, 
are exceedingly  difficult and on ly  passable b y  pedestrians. T he access 
to  the  sou thern  Badakhshan and A fghanistan is b y  Kalai bar Pandsh 
to  Faisabad etc., bu t taking the rou te  due  w est one ends in the 
m ighty  glacier-covered m ountains sou th  of D arvas w ith the  m oun­
tain knot of P atk  w hich is quite unknow n, bu t w hose heigh t can 
probably  be estim ated a t abou t 7 0 0 0  m etres. B ut there  are easy 
passages in th e  east to  the  river G u n d  w here the  A litshur range can be 
crossed in m any  places, and  w here the re  is a  lively com m unication 
betw een  the  inhabitants from  b o th  valleys. A nd abou t 6  kilom etres 
sou th  of th e  ou tle t of the  V artang into the  P andsh  the re  is ano ther



pass-road across the  D evles pass to  th e  low er valley of th e  Var- 
tang. O n  th e  B okharan bank  before V artang  there are a b o u t 20 
kishlaks w ith  a population  of ab o u t 2 5 0 0  inhabitants.

T h e  V a r ta n g  R iv e r . A bou t 4  kilom etres south-east of K alaiV am ar 
(Kala o r Kalai =  Fortress) P andsh  again receives a very  considerab le 
tribu tary , the river V artang. T he V artang, on its u p p er cou rse  in 
E ast P am ir called A ksu (W hite W ate r or W hite River) runs th ro u g h  
the g rass-covered  broad  A ktash plain (W hite S tone P lain , b u t I 
w onder w h e th e r the  p ro p er nam e is n o t A kdasht, as d ash t m eans 
plain) and, hav ing  received tributaries from  the north  and  th e  sou th  
and  having  passed  Pam irsky P ost, it w edges itself u n d er th e  nam e 
of M urghab  (Bird River) th ro u g h  an  alm ost inaccessible ravine 
betw een  th e  M urghab  m ountains and  th e  A litshur range an d  flows 
o u t in to  a b roader, inhabited valley  a t the p o in t of T ash-kurgan  
(S tone F ortress). A  little east of • T ash-kurgan it receives w aters 
from  the n o rth  bo th  from  the S u lum art m ountains and  th e  glaciers 
in  the  north -eastern  part of th e  V andsh  and  R oshan m oun ta ins, as 
the rivers K oikuibel and T anym as m eet here  and  flow  in to  the  
river w hich from  now  is called V artang . T he place-nam e of T any ­
m as, occurring  bo th  on  the Russian and  several o lder m aps, appears 
to  m e som ew hat mystic, “tan y m as” , an  U sbegic w o rd  m ean ing  
“ u n k n o w n ” . Som e U sbegic o r K irghiz in terp re ter asked  b y  a 
traveller as to  the  nam e of the  river has perhaps answ ered : “ u n ­
k n o w n ” , or, “ one  know s n o t” ; th is seem s probable, as sim ilar 
errors are to  be found  on  Russian m aps in rather considerab le 
num bers. T he river, w hose direction has h itherto  been  chiefly w est, 
tu rn s sou th -w est a t Tash-kurgan in num berless w indings, an d  espe­
cially in sp ring  it conveys a considerab le b o d y  of w ater d o w n  to  
the  P andsh  w here  it causes try ing  inundations w hich b o th  p re ­
ven t passage and  destroy  the arable and  tilled soil. O n  its ou tle t 
into the  P an d sh  it is at all seasons qu ite im passable, and  only 
som ew hat u p  th e  V artang, can one  cross th e  river on gupsars (Sanatch  
o r Tursuk).

T he V artang  valley is tow ards the  sou th  bordered  b y  th e  A lit­
shur range and  tow ards the n o rth  by  the  R oshan m ounta ins w hich 
toge ther w ith  the  V andsh m ountains form  the  bipartite glacier-clad 
spu r from  th e  m ightiest glaciers of Pam ir, the  m ounta ins of P e te r 
the  G reat o r P eriokh tau ; its heigh t exceeds 7000  m etres an d  has 
the  m ost im posing  form ations of glaciers, clefts and in terjacen t peaks, 
bu t only  the  m argins have up  to  th e  p resen t date been  explored ,



no t the m ain glacier itself. The valley of w hich only the 80 kilo­
m etres from  the outlet of V artang to  som ew hat w est of Tash-kurgan 
belong  to  Bokhara, w idens ou t considerably in som e places, especially 
on the outlets of the tributaries into the  main river, w here it gives room  
for the cornfields and gardens of the  Tadjiks. But these oases are 
separated by  dark, narrow  and deep  clefts in the m ountains w here 
fallen granite blocks and slate m asses im pede the passage along 
the river. T he rou te  follows now  one and now  the o ther bank  of 
the river, several difficult fords have to  be crossed, for only  in som e 
places of its m iddle course within Bokharan territory  are there  primi­
tive bridges of a few planks and osier bands. The access from  the 
valley northw ard  to Karategin east of Periokhtau is by  the 4720 
m etres high pass of Takhta-korum  (Takhta m eans board and korum 
stone-m asses w hich nam e is derived from the pass being covered 
in the north  by  flakes of mica-slate and lime) to  the sources of 
the river M uksu, and southw ard to  Yashilkul and  p u n d  along  the 
M urghab by  the highest situate kishlak, Sares, 3210 m etres, and 
the 4785  m etres high pass of M ardyanai (Coral Spring) along the 
affluent of Yashilkul, Large M ardyanai.

In spite of the sporadic occurrence of glaciers and  perpetual 
snow , separated by abrupt, sharp crests of granite and covering 
layers of slate, there are several passages, although very  difficult, 
across the  R oshan m ountains from  the V artang valley northw ard  to  
the river Yashgulam, thus the rou te  by  the pass of O dudy  along 
the small rivers O dudy  to  the P andsh , and Ä b-i-M aderaun (The 
M aderaun River) to  the Yashgulam, tw o pass-roads a little farther 
east to  the inhabited valley on the  Ä b-i-Pandsh (tributary of Yash­
gulam) and finally a pass-road from  T ashkurgan across the pass of 
Kafurw atsh to  the  upper course of Yashgulam, bu t the latter can only 
be used by  pedestrians. All these passages lead across glaciers and 
perpetual snow  tha t in a w ay form  bridges across the sharp ridge 
in those saddles w hich in terrupt the crest. T hey can only be 
passed by  people equipped in a special way, and in sum m er only 
before sunrise , as the intense solar radiation in these regions 
renders the  glacier and the thin ice, built b y  the night-frost, friable 
after a short time. F rom  the terraces in the V artang valley one 
has the  view  of the perpetual snow  b o th  south  in the A litshur range 
and  north  in the R oshan m ountains, w hereas the M urghab range 
which is the  w atershed betw een the m ain sources of M urghab and 
V artang and  attains to  abou t 6000  m etres, is in sum m er a blackish 
brow n or greyish mass. T he Roshan m ountains stand m uch steeper



dow n  in to  the  valley than  the  A litshur range w hich falls off to  the 
n o rth  in secondary  undulations. W ithin  B okharan te rrito ry  the  V artang  
receives from  the north  abou t 15 and  from  the sou th  a b o u t 14 tri­
bu taries, n one  of them  exceeding 10 kilom etres; they  have a rapid 
course, especially those  from  the  n o rth  w hich are m ore im m ediately  
to  be characterized as waterfalls. T hey  convey  m uch loosened  m aterial 
dow n  in to  th e  valley, w hich form s half-conical terraces am ong  w hose 
m aze of ro u n d ed  stones the nether courses of the  m ounta in  b rooks 
divide. O n  th e  low er course of the  V artang  I m et w ith u n d o u b ted  
deposits of loess and highly p robab ly  these are con tinued  along  
the river w here  the g round  is cultivated. T he kishlaks are  m ore 
num erous on the  southern  bank  w here several, as o n  th e  m ain 
river, are situate on higher terraces on  the tributaries w here  the 
irrigation of fields and houses can be effected. O n  B okharan  te rri­
to ry  the re  are abou t 30  kishlaks w ith  a population  of p resum ably  
abou t 2000  Tadjiks. T he grow th  of trees is alm ost th e  sam e as 
on  the  G u n d  and  the Pandsh, and  likewise as a t Kalai V am ar there  
are on th e  low er course of the  river g rapes and peaches, an d  the 
kishlaks are generally  shaded b y  m ighty  w hite and black m ulberry  
trees, w alnu t and  apricot.

T h e  P a n d s h  f ro m  K a la i V a m a r  to  K a la i K h u m b . T h e  
Y a s h g u la m  a n d  V a n d s h  r iv e r s .  F ro m  Kalai V am ar, th e  m ain 
to w n  of R oshan, w here the  B okharan  B eg resides in  a huge, old, 
mediaeval castle and  adm inistrates all the sou thern  B okharan  P am ir 
provinces, the  P andsh  sudden ly  tu rn s in  a large bow , first continu ing  
its course tow ards the north-w est and  then  tow ards the  n o rth  until 
th e  outlet of th e  Yashgulam  in to  th e  river. F orced  b y  the m asses 
of the  R oshan m ountains on one side and  by  the  m ighty  k n o t of 
the  northern  B adakhshan on  the  o ther, its im m ense w ate rs have 
penetra ted  th ro u g h  a ravine exceedingly difficult of access an d  only  
lately explored  b y  Russian topographers , w ho have corrected the  for­
m er error tha t the  river on leaving Kalai V am ar ran  first in a sou th ­
w estern  direction. O n  this bend  th e  valley, w hich w est of the  
large extension at Kalai V am ar narrow s in to  a deep and  d ark  ravine, 
is generally  b o rdered  by  alm ost vertical rock walls. It can on ly  be 
passed  b y  pedestrians; and all baggage has to  be carried b y  porters. 
T he paths w ind  now  high up  on  narrow  terraces, now  am o n g  the 
fragm ents of rock along the seeth ing  and  foam ing w aters w hich 
grind to  pieces all that falls into the ir w hirling eddies, now  th e  path  
passes fragile balconies of trunks of trees and osier bands from  one



spur to  another. O n  travelling northw ard  in sum m er one avoids 
therefore this part of the P andsh  valley, preferring the  pass of 
O dudy , but th is is generally snow ed up from  the end of Septem ber 
and  som etim es even before (See the  follow ing chapter of travels), 
and there is therefore no choice in w inter, w hen Kalai V am ar is often 
quite excluded from  its surroundings.

Just before the outlet of the Yashgulam into  the P andsh  we 
enter the old k ingdom  of D arvas (Gate) w hich until about 1840 w as 
an  independent realm under a native T adjik prince, residing in Kalai 
K hum b; like th e  prince in Shugnan, up  to  abou t 1870 the inde­
pendent ruler in the  rocky fortress of Kalai bar P andsh, he pro ­
fessed himself a descendant of A lexander the Great.

H aving received the V andsh river on  its right bank the P andsh  
tu rns in large w indings mainly w est to  Kalai K hum b on  w hich 
stretch the passage th rough  the valley is very difficult, and  as it 
appears from  the follow ing chapter of travels highly im posing and in­
teresting of view . F rom  the south, from  V artang to  Kalai K hum b, the 
P andsh  receives a considerable num ber of short m ountain „rivers and 
brooks, altogether 25, of which a few, Tang-Shiva and Äb-i-Shirin on 
A fghan side, from  the  m ountain kn o t of P atk  have a length of 
abou t 50 kilom etres, whilst the length of the others rarely exceeds 
about 10 kilom etres. O n  the w hole they  convey but slight bodies of 
w ater, com pared to  the tributaries from  the north, as the glacier 
on the knot of P atk  is m uch smaller than  those on the m ountains 
in the north. Still, they  convey w ater all the  year round  and  end 
in dark narrow  ravines on their ou tle t into the Pandsh. O n  their 
upper and m iddle course the m ountains have m any terraces so 
that the w ater can easily be led across the arable spots, thus giving 
room  for kishlaks and fields. A ccording to  the  explorations of recent 
years there are very  m any small villages on the incline of the 
northern  B adakhshan m ountains w here the  Tadjiks live a half no ­
m adic life; b u t on the  P andsh  itself th e  kishlaks are few in num ber 
there being alm ost no banks. A ccording to  the Russian statem ents 
there are on  the  B okharan side on the  large Pandsh bend  betw een 
V artang and Yashgulam besides Kalai V am ar only 7 small kishlaks 
w ith a Tadjik population  of 150— 200  inhabitants.

Y a sh g u la m . A fter V artang the  nex t larger inhabited river valley 
is Yashgulam, as it appears from  the follow ing chapter of travels, also 
rem arkable for its population w hich seem s in som e respects to  differ 
very  m uch from  the otherw ise v e iy  uniform  m ountain Tadjiks in 
the  Pam ir valleys. T he Yashgulam, w hose sources together w ith  those



of th e  u p p e r  V andsh  m ake the  b o u n d ary  betw een Russia and  B o­
khara in  th is part of Pam ir, has its beg inning  from  the V andsh  glacier 
u n d e r th e  nam e of Äb-i-M azar (River of the H oly T om b  o r A ltar 
River) and  receives tributaries from  the  Roshan m oun ta ins u n d er
the nam es of Bai V artang  and  K afurvatsh or K afirvadsh (Kafir
m eans unbeliever) at the ho ly  to m b  (Mazar) after w hich its m ain 
source Ä b-i-M azar is nam ed. Its beg inning  is a t a heigh t of abou t 
6500  m etres, it has a length  of a b o u t 110 kilom etres run n in g  m ainly 
th ro u g h  a v e ry  narrow  cleft, th e  upper half of w hich is v e ry  little 
know n and  exceedingly  difficult of access, as the  paths lead across 
a m aze of fragm ents of rock an d  m ountain  slides. E ven  the  low er 
half of th e  valley w here small kishlaks su rrounded  b y  a sparse 
g row th  of m ulberry  trees, w illow s and  poplars are situate on  the 
ou tle t of th e  m ountain  b rooks in to  the  m ain river, is generally  im­
passable a long  the river w here th e  m ountain  m asses have accum u­
lated under such  form ations th a t one  has to  find o n e ’s w ay  am ong
the villages on  the  higher m ounta in  slopes. T he passage follow s
now  th e  right, now  the left bank, across fords at its u p p e r course, 
w hereas on  the  stretch from  th e  kishlak of A ndergab  w hich  has a 
fortress against assaults from  th e  north-eastern  D arvas, there  are 
tw o p re tty  g o o d  bridges of trunks of trees and  osier b an d s ; of 
these  tha t a t the kishlak of M aderaun  is the  m ain passage from  
R oshan b y  th e  pass of O d u d y  to  Y ashgulam . Besides th is passage 
there  is ano ther leading sou thw ard  from  A ndergab  along  th e  tribu­
ta ry  Ä b-i-P andsh  across several passes to  the low er V artang  w here 
the  R oshan m ountains narrow  in to  a ridge of little b read th , b u t sharp 
and  steep. O n  the Ä b-i-Pandsh are small kishlaks very  near the  
tree-limit. T he w hole of the  Y ashgulam  valley is wild and  extrem ely 
inhospitable, and  the climate is ro u g h  and  w indy. T he vegeta tion  
is sparse. T he m ain im pression of a jo u rn ey  in th is valley is as of a 
w andering  th ro u g h  desolate, g rey ish  b row n slate heaps o r piled up 
granite b locks tha t separate th e  p o o r  small kishlaks th e  num ber of 
w hich is ab o u t 15 w ith a disagreeable population  of 2— 300  individuals.

T h e  R iv e r  V a n d s h .  O n  passing  the  V andsh m oun ta ins w hich 
w ith their glacier- and snow -covered, sharp  ridge separate th e  Yash­
gulam  and  V andsh valleys, w e are m et b y  a very  different sight 
from  tha t in the  Yashgulam valley, nam ely a broad , w ell w atered 
charm ing valley w ith a m agnificent g row th  of trees, nu m ero u s large 
kishlaks w ith  splendid orchards an d  a delicious climate. T here  are 
only  tw o passages across the  V andsh  m ountains, one  southerly



across the pass o{ G uskom  to  Kalai V andsh, a D arvasian fortress, 
and  one m ore northerly, em ployed by  the Ailäk shepherds; both 
very  difficult of ascent, leading across glaciers and regions of per­
petual snow . T he distance as a bird flies betw een Yashgulam 
and V andsh is only abou t 20 kilom etres, as bo th  rivers run side 
by  side in alm ost straight lines tow ards the south-w est; and  as 
the  V andsh m ountains from the glaciers in the north-east alm ost as 
far as the P andsh  valley fall only from  ab o u t 7000  m eter to 6500— 6000 
m etres, it m ay be realized how  im posing th is range m ust be. S tanding  
in the G uskom  pass one looks tow ards the  north-east and south-east 
along  a ridge relieved by  saddles w here glaciers occur; greenish 
blue icemasses and  w hite “firn” alternate in sum m er w ith sharp ridges 
and  dow n in the  bo ttom  of the V andsh  valley the rushing, broad 
river w inds betw een  green trees, kishlaks, castles, corn- and  cotton- 
fields. It is certainly one of the m ost im posing sights w hich is 
gran ted  m ankind to  see.

T he V andsh w hich is said to  m ean the Willow River from  the 
m any willows in its valley, has its beg inning  near the pass of Kasai 
or Kasyal A yak (The Sick Leg) in the  Periokhtau glaciers. By this 
extrem ely difficult pass w here the rou te  passes glaciers and  snow  
at a height of abou t 7000  m etres and can only be em ployed by  
experienced pedestrians one reaches the  K hingau river from  the 
upper V andsh valley across the D arvas m ountains. F rom  this pass 
to  the outlet of the V andsh in to  the  Pandsh, the form er has a 
length of abou t 110 kilom etres and conveys a large body  of w ater 
w ith a deep and  rapid flow; in a few  narrow  places its b read th  
on its low er course is only 30— 40 m etres, b u t w idening o u t on 
other points the breadth  exceeds 100 m etres. D uring snow -m elting 
tim e the w ater is boggy  and m uddy  like tha t of the V artang and 
Yashgulam, b u t in late sum m er and  in autum n it has like these 
clear and transparen t w ater. Its u p p er m ain sources are called 
D arra-alau (The F ire River) and  A bdur-kahor. O n  its upper course 
there are several sulphureous springs; w hether the nam e of Darra- 
alau is connected w ith th is circum stance I dare no t decide. The 
V andsh district belongs to  those regions of Pam ir that are m uch 
p lagued by  earth-quakes w hich often destroy  the  villages in this o ther­
w ise so m agnificent valley. Except th e  low er part it is on the 
w hole of a w ide and  open character. F rom  Kalai V andsh, 1854 
m etres, w here a subject Beg under the Beg of D arvas in Kalai K hum b 
resides in a large, decayed fortress there is a splendid view  far up 
the river valley to  the im posing snow - and glacier-clad peaks in
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P eriokh tau . T he greater bank  occurs on  the  righ t side of th e  river 
w here th e  D arvas m ounta ins betw een  the  K hingau and  V andsh  
descend  ra the r evenly, w hereas the V andsh m ountains com e dow n  
into th e  valley w ith an extrem ely  steep  incline and  are furrow ed 
by  m any narrow  and  deep , b u t short ravines th ro u g h  w hich the 
tributaries like waterfalls p o u r their w aters dow n sto n y  terraces into 
the V andsh.

F rom  the glaciers of the  D arvas m ountains the  V andsh  receives 
abou t 22  tributaries, the length  of w hich does n o t exceed  12— 15 
kilom etres, and  from  the V andsh  m ountains it receives a b o u t 18 
tributaries, all very  short, a t the  m ost abou t 8 k ilom etres, bu t as 
the affluents bo th  from  the righ t and  left com e dow n  from  m ighty  
ranges covered  by  perpetual snow  and  glaciers, even  the  sm aller m o u n ­
tain b rooks convey  w ater at all seasons w hich occasions a luxurian t 
vegetation , very  rare in the P am ir valleys, and the g ro w th  of trees 
is con tinued  right up to  the perpe tual snow , a fact, I have had  
o p p o rtu n ity  of witnessing.

D eposits  of the greyish yellow , fertile loess occur in th ick  layers at 
Kalai V andsh  and  no d o u b t also higher up in the  valley w here the  
T adjiks take grea t care to  canalize every arable terrace. O w in g  
to  the steepness of the V andsh  m ountains the passage be tw een  th e  
villages o n  the  left bank is very  difficult outside the ex tensions on 
the low er course of the  m ounta in  brooks. T he m ain passage, along  
w hich th e  caravans advance w ithou t special difficulties from  kishlak 
to  kishlak, therefore entirely follow s the right bank. O n  the  u p p er 
course th e  river can be traversed  by  several fords, and  across its 
m iddle and  low er course there  are several bridges w hich except o n e  
com paratively  excellent b ridge a t Kalai V andsh are v ery  prim itive 
and as a  rule do  n o t allow of the- passage of loaded  beasts of bu r­
den, so th a t inflated skins m ust b e  used  in ferrying th e  river.

The valley is only  inhabited  b y  Tadjiks, and all place-nam es 
being  of Iranian origin, it seem s as if the Turkish invasion w hich 
can be traced th rough  the w hole of M iddle and C entral Asia, has 
never reached as far as here. T he num ber of the  kishlaks is a b o u t 
50  and  the population  abou t 4 0 0 0  individuals according to  the  B eg  
in  Kalai V andsh.

A fter the  outlet of the V andsh  into the P andsh , on  w hich the 
valley w idens ou t considerably, th e  P an d sh  chiefly runs due  w est 
to  Kalai K hum b, 1605 m etres, w here the narrow , channel-like valley 
w idens o u t suddenly  to  give ro o m  for the m agnificent oasis w here  
the  Beg of D arvas resides. B oth  from  the north , from  th e  D arv as



m ountains, and from  the m ost northerly  m ountain knot in Badakh­
shan the P andsh  receives som e rather considerable tributaries, thus 
from  the glaciers of the D arvas m ountains about 16, of w hich m ust 
be noticed D arra Tshikarv, D arra K urgavat and Äb-i-Viskarv, the 
lengths of w hich are 20— 30 kilom etres, and w hose valleys are in­
habited by agricultural Tadjiks. A long these 3 rivers there are 
passages across passes of the sam e nam es as the rivers to  Khingau 
and to  its tributaries. O f these the  pass of Viskarv, 4404  metres, 
is the_ thoroughfare for the route along  the tributary of Khin­
gau, Äb-i-Zanku, to  the kishlak of Naiguf, the seat of a native 
Tadjik prince, now  subject to D arvas, and the easiest and m ost 
practicable passage across the D arvas m ountains, w hereas the m ore 
easterly passages and the passes of Bunai, Arnavadi, Tekarvi, Shir- 
gavat and Ak-bai-sitargy, from the low er and middle part of the 
V andsh valley are difficult of ascent and  lead partly across glaciers, 
so that they like G uskom  in the V andsh  m ountains generally can 
not be passed in winter, and often even n o t from the beginning of 
Septem ber.

A m ong the affluents from  the A fghan side of the P andsh  m ust 
specially be noticed the rather considerable tributary, Äb-i-Shirin 
(The Sw eet River) w hich flows in to  the  P andsh  just east of Kalai 
Khumb. Its valleys are very  densely populated  by Afghan Tadjiks, 
w ho cultivate the soil a t heights of above 3100  metres. O n its outlet 
is an Afghan fortress w ith a garrison of about 4— 500 horse and 
foo t guarding the boundary  against B okhara and the castle of Kalai 
Khumb.

Except a prim itive passage across the P andsh  betw een the kishlak 
of Istragh and N am atgut in V akhan consisting of a few trunks of trees 
fastened w ith osier bands, there w as during  the period, 1896— 99, 
w hen I traversed these regions, no t a single bridge across the P andsh 
from  Langarkish in Vakhan to Kalai K hum b i. e. on a stretch of 
abou t 450 kilom etres, or as far as from  the m ost northerly point 
of the Skaw to  H am burg or from  L ondon to  Newcastle. N either 
did I find any rem ains of previous firm bridges; the building of 
these has, indeed, been beyond the streng th  of the inhabitants, as the 
rapid course of the P andsh and principally the drift-ice in spring m ust 
have afforded an insurm ountable hindrance. Inflated skins are there­
fore used in ferrying the river.

T h e  P a n d s h  r iv e r  f ro m  K a la i K h u m b  to  its  ju n c t io n  w ith  
th e  V a k h s  (K iz il-su , S u rk h a b )  a n d  th e  D a rv a s  m o u n ta in s .



H aving  run  th rough  the realm  of D arvas, the m ain valley  of w hich 
along  the P an d sh  has a length  of abou t 60  kilom etres, the  P andsh  
first flow s tow ards the south -w est to  the kishlak of D arbandak , at 
a h e ig h t of abou t 1200 m etres, w here a tributary  from  th e  so u th ­
w esterly  spurs of the  D arvas m ountains flows into the  river; then  it 
m akes a large bend  south-eastw ard  to  the kishlak of T yubek , at 
a heigh t of 550  m etres, and, o n  the  rou te  betw een  th e  tow ns of 
Rustak o n  A fghan side and  K ulab on  B okharan, d iv ides into tw o 
m ain arm s, in  one place even  three , do tted  w ith  sa n d y  islands, on 
a stretch  of abou t 40  kilom etres; after this it on ly  consists of one 
arm  w hich after a southerly  b en d  runs on  due  w est to  the  ou tle t 
of th e  V akhs. O n  the first nam ed  stretch  to  D arb an d ak  o p p o ­
site to  th e  tow n  of K ulab its valley is b o rdered  b y  the steep  walls 
of the  B adakhshan colossus on ly  g iving room  for a narrow  bank  
w ith  several small A fghan fortresses, w hereas tow ards the n o rth ­
w est the  D arvas m ountains recede considerably  and  g ive room  for a 
w ell cultivated and  well popu la ted  arable land w hich is irrigated by  
m any, b u t very  short m ountain  brooks. F rom  here  the  river soon  
en ters a  w ide and open  level co u n try  w here the  banks are culti­
v ated  an d  well populated , and  w here th e  o pen  land, h as a m o n o ­
to n o u s  steppe  character. T he banks w hich righ t from  Kalai K hum b 
to  D arbandak  (D oor Fasten ing  o r Barring) are now  an d  then  very  
sandy, likew ise as the  river o n  a few  extensions is filled w ith  sand- 
dunes, are farther sou th  covered  w ith  im m ense forests of reeds and  
rushes, th e  h aun t of the w ild boar and  the tiger, an d  the farther
dow n w e com e into  the level coun try , especially from  the ou tle t
of the river K oktsha, the  m ore luxuriant is the vegeta tion , an d  the
better popu la ted  the  district a ro u n d  the  river, b u t th e  te rrito ry  is
filled w ith  fens and  on accoun t of the  dangerous fever extrem ely 
-unhealthy, nay  perilous to  the  foreign traveller. T he reg ion  here is 
an  excellent hun ting  territory . W ild fowl and  gam e, especially phea­
sants, are num erous, and  th ousands of torto ises, snakes, insects, 
large and  sm all lizards occur everyw here. U nfortunately  there  are 
also m osqu itoes in im m ense sw arm s am ong the insects, and p o i­
sonous sp iders and scorpions.

F ro m  Kalai K hum b to  the  o u tle t of the V andsh th e  P an d sh  has 
everyw here the  character of a m ighty , deep, rapid river an d  on  th is 
stretch  it is never quite frozen up  in w inter. W hen  th e  snow  
melts it can only  be passed on  floats of inflated skins, b u t late in 
sum m er it can be crossed on  horseback  and camel in a few  places, 
thus on th e  rou te  Rustak— K ulab and  near the A fghan fortress of



Shikai sou th-w est of Kalai K hum b. O n  the form er route the river 
is traversed from  island to island at the  kishlak of Tyubek on the 
Bokharan side; bu t one  m ay also choose a little m ore southerly rou te 
b y  the kishlak of Sayat w here the  P andsh  divides into the two 
large main arm s (the m ore northerly  again into tw o, of w hich only 
one has w ater all the year round , the o ther is 200 m etres broad 
and  runs with a velocity of abou t 5  kilom etres in the hour); and 
finally there is a rou te  farthest east across the main river itself; 
here the bo ttom  is sandy and in sp ring  the waters rush along with 
a rapid course. T he breadth is here abou t 400  metres. O n  the 
stretch from  Kalai K hum b to D arbandak  the P andsh  receives from 
the D arvas m ountains 6— 8 smaller tributaries, the lengths of which 
do n o t exceed 8— 10 kilom etres, except the tributary at D arbandak 
w hich is abou t 45  kilom etres long ; they  have a slight b o d y  of 
w ater on w hich som e small kishlaks suppo rt life. All the valleys 
of these rivers are connected with one another and w ith the valleys 
around  the B okharan tow ns of Kulab, K hovaling and B aldshuan by 
easily accessible passes. The P andsh  receives, how ever, the largest 
tributary  after it has divided into tw o arm s at Tyubek. H ere is 
the outlet of Kizil-su w hich w ith its m any tributaries w aters som e 
w ide and well populated  valleys in the territory  betw een the P andsh  
and the Vakhs.

Kizil-su (Red River) is at its u p p er course called A ksu; it has 
w ith tw o sources, Talbar and Yaksu, its rise near the pass of Tal- 
bar w here there are passages to  the K hingau; first it runs south ­
w est th rough  a very  narrow  ravine w here there are nevertheless 
small kishlaks nearly up to  its beginning, then  the valley w idens 
ou t by  degrees, and from the kishlak of K hanabad to  the tow n  of 
Kulab, it is abou t 8 kilom etres b road , b u t not very  m uch populated , 
as the num erous arm s of the river reduce the valley to  a boggy 
hollow  infested w ith fever and densely  covered with rushes and 
reeds.

O n arriving from  the east from  the m ountains, w e m eet for 
the first tim e w ith a pretty large tow n, nam ely Kulab, 640  m e­
tres, after w hich the w hole of the  district is nam ed. It is one 
of the m ost im portant commercial tow ns in  East B okhara; it has 
straight and broad  streets and houses thatched w ith rushes and 
reeds w hich give them  an alm ost E uropean  appearance. By Kulab a 
considerable trade is carried on w ith  the neighbouring A fghanistan 
and India, and  the tow n has a m iscellaneous population of Usbegs, 
Tadjiks, T urkom ans, Kirghiz, H indoos and Afghans.



A b o u t 20  kilom etres below  K ulab is the  outlet of the  river w hich 
w aters the oasis of K hovaling. Its u p p er course is called K hovaling, 
and  its beg inn ing  is near the pass of K hingak or K hangak, 2740  
m etres, in th e  K hingau m oun ta ins; its valley is 4 — 5 kilom etres 
b road , and  kishlaks occur in large num bers on bo th  banks. H ere 
is also th e  larger tow n  of K hovaling  at a heigh t of 1494  m etres 
w here a B okharan  B eg resides. T o  a little below  the kishlak of 
Saripul (Yellow Bridge) the K hovaling first runs tow ards th e  sou th ­
w est and  th en  tu rns w est. A t the m ountain  and  gold  m in ing  tow n  
of B aldshuan, 9 2 5  m etres, it unites w ith  T shorab-darra w hich com es 
dow n  from  th e  pass of Ssipar-H am adan, 2440  m etres, in the  K hingau 
m ountains, and  betw een  the  K hovaling  and B aldshuan m oun ta ins it 
runs in a sou th-w estern  direction th ro u g h  a very  w ell tilled and 
densely  pop u la ted  valley. A t B aldshuan, which, d ivided in to  tw o 
parts, is s ituated  on b o th  sides of K hovaling, w ith Eski B aldshuan 
(O ld B.) and  Yanghi B. (New  B.) on  respectively the  left an d  right 
bank , th e  valley is very  narrow , and  the  river rapid  b u t n o t deep. 
F ro m  B aldshuan the river runs in a sou thern  direction, is n o w  called 
K itshik-Surkhab (kitshik being  T urk ish  for Little, and S u rkhab  Iranian 
fo r R ed W ater) or Kizil-su (Red River) and is on its low er course 
sparsely  pop u la ted ; likewise as A ksu, w hich is also called Kulab- 
darya (The K ulab River) it passes into low, boggy, reed-covered  
regions, n o t fit for cultivation, b u t the  haun t of the  w ild b o ar and  
o th e r gam e, especially wild fowl.

A bou t 3 0  kilom etres before th e  Kizil-su flows into the  P an d sh , it 
receives th e  w aters of T airdy o r Taissu w hose course is v e ry  little 
know n. It has its rise w est of B aldshuan in the pass betw een  
th e  B aldshuan and  the V andsh  m ountains, is first called K ongur 
(Spider) and  runs first south-w est, and  then  sou th  th ro u g h  a spar­
sely  popu la ted  valley from  w hich there  are m any easily accessible 
passages across the  B aldshuan range, here  rising only  a few  h u n d red  
m etres above  the  valley, eastw ard  to  Kizil-su o r Little S urkhab. 
T h e  jo in t leng th  of Kizil-su from  the beginning of A ksu is 180 
kilom etres, and  of Little Surkhab  w ith  K hovaling 110 kilom etres. 
F o r  the  form er th is m eans a fall of ab o u t 17 m etres in 1 k ilom eter.

T h e  D a r v a s  M o u n ta in s .  T he w hole of the  extensive m o u n ­
ta inous reg ion  w hich form s the no rth ern  and w estern  b o u n d a ry  of 
the  P andsh  valley and is the w atershed  betw een  the tribu ta ry  stream s 
of the K hingau and  V akhs on the  one  and those of th e  P an d sh  on 
the o ther side, exclusively consists of the  D arvas range w ith  its



southw esterly spurs; it begins in the north-east with south-w esterly 
o r m ore im m ediately w est-south-w esterly direction and then  north 
of Kalai K hum b turns due south-w est sending all its considerable 
stream s to the P andsh w hereas none of significance reaches the 
V akhs from the  Khingau to its outlet into the Pandsh. The D arvas 
m ountains, an  arm of the range of P eter the G reat or Periokhtau, 
begin in the north-east at the F edshenko  glacier and Sseltau, the 
height of w hich attains to about 7500  m etres, and recede S. S. W. 
generally divided into tw o or three parallel ridges betw een the 
Khingau and the  Vakhs, then turn  w est to  the peak of Pik Nash- 
purkam tsh from  w here spurs run dow n tow ards the Kalai K hum b 
valley, and send  at the pass of Sagridasht (The Saddle Plain), 
the main passage from Kalai K hum b to  the Khingau valley, tw o 
main ranges tow ards the w est and the  south-w est. The latter is 
the proper D arvas range, here steadily dw indling in height on 
its w ay through  the river system of A ksu— Kizil-su and Pandsh. 
T he form er are the Khingau m ountains, sloping sm oothly dow n to  
the  Khingau river and shooting  forth num erous spurs tow ards the 
south-w est; of these the main are the V akhs m ountains andS av istan - 
tau ending in the Tair-su m ountains w hich separate the Tair-su from 
the Vakhs and w ith a height attaining to  about 1130 m etres run 
dow n to  the P andsh , w here the K oktsha from the A fghan side 
flows into the bend  w hich is m ade here, further the B aldshuan 
ridge betw een Tair-su and Surkhab and  th e  K hovaling and Ak-su 
m ontains w hose short parallel spurs separate the  valleys on  the 
m ain sources of Kizil-su.

T he D arvas m ountains the north-easterly part of w hich is one 
of the m ost im posing snow  ranges of Pam ir and  w hose secondary 
ridge is also partly  covered by  glaciers, decrease greatly in height 
from  the  po in t of P ik  N ashpurkam tsh; here  the glaciers are at an 
end, and from  the pass of Sagridasht and  the G ushkan pass farther 
east (3600 m etres) w hich leads from  the K hingau valley to  the 
Chimbai valley the D arvas range passes by  degrees in to the level 
country  in the district of Kulab.

In the w esterly spur of the D arvas range, the K hingau m oun­
tains, the passes are on  an average abou t 2600  m etres high. The 
m ost easterly pass is Patysak or Bolesak n o t far from the  point 
w here the K hingau m ountains leave the D arvas range. T he pass 
leads from the Tevildarra on the K hingau to  Kulab. F arther w est 
are the passes of Khingak and Ssipar— H am adan w hose starting- 
points from  the  Khingau valley are betw een the kishlaks of Tevil-



darra  and  Tshildarra. T he form er w hich is 2700  m etres h igh, bu t 
com paratively  easily accessible and  generally  open  all the  y ea r round , 
leads d o w n  in to  the K hovaling valley ; the  latter, b u t 2 4 5 0  m etres 
h igh , lies ab o v e  the tree-limit, b u t is as a  rule snow ed  u p  in the 
w in te r; it leads dow n into the  T sho rabdo rra  valley.

T h e  V a k h s  M o u n ta in s ,  the south-w esterly  con tinuation  of the 
K hingau m ountains, still attain an  average heigh t of 3 0 0 0 — 3600  
m etres, b u t the ir southerly  spurs, Savistan- o r Sevistän-tau , along  
th e  left b ank  of the V akhs on ly  rise to  2200  m etres. T h e  b o u n ­
dary  be tw een  these  tw o ridges is form ed b y  the pass o f Gul-i- 
sandan , 1400  m etres, which, rising b u t slightly, leads from  the  
V akhs valley to  the river K ongur and  is g row n w ith  foliferous 
trees  and  copse. F arther sou th  tow ards the  P an d sh  Savistan- 
ta u  and  its prolongation , the T airdy-su  m ountains, fall to  1000 
an d  500  m etres; they  are covered  w ith  a sporadic g ro w th  of trees 
an d  bushes, especially m aple, and  on ly  the isolated salt m ountain , 
K hodsha-m unyn , sou th  of K ulab attains to  a m ore considerab le 
heigh t, 1500  m etres, abou t 1000  m etres above the su rro u n d in g  
coun try . T h e  nex t spur from  th e  K hingau m ountains, the  B aldshuan  
range, chiefly consists of sm aller clay hills across w hich leads the  
m ain ro u te  from  B aldshuan to  H issar, and  10— 15 k ilom etres from  
the ir junction  th e  K hovaling and  A k-su m ountains also so o n  fall to  
a few h u n d red  m etres above th e  su rround ing  coun try . T he m ain 
ro u te  from  K ulab to  B aldshuan leads across the pass of K hodsha 
K hubedun , 1250  m etres, b u t apart from  this there  are in th e  sou th ­
w esterly  parts  of the m ountain  ridges along  the K hingau, P an d sh  
and  V akhs num berless m ore o r less easy passages, accessible a t all 
seasons.

T h e  V a k h s  R iv e r . T he V akhs (Kizil-su, S urkhab; th e  form er 
designation  is due to  the T urkish  speaking  Kirghiz, in p a rt nom a­
dizing, in p art resident on  the  u p p er course of the  river, th e  latter 
to  th e  residen t Iranian people in K arategin) this m ighty  river, length  
a b o u t 6 5 0  kilom etres, w hich in  th e  no rth  form s the  b o u n d a ry  be­
tw een  the  P am ir m ountains and  th e  w esterly pro longation  of Tian- 
shan  in  C entral and M iddle Asia, the  Alai m ountains, th e  T urkestan  
range, the  H issar and Serafshan m ountains, has its beg inn ing  under 
the  nam e of Kizil-su in the  eastern  Alai and  runs th ro u g h  the  
eastern  Alai steppe w here the Alai Kirghiz, a few  T urkestan  K irghiz 
and  the K irghiz w ho have their w in ter residences in K arategin,



nom adize in sum m er. In the Alai steppe it receives m any tributary 
stream s, especially from the im posing glacier-clad Transalai range 
w ith Pik K aufm ann abou t 7500  m etres, the northern  bo rder m oun­
tains of Pam ir betw een the river M uksu  and the easterly Kizil-su 
w hich flows to  Kashgaria. The tributaries from the Alai range in 
the north are on  the o ther hand  bo th  less num erous and  smaller 
( 0 .  O lufsen, G eogr. Tidskrift: A laisteppen og den aflebslese S0 

Kara Kul etc.).
The Kizil-su divides into so m any arm s on the Alai steppe that 

it is often difficult to  point ou t the  m ain course, but w est of the 
po in t of D arau t K urgan (Kurgan m eans fortress), w here there are 
rem ains of a fortress built by  K hudayar K han of K okand, the main 
course is betw een Katta- and Kitshik K aram uk (Large and Small Kara- 
muk). Betw een the tw o latter m ountain  knots is the eastern b o u n ­
dary betw een B okhara and Russian te rrito ry  and, following the small 
tributary  Ä b-i-G arm  on its course betw een the Ilek and the V akhs 
m ountains to  its outlet into the Surkhab we traverse the Bokharan 
m ountain province of Karategin w hich on this stretch em braces the 
Kizil-su— Surkhab valley and the valleys of the adjacent m ountain 
rivers all subject to  the Beg in G arm , and  is one of the m ost fer­
tile, healthiest and  m ost beautiful m ountain  provinces of Bokhara. 
As the description of the eastern part of this province occurs in 
a later section w here I describe m y journey, I refer to  th is also 
for the main tow n of Garm.

T h e  S u rk h a b -V a k h s  fro m  G a rm  to  th e  o u t l e t  o f  th e  r iv e r  
in to  th e  P a n d s h .  W est of G arm  w here the river has a rapid 
course and is som ew here filled w ith sand-dunes and num berless 
islands, it runs due south-w est after having received the  Sorbukh, 
and its w ide, broad  valley is continued, after the river has received 
the K hingau on the  right bank, there  being  alm ost no w atershed 
betw een the latter and the  valley of the river Ilek w hich belongs 
to  the river system  of Kafirnihan.

W hen the little Äb-i-Garm from  the K arategin m ountains has 
flow ed into the  Surkhab, the latter forces its w ay th rough  a ravine 
in the m ountains w here the rocky walls seem  to  hang  over the 
w ater, and from  now  it is called V akhs. T he upper part of the 
V akhs valley to  the kishlak of Tut-kaul (possibly tut-aul =  M ulberry 
Tow n) is said to  be totally inaccessible or a t any rate very  difficult 
of access, w hich is certainly quite right, as the travellers in this 
region up to  a very  recent time, even the Russian Lipsky in 1905,



have av o id ed  th is part of the valley, and  the natives o n  the ir w ay  
from  K ulab to  K arategin alw ays take the circuit by  th e  to w n  of 
F aisabad  in H issar and along  the Ilek river and  Ä b-i-G arm  farther 
north-east. T h e  low er part of the ravine w here the w ay  leads from  
F aisabad  to  Baldshuan, is exceedingly picturesque. H ere th e  river 
flow s in a sharp  bend  th rough  lime rocks of the strangest fo rm a­
tions, and  across the narrow est place in the rocks, abou t 15 m etres 
b road , is built a b ridge, called Pul-i-sangi (The S tone Bridge). T h rough  
the  ravine th e  river rushes w ith  deafen ing  din, churn ing  its w ay 
am ongst innum erable boulders, the  m ighty  w hirls and  edd ies being  
g ro u n d  in to  foam  w hich is th row n  high aloft in  the ravine. T he 
fragm ents of ro ck  w hich are heaped up  in the ravine are sm o o th ed  
and  excavated b y  th e  w ater and  the m ountain  material conveyed  b y  
the river is fo rm ed into the m ost fantastic figures. T he g rea ter part 
of the  ravine is qu ite uninhabitable, b u t still there  are in th e  low er 
part a few residences on  the w ay b y  Tash-kaul to  Faisabad. F ro m  
ab o u t D arau t K urgan  to  the outflow  of the river in to  the  P an d sh  it 
can only  be passed  across the few prim itive bridges o r b y  m eans 
of inflated skins, b u t above D arau t K urgan  it can be traversed  by  
several fords in th e  Alai steppe.

A t T ut-kaul the  V akhs m akes a large curve ro und  ab o u t Savistan- 
tau  (The W inter M ountains) and  then  w est of the kishlak of D aganah  
it again runs tow ards the  south-w est betw een the  m oun ta ins of 
Savistan-tau an d  K hodsha-m astam  w here its valley is n o t inhabited  
be ing  filled w ith  blocks of stone and  rounded  stones; then  it flow s 
o u t into a w ide plain around  the tow n  of K urgan-tube, th e  old 
realm  of K hotl. H ere it divides into m any  arm s w hich th o ro u g h ly  
m oistening the plain reduce it to  a b o g g y  and unhealthy  territory . 
T he m ain arm  of the  river, do tted  w ith  small islands, is a b o u t 160 
m etres broad , and  the banks are all covered  w ith rushes, reeds, 
copse and  en tangled , im penetrable jungle , the haun t of the  w ild boar. 
N ear K urgan-tube there is a go ld  w ashing  station, and gold  is con ­
ta ined  in the  river sand at m any places from  the Alai steppe to  th e  
ou tle t of the river into the  P an d sh ; there  is, for th a t m atter, go ld san d  
here and there  in the w hole bed  of th e  A m u D arya. S outh  of K urgan- 
tube  the righ t bank  of the  V akhs is covered  w ith dense w o o d s  of 
w illows, pop lars and  pistachio trees; a t the  passage from  K urgan-tube 
to  K abadian the  river divides in to  several arm s w hich g ive room  
for sw am py, copse-covered islands. Sm all lakes occur now  an d  th en  
on  the banks w hich are everyw here fenny  and  unhealthy.

E veryw here the  V akhs offers g rea t h indrances to  com m unication ,



its quantity  of w ater w ould be sufficient to render it navigable, but 
its rapid course, and the sand-dunes and  boulders heaped up in its 
bed  entirely preven t navigation. The few bridges across it are 
all primitive and built of trunks of trees. O n their w ay from 
K urgan-tube to  Kabadian, the C hinese are said to  have built a 
stone bridge across the river, w hich the  artificial heaps of stones 
on  both  sides of the river seem  to  prove. The w hole neighbour­
h o o d  is full of ruins which suggest a form er higher culture. W here 
the course of the  river is m ore quiet, in the broader bends, 
floats of inflated skins are used in ferrying, and on its nether 
course south of K urgan-tube launches draw n by horses are used.

T he V akhs receives its principal body  of w ater from  the T rans­
alai glaciers and  the enorm ous m asses of snow  and ice in the m oun ­
ta ins of Peter the  G reat (Periokhtau), from  the num erous tributaries 
stream ing dow n the Alai steppe, from M uksu, w hose main sources 
are in the Sulum art m ountains around the glaciers of P ik K aufmann, 
from Khingau and several small brooks w hich com e dow n from 
the range of P eter the G reat betw een M uksu and Khingau. The 
rainfall in K arategin and in the Alai m ountains is in contrast to 
m ost of the o ther regions in M iddle and  C entral Asia of considerable 
im portance. H aving received the K hingau the Vakhs (Surkhab) re­
ceives no other im portan t tributaries on the left bank, from w hich it is 
easy to  realize the snow  conditions in the m ountains betw een P andsh, 
K hingau and  V akhs; indeed, w est of the m eridian of G arm  the 
perpetual snow  disappears in the Pam ir m ountains. T he tributaries 
from the north  and  the w est are on the  w hole short and sparse 
and the affluents from  eastern Alai and Kitshik Alai are all short 
and  do  no t convey  w ater all the year th rough . In W est Alai, be ­
tw een  K aram uk and  the Pakshif pass, w hich leads from  the Surkhab 
valley to  the upper Serafshan valley, th ree rivers which are short 
b u t abounding  in w ater, nevertheless contribu te considerably tow ards 
the main river. O f these the Ä b-i-sanku and  the A b-i-kabud are 
m entioned in the following travels. T he th ird , Surkhab, w est of G arm  
Äb-i-G arm , w hich forces its w ay th rough  the Ilek m ountains, a 
b rook  from the Ilek m ountains betw een K odsha-m astam  and  Gasi- 
mailek and an affluent from  this chain, the  tw o latter flowing out 
into the sw am py arm s on the right bank  of the Vakhs north  of 
Kurgan-tube, are the last tributary stream s to  the huge river w hose 
valley except K arategin and the low er valley a t K urgan-tube and 
farther south  is sparsely populated  or quite uninhabited and n o t suit­
able for agriculture.



T h e  S o r b u k h - R iv e r .  W ith th e  line of S orbukh-V akhs w e have 
reached  a w esterly  line of separation  betw een  the  Alai m oun ta ins 
and  P am ir m oun ta ins on  the  one  and  the B okharan H issar m o u n ­
tains on  th e  o ther side. P erhaps it is a question  a t issue, w hether 
the  no rth -w estern  b o undary  of th e  Surkhab-V akhs, the K arategin 
and  Ilek m oun ta ins w ith  their sou th-w estern  spurs betw een  th e  rivers 
V akhs and  K afirnihan ough t to  be counted  to  the Alai o r  th e  H is­
sar m ountains. T he north-easterly  p art of the  K arategin m oun ta ins 
beg ins a t th e  Pakshif pass and  is very  m arkedly  separa ted  from  
Alai b y  the  S o rbukh  valley, although  it looks, indeed , o n  th e  last 
Russian m aps as if the  K arategin m ountains north  of th e  sources 
of the  S o rb u k h  are connected w ith  the  Alai m ountains. I consider 
the  valleys of the  S o rbukh  and  the  V akhs as the  w estern  b o u n d ary  
of the  B okharan  P am ir m ountains, and  refer the  m oun ta ins w est of 
them  to  th e  H issar m ountains, -but I will observe at the  sam e tim e 
tha t on  describ ing the  tribu tary  stream s on  the righ t side of the 
V akhs w e are in  the B okharan H issar m ountains.

T he S o rb u k h  is the largest tribu ta ry  stream  to  the  S u rkhab  on 
the righ t b ank ; its w hole course runs w ithin B okharan  te rrito ry  
and has its beg inning  at the  Pakshif pass w here is th e  b o u n d ary  
betw een  Russia and Bokhara. Its u p p e r course an d  one  of its 
u p p er tribu taries on the  left b ank  are called Gorif. T he Pakshif 
pass, 3 6 6 0  m etres, is traversed  o n  the w ay  from  K arategin  (Garm ) 
to  the  Serafshan valley. Pakshif is the  rou te m ost u sed  here  and  
is passed b y  num erous caravans. T he rou te  along  the  S o rb u k h  is 
n o t difficult; the pass itself is cu t deep ly  dow n and  covered  w ith  a 
rich g row th  of grass and  flowers. F ro m  the to p  of the  pass dow n 
tow ards Serafshan one has to  cross a steep little glacier, and  from  
here the w ay  goes b y  a zigzag p a th  dow n into the valley. W est 
of Pakshif is en th roned  a considerable m ountain  colossus, G ulbas, 
belonging  to  th e  m ost easterly p a rt of the  H issar range, rising to  
above 5 0 0 0  m etres and  covered  b y  perpetual snow . F ro m  one of 
the  upper tributaries of the S o rbukh  (Gorif) one arrives b y  the  pass 
in G ulbas, K ausga, to  the Y aghnob valley (tributary of Serafshan). 
F rom  ano ther m ain source on th e  left side of the  S o rbukh , Ab-i- 
D uburg , ano ther passage leads across the so-called V adif pass to  
Serafshan. A fter the  outflow  of the  Ä b-i-D uburg in to  th e  Gorif,
the  river is called S orbukh. F ro m  the left it receives the  tribu ­
ta ry  K am aran-su, w hose banks like those of the  low er S orbukh  
have fertile loess terraces w ith  num erous kishlaks. O n  th e  m iddle 
course of the  S orbukh the  valley narrow s, its sides s tand ing  like



steep slopes w here avalanches and  m ountain  slips render the pas­
sages dangerous in spring. The slopes are here and  there covered 
w ith real w oods of wild fruit trees am ong w hich the small light 
Karateginian bear has its caves. O n  its m outh  abou t 20 kilom etres 
w est of G arm  the Sorbukh divides into several arms w hose beds 
are filled up w ith pebbles covering the bo ttom ; a t m ost seasons 
its fords can be passed, but at high w ater gupsars m ust be re­
sorted  to. T he Sorbukh has a jo in t length  from the Pakshif pass 
to  Surkhab of abou t 60  kilom etres, and  on this stretch its fall is 
abou t 39 m etres in 1 kilometer, its m outh  being situated at a height 
of abou t 1300 m etres. The nam e of Sorbukh is possibly derived 
from  the w ord of sor (red) and  bukh, bakh or bägh (garden), the 
w hole of the nam e alluding to  the flow ering red orchards g row ing  
wildly on its banks.

Ä b -i-G a rm . A bout 50 kilom etres below  the Sorbukh the river 
Äb-i-G arm flows in to  the Surkhab-V akhs; w ith its tw o m ain sour­
ces it com es dow n from  the pass of Gleni-K ush and the  pass of 
Tuvis-bala in the  Karategin m ountains; bo th  the valley of th is river 
and those of abou t 10 smaller m ountain  brooks w hich flow ou t 
in to the right and  left bank betw een G arm  and Äb-i-Garm, have 
sparsely cultivated banks and  few small kishlaks, and the  tw o tri­
butaries from the  north  pouring their w aters into the fens at K urgan- 
tube- have sparsely populated  banks. A long bo th  of the latter val­
leys, w here there is a sporadic population on the w hole of the 
river courses, there are easy passages to  the tow ns of D usham be, 
Kafirnihan and  Faisabad, for the w esterly  across the pass at the 
kishlak of Ingishka, about 1130 m etres, and  for the easterly across 
the pass of Sardalu (Apricot) abou t 1500 metres, w hich show s us 
that the ascent from  the valley of the  V akhs river at K urgan-tube, 
abou t 460  m etres, to  the upper parts of the river Kafirnihan, is 
only  about 700— 1000 m etres. T he m ore w esterly passage is the 
m ain route betw een these larger tow ns of East Bokhara.

A lthough the banks of the V akhs (Kizil-su— Surkhab) are on 
its m iddle and  low er course uninhabitable and uninhabited, m any 
people find their food in its valley. N um berless Kirghiz nom adize 
on  the Alai steppe about the K i z i l - su  on  Russian territory, m any 
Kirghiz auls occur on the low er Kizil-su and the upper Surkhab. 
T he K arateginian kishlaks w hich are chiefly populated  b y  Tadjiks 
and  a few U sbegs lie close together, and  on the Vakhs itself and  its 
tributaries live in part Tadjiks, in part U sbegs, w ho in sum m er lead



a half nom adic life in  their A iläks o r Yailäks, and  finally on its 
low er couse occur som e T urkom ans w ho have their w in te r villages 
ro u n d  a b o u t in  the  valleys. T he w o rd  of V akhs is su p p o sed  to  be 
of o ld  Iranian origin and  to  be connected  w ith the  S iaposh  in  Ka- 
firistan w ho , as I have show n in  m y book  “ V akhan an d  G aran ” 
have at any  rate form erly lived in V akhan. T he o ld  nam e of 
O xus o r A m u D arya w as V akhshu.

M O U N T A IN  B O K H A R A

T H E  B O K H A R A N  H IS S A R  M O U N T A IN S

In a preced ing  section I have spoken  of the line: th e  Pakshif 
pass— S orbukh-V akhs as a line of separation betw een the B okharan 
P am ir m oun ta ins and  Alai an d  th e  B okharan H issar m oun ta in s; 
orographically  this is n o t correct, and  I have only  d o n e  so to  
facilitate the  survey  of the  intricate m ountain  conditions. Passing  
now  to  a descrip tion  of the H issar m ountains w ith the ir sou th ­
w esterly  branches, I m ust prem ise th a t the H issar chain itself w hich 
form s the  w atershed  betw een the  tributaries of the  Serafshan and 
the A m u D ary a  begins already in the so-called M atsha m ountain- 
district w ith  th e  M atsha glacier w here the river M atsha, th e  upper­
m ost source of the Serafshan, rises. T he frontier tow ards Rus­
sia exactly follow s the crest of the  H issar chain from  th e  pass of 
M atsha w here  the Alai chain ends and  the H issar chain and  the 
T urkestan chain north  of the  Serafshan begin; first it g o es w est­
w ard  over the pass of F itu rak  to  the  pass of Pakshif w here 
the  Serafshan chain betw een the rivers S aghnau or Y aghnob and 
Serafshan separates at the m ountain  kno t of G ulbas (The F low er 
Top), from  here the H issar crest and  the frontier run  tow ards the 
south-w est to  the  sources of the  river Kafirnihan, w estw ard  across 
the  A nsop  pass to the M ura pass, and  from  here to  the north-w est 
to  the  m ountain  k n o t of H asreti Sultan  (The Sublime, S acred  Prince), 
w here the p ro p er H issar chain ends in  the w est. F ro m  H asreti 
S ultan the  frontier w ith a northerly  curve passes east of the tri­
butaries of th e  Kashka D arya, b y  the  pass of T akhta-karatsha in 
S am arkand-tau  follow ing the w atershed  betw een the n o rth  and  the 
sou th  b y  the  kishlak of D yam  due w est to  the sixty sixth m eridian, 
from  here to  the  north  to  the  kishlak of Sengir-bulak and  in  several



curvatures th rough  the low  hills sou th  of the Serafshan betw een 
the tow ns of K atta K urgan and Siah-eddin to the kishlak of Sara- 
bulak on the railway w est of Katta K urgan.

T h e  H is s a r  C h a in  w hose length is about 300  kilom etres, 
counting from the  M atsha pass, has th roughou t its w hole extension 
the character of an imm ense im posing chain w hose crests are never 
below  the regions of the perpetual snow , the average height of the 
highest tops being betw een 5 and 6 0 0 0  metres.

W hilst the H issar range rises im m ediately as one ridge from 
the valleys in  th e  north, from  the Y aghnob and Iskandär-darya (Is- 
kandär is the nam e of the natives for A lexander the Great), its 
eastern part is to  the south  follow ed by  the parallel chain, the  Ka­
rategin m ountains, w hich m ake the boundary  of the right bank  of 
the Surkhab and  end on the upper course of the river Kafirnihan. 
Som e authors m ake them  continue farther w est south of the H issar 
chain by  the m ountains round D usham be and  K aratagh (The Black 
M ountains), w hich does no t appear, how ever, from  the later Russian 
maps. The m ountain  range of H asreti Sultan belongs to  the m ost 
em inent m ountain parts of the H issar chain. Its height is given 
as about 6000 metres, on the Russian m aps as 15000 English feet, 
and it form s a very distinct w atershed betw een the tributaries of 
three of the  m ost salutary rivers of C entral Asia, the Serafshan, 
Kashka D arya and  A m u D arya, w hose sources flow dow n from  its 
snow-clad peaks. O n its north  side are the sources of the rivers 
K shut and M aghian (tributaries of the Serafshan), in the w est are 
the beginnings of the sources of K ashka D arya, and  tow ards the 
east m ountain brooks run  dow n to  the Iskandär-darya. A t Hasreti 
Sultan the H issar chain sends forth a w idely branched, fanshaped 
m ountain form ation tow ards the south-southw est w hich passes by 
degrees into the level country  along the Shirabad-darya, betw een 
this river and Surkhan still p roceeding as low hills southw ard and 
southw estw ard to  Shirabad and Kelif and  in the w est to  the regions 
round  Gusar.

The m ost im portan t of these south-w esterly H issar m ountains is 
the Baissun chain w hich is follow ed bo th  to  the  east and w est by 
num erous parallel chains, and falls from  a height of 17— 1800 m etres 
on the sources of the G usar-darya to  abou t 1500 m etres w est of 
Baissun and to  305  m etres at the  tow n  of Kelif on  the bank 
of A m u D arya; it separates the valleys of Shirabad-darya and 
Kashka D arya.



F rom  H asreti Sultan  long  spurs run  dow n tow ards th e  u p p er 
valley of S urkhan , and  the chain is also connected  w ith the  m oun ta in s 
be tw een  the  rivers K shut and M aghian , along  w hich the re  a re  pas­
sages w hich  lead from  the Serafshan to  the  K ashka D arya. T he 
chain betw een  K shu t and  M aghian  is called O bi-taghasan (O b  =  
A b =  W ater). In the  w est H asreti Sultan  is connected  w ith  the 
lo n g  low  chain the  w hole of w hich is usually  called S am arkand-tau  
(tau =  tagh  =  m ountain), and  w hich em braces w ith  a so u th ern  curve 
the  fertile oasis ro u n d  Sam arkand. S am arkand-tau  has m any  various 
local nam es, thus on the  upper course  of the  M aghian  S hum -rakhna, 
3 3 5 0  m etres, on  the  upper course of the  K ashka D arya S anganak tji 
(S tony  M ountains), K uh-i-surkh (Red M ountains), K irrtau (D esolate, 
V egetationless M ountains). S ou th -w est of S am arkand it is called 
A k-tau (W hite M ountains). F inally  sou th-w est of K atta K urgan 
w here S am arkand-tau  ends in several low  hills runn ing  m ain ly  from  
east to w est it bears th e  nam es, co u n ted  from  north  to  sou th , of 
Kalta-tau (S hort M ountains), Shahr-shahr, again K alta-tau, further 
T im -tau and  K aratsha.

A cross th e  m ighty  H issar crest (H issar m eans Castle o r Palace), 
w hich form s a considerable h indrance to  the in tercourse betw een  
peop le  in E ast B okhara and  T urkestan , lead a considerable num b er 
of passes, practically all of them  difficult of ascent. B eg inn ing  in 
the east, w e m eet abou t 10 kilom etres w est of the  Pakshif pass the 
pass of K ausrga w hich leads from  th e  sources of the Y aghnob to  the 
river S o rbukh  in  K arategin. This pass is very  difficult of access, 
the rou te  traverses the perpetual snow , and  it is a lm ost exclusively 
em ployed b y  the U sbegic nom ads. A bou t 24  k ilom etres farther 
w est the pass of Sakh-ob again leads across perpetual snow  from  
th e  upperm ost valley  of the Y aghnob to  the river Kalta-kul (Short 
Lake o r S ho rt River), tribu tary  of th e  upper course of th e  Kafir­
nihan. Like K ausrga this pass is on ly  em ployed  by  th e  nom a­
dic popu la tion . B oth passes lead  respectively across the  east and 
w est end of the  m ountain  k n o t of G ulbas, and  presum ably  bo th  
of them  exceed 5200 m etres. A b o u t 21 kilom etres farther w est 
w e m eet th e  pass of H akh w hich  leads from  the w ell peop led  
up p er p art o f the  Y aghnob valley (Yaghnob or Yaghnau m eans Ice 
River) to  one  of the m ain sources of th e  Kafirnihan, Sarda-i-m iona, 
and  further on  to  the larger tow ns in the  H issar district. T he pass 
of H akh is reached from  the Y aghnob valley by  the kishlaks of 
D ehikalan (The Large Village) and  N o v o b o t th rough  a narrow  ra­
vine on  the  m ountain  b rook  B itshan; abou t 16 kilom etres farther



w est the pass of A rkhu, about 10 kilom etres farther w est the pass 
of Ardila-kul, and  again 10 kilom etres w est of the latter the A rba- 
kul pass (The Carriage Lake), 4481 m etres, lead from tributaries of 
the Y aghnob across the H issar crest to  tributaries of the upper 
course of the K afirnihan. T he last pass is m uch em ployed in spite 
of the perpetual snow  in the pass itself. The w ay from the Yagh­
nob  valley to  the  pass traverses the M ogabi ravine, and having 
traversed the pass the  w ay turns w est by  the kishlaks of K ök 
tepe (Blue or G reen  Hill) and  Ibol, a t w hich latter one m eets the 
passage about 16 kilom etres m ore w esterly w hich leads across the 
m uch em ployed A nsop  pass, 3731 m etres, along the tribu tary  of 
the Y aghnob of the  sam e nam e to  the river Sigdi-darya, one of 
the main sources of Kafirnihan. B etw een the passes of A rba-kul 
and  A nsop is ano ther passage w hich leads across glaciers. F rom  
the kishlak of A nsop  issue several passages southw ard across the 
Hissar crest, thus besides A nsop the m ore w esterly neighbouring 
passes of Kshirr and  Shutur, 3444  m etres, all leading to  the valley 
of Sigdi-daiya. A nsop  is the easiest and  m ost em ployed. T he 
distance from  ' th e  kishlak of A nsop  to  the kishlak of N am asga 
(The Place of P rayer), 1951 m etres, on  the Sigdi-darya, only 
com es to  abou t 19 kilom etres. F rom  the Shutur pass, abou t 19 
kilom etres w est of A nsop pass, and up to  the well know n M ura 
pass, about 37  kilom etres farther w est, the H issar crest is very  litte 
know n; on this stretch it is called H anakä and has everyw here a 
wildly rom antic and  exceedingly picturesque appearance w ith snow - 
and  glacier-clad peaks. Betw een the tw o latter passes is the pas­
sage of H anakä, up to  the present date  know n only b y  native 
nom ads.

Best know n is the M ura pass, 3 7 1 0  m etres, w hich form s the 
shortest connection betw een the tow ns on the Serafshan river and 
the East Bokharan tow ns on the upper Surkhan river. T he road 
leads from the Serafshan valley along  the Iskandär-darya and  its 
tributary  M ura. T he route along the Iskandär-darya to  Iskandär- 
Kul, 2119 m etres, is exceedingly troublesom e, traversing sharply 
jagged  peaks; from  here is an easy rou te  along the river Sary-tagh 
(Yellow M ountain), then it tu rns south  to  a small constantly fro­
zen lake, the circuit of w hich is abou t 4— 500  metres, and further 
on  one has to  climb extrem ely difficult paths, partly across per­
petual snow , to  the  M ura pass. T he descent southw ard g o es steeply 
dow n to the kishlak of Hakimi and further to  the well know n in­
dustrial tow n of K aratagh (Black M ountain) w hich w as destroyed
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b y  an earthquake  a t the  end  of O c to b e r 1907. F rom  the M ura  pass, 
w hich has been  traversed  b y  several E uropean  travellers, to  H asreti 
S u ltan  the re  are no  know n passes across the  range w hich  seem s 
inaccessible here o r a t any rate exceedingly  difficult of ascent. O n ly  
w est of the  snow  peak  of H asreti Sultan the  H issar chain falls 
rather considerab ly  and  suddenly , and  now  there are to  th e  w est and  
farther on  in S am arkand-tau  several passes and  these  easier than  the 
easterly  nam ed  here, all of w hich w ithou t any  exception  m ust be 
designated  as difficult of access either ow ing  to  the  steepness of 
the  ascents o r  to  glaciers and  snow . In the w in ter all m ust be  
considered  inaccessible w herefore the  accesses be tw een  T urkestan , 
the  E ast B okharan  m ountain  tow ns and  K arategin are a t th is season  
practically barred .

W est of H asreti Sultan the  passes of B äibutshi-kutan (probably  
kutal =  pass), 3319  m etres, S hakhvas and  Rabat, all close together, 
connect th e  valley of the river D jin-darya (The Spirit River, one 
of the  m ain  sources of the K ashka D arya) w ith the  u p p e r  M aghian 
valley. T hese passes and tw o o thers ju st w est of them , the  one 
on  the  D jin-darya, the  o ther a t the  kishlaks of Kuji M ussa-basar 
and  Y okary M ussa-basar (Low er and  U pper M ussa-basar), ab o u t 
1830 m etres, on  the  upperm ost course of K ashka D ary a  are the 
m ost im portan t and  easiest accesses from  the fertile level coun try  
ro u n d  Shahr-i-sebbs and  K itab etc. across the  H issar chain  a long  
the  M aghian river to  the low er m ountain  valley of th e  Serafshan 
east of the  oasis of Sam arkand.

S a m a r k a n d - t a u .  O n  p roceed ing  w estw ard from  H asreti Sultan 
in to  Sam arkand-tau , the perpe tual snow  disappears from  the  crests 
of the  m ountains. S am arkand-tau  in w hose easterly p a rt perpe tual 
snow  still occurs, flattens o u t by  degrees into dry, p o o r  steppes. 
There are, indeed, in S am arkand-tau  several small rivers on  w hose 
course corn  is g row n by  m eans of artificial irrigation, b u t the 
residences are few and  small, and  the  m ountain  te rrito ry  on  the 
w hole poor, desolate and  d reary ; the upper valleys are here 
and  there  covered  w ith  tho rn y  copse, willows and  pop lars, the 
low er w hich in the w est are best characterized as ro u n d ed , flat 
hills have p o o r  steppe vegeta tion  o r desert character. S am arkand- 
tau w hich form s the w atershed betw een  the  tributaries of the  oasis 
of S am arkand  and  those of K ashka D arya begins in th e  east on 
the M aghian river and is the extrem e w esterly spur from  th e  P am ir 
countries and  the  East B okharan m ountains. O n ly  to  th e  east it



is higher and here and  there covered w ith perpetual snow , to  the 
w est it never exceeds 2400 m etres. Betw een the M aghian and  the 
pass at D yam  it has a length of abou t 150 kilom etres, and  its 
breadth  exceeds abou t 25 kilom etres. In som e places it falls steeply 
dow n to  the level country, the tops are generally rounded  cupolae 
or farther w est flat hills, here and there  covered with poor thorny  
copse and jun iper bushes.

In the easterly part of Sam arkand-tau w here the chain under 
the nam e of Kirr-tau (The D esolate M ountains) form s the northern  
boundary  of the valley of Kashka D arya, the pass conditions are 
still rather difficult, and in this range b u t one pass can be em ­
ployed betw een the kishlaks of M ussa-basar and the route from  
Kitab to  Sam arkand, viz. Sarik-tal (Yellow Pass) a t a distance of 
abou t 9 kilom etres from  the isolated m ountain  peak of Kuh-i-surkh 
(Red M ountain). By this pass the distance from  the valley of Kashka 
D arya to  the level country  round  Sam arkand is only  18 kilom etres. 
W est of Sarik-tal w e m eet one of the m ost im portan t caravan routes 
or thoroughfares of com m erce from Turkestan to  the large Bokharan 
tow ns on the K ashka D arya, nam ely the  rou te  from Kitab across 
the pass of Takhta-karatsha, 1676 m etres. This passage has been 
im proved by  the natives, w hen Sam arkand w as in the  posses­
sion of the Emirs, and later by  the  Russians, so that it is easily 
passable from  Sam arkand across K ara-tube to  Kitab and  further 
to  the oasis tow ns on the Kashka D arya. East of the pass a 
short cut can be taken across the  pass of Shahak abou t 2 kilo­
m etres farther east. F rom  the granite planes of the pass of Takhta- 
karatsha there is a splendid view across the  regions at Shahar-i-sebbs. 
W est of the thoroughfare of com m erce nam ed here, w hich has 
been m uch frequented  from  time im m em orial, there are num berless 
passages across Sam arkand-tau from  th e  K ashka D arya valley to  the 
Serafshan oasis ro und  Sam arkand. T he rou tes here traverse poor 
steppes or desertlike regions along the sources, and along the small 
brooks in the m ountains they  lead th rough  a dreary and tedious 
landscape.

Of the w esterly rou tes across Sam arkand-tau w e m ust also notice 
tha t w hich leads b y  the kishlak of D yam  from  Sam arkand to  Karshi, 
being a much frequented thoroughfare of com m erce w hich is now  so 
far im proved that it can easily be passed  in carriages th rough  its 
w hole length. F rom  Sam arkand the w ay  first takes a south-w esterly 
direction, then it leads along Sam arkand-tau, here consisting of granite 
masses, then southw ard  to the D yam  w hose valley is covered w ith



loess. S o u th  of the  D yam  begins the  desolate undu la ting  step p e  w hich 
passes in to  m ore and  m ore sandy  d esert tow ards K arshi. Before 
K arshi one has to  cross a range of hills, abou t 100 m etres high, 
K ungur-tau , from  w hich is seen th e  splendid  oasis of K arshi covered  
w ith  corn-fields and  orchards.

A fter th is sh o rt survey  of th e  H issar chain w e pass to  the  de­
scrip tion  of the tributaries w hich flow  dow n th ro u g h  th e  oases of 
E ast B okhara to  the renow ned  cu ltu red  regions of A m u D ary a  and  
K ashka D arya.

T h e  R iv e r  K a f i r n ih a n  w hose  nam e m eans the residence of 
th e  infidels (Kafir is the usual te rm  of abuse for N on-M ussulm en) 
has its beg inn ing  in the  H issar range  from  several sources. T he 
m ost considerab le of these  is R aum it-darya, possib ly  called after a 
kishlak, Raum it, situate on i t t  m iddle course. R aum it-darya rises 
from  tw o  rivers of w hich the  m ore easterly, Sorbo , has its beg in ­
n ing  in  th e  m ountain  kno t of G ulbas south-w est of th e  Pakshif 
pass, th e  m ore  w esterly Sarda-i-M iona in the  above  m en tioned  
passes of Sakh-ob  and  H akh. B o th  of these rivers flow  th ro u g h  
narrow  ravines in  w hich there are m any  extensions w here  th e  n u ­
m erous sh o rt m ountain  b rooks o n  their w ay  dow n fo rm  terraces 
of deposited  m aterial w hich is fit for g row ing  of corn  w hen  arti- 
fically irrigated, and  w here the  m any  small kishlaks p o p u la ted  by  
T adjiks are su rrounded  b y  fields and  gardens. A fter th e  junction  
of the  tw o  rivers the  river is called R aum it-darya an d  runs due 
south-w est th ro u g h  a narrow  m oun ta in  valley to  the  to w n  of Kafir­
nihan. T o  th is part of the  valley  as well as to  the  u p p er tributaries 
a  g rea t m any  small m ountain  b rooks stream  dow n from  th e  H is­
sar and  K arategin  chains, and  from  them  the small kishlaks on  the  
river banks receive p len ty  of w ater.

H aving  left the  narrow  m ounta in  valley at the to w n  of Kafirni­
han, w hich  it traverses, the river runs south-w est and  w est-south- 
w est to  th e  tow n  of H issar (Castle) th rough  a b road  an d  fertile 
valley. T here  are everyw here w ell w atered  fields w ith  rice and  
co tton , g ard en s and m elon plan tations, m ulberry, fig, ap rico t and  
peach  trees w hich thrive exceedingly  well toge ther w ith  m any  o ther 
k inds of fruit-trees, bu t the reg ion  is very  unhealthy, an d  fever often 
rages am ong  the  natives and  forces them  to  w ander up  in to  th e  m oun ­
tains in sum m er; there they  lead a nom adic life w ith  the ir cattle 
in  Ailäks.

F rom  the  left the Kafirnihan receives the river Ilek w hich has its



beginning near the  pass of Artsha-i-shahi and flows through  a very 
fertile and well cultivated valley w hose m ain tow n is Faisabad (about 
10000 inhabitants). F rom  the right betw een the tow ns of Kafirni­
han and D usham be it receives from  the  H issar range m any smaller 
tributaries w hose valleys are cultivated and inhabited. T he m ost 
considerable affluents to  the Kafirnihan from  the Hissar range are 
the Sigdi-darya and  the K hanake-darya. The form er has its begin ­
ning from the passes of Agba-kul, 3871 m etres, and  A nsop, and  
its main and m any side-valleys are cultivated alm ost as far up as 
the passages, bu t the connection betw een the villages leads th ro u g h  
narrow  ravines difficult of access w here fragm ents of rock w hich 
have rolled dow n im pede the passage. T he Sigdi-darya conveys 
m uch w ater on its rapid course, rush ing  in cataracts over blocks of 
stone and churning the w ater into foam. O n  a stretch of abou t 85 
kilom etres from  its beginning to  its ou tle t in to  the level country  
betw een Kafirnihan and Hissar it has a fall of about 3050  m etres, 
abou t 36 m etres in 1 kilom etre. A t the  tow n of D usham be, w here 
a Beg resides under the Beg in  H issar as in Kafirnihan and  Fai­
sabad, it issues from  the m ountains and  divides in to  tw o or m ore arm s 
w hose banks are uninhabited and n o t fit for cultivation.

D usham be is a very  old tow n of com m erce. It has a castle 
w hich like all o ther Bokharan castles is quite mediaeval in appea­
rance. It is su rrounded  by  high walls w ith  tow ers and bastions 
and  looks very  picturesque ow ing to  its high situation on the steep 
slopes on the river from w here it com m ands the tow n around  it. 
A t D usham be is a ford across the S igdi-darya which, by the w ay, 
is said to be very  perilous and passable a t few seasons of the 
year ow ing to  the high w ater of th e  river. A cross the u p p er part 
of the river are now  and  then prim itive bridges, elsewhere inflated 
skins are used in  ferrying the river.

A bout 13 kilom etres w est of the ou tle t of the Sigdi-darya, the 
K hanake-darya th row s its w ater in to  the  Kafirnihan having run  due 
sou th  th rough  a well inhabited, b u t narrow  m ountain valley. O n 
its outlet in to  the level country it divides in to  tw o arm s of w hich 
the m ore easterly traverses the H issar oasis. S outh  of the latter 
they m eet and run  to the Kafirnihan. Its length is about 43  kilo­
m etres. O n its arrival to  the level country , th is is like the easterly 
parts round Kafirnihan and Faisabad exceedingly fertile; rice-fields 
and  gardens cover the country  ro u n d  Hissar, b u t the plentiful irriga­
tion  of the territory  often changes it into fens and the conse­
quence is a fever-stricken climate, w hich in  sum m er chases, so to



speak, th e  popu la tion  of the  H issar oasis up into th e  m ountains, 
an d  only  v ery  few  old peop le  w ho  canno t stand  the m oun ta in  ex ­
ped itions rem ain in H issar a t th is period . E ven the B okharan  B eg 
in  H issar, in  form er tim es resid ing in his fortified castle from  w hich 
he g o v ern ed  the w hole of the H issar district under the  E m ir of 
B okhara, has rem oved  his residence to  the tow n  of K aratagh  on  
the  S urkhan  w hich  runs w est of th e  tow n.

A t H issar the  K afirnihan tu rn s  so u th  betw een  the m oun ta in s of 
B abatagh  a n d  G as-i-m ailek; here  th e  valley is alm ost deso late  and  
devoid  of vegetation . S ou th  of H issar there are still o n  a sho rt 
stretch  arab le soil and  grass-fields, thus ro und  the fortress of Tash- 
kala (S tone Fortress), w hich is a so rt of advanced  fortress ju st 
sou th  of H issar, built to  stop  th e  access from  the sou th  tow ards 
the  H issar fo rtress; b u t farther so u th  tow ards K abadian the  te rrito ry  
is desolate, th e  subsoil being  red  clay and  stone-m asses o n  w hich 
there  is b u t a sparse g row th  of tu fts and  cam elthorn.

T he river has a rapid  course; here  and  there it fo rm s w ate r­
falls, and  it is very  difficult of passage. T he brid le-path  exclusively 
follow s the  righ t bank  of the  river from  H issar to  som ew hat above 
K abadian. O n  this rou te  w e com e across rich deposits of rock- 
salt in th e  district of Shuryan (Shor m eans Salt) one d a y ’s m arch 
sou th  of H issar. A t the m oun ta in  village of A k-m eshed  (W hite 
M osque), a p o o r village, w hose U sbegic inhabitants live in  sum ­
m er as nom ads in B abatagh w ith  their goats and  sheep , there 
being  here in  the m any ravines a considerable tree-grow th  of ju n i­
per and pistachio, is a ferry across th e  river; one  ro u te  leads 
here from  the kishlak of S horsha on  the  S urkhan river across the 
southerly  p a rt of Babatagh, an o th er from  the kishlak of Paisabä 
on  the S urkhan  across the pass of T jaraga in  B abatagh. T hus 
A k-m eshed is a junction for the w ays betw een  the m iddle courses 
of the S urkhan  and  Kafirnihan, and  from  A k-m eshed issues ano ther 
w ay  across Gas-i-mailek to  the  V akhs and  the fens ro u n d  K urgan ­
tübe. In A k-m eshed resides an  A m lekdar, a so rt of low er Beg, 
w ho adm inistrates the neighbouring  regions. N o b ridge across the 
river is to  b e  found, only  a ford , w here the  w ater rises above 
the belly of the  horse even in the  d ry  season.

T he valley of K afirnihan now  w idens o u t to  a p lain of a 
b read th  of a b o u t 17 kilom etres, again  narrow s at the  kishlak of 
G ulgultu t (The Rose and  M ulberry  Village) to  a  b read th  of 4 
kilom etres and  then  again w idens o u t to  abou t 17 kilom etres. H ere 
are ruins of the castle of Ishkovat ro u n d  w hich is cu ltivated  soil



w ith aryks (watering channels) and rice-fields. The valley now  again 
narrow s to  abou t 10 kilom etres betw een the m ountains of Gas-i- 
mailek and Baba-tagh, and about 20  kilom etres north of K abadian 
is the end of the district of the Beg of Hissar. F arther sou th  the 
valley like the ravines of Baba-tau is covered with num erous small 
groves, the so-called togai, which mainly consist of willows, poplars, 
m ulberry, dshidda and thorny  copse. T he kishlaks, here inhabited 
b y  Usbegs, becom e m ore and m ore num erous according as the valley 
w idens round the tow n of K abadian w hich has a picturesque site at 
the foot of the Kabadian m ountains w ith fertile well w atered gardens 
and fields round about. The river here divides in to  tw o arm s of 
w hich one runs th rough  the Kabadian oasis. The easterly part of 
the Kafirnihan valley now  has steppe character and is only inha­
b ited by nom adizing U sbegs w ho live in tents, bu t on the right 
bank  m any kishlaks still occur w ith well cultivated fields up to  a 
distance of about 16 kilom etres from  the outlet of the Kafirnihan 
into the A m u D arya w here the valley has the character of dry 
steppe or desert.

The territory betw een the rivers Ilek— Kafirnihan is filled up by 
low  ranges, nam ely betw een the Ilek and V akhs the Ilek m ountains 
w hose south-w estern elongation is form ed by  tw o branches, the 
shorter K hodsha-m astam  w hose height exceeds hardly abou t 1500 
m etres —  it ends at the bend of the V akhs just north  of Kurgan- 
tube —  and the longer w esterly branch, Gas-i-mailek, w hich form s 
the eastern boundary  of the Kafirnihan valley, and the height of 
w hich is 2 — 3000  m etres. The south-w esterly part of Gas-i-mailek 
is called D shityn-tau w hich a little sou th  of Kabadian passes into 
the  level country on the A m u D arya. Betw een Khodsha-m astam  
and  Gas-i-mailek is a rather extensive valley traversed by a few 
small rivers w hose w ater is consum ed in irrigation of fields and 
gardens g rouped  round  abou t som e p oo r kishlaks.

T h e  S u r k h a n - d a r y a  is the m ost im portant tributary of the 
A m u Darya. If w e consider the O bi-D ikhan or O bi;D ikhan-darya, 
as it is called on the Russian m aps (both  O b or Ab and D arya 
m ean river and D ikhan or D ekhan m eans agriculturist) which has 
its beginning w est of the M ura pass in  the  Hissar m ountains, as 
its main source, it has from here to  its outlet in to  the Am u D arya 
a length of 234 kilom etres and a fall on this stretch of about 3700  
m etres or som e 19 m etres in one kilom eter. (In the length of the 
river is not included the imm ense num ber of curvatures occurring



on  the w ho le  of its leng th ; fo r the  river is rem arkable in tha t 
its course is n o t straight at any  point). H av ing  received  a sm all 
easterly  tr ib u ta ry  from  the M ura pass th e  O bi-D ikhan  flow s th ro u g h  
a w ild  rav ine past the  to w n  of K aratagh into the  w ides t level 
co u n try  of the  H issar district w here  the  tow ns of R egar, Saryjui 
(Yellow Place), Sary-assiya, D enau , Yurtshi and  nu m ero u s kishlaks 
w ith  fertile gardens and  fields a re  situated  in a w ell w ate red  loess 
te rrito ry . T he b o d y  of w ater of the  river is v ery  g rea t and  as 
early as on  its ou tle t in to  the  H issar m ounta ins th e re  are no 
fords. E ven  on  its upper course  in the H issar ran g e  there  are 
several sm all kishlaks on  the m oun ta in  terraces; the u p p erm o st of 
these  is K hakim i, b y  w hich th e  ro u te  northw ard  to  the  Serafshan 
valley leads across the M ura pass and  Iskandar-kul.

T h e  w ide, fertile, well peop led  low land from  the tow n  of K aratagh 
to  the  kishlak of K hodsha-m ilk o r -m ulk on the left b ank  of the  Surkhan  
w here th e  valley  narrow s again, has a length  of ab o u t 9 5  kilom etres 
an d  at S ary ju i a b read th  of som e 3 0  kilom etres. D o w n  to  th is 
flat coun try  run  from  H asreti S ultan  and  the B aissun m oun ta ins 
several rap id  m ounta in  rivers ab o u n d in g  w ith w ater on  w hich the 
kishlaks occur in  grea t num bers up  to  the  pass crests. W est of 
the  K aratagh-darya from  the sou thern  spu r of the H issar range 
several considerable stream s run  dow n into  the oases ro u n d  the 
tow ns of R egar and  Sary-assiya; their w ater being  co nsum ed  in 
irrigation of the  plain th ey  d isappear in fens w ith  vege ta tion  of 
reeds and  poo ls w ithou t reaching th e  S urkhan. T he first tribu tary  
w hich flow s in to  the Surkhan is th e  rap id  T urpalan ab o u n d in g  w ith 
w ater; w ith  waterfalls and  cascades it rushes w ith reso u n d in g  uproar 
dow n th ro u g h  a wild, rom antic an d  exceedingly beautifu l m ountain  
valley pas t th e  tow n of Saryjui, nea r w hich is the  m o st beautiful 
waterfall.

T he T urpalan  has m any  sources of w hich the  m ost easterly  has 
its beg inn ing  from  the pass of S iyak  o r S iah-kuh (Black M ountain) 
w hich east of H asreti Sultan adm its passage to  the S hink  river and  
the Serafshan valley. It runs due south . T o  its righ t side stream  
from  th e  B aissun range the rivers S hat-u ru t and  T shash  from  passes 
of the  sam e nam e; th rough  these  passes there are paths from  the 
Surkhan  valley across the Baissun range to  the  m ain sources of 
the  K ashka D arya. T he jo in t river is now  called T urpalan . B oth  
o n  th e  m ain river and  its tribu taries lives a popu la tion  w hich  con ­
sists af agriculturists and  nom ads. Up to  Saryjui w here  the 
T urpalan  leaves the  m ountains it can here and  there  be passed  on



horseback. A t Saryjui it has a b read th  of som e 40 m etres, and 
farther south  n o  fords occur.

O nly about 5 [kilometres south of the outlet of the Turpalan 
the  next large m ountain stream em pties itself in to  the Surkhan, nam ely 
the  Sang-gardak (Sang means stone) w hich has its beginning near 
the  pass of Lagari-m urda in the Baissun range. O n its upper course 
it forces its w ay through  the narrow  Bakhtja ravine, only  som e 
5 — 7 m etres b road  after which the river is called Bakhtjasai. The w ay 
w hich follows the  Sang-gardak across Lagari-m urda to  the Kashka 
D arya is very  toilsom e here. It passes along dizzy precipices and 
crosses the river no end of tim es up  to  the kishlak of Bakhtja, 
w hich is situated in a small extension, and  as far as the kishlak of 
Sang-gardak it is still exceedingly difficult. F rom  the Bakhtja ravine 
itself, w hich is only about 60  m etres long, the m ountain valley has 
a beautiful vegetation of maple, wild apple and pear trees, honey ­
suckle, willow, roses and other bushes. The banks of the  m iddle 
course of the river are narrow  and  n o t fit for cultivation, only 
near the kishlak of D agana, som e 3 5  kilom etres from the outlet 
in to  the Surkhan, corn is again observed grow ing round  m any 
kishlaks as far as the tow n of Yurtshi. F rom  this tow n w ater is 
led in a channel to D eh-nau or D ehi-nau (The N ew  Town), situated 
abou t 10 kilom etres south  of Yurtshi in the m iddle of the H issar 
plain.

A bout 24  kilom etres sou th  of the outlet of the Sang-gardak an­
o ther river from  Baissun-tau, the K ardirshah, pours its considerable 
b o d y  of w ater in to the Surkhan. T he K adirshah has its beginning 
from  a ramified net of sources w hose valleys give shelter to  half 
a score of small kishlaks. Then it runs th rough  a desolate un in ­
habited ravine in the Baissun m ountains at w hose foot m uch of 
its w ater is consum ed in the irrigation of fields and gardens round 
a group  of kishlaks. H ere it divides into tw o arm s both  of w hich 
reach the Surkhan. N orth  and south  of the outlet of the K ardir­
shah on the left bank  of the Surkhan, in w hose northern  part 
there are no o ther resident people, occur a collection of Us­
begic kishlaks w hose fields are irrigated by channels from the Sur­
khan itself.

N ear the outlet of the K ardirshah for a stretch of abou t 35 
kilom etres the south-eastern spurs of the Baissun m ountains again 
approach the banks of the Surkhan, and  then  the low land w ith  its 
drifting sands, the deserts of Kizil K um  (Red Sand) and P atta  Kum 
(Patta m eans w ild roses and indicates the sporadic occurrence of



th e  latter in  th e  desert) is desolate and  uninhabited  up  to  th e  b an k  
of the  A m u D arya. F rom  the  spurs of Baissun-tau the  S urkhan  
receives its last tributary , the  B aissun-darya, w hich runs p as t the 
to w n  of Baissun. It has tw o m ain sources w hose valleys are cul­
tivated , w hereas the  w hole of its m iddle and low er river valley  is 
w aste and  un inhabited . T he river K ara-kush (The Eagle) w hich 
has its beg inn ing  ju s t sou th  of B aissun does n o t reach the S urkhan;

S ou th  of the  fertile region ro u n d  the tow n  of D eh -nau  the 
Surkhan  valley  itself becom es m ore an d  m ore desolate, b u t th is has 
n o t always been  the  case, for the b ro ad  valley, fit for th e  g row ing  
of corn, w as once canalized from  S ang-gardak  far sou th  w here 
num erous rem nan ts of form er cu lture occur even in the  p resen t 
deserts on  th e  A m u D arya.

T he Surkhan  has tw o bank  terraces, the u p p er consisting  of 
red  te rtiary  sandstone, and  the low er, past w hich the river runs, 
of post-tertiary  loess and conglom erate. T he te rraces are naked  and 
desolate w hereas the alluvium on the banks displays a fine veg e ta ­
tion  in m any  places. O n  the  righ t side of the river the  banks 
are generally  flat and  sw am py, covered  w ith  reeds, bushes and 
jungle, the h au n t of tigers, w ild boars, jackals and  w ater-fow l. 
Som e 15 kilom etres from  the m o u th  of the river the  sw am py  
character of th e  bank  becom es especially prom inen t; here th e  river 
o ften overflow s its banks, and the  pu trefy ing  w ater w hich occasions 
fever renders the  country  dangerous. F a r sou th  on its o u tle t in to  
the  A m u it ends in  w aterless desert, w here the quick-sand form s 
dunes (Barkhans), about 20  m etres h igh, and  long  sand ridges w hich 
follow the A m u D arya half-way to  the  river Shirabad-darya.

H ere, w here there is now  no th in g  b u t desert, drifting sands and 
in  sum m er an  intolerable heat, there  w as form erly on  the  low er 
course of the  Surkhan a considerable culture; bo th  east an d  w est 
of the river are seen rem nants of irrigating channels, m osques, p o r­
ches, pillars, m ausolea, and  a m inaret ab o u t 20 m etres h igh. E very ­
w here g lazed tiles occur together w ith  shreds of jars and  pots. 
T he ruins of Shahar-i-G ulgula near A k-K urgan (W hite F ortress) 
especially are said to  be very  im posing. F u rther Shahar-i-Sam ane 
som e 5 k ilom etres south-w est of th e  U sbegic kishlak of Salavat 
w here there  is still a w ell kep t m ausoleum , probab ly  th e  tom b  
of H ussein, and  T erm edh, som etim e a flourishing to w n  w ith  its 
fortress, of w hich now  only  a p a rt of the walls rem ains, bu t 
w hich defended then a m uch used  passage across the  A m u 
D arya to  A fghan Turkestan. T erm edh  w as destroyed  b y  th e  ho rdes



of Jenghis Khan in 1220 and rebuilt farther north. This younger 
T erm edh is described by  Ibn Batu (1345) as a large, populous and 
flourishing com mercial tow n. All th is culture is now  hidden 
m ore and m ore below  the sand desert, and am ong the ruins live 
only  som e few U sbegs. Ju st w est of the outlet of the Surkhan 
is the ferry of Patta-hissar (or perhaps gusar =  ferry) across w hich 
the caravans are led to  M azar-i-sherif (The Tom bs Of The Saint 
or N oble M en) and  the old Balkh or Balikh (Capital) in Afghan 
Turkestan.

B a b a - ta g h  (o r  - tau ). W ithout any proper connection with 
the H issar range from w hich they are separated by  the broad 
Hissar plain, the Baba-tagh or -tau (The G randfather M ountains) 
run from north  north  east to south  south  w est between the Kafir­
nihan, Surkhan and  Am u D arya. Its m ost northerly part only con­
sists of one ridge, Baba-tau, passing ju st alongside the Kafirnihan 
dow n to  w hose valley it descends w ith a steep incline, w hereas it 
slopes m ore gently  dow n to  the Surkhan valley w ith m any trans­
verse ridges. Som e 45 kilom etres north-w est of K abadian it divides 
into tw o low er ranges: Ak-tau, following the course of the Surkhan 
to  the kishlak of Salavat and farther east go ing  sheer dow n to  the 
A m u Darya, and the Kabadian m ountains with the local nam es of 
D arasa-tau and Kaika-tau along the Kafirnihan. Like the o ther East 
Bokharan m ountains w hich run in the sam e direction as Baba-tau 
these m ountains have their highest altitudes in the north-east, nam ely 
2— 3000 metres, and flatten m ore and m ore south-w estw ard, w here 
the  tw o m ost southerly  spurs, the A k-tau and Kabadian m ountains, 
em brace a desolate and sterile country  from  w hich only now  and 
then  in spring after heavy snow-falls in w inter sparse brooks com e 
dow n to the A m u D arya. The northern  part of Baba-tau has a 
rather rich grow th of trees, principally pistachio, on its north  slopes 
w hereas its south-w esterly parts are sparsely  grow n. Betw een the 
low er valleys of the Kafirnihan and Surkhan an easily passable 
rou te  leads across Baba-tau north  of the tow n of Kabadian to  the 
Bokharan fortress of Kokait on the Surkhan and further by  Shi- 
rabad  to Kelif on  the A m u Darya.

The Surkhan-darya is the last im portant tributary of the Amu D arya 
before the latter m ust force its w ay th rough  desolate, sterile regions 
to  the Aral lake; still, it som etim es receives a supply of w ater from 
the above m entioned Baissun-tau w hich w ith a main ridge and an 
intricate chaos of num erous parallel ranges reaches from H asreti



Sultan  to  the A m u D arya at Kelif, nam ely from  the rivers Shira- 
bad-darya and  Kelif-darya.

B a is s u n - ta u .  Of the num erous and  in part bu t little know n  risings 
in the Baissun-tau system , strictly speaking  only the B aissun range 
itself deserves the nam e of m ounta in  chain. It form s the spine 
of the system , and  it is only  here  th a t o lder species of s to n es  ap ­
pear, in its no rthern  part even gran ite. It form s, how ever, no  w ate r­
shed  betw een  the K ashka D arya and  the Surkhan- o r  S h irabad- 
darya, as it is b roken  th rough  by  the tributaries of the S hirabad-darya. 
Baissun-tau is extrem ely w ild and  rocky, and  w ith its im m ense 
num ber of cracks and clefts m ost of w hich ow e their existence to  
the  erosion of the  rivers it affords a very  rom antic landscape 
w hose like is hard ly  to  be found  even in h igher m ountain  reg ions 
in Pam ir. Its m ain direction is b roken  by transverse ranges w hich 
form  m ountain  knots, som etim es plateaus, and  especially on  the  
upper course of the Shirabad-darya the  m ountain  ridges seem  to  
have been tossed  irregularly abou t. T he Baissun range is, h o w ­
ever, bu t little know n and traversed , especially in its no rtherly  
parts. S outhw ard  it decreases m uch in height, still, even so u th  of 
the tow n of Shirabad  it reaches a heigh t of 2000  m etres. O n  tw o  
rou tes w hich have been often passed  Baissun-tau is well know n, 
nam ely on the rou te  from G usar (The Ferry) by  D erben t to  D eh-nau  
and  on that from  Yakkabagh by the  pass of Lagari-m urda to  S aryjui 
on the Surkhan-darya; w e shall give further particulars of them  w hen 
speaking  of the river K ashka D arya.

S h i r a b a d - d a r y a .  T he Shirabad-darya rises in the m ain ridge 
of Baissun-tau near the place w here the  S ang-gardak and  the 
G usär-darya have their beginnings and  runs due south  ab o u t 118 
kilom etres to  the tow n of Shirabad. A t the kishlak of Kala-
mazar (The T om b Fortress) som e 19 kilom etres north  of S hira­
bad  it divides in to tw o arm s of w hich the w estern runs th ro u g h  
a narrow  un inhabited  m ountain  cleft and  disappears in the  sand 
w ithou t reaching the A m u D arya, w hilst the m ore easterly arm , a t 
Shirabad div iding in to a fanshaped ramification of arm s and  chan ­
nels, is generally  consum ed in irrigation  of the oasis of Shirabad , 
its last b ranches disappearing in salt fens and pools in the sand ; 
som etim es, how ever, th is eastern branch  at high w ater reaches the 
A m u D arya at the ferry of K uyu-ishrab. T he m ain source of the
river is situated  at a height of ab o u t 3500  m etres, and  at Shira-



bad  it falls to  475  m etres, w hich m eans a fall of about 3000 m etres 
in a stretch of 118 kilom etres o r som e 2 5  m etres in 1 kilom eter. 
T he Shirabad-darya only receives one im portan t tributary from  the 
southern  part of Baissun-tau, nam ely from  a m ountain kno t in 
w hich the Kelif-darya has also its beginning. Its upper course 
forces its w ay th rough  a desolate ravine, difficult of access, and 
only  at the kishlak of D erben t (there are three of the same nam e 
one im m ediately sou th  of the other) are the valley and the banks 
of its tributary inhabited by  Usbegs, w ho live here in som e 15 
sm aller kishlaks, of w hich D erbent on  the rou te  G usar— D eh-nau 
has abou t 2500  inhabitants. The m ountains on the upper course 
of the river are said to  consist of red  sandstone. In the  valley 
there is a sporadic grow th of juniper, pistachio, maple and  tam a­
risk, but farther dow n, south of D erben t round  about the kishlaks 
situated here, there  is a beautiful vegetation  of nut-trees and pla- 
tanes and on the slopes of juniper. In several places the valley 
narrow s to  gatelike clefts form ed by  the erosion of the w ater. A t 
h igh w ater passage is often im possible here, thus in the p icturesque 
rock gates north  of the tow n of Shirabad, w here a little north  
of the tow n the ravine of N an-dagan is passed, then a w ide valley 
cauldron is reached, 3 kilom etres long  and  2 kilom etres broad, 
w here by a narrow  rock gate, th rough  w hich the w ater rushes on, 
one com es across Shirabad (The Lion T ow n), situated som e 35  kilo­
m etres north  of th e  A m u Darya.

Shirabad has abou t 4000  inhabitants, w ho live in the flat-roofed 
clay-houses of the  crooked, narrow  streets above w hich a fortress 
is enthroned on a rock abou t 40 m etres high, the residence of the 
Bokharan Beg. H ere as everyw here in the cultivated valleys the 
soil consists of loess, and  this species of earth is continued in the 
steppe south  of the  tow n w here at last the A m u D arya is reached 
across hills of drifting sand. F rom  Shirabad one looks eastw ard across 
an endless p oo r steppe w here sand hills shu t in the horizon.

T h e  K e l i f - d a r y a  is a rather inconsiderable river; it has two 
m ain sources, the  m ore easterly of w hich has its beginning near 
Shirabad in K hodsha-kainar, a range parallel to  Baissun-tau, and 
the m ore w esterly in the Baissun-tau ridge itself. Both of these 
river valleys, of w hich the m ore w esterly  is w ide and open, 
have deposits of loess and  are inhabited, sparingly, indeed, from  
their beginnings to  the  junction, then  follow  steppe and sand to  
the  tow n of Kelif w hich is now , as it w as form erly the ferry from



S outh  B okhara to  A fghan T urkestan  to  the tow ns of S h ibargan  
and  M azar-i-Sherif, w hose oases are separated  from  the A m u D arya 
by a b road  belt of deserts. A t Kelif the regular R ussian steam  
service ends w hich is kep t w ith  g rea t difficulty alm ost as far as 
th e  Aral lake; som etim es, how ever, the steam ers go on  to  P atta - 
hissar (or P atta-gusar) on the ou tle t of the Surkhan in to  the  A m u 
D arya.

T h e  A m u  D a r y a  f ro m  th e  V a k h s  to  th e  K e l i f - d a r y a .  T he 
O xus from  th e  ou tle t of the  V akhs to  tha t of the K elif-darya o r 
ra ther to  the  T urkom annic boundary , a stretch  of abou t 2 5 0  kilo­
m etres, is of g rea t interest because th e  m ost im portan t crossings 
on the  rou te  from  Transoxania to  A fghanistan and India are found  
here ; th is p art of the  A m u is also of in terest w ith  regard  to  a p o s ­
sible Russian invasion from  the n o rth  to  India. H ere the M ongo ls 
of Jengh is K han  traversed  the  river, and  bo th  T im ur and  N adir 
S hah  crossed  it a t Kelif w hich is situated  on the m ain ro u te  from  
B okhara to  Balkh. T he banks here consist of calcareous slate and  
are of the sam e height; the river is on ly  som e 400  m etres b road , 
and  the cu rren t n o t stronger than  th a t one can swim  across the 
river by  the  help  of inflated hides.

A bove the po in t w here the V akhs em pties itself into th e  O xus, 
it is as y e t passable here and  there, th u s  at Sharvani som e 53  kilo ­
m etres above  th e  m outh  of the S urkkab  and  also at H asret Im am  
above th e  ou tle t of the S urkhab; farther w est passage is rarely  
possible w ithou t artificial m eans at low  w ater, and  then  b oats  or 
floats of inflated skins m ust be em ployed . A t the  ferries here boats 
are often seen d raw n across the river b y  horses sw im m ing. B etw een  
the outlets of th e  Surkhab and  the V akhs are ferries on  th e  rou te  
from  the T airdy  m ountains w est of the  ou tle t of the K oktja an d  on 
the rou te  F aisabad— Kala to  K hodsha Im am  Sait and  the  K undus- 
darya. F arther w est there are ferries at the ou tle t of the  Kafirni­
han to  T ash-kurgan  or Khulm , at P atta-gusar, at the ou tle t of the  
Surkhan, at K uyu-ishrab and  T shushka-gusar (The F erry  of the W ild 
B oars); the  tw o latter respectively som e 35 and  50 kilom etres w est 
of the  ou tle t of th e  Surkhan and  at the  above m en tioned  m ain 
ferry at Kelif.

O n  this stretch  the  region of the  A m u D arya affords a desolate 
and  d reary  picture. T he banks are practically destitu te of in ­
habitants, no hum an  dw ellings are seen ; only fenny  bogs, espe­
cially on the  m ouths of the tributaries, g row n  w ith reeds, rushes



and  verm uth bushes alternate w ith sand  hills w hich often go sheer 
dow n to  the stream . A bout 25 kilom etres from  the outlet of the 
V akhs som e hills rise on bo th  sides of the river, form erly one 
continuous range, bu t now  broken by the w aters. Here the river 
runs through  a row  of cliffs, stretching across it, and rushing dow n 
over their rocky bed  its raging w aters m ake a resounding uproar 
and  form  perilous eddies. Even som ew hat above the outlet of the 
Kafirnihan, and alm ost at tha t of the V akhs, the sand desert on  
the  southern  bank of the A m u begins. It is here called Kum-Balkhi 
(The Balkh D esert). A  little w est of the m outh  of the Kafirnihan 
are the ruins of A yivandsh (the above nam ed ferry on the Kafir­
n ihan) and  besides this a  small kishlak w here som e 300  U sbegs 
carry on a m odest farming. T he place is of im portance being the 
ferry from K abadian to  Tash-kurgan (Khulm) and M azar-i-Sherif. 
T he river now  tu rns north-w est, up  to  th e  m outh  of the Surkhan 
flow ing through  a desolate sandy region w hich except for a nom adic 
w inter-cam p at K hatin-rabat about 35 kilom etres east of the outlet 
of the  Surkhan is quite deserted. S and  and  noth ing  but sand is 
seen round  abou t on  its banks, relieved only by a few rushes, 
reeds and the continual verm uth bushes. A  few islands occur in 
the river, bu t at high w ater they  are inundated. The river steadily 
increases in bread th  to  about 2 kilom etres, its course becom es calmer 
and  its banks assum e the  character of a distinct steppe. The territory  
round  the fens on  the outlet of the S urkhan  are again desertlike 
and  filled up w ith sand  hills. A  little below  the outlet of the S ur­
khan is the im portan t ferry of Patta-gusar, near w hich are the ruins of 
the  above m entioned renow ned tow n of Term edh. O n the southern  
bank  of the river w e find fens of the bread th  of about 3  kilo­
m etres covered w ith  rushes and  bushes w hich are inundated at high 
w ater in the spring, and  south  of them  again occur the m ighty  
sanddunes of the desert extending abou t 38 kilom etres tow ards 
the south, then follows an open, level clay desert up to  M azar-i- 
Sherif.

Below Patta-gusar the river is for a long  stretch do tted  with 
islands, am ong w hich the well know n A ral-paigam bar (The Aral 
P rophet) is abou t 66  kilom etres long and  has a saint’s grave, Aulia 
(from Aulat-i-paigam bar =  The D escendant of the Prophet). O n 
bo th  river banks there is here a stripe of alluvial clayey soil covered 
w ith verm uth, w ild roses and  o ther bushes, on  the m ore elevated 
places form ing an im penetrable copse whiie the  lower regions are



m arshy, partly  g row n w ith  rushes and  so infested w ith  fever tha t 
even  sho rt stays are perilous here.

F rom  the ferries of K uyu-ishrab and  T shushka-gusar to  Kelif 
th e  A m u ru n s  alm ost w estw ard. H ere  desert and  steppe  ex tends 
to w ard s th e  to w n  of Shirabad, w hereas to  the  w est at Kelif the 
last spurs from  B aissun-tau com e righ t dow n to  the  river. T he 
river itself is here  fringed b y  b o g g y  depressions co v ered  w ith  
rushes, the h au n t of tigers, pheasan ts and  especially m any  w ild  boars. 
T he cu rren t is very  rap id  east of Kelif w here som e flat islands 
em erge from  the w ater, w hich is blackish and  m iry ow ing  to  the  
la rge quantities of suspended  m atter w hich it carries a long  w ith  it. 
T h e  A m u is a t least som e 2 k ilom etres broad  here, it generally  
overflow s its banks at high w ater and  w ashes aw ay th e  m arg inal 
territo ry . T o  th e  w est the  sand  desert again begins w ith  its bar- 
khans and  sparse g row th  of saxaul.

A t the im portan t ferry at Kelif th e  A m u is su rro u n d ed  by  low  
hills, and  its b ed  narrow s to  ab o u t 400  m etres. A bove th is  n a r­
row ing  the river affords an  exceedingly  im posing sight, its m igh ty  
w aters w ithou t the  least noise w elling forth in an  ever w ind ing  
course betw een  the  desolate g rey ish  sandy  desert to  the  so u th  and  
th e  last spurs of Baissun-tau in th e  north . T he jungle on  its banks 
is here full of gam e, especially hares, partridges and  w ild boars. 
F rom  Kelif th e  A m u ■ again flows north-w estw ard , hencefo rth  b e ­
long ing  to  the  open  country , it to ta lly  assum es th e  character of a 
steppe river, and  its su rroundings are flat alm ost up  to  th e  A ral 
lake, b u t w e shall later com e back to  its run  th ro u g h  th e  level 
coun try .

T h e  K a s h k a  D a ry a .  T he last river of im portance com ing  
dow n from  the East B okharan m oun ta in s and  belong ing  entirely 
to  the K hanate is the  Kashka D arya w hich together w ith  th e  S u r­
khan  and  Shirabad-darya drains th e  h ighest ridge of th e  B aissun 
range. It d isappears in the  sand w est of Karshi, b u t at som e rem o te  
tim e it has perhaps, like the Serafshan, poured  its w ater in to  the 
A m u D arya; no th ing  is, how ever, know n w ith  certainty a b o u t this. 
S om e are of op in ion  tha t the  countries in M id-A sia becom e dried  
up slowly, o thers tha t there is to lerab le status quo, b u t no  definite 
resu lt has been  attained  in th is respect. It m ay reasonab ly  be 
taken for g ran ted  tha t the climate has undergone a change invo l­
ving g rea ter dryness, even in the  historical tim e, b u t investiga ­
tions on th is po in t are even now  only  in their beg inning . T he



K ashka D arya is one of the m ost beneficial rivers of Bokhara, 
for it w aters the  large district of loess oases betw een Sam arkand-tau 
and Baissun-tau and  creates here a luxuriant culture, one of the m ost 
luxuriant and finest in Bokhara. The Serafshan oasis, the Kashka 
D arya oasis, the H issar valleys and K arategin practically m ake up 
the cultured districts of the K hanate of Bokhara, com pared to w hich 
all o ther valleys are of m uch less im portance.

The Kashka D arya proper or the Karshi river has tw o main 
sources, the m ore northerly  Bashir-su and the m ore southerly D jin- 
darya (The Spirit River), both of w hich have their beginnings in 
the north-w estern part of Hasreti Sultan, so that the upperm ost 
sources of the river are in the Hissar range. Immediately after 
their rise they traverse the Beg district of Farap, an undulating 
plateau extending som e 15 kilom etres north  to  south, and  east to  
w est, w here the kishlaks on the D jin-darya lie so close together 
th a t the cultivated stretches form  an alm ost continuous range along 
the bank. In the north  the m ountains in U lkhun-tagh (The G reat 
M ountains) rise to  abou t 2450  metres, b u t in the south  they hardly  
exceed 2100  m etres. A  little before they  gain the  level country, 
they  meet, form ing a m arshy territory  and  supplying the im portant 
oasis tow n of Kitab w ith water. The tow n of Shahar or S hahr 
(Tow n), a little to  the south, receives its w ater from  the Aksu 
w hich com es dow n from Hasreti Sultan, small affluents from  the  
Baissun ridge near the pass of T am shus also go ing  to  swell its 
w aters, and from  the river Thankhas w hich has its beginning in 
Baissun-tau near the m ountain knot of K hodsha-gul-ata (Teacher 
Rose-Father). B oth  of the latter traverse fertile, cultivated valleys 
w ith  innum erable kishlaks. The oases ro und  Kitab and Shahar, 
betw een w hich the distance is only 6 ,4  kilom etres, are continuous. 
T he gardens and  fields, irrigated by  river arm s and channels and 
encircling the num erous villages, afford a charm ing sight, all green 
as far as the eye reaches, and the w hole region cultivated like a 
garden . The tw in tow ns of Kitab and  Shahar have therefore for 
a long  time past been com bined in one nam e, Shahar-sebbs, the 
g reen  tow n (pronounced  by the natives Shahrsavs), from time im­
m em orial in all respects a centre of culture in Transoxania. In the 
north  the district of culture extends to  the  foo t af Sam arkand-tau 
w here the kishlak of Kainar-bulak (Boiling Spring) at a distance of 
abou t 8 kilom etres from  Kitab is the first reached on the w ay from  
Sam arkand southw ard. In the south it goes as far as the kish­
lak of Tshim -kurgan situate at a distance of som e 17 kilom etres
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from  Shahar. South-w est from  Shahar the oasis is in te rru p ted  
by  steppe som ew hat before the oasis of Tshiraktshi. T he w ay 
steadily  follow s the left bank  of the  A ksu or Shahar river. A t T shi­
raktshi, a flourishing oasis of culture, the  river has a d ep th  of 1— 2 
m etres and  a bread th  of abou t 50  m etres. A lm ost half-w ay betw een  
Tshiraktshi and  Karshi w here th e  direction of the  K ashka D arya 
from  south-w estern  becom es w estern , it receives the w aters of the 
river Y akkabagh-darya w hich has its beginning in  B aissun-tau  at 
the  pass of T shas near the  sources of the T urpalan . T he m ain 
direction of the  Y akkabagh-darya is w estern, its m oun ta in  valley 
is w ide, has loess soil and is densely  populated . O n  leav ing  the  
m oun ta ins it w aters the  fertile oasis the centre of w hich  is the 
to w n  of Y akkabagh, and  from  here  the cultivated land  w ith  villages 
and  gardens passes entirely into the  northern  oasis districts.

A b o u t 18 kilom etres east of K arshi the K ashka D ary a  receives 
th e  river G usar-darya w hich flow s dow n from  Baissun-tau. It has 
tw o  m ain sources, K atta-urun-darya (probably  T he L arge P ass  River) 
w hich has its beg inning  just w est of the  sources of th e  S ang-gardak , 
and  Kitshi- o r K itshik-urun-darya (Little P ass River) w h ich  has its 
beg inn ing  near the sources of the  Shirabad-darya. A fter th e  con ­
fluence of these  tw o rivers on the ir em ergence from  th e  m o u n ­
tains som e 18 kilom etres east of the  tow n  of G usar on  the  left 
bank  of the  river, they  w ater u n d e r the  nam e of G usar-darya the  
fertile oasis of G usar w hose district of culture ex tends a b o u t 17 
kilom etres, tow ards the north-w est, covering an area of a b read th  
of som e 16 kilom etres from  n o rth  to  sou th  w here the  fields of 
the  num erous villages are irrigated b y  the m any arm s of the  river 
and  the channels led from  them . H ereafter the G usar-darya on ly  
consists of one  arm w hich traverses un inhabited  steppe reg ions up  
to  the K ashka D arya.

W hen the K ashka D arya has left the oasis of T sh irak tsh i^ th e  
b road  oasis a long  the river contracts very  m uch to  the  w est, still 
con tinu ing  along  its banks as far as Karshi. H ere is kishlak beside 
kishlak, sm all copses and gardens an d  fields w ith w heat, co tton , 
tobacco and rice are seen everyw here. T he distance be tw een  T sh ir­
aktshi and  K arshi is abou t 75  k ilom etres; the m ain ro u te  does n o t 
follow  the K ashka D arya, first passing  southw ard  from  T shiraktshi 
to  the Y akkabagh-darya across oases w ith  kishlaks alternating  w ith  
steppes, then  alm ost w estw ard along  the Y akkabagh-darya w hich  
it crosses tw ice, and  along the sou thern  bank of the  K ashka D arya  
to  Karshi.



The Karshi oasis has an extension from  east to  w est of abou t 
35  kilom etres, and w ith its magnificent loess soil which is irrigated 
b y  num erous channels, it is unusually fertile. A bout 11 kilom etres 
north-w est of the tow n the Kashka D arya is lost in the sand in 
salt fens and pools; still, its bed can be traced as far as the lake 
of Keel M ähi (or Kul M ähi =  The Fish Lake) which is overgrow n 
w ith  tamarisks. Som etim es in the spring it is said to  have w ater 
and  m any fish.

T h e  M a in  R o u te s  a c r o s s  B a is s u n - ta u .  F rom  the fertile 
Kashka D arya oasis two travelling routes traverse Baissun-tau east­
w ard  to the Surkhan valley and southw ard along  the Shirabad-darya. 
T he m ore northern  leading from the tow n  of Yakkabagh over Tash- 
kurgan is very  toilsom e, w herefore the m ore southern  from G usar 
b y  the tow n of Baissun is m ore frequented. F rom  Yakkabagh the 
raging Yakkabagh-darya is followed up to  the village of Pattar, 
then  steep zigzag paths go up and dow n the m ountain crest to  
T ash-kurgan. H ere the upper course of the Yakkabagh-darya, the 
Tash-kurgan-darya, m ust be passed on a prim itively constructed 
bridge, and across hills of red  sandstone on  the banks of the Tash- 
kurgan-darya the  m ain range of Baissun-tau is finally attained and 
the pass of Lagari-m urda is crossed. F rom  here can be chosen 
tw o ways, nam ely one exceedingly steep and dangerous path  to  
the river Ssarym -sak-bulak and  through  the above nam ed Bakhtja 
cleft. T he other w ay  is longer, bu t easier, go ing  dow n terraces to  
the  Bakhtja cleft w here bo th  w ays m eet, and  the route is now  con ­
tinued  along the river Sang-gardak to  Saryjui (Yellow Soil) and  
the tow n of Yurtshi (Residence) sou th  of the  latter.

The route from  G usar to  the S urkhan river along the G usar- 
darya passes the kishlak of Kushlush, w here the Katta- and  Kitshi- 
urun-darya m eet; then  it follows th e  ravine of the K itshi-urun 
w hose neighbouring hills consist of tertiary species of stones and have 
to rn  rocky crests devoid of vegetation up  to  about 200 m etres 
above the river. T hen  one has to  pass the  kishlak of Tenga-haram  
(possibly The Im pure M oney, bu t the  nam e m ay also be a distortion 
of Tenga-qoram  o r -qorum  (stones, fragm ents of rock), so that the 
translation w ould  be T he S tone M oney  (from the m any blow n up 
flat small stones)), situated in a valley w hich is about 10 kilom etres 
long  and 5 kilom etres broad w here the clayey and sandy alluvial 
land of the river yields arable soil to  the inhabitants. T hrough the 
narrow  ravine of Tshashm a o r Tshesm e (Spring) the w ay leads



south -eastw ard  th rough  the cleft of A k-dagan (W hite Pass), a crack 
2 kilom etres long  in the rock w ith  perpendicular lim estone walls, 
o u t into an expansion of the  valley grow n w ith grass and  trees 
w here T shashm a Hafisan (The S p rin g  of Hafisan) is situate a t an 
a ltitude of 1115  m etres. F rom  here one ascends to  th e  pass of 
A k-rovat (W hite Resting Place), 1390 m etres; the to p s  ro u n d  the 
pass rise to  16— 1700 m etres, and  thus the w atershed betw een  the 
K ashka D arya  and Shirabad-darya is gained. O n  the w ay  dow n 
the  ravine of Tash-kalam  (The S tone P en) is traversed in w hose 
alluvial soil there is a luxuriant g ro w th  of juniper, pistachio, m aple 
and  tam arisks. N o t until Tash-kalam  has been passed does o n e  reach 
the  central range of Baissun-tau w hich is broken by the  w ell know n 
im posing cleft, “ The Iron G ate” , by the natives called B usgalla-khanäh 
(The G o a t H ouse). T he gate has a breadth  of only  2 0  m etres, 
and  on bo th  sides the m ountain walls rise to  abou t 150 m etres. 
In spring  w hen  a m ountain b rook  flows through , it is im passable. 
F rom  the Iron G ate there is an im posing view  across endless 
red  sandstone hills. T he Shur-ab (The Salt River) is crossed , and  
shortly  after in the east the kishlak of D erbent (D oor F asten in g  or 
Barring), w hich has abou t 2 5 0 0  inhabitants. To get eastw ard  to 
the  tow n  of Baissun one has to  pass som e transverse ridges con ­
sisting of sandstone the first of w hich has an altitude of 1400  m etres; 
they  are separated  by deep valleys of erosion, and  from  the  last 
of them  one looks dow n into a charm ing oasis round  Baissun w here 
fields and gardens are cultivated w ith  great care.

MY JO U R N EY  IN S H U G N A N , R O SH A N , D A R V A S 

A N D  K A R A TEG IN

It w as a grea t m om ent for m e w hen I s tood  on  the northern  
bank of the river G und  after hav ing  conveyed m y caravan across 
the river on  floats of inflated skins; I had now  attained  w hat I 
had looked  forw ard to : I had travelled th rough  V akhan , Ishka- 
shim  and G aran  on the right bank  of the river P an d sh  w hich  by 
the Russians in Pam irskv P o st on the river M urghab  w as looked 
upon  as im passable. T he com m ander in chief of the post, C aptain  
Solotsky of the  horse artillery in M argelan, therefore advised  m e to  
take the rou te  from  the Pam ir-darya across the M as glacier along  
the Shakhdarra to  Shugnan, th ink ing  that the high w ater of the



P andsh  in A ugust w ould  prevent m e from  passing along the river 
bank ; and the steep rocks often rising like a wall from the river 
especially in G aran w ere likewise looked u p o n  as im passable for a 
caravan. Captain Solotsky also dissuaded m e from  advancing along 
the  P andsh  ou t of regard to  the neighbourhood  of the Afghans. 
U p to  a recent tim e the latter had been m asters of South  Pam ir, 
b u t had  been obliged to  retreat to  the southern  bank of the P andsh  
and  surrender S ou th  Pam ir to  Russia w ho  transferred it to  B o­
khara. But neither Russia no r Bokhara had  taken real possession 
of the  land, the V akhans and G arans did n o t know  to  w hom , 
properly , they belonged. Their old M irs (a sort of Khan o r Emir) 
w ere absent, the A fghan officials likewise, but nevertheless the 
latter som etim es tu rned  up to  collect taxes w hich they  w ere n o t 
entitled to, or in o rder to  plunder. In fact, there was wild anarchy 
in the provinces along  the northern  bank  of the Pandsh.

Perhaps, this w as to  som e extent the reason w hy m y journey  
th rough  V akhan in  1896 was a sort of trium phal procession, the 
inhabitants th inking tha t th rough  m e they  m ight be able to  obtain 
Russian patronage w hich they did, bu t w ould  have obtained in 
any  case, of course. F rom  tow n to  tow n 1 w as accom panied 
by crow ds of m en w ho w ere of g rea t use in assisting m y cara­
van on its w ay th rough  the country ; from  tim e to  tim e I w as 
obliged to  go th rough  innum erable banquets and  from  each tow n 
deputations w ere dispatched to  p resen t m e w ith different th ings,
m ostly fruit, pou ltry  and  eggs. Thus I had  no th ing  to  fear from
the  inhabitants, b u t the m ore from  the A fghans w ho looked upon  
m e as a Russian o r a Russian spy. F rom  the entrance of V akhan, 
from  Kalai P andsh  and  som ew hat into the province .of Ishkashim, 
A fghan patrols follow ed me on the sou th  bank of the river P andsh ; 
they  always s topped  opposite to  m y place of encam pm ent, often
approaching the  bank  and flourishing their sw ords above their
heads, firing their guns in to the  air and  shaking their fists at
m e as soon as I came near the river. By degrees I grew  accu­
stom ed to  all this; bu t one day  w hen I w as shooting pigeons in 
the coppice on  the P andsh, they set abou t it seriously. F rom  an 
am bush am ong som e blocks of stone covered w ith thicket guns 
w ere suddenly  fired and the balls dashed  against the rocks and 
am ong the bushes ro und  me. T he river is here only about 30 m etres 
broad. I w as n o t h it and in a m om ent I w as at m y tent, from
thence I discharged a rain of balls from  m y W inchester rifle to
the place opposite, until all w as quiet again; I saw  nothing m ore



of the fugitives n o r of the A fghan  patrols. B oth  in fron t of and  
b eh ind  m e A fghan bands sacked  the  villages in G aran, m ost of 
m y  horses w ere either des troyed  o r tum bled  dow n from  rocks and  
precipices in G aran , so  tha t now  I w as in  K horok  w ith  on ly  3 or 
4  horses fit fo r use. L ater on  I d id  n o t m ention th ese  occur­
rences lest th ey  shou ld  p reven t the  em ission of the  seco n d  D an ish  
P am ir E xpedition .

T he k ind  atten tion  w hich the  inhabitants in V akhan a n d  G aran  
h ad  paid  m e, I m et w ith  bu t rarely  from  K horok  no rthw ard . F o r  
here peop le  w ere d iscontented w ith  th e  B okharan B egs an d  com ­
p lained  th a t th e y  collected too  high taxes. N ow  b e in g  alw ays 
th e  g ues t of these  Begs ow ing to  m y  connection w ith  B okhara , I 
w as often  disliked by  the popu la tion . In m any  places th e y  w o u ld  
neither hire o u t no r sell beasts of bu rden , provisions n o r cattle to  
be killed, and  all th is I w as obliged to  procure  while travelling  along, 
as I had  on ly  victualled for the  jo u rn ey  th rough  D ese rt P am ir to  
V akhan an d  had  no m ore beasts of bu rden  left. W e often  h ad  to  
w ait for days to  ge t cattle to  b e  killed after lo n g  d iscussions 
w ith  the  native A ksakals (sheriffs o r  bailiffs) o r Kasis (judges). A t 
difficult passages it w as alm ost im possible to  obtain  p o rte rs  for 
tran spo rting  th e  baggage and  often th ey  th rew  dow n the baggage 
half-w ay and  disappeared, and  only  after a troublesom e p u rsu it th ey  
w ere b ro u g h t together, and  th is in sp ite  of their alw ays receiv ing  
m ore than  the paym ent stipulated. It w as a grea t inconvenience 
b o th  to  m y  M ussulm en from  T urkestan  and  to  m yself th a t ou r 
tobacco  ran  sh o rt; w e w ere now  generally  obliged to  sm oke dried  
aprico t leaves. N ow  since the  R ussians have undertaken  th e  adm in i­
stration of P am ir and  superin tend  the B okharan governors, cond itions 
have im proved.

B ut back to  K horok. H ere I arrived on the 25 th  of A u g u st 
1896. A  R ussian officer w ho h ad  lately com e here w ith  a patro l 
o f 60 m oun ted  infantry and  p itched a small fortified cam p, received 
m e on  the  river bank  inform ing m e th a t he  had  o rders to  m ake 
one of his native ordinances accom pany  m e on m y w a y  n o rth ­
w ard  w hich I accepted; w e had  a m eal toge ther in h is small 
clay-house, and  I d id  no t see m ore  of him , for the  n ex t day  he 
d eparted  w ith  his w hole force to  P am irsky  Post. O n  th e  sam e 
day  a B okharan  B eg m arched in to  K horok, and  he w as n o w  to  
be the fu ture go v ern o r of S ou th  Pam ir. B ut his rule d id  n o t last 
long, for o n  m y  return  in 1898 the position  had  been  tak en  b y  
th e  Russian m ain force from  P am irsky  P ost, abou t 100  C ossacs



and  infantry w ho rem ained there during  m y stay in the w inter 
1898— 99.

O n m oving into K horok the Bokharan Beg presented a very  
picturesque sight. In front rode the Beg, his sons and nearest offi­
cials, all in m otley caftans, partly of silk, and  white turbans, after 
them  a great m any riders, som e on horses, others on  donkeys. 
T hey  w ere the soldiers of the Beg (Sarvas, a sort of personal b o d y ­
guard) and his household, but one had  to  w atch the procession

W o m e n  fro m  K h o r o k  (M o th e r  a n d  d a u g h te r ) .

closely to  see tha t there were soldiers am ong  them , for all w ere 
dressed like Bokhara m en or in loose caftans; one had a scimitar 
in his belt, ano ther carried it in his hand, lacking the sheath; 
one sat dangling an old matchlock, ano ther was arm ed w ith an 
im m ense lance, a th ird  w ith a spear abou t tw o feet long. All 
carried on his horse som e dom estic utensil or other, such as a 
copper kettle, a large brass slopbasin, a box, som e loaves of sugar, 
sacks with meal, blankets, tea-pots, fur-cloaks, bottles of hay, all 
in a picturesque confusion, as w hen a broker has his m oving  
day. M ost of them  w ere sitting w ith their bare feet in the stirrups, 
som e had neither saddle n o r stirrups; som e donkey riders w hose



slippers w ere dangling on their n aked  feet finished up  th e  p roces­
sion. T he Beg, an  old fat B okhara m an and  Tadjik, im m ediately  
to o k  possession  of som e of the b es t houses and g ard en s in th e  
tow n  and  established a tem porary  b ivouac on carpets u n d e r  the 
shade of the  aprico t trees. P resen tly  I w ent up  to  him  an d  m ade 
him  lend m e o n  hire som e horses for one  d ay ’s m arch no rthw ard , and  
issue a so rt of passport to  the A ksakals in the tow ns I w ou ld  com e 
across in R oshan before the  to w n  of Kalai V am ar to  th e  effect 
th a t they  shou ld  procure horses for m e at a fixed price for m y

T h e  R u s s ia n  fo r t a t  th e  v i l la g e  o f  K h o r o k , b u i l t  in  1 8 9 7 — 9 8  (s e e n  f r o m  th e  w e s t) ,  ( p h o t .  1 8 9 8 ).

further jo u rn ey  w ithin their districts. W e to o k  a glass of tea to g e th er 
and  having, according to  the  custom  of Bokhara, exchanged  the 
usual w ishes for each o th e r’s happiness as long  as w e w ere alive and  
even after death, I sprang into m y saddle early in the m orn ing  of 
the  nex t day  w hich was the 27 th  of A ugust and left K horok  w ith  
m y small reconstructed  caravan, tow ards evening I reached  the 
kishlak of Sashar w here I p itched a cam p. H aving  tu rn ed  aw ay 
from  the river G u n d  on  w hose o u tle t in to  the P an d sh  im m ense 
heaps of g ravel and  stones cover the foo t of high, steep  g ran ite  
and  gravel m ountains, one has to  pass th ro u g h  a beautiful g len  w hich  
alm ost as far as Sashar is considered  to  belong  to  S h u g n an ; the  
latter also com prises the valleys of th e  G und  and  the S hakhdarra



and  the Shiva plateau w ith the  lake of the  sam e name. (The lake 
of Shiva is abou t 35  km. S. b. W. of Kalai-bar-Pandsh, I was to ld
b y  the natives th a t the  lake had a rounded  shape, it was no t very
large and there w as an  abundant g row th  of grass on its banks; in 
m any places there are extensive copses of willows and roses, and 
there are lots of w ild birds. F o r political reasons I could no t visit
the  lake and it is still practically unknow n in E urope. Regel is
said to  have visited it from K alai-bar-Pandsh; he records that

M y c a m p  in  a g a r d e n  (m u lb e r ry - t re e s )  in  th e  v i l la g e  o f  S a s h a r .

it is situated a t a height of abou t 3350  m., has an average size 
of 40— 45 km., salt w ater, the  su rroundings display alpine flora, 
on ly  on the southern  slopes of the m ountains there  are copses 
of jun iper and wild roses. N ative travellers give th e js z e  as m uch 
smaller than recorded  b y  Regel.

O ne kishlak is here beside and above the  o ther bo th  on the 
right and  left bank  of the P andsh . G roups of the flat-roofed houses 
lie close together as on shelves along the sh o rt b u t rapid tributaries 
dow n to  the P an d sh ; it looks as if it w ere  possible to  leap dow n 
from  the crest of the  m ountains upon  the  flat roofs from one tow n  
to  the other. All ro u n d  the kishlaks are large gardens on terraces



dow n the  slopes, and  gigantic m ulberry, apricot, apple, pear, and  
peach  g row  everyw here; along  the  rivers small tu rb ine mills are 
patched  like sw allow s’ nests, often half a score, one  over the 
o ther; and  at g rea t distances from  the  kishlaks, as far as the  w ater 
can be led w ith m uch difficulty into the  channels, dug  o r built up 
w ith  slate o r clay, there are cultivated fields w here wheat, barley, millet, 
m elons an d  pulse thrive fairly well. T he A fghan side, th e  left 
bank  of the P an d sh  seems, how ever, to  be the better o n e ; the 
irrigated terraces are larger, and  especially round  the castle of Kalai- 
bar-P andsh  the  gardens look at som e distance like small w oods. 
K alai-bar-Pandsh (the castle above the  P andsh) had  in 1878, ac­
cord ing  to  M unshi-A bdul-Subhan, 1500  houses and abou t 7 5 0 0  in ­
habitants; b u t now , according to  th e  natives, it is m uch  smaller. 
O n  a rocky  terrace, difficult of access, is the fortress, w hich is 
encom passed  b y  walls, 12 m etres high, and  quadratic in  form ; in 
the m iddle rises a high palace built of stone w ith m any  square 
tow ers, jutties, m achicolations etc. w here the A fghan com m ander lives 
w ith  his 3 0 0  m en. W ith its balconies and m any w o o d en  shutters 
facing the P an d sh  it looks very  picturesque, quite the  ty p e  of an 
old  ro b b er’s castle. H orns w ere heard  from  the castle on  ou r p as­
sing by  as a sign tha t they  had  seen m y w hite Russian cap and  
w ere on their guard.

In all the  villages the m ountain  Tadjiks appeared  before their 
houses to  look  at the caravan passing  by. The m en s to o d  in  row s 
in  their w hite w oollen caftans, the  w om en  w ith their rum pled  long  
b lack hair w ere  seen in  com pact g ro u p s  on the roofs of the  houses 
w here they  th o u g h t them selves safer. O n  halting, som e fifty m en 
im m ediately gathered  round  us, one of them  brough t us som e fruits, 
and  gree ted  us w ith  the w elcom e of Salam  Aleikum. T he children 
attracted  th e  atten tion  of the traveller; for nearly all had  their 
cheeks pain ted  red  w hich w as also th e  case w ith  som e g row n-up  
w om en com ing near us. T he w om en  w ere unveiled, b u t often 
h id  their faces in our presence, several of them  w ere rather p retty , 
w ith  delicate Iranian features, b u t v e ry  dirty. Practically all w ere  dres­
sed in a w hite co tton  chemise and  w hite trousers hang ing  dow n  
in folds over their feet w hich w ere generally  naked, and  on  their 
heads they  w ore  a small white cap o r kerchief. M ost of th e  m en 
w ore a larger o r smaller w hite o r coloured  turban, y e t in som e 
places, as in V akhan, also the  b row n  turned-up  w oollen  h o o d  w as 
seen. W hen n o t bare-footed th ey  alw ays used soft b row n, un tanned , 
sho rt leather boots, tied round  their ankles w ith a m any co loured  string.



At this time of the year they  w ere busy  in the gardens; every ­
w here they  were seen shaking dow n o r piucking apricots, peaches 
and  m ulberries The m en were sitting in the trees, the w om en 
runn ing  about on the g round  gathering the fruits in large w oo­
den  dishes, then they  place them  on the roofs to  be dried; 
for they  do no t know  how  to  
preserve fruits. W hen dried 
the  m ulberries are generally 
g round  into  flour w hich m a­
kes up for sugar and  is used 
in baking small sw eet cakes.
T he white m ulberries are com ­
m on here, but the  black are 
rarely seen. T he inhabitants 
seem  to  devote m uch time 
and  care to  their orchards; 
w herever I w ent the  gardens 
w ere well kept, the  channels 
cleansed, the stones picked up 
from  the ground, and  m ost of 
the  gardens su rrounded  by  high 
stone-d ikes; the sides of the  ter­
races w ere as a rule supported  
by  stone-walls that the  precious 
cultivated soil, the loess, should 
n o t rush dow n. N ow  and 
then  the heat w as rather op ­
pressive, and it w as quite a 
relief to  halt a b it beneath  the 
large shady fruit-trees am ong 
w hich principally the  apricot 
trees attained a great size and 0nc oi тУ shngnan Digits iuiuE Beg), 

thickness. Tilled soil and  m any
kishlaks on both  sides of the P andsh  are n o t m et with, how ever, 
beyond  about 20— 25 kilom etres no rth  of K horok; so far the 
river is often 5 — 6 kilom etres broad, do tted  w ith islands grow n 
w ith jungle; it runs so quietly, especially in the neighbourhood of 
K alai-bar-Pandsh, tha t it can be navigated w ith  canoes procured  
b y  the Afghan garrison. The banks offer a wide view m uch 
longed  for w hen em erging from  the narrow  ravines of G aran, and  
the kishlaks form  an alm ost continuous range. T he roads, or, to



p u t it m ore exactly, the  prim itive m oun ta in  paths of the  natives are 
g o o d ; they  w ind , indeed , up  and  dow n slopes and  decliv ites 
bu t there  is n o  danger w hen  w alking there in sum m er. T he 
m oun ta ins w hich  su rround  the valley are n o t very  im posing ; th ey  
are flattened, m uch  terraced, and perpetual snow  is n o w h ere  to  
be seen.

N ear S ashar the valley begins to  narrow , the P an d sh  w hose  
roaring  w e had  n o t heard  after w e had left G aran , becom es 
narrow er and  narrow er, often n o t b roader than one can th ro w  
a s tone across it, its course becom es m ore and  m ore rap id , so  
rap id  tha t the  w hole im m ense b o d y  of w ater tum bling across 
blocks of stones in the  river, seem s dissolved or transfo rm ed  
in to  foam ; it dashes upon  us w hile passing along  th e  bank ; 
and  one g row s dizzy from  looking  at the w ater w hirling ro u n d  
every  m om en t in furious eddies and  m aking such a no ise  th a t 
y o u  canno t call ou t to  a m an at the  distance of a few  steps. 
T here  are m any  cataracts, the  m ost im posing, w here n o rth  of 
Sashar I have m arked  ou t the second  pass on the rou te . H ere 
the  w ater dashes to  such a degree on  the  crow ded m ass of s to ­
nes on the bank  that one becom es dripp ing  w et, and  it is im ­
possible to  g e t ou t of the w ay, as a rocky  wall of slippery  
granite goes vertically dow n into the  river. In a few  places 
sou th  of the  V artang  the P an d sh  w idens ou t in to  a large lake 
w hich m ight be  easily traversed in a boat, its course is so  qu ie t; 
bu t then som e 10 kilom etres sou th  of the V artang it narrow s, 
w here the to w er of D erben t on a vertical rock som e 50  m etres 
above the P an d sh  m arks the bo rd er betw een  R oshan and  S h u g ­
nan, and w idens only  a few kilom etres sou th  of the V artang. D e r ­
ben t or D arb an d  has been  em ployed  as a so rt of barring fortress, 
now  b y  the  Shugnans, now  by  the  R oshans. A t p resen t th e  fo r­
tress only  consists of a single decayed square tow er; num berless forts 
in C entral A sia are called D erbent. N orth  of Sashar th e  bank  
dw indles in to  nex t to  nothing, the  m ountains becom e m ore and  
m ore gigantic, and  rise like trem endous walls w ith steep  inacces­
sible sides from  the valley; jagged  peaks w ith “f i r n ’snow  on  their 
to p s  are seen especially on the left bank, i. e. they  are seen  on  
tu rn in g  o n e ’s eyes alm ost tow ards th e  zenith ; a m ore im posing  
crest of m ountains is rarely  found . A lm ost ju s t opposite  to  
D erben t som e beautiful greenish  blue glaciers shoo t dow n  u p o n  
the P an d sh ; th e y  rise from K uh-i-kalan (The H igh M ounta in ) 
in the  no rth ern  B adakhshan righ t sou th  of Kalai K hum b in D ar-



vas. A long the P andsh is no t a bit of arable soil from Sashar 
as far as the river Vartang, one passes either endless fragm ents 
of rock or rolled dow n stones, or one has to  ride on a six inch 
path  at the foot of vertical granite walls; only in the valleys of 
the small affluents is there some arable land and m ostly on the 
left bank. All the valleys end in a b road  triangular sloping terrace 
filled w ith a thick layer of round stones all of the size of a pair of

F ro m  a  k i s h la k  in  R o s h a n . O x e n  a r e  t h r a s h in g  c o r n . In  th e  b a c k g r o u n d  n a t iv e s  w i th  b lo w n  u p  

s k in s  o f  g o a t s  fo r lo r ry in g  a c r o s s  th e  r iv e r .

clenched fists, and  here the w ater w hich has not been consum ed 
in w atering higher up on the river, runs dow n to  the P andsh in a 
g rea t m any brooklets. There are few kishlaks from Sashar to  the 
Vartang, the largest are on the Afghan side; those in the territory  
of Bokhara can hardly  be called kishlaks; for they only consist of 
tw o or three small houses high up in th e  narrow  valleys of the 
affluents w here som e Tadjik families sustain life by tilling the bit of 
earth w hich has form ed here and there on the bank or on higher 
terraces on the  brooklets; they  also keep sheep and goats w hich 
in sum m er are driven up to  the  m ountain pastures (Ailäk). Som e



ten  or tw en ty  fruit-trees, apricot, w alnu t and m ulberry  trees alw ays 
g rew  ro und  th e  houses.

In Sashar I had  to  change the  horses, as those of the  B eg  in 
K horok  could  n o t w alk any longer; it was a hard  rub  to  m ake 
th e  Aksakal here  provide beasts of burden , bo th  because he and  
everyone in th e  tow n  w ere unw illing to  supply  them , and  because

T y p e s  o f  m e n  f ro m  R o sh a n .

the re  are on  th e  w hole very  few  horses in all these m oun ta in  p ro ­
vinces. T he language also th rew  g rea t obstacles in ou r w ay ; for 
m y  com panions from  Turkestan and  I could only speak  T urk ish , 
and  all abou t here  they  talk old P ersian  in different dialects. S om e 
w ords w e had  learned, how ever, w hile travelling th ro u g h  V akhan  
and  G aran, an d  b y  m eans of them  and  gestures w e g o t on. A fter 
long  nego tia tions w ith  the  w hole m ale population  of th e  to w n  w e 
finally ob ta ined  th ree  horses, a few  donkeys, w hich are fo u n d  in 
fairly g rea t num bers, and porters to  carry  the  ligh t baggage, and  
w ith  them  w e to iled  onw ard w ith  g rea t difficulty, b u t in  o n e  day



w e only reached the last kishlak south of the river Vartang. H ere 
w e met with a kind Aksakal, at w hose house i. e. in our ow n 
ten ts in his garden, we rem ained over night, and he prom ised 
to  procure porters and transport us to the Vartang the next day. 
I had dispatched in advance one of my Djigits to  the Beg in 
Kalai Vamar to ask him to  order thirty six inflated skins on the 
southern  bank of the Vartang. The Djigit returned with an answer

T h e  r iv e r  P a n d s h  a t  th e  e n tra n c e  o f  K a la i V a m a r . O u t lo o k  to w a r d s  th e  w e s t.

from Beg Ishan-kul in Kalai Vamar that all should be carried ou t ac­
cording to  my wishes, and he brought m e a post-parcel which had 
been sent to  me by the Russian political agency in Bokhara through 
the Bokhara authorities. This parcel had been carried by m ounted 
m essengers from tow n to tow n, from Aksakal to Aksakal over 
about 1900 kilom etres as far as these pathless regions where it had 
arrived safely at Kalai Vamar, at a distance of a few versts from 
me, but unfortunately not any further either. It contained p h o to ­
graphic plates, and out of curiosity the B eg had opened one, but 
luckily only one of the boxes, and then the plates had been spoiled.

Early in the m orning having loaded the w hole of our baggage



on  porters, w e passed  by  an expansion  in the  P andsh  som ew hat 
like a lake an d  again th rough  a narrow  ravine along  th e  no isy  
river, across a few  small easily accessible passes to  a b ranch  of 
the  river w hich sou th  of the V artang  connects the latter w ith  the 
P andsh . H ere  w e had  to  cross a h igh plateau and  to  fo llow  the 
V artang  a little w ay before reaching  the  ferry. O n  o u r arrival a t 
th e  river bank  w ith  our porters pan ting  and  groaning, the  ferrym en 
of the  B eg w ere already on th e  sp o t w ith th ree excellent floats, 
each of them  com posed  of 12 inflated goat-skins (Sanatsh) and  ten  
m en w ere read y  on bo th  sides of the river. O n  a carpet on  the 
bank  one of the  A ksakals of the  B eg had  laid a sm all m eal con ­
sisting of tea , pillau, m elons, fruit and  sw eetm eats, v ery  w elcom e 
indeed, as for a long  tim e w e had  lived upon  w hat th e  native 
Tadjiks w ere able to  supply, generally  no th ing  bu t m u tton  an d  bread  
in the  form  of pancakes. The crossing  of the greenish  b lue sw elling 
V artang, here  som e 100 m etres broad , w en t off very  well. T h e  row ers 
if they  m ay  be called such, s teered  baggage and  p erso n s safely 
to  the no rthern  side; to  each float belonged  4  row ers, and  th ey  
steered  in  hang ing  b y  their arm s in the  branch covering  of the 
float and tread ing  w ater w ith  the ir feet. B y the w ay, th e  skins 
are b low n u p  b y  the m outh  and sh u t by  m eans of a w o o d en  tap  
in one leg of th e  h ide; they  are tied  together w ith  b ranches to  
form  a float, and  then carpets and fur-cloaks are spread o v er them  
tha t one can sit d ry ; four m en and  a g o o d  deal of b aggage  is 
carried b y  such  a rocking float on  w hich one m ust, how ever, take 
care n o t to  tread ; one has to  crawl cautiously across it. T h e  h o r­
ses. w ere , d riven  into the  w ater at a bend  of the  river, and  
w hen the m en on  the  opposite  bank  shouted  to  th e m : “ M ö! 
M ö !” , the  call u sed  here everyw here to  entice the  horses, th ey  
sw am  or w ere th row n by  the  cu rren t to  the opposite  side. O u r 
tw o ten t dogs w hich I had  b o u g h t in  V akhan had  a g o o d  trip  b e ­
fore attain ing  the  other bank; of the ir ow n accord th ey  sw am  ou t 
into the  w ater, and  only far dow n  the river d id  th ey  succeed in 
catching on  to  som e bushes w here som e Tadjiks fished them  out. 
O n  the  n o rth e rn  bank  the eldest son  of the Beg ap p eared  on 
horseback  accom panied by  2 0  m en to  receive u s and  w elcom e m e 
to  Kalai V am ar; w e w ere obliged to  take another cup of tea  w ith 
fruit and  sw eetm eats before m aking  off for the  tow n, th e  capital 
or main village in the province of Roshan. The B eg’s son  po in ted  
ou t to  us an  excellent place for o u r ten ts in a shady  g ard en  in 
the  tow n w hich is abou t 1 km . n o rth  of the  fortress of V am ar



The castle of Kala i V am ar. In the b ack g ro u n d  the m ountain wall to the south of the Pandsh in B a d a k h s h a n .



w here the B eg lived. A table in the garden  w as laid w ith  all tha t 
w e could  possibly  w ish of g rapes, apples, pears, m elons, B okharan 
b read  (small round  cakes), several loaves of w hite sugar, raisins, 
B okharan sw eetm eats, large quan tities of m eat, soup  sw im m ing 
w ith  fat, boiled eggs and a large brass-tjillem (w ater-pipe) w ith
tobacco to  en joy  after the m eal. H am rakul, m y right hand  m an
from  T urkestan , was all eyes; of late his confidence in m y g rea t­
ness had dw indled dow n very  m uch ; bu t on th is recep tion  it rose 
considerably . A pricots, w alnuts, apples, pears, alm onds and  figs 
w ere hang ing  above our heads in the  large shady trees; for the 
p resen t w e could  not im agine a better place of residence, and  we 
w ere, indeed , in w ant of rest in th is so rt of paradise. Im m ediately 
I sent off H am rakul to  the B eg to  thank  him  and an nounce  m y 
visit for the  next day, as I w as very  tired now .

A fter som e h o u rs’ repose I took , how ever, ho rse  again, and 
together w ith  an Aksakal I w en t ■ abou t the coun try  to  take a 
som ew hat closer view  of it. F rom  the narrow  valley of the river 
Pandsh  w here one seem s alm ost buried  alive, it is exceedingly  
refreshing to  em erge w here the landscape allows of a w ider o u t­
look. A  little south  of the V artang  the valley at Kalai V am ar 
suddenly  w idens out in to  som e 10 kilom etres; on the  northern  
bank of the P andsh  one large kishlak is near the  o ther, but 
there are few and small villages on the south  bank  w hich is 
very  narrow  as the m ountains of Badakhshan run alm ost dow n 
to  the river and especially opposite  to  the fortress of V am ar rise 
from the P andsh  as a nearly vertical and inaccessible wall. The
banks of the  river are grow n w ith  rushes, reeds and  jungle , there
are m any small islands w ith low  copse, and the river, rapid  and 
eddying, w inds through  the valley in steady and num berless cur­
vatures im m ediately past the sou thern  wall of the fortress. T he 
w hole valley is well tilled, one corn-field w ith w heat, barley , millet, 
luzerna, co tton  and tobacco is beside the other, and  th e  territory , 
here very  flat, is traversed by  narrow , bu t good , sm oo th  roads 
su rrounded  by  the gardens of the villages w ith their obligate 
stone-hedges. The valley has the  shape of an ellipse w ith  its 
large axis in E.-W .; about 10— 12 kilom etres w est of th e  ou tle t 
of the V artang  in to  the P andsh , the  valley, again narrow ing , is 
very  difficult to  traverse on the large curve form ed by  the  P an d sh  
w hen breaking th rough  the R oshan m ountains. If th e  bank  of 
the  P andsh  has to be follow ed further on, all baggage m ust be 
loaded on porters. In sum m er, therefore, they  prefer th e  w ay  n o rth ­



w ard  across the glacier of O dudy  in the Roshan m ountains, im pas­
sable in winter, and I also took this route on leaving Kalai Vamar. 
A s recorded above the Roshan m ountains recede to the north som e

T h e  c a s tle  o f K a la i  V a m a r  in  w in te r  ( f ro m  m y  v is i t  h e r e  in  C h r is tm a s  1 8 9 8 ).

10 kilometres from the P andsh rising im m ediately to  a considerable 
height and steepness; still from now here in the valley is perpetual 
snow  seen on the m ountains at this season, nothing but naked, 
colossal, brow nish black m ountain giants shut up the valley round  
about. H aving received the Vartang, the P andsh  has swelled very 
m uch; its w ater is p retty  clear, and som e carp are found in it. O n  its



ou tle t th e  V artang  is m uch m ore considerab le than  th e  P an d sh ; it 
carries g reen ish  blue, rather tran sp aren t w ater and  is n o t clayey, as 
G eiger has it in his book ; “ D ie P am irgeb iete” , p. 148, b u t m ay 
p robab ly  be  so  at an earlier tim e of the  year. In sp ring  th e  grea t 
inunda tions of the  V artang  often dam age the valley of K alai V am ar, 
th e  w ho le  te rrito ry  is som etim es nearly  im m ersed, and  o n  th e  con ­
fluence of th e  tw o  rivers the re  are m any  fens covered  w ith  high 
reeds an d  w illow s am ong w hich are n o t a few w ild b irds and  a 
g o o d  m any  harm less snakes. T he fens are sudden ly  cu t off to  the 
w est by  an  iso lated  gran ite and  slate m ountain  near the  fortress.

T he inhab itan ts of Kalai V am ar, as elsew here in R oshan, are al­
m ost exclusively T adjiks (M ountain  T adjiks), and few peop le  belong ing  
to  th e  garrison  of the  Beg w ere U sbegs like himself. T he influence 
of B okhara w as perceptible in th e  m any  m otley  caftans; ap a rt from  
this the  type  an d  dress of the popu la tion  w as the sam e as in S hugnan . 
T he nails an d  beards of the m en w ere often co loured  red  w ith 
h en n a  as is the  custom  farther w est tow ards Persia. T h e  w om en 
are unveiled . T he custom  of shav ing  the  head  as sm o o th  as a 
billiard-ball is also know n here and  the re  in  the inhab ited  P am ir 
valleys, as far as V akhan, b u t is n o t very  com m on; as a ru le  they  
w ear their hair short; only  th e  descendants of saints an d  d er­
v ishes w ear longish  hair hang ing  dow n their backs. W hen  asked 
w h y  they  d id  n o t shave their heads, they  answ ered  th a t it w as 
difficult because g o o d  razors w ere  rare, if razors cou ld  on  the 
w hole b e  p rocu red . A n old Nai'b (bailiff in a small tow n) of the  
nam e of Yysyf (Joseph) ad ded  that, besides, it w as to o  cold  in 
P am ir to  w ear the head  shaven. Several of the  inhabitan ts .suffered 
from  the strum a, a tum our on th e  neck  from  the  chin d o w n  on 
the breast; it is said to  be a consequence of d rink ing  th e  w ater 
unboiled.

A bou t n o o n  the  nex t day  I announced  m y visit to  th e  B eg 
th ro u g h  a D jig it, and  at som e distance from  the  castle w hich 
looked  v ery  im posing  w ith its h igh  strong  walls, tow ers an d  iron- 
b o u n d  gate, I w as received b y  som e m otley  dressed  M ussulm en 
h eaded  b y  a tall, handsom e, b lack-bearded Tadjik carry ing  a long  
w hite staff as a sign that he w as a m aster of cerem onies. H e 
w elcom ed m e to  the  castle in  the  ord inary  florid language, b u t 
as he spoke  P ersian  I u n d ers to o d  little of it; one  of th e  sen ­
tences, how ever, viz. that all hearts in Kalai V am ar re jo iced  a t m y 
visit and  h ad  for a long  tim e looked  forw ard to  it, I h a d  heard  
so often th a t instantly  I recognized  it. T he B eg had  apparen tly



m ade ready for a solem n reception w hich is always prepared for 
th e  foreign guests of the Bokharan Begs if they  are at all received 
in their castles, for they  wish to  m ake their subordinates believe

I s h a n  K u l w i th  h i s  s o n s  o u ts id e  th e  c a s tle  o f  K a la i  V a m a r .

tha t they  adm it only  persons of quality to  their houses. A rri­
v ing  within the iron-bound  gate just beneath  the main tow er 1 
m et a similar procession as w ithout, again headed by  a m aster 
of ceremonies, and w ith these tw o in front, som e of the train 
before and som e behind, w e passed a short, broad street flanked



by open  stables, and  such a confusion of small houses, passages 
and  odd  nooks and  corners as are on ly  to  be found  in  old, 
O riental castles; b u t suddenly  a small low  door opened  u p o n  a 
charm ing garden  w ith small w atering  channels and  overshadow ed  
by  fruit trees. In a large w ooden  pavilion open  on tw o sides w as 
the  Beg in a caftan em broidered w ith  go ld  and  beside him  tw o  of 
his nearest relations in m otley silk caftans. T hey w ere sitting  at 
one end  of a large w ooden  table covered  with a table-cloth of 
figured stuff, and  the w hole table w as closely laid w ith  m any  
dishes of m eat, bread, fruit, sw eetm eats in such quantities th a t there  
w ould  have been  enough for the  w hole population of the  tow n . 
O n  the floor of the  pavilion there  w ere fine T urkom an carpets, 
and  the B eg and  his tw o guards in  th e  charm ing, cool g a rd en  
looked like persons in a fairy-tale. Sm iling and w ith th a t d ign ity  
w hich is characteristic of m en from  B okhara, the B eg w en t d o w n ­
stairs to  w elcom e m e with the usual lo n g  form ula of w elcom e w hich 
to  his g rea t aston ishm ent I gave him  back again in his ow n language 
(U sbegish). F o r  abou t an h ou r w e conversed w ith each o th e r 
during  the  m eal, all of w hose dishes had  to  be drunk from  cups 
o r eaten w ith the  fingers. W hen H am rakul, w ho toge ther w ith 
the  o ther m en lay eating on the g ro u n d  outside the pavilion, saw  
m e draw  a dagger to  cut m eat and  pillau, he im m ediately appeared  
w ith m y ow n eating  too ls w hich he had  b rough t along w ith  h im , as 
otherw ise, according to  his saying, I w ould  as usual bu rn  m y 
fingers on  the M oslem  dishes. A fter the meal a beautiful w ater- 
pipe inlaid w ith precious stones w en t about, I took  a d raugh t w ith  
a certain caution, then  w e had a view  of the m agnificent g arden  
w here a luxuriant g row th  of vines covered  the walls of th e  castle, 
and  w here besides fruit-trees there w ere m any flow ering plants and  
ornam ental bushes; w e discussed the question  w hich w as of such 
an im portance to  me, w hether I could  obtain  beasts of bu rden  and  
porters to  accom pany m e across the glacier pass of O d u d y  as far 
as the river Yashgulam. The B eg  w as im m ediately w illing, ad ­
ding tha t he w ould  provision th e  caravan gratu itously  so far on 
and dispatch a quick ordinance along  the P andsh  to  the B eg  in 
Kalai K hum b in D arvas to  announce m y  arrival and  dem and of him  
a good  reception. Finally he asked m e to  speak well of him  w hen  
visiting the Em ir of Bokhara and  his prim e minister, w hich  I 
prom ised him  as I had  no reason to  act otherw ise. W e to o k  a 
hearty  leave of each other, he accom panied m e to  the gate  of the 
fortress and his attendants even further on. T hen w e hastened  back



to  the camp, how ever, w here there was w ork enough in the after­
noon  in m ending .torn harness, saddles and sacks for the expedi­
tion which was to  start the following m orning.

I dispatched H am rakul to  present the Beg with a brass specular 
com pass (I had several of the kind) in return for his kindness, 
and Hamrakul on 
that occasion recei­
ved a new  caftan.

T he Beg kept his 
prom ise; the next 
m orning long before 
sunrise 10 porters, 3 
horses and som e don ­
keys were ready to 
be loaded with our 
baggage. The men 
had brought along 
w ith them som e long 
and solid piked gla­
cier sticks and ropes 
to  be em ployed d u ­
ring the glacier pas­
sage and som e trus­
ses of hay for the 
animals. N o less than 
seven loaves of sugar, 
a bag of sweetm eats 
and cakes and some 
m elons w ere brought 
me from the Beg.
W hat becam e of 
the sugar Hamrakul The Beg Islian ^ul t̂he centraI fi#ure in t,,e foreground) in his pavilion)
. b  .  ’ (in  th e  b a c k g r o u n d  tw o  m a s te r s  o f  c e r e m o n ie s  w i th  t h e i r  s ta ffs .)
know s; for on ourar- 
rival at Kalai Vandsh
in D arvas this product had again run sh o rt1). —  N ear the town of Va­
mar we turned north-w ard into the ravine w here the river O dudy runs 
dow n from the perpetual snow. The passage is exceedingly difficult, 
for the valley is narrow , filled with fragm ents of rock and rolled dow n

’) In the  w in te r 1898 I ag a in  called upon th e  B eg  in K alai V am ar toge ther w ith  Mr. H juler 
a n d  M r. Paulsen. This travel in th e  d ep th  of w in te r is described  in  m y book: “0 <*п п рщ  
Pam ir” . C openhagen : H agerup . 1905.



stones, and  no arable g round  is to  be seen. D ense coppices of willows, 
poplars, hippophae, juniper, birch, wild roses and honeysuckle occur 
here and  there on  the banks and  on a few terraces w here the river, 
runn ing  over the terrace has p roduced  m arshy m oss-clad m orasses very  
difficult to  traverse. H ere a horse tum bled dow n w ith all his bag ­
gage and  w as killed on the spo t; bu t w e saved the baggage w hich 
consisted of tw o boxes filled w ith instrum ents and  photographic 
im plem ents. O n inspecting the boxes w hose conten ts w ere stow ed 
in tow  all p roved  to  be unhurt. The path  now  follow s the  one,
now  th e  o ther bank of the  river, and across the  la tter are built
prim itive bridges of branches and  flat slate-stones. T ow ards evening 
w e halted  on a terrace at a height of 3741 m etres ju s t below  the 
snow  w hich in the shape of im m ense arches form ed b ridges across 
the sources of the river O dudy . W e pitched a cam p in a small
snug  copse w hich com m anded a grand  view  southw ard . A t this
heigh t som e Tadjik shepherds w ere nom adizing; they  lived w ith 
their sheep  and  goats in som e w retched stone-houses (Ailäk). All 
round  th e  juniper copse the partridges w ere cackling, and  1 killed 
som e for dinner. The sun had  been shining du ring  the  ascent; 
b u t tow ards evening, fortunately  no t until we had  p itched  our 
camp, the clouds gathered, and  soon  w e w ere w rapped  in a snow ­
storm  w hich lasted a couple of hours. The snow , how ever, soon
m elted aw ay in the sunshine, and the territory  w hich had  been
very  like a w inter landscape at Christm as tim e, again assum ed its 
sum m erlike appearance. A  grea t m any um belliferous plants, one 
m etre high, are characteristic of the  terraces at th is heigh t b o th  
here and  elsew here in the lateral valleys of W est Pam ir.

A fter a villainously cold n igh t during  w hich all poo ls w ere 
covered w ith thick ice w e rose  at three o ’clock in the m orning  in 
o rder to  be able, if possible, to  pass the rather small glacier before 
the  sun  had  had tim e to  render it friable. 1 w alked fo rem ost w ith 
a guide, at first w earing a fur-cloak and cap, bu t soon  I g o t to o  
w arm ; fo r now  we had to  crawl on rolled dow n fragm ents of 
rock, heaps of loose stones w hich slipped, w hen tro d d en  on  a
little to o  hard, and  across steep granite rocks w here  w e crept
on  b y  setting  our feet in the  natural roughnesses of the  stones. 
T he porters carried the w hole baggage, and it w as very  difficult 
to  b ring  u p  the horses. T hey  had  often to  be ho isted  by  ropes 
to  the  terraces, and it m ust be  considered a w o n d er tha t all g o t 
safe th ro u g h  the im m ense m oraines now  and  then  g iv ing  room  
for a po in ted  peak round  w hose side w ound  dism ally narrow



paths with yaw ning gulfs beside. A t last I dared n o t look dow n 
into the precipice but turned m y eyes tow ards the mountain-wall 
n o t to  be taken w ith giddiness. T he Tadjiks, accustom ed to  this 
piece of w ork, crawled about w ith m y sacks, boxes, kettles and 
ten ts on their backs like m onkeys, w ithout becom ing tired. It 
grew  colder, the higher 
w e got, and  a strong 
w ind from the pass re­
tarded our m arch or ra­
the r crawling very  much.
O n  our w ay  through 
the m oraines w e som e­
tim es used the natural 
bridges across the clefts 
after having examined 
them  w ith the pike­
staffs and em ploying the 
glacier ropes, and  at 7 
o ’clock a. m. w e reached 
the glacier itself. D uring 
the ascent I saw  at som e 
distance half a score of 
O vis poli, o u t of g u n ­
shot, how ever, b u t even 
if it had n o t been, 1 w ould 
have let them  alone; I 
had seen them  so often 
before, and  there was 
neither any use for the 
m eat w hich is tough  and 
nauseously sw eet no r for 
the skin and  horns, spe­
cimens of w hich I had 
secured on  an earlier oc­
casion for the  Zoological M useum  in C openhagen. It is very  am u­
sing to  see these large animals w ith  their im m ense tw isted ram s’ 
horns springing up  and dow n the steepest m ountain slopes, quick as 
lightning. T he caravan came across som e small greyish brow n bears, 
bu t they  d isappeared as fast as possible am ong som e blocks of stone; 
w e saw  lots of small hares as far u p  as the perpetual snow , where, 
by  the w ay, there are tufts of grass and beautiful flow ering plants.

B a r b a c a n  in  th e  c a s tle  o f  K a la i V a m a r . 
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T he piece of g round  w hich w as easiest to  traverse was the 
glacier itself w hose w hole length, som e 5— 6 km., w as as even 
as a floor com pared to  o ther passages in Pam ir. It consisted 
of a green ish  blue mass of snow , frozen and squeezed  together, 
very  rough  and looking as if a harrow  had crossed it w hile still 
soft, for high, narrow  squares betw een the furrows form ed by  the 
im agined harrow , stood forth half a foot, running  parallel w ith  one 
ano ther alm ost in the direction from  south  to  north . T hese squa­
res clashed and  clinked w hen struck by the feet and  on  closer 
inspection p roved  to  be perforated  and resem bled row s of stiff 
lace upon  the  glacier. T he phenom enon  is p roduced  by  the  ice o r 
snow  forcing forw ard from the east or the west, for in  either direc­
tion  the m ountains rise w ith steep slopes in to high, po in ted , in part 
quite naked  peaks affording a very  im posing sight. T he holes and 
jags in the  fields ow e their occurrence to  dust flying across the 
glacier, for w herever there w as dust, there w as a hole. It is, in ­
deed, a very  com m on sight w here dust and stone m eet w ith  flakes 
of ice in  sunshine. M ost of the cracks in the ice w ere very  
narrow , n o t b roader than a m an or animal could jum p  across; 
b u t o u t of caution w e generally used  the ropes. O nly  across som e 
cracks ab o u t 1 m. broad w e struck  bridges of the branches b ro u g h t 
a long  w ith u s, and  then carpets, fur-cloaks and  saddle-clothes 
w ere sp read  over the bridges w hich w ere cautiously crossed  b y  
the horses and  donkeys as if they  suspected the danger. O ne of 
the  Tadjiks disappeared here; he  had  been seen w alking abou t 
b y  himself, bu t w hether he perished  or had  set o u t u p o n  the 
return  of his ow n accord, I do  n o t know ; he w as g one  aw ay and 
rem ained so. T he height of th e  glacier itself I m easured  to  be 
4 3 9 8  m etres, Regel has previously  estim ated the heigh t a t 4 8 — 4900  
m., according to  w hich the su rround ing  m ountains of Roshan, should  
attain a heigh t of about 5500  m., b u t th is is certainly n o t right; 
I do  n o t believe them  to  exceed 5000  m., rather to be som ew hat 
low er here. In 1897 a Russian topog rapher passed the  glacier of 
O d u d y  and  came to  the sam e resu lt as I. A  Russian officer has 
draw n a sketch-m ap of the glacier, and  a pho tograph  of th is w as 
kindly len t to  m e; here the shape of the glacier is show n, bu t 
un fortunately  the scale is m issing.

O n  the northern  side of the  glacier a very  d angerous and 
troublesom e descent aw aited us. A t the  end  of the evenly  slanting 
saddle of the  m ountain ridge of th e  Roshan m ountains, a precipice 
sloped  dow nw ards very  steeply  abou t 250  m., covered w ith  lo ts



of loose m aterial and large flakes of snow . Boxes, sacks and  tents 
w e let glide dow n the pretty  hard  snow  slopes from one group of 
m en to  an o th er by  m eans of ropes, after the men had  been 
hoisted dow n one by  one to  cut a terrace in the hard-frozen snow. 
H orses and donkeys were b rough t dow n in the sam e w ay, a 
rope tw isted round  their neck being throw n dow n to  the terrace 
on w hich th e y  w ere to  stop, w hile m en on an upper terrace 
kep t hold of a rope fastened to  the  girth  and  the tail. O f course
they  first tried  to  walk dow n over the snow , but soon  slipped
round  on th e  side; often they  w en t too  fast so tha t the  rope 
fell ou t of the  hands of those s tand ing  above them, and dow n they 
w en t at a flying rate, horse, snow  and  stones 
being all in a whirl until they  sto p p ed  on a 
terrace. A  g o o d  deal of the baggage w as treated 
in the sam e w ay, and w hen all had go t below 
the snow , w e had  to  search out and  bring to ­
gether w ith g rea t pains bo th  anim als and  bag­
gage in the m oraines. S trange to  tell, nobody  
took  any harm , apart from som e scratches and 
scars. I ascribe th is m ore to m y g o o d  fortune 
than to  m y equipm ent for such an expedition 
w hich I should  no t advise others to  undertake 
if no t in possession  of better im plem ents than 
those  w hich I had been able to  procure with 
m y m odest pecuniary  means. T he descent from 
here was com paratively easy there being on the 
w hole w ay along  the Ä b-i-M aderaun (The River M aderaun) paths 
trodden  dow n b y  the Tadjiks on their w ay up to  m ountain pastures 
from the valley of the Yashgulam. O n  its upper course the river 
has m any affluents conveying at a dashing rate large quantities of 
great pebbles to  the treeless limit a t a  height of about 3700  metres. 
H ere all these small rivers or brooklets unite, and  here 1 pitched my 
camp sheltered by  birches, juniper and  willows. Ham rakul p repared  an 
excellent pillau, and  over som e glasses of tea and  tobacco from  a pipe 
I had m ade of som e dry  branches, having lost m y own, we soon  for­
g o t the danger and  the exertions. It w as n o t long, how ever, before 
w e had to  struggle against still w orse natural conditions. N o t until 
such an expedition  is over, does one really feel as if one w ere alive.

The next m orn ing  w e and our beasts of burden hobbing  and 
w ith sore lim bs w ent dow n very  steep paths, now  w inding over 
grassy m ountain  slopes, now  crossing a chaos of stones on  the

O d u d y  G la c ic r .



river. It w as a very  fine day, the  sun w as shining, as it usually 
does in P am ir in sum m er, various small birds w ere chirping in the 
willows, roses and jun iper bushes, and delicious clear w ater rushed 
dow n over the stones in to  the river. I walked a b it in fron t of 
the  o thers to  kill som e wild fowl, pigeons and  m ountain  fowl. 
A bou t 3  kilom etres from  the Yashgulam the valley of the  Ab-i- 
M aderaun  narrow s to  a b read th  of only 25  m., the  m ounta ins rise 
like vertical walls on bo th  sides of the river, b u t fo rtunate ly  there 
is n o t m ore w ater than one is able to  ride in. B etw een  th is nar­
row  cleft and  the Yashgulam is a w idening of the  valley w here 
there are four g roups of the ordinary  flat-roofed T adjik  houses 
w ith small orchards all of w hich m ust, how ever, be considered  as 
belong ing  to  the tow n of M aderaun  on the Y ashgulam . In this 
tow n I halted  a t three o ’clock in  the afternoon.

N ow  w e were in the small ancient k ingdom  of D arvas form erly 
governed  by  a native prince w ho declared himself to  be a descen ­
dan t of A lexander the G reat, as m ost Central Asiatic ru lers usually 
do. W e w ere n o t very  k indly received; the  A ksakal of the tow n 
came, indeed, to  m eet us, bu t declared that he had  received no 
o rders to  sell or procure any th ing  for us, and, on  th e  w hole, he 
m ade light of us. I now  asked w here his house and garden  w ere, 
and  in the  latter I pitched a cam p w ithout further cerem ony, so 
tha t he m ight be responsible for possible disturbances. N o r w ere 
these long  in beginning. A bou t fifty m en from  the  tow n  soon  
to o k  up  a threatening position round  our ten ts under the g igantic 
m ulberry  trees, several of them  had  such m atchlocks, as are com ­
m on here w ith a w ooden  fork  fixed to  the barrel, and  large bow s, 
a com m on hunting  w eapon here as in V akhan. In a h u rry  I assured 
myself tha t m y Turkestan com panions had  their revo lvers and  car­
tridges in order, although n one  of them  had  any  grea t idea of the 
w ay to  use them ; 1 loaded all m y  fire-arms, revolvers and  m agazine- 
guns and piled up som e boxes to  form  a small ram part in con ­
nection w ith  m y tent, from  w hich I, kneeling dow n, w as able to  
fire; all of us rem ained near the  ten ts w aiting for further events, 
while at a distance of abou t 3 0  steps the natives conversing  loudly  
kep t up  their threatening position. T hus we observed  one an­
other for som e time, and no th in g  happening  I o rdered  a few of 
the servants to  arrange som e saddles and harness near the  n a ­
tive assem bly while I w as ready  w ith  m y arms near the  tent. N o 
sooner had  m y servants com e near the group , than som e natives 
falling u p o n  them  began cudgelling H am rakul and  U lug  B eg;



but the form er was quick enough to  shake off their hold, jum p 
back som e steps, draw  his revolver and fire, but fortunately he 
missed his m ark. As calmly and  roughly  as possible 1 cried out 
to  them  to  keep  quiet, and there being  a m om ent’s pause, 1 got 
tim e to  m ake the Aksakal understand, partly in Tadjik language, 
partly by  m eans of gestures tha t if he w as no t able to  keep his 
people quiet, he w ould be responsible for all occurrences and w ould 
undoubted ly  be hanged as soon  as I reached the Beg in Kalai 
Khumb, w ho w as the governor of D arvas under the Em ir of Bo­
khara. This seem ed to  
im press him  a little, 
he m ade the natives 
retreat som ew hat in 
the  garden  and  began 
to  discuss w ith  m e 
and  m y com panions, 
w hat w e w an ted  him 
to  do ; he prom ised 
to  procure som e p o r­
ters for the  nex t day 
and som e sheep to 
be killed, and  then he 
retired to  his tow ns­
men, w ho still remai­
ned  near us eagerly
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soon  as possible and again called the Aksakal, m aking H am rakul 
fasten a piece of paper to  the trunk  of a tree at a distance of 
abou t 100 feet. I asked the A ksakal and  his friends to  notice my 
w ay of m anaging arms, and then  I quickly fired a magazine of 17 
shots at the  paper. T he natives, being  curious, w ent up  to  the 
paper to  see if there w ere really as m any balls as reports and 
discovering all of them  in holes in the tree w here the paper had 
been, they  sm iled som ew hat foolishly and  retired less self-assured.
I now  asked the Aksakal to  drive his friends to  their houses at 
once, if not, I w ould by  m eans of m y guns, and after a long time 
he m ade them  return; bu t the  arm ed m en am ong them  cried 
o u t to  m e tha t they  had 300  g uns in the kishlak and w ere not 
afraid etc.



T he sheep, how ever, did n o t turn up, and w e w ere all very  
hungry . 1 had sent for the  Aksakal several tim es w ithou t any 
result, w hen  an old w hite-bearded man at last cam e u p  to  m e and  
p rom ised  to  procure tw o sheep  and porters for the nex t day  w hich 
he did. F rom  him we learned tha t the Aksakal w as a very  w icked 
m an, no Tadjik, but belonging  to  the Yashgulam popu la tion  w hich 
had  im m igrated into the valley from the East. T he old m an 
asked ' m e to  explain to  th e  Beg in Kalai K hum b w hat bad  
people the  Yashgulams w ere and  that he ough t to  assist the  
Tadjiks as they  w ere always w orried  by  the quarrelsom e fellows.
I p rom ised  him to  do  m y best, and th ro u g h o u t the  day  the 
cam p w as quiet, bu t w e could no t leave it. T ow ards evening the 
old m an w ith 12 Tadjik shepherds w hom  he had b ro u g h t together, 
offered to  sleep near our cam p to  prevent sudden  attacks during  
the night. 1 accepted this offer, bu t nevertheless H am rakul and  I 
had  to  be aw ake by  turns. It w as an uncanny n igh t in the  pitch 
dark garden  under the large m ulberry  trees, bu t several of the  kind 
w ere as y e t before me.

E arly in  the m orning w e and  ou r Tadjik friends w alked u p  the 
valley of the  Yashgulam; the A ksakal did n o t appear; a few  curious 
folk looked  at us across the stone-hedges of the gardens, bu t tran ­
quillity w as n o t disturbed. I and our old w hite beard  agreed  tha t 
he and  his shepherds should accom pany us for g o o d  pay m en t and  
p resen ts along  the Yashgulam and  across the V andsh m ounta ins to 
Kalai V andsh  on the river V andsh ; th is is a long  w ay  ro und  to 
Kalai K hum b; bu t the road  along the Yashgulam and  the P andsh  
w estw ard  is very  difficult, and  I w as anxious to  see som eth ing  of 
the  valley of the river Yashgulam the population  of w hich I had  
been  to ld  differed from the Tadjiks. This is quite right. In som e 
kishlaks along the river there are Yashgulam people, in o thers pure 
D arvasian Tadjiks, and the form er differ from  the la tter in tha t 
their features have an ungraceful M ongolian-Turkish character. Their 
custom s are said to  vary  very  m uch from  those of th e  Tadjiks, 
bu t I canno t give any inform ation on this point hav ing  h ad  no  con ­
nection w ith  them  after the affair in M aderaun. I saw  n one  of 
their w om en. M aderaun is a large kishlak w ith abou t 2 0 0  inhabi­
tants. T he valley is rather b road  here, and everyw here there  are 
gardens and  corn-fields on the  terraces. The Y ashgulam  runs from  
M aderaun  due w est to  the P an d sh  so that a full view  is obtained 
th ro u g h o u t the valley to the high snow -clad m ounta ins on the 
w estern  bank  of the P andsh  in  Badakhshan. A t M aderaun  a bridge



is throw n across the river, here about 30 metres broad, and the 
path  now  follow s the right bank, now  the left, often crossing the 
river; bu t everyw here there are bridges although fragile, m ade of 
boughs and  flat pieces of slate. T he m ountains, on bo th  sides of an 
im posing height and snow-clad, go  straight dow n to  the river w here 
a narrow , b u t good  path  repaired by the population leads through 
endless blocks of stone; often the  path  is so narrow  that the 
horses could  n o t ge t through  w hen  loaded, and w e had  to  un ­
load the baggage; only w here the  small affluents appear, the 
valley w idens out, and here are the  kishlaks, all of them  very 
idyllic and  surroun ­
ded by fertile fields 
and gardens. D eli­
cious grapes and  pea­
ches grew  in large 
quantities.

W e halted  now  
and then to  eat fruits 
w herever ou r T ad ­
jik porters knew  that 
Tadjiks lived and 
where there w ere on ­
ly Yashgulams w e 
could now  apply  the 
only m anner of p ro ­
ceeding respected by 
the disagreeable fel-
l O W S  <1S We w ere ’n m o r a in e s  o n  th e  s o u th  s id e  o f  th e  V a n d s h  g la c ie r .

tw enty  m en to  keep
together. Som e 4 kilom etres from  D jam djah the passage again is very 
difficult, runn ing  steadily up and dow n alm ost vertical slopes of granite 
and often th rough  a chaos of blocks of s to n e ; the last descent to  the 
kishlak of D jam djah  is very  dangerous and troublesom e. Late in the 
afternoon w e halted in th is kishlak am ong the Yashgulam people resi­
d ing here, and  several tim es the latter and  my U sbegs and Tadjiks 
cam e to  loggerheads; the inhabitants w ould neither sell us anything 
n o r perm it us to  pitch a camp, bu t w e w ere n o t intim idated by 
the nearly 50  inhabitants of the tow n , and the night passed off 
w ithout any disturbances. Early in  th e  m orning I awoke on hearing 
a vio lent fighting betw een H am rakul and  the Aksakal of the tow n; 
bu t seeing th a t H am rakul was getting  the upper hand, and  nobody



else m eddling  in the affair, I let them  alone, still in tently  w atching 
tha t neither of them  used o th e r w eapons than their fists. Im m e­
diately no rth  of D jam djah w e tu rned  w estw ard along  a small af­
fluent leading from the pass of G uskom  w hich w e had to  cross to  
Kalai V andsh. H igher up the  Yashgulam the valley looked  very  
narrow  and  on  the w hole p o o r  and desolate; its upper course is 
still unknow n. H ere the o ld  m an from  M aderaun re tu rned  to  his 
hom e and  left us to  his son  w ho was to  be our gu ide across the 
pass, being  himself too  old for the  im m inent hard  spell.

In the  last Tadjik tow n  w e had  bought som e of th e  s trong  
w oollen ropes m ade h ere  as b y  the Kirghiz and  som e pike-staffs 
used b y  the  natives for m ountain-clim bing; we hired  also som e 
extra assistants, so that now  w e w ere 36 men. S om etim es I had 
to  be in fron t of the caravan together w ith a gu ide, o r w e w ere 
obliged to  halt and  let it pass by  to  see if all w ere there, for a 
p o rter in these  regions often sees his chance of d isappearing behind 
the  rocks and  then returns to  his kishlak w ith the bu rden , especially 
w hen  only  a t a shorter d istance from  it. A cross innum erable frag­
m ents of rock  w e toiled onw ards now  on the  right, now  on the 
left bank  of the river; there are m any small waterfalls su rrounded  
by  g roves of willows, poplars, roses and  copse. It w as a very  dif­
ficult passage, every m om ent the  horses tum bled dow n  even w hen 
n o t carrying any baggage, and  the blood ran from  scratches and 
scars contracted in the fall. T he pack-saddles hang  in rags on 
them , to rn  by  rocks and stones. Later in  the afte rnoon  neither 
anim als n o r hum an beings could  w ork  any  m ore, and  w e pitched 
a cam p am ong the desolate heaps of stones som ew hat below  the 
glaciers at a height of 3548  m etres. F rom  here w e could  see the gla­
ciers w hich b y  them selves w ere  reason enough fo r o u r peep ing  
anxiously aloft. A dd to  th is the  difficulty tha t m ost of th e  p o r­
ters refused to  cross the pass, as the ragged  harassed  fellows 
here as in m any other places believed the devil to  live o n  the 
o ther side of the pass. M any peop le  in these  reg ions often stay 
in their valleys for life and never g e t o u t of them . I succeeded 
in calm ing them  dow n a  little and  partly forced, partly  induced 
them  to  lie dow n and sleep in  som e rugs and  carpets am o n g  som e 
blocks of granite, convincing them  tha t they  w ould  be able to 
keep w arm  w hen lying close together, for it froze hard  in the 
night. T hen w e lighted som e large fires near them , an d  all ro und  
I placed 7 m en w hom  I could  trust, that they  should  n o t take the  
oppo rtun ity  of disappearing. A s to  myself I rested  a little in m y



tent, bu t sleep w as out of the question  in the dreadfully cold night, 
and every  m om ent I w ent out to see w hether things w ere all right. 
T he w hole afternoon far into the evening we had at the light of the 
ten t lam ps w orked  at m ending saddles and ropes for the next day,
and at 3 o ’clock in  the m orning w e rose and had our breakfast
consisting of w arm  w ater, the tea having  run short, a small bit of 
d ry  m utton and  a few biscuits.

Blue w ith cold the porters again lim ped upw ards on their sore

P a r t  o f  th e  F ir s t  D a n is h  P a m ir  E x p e d i t io n  o n  th e  V a n d s h  g la c ie r .

feet w hich w ere w rapped  in indeterm inable bundles of rags; they 
resem bled anyth ing  bu t glacier-clim bers, and in m y ow n m ind I 
w as pretty  sure tha t I should reach Kalai V andsh on foot w ith only 
a few of the  m en , my m aps, photographs and the o ther fruits of 
m y journey, a result w ith w hich I w ould  be content. H ere I give 
a  copy  of m y diary: T he guides knew  or believed they  knew  that 
the pass w as due north  of the  place of encam pm ent, and  in this 
direction w e mainly w en t on. C rossing a m ountain  chain is, how ­
ever, a different thing from  crossing a ridge. O ne easily loses 
o n e’s w ay am ong the  innum erable ravines and  clefts. M any small 
passes m ust be traversed before the  m ain pass. W e had splendid
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sunshine, and perspiration stream ed dow n our faces w hile slowly 
clim bing th e  one hundred  feet after the other, in a ravine w e ended  
in a cul de sac w here a vertical granite wall in fron t of us barred 
the passage; we had  to  go  back and descend the 1000  feet w hich 
it had taken hours to  climb. A  path w inds round  an apparen tly  
conical m ountain; the road  is sm ooth, w e m oun t the  horses to  
rest a  bit, b u t soon we are obliged to  dism ount. H ere the  m ountain  
g ian t rises no less than abou t 12000 feet from  the river m eandering  
like a silver thread in the  valley; rarely or perhaps now here in 
Pam ir is there a view  of such im m ense profundity ; b u t the  th o u g h t 
of rolling dow n and  dow n and  never stopping  m ade us feel a little 
dizzy and  look  tow ards the  m ountain  side. T he air g rew  thin, at 
every  4 th  or 5th step bo th  m en and animals stop  to  draw  breath. 
T hen again onw ard am ong rocks and stones, the  scenery  becom es 
m ore an d  m ore desolate, the  naked rock m ore and  m ore prom i­
nent, the  blocks larger and larger; the horses are often hauled up 
b y  ropes from  one terrace to  the other, then  one breaks loose, runs 
dow n and  tum bling over the stones rolls dow n a slope. S om e of us 
run  to  see w hether the anim al can be saved o r m ust be killed. O n  all 
fours the  porters crawl upw ards am ong fragm ents of rock, one here, 
another there, and som etim es I am  obliged to use m y te lescope to  coun t 
them . W hen boom s are heard  from  above, a signal ho rn , p rocured  at 
hom e, is sounded  by  one of us as a signal tha t one of the  slides occur­
ring nearly every hour takes place. A  colossus often large enough  
to  crush a village rolls dow n after having go t loose ; it strikes o u t 
sparks of fire all about and  disappearing in the  d ep th  takes along 
w ith it m any  other blocks of stone, and a crackling and  explod ing  noise 
is heard  long afterw ards from  below. W e are in  the  m oraines, 
these confused m asses of hills and  valleys m ade of shattered  stones 
b roken  up  b y  the abrupt changes of tem perature. H ere  and  there 
larger quantities of snow  appear; it is often frozen into b ridges 
from  one m oraine heap to  another. W e use these  b ridges w ith  
great caution, glad for each left behind us. L eading th e  anim als b y  
long  ropes w e walk slow ly am ong  the easily m oved  stone  heaps; if one  
large stone  gets loosened, the w hole mass begins to  ru sh  dow n. I try  
to  take a short cut alongside of such a heap; it crackles and  clanks 
above m e, the w hole slope is slipping dow n. S idew ays like a crab 
I toil onw ards on all fours; beh ind  me I see the  w hole slope 
tum bling dow n, only one little stone succeeds in  hu rtin g  one  of 
m y fingers. The ,,firn“snow  goes on increasing th e  h igher w e 
ascend, U lug  Beg disappears in it w ith tw o horses and  has to  be



hauled ou t b y  the ropes w hich now  connect my com panions 5 by 5. 
It becom es dreadfully cold in the ravines surrounded by naked 
pointed peaks, threatening m asses of snow  hang  dow n from the 
sides of the tops, it is m ore and m ore difficult to  keep the course, 
the passages grow  w orse and w orse , and alm ost sim ultaneously 
one’s eyes m ust be tu rned  upw ards, to  the sides and dow nw ards. 
Steadily the air becom es thinner, each step  m ore difficult, o n e’s boots 
feel like lum ps of lead , and the b lood  appears under all o n e’s 
nails. S oon  w e had to  m ove upw ards through  mere frozen snow  
the surface of w hich 
had  been softened 
by  the sun. Som e of 
us first ascended a 
piece of w ay fixing 
sticks in the snow  and 
using them  as lad­
ders and seizing the 
crust of the snow  
with our fists, so  that 
w e were able to  rise 
b y  m eans of ou r el­
bow s. H aving thus
advanced som e feet
up the slope w e lay 
dow n and tram pled 
and kicked holes in
f h o  o n r v v i r  v s r f f h  r v » i r  T fie  s o u r c e  o f th e  t r ib u ta r y  A b - i- V a n d s h  j u s t  b e lo w  th e  w e s t  s id e  o fш е snow  w un  our the Varidsh glader
hands and  feet. T hen
w e cut a small terrace in the snow  hauling up to  the terrace one 
burden after the  other, one animal after the other. S ubsequently  
w e advanced to  the  next terrace, men, animals and baggage being 
distributed on several terraces. O n  the sun rising the snow  becam e 
soft, and the cutting of terraces and  steps w as very difficult. Often 
w e slid dow n in the soft snow, and  w ere obliged to  stick fast al­
m ost like leeches to prevent ourselves from  being dashed to  the bottom . 
It is little less than m arvellous th a t the  horses go t up  here. In the 
afternoon w e reached m ore even plains, on  the w hole looking like an 
undulating plateau in terrupted  b y  a few poin ted  peaks w hich ju tting  out 
of the snow  stood  sharply outlined against the w hite base. Waste, 
infernally wild and  silent it is up here w here no sound  is heard. The 
air is infinitely thin, w e breathe w ith ou r m ouths w ide open, and yet



w e feel a half insane desire to  climb steadily h igher; for we 
see no th ing  bu t the nearest sum m its, dark rocks and m ighty 
w reaths of snow  and m asses of ice. T ow ards evening  w e reached a 
very  large glacier the to n g u e  of w hich was w ind ing  in one large 
sw ing tow ards the south-w est, it w as div ided in to tw o  by  a smaller 
m oraine running  lengthw ise th rough  them , similar glaciers w ere 
seen all round us and seem ed inaccessible. I suspected  that w e had 
g o t to o  far north , and as it w as im possible to  advance further that 
day, w e rem ained over n ight on the glacier itself and  slep t in 
our fur-cloaks as on eiderdow n. T ow ards evening it cam e on to  
b low  half a hurricane, and cold w inds, so to  speak, ru shed  dow n upon  
us, b u t later on there fell a dead calm, the stars shone  large and 
brigh t from  a deep, dark  b lue heaven. In the evening  I calculated 
accord ing  to  the reckoning m ade by  m eans of com pass, w atch and 
pedom ete r that w e w ere too  far north  to  be on the  w ay to  Kalai 
V andsh, and  I therefore m ade ready for acting as a gu ide. A t abou t 
2 o ’clock in the night I called m y com panions w hose limbs w ere 
stiff from  cold and exertions. M any glasses of w arm  snow  w ater 
of a nauseously  sw eet taste w ere necessary to  m ake our limbs 
som ew hat flexible. A fter a little clim bing w e reached sm ooth, 
greenish  blue glacier plains; I now  follow ed the  glacier tow ards 
the  south-w est. W e w alk as it w ere upon  a field of frozen straw 
w hich clank like burst steel. Som etim es there is a boom , it is 
the m ass of ice cracking. All stop, n obody  says a w ord , w e p ro ­
ceed again, and som e brave y o u n g  natives in fron t of us at each 
step  cu t the glacier w ith their pike-staffs. “T here  is a fissure 
before u s ” , cries out one of them ; ly ing flat dow n w e exam ine it 
and  peep  dow n into  a very  deep cleft. T he b ranches are taken 
out, and  w e secure a bridge across the 4  feet b road  cleft; ropes 
are fastened on bo th  sides of the prim itive bridge, som e natives 
having  one by  one craw led cautiously across it. F o u r  o r five m en 
keep hold  of the lines on  b o th  sides, and then  the caravan passes. 
T hus w e cross several cracks, until rather suddenly  w e are  in fron t of a 
rocky  wall of gneiss rising above  the ice fields and  forcing the 
glacier to  turn  again north  by  east. This wall w as the  m o u n ­
tain crest p roper rising abou t 14 m etres as a ra the r sharp  ridge 
above the ice and snow . I counted m y com panions; n o b o d y  
w as missing.

W e crawl up the rocky w all b y  the help of som e roughnesses in  its 
surface to  gain an outlook and  from  here looking d o w n  the  narrow  
valley of the Äb-i-V andsh I caught sight of the river V andsh. N early  in



the sam e w ay as bricks are hoisted up to  a building, did we hoist 
horses, donkeys and baggage up to  th is ridge which was so narrow  
that w e had to  arrange all in single file. I m easured the height to  
be 5547 m etres according to  an aneroid  barom eter, but I m ust add 
that 1 dare no t reckon with less errors than abou t 200  m etres. The 
m ountains lay below  us as on a raised m ap, an endless num ber of chains

M y  c a m p - te n t  u n d e r  th e  s h a d e  o f  th e  w il lo w s  a t  K a la i  V a n d s h .  In  th e  r a v in e  in  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d

th e  r iv e r  V a n d s h ,

and valleys, smaller or larger m ountain  rivers and cataracts, gree­
nish blue glaciers and  ,,firn“snow , desolate plateaus and jagged  peaks 
lay in one m aze dow n there; all slightly veiled by  a delicate 
transparent stratum  of clouds. T he light reflected from glacier and 
snow  to rm ented  eyes and brain fearfully, and the sun burned 
w ounds on face and hands. O n the  north  side of the pass or the 
roof w as ano ther small glacier sloping dow nw ards only about 100 
m etres, bu t to  m ake up  for it very  steep with m uch snow  and  m any 
m oraines. All of us had to  be low ered dow n by  ropes to  cut terraces 
for baggage and  animals. In long ropes boxes and bundles w en t down,



and  th en  the animals in the  sam e way, w rapped  in felt carpets with 
their legs tied together to  p reven t them  from  kicking ab o u t; then  they  
slid dow n sidew ays to  those standing  on the te rrace, and  ow ing 
to  the  felt w ere n o t hu rt. W e descended further across rapid, 
roaring  m ountain brooks filled w ith stones, dow n ab ru p t slopes, 
across a chaos of stone heaps, along dizzy precipices to  the tree ­
less lim it w here w e m ade a halt in the afternoon in a small copse 
of willows, jun iper and roses beside the m ountain  b ro o k  w hich was 
here som e 3 m etres broad. W e eat ou r last sm all allow ances of 
m u tton  and  bread together w ith w arm  w ater and exam ined  pockets 
and  sacks, bu t no th ing  m ore w as left. W e had to  continue our 
m arch to  Kalai V andsh, at any  price, but I w as so  hung ry  that 
several tim es I though t of eating  raw som e small b irds w hich 1 
killed m arching along. Half unconscious, half d row sy  w e descended  
along  the Äb-i-Vandsh. T he distance from  the V andsh  w as only 
abou t 12 kilom etres, bu t the fall w as very  abrupt, often w e could  
n o t get th rough  the  valley, for the river passed betw een vertical m oun ­
tain walls and there was too  m uch w ater for rid ing in it. T hen 
w e follow ed the paths trodden  by  the  Tadjiks, dow n again to  the 
river, across a ford  to the  opposite  bank, th rough  alm ost im pene­
trable copses tearing our clothes, across stony m asses slop ing  dow n­
w ards very  steeply. O ur lim bs becom e m ore and  m ore  sore, we 
are possessed  w ith hunger and  the though t of finding b u t one piece 
of flat g round , and  our heads g row  as heavy as lead. H ere  and 
the re  in a w idening of the  valley w e passed b y  idyllic small 
copses w here wild cherries refreshed us a little, besides there 
w ere on  the  nether course of the river lo ts of w ild birds, espe­
cially pigeons and m ountain fow l, bu t w e let them  alone, h u r­
ry ing on to  reach Kalai V andsh  tha t day.  ̂ A t sunse t w e reached 
the river V andsh w here the valley of the Ä b-i-V andsh w idens out 
to  a b road  funnel paved , as it w ere, w ith pebbles of tw ice 
th e  size of a  hum an head , and  now  an enchanting  landscape 
w as before us. To the right and  left the V andsh roaring  in m any 
arm s am ong small w ooded  islands in a deep ravine form ed by 
erosion, and  on broad  terraces, the  river banks, som e 50 m etres 
above the river w hich conveyed a com paratively small quan tity  of w ater 
a t this tim e of the year, w ere one large kishlak beside the  other, 
all shaded  by  fruit-trees and  singulary large w illow s. A long  
steep gravelled paths w here the  horses alm ost slid dow n on 
their h ind  quarters w e rode across the 100 m etres lo n g  bridge 
to  the castle of Kalai V andsh  com m anding w ith its square  clay,



tow ers the kishlaks on the right bank of the river. The Bokhara 
Beg residing here, dressed in a m otley  silk caftan, received us fol­
low ed by  a large attendance of Aksakals in w hite w oollen dresses, 
and  assigned us a place of encam pm ent in an enchanting garden 
near the river. S oup, m eat, poultry , eggs, g rapes, apples and 
tea w ere b rough t to  us in large quantities, but I w as alm ost 
too  hungry  to  eat anything. D uring  the latter part of the descent 
the day  had been hot; about 27— 28 " Centigrade and such a fati­
gu ing  march tell on 
o n e ’s strength. I im­
m ediately lay dow n 
to  sleep and did not 
w ake till the  sun was 
high.

It was im pos­
sible to  proceed fur­
ther tha t day, and 
therefore w e remai­
ned  here til the 7th 
of Septem ber, it was 
a pity that I could 
no t devote m ore 
time to  th is place 
w here m uch of in ­
terest ough t to  be 
investigated , I had 
to  hurry  on  n o t to  
be shut up  by  the 
snow  in Pam ir. Later 
on I often w ished that I had stayed quietly in Kalai V andsh during 
the w inter; for the  valley as it lay before us in the sunshine was 
tem pting for a longer stay.

A round the B eg’s ruinous castle w hich was furnished w ith towers, 
loop-holes and  carved w ooden  gates w ere house by  house , farm 
by  farm, all of these shaded by  the m ost fertile gardens traversed 
by  innum erable small irrigation canals; y o u  have an uninterrupted view 
far up the river V andsh, and  everyw here are seen cultivated fields w here 
the corn is now  reaped, and  w here the oxen, four or five tied together 
to  a stake, are driven round by  a small, alm ost naked boy  and 
thrash  the corn  by  tram pling upon  it. T he natives are seen clean­
sing the corn  by  throw ing it w ith large w ooden shovels against

T h e  B e g  a t  K a la i  V a n d s h  
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th e  w ind  so  tha t the  chaff m ay be blow n away. O n  the roofs are fruits 
d ry ing , th e  grapes hang  dow n in large clusters on the  trees or 
the  yellow ish g rey  house walls, the  stone-dikes are covered  b y  the 
funny  look ing  pom egranates the  fruits of which hang  at the end  of 
a  long  th in  branch as if suspended  by strings on  the  trees, and fig 
is beside fig in large shady  trees; there are tw o kinds of figs here, 
one g row s on  trees often of the  sam e size as o u r g igantic oaks, 
and  being  of a reddish g rey  co lour they  at first sight are very  like 
Lam m as pears; the o ther g row s on rather low  bushy  tree s , is yel­
low  as the  yolk  of an egg and  flattened in shape. T he latter is 
exceedingly sw eet. R ound abou t the  territory  w as canalized w ith 
g rea t care, across ravines th e  w ater w as often conduc ted  by  m eans 
of w o oden  pipes at the sam e tim e used as bridges, such  as are also 
know n a t Seistan etc.; these  p ipes often crossed each other, and 
w hen  one passed a low er bridge o r w ooden  canal the  w ate r could  be 
heard  roaring  in another above you . G reen tree-tops, for instance gi­
gantic platanes, w ere seen in large num bers up  the p ic turesque val­
ley, and  am idst the green  peep ed  forth here and  there  w hite square 
pieces of co tton  fields. O n  the  tree-tops bending  to  th e  w ind, the  
yellow ish g rey  walls w ould  shine o u t o r a square to w er appear; 
the  la tter are very  frequent. T here  are m any w ell-to-do landlords 
living in their fortified castles w ith their harem , their dancing boys 
and serfs. T ow ards the east is seen the  steep and  very  jagged, 
im posing  alpine chain, the V andsh  m ountains, the crests of w hich 
are all crow ned by  snow  and glaciers, while the  low er parts are 
very  idyllic ow ing to  the trees and  bushes grow ing beside th e  brooklets. 
A n arch of perpetual snow  em anating from  the V andsh  m ountains 
across the  sources of the river V andsh  to  the D arvas m ountains 
w estw ard  shu t up the horizon. T ow ards the south -w est th e  curve 
of the  valley cuts off a further ou tlook . T he valley is, so  to  speak, 
to tally  shu t up  b y  snow  b o th  to  the  east, no rth  and  w est, there is, 
indeed , a passage from  Kalai V andsh  across the  D arvas m ountains 
to  the river K hingau and further across the  pass of G ardan-i-K aftar 
(P igeon  N eck) to  K arategin, b u t th is is very  dangerous and  cove­
red  by  snow  early in  the au tum n. By the w ay, the  m oun ta ins of 
D arvas are one of the m ost im posing  chains of Pam ir, a snow  
chain of the  first order.

The gardens in Kalai V andsh  w ere very  well kept, an d  besides 
useful p lants there  w as a very  rich show  of flow ers am o n g  w hich 
poppies for the  p roduction  of opium , and sunflow ers, th e  seeds of 
w hich are eaten  as in R usland , are never lacking. O f vegetables



m any kinds of beans, peas, melons, pum pkins, and a sort of night­
shade w hose fruit w hen boiled is of an excellent flavour; som ething 
like a small gherkin, bu t coal black. It is conceivable tha t w e felt 
as if w e had passed from hell to  heaven, principally as the Beg turned 
ou t to  be a very  hospitable m an, w ho even invited us to  take a view 
of all the room s in his castle; bu t of these no m ore can be said than 
that all w ere gapingly em pty; only here and there a carpet and 
a m at of durra-straw  on the floor, and even the room  bearing 
the nam e of harem  looked like the  others. W hile w e stayed here, 
his wives had been led out. F rom  the room s there w ere ladders 
to  the flat roofs and to  the  tow ers w ith their crenelated parapets 
and machicolations, bu t no arm s w ere to  be seen, they w ere all kept 
in a locked room , said the Beg. It m ust be inferred from  this 
that he counted  upon peaceable tim es, for it w ould take a good  
while before the old matchlocks could be g o t ou t and the sol­
diers reach the  tow ers. The m ost com m on w eapon here besides 
the forked m atchlock w hich is only in the possession of m ore 
well-to-do people is the long bow  as in V akhan; nearly all males 
from boys to  old m en w ere seen w ith such a one. Both the  one- 
stringed bow  w ith arrow  and the tw o-stringed one with a piece of 
leather on  the  m iddle of the strings to  project stones are in use. 
I saw m any people shoot well w ith them , and  they are m uch used 
w hen hunting  wild b ird s ; bu t the principal sport is haw king which is 
carried on w ith great zeal all over D arvas and Karategin. Every 
second male w as seen walking ab o u t w ith a small haw k on his 
leather g loved  hand. O n  his head the bird carries during the  ride 
from  one place to  another a small leather hood  which prevents him  
from  seeing, and one foot is furnished w ith bells w hich enable 
the hunter to  recognize w here it is flying about. D uring  the hun ­
ting parties at w hich I w as p resen t it often happened that the 
falcons rem ained for a long tim e in the trees until the hunter 
by  m eans of a piece of flesh stretched aloft and  luring calls m ade 
them  com e dow n on his hand  again.

W hile I w as staying here, an  A ksakal dispatched by  the Beg 
in Kalai K hum b w anted to  learn how  soon  I intended to  m ake my 
entry in to  th is tow n, as he pu t it, tha t the  Beg m ight be prepared 
in tim e; a patro l of Russian custom s’ soldiers, as they are called 
here , w ho to  the  num ber of 20  m en w ere stationed in Kalai 
Khum b in charge of a non-com m issioned officer likewise arrived. 
T hey had heard  of a foreign E uropean approaching their sta­
tion, and as n obody  bu t the B okharan authorities had announced



m y arrival, we w ere obliged to  discuss m atters for a long  tim e w ith 
the  soldiers to  m ake them  understand  that we w ere allow ed to  pass 
by. F rom  the B eg w e received new  horses and  p o rte rs , and w e 
bo u g h t a g o o d  supply  of p rovisions am ong w hich som e w ater-pipes 
w ith appertinen t green  tobacco, n o t w orth  m uch, indeed, to  fasti­
d ious sm okers, b u t still better than  the dried apricot leaves w ith 
w hich I like the natives had  often pu t up; the p ipe  w as a hole 
in the g ro u n d  into  w hich a straw  w as pu t aslant, and  then  one had 
to  lie dow n  flat on the  earth and  suck the straw.

D u rin g  m y stay  here 1 experienced a less agreeable natural 
phenom enon  viz. a violent earth-quake during w hich som e of the 
B eg’s already ruinous tow ers fell dow n. In the afternoon  the 6 th  
of S ep tem ber suddenly  a curious calm fell upon  th e  valley, it w as 
as if a thunder-storm  w ere on the  po in t of breaking loose, a m ysterious 
noise w as heard  from  below  follow ed by a crackling explosion , in 
part, judg ing  from  the sound , from  below, in part ow ing  to  stones 
rolling dow n over the m ountain  slopes. The earth m oved  under u s as 
if w e w ere standing  on a thick fluid mass, w e to tte red  to  and  fro, 
it w as im possible to  rem ain upright, w e had  to  lie dow n. T he m ountains 
and  the bo ttom  of the valley seem ed to  rock like a cradle from  
n o rth  to  sou th  and it looked  as if the sun w ere jum p ing  up and 
dow n the  m ountain  crests so tha t here one m ight really speak 
of seeing the sun dance. Cries and  shouts from  hum an beings and  
bellow ing and  bleating from  the beasts w ere heard  all round . T he 
w hole affair lasted bu t a little while, I dare n o t say  h o w  m any se­
conds because all of us w ere, so  to  speak, paralysed b y  the dismal 
p h enom enon  w hich lasted, after all, for m e to  pull m yself together 
and  see w hat the scene looked  like. T he earth-quake being  at an 
end  a rather strong gust of w ind  suddenly  sw ept across the  valley. 
As far as I know  no disasters of im portance occurred; on ly  one of the 
B eg’s tow ers fell dow n. I had  expected to  be accused of having 
caused th e  calamity, b u t the  B eg declared tha t earth-quakes w ere 
com m on in  th is valley.

E arly  in the m orning before the  heat becam e to o  oppressive in 
the  sheltered  valleys w e to o k  leave of our hospitable h o st and  m ar­
ched  off follow ed by  a large a ttendance of A ksakals in  their fine 
w hite w oollen  caftans and  ragged  alm ost naked p o rte rs; first along 
the river V andsh and  then  along  the P andsh  to  th e  kishlak of 
D ashm ak. H ere there is a  g o o d  bridle-path nearly everyw here, only  
in  a few  places had  the  horses to  be un loaded  and  th e  porters 
step  in to  their relief; as a rule the  latter w alk beside the  an i­



mals helping them  through  w hen the passage am ong fallen dow n 
blocks of stone becam e to o  narrow . T he scenery on the lower 
V andsh is m uch poorer than from  Kalai V andsh upw ards. The 
banks are narrow  and sterile, very  small kishlaks or g roups of 
houses to  w hich small m ountain brooks brought scarce w ater, were 
m et with now  and then, and on  the junction of the V andsh with 
the  P andsh  w e w aded through  large stretches of quick-sand. The 
V andsh conveys a considerable quantity  of w ater in a very  deep  river­
bed  overfilled with stones and granite blocks; everyw here it is un- 
passable, and ow ing to  the strength  of the current it can only 
be crossed in  one 
place b y  m eans of 
inflated skins. Imme­
diately on the junc­
tion  of the rivers there 
are a large g roup  of 
kishlaks on  the Af­
ghan  side; on  the 
Bokharan side kish­
laks are seen only se­
veral kilom etres w est­
w ard. H ere the glacier 
in the m ountains of 
D arvas again begins 
to  yield p len ty  of w a­
ter, and  w e passed 
by  three great villages 
before reaching D ash- 
mak. Passing along here one sees in  the north  nothing b u t high, 
naked steep m ountain slopes, in the  south  the large glaciers on 
Kuh-i-Kalän in Badakhshan. As soon  as we approached a kishlak 
w e w ere su rrounded  by  curious crow ds; their long bow s m ade me 
think of Africa.

In the kishlak of D ashm ak w e pitched a camp in the garden of 
the Aksakal, w here a meal had been  arranged for us consisting of 
poultry , eggs and fruit. The change of horses and porters took 
place peaceably and the day after w e continued our march 
along the  Pandsh. The road is g o o d  as I have w ritten in my 
diary i. e. it has been im proved by  the natives, so that one 
can remain in the saddle, so to  speak, the w hole stretch w hen 
accustom ed to  ride over stock and  stone; bu t it is n o t m ade for



delicate nerves, being very  narrow  and generally cut in to  the rock 
several m etres above the roaring P andsh . In som e places the road is 
laid ou t as a gallery of trunks of trees, branches and  flat slate- 
stones along  the vertical m ica-slate wall which rises to  a height of 
abou t 1000 m etres from the river. In m ost places a valley is 
ou t of the  question; for there is only  a deep river-bed in w hich 
the w ater rushes on in foam ing cascades w ith no  river bank  
w hatever; the  slightest slip o r the  stum bling of a ho rse  is certain 
death. S om e of the natives always crossed the fragile galleries 
first to  try  their bearing streng th , and then  the horses w ere led 
by  long  ropes one by  one to  a m ore solid po in t or a w idening  in 
the cracks. T he valley is a w ild, im posing, deep, narrow  and dark  
cleft, qu ite  im passable if n o t for these galleries w hich in  tim e of 
w ar are b roken  off b y  the population . Som e kilom etres w est of 
D ashm ak the  road leaves the P andsh , as the cleft is im penetrable 
here and crosses the pass of P ishkarv  and  a few o ther passes of 
less im portance; the route crosses a small tribu tary  from  the 
no rth  to  the  P andsh  by  several easily accessible fords and  then  
again p roceeds on the  above m entioned  dangerous m ounta in  paths 
and  galleries. Som etim es the valley w idens ou t to  m ake room  for 
kishlaks and  gardens w ith apricot and  m ulberry trees, tobacco , sun ­
flow ers and  small cotton fields, b u t the g round  is s tony  and  poor, 
possessing no th ing  of the luxurious fertility of the river V andsh; 
blighted g ranate bushes beside brooklets and in cracks are the princi­
pal g row th , and  the territory  outside these po o r residences is d eso ­
late and  barren. M any  of the  inhabitants here suffered from  the 
strum a. T he illness is very  com m on in D arvas and K arategin and 
rather com m on in Turkestan w here even som e G erm an m erchants 
w ere attacked b y  it.

T he population  here are everyw here Tadjiks, v igorous and  m ore 
m uscular peop le  than I was w o n t to  m eet w ith in the  valleys of 
Pam ir; m any of the alm ost naked  porters w ere real ath letes judging  
from  their appearance; they  w ear w hite w ollen dresses and  a small 
brow n h o o d  on  their heads, as in  V akhan, or a small piece of w hite 
co tton  tw isted  ro und  the  head, a m odest substitu te for a turban. 
In som e places the w om en im m ediately fled before us into th e  houses, 
in som e th ey  w ent up  to  us to g e th er w ith the m en unconcerned  
and  unveiled to  m eddle in the  bargaining for a sheep  o r som e 
ethnographic objects. Their dress, like tha t of the men, w as of w hite 
w oollen  stuff o r w hite cotton, a  so rt of w oollen or co tton  chem ise 
and  a head-gear in the form  of a small w hite co tton  cap som e­



times covered by a w hite kerchief. N early all of them  were bare­
foot or w ore a sort of half-boots of untanned leather. In a kishlak 
alm ost half-way betw een D ashm ak and K urgavat w e found an 
opportun ity  of observing som e w om en at close quarters; halting in 
a large kishlak a t one of the com m on rows of small w ater tu r­
bines beside the  m ountain brooks w e saw  tw o w om en grinding corn 
in such a mill, and my appearing before the door prevented  them 
from  slipping off. H ere as of­
ten  in the valleys of Pam ir I 
was struck b y  their regular 
fine features as always, how ­
ever, covered by  dirt. The 
corn was g round  as with us 
coffee-berries; one of the w o ­
men poured  the corn with 
a small w ooden  spoon  into 
a dim inutive quern. This 
m ethod is n o t followed ow ­
ing to  any  w ant of large 
mills, bu t ow ing to  a trem en­
dous poverty  in the valleys 
of the P andsh  and the ex­
tortions of the  officials. In 
the  afternoon w e stopped  in 
the  kishlak of K urgavat —  
after a small interm ezzo with 
the porters in a kishlak w ho 
suddenly  either threw  dow n 
the baggage or ran off w ith 
it, d isappearing in gardens and 
clefts. N o  d o u b t it was a pu t 
up th ing  betw een them  to  steal the baggage and take along with 
them  all th a t could be of any value to  them . N ow  follow ed a 
pursuit of an h ou r to  capture them , w hich w as done by  the help of 
the elders of the tow n w ho w ere able to  distinguish them  from  the 
inhabitants of the  kishlak; this w ould have been very difficult for us.

A t K urgavat som e deputies from  the Beg in Kalai K hum b had 
arrived to  let m e know  that I could  obtain gratuitously w hat I 
w anted on m y m arch to  his tow n. It w as very polite of the Beg, 
bu t know ing that no t he but his p o o r subjects w ould be the suffe­
rers, I did n o t avail myself of the perm ission. It p roved  to  be

S u m m e r  h u t  o n  a bridge 
across a m o u n ta in  b r o o k  a t  K u r g a v a t .



sufficiently difficult to  get on to  his residence although the  assistance 
w as paid  very  dearly, and m any further inconveniences certainly 
w ould  have ensued, if 1 had accepted his offer. K urgavat is a 
m agnificently w atered , fertile and idyllic kishlak, b u t the  place is 
sw arm ing w ith scorpions w hich w e had  to  sw eep off th e  te n t pla­
ces w ithin a large circuit, before w e dared go to  sleep, and  in  the 
n igh t w e w ere torm ented by m osquitoes as in m any localities al­
ready  passed  by. By the help of the tw o deputies from  Kalai K hum b 
the change of horses and porters to o k  place w ithou t further w rang ­
ling, and  w e continued  our jou rney  as before along similar narrow  bridle­
paths cut into the  rocks or on galleries beside the P an d sh  w hich, abou t 
40  m etres broad  w inds in num berless and  noisy curves dow n  th ro u g h  a 
narrow  cleft w ith vertical walls, often w ithout any vegetation  except 
w here the  m ountain brooks appear. There are m any, b u t very  
small w idenings of the valley w here the  Tadjiks cultivate th e  g round , 
bu t on the  Bokharan side there are no  large villages before arriv ing a t 
D yarf; on ly  a large num ber of isolated houses w here the  w ater flows 
sparingly dow n from  the glaciers. T he distance seem ed incredibly 
long  tha t day  ow ing to  the incessant curves, loop  after loop, al­
w ays the sam e noisy river, in som e places form ing rather considerable 
w aterfalls, always the sam e steep w alls, the poor small houses and 
no view  of anything b u t a little b it of blue heaven as the  roof 
of the  cleft w hich was terribly h o t w here the sun g o t in  and  dread ­
fully cold in the  shade. Som etim es the tributaries from  the  north  
form ed very  high waterfalls rush ing  dow n am ong a sm all g roup  
of bushes of wild roses, wild cherries and pom egranates, and on 
the A fghan bank  the kishlaks seem ed larger and  be tte r w atered 
than  on o u r side. In several places the inhabitants h ad  secured
coolness in a very  funny way, hav ing  built small square houses of
branches on  bridges of osiers across the m ountain  b rooks; here
they  lived in sum m er on som e carpets and rugs. Incessant d raugh t
th rough  these cottages besides coolness from  the w ater stream ing 
along  beneath  them  enabled the  inhabitants to  stand the h igh  sum ­
m er tem perature w ithout any inconveniences from  gnats and  scor­
pions.

W ith a clever Aksakal from  K urgavat to  gu ide the  caravan 
w e reached , heaven  know s how , the kishlak of D yarf safe and 
sound  w ith  the  baggage after hav ing  ridden several h o u rs  in the 
dark  on the  perilous paths. T h rough  m any gardens and  dark 
w alks conveying  the im pression of a thick forest he led  us into 
the large village to  an open  place w here m any Tadjiks, clad in



w hite, w ere assem bled round  a fire w hich had been lighted to  en­
able us to  find the place of the encam pm ent. This is one of the 
few occasions on w hich I have en tered  the villages of the natives 
in the dark; th is m ight have been dangerous, for I did n o t know 
w here w e w ere led, bu t 1 trusted  the Aksakal w ho knew  that 1 
w as in connection with the B eg in Kalai Khumb, and seeing the 
usual meal of w elcom e consisting of small round  loaves, soup, 
meat, eggs and  fruit, I perceived th a t w e w ere the guests of the 
village. T he m eat a t such meals w as always m utton; for they  have 
m any sheep and  goats, no t so m any cow s; the latter are of a small, 
short horned  race the 
colour of w hich is 
changing as in  those 
in D enm ark. There 
are also m any don ­
keys, few horses, the 
latter som ew hat larger 
than the Kirghiz h o r­
ses. P oultry  of a 
small race are found 
everyw here in the  in ­
habited Pam ir w hich 
is very  convenient for 
travelling Europeans, 
as at all events som e
g g g g  can b e  g o t w hich C o n ic a l  s u m m e r  h u t  o n  th e  r o o f  o l  a  h o u s e  a t  D y a rf,

gives som e variety.
A dd to  this the  fruit and the small loaves m ade of m ulberry flour, 
often very  savoury, and it will be  apparen t that provisioning is 
rather easy, supposing  tha t the inhabitants will furnish it.

After a n ig h t’s sleep disturbed by  m osquitoes I w as aw akened by 
a fierce scolding rising from a small fight betw een one of m y Sarts 
and a native Aksakal. O n  m y appearing  in the  ten t d oo r the scol­
ding soon  ceased, bu t the day did n o t end better than it had 
begun . O w ing to  the fatiguing m arches of the preceding day we 
stayed one day  here , bu t th roughou t the day long negotiations 
w ere carried on to  provide w hat w as necessary to  sustain life 
in th is rich and  well tilled, small oasis w here fields and gardens 
w ere overflow ing w ith food and w here, for one thing, there w ere a 
trem endous lot of figs. As in som e places in V akhan the Tadjiks here 
build conically shaped huts of branches and osiers on the roofs of

C o n ic a l  s u m m e r  h u t  o n  th e  r o o f  o f a  h o u s e  a t  D y a rf.



their clay-houses; in D yarf w e saw  m any both  of th is kind and the 
above m en tioned  sum m er houses on bridges across the  rivers. 
The hu ts on the roofs are like large bee-hives and  are used  as 
sum m er residences at the w arm est season. Before leaving D yarf I 
shall only  draw  attention to  the  pass roads near K urgavat to  the 
upper course  of the K hingau w est of the glaciers in the  D arvas 
m ountains and  the southern  passage across easily accessible passes 
to  B adakhshan. A long the affluent of the P andsh  east of D yarf 
ano ther pass road  leads to  the  valley of the K hingau. T he tw o 
northern  pass roads have n o t been  know n h itherto ; the  D arvasian 
glaciers w ere though t to  stretch farther w est betw een the  K hingau 
and  the P andsh , so that there  w as no  room  for a passage n o rth ­
w ard in th is part of the P andsh  valley; but the year after m y jou r­
ney  here a Russian officer traversed these routes.

F rom  D yarf we w ent on  directly to  Kalai K hum b having  first 
w ith grea t difficulty m ade the T adjiks h ire ou t baggage horses for us. 
T hus far the  road  is im proved so  tha t one rem ains in th e  saddle 
nearly the w hole tim e, bu t it is narrow  and often passes b y  dizzy 
precipices looking dow n upon  the  P andsh  w hose curves, waterfalls 
and cataracts here seem  to  ou td o  them selves. A  little w est of 
D yarf the  P andsh  m akes a large bow  to  the south-east, and  here 
one can take a short cut across the easily accessible pass 
of K aivak; b u t descending from  here to  the  P an d sh  the road 
again follow s the course of th e  latter to  Kalai K hum b. F rom  
th e  pass w hich leads to  a small isolated collection of m ountains 
there is a w ide prospect to  the  w est to  the valley of Kalai K hum b, 
and  here one  m eets w ith the rare sight of rather extensive w oods 
on  the m ountains north  of the  P andsh , w hereas the  so u th  side is 
devoid  of w oods, for every th ing  is parched up by  sun and  d rought. 
T he slopes of the  pass are s tu d d e d  w ith pieces of slate and  are 
full of garne ts , a  species of s to n e  so exceedingly com m on all 
over W est Pam ir th a t in som e places one m ight collect barrels 
full. R iding dow n over the no rthern  slope of the pass of Kaivak, 
w e saw  a large procession advancing  tow ards us, a real caravan 
of m o u n ted  M ussulm en in m otley  caftans and  w ith large w hite 
tu rbans on  their heads like those know n from  Bokhara. O n  our 
approach ing  all d ism ounted , and  a tall handsom e B okhara m an 
inform ed m e that he had  b een  dispatched by  the  D ivam begi 
(prim e m inister) in Bokhara to  be m y  attache during  m y  further 
travels in  th e  Bokharan provinces; his attendants w ere  officials 
from  the B eg in Kalai K hum b w ho  even now  w anted  to  b id  us wel­



com e to  his tow n. The Bokhara m an belonging to  the U sbegish 
race fortunately spoke Turkish, so tha t bo th  m y Sarts from  T urke­
stan and I could converse with him. T he Divam begi in Bokhara 
upon  w hom  1 had  called on  ray w ay out, had heard of m y travel­
ling in Bokhara, and th inking now  that I w ould  continue m y journey  
to  the w est directly to  Bokhara, he had dispatched this m an w hose 
nam e was M irza A bdul K hader Beg to  accom pany m e and arrange 
all that w as necessary on the part of the Bokhara governm ent. 
Mirza, as w e called him later on, p roved  to  be a very  am iable 
m an and w e soon  agreed that he should  go  along w ith us east­
w ard o v e rO sh  in T ur­
kestan and then  return  
w ith m e to  Bokhara.
Later he accom panied 
m e on the second 
D anish Pam ir expe­
dition in 1898— 99.

In a kishlak w here 
one of the a ttendant 
A ksakals and  deputies 
from  Kalai K hum b 
resided, w e m ade a 
short halt to  take lunch 
in a shady garden  
w here the Aksakal 
treated  us w ith an ex­
cellent pillau, lo ts of 
fruit and Bokharan cakes and sw eatm eats, while a sort of large 
punka, a fan, tu rned  round  by  a small turbine mill spread an 
agreeable coolness all over the rising g round  on which w e rested 
on carpets. In spite of it being the m iddle of Septem ber the heat 
w as generally very  oppressive and becam e even m ore so on our 
approaching Kalai K hum b; w e had, indeed, descended about 1600 m. 
(With hypsom eter I m easured the height of Kalai Khum b above the 
level of the sea to  be 1605 metres). W e rode through  very  few 
large kishlaks in this district, and  the Afghan m ountains rising 
steeply from the P andsh  w ere desolate and barren up to  the outlet 
of the Äb-i-Shirin. H ere are large A fghan residences and a huge 
fortress w ith tow ers and bastions in mediaeval style and form , Kalai 
N osai, containing abou t 300  horsem en. W hen w e passed by  they 
w ere being drilled on an open space near the  bank of the river.
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T heir exercises w ere som eth ing  like cossacks' exercises; a few riders 
o r small g roups of them , all d ressed  in red coats, galloped  yelling 
to  and  fro, firing off their g uns from the horses’ backs or sw ing­
ing sw ords and lances; a very  picturesque sight, indeed . N ear 
Kalai K hum b w hose luxuriant valley w e caught sight of only at 
close quarters, now  one, now  ano ther rider rode in full speed  to ­
w ards us along  the m ountain  path  and  then rushed  off again to  
Kalai K hum b to  announce o u r approach to  the Beg, said M irza. 
A m ong  B okhara people one grow s accustom ed to  m any  cerem onies, 
b u t still I had  no t excepted to  be received with so m uch hon o u r 
as tha t w hich now  awaited us.

A t the entrance of the tow n  th ro u g h  a long avenue the  Russian cu­
s to m s’ soldiers under com m and of a non-com m issioned officer had 
been  draw n up and  saluted us on  our passing by, a little farther 
off the  B okharan guard  w as called out from  a small clay-house and  
p resen ted  arms, bu t I becam e even m ore astonished o n  o u r tu rn ing  
into an o th er avenue and then  into an open  space, for here  w as draw n 
up  on  parade a native B okharan battalion, of w hose presence I 
knew  no th ing , w ith colours flying and a band  of 50 m en. 
A rm s w ere presented, the B okharan  m arch of honour, well know n 
to  me, w as p layed, and the  colours, very  like large flow ered poc- 
ket-handkerchiefs, w ere low ered w hile a m ounted  co lonel, dressed 
in a uniform  em broidered w ith g o ld , and w earing a large fur-cap 
on  his h ead , together w ith his officers saluted w ith the ir sabres. I 
could  n o t help looking a little up  and  dow n m yself; fo r m y gala- 
dress w as a D anish hun ting-coat trim m ed w ith a pair of old 
lieu tenan t’s epaulets, to rn , yellow  leather-breeches an d  a w hite 
Russian officer’s cap, across m y shoulder a W inchester carabine 
and  in  m y  belt a Circassian dagger and som e revolvers. I looked 
like anyth ing  bu t an  inspector-general, bu t soon  pulled m yself together, 
and  pu tting  spurs to  m y lam e red A fghan stallion rode along 
the  fron t of the battalion, w hile m y w hole cortege to g e th er w ith  
M irza disappeared like chaff before the  w ind , their horses taking 
fright and  rushing off w ith the  riders into the tow n  and  aw ay from  
the thundering  drum s and  no isy  horns. R ound a b o u t on the 
m arket w as spread m y baggage, boxes and  sacks, as the  pack- 
horses h ad  also taken to  their heels. —  By the w ay, it m ust be 
rem arked  tha t the Asiatic rider is never p repared  fo r his horse 
tak ing  fright, as he always rides w ith very  short stirrups, so tha t 
his knees are alm ost as high as the upper edge of the  saddle; 
on  the  horse m aking only a sho rt sudden  side-leap, he will in



m ost cases he throw n. Even the born  riders, the Kirghiz, are not 
accustom ed to  ride at a very rapid pace. Thus, one day in High 
Pam ir I rode a race with a troup  of Kirghiz for the fun of the 
thing, bu t w e had n o t gone one kilom etre before m ost of them  
had fallen off. B ut they can stand riding at a quick walk or a 
canter from m orning till night day after day, and they get an in-

R u s s ia n  f r o n t ie r  g u a r d  a n d  c u s to m - h o u s e  o ff ic e rs  a t  K a la i-K h u m b . 

(A  s m a l l  fo rc e  le f t  a t  th e  d i s p o s a l  o f th e  B eg .)

credible lot ou t of their horses. —  W hile my com panions collected 
beasts of bu rden  and baggage I paid  m y respects to  the  officers 
and the old B eg w ho had come to  receive us, and the procession 
set out headed by  a m aster of cerem onies w ho took  us through 
the castle of the  B eg and in to his garden  w here a beautiful large
Bokharan tent, lined w ith flowered silk, w as put up  for me. T he
usual meal of w elcom e was laid on  a long  table outside the ten t 
and som e native servants waited on m e. A ccording to  use and 
w on t all the Kalai K hum b m en disappeared, leaving the guest alone, 
the colonel n o t until he had asked m e to  be present at the drill of
the battalion the following m orning at 6 o ’clock.



In the  afternoon I called upon  the Beg w ho lived in a large 
old-fashioned fortress w ith  high walls, tow ers w ith loop-holes and  
m achicolations of m uch the sam e kind as the castle in Kalai V am ar. 
It w as very  solidly built of s tone and beam s and clay. T he inner 
yard  w as divided in to  tw o parts separated by  a low  wall, and  in the  
one w as the  Beg, w hose w ives had their ow n, separate room s 
fo r them selves and the children in a few small houses ad jacent 
to  the wall of partition. In the four w ings there  w ere m any large 
room s w ith m ats of durra-straw  and  carpets on the  floors, som e of 
the  doo rs  and  the m any w o o d en  shutters w ere decorated  w ith car­
v ings in Persian style and som e room s, according to  the  custom  
of B okhara, w ith stucco-w ork and  m any niches.

I m ade the necessary appo in tm en t w ith the  old sulky looking  
Beg as to  horses for the nex t province, K arategin, w hich I w as 
now  to  traverse and presen ted  him  w ith a w atch in  re tu rn  for w hich 
he gave each of m y Sarts from  T urkestan a m any co loured  caftan 
In the afternoon I p rocured  som e necessaries in the  small bazar, 
and  from  the Russian surgeon  w ho w as appoin ted  a t the custom -house 
I b o u g h t som e Russian tobacco , m atches, tea and  coffee. H itherto  we 
had em ployed  tinder and burning-glass for striking fire. M atches 
are n o t necessary in regions w here there is always a beam ing  sun ; 
one could  always ge t fire by  m eans of a telescope glass, b u t tinder 
is indispensable, never fails in  snow -storm s or rain, w hereas m at­
ches w hen  n o t in  herm etically sealed tin-boxes are easily spoiled 
during  the  frequent river crossings. I had had such tin-boxes on  m y 
jo u rn ey  o u t b u t they  had lo n g  ago  run  short.

Early in  the m orning the nex t day  m y Sarts, M irza and  I p u t 
on  o u r bes t clothes and  m ade our appearance on  th e  m arket at 
the  tim e appoin ted ; here the  battalion had already b een  draw n up 
under th e  com m and of the  colonel. The 400  m en w ere  dressed 
in a so rt of Russian uniform  w ith  small fur-caps and  arm ed w ith 
o ld  Russian m uzzle-loaders, all of the sam e kind. A fter the usual 
honours w ith  appertinent m arch of hon o u r the  colonel and I sat 
dow n on  a w ooden  carpeted board , lighted a w ater-pipe, and  now  
the  drill began . The colonel m ade the battalion perform  the m ost 
com plicated evolutions, all b y  m eans of trum pet signals. T he w hole 
th ing  w as done w ith irreproachable precision, the B okharan  soldiers 
being  expert at no th ing  else, indeed ; they  know  next to  no th ing  of 
service in th e  field and  shoo ting  w hich they  ough t to , and  w hen I 
asked leave of the  colonel to  m ake som e of the  soldiers sh o o t at 
a m ark, he p leaded  his hav ing  very  little pow der and  n o t liking to



diminish his supply. It was evident, how ever, later on that there 
was enough pow der for firing no end of salutes while the  colonel, 
his officers and  I had a meal in his house.

A fter the  parade we w ent up to  the colonel’s house headed 
by a m aster of cerem onies; a large meal consisting of meat, 
soup, pillau, sw eetm eats, bread and fruit w as laid in a large, car­
peted room  facing a magnificent and well tilled garden; as for fruit 
it w ould have been difficult to  find an equally luxurious table. F or 
Kalai K hum b is a perfect hot-house; horticulture is pursued  every­
w here on a large scale both  in the bottom  of the valley and  up 
the m ountain slope. In the garden of the Beg as well as in that 
of the colonel the  bran­
ches ben t under the 
w eight of large blue gra­
pes, peaches, apricots, 
f ig s, a lm o n d s, pista­
chios, cherries, plums, 
apples and pears. The 
colonel, an intelligent 
and  kind old  Usbeg, 
p roved  to  be  a great 
ho rticu ltu rist, himself 
grafting and oculating.
You could n o t see a 
garden  in a better or­
der than his w ith its 
m any walks, flower-beds, avenues, vegetable garden and groups 
of roses.

Kalai K hum b is situated in a w ide valley near the spo t w here 
the affluent K hum bau or K humbai runs in to  the Pandsh. It is the 
main tow n of D arvas and is said to  have been founded b y  Alex­
ander the G reat; others say Salom on, bu t Salom on is only  a reflec­
tion of king D shem shid , the representative of a golden age. In 
the  A vesta he is called Jima, and w ith him w e have reached the oldest 
form  of the m yths. The site of the  tow n  is splendid. The river 
P andsh  hem m ed in betw een high and  steep m ountains offers an 
im posing sight, it is deep and rapid, 100— 145 m etres broad, 
and  w here it w idens w est of the tow n  it is filled with sandy islands 
covered w ith tho rn y  copse. O n account of its rapid course it never 
freezes here in  w inter as it does h igher up ; here it only carries drifting 
ice along w ith it. The Afghan bank seem s narrow  and poor, a few

T h e  P a ra d e  in  K a la i K h u m b .



kishlaks are  seen at the foo t of the  steep m ountains. T he to w n  is 
traversed  b y  straigh t and  b ro ad  avenues shaded  b y  en o rm o u s pla- 
tanes and  w illow s. T he B eg , now  subject k ing an d  vassal of 
the  E m ir of B okhara , w as form erly  the  in d ep en d en t k ing  of 
D arvas.

T he even ing  before ou r departu re  on the 14th of S ep tem ber 
w e paid  th e  Beg a farewell visit, and  early in the  m orn in g  on  o u r 
m arch ing  off from  his beautiful garden , b o th  he and  h is m any  of­
ficials w ere  assem bled in the  m arket place to  say good -bye . T he colonel 
had  again draw n up  his w hole battalion to  do  the  h o n o u rs. W hen 
w e had  passed  the fron t, he sw u n g  o u t into sections, p u t him self 
a t th e  head  of the  force and  accom panied us som e k ilom etres up  
the m oun ta in  road  w ith co lours flying, drum s bea ting  an d  trum pets 
sound ing . O n ly  on  the p a th  becom ing  too  narrow  to  m arch  u p o n  
did  he take leave and  return  to  th e  tow n. I could  n o t expect 
a  m ore solem n reception and send  off in the in tricate Pam ir.

B ut n o w  all th a t w as over, and  in g rea t hea t w e  dozed  in  
the  saddle up and up  the zigzag  path  due n o rth w ard  along  
the river K hum bai. T he valley is narrow  w ith  m any  lateral ravines 
w hich g ive room  for several sm all kishlaks of a ra the r p o o r  ap p ea ­
rance, and  outside these cultivated spo ts the  vege ta tion  is tho rny , 
po o r and  parched  by  the  sun . A t the last kishlak, H ishun , on the  
K hum bai, M irza w anting to  show  his au thority  on  th e  te rrito ry  of 
B okhara o rdered  a m eal a t an A ksakal. T he road, n o w here  offering 
special obstacles, now  tu rns off from  th e  m ain river a long  a sm all 
m ountain  b ro o k  north-w estw ard  to  the  pass of S ag ry d ash t w hich 
p roved  to  be very  easily accessible. It crosses th e  m oun ta ins of 
D arvas w ith o u t form ing any  deep  cu t into the  m oun ta ins, it is a 
b road  flattened  ridge flanked b y  heights rising on ly  6 — 9 0 0  m etres 
above  th e  pass itself w hich is a b o u t 3 0 0 0  m. high. T he v iew  from  the 
pass is v e ry  picturesque. In the  no rth  are seen the  w hite  jagged  
m oun ta ins in K arategin, in th e  east the giantlike risings in the 
source district of the rivers M uksu , K hingau and  V andsh  (the m oun ­
tains of P eriokh tau  and  D arvas). O n  the  south  side yaw ns the 
terrib le rav ine of M urkhan th ro u g h  w hich one descends to  the 
K hum bai roaring  am ong  lim e-stones and  slates. T he b ro ad  pass 
itself is characterized by  sw am py, green, g rass-covered  m eadow s. 
O n  these  g razed  large herds of camels, horses an d  cow s m ainly  
belong ing  to  the B eg in Kalai K hum b. In a small kishlak beside  
a m oun ta in  b rook let runn ing  no rthw ard  from  the pass dow n  th e  
m ountains of D arvas to  the K hingau  w e m ade ou r n igh t quarters



w ith som e p o o r  Tadjiks. I always slept in m y ten t being so  ac­
custom ed to  fresh air tha t I could n o t sleep in the natives’ rather 
uninviting clay-houses, w hereas M irza, used  to  the Bokharan atm o­
sphere, sou g h t the  houses w hereever he could. Like all peop le  from  
B okhara he w as an  early riser and acted  as a punctual alarm-clock 
during  this p a rt of the  journey . In the  kishlak We changed horses

T h e  b r id g e  a c r o s s  th e  r iv e r  K h in g a u  a t  C h ild a r ra .

as arranged b y  th e  B eg in  Kalai K hum b, and the next day  we 
descended the  no rth  slope of the  m ountains of D arvas from  Sagry- 
dasht. F irst som e kilom etres rather steeply  dow nw ard past a few 
sm all kishlaks, then  again up  a sm aller pass called K utal (Pass) 
Tevildarra. B etw een these tw o passes there is no t a single tree, so 
to  speak, b u t the  g round  is arable and  cultivated, and  corn  is 
g row n over th e  w hole te rrito ry  high up  on  the m ountain sides; 
m ostly  oats and  barley. D ow n from  the pass of Tevildarra the  w ay 
follows an often steep and very  s to n y  path, and here the  m oun ­
tain slope is covered  by  w oods, som ew hat thin, indeed, of juniper, 
birch and som e bushes for underw ood.



M arm ots a re  found  in g rea t quantities, w e saw  a t a  sh o rt d i­
s tance som e specim ens of th e  long-haired w hite p an th er w ith  the  
b lack spo ts  and  the v e ry  long  ta il, and  the  air and  th e  m oun ta in  
slopes w ere, positively, filled w ith  eagles and  vultures. T h e  form er 
w ere exceedingly  large; m oving  slow ly up the  slopes th e y  looked  
like m en b en t forw ards. L ots of small falcons, crow s, p igeons 
and  sm all b irds w ere  flying abou t, and  in the  ju n ip e r g ro v es  th e  
m oun ta in  fowl cackled all ro u n d  u s; there are a  g o o d  m any  bears, 
b u t w e d id  n o t see them . T h e  w eather, n o t th o u g h t m u c h . of in 
P am ir ow ing  to  the  constan t sunsh ine on ly  alternating  w ith  snow ­
storm s in the  h igher regions (from  ab o u t 4000  m etres upw ards), 
sudden ly  began  to  change in  S agrydash t. T he air w hich in 
P am ir is d ry  as a bone, becam e m uch m oister, and  th e  cum ulus 
c louds d rew  together as in  D enm ark  in the  sum m er. T h e  w o o d s 
ow e the ir existence to  this m oisture, o n  the  w hole g rea te r in the  
prov inces ro u n d  the  river S urkhab  in K arategin an d  th e  K hingau 
th an  farther sou th ; for trees ca n n o t th rive on  a large scale on  the  
so u th e rn  slopes of the  m ountains of D arvas w hich are b aked  th ro u g h  
b y  the  sun . T hus the  latter fo rm  a climatic b o rd e r an d  a w o o d  
b o rd e r  con tingen t upon  this. D u rin g  the descent w e had  a w ide 
an d  m agnificent ou tlook  across th e  undu la ting  w o o d -co v ered  te rri­
to ry  a ro u n d  Tevildarra relieved b y  m any  lateral valleys, across a large 
part of the  beautiful w ood-covered  valley of the  K hingau  and  across 
glacier-clad h igh  crests in P e te r th e  G rea t’s m ountains d u e  north . 
T he K hingau  has its beg inn ing  in  the  h ighest reg ions in  Pam ir, 
th e  m oun ta ins of P eriokh tau  an d  D arvas; it has a leng th  of abou t 
2 3 0  kilom etres , and  is said to  be  su rrounded  b y  w o o d s  on  its 
u p p er course w hich is in th e  possession  of a  native T ad jik  prince 
in the  village of Ishtiun ab o u t 4 0  k ilom etres east of Tevildarra.

E arly in  the  afternoon w e arrived  at T evildarra, a  sm all tow n  
w ith  som e 100 inhabitants, w hose  flat-roofed clay-houses shaded  by  
eno rm ously  h igh  narrow -leaved w illow s hang ing  w ith  the ir leaves 
like w eep ing  willows, w ere situated  o n  a quite even p lain  near the 
K hingau. T he river itself is n o t seen  from  here, b u t th e  rush ing  
so und  announces its n e ig h bou rhood . M irza o rdered  q u arte rs  at the 
sub ject Beg, a K araulbegi (low er official), w ho lived in th e  castle of 
th e  form er princes of Tevildarra, a  large quadra te  edifice w ith  four 
square corner-tow ers. As lo n g  as w e w ere in th e  te rrito ry  of B o­
khara, I w as at m y ease, an  excellent T adjik  D jigit, Said  M aksim , 
w hom  I h ad  h ired  in Roshan, tak ing  care of the  caravan  toge ther 
w ith  H am rakul and  the o ther se rv an ts , and  M irza p layed  th e  part



of a quarterm aster-sergeant. T he large carpeted room s of the for­
tress along w hich there  w ere tw o-storied  balconies looked  very 
inviting, w e to o k  up  our quarters there, and the Beg w ho proved 
to  be a very  hospitable m an en tertained us as well as it w as pos­
sible for him  to  do.

M any th ings in the castle rem inded one of the sp lendour of times 
past, thus several large room s w ere decorated  w ith beautifully painted

P a r t  o f th e  K h in g a u -v a lle y .

and  gilt stucco-w ork, w ith painted w o oden  ceilings, and m any doors 
and  gates w ere carved in old P ersian  style. P art of it w as in 
a fairly g o o d  condition, b u t still m ore w as in a ruinous state for 
g o o d  reasons, according to  the  B eg: “ H ow  am  I to  get m oney  to  
keep this large com plex in repair” , and  know ing  beforehand som e­
th ing  of the  w ay in w hich the B okharan  governm ent pays its 
officials, I m ust adm it tha t he w as right. The Beg to ld  us that 
the tow n had  b u t 8 0  m en (the w om en  he did no t take into ac­
count), and tha t the  inhabitants lived principally by  agriculture, 
w hereas cattle-rearing played a less p rom inen t part. I saw, how - 
ver, large herds of small cows, goats and  excellent large sheep. 
B ut horses there  w ere practically n one; there were good  donkeys. The



inhabitan ts h ad  a p re tty  large incom e from  hun ting  K iyik and  O vis 
poli, bears, w hich accord ing  to  the  B eg w ere found in large quantities, 
m oun ta in  pan thers, w olves and  m uch small gam e. S kins w ere, in ­
deed , h ang ing  to  be dried all ro u n d  the  houses and  th e  B eg p re ­
sen ted  m e w ith som e beautiful yellow  tanned  Kiyik sk ins and  p ro ­
m ised m e tw o live bears on  m y  retu rn .

H av ing  th e  next m orn ing  re loaded  our baggage o n  a few  ho rses  
and  m any  donkeys w e crossed th e  K hingau and  follow ed its n o rth e rn  
b ank  to  C hildarra. T here w as a b ridge across the  K hingau  near 
C hildarra, here the river is som e 50 m etres broad  and  carries m uch, 
rather qu ie t and  dirty  w ater, b u t the bridge w as rickety  and 
fragile, n o t able to  bear a g rea t w eight. O n ly  th e  parts  near 
the  bridge-heads, form ed by  alternate layers of trunks of trees and  
heavy  slate-stones, w ere ab o u t 1 m etre b road ; th e  m iddle piece 
consisted  of tw o rather thin, rock ing  trunks of trees o n  w hich  w ere 
laid som e flat slate-stones. C raw ling on  all fours w e carried  the  bag ­
gage across, the anim als w ere  led un loaded  and  b y  lo n g  ro p es  
an d , strange to  tell, n o b o d y  fell in to  the  w ater. H av ing  reached  
the n o rth e rn  bank  safe an d  so u n d  I exchanged horses  w ith  the 
B eg  of Tevildarra and  on pay ing  50  B okharan  T engi in to  the  bargain  
(10 rubles), I now  g o t a g o o d  s tro n g  rid ing  horse  instead  of m ine 
w hich w as d one  up. T he m arch w as bu t sho rt th a t d ay  and  the 
road  w as g o o d  everyw here. T he river valley is v e ry  b ro ad  and  
charm ing and  the  slopes covered  w ith  w o o d . N ow  and  th en
the river divides into several arm s and receives m any  tribu taries
from  th e  n o rth  th rough  clefted la teral valleys. By deg rees M irza 
and  I had  becom e familiar and  travelling w here eyes and  han d s  
w ere n o t fully occupied by  perilous bridle-paths and  the  brid les 
of the  horses, w e w ere alw ays near or beside each o ther, and  
th en  M irza to ld  m e ab o u t B okhara  and habits an d  custom s of 
his co u n trym en , and  in re tu rn  1 gave him  a slight g lim pse of 
E urope . H av ing , how ever, befo re  the  appearance of M irza al­
w ays sp o k en  to  H am rakul and  asked  advice of h im , the  la tter
becam e envious, and one day  he let m e know , half w eep ing , half 
angry  th a t now  he had  becom e superfluous. I had  th e n  to  satisfy 
th e  tw o  rivals, bo th  of them  v ery  necessary  and  tru s ty  com panions. 
T o  H am rakul the w ay often seem ed  long  ever since w e h ad  left S hug ­
nan. E very  day  he asked, w hen  w e had  crossed som e pass o r other, 
if w e w ere n o t now  in  the  Alai steppe  w hich he knew , an d  o n  the  
w hole he  had  no  idea w here w e w ere or w en t to , b u t tru s te d  th a t w e 
shou ld  en d  in the  tow n  of O sh  in T urkestan  w here  h e  w as aw are



tha t I had  left m y baggage. I tried several times to  give him  an 
idea of the  m aps, b u t th is p roved  to  be im possible. M irza, on  the 
o ther h and , soon  understood  how  to  m ake use of the m aps, and, 
having stud ied  them  w ith m e a few tim es, he w as able to  find ou t 
rivers, m ountains and  tow ns although he had no t seen o r heard  of 
a m ap before.

T h e  k is h la k  o f C h ild a r ra .

In the  afternoon  w e reached C hildarra having passed one kish­
lak and a few  ailäks. It is a tow n  of quite the sam e size and 
appearance as Tevildarra and  w ith a fortress w hich seem ed to  have 
been  built in  the  very  sam e form  as th e  castle of Tevildarra. The 
rich grow th  of trees in this region appeared  from  the fact that 
nearly all houses w ere furnished w ith  w o o d en  balconies and veran­
das and  decorated  w ith artificial lattice-w ork; likewise they  w ere 
prodigal of w o o d en  garden-fences. H itherto  I have n o t m entioned  
m osques o r houses of prayer, because there  are no  m osques in  the 
regions w e have passed, and very  few  houses of prayer; only  in



th e  d istricts from  Kalai K hum b no rthw ard  th ro u g h  K arategin . All 
T adjiks in  B okhara are S unn ites , in nam e, at any  ra te , b y  o rder 
of th e  g o v ern m en t of B okhara, b u t m any are in their hearts Shiites, 
because the  provinces w ere form erly  under A fghanistan w hich  in tim es 
p as t em braced  the Shiitic form  of Islam or Sufism. I dare  say  th a t 
religion d o es  n o t play any p rom inen t part w ith  the  inhabitants, 
w ho are rarely  seen perform ing  th e  daily prayers as in  T u rkestan ; 
th e  low er classes had  no  religion w hatever, and  th e  m ajo rity  lived 
on  old  superstitions and  rem nan ts of the  doctrine of Z o ro aste r in ­
term ixed  w ith  fragm ents of Islam in to  a terrib le balderdash . W hen 
a m an w as now  and  then  seen  pray ing , it w as alw ays in  the  
garden  o r on  th e  flat roof. T he houses of p rayer in  D arvas as 
well as in  K arategin are very  prim itive; only  a sm all clay-house 
w here one  side is qu ite  o p en , and  w here roofs of b ranches and 
clay are su p p o rted  by  unhew n trunks of trees. A s a rule they  
could  on ly  contain half a score of people. T hey  are called m ashit 
and  are of the sam e ty p e  as the ir larger and p re ttie r fellows in 
th e  villages of Turkestan. D u rin g  o u r stay  in C hildarra som e 
M ussulm en w ould  now- and  th en  m eet to  p ray  o n  th e ir caftans 
(ton) in th e  mashit. F rom  this alone it canno t be  inferred, h o w ­
ever, th a t th ey  are n o t zealous M ahom edans nevertheless; they  
m ay b e  so  w ithou t en tering a m osque or a house of p ray e r; for 
according to  Islam the p rayer is equally g o o d  w hether perform ed 
in  a m o sq u e  o r  in  the  field. B u t there  is n o  d o u b t th a t Sunnism  
will m ake steady  progress also in  these  regions of Asia, an d  at 
th is m om en t th e  situation differs n o  d o u b t v ery  m uch from  
w hat it w as abou t ten  years ago  w hen  I left these m oun ta ins and 
valleys w here  the  B okhara m ullahs propagate  their doctrine  zea­
lously.

O n  the  17th of S ep tem ber w e left the old castle an d  its garden  
w ith the  gigantic narrow -leaved willows, very  like w eep ing  willows, 
and  w en t d u e  north  across th e  w estern  end  of P e te r  the G rea t’s 
m ountains. W e rode along a sm all river runn ing  dow n  to  Chil­
darra. S een  from  this tow n  the m ountains are n o t v e ry  im posing. 
O n  all sides of the  valley of th e  K hingau they  have th e  character 
o f low  ridges w ith w oods. T he landscape is very  beautifu l and 
sm iling w ith  m any idyllic la teral valleys. T he rising is, indeed, 
s teady  over som e kilom etres, b u t it is n o t long befo re  th e  ascent 
becom es te rrib ly  dizzy. F o r  som e tim e it follows idyllic paths am ong 
jun iper and  m aple, then  in zigzag up  a narrow  ridge w here  there



is only room  for one four-legged animal, and on  both  sides yaw n 
precipices covered  w ith juniper. W ith insane rashness and relying 
on o u r g o o d  horses and  our ow n horsem anship  after such a long 
p recedent training, H am rakul and  I ro d e  up the path to  the to p  of 
the pass called K am tshirak w here there  w as a plateau abou t Vj2 km. 
broad; b u t it w as long  before the  cautious M irza g o t up to  us
leading his ho rse  by  the bridle. W e had  to  m ake a long halt until
ou r com panions arrived w ith the baggage w hich had been reloaded 
on the w ay and  w as carried by  the donkey-drivers. The pass resem bles 
very  m uch Sagrydasht, being gently  undulating  and m ostly covered 
w ith grass; here and  there occurs a b it of low  copse and thicket. 
Large herds of m ares and cows belonging  to  the Beg in K arategin, 
which lies below  in the north, grazed up  here w atched b y  Tadjiks 
w ho had taken quarters in the usual small ailäks. F o r w hen the
grass has run  short in sum m er on the low er course of the small
tributaries, th e  w ater w hich is still to  be found in the h igher valleys, 
nourishes the grass until the snow  begins to  fall. F rom  the pass 
and  its no rthern  slope there is a w ide view  to the valley of the 
river Surkhab in K arategin, to  the m ountains in K arategin and the 
Turkestan chain, here and there snow -covered; together w ith the 
Alai chain it shuts up the wild m ountains of P am ir tow ards the 
north. O ne kishlak beside the other, all w ith large shady  gar­
dens, at som e distance resem bling small w oods, are seen on  the 
w hole northern  slope of the  pass and as far dow n in K arategin as 
o n e ’s eye reaches. T he Karateginians diligently cultivate the  soil 
right up to  the  top  of the passes, b road  roads w ind like yellowish 
w hite serpents on the m ountain slopes from  village to  village. 
T he roads looked  as if they  had been  laid ou t artificially, b u t they 
sim ply ow ed their existence to  a  special sort of carriages em ployed 
by  the K arateginians. They are m ade like com m on D anish  pea­
sant sledges, and on the top they are furnished w ith a large osier- 
basket in w hich the corn is transported  dow n over the  m ountains 
by  a team  of tw o cow s w hose harness consisted of osier-bands and 
w oollen ropes. T he Karateginians w ere harvesting at this time, and  round 
abou t w e saw these sledges being draw n up and dow n the m oun­
tain roads, often quite slippery and nearly im possible to  ride on 
w here the descent w as steep. M ost of the  w ay w e had therefore 
to  proceed  on focjt. D uring  the latter p art of the descent along a small 
river w hich m eets the  Surkhab just w est of G arm , the kishlaks lie 
very  close, the  soil is everyw here cultivated and gardens are seen at



each house . B ut there  are n o  w oods. Late in the afte rnoon  w e crossed 
th e  S u rkhab  w est of G arm  (or H arm ) and  en tered  th is to w n  situated  
o n  the n o rth e rn  bank  of the  S urkhab  a t a height of 1402  m etres. 
A cross th e  S urkhab w as a com paratively  g o o d  and  b ro ad  b ridge 
even  furn ished  w ith a ram part of p laited osiers. T h e  S u rkhab  is 
an  Iranian (Persian) w ord  m ean ing  red  w ater; h igher up  tow ards 
th e  Alai steppe  it is called Kizil-su, a  Turkish w ord  of the  sam e 
m eaning.

A n o rd inance had  already  announced  o u r arrival to  th e  B eg  in 
K arategin  w ho lives in G arm ; form erly he w as the  in d ep en d en t 
k ing  of his province, b u t now  th e  vassal of the E m ir of B okhara; 
his dep en d en ce  consists on ly  in  his paying a yearly  trib u te  to  the  
E m ir; ap a rt from  this he  practically governs K arategin as he likes. 
A t the  ou tsk irt of the tow n , w hose houses and  garden-w alls w ere 
o verg row n  w ith vines, a tall sta te ly  d ep u ty  from  the B eg  appeared  
to  assign u s a place of encam pm ent in a garden  w here a m eal w as 
ready  o n  a w ooden  table. M irza w as n o t con ten t w ith  the  meal, 
apparen tly  very  scarce, and  h av ing  convinced him self th a t it did 
n o t becom e th e  guests of th e  Em ir of B okhara to  p u t up  w ith  
such  a th ing , he caugh t ho ld  of th e  corners of the m an y  co loured  
cloth and  th rew  the w hole service after the d ep u ty  of the  Beg, 
a n d  asked  him  to  let the  B eg  know  tha t he had  as so o n  as p o s ­
sible to  b ring  ano ther and  b e tte r  ziyafat (festival en tertainm ent). 
T h e  d ep u ty  looked  very  d isconcerted ; m oun ting  in  a h u rry  he 
ro d e  in to  th e  castle of the  B eg an d  after an  incredibly  sho rt tim e 
servan ts b ro u g h t dishes full of m eat, fruit, soup, sw eetm eats , no 
less than  half a score of loaves of w hite sugar, tobacco , w ater-pipes 
a n d  heaven  know s w hat, a ltogether enough  to  feed a t least 50 
h u n g ry  m en. As usual w e ho isted  th e  D anish  co lours o n  m y  
ten t, and  as on ly  Russian generals on  such  jo u rneys decorate  the ir 
te n t in th is w ay, it w as v e ry  so o n  rum oured  in the  to w n  th a t 
a  faranghi genderal (foreign general) had  arrived, and  the inhabi­
tan ts d rew  toge ther round  the  g a rd en  w here w e w ere encam ped  to  
take a v iew  of us. N early all of them , also small b o y s  an d  old 
m en , w en t ab o u t w ith  small jerfalcons on  their hands. Several of 
them  show ed  m e their art in m ak ing  their very  small, b u t v e ry  agile 
and  p re tty  falcons catch som e of th e  small b irds in the  trees , and  
th ey  d id  th is w ith grea t precision. H av ing  ann o u n ced  m y  visit 
to  the  B eg  o r K ing of K arategin  I w en t to  sleep early  after the 
lo n g  m arch w hich had  lasted  11 hou rs alm ost un in te rrup ted ly , and



the next fo renoon  I m ounted  and  rode together w ith M irza and 
a p ro p er a ttendance to  the fortress of the Beg near the river 
Surkhab.

T he castle consisting of a w idely distributed com plex of higher 
and  low er flat-roofed clay-houses su rrounded  by high walls w ith 
low  square tow ers and bastions looked  very  ruinous from  w ithout, 
b u t on en tering  the yard  w e saw tha t m uch here w as in g o o d  condi­
tion and  rather im posing. W e passed  a long  archway, an open 
court-yard  an d  m any large carpeted room s w hose wall ornam ents 
consisted  of all pos­
sible kinds of w ea­
p ons: lances, scimi­
tars, short spears, for­
ked m atchlocks, guns 
w ith  flintlocks, m o­
dern  guns and  rifles, 
and  finally w e entered 
a large carpeted  room  
w hose walls w ere 
decorated  w ith  pain­
ted  stucco-w ork as in 
the  houses of people 
of quality in  Bokhara, 
and  here the  B eg  was

enth roned  on a  W O O  K a r a te g in ’s  c a s tle  in  G a rm . O u t lo o k  t o w a r d s  th e  so u t h .

den  taboure t su rroun ­
ded  by  half a score of Tadjiks kneeling round  him on the carpets of 
the  floor. T he grey-bearded m an w as dressed  in a splendid silk caftan 
w ith applique flowers and  his halberdiers w ere all in bright caftans 
of red  fancy-cloth. He received us v e ry  kindly and w hen the usual 
long  w elcom es had been  pronounced , on  his part in the Tadjik 
language and  on  m ine in Usbegibh, M irza w ho knew  bo th  languages 
being  in terpreter, w e discussed how  I w as to get horses th rough  
K arategin as far as his au thority  reached, and  he readily prom ised to 
arrange all th ro u g h  his Aksakals from  tow n  to  tow n in his province. 
This im portan t question  having been settled, the conversation assu­
m ed a m ore general character, principally turning upon his and  m y 
person, m y travels etc. and  after each question neither of us forgot 
to  w ish for th e  blessings of Allah and  for a long  life for bo th  of 
us. D uring  the  conversation he com plained of gou t in his legs,



and  I p rom ised  to  p repare so m e spirits of cam phor from  m y  m ed i­
cine chest, and  th is prom ise w as, of course, taken  in g o o d  part.

T he B eg ’s sitting room  w as rem arkable for a charm ing  view  
th ro u g h  the m any open  w o o d en  shutters on  the  q u ie t and  b ro ad  
course of th e  S urkhab  below  the  walls. It w as deco rated  w ith  a very  
beautifully  carved and pain ted  w o o d en  ceiling, and  facing th e  cou rt 
w as a h igh  and  long  clay-platform  covered  by  a half-roof. U pon  
th is o p en ed  m any carved and  pain ted  doors and  above  these  draw - 
w indow s of cast plaster (latticed w ork). T he B eg w as a real type  
of an  old  O riental prince as know n from  the fairy-tales; in the  
capacity of vassal of B okhara he had  the  rank of P aravanatsh i, one 
of the  h ighest titles in B okhara. Before I left h im , h e  inv ited  m e 
to  a feast the  follow ing day, and  finally I p h o to g rap h ed  him  and  
his second  in com m and.

T he n ex t day  I m ade m y appearance at the  m eal; on ly  he and  
I sat on  w o o d en  taboure ts at an im m ensely lo n g  tab le laid in  
the  ab o v e  m entioned  w ay. All his o ther officials p resen t and  m y 
com pan ions sat on the  floor. N o w  and  then  the B eg  h an d ed  a 
cake, a b u n ch  of g rapes, a slice of m eat or a small cup  of soup  
to  one  of them  and, believing th a t th is w as the w ay  to  behave 
here , I also began to  distribute food  to  m y com pan ions; b u t then  
the  B eg laughingly  said th a t his servants w ou ld  help  m y  su b o rd i­
nates to  som eth ing  b y  and  by. A fter the m eal du rin g  w hich w e 
expressed th e  m ost perp lex ing  w ishes for each o ther an d  squeezed  
each o th e r’s hands after nearly each m outhful, w e to o k  a v iew  of 
h is large well irrigated garden , an d  before I w en t aw ay I h ad  to  
show  him  how  to  rub his legs w ith  m y spirits of cam phor. A t 
th e  leave-taking he p resen ted  m e w ith  a large sack full of w hite 
sugar, sw eetm eats, raisins, b read , nu ts and  so on  fo r m y  jo u rn ey  
farther east.

K arategin  w hich w e have en tered  now  is, as above  recorded , a 
p rovince of Bokhara. It stretches along  the  Surkhab  from  the k n o t 
of m oun ta ins of K aram uk in the  east to  the  affluent of Ä b-i-G arm  
a b o u t 6 0  kilom etres sou th-w est of G arm  in the w est. It is b o rd ered  
b y  th e  H issar m ountains, the  T urkestan  range and  parts  of Alai in 
the  no rth  and  in the sou th  b y  the  m ountains of P e te r  th e  G reat. 
T he eastern  part is inhabited  by  K arakirghiz, the w estern  b y  T adjiks 
and  farthest w est are som e U sbegs. T he num ber of to w n s and 
villages is said to  be som e 400 , and  the main to w n  is G arm  
w ith  3 0 0  houses and  ab o u t 1500  inhabitants. T h e  aggregate 
am oun t of inhabitants is said to  be 3 8 2 ,0 0 0 , w hich is certainly



som ew hat overra ted , abou t 350 ,000  will no doub t be nearer the 
righ t num ber, b u t a census has never been taken. T he valley of 
the S urkhab betw een  the .affluents Ä b-i-Zanku and A b-i-K abud is 
the m ost densely  populated , 
and  of the lateral valleys tha t 
of the  A b-i-yasm an. T he T ad ­
jiks are principally engaged in 
agriculture an d  horticulture.
In the  gardens g row  nut, w al­
nu t, apple, pear, quince, peach, 
aprico t, m ulberry, pistachio- 
trees and  m any  o ther plants.
T here are tw o kinds of fields on 
the slopes, those  fertilized by 
rain and those  artificially w a­
te red ; the  latter m ethod  is 
very  troublesom e. In the  fields 
w atered  by  the  rain  w heat and 
barley are g row n  and on the 
stretches artificially irrigated 
millet, lucerne, hem p, tobacco, 
m elons, tu rn ips and  cabbage; 
in  a few places also durra 
and  cotton. Cattle-raising 
only  plays a slight part in 
K arategin except am ong the 
Kirghiz in the east w ho have 
large herds of cow s, sheep, 
goats, horses and  camels.

T he kishlaks are situated 
m ainly in the  w idenings of 
the  valleys on  the  Surkhab 
and  a smaller num ber along 
the affluents. C om m unication 
from  bank  to  bank  is very 
difficult, excepting in the few places w here there are b ridges; th is is 
ow ing  to  the rapid  curren t; it is often very  dangerous to  cross the 
river on inflated skins, and  the frequent changes in  its course throw  
new  difficulties into the  w ay of the inhabitants. The passage along 
the sou thern  bank  is very  to ilsom e; here  it follow s narrow  terraces 
in th e  rocks o r  fragile galleries, b u t generally  the m ost difficult ra-
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vines are  avoided  by clim bing h igher u p  in the  m oun ta in s. W e 
fo llow ed th e  northern  b ank  o n  say ing  g o o d -b y e  to  G arm . O u r 
caravan h ad  been supplied  w ith  g o o d  pack-horses, an d  the 
ro ad  w as irreproachable . E veryw here kishlak b y  kishlak, and  th e  te r­
rito ry  w as well cultivated. T he p rom on to ries  so u th  an d  no rth , 
principally  th e  form er, s to o d  o u t as even slopes w ith  innum erab le  
fu rrow s p ro d u ce d  b y  local show ers o r sudden  thaw  in  the  spring. 
O n  jo u rn ey in g  eastw ard  the  m oun ta in s in the  n o rth  b eco m e steeper 
and  steeper, a  few  cross ridges p u sh  forw ard alm ost d o w n  to  the 
Surkhab , so  th a t now  and  th en  w e w ere again ob liged  to  crawl for 
a b it, b u t everyw here  be tw een  the  ridges the  valleys are  covered  
w ith  n u m b ers  of kishlaks w ith  fertile surroundings.

A s lo n g  as w e w ere in  th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d  of th e  B e g ’s residence 
his o rd ers  fo r supp ly ing  us w ith  beasts of bu rden  and  selling us v ic tu ­
als w ere  fairly w ell o b ey ed , a n d  during  ou r sh o rt halts in  the  
villages o n e  of the elders of th e  tow n  cam e up  w ith  a d ish  of 
fru it o r som e m elons here and  there . T he inhabitan ts are dressed  
in  the  u sual w hite w oollen  caftans, b u t from  a m o tley  caftan and  
tu rb an  h ere  and there  one guesses th e  ne ig h b o u rh o o d  of T u rkestan  
in  th e  n o rth . T he answ ers of th e  inhabitants w hen  asked  a b o u t 
T urkestan , show  th a t the chain w hich  separates them  from  this reg ion  
does n o t invite to  frequen t travels no rthw ard , for th e  m ajo rity  
h ave n ev e r been  outside K arateg in ; on ly  som e A ksakal o r  m erchan t 
speaks as if he  know s K okand  w ell, the to w n  m ost freq u en ted  b y  
them . In tim es pas t and  u p  to  30  years ago K okand  w as the 
seat of m igh ty  K hans; it w as th e  dom inating  to w n  in  E ast T urkestan , 
had  and  still has a considerable dom estic  industry , especially of co tton , 
silk and  m etal goods, an d  it has re ta ined  its fam e as a com m ercial 
and  industria l to w n  here sou th , b u t it has a keen  rival in  th e  m ore 
eastern  M argelan. W oo d en  shoes like th o se  u sed  in Ju tlan d  are 
m uch w o rn  in K arategin and  are a change from  th e  u n tan n ed  
b row n sh o rt leather b o o ts  o therw ise  used.

T he n u m b er of houses of p ray e r steadily  w en t on  increasing  the  
farther east w e g o t, and  the  to m b s w ere kep t in b e tte r  cond ition  
and  nearly  all ado rned  w ith  a sm all flag of co loured  clo th  on  a 
staff; as in  th e  reg ions traversed  farther sou th  th ey  consisted  of a 
rec tangu lar heap  of earth  generally  su rrounded  b y  a stone-setting , 
and had  som etim es several stories. This flag, called A lam , m eans in 
T u rkestan  th a t the  deceased  p erso n  has been  dec lared  to  be  a 
so rt of sa in t from  w hich it m u st be  in ferred , e ither, tha t the re  
are m any  g o o d  peop le  o r else, and  m ore p robab ly , th a t th e  ritual



is n o t m aintained so precisely as in Bokhara. U nfortunately  1 
had in G arm  been  s tung  by a po isonous insect, no  doub t a 
scorpion, and  seeing that the m ysterious sting w hich soon  after 
form ed a bu rn ing  w ound  was accom pained  by  fever, 1 op en ed  it 
and  cleansed it w ith  a strong  solution of carbolic acid. A fter 
som e days m y  arm swelled to  nearly double its norm al size u p  
to  the shoulder, so tha t I had to  carry it in a sling for several days, 
and as difficult m arches w ere now  before us, this accident was 
very  inconvenien t; often it was very  difficult for m e to  rem ain in 
the  saddle ow ing  to  the fever and  the pain in m y arm.

In the afternoon 
w e pitched a cam p in 
the kishlak of N em ets, 
a very  fertile and  beau ­
tiful oasis and while 
M irza perform ed his 
prayer, w hich he, in 
contrast to  m y  other 
co m pan ions, alw ays 
did in the one mashit,
I pu t up  m y te n t in 
the other, hav ing  be­
forehand asked the 
A ksakal of the  tow n 
w hether such a th ing 
w ere perm issible. The 
small m ashits w ere 
easily cleansed from  
scorpions and  sp iders, there w as fresh air and also som e shelter 
against the  n ightw ind and  cold w hich w as now  and then  per­
ceptible at sunset. O n ou r departu re  from  N em ets w e left the 
bank, here alm ost im passable and crossed a small, bu t steep  pass 
w here the natives had  m ade a g o o d  bridle-path. In the pass from  
which there is a charm ing view  across the glaciers in  the m oun ­
ta ins of P eter th e  G reat, there w ere a lo t of wild fowl eagerly chased 
by  the K arateginians w ith their falcons. Below  the pass the  road 
again follows the river w hich divides in to  m any arm s am ong bush- 
clad islands. T he colour of the w ater is red  ow ing to  dissolved 
pieces of rock, b u t after som e tim e these particles sink to  the bo t­
tom , and then  the w ater can be drunk . O n  the bank here as in 
and on  the banks of the Kizil-su in  the Alai steppe, the re  are



m any  ro u n d , red  and green  stones of the size of sw an s’ eggs, all 
sp o tted  w ith  w hite veins. W e passed  m any kishlaks su rro u n d e d  b y  
fertile fields and  gardens full of apples, pears and  plum s. In th e  
afte rnoon  w e reached  the  river Ä b-i-K abud across w hich w e w aded , 
for the re  w as no  bridge. T he river is here abou t 80  m etres b ro ad , 
th e re  is m uch  w ater and  a s tro n g  current. S ep tem ber is, indeed , 
one  of th e  few  m onths in w hich it can be passed  o n  horseback . T he 
w ate r reached  the belly of the  h o rse , and  m any pebb les covered  
the b o tto m  of the river; w e had  therefore to  ride cau tiously , fo r 
the  s tum bling  of the  horse cou ld  easily im peril ou r lives. A t h igh  
w ater it is crossed on inflated skins. T he B eg o r sub jec t B eg  in  
the  to w n  of H ait on the  eastern  bank  of the  Ä b-i-K abud had  
been  in form ed of our arrival and  had  appeared  on  th e  w estern  
bank  after hav ing  exam ined the ford  w ith  his servan ts. W e now  
en tered  his castle built in the  sam e style as the  ab o v e  m en tioned  
castles of Pam ir, b u t m uch smaller.

T he Ä b-i-K abud is one of th e  largest tributaries to  th e  S u rk h ab  
in K arateg in ; it is difficult to  pass along its tw o  ex trem e source 
rivers east and  w est, b u t their valleys are v ery  w ell peop led . 
B ut in respect to  population  no  valley is equal to  th a t of the  Ä b-i- 
yasm an  w hich is said to  be v e ry  fertile and  well cu ltiva ted  every ­
w here, th e  range of kishlaks is nearly  continuous from  its outlet, 
and  in th e  h igher m ountains there  are m any villages in the  m o u n ­
tain pastu res, here called yailaak.

F ro m  the B eg of Hält, th e  subord inate  of the  B eg  in  G arm  w e 
had  ob ta in ed  perfectly charm ing quarters; n o t on ly  d id  th e  B eg  do 
as m uch  as possible to  en tertain  and  trea t us in his richly carpeted  
room s and  verandas, b u t the  valley is very  like th a t of Kalai 
V andsh  in D arvas except tha t th e  m ountains are less rugged . F ro m  
a balcony  in the castle facing the  Ä b-i K abud there  is a sp lend id  view  
tow ards the  north-east, north , w est and  south-w est to  w ide  valleys 
ro u n d  the  th ree  m ain rivers w hich m eet here ; and  th e  valleys are 
filled w ith  kishlaks w hose trellised  balconies peep ed  fo rth  am ong  
g roves of g igantic g reen  trees. A s far as the eye reaches n o rth ­
w ard  in to  the  m ountain  clefts, the re  are w oods, an d  am o n g  the 
green  trees the  rush ing  rivers w ind ; here and  th e re  th e y  form  
w aterfalls w hose w hite foam  shines o u t in the  b rig h t sun  b y  
w hich ou r stay  w as favoured. N orth -east tow ards K arakush-khanäh  
(The E ag le’s Nest) w hite w ith  „firn“snow , and  in th e  m oun ta in s 
of P e te r  th e  G reat w hose slopes seem ed to  rise g en tly  from  th e



S urkhab the b road  plains of the greenish  blue glaciers shed  a 
magic light across th e  brow nish black precipices. A ccording to  
gon iom etry  th e  height of them  is here 6100  m etres. W e stayed 
o n  the balcony b o th  day  and night and  the m oonlit nights were 
no t the less charm ing. In the evening  our host ■ came o u t on 
the balcony w ith  his Aksakals and 4  fiddlers, the latter to  divert

T h e  B e g  s c a s tle  a t  H ä lt ,

us w ith m usic from  their one m etre long  guitars; these are m ost 
like a m andolin w ith an enorm ously  long  neck and are p layed in 
the sam e w ay. T he music was no t so bad, b u t the singing, like 
th a t of the Sarts in T urkestan, rem inded  one m ost of the how ­
ling and  w ailing of a dog  and w as decidedly unpleasing for European 
ears. B ut the  scene on the balcony, a  g roup  of m otley dressed 
M ussulm ans w ith  w hite tu rbans sitting on carpets, servants go ing  
abou t w ith w ater-pipes, o ther servants chasing aw ay the m os­
quitoes w ith lo n g  handled fans or b ring ing  fruits and  sw eetm eats, 
the  four fiddlers, the w hole scenery lit up  by  the beam s of the 
full m oon and  then  the view  across the  charm ing valleys; every ­



b o d y  m ay no  d o u b t realize, th a t th is m ust seem  a fairy-tale even 
to  a so b e r E uropean . N o t befo re  far into the n igh t w as I able to  
to  tea r m yself from  this charm ing  scene.

Häi't is a very  large v illage, p robab ly  som e 3 0 0 0  inhabitants. 
It carries on  a considerable trad e  w ith  the n e ig h b o u rh o o d  and  w ith 
K o k an d  an d  has a bazar w here  accord ing  to  the  B eg th e  trade  is 
m ost flourishing in w inter.

A lthough  I w as very  desirous of m aking a lo n g er stay  here 
and  h ad  a grea t dislike to  sp ring  in to  the saddle w ith  m y  bad  arm 
an d  th e  fever w hich w as apparen tly  un touched  b y  large doses 
of qu in ine and  castor-oil, w e w ere obliged to  leave b o th  from  
pecun ia ry  considerations and  ow ing  to  the passage across the  Alai 
m ounta ins. E ast of Häi't w e still pass som e T adjik  v illages, but 
so o n  th e  residences becom e scarcer and scarcer. T he valley nar­
row s to  som e 3 km., and  half-w ay betw een  H alt an d  Z anku  our 
o ld  acquaintances, the K arakirghiz, begin  to  appear in  sm all auls as 
th o se  collections of small clay-houses are called b y  th e  Kirghiz 
w here  th ey  live in w inter, w hen  ow ing to  the  snow  th e  nom adic 
life ceases in  the Alai steppe and  in the m ounta in  rav ines 'no rth  
an d  so u th  of the valley of the  Surkhab. S ou th  of th e  river w e 
could  distinguish several kishlaks, and  here the  g ro u n d  seem ed 
cultivated h igh  up in the  m ountains. In a small K irghiz aul w e 
h ad  o u r breakfast, consisting of boiled  m u tton  and  b read  in the 
form  of large pancakes, w hich a Kirghiz A ksakal p laced  before 
u s in large w ooden  dishes, w hich d id  n o t look  very  clean ; b u t w e 
w ere so w o n t to  take pot-luck, th a t w e d id  n o t allow  ou r appetites 
to  be influenced to  any considerab le degree by  such  a th ing . T he 
K irghiz in K arategin w ith  w hom  w e had  to  do  n o w  alm ost as far 
as O sh  are rem arkable b ey o n d  all o ther Kirghiz for the ir phenom enal 
ugliness w hich is say ing  som eth ing . All of them  are bad ly  m ade, 
have clum sy coarse limbs, a slouching  gait ow ing  to  their alw ays 
being  on  horseback, they  s toop , have large p ro jec ting  ears, the  low er 
teeth  ju t o u t b ey o n d  the u p p e r ones, they  look  grief-w orn, have dark  
faces and  th in  beards. G enerally  they  w ere unob lig ing  and  in ­
hosp itab le , and  fighting am o n g  them selves w as of every  day  occur­
rence. W e had  o u r last n ig h t quarters _ am ong T adjiks in  the  vil­
lage of Z anku  ju s t w est of the  river Ä b-i-Z anku; b u t the  fertile 
o rchards in  w hich w e had  f o r . som e tim e p itched o u r cam p w ere 
now  left beh ind  us. In Z anku  w ere only  a few  s tu n ted  aprico t 
and  m ulberry-trees and  o n  th e  river bank| sm all w illow s and  tam a­
risks w hich show ed  the  neigh b o u rh o o d  of the  treeless lim it. I pitched



m y ten t in a m ashit, bu t the M ussulm ans w ho came to  p ray  did 
n o t in the least m ind m y teapots, photographic im plem ents and  to p o ­
graphic instrum ents. O n m y journey  here I could easily have 
lost m y life, for rid ing  on a six inch path  along a deep precipice, 
m y  horse shied a t a camel w ho sudden ly  broke forth  from  a 
thicket. So quickly that 1 hardly realize it, I cleared m yself from 
stirrups and saddle and rem ained on the  path while the  horse
disappeared in the abyss. In the n igh t w hich w as dreadfully cold, 
it rained a little, and during the show er w e had a rather v eh e ­
m en t earth-quake, rocking me so violently  on m y couch th a t I felt 
a pain in m y back , bu t fortunately  I aw oke at the  sam e time, 
so that I g o t ou t of the m ashit before the clay and  beam s of the 
roof fell on  m y  head. F o r the nex t day w e could on ly  get 
cam els for beasts of burden w hich w as the  m ore unfortunate as 
w e had to  cross som e small, bu t very  steep passes on the  w ay 
further along  the Surkhab, now  called Kizil-su, and the  camels 
are bad  beasts of burden  in difficult m ountain districts; m ore­
over, the rain had  m ade the clayey slopes so slippery tha t each 
m om ent the anim als fell dow n w ith the  baggage and  refused
to  advance as stubborn ly  as it is only possible for a camel to  do. —  
A cross the  b road  rapid Äb-i-Zanku all of us rode on camels w hich 
ow ing to  their heigh t cleared the fo rd  better than the horses w hich 
w e dragged behind  us. The Ä b-i-Zanku is by the Kirghiz called 
K oksu (The B lue or G reen W ater); it has its beginning from  tw o 
main sources, the T am dykul and the Läisu (The C layey  or D irty
W ater). A fter the union of these tw o  rivers it is called Ä b-i-Zanku
and  runs th ro u g h  a nearly im passable cleft in the m ountains of 
K arategin; on its low er course the re  are distinct terraces on  the 
bank  and at high w ater it can only be  crossed on gupsars. But 
higher up there  are several fords. F rom  Zanku there is a diffi­
cult pass road  along  the Läisu to  T urkestan and a m ountain 
path  across the  pass of Kulak (Ear) to  the sources of the river 
M uksu w here som e tribes of Kirghiz have settled. A fter the  poor 
camels by m eans of pitiless lashes had  been  driven across the  tw o 
passes east of the Äb-i-Zanku w here the path  leaves the  Kizil- 
su w hose m any  arm s are seen far dow n , I had even at eleven 
o ’clock a. m. to  g ive up  all hope of advancing further tha t day 
and  m ade a halt in a small kishlak som e kilom etres w est of the 
ou tle t of the  M uksu  into the  Kizil-su, w here a small fam ily of 
Tadjiks lived among- the Kirghiz. A fter long  negotiations I m ade 
th e  inhabitants supply  pack-horses for the next day, b u t only  to



th e  nearest Kirghiz aul; the  K irghiz A ksakal w ho accom panied  
us p ro m ised , how ever, th a t from  the next A ksakal he shou ld  
p ro cu re  fresh anim als and thus further on  till w e reached  the 
Alai steppe . In this w ay w e reached the kishlak of D uv an n a  
on  the 2 4 th  of Septem ber after hav ing  reloaded the baggage no  
less than  th ree times. H ere w e traversed a p o o r d istric t; few 
trees and  bushes grow  in the auls w here the w ind roared  am ong  
th e  naked  earthen walls of the houses. T he m ountains are no t 
very  im posing  here , b u t traversed  by  innum erable clefts, and 
w ithered  grass and a few bushes are found at even  rather con ­
siderab le heights. O n  the ou tle t of the M uksu the Kizil-su nar­
row s in to  an  arm , and  here an im portan t go ldw ashing  is carried 
o n  b y  Tadjiks w ho are said to  deliver yearly som e 1 00 ,000  ru b ­
les to  the  Em ir of B okhara. T he valley of the M uksu  from  
w hich the m ountains of P e te r the G reat rise w as d iscovered  by 
K ostenko . T he river rises from  4  m ain sources m eeting  a t a 
he igh t of 3 2 6 0  m etres at A ltyn M azar (The G o ld en  Shrine). 
H ere  g o ld  is also ob ta ined  b y  th e  Kirghiz, bu t apart from  this the 
district is as y e t quite unknow n. T he road  w hich follow s the M uksu 
is acco rd ing  to  the Kirghiz very  difficult and  im passable for beasts 
of bu rden . T he bo ttom  of the  valley is even, covered w ith  gravel 
and  fragm ents of rock; the  m any arm s of the river carry  m uch 
w ater and  on  its outlet w hich is also d ivided into m any  arm s, the 
m ain course  is m uch b roader and  deeper than tha t of th e  Kizil-su it­
self. T he w ater is of a d irty  w hite co lour w hich p ro v es its origin 
from  glaciers. A little above its ou tle t there is a b ridge. A t A ltyn 
M azar its valley is abou t 2 kilom etres broad, bu t later on it becom es 
m uch narrow er. T he length  of the M uksu  from  the  so-called 
F etsh en k o  glacier to  the Kizil-zu is according to  G eiger 82  km. 
O n  the left bank  of the M uksu  the m ountains of P e te r the G reat 
rise to  an im posing m ajesty. T he w hole length  of th is chain 
is som e 2 0 0  kilom etres and its average breadth  from  the river 
K hingau to  the Surkhab is 40  kilom etres. In D u v an n a  w here  I 
lived in a m ashit as the day  before there  w as am ong  the usual 
ob long  heaps of earth above the  tom bs of the K irghiz a very  
beautiful gum bas (C ham bered  T om b o r M ausoleum ) ab o v e  a sa in t’s 
tom b . It w as of clay, bu t well k e p t, had bo th  co rner tow ers, cu ­
pola and  a sa in t’s flag and  w as su rro u n d ed  by  a fence. W herever 
the  K irghiz live in Pam ir, th ey  build m any tom bs of th is kind 
from  w hich it is to  be in ferred , perhaps, tha t th ey  are m ore 
religious than  the resident T adjiks in Pam ir. I am  inclined to  b e ­



lieve that this is also the case in the latest Islamitic tim es; for the 
Kirghiz w ere and  are Sunnites, while the  last rem nants of old 
A vesta superstition  form ed the only  religion of the Tadjiks. 
B ut the Kirghiz are no t and never will be zealous M ahom edans, 
th ey  are too  soberm inded  and practical; w orship of the forefathers 
w hich to  a certain degree appears in  all nations seems, how ever, 
to  thrive am ong  them ; in th is respect they  have n o t escaped  the 
influence of th e  East.

A fter m uch trouble w ith the Kirghiz w e left D uvanna w ith  fresh 
horses, and follow ed the Kizil-zu in pouring  rain ow ing to  w hich 
the clayey paths on  the  slopes becam e bo th  difficult for the  caravan 
and perilous for the riders; 1 d o n ’t  rem em ber how  m any tim es m y 
horse fell w ith  me. The paths w ere really awful, and I often 
th o u g h t of try ing  the southern  bank  of the  Kizil-su, w here there 
w ere bridges near D uvanna and th e  g ro u n d  looked m ore solid, 
b u t I abandoned  the plan in order n o t to  lengthen the distance, 
and  finally, late in the  afternoon , w e reached the Kirghiz aul of 
K itshik K aram uk (Little Karam uk) on  the  river of the sam e nam e a 
few  kilom etres from  its outlet, after w e had passed th rough  a nar­
row  ravine in w hich grew  wild apple and  pear-trees. O n  our entry  
into the naked aul dam aged by  the  w ind, b u t rather large, about 
5 0  Kirghiz im m ediately gathered  round  us shaking sticks and  pitch­
forks at us am idst loud  cries and  asked us to  leave the tow n  in­
stantaneously . I to o k  no notice of their th reats, b u t advanced with 
the  caravan to  a free place and unsaddled  in a m ashit leaning against 
a m ountain  w all; here w e w ere safe from  attacks from  behind  and 
could  fire ou r guns at houses and streets. I inform ed the Aksakal 
of the  tow n  tha t w e w anted to  stay  here only  this n igh t and 
w ould pay  liberally for all that w e needed ; they  need  fear no harm  
from  us, bu t w hoever dared to  en ter ou r cam p uncalled for w ould 
be sho t dead. D uring  the negotiations w e all s tood  w ith our fire­
arm s loaded  in the veranda of the  m ashit, w hile the Kirghiz carried 
on  vociferous d iscussions for a long  tim e, bu t at last they  disap­
peared  in to their houses w ith their tridents, axes and  bars at a sign 
from  the A ksakal; b u t of course w e did  n o t sleep m uch that night, 
and  besides the rain mixed w ith snow  fell upon  us the w hole 
tim e. I have never been able to  understand  the conduct of the 
Kirghiz, bu t I knew  them  enough to  be  aw are tha t they on ly  sub ­
m it to  im perative language, w hich they  do  nearly always, as they  
are n o t fond  of an  open  contest. T he nex t day  they  seem ed to  
be quieter, for the  Aksakal appeared early in  the m orning w ith  a



dish  of m ea t for m e, and  later he  supp lied  horses at an  un reasonab ly  
h igh  p rice , indeed . F irst I despatched  the caravan w ith  its K ir­
ghiz gu ides, and  then  I rode th ro u g h  the tow n  w ith  H am rakul, 
Said  M aksim  an d  M irza, all w ith  o u r carabins and  revo lvers ready . 
T his w as one  of the  few tim es I saw  H am rakul tu rn  pale. T he 
snow  stead ily  drifted ro und  u s du ring  ou r journey ing , an d  soon  the  
horses w ad ed  in tw o feet of snow . It w as dreadfully  cold, w e 
advanced  b u t slowly, a terrib le fever to rm ented  m e, an d  th e  sw el­
ling in  m y  left arm  w hich w as still w rapped  up  in carbolic w ater 
com presses, d id  n o t seem  inclined to  go  dow n. W e crossed  a 
sm all steep  pass, as w e could  n o t follow  the bank  of th e  Kizil-su, 
and  th a t d ay  w e did  n o t g e t fu rther than  to  th e  river K atta 
K aram uk (Large K aram uk) w here  the Kirghiz w ere  still n o m a­
dizing  in  th e  snow  w ith their herds. W e to o k  up  o u r q u arte rs  in 
a K irghiz cam p w hose ten ts w ere p itched  in a g ro v e  of w illow s 
and  tam arisks. F o rtunate ly  the  A ksakal and H am rakul knew  each 
o ther, hav ing  m et at the  fairs in  O sh , and  the recep tion  here  w as 
therefo re  v e ry  amiable. T he w hole day  and  n ig h t I h ad  a feve­
rish sleep  in  the ten t of the  A ksakal and  did n o t k n o w  m uch 
w hat w as g o in g  on ro und  m e o r  w hat becam e of m y  baggage, bu t 
th e  n ex t d ay  H am rakul inform ed m e tha t all w as rea d y  fo r d e ­
partu re . Several glasses of w arm  tea  stim ulated m e so  m uch  tha t 
I could  sp ring  into m y  saddle, b u t the  fever k ep t on  steadily , and  
th e  pain  in m y  arm  did n o t im prove the situation. M irza also 
com plained  of fever, b u t I h o p e d  tha t th is fever w hich  w e had 
b ro u g h t w ith  us from  th e  low er valleys w ou ld  d isappear o n  o u r 
ge tting  h igher up. T he snow  ceased, the  sun  shone ou t, b u t in 
m y  half-sleeping state I only  rem em ber a continual pain  in m y  arm  
fo r each step  the  horse advanced , th e  m any arm s of th e  Kizil-su 
w ith  the ir redd ish  w ater, the  chain  in the  north  rising  as a wall 
from  the  river and  the m any  sm all rivers m eeting the  Kizil-su from  
the  sou th  after hav ing  passed  a chaos of ravines filled w ith  b locks 
of s tone ; th e  te rrito ry  looked  deso late and  inhospitable. W e reached 
the  Alai steppe  and  now  w e ro d e  am ong  som e ro u n d e d  hills co ­
vered  w ith  w ithered  yellow  grass. T here w as n o b o d y  to  be  seen 
o n  the  steppe , an d  I w as v e ry  afraid th a t all the  K irghiz nom adizing  
here  h ad  m oved  northw ard . In th is case w e sho u ld  h av e  been  
obliged  to  leave the  baggage an d  save ourselves across th e  Alai 
m ountains and  la ter perhaps have it sen t across th e  pass of Ten- 
gisbai to  M argelan. B ut fo rtuna te ly  w e found  an o th er tro u p  of



Kirghiz encam ped in the  ruins of one  of the old clay-fortresses 
from  the tim e of the K okand K hans; its nam e w as K urgan, and  it 
had  been built b y  K hudayar Khan.

I really felt unable to  ride any  farther and  m ade H am rakul agree 
w ith  the Kirghiz tribe to  convey us from  here due north  across the 
pass of Tengisbai to  the tow n of M argelan  w hich was the nearest 
place, and  if I w ere n o t able to  ride the next day, a K irghiz 
d jigit w as to  ride alone to  the Russian G overnor and ask him  to  
arrange for a caravan to  bring us northw ard . M y supply  of m oney  
had  nearly run  short and all that w as left was in B okharan or 
A fghan coin w hich the Kirghiz w ould  n o t receive. O nce across 
the Alai m ountains, across the pass of Taldyk, on the w ay tow ards 
the  tow n  of O sh , and w e had n o th in g  to  fear, for here there  are 
alw ays Kirghiz, and the latter knew  b o th  H am rakul and  m yself, 
so that w e could  easily arrange w ith them  for paym ent after our 
arrival at O sh. B ut w e w ere to  be m ore fortunate than w e ex­
pected. In the  evening I w ashed the  w ound  on m y arm  w ith  a 
strong  solution of carbolic acid and sm eared the w hole arm  w ith 
boric vaseline, sw allow ed a good  dose of quinine, and  having 
slept w rapped  in  som e blankets in  the  open  air, I aw oke quite 
well the next day, so tha t I dared to  go  on w ith the m arch in 
the Alai steppe further east to  reach the pass of Taldyk. T he Kir­
ghiz w ho had supplied horses w ou ld  later on com e to  O sh  to 
get their m oney  and  prom ised to  take care tha t we crossed Alai 
w ith their ho rses in case w e should  n o t happen  to  m eet ano ther 
Kirghiz family w ho could give us new  ones. W e rode an d  rode 
an  endless tim e on the yellow  steppe , b u t n o b o d y  w as to  be 
seen ; it began  to  snow  and  soon  the steppe w as so like the  m oun ­
tains all ro u n d  that only the  K irghiz guides knew  w here we 
w ere. W e m ade a short halt to  fill som e sacks and  saddle-flaps 
and  even o u r pockets w ith dry  dung , as w e could n o t find m ore 
fuel for the passage of A lai, and after having been  in the  saddle 
alm ost un in terrup ted ly  over 11 D anish  miles w e reached a small 
river, K aska-su, stream ing dow n from  the neighbourhood  of the 
pass of T aldyk  into the Kizil-su. H ere  w e stayed during  the 
n igh t in the snow , and our Kirghiz gu ide found another delayed 
K irghiz caravan from  w hich w e g o t new  horses. W ith these we 
passed  the A lai chain in incessant snow -storm s. The horses w aded  
in snow  to  the  belly, and  som e of ou r people always h ad  to  
w alk in fron t to  find o u t the pa ths in  the snow  w ith  som e



te n tp o le s ; it  is little less th an  m arvellous tha t n o b o d y  fell dow n 
in to  th e  precipices. It to o k  us from  the 28 th  of S ep tem b er to  
th e  1st of O ctober to  cross A lai, w hereas norm ally  it takes bu t 
12 h o u rs  in  sum m er. T he ten ts  w ere buried  in  sn o w  in the 
n ig h t, b u t w ith  the  Kirghiz as o u r gu ides, b o th  w e an d  they  
w ith  the ir w ives and  children g o t over safe and  so u n d , a lthough 
M irza believed  m any times th a t he w as pray ing  his last p rayer 
in the snow .



T H E  B O K H A R A N  L E V E L  C O U N T R Y  

S T E P P E  B O K H A R A

R I V E R S  A N D  R I V E R - B A S I N S

T
H E  Serafshan, the artery  of the ancient Em ir residences, Sam ar­
kand  and  B okhara, now  disappears in the  sands like the  K ashka 

D arya; possibly, it form erly jo ined  th e  A m u D arya as its tributary , 
ju d g in g  from  th e  direction of one of its arm s north  of the  tow n 
of B okhara; b u t as far back as our historical know ledge goes, con ­
ditions w ere practically the  same as now , for w e know  from  the 
G reek-R om an historians and  geographers b y  w hom  it is given the 
nam e of P olytim etus running  o u t into O xiana palus w hich m ust be 
considered as the  p resen t g roup  of salt-lakes of D engis (Sea), east 
of the desert of Sundukly  on the A m u D arya, tha t m ore than 
tw o  thousands years ago it ended  in the desert w ithout reaching 
the O xus.

A s the Serafshan (The G old  Strew er, Saraf =  Exchanger) creates 
such m agnificent oases as Sam arkand and  B okhara in the  m idst of 
barren  deserts, p o o r steppes and  naked  m ountains, oases, w hich 
have always been  centres of culture in Mid-Asia, it is no  w onder 
th a t the sto ry  of these  regions is associated  w ith the river, tha t 
th e  scenery of legends, traditions, m yths, fairy-tales and  fables is 
laid abou t such  a m iraculous stream , on  w hose banks thousands 
and  thousands of people have found  their food, rested in the  shade 
of the  huge elm s and  m ulberry-trees, founded  kingdom s, raised 
th rones and  overth row n them .

O n  the low er and  m iddle Serafshan the  Iranian people had 
their principal seat, here lived the flow er of the historically original, 
sedentary  agricultural nations of M id-A sia, as appears from  the fact 
tha t the M acedonian invasion under A lexander the G reat here m et



th e  m o st s tubbo rn  resistance. In th is old hom e .of th e  Iranians, 
S u g h d h a , p robab ly  em bracing  th e  oases of S am arkand  an d  B okhara , 
w hich w as called S ughudha b y  th e  Persians and  w as m en tioned  
im m edia te ly  after C horasm ia and  Bactria in the long  inscrip tion  of 
D arius, cu ltu re sp rang  up  from  th e  fertile loess soil. In S ughdha, 
S o g d  o r S ogd iana  w as th e  to w n  of M aracanda, in  the  C h inese  Sui- 
A nnals called K ’ang, the  p resen t S am arkand  (The te rm ination  “ k a n d ” 
m ust be  in te rp re ted  as tow n  in  ana logy  w ith, for instance, T ash k en t 
(The S to n e  T ow n), and  the  w o rd  S am arkand  is possib ly  an abbrev ia­
tio n  of A sam arkand , the  fortified to w n  o r cam p). S o g d ian a  ex tended  
as  far as th e  Yaxartes (Syr D arya) w hich served as a line of defence 
against the  tu rbu len t tribes, Scyth ians and  Sakes. T he S erafshan  w as 
called K ohik  b y  the Persians, and  its valley is extolled  as a v e ry  
parad ise  b y  th e  A rab co n q u e ro rs ; and it is so to  a certain 
ex ten t, also from  a m ore so b e r p o in t of view, its g lo ry  being  
considerab ly  set off by  the  g rea t con trast w ith  the su rro u n d in g  ste ­
rile deserts.

In the  A vesta  (V enidad, B undehesh  and  M inokhired) the  A iryana 
vae ja  (The C radle of M ankind  o r p roperly  speak ing  T h e  P lace of 
R esidence of the Iranians) is possib ly  laid at the  p resen t K uhistan  
(The M oun ta inous C ountry) ro u n d  S am arkand, b u t b y  th is  m ay also 
h av e  been  m ean t F erghana o r as above  m en tioned  P am ir or the  
E lburs m oun ta ins on the C aspian ; the latter is the  m o re  p robab le  
hypo thesis. B ut like o u r ow n parad ise the A iryana vaeja in th e  
A vesta w as no  distinct coun try , b u t a fairy-land ad o rn e d  by  the 
A vesta peop le  w ith all possible sp lendours , n o t destitu te , how ever, 
of different plagues. M inokh ired  says th a t O rm uzd  has created  
A iryana vaeja m ore pleasing than  all o ther lands and  p laces o f re­
sidence, here  people live to  be  3 0 0  years old, suffering an d  illness 
d o  n o t occur, lies and  frauds are  unknow n, m en do n o t sigh or 
w eep, and  desire and  covetousness have no  pow er o v er them . 
T hose w ho  as I have lived fo r y ears  am ong  the  p re se n t Iranians 
can n o t w onder, how ever, th a t th e y  w ere deprived  of th is paradise. 
If, as is th e  op in ion  of som e au tho rs , D atja  is th e  nam e of the  
A vesta for the  Serafshan, it is possib le tha t the D a tja  m ust be 
considered  as the  tribu tary  of the  Serafshan, the  river on  w hose  
banks the  h om e of P orushaspa, the  father of Z ara thustra  is sa id  to  
have s tood . B ut all these tales are m yths w hich have had  excel­
len t hom es in  the secluded  valleys o r oases on ly  co nnected  by  
difficult m oun ta in  or desert ro ad s ; fo r bey o n d  th e  m iracu lous effect 
p ro d u ced  b y  the Serafshan in  irrigating th e  loess soil it has n o t



contribu ted  to  the  g row th  of in tercourse betw een the Iranians, as 
from  tim e im m em orial it has been  unnavigable , and has h indered  
com m unication b y  the  raging w aters of its upper and partly  of its 
m iddle course and b y  its inundations. O nly  above Sam arkand is 
tim ber floated dow n  into the  level coun try  from  the m ountains. It 
is bu t a sm aller p a rt of the river w hich now  belongs to  the  Em ir­
a te of B okhara , nam ely a part of its m iddle and low er course, 
and the R ussians are on the  po in t of cu tting  off this arte ry  of Bo­
khara by  the  steadily  increasing draw  on  the w ater supp ly  caused 
by  the ex tension  and  colonization of the fertile oasis of Sam ar­
k and ; it is, in deed , often difficult to  g e t sufficient w ater for the 
fields of Bokhara.

A lthough  the  Serafshan runs now  alm ost totally outside the  ter­
rito ry  of B okhara of to-day, being  directly o r indirectly under the 
sw ay of Russia, w e shall here give a sho rt description of its course. 
R ising in the  so-called M atsha district and  here called M atsha by 
the natives, if is, even in its very  beg inn ing , w here it issues from  
the ice-gates of the Serafshan glaciers, an im posing river difficult 
of passage. F ro m  the right and the  left affluents from  the  Rama 
and  Yarkhitsh glacier pour their w aters into its stream  w hich has 
now  m ainly a w estern  direction w ithou t any  curves w orth  speaking  
of. T he end  of its upper course m ay be se t a t P andshaken t (The 
F ive Tow n), th e  length  of it being  som e 250  kilom etres. O n  this 
stretch  its w hole course falls in the m oun ta inous coun try  of Kuhi- 
stan w here its valley is inhabited and  cultivated alm ost up  to  the 
perpe tual snow . Its m iddle course m ay be said to  term inate at 
K erm ineh and  has a length  of abou t 2 3 0  kilom etres. H ere it flows 
th ro u g h  the  oasis of Sam arkand w hich it irrigates th rough  num ber­
less branches an d  channels as far as w est of K atta K urgan (Large 
F ortress) in Russian, and  then  B okharan territory. A t the tow n  of 
K erm ineh the  river passes the last spurs of the m ountains on  its 
left bank, now  entering  the  level coun try  and  beginning its low er 
course w hich u p  to  the  m ost easterly lake-basin a t K arakul has a 
length  of som e 170 kilom etres, the  aggregate length of the  river 
thus being ab o u t 650  kilom etres.

Its rise in th e  Serafshan glaciers is according to  the Russian 
m easurem ents at an altitude of 2 7 0 4  m etres, and  at P andshaken t 
its height above sea-level is 975  m etres, w hich m eans a fall of 1729 
m etres o r a fall of 7 — 8 m etres in  1 kilom etre. T he fall of its 
u p p er course is, how ever, som ew hat greater, a t least 8  m etres in  1 
kilom etre. K erm ineh has an  altitude of ab o u t 295  m etres above sea-



level, th e  fall of its m iddle cou rse  thus being  6 8 0  m etres or ab o u t 
3  m etres in 1 k ilom etre. O n  its low er course th e  fall stead ily  d e ­
creases, un til th e  river van ishes a t last in the fens.

T he Serafshan  receives num berless sm aller tribu taries from  the 
S erafshan  m oun ta in s, the  T urkestan  range and  the  H issa r chain, 
th o se  from  the  south , the Y aghnau o r Y aghnob-Fan, M aidan , V oru- 
K shu t an d  A ksu-Shink-M aghian-D arya being  the  p rincipal, and  on 
alm ost all affluents as w ell as in th e  m ain valley ag ricu ltu re  is co n ­
ducted  b y  m eans of artificial irrigation. It is, how ever, especially  on  
leaving th e  m oun ta ins th a t th e  Serafshan calls fo rth  a parad isic  oasis, 
the  m ain centre of cu ltu re of C en tra l Asia, the oasis o f S am arkand , 
the  residence of T im ur and  the  favourite residence of the  form er 
B okharan  E m irs w here they  received  the  oath  of allegiance o n  the  
s tone of K ök Tash (The G reen  o r  B lue S tone), w h ere  th e  clim ate 
w as finer, th e  sum m er hea t less oppressive than  at B okhara  w hich 
is s ituated  m uch low er than  Sam arkand, and  w here th e  sigh t of snow - 
clad m oun ta ins in the  east and  sou th  w as m uch m o re  en ticing  than  
th a t afforded  b y  the su rround ings of B okhara. E v ery  v isito r to  
S am arkand  takes w ith him  the  m em ory  of a v e ry  fertile , w ell irri­
g a ted  landscape. T he soil consists of loess the  s tra ta  o f w hich  are 
here  and  the re  relieved b y  redd ish  sand ; in som e p laces the  loess 
has a d ep th  of abou t 3 0  m etres. T h rough  num berless river arm s 
and  canals, am ong w hich m ay  be nam ed the D argam  canal, the 
w ater is spread  over the fields p ro d u c in g  luxurian t g rass, corn-fields 
and  gardens. Passing  from  th e  p resen t railw ay-station to  th e  tow n , 
a d istance of abou t 3 k ilom etres , one  traverses sh a d y  avenues of 
elm s, pop la rs  and  acacias. S een  from  the m ou n ta in s th e  oasis 
stands ou t like a g reen  w o o d  con trasting  strong ly  w ith  th e  yellow ish  
steppe  in sum m er. F ield  is beside field, garden  bes ide  garden , and  
the w a te rs , w hich the  loess g ives a yellow ish co lour, are every ­
w here fringed  b y  splendid  sh ad y  trees. In the R ussian p a rt of the  
tow n  the irrigation  canals on  each side of the av enues m ake elm s, 
p latanes, pop la rs and  acacias sh o o t up w ith  incredible haste  so  tha t 
one  drives th ro u g h  a real w o o d  of foliferous trees. In th e  fields 
th rive to b acco , pum pkins, m elons, four sorts of w h ea t, barley, 
du rra  and  lucerne, n o t to  speak  of rice and  co tto n , to g e th e r  w ith 
the  silk cu ltu re , p robably  th e  fu tu re  of S am arkand . In th e  native 
tow n, ro u n d  th e  m agnificent bu ild ings of T im ur, th e  m o sques, m e- 
dresses and  m ausolea covered  w ith  encrusted  tiles, th e re  is a luxu ­
riant g ro w th  of huge m ulberry -trees, black and  w h ite , especially 
the la tter along  roads and  channels. The delicious w hite  fruits



т а к е  the crow ns look  as if they  w ere  sprinkled w ith large spring 
snow -flakes, and  in the gardens are all sorts of fruits: alm onds, 
cherries, app les, pears, peaches, ap rico ts, plum s, grapes etc ; in 
sp ring  and  in th e  fruit-season the w hole oasis is full of perfum e.

The m ost fertile and  m ost th ickly popu la ted  part of the Seraf­
shan district is the oasis of M ian-kal o r M ian-kul (The F ru it Lake 
o r F ru it Hole), form erly one of the principal G overnm ents o r  T um en 
of the E m irate and  adm inistrated b y  a B eg under the Em ir. A 
little above w here the river is crossed b y  the post-road from  Sa­
m arkand  to  T ashkent, it divides into tw o m ain arms, the northerly  
or the  m ain river called A k-darya (W hite River), the southern  Kara- 
darya (Black River). These tw o arm s after separating abou t 20  kilo­
m etres, again m eet at C hatyrshy  no t far from  the  Russian frontier, 
and  the island w hich is thus form ed b y  the Serafshan and  w hich is 
ab o u t 100 kilom etres long, is called M ian-kal or -kul. Loess occurs 
here everyw here, there  is p len ty  of w ater, and ow ing to  these  tw o 
circum stances the  island is very  fertile. N o t a b it of land is left 
un tilled , the w hole te rrito ry  is traversed by  channels, in the island 
derived  to tally from  the K ara-D arya, those from  the A k-darya 
w atering  the  te rrito ry  north  of the river. T he considerable tow n 
of K atta-K urgan sou th  of the K ara-darya w hich still contains an 
A rab colony  from  the tim e of the A rab  invasion, is supplied with 
w ater from  a m ain channel, N arupai, w hich flows past the northern  
walls of K atta K urgan  and  disappears in  pools a little w est of Siah- 
eddin . A fter the  confluence of the  K ara- and  A k-darya ab o u t 50 
kilom etres farther dow n on the river is the  oasis of K erm ineh w ith 
the  capital tow n  of the sam e nam e, the  favourite w inter residence 
of the  p resen t Em ir. This oasis is irrigated b y  small lateral canals 
cu t from  the  river. The Serafshan is here a steppe river, flowing 
slow ly th rough  a broad  depression w hich the eye can trace every­
w here from  the railw ay as a reed- and  rush-grow n belt the northern  
b o u n d ary  of w hich- is form ed b y  a range of villages su rrounded  
b y  gardens, a t som e distance looking  like so m any small groves.

T he Serafshan now  runs on w estw ard and  south-w estw ard, from 
K erm ineh send ing  one arm  tow ards the north-w est w hich disappears 
in S hor Kul (The Salt lake) in the desert of Kizil Kum . A lm ost 
half-w ay betw een  K erm ineh and  B okhara the  drifting sands of the 
desert go  quite dow n to  the  northern  b ank  of the Serafshan, b u t 
then  the  river again calls fo rth  an oasis from  G ish-duvan to  Ak 
K am ysh (W hite Reeds), of a length  of abou t 85 kilom etres and
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a b rea d th  of abou t 34 k ilom etres , and  here is B okhara  w ith  its 
n u m e ro u s  villages, w atered  b y  th e  northern  curve of th e  Serafshan  
and  canals led  across the fields from  the river. F inally  at K ara K ul 
(Black Lake) w here the  river m akes its last v igo rous effort it irri­
g a tes th e  oasis of Kara K ul and  som e small villages, a n d  th en  d isap ­
pears in  th e  w est in the m o v in g  sands w ithou t effecting a junc tion  
w ith  the  A m u D arya; the  m o st ex trem e b ranch  reaches K hodsha 
D av le t, a sh o rte r one ends in  the  lake of Y alang K ul, a t high 
w ater sen d in g  a sm aller cou rse  dow n  into the dep ressions of the  
d esert of S unduk ly , in  th e  often  m en tioned  te rrito ry  of lakes of 
D en g is  (Sea), now  consisting  of th ree  salt-lakes one so u th  of the  
o ther, th e se  bear the nam es of S ungu r K ul, K aranga K ul and  
D en g is ; th e  la tter is abou t 15 kilom etres long. W e shall la ter 
recur to  th e  oasis of th e  to w n  of B okhara.

T h e  A m u  D a r y a  f ro m  K e li f  to  i t s  l e a v in g  B o k h a r a n  T e r r i ­
t o r y .  W h en  th e  A m u D arya has issued from  th e  hills n ea r Kelif, its 
stream  is n o  longer restric ted  b y  the  walls of the  m oun ta in s. Like 
a m igh ty  s te p p e  river w hose  w ate rs p roduce  no  so u n d  o r noise , it 
flow s w ith o u t receiving one single tribu tary  th ro u g h  deserts  from  
w hich  it ex to rts habitable oases or, to  p u t it m ore exactly , it p rev en ts  
fo rm ing  of deserts o n  its banks, until finally, exhausted  b y  th e  c o n ­
stan t dem an d s m ade u p o n  its w ate rs  and  the im m ense ev ap o ra tio n  
in sum m er, it sends, tired  an d  lazy, its last d ro p s  in to  the  A ral.

In th e  G enesis it is said th a t th e  second  of the fo u r rivers w hich 
ro se  in  E d en  w as “ G ih o n ” w hich em braced  th e  w ho le  co u n try  of 
“ K us” . T his river is identified  w ith  the V akshu  of th e  S anskrit 
b o o k s  and  th e  O xus of th e  G reeks (in the  n am e of th e  river 
“V ak h s” th e  old nam e of O xus is still reta ined) w hich  fo rm ed  th e  
fron tier be tw een  Bactriana (Balkh) an d  S ogd iana (B okhara  an d  S a ­
m arkand), and  on w hich m an y  Ind ian  w ares w ere carried  d o w n  to  
the  H y rk an a  S ea (Strabo); it is also identified  w ith  th e  D jih u n  o r 
Y ihun o r D shaihun  of the  A rabs (the latter also called th e  S y r 
D arya J ih u n , and  to  th is th e ir  actual dom in ion  ex ten d e d  in sp ite  
of raids m uch  farther east), w ith  the  B iano (A m u) o r  V iadm e of 
G onzales de C lavyjos (the e n v o y  of H en ry  the T hird  of C astile to  
T im ur in  Sam arkand), one of th e  rivers w hich  flow  from  parad ise , 
and  w ith  th e  A m u D arya  or river A m u of the  T u rk ish  nations, 
w hich is sa id  to  have been  called after th e  o ld  to w n  of A m u jy  o r 
A m ulje situated  on its left bank . A ccord ing  to  th is its nam e shou ld  
m ean  th e  river on the  fortress w hich  I, how ever, co n s id er im pro-





bable. T h a t a river of the  im m ense length  of the  A m u sho u ld  have 
been  nam ed  after one tow n  and  the  nam e then  rem ain  th ro u g h  
all tim e is m ore than  problem atic. In the P ersian  b o o k s  O xus is 
called V eh-rud , in the earliest Islam itic h istory  it is called A l-N ahr 
(The River), so tha t M avaralnahr (B eyond the River) shou ld  m ean 
T ransoxania. In U sbegic b o o k s  it is called B ilkandi frindin . D u rin g  
m y jo u rn ey s  here an U sbeg  from  K hiva explained to  m e th a t the  
w o rd  A m u  m eant som eth ing  like silly or thoughtless, th is nam e 
being  due  to  its irregular course, the  m oving  sand  banks and  its 
m oving  tow ards the  ea st, b u t for th is in terp re ta tion  th e  U sbeg  
is responsib le. T he river form ed the b o u n d ary  be tw een  the realm s 
of M inokh ired  and  Afrosiab, Iran and  Turan. A lexander th e  G reat 
and  T im ur have cam ped on  its banks, the  A rab invasion  b ro u g h t 
Islam  across its w aters into th e  heart of Asia, the h o rd es  of Jengh is  
K han have traversed  its w aves like som e tim e th e  C hristian  m is­
sionaries, w hose  doctrine h ad  a firm  footing  in the  coun tries bo th  
o n  its righ t and  left banks. T im ur built a b ridge across it at 
C harju i an d  N adir Shah  at Kelif. B o th  of them  w ere  p o n to o n - 
bridges, an d  rem ains of th e  prim itive structure of the  la tte r are still 
seen  a t Kelif. N ow  m odern  railw ay-trains cross th e  historical river 
a t C harju i on  the  new  iron-b ridge of the  Russians b y  w hich the 
o ld  w o o d en  bridge, so familiar to  m e and to  m any  o th e r travellers 
a t th e  end  of the  19th century , w as replaced in 1899.

N ear Kelif the A m u D arya  assum es a no rth -w estern  direction 
w hich it reta ins m ainly up  to  th e  A ral lake m aking  su d d en  bends 
on ly  a t Eldjik, N arkisht Kala and  P itn iak ; ow ing to  its b road , even  
an d  slow  course and  the  m any  flat m ud islands in  connection  w ith 
th e  flat banks it generally  looks m ore  like a vast in u n d a tio n  than  
a river. T he b o undary  of its left bank  is fo rm ed b y  the desert 
o f K ara K um  (Black Sand) from  th e  ou tle t of the V akhs to  Khiva, 
th e  te rrito ry  o n  the  righ t bank  from  Kelif to  Surkhi op p o site  to  the 
to w n  of K erki being  steppe alternating  w ith  several cultivated spo ts 
an d  small kishlaks. B ut here the  drifting sands begin, s tre tch ing  as 
far as th e  A ral and  delim iting th e  reed  w oods of the la tter in the 
delta land  of the  A m u. T hese belts of desert w here o n e  w ades in 
m ov ing  sand  up to  o n e ’s neck  are, how ever, fringed  b y  arable 
a n d  cu ltivated  land practically all a long  the river, and  on ly  on  the 
stre tch  from  Eldjik to  the  fron tier of K hiva are the re  no  inhabited  
reg ions. S om e nam es on  th e  m aps m ight, indeed , suggest the 
existence of kishlaks, b u t th ey  on ly  indicate B okharan  forts, w hose 
garrisons are often  changed, o r ru ins of fo rm er castles, th e  w itnesses
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of life, agency  and  fights in  tim es past am ong  the  d ifferen t peop le  
living here . H ere are long  oases covered  w ith grass, 3 — 5 m etres 
high, an d  w ith  thick copse, th e  h au n t of the  w ild boar. T hese 
generally  im penetrab le thickets consist of tam arisk, w ild  olive, p o ­
plar, h ippophae , licquorice ro o t and  w hite shining ha lim odendron . 
T hese  oases of jungle and  g rasses w here o n e ’s clo thes are  stripped  
off o n  try in g  to  force o n e ’s w ay  th rough  them , are th e  h au n t of 
the  w ild  boar, w ho leaves the  th ickets to  w elter in  th e  m ire, and 
th ey  shelter m any  pheasants, deer and  antilopes; a few  tigers m ay 
also ap p ear n o w  and  then. T hese stretches are n o t deso late  now , 
som e nom adizing  Kirghiz and  U sbegs w ith  their sm all h e rd s  living 
here  in felt ten ts  and m at houses.

E lsew here along  the river the  m o n o to n y  of the  w ide, flat m ea­
d ow s an d  reed- and  rush-grow n fens is relieved b y  co p ses of w il­
low , poplar, cam elthorn, tam arisk  and  salt-w orts w here  num erous 
bee-eaters, rollers and  falcons are busy , by  yellow  hills of m oving  
sand  w hich flies like foam  from  the tops on  the  b low ing  of the 
w ind , and  enlivened b y  m yriads of lizards and  a few  sm all g rey  
snakes, fu rther b y  the cultivated oases w atered  b y  very  d eep  canals 
c u t ou t from  the  river.

In on ly  a few  places have the  settlem ents the  character of tow ns, 
excep t K erki an d  Charjui. T h e  few  houses and  farm s, th e  larger 
of w hich are often small fo rtresses w ith  walls and  tow ers w here  
th e  inhabitan ts once to o k  refuge from  the  T u rkom ans o n  th e  left 
bank, are  d o tte d  ab o u t o n  th e  river banks each of th em  d ep en d en t 
o n  its irrigation canal from  th e  river.

O n  th e  righ t bank, from  Kelif a b o u t 80 kilom etres dow nw ards, 
th e  te rrito ry  is rather fertile an d  w ell cultivated, an d  from  here 
farther d o w n  on  the left bank  th e re  is a belt abou t 10 to  12 kilo­
m etres b ro ad  w ith  well tilled fields w atered  b y  canals w hich are 
fringed  b y  large poplars and  m ulberry-trees. The rem ainder of the  
r ig h t b ank  to  alm ost as far as the  in tersection  of the  railw ay w ith  
th e  river, is p o o r; as a rule the  d esert dunes go d o w n  to  the  river 
be tw een  the few  cultivated oases, b u t o n  reaching F arab  cultivated 
oases again  occur w hose kishlaks are shaded  b y  h uge  elm s, p o p ­
lars, m ulberry-trees and  aprico ts as far as Eldjik, a sm all oasis tow n, 
w ith  an  A rab  colony  subject to  th e  B eg in K avakly o n  the  left 
bank . H ere  th e  B eg resides in  T u rp ak  Kala (The C lay F ortress). 
A t F arab  th e  land is tilled, w hich  is said to  be  due to  a canal dug  
b y  M ussaffar E ddin  A bdul K han, the  father of the p re se n t Em ir; 
th e  well bu ilt houses situated  here  afford  striking con trast w ith  those



Betw een H azar-asp and the Amu D a ry a. Wood of E ria n th u s  R a v e n n a e .

Next to the ground G ly cy rrh iza  g la b re . In the foreground to the right a sm all Tam arix  b u s li.



seen farther east at K arakul. B etw een  the tw o la tter oases appear 
th e  shifting sands of the  desert w hose  eastern  b o u n d a ry  is at Ka- 
rum bai. O u tside  the oasis a t F arab  the  river b ank  is richly g row n  
w ith  ru shes; im m ediately sou th  of the  railway the b an k s are  low, 
sw am py, m eadow like, som etim es qu ite  devoid  of vege ta tion , only  
a little farther up  the righ t b ank  of the river is a low  ran g e  of hills.

A t the  in tersection  of the  railw ay w ith the river on  th e  left bank  
v ery  fertile reg ions are m e t w ith ; here  is the old B okharan  tow n  of 
C harjui w here  a B eg resides in  a vast old castle. T he g rea te r  part 
of the  left b an k  com es under the  rule of th is Beg, one  of th e  h ighest 
in rank  in B okhara. H ere is also the  Russian tow n  of C harju i, the 
station of th e  A m u D arya flotilla. A rriv ing from  th e  w est from  
the T ranscasp ian  sterile, m ov ing  sands of Kara K um  betw een  M erv  
and  C harjui, the  surround ings of the  latter afford an exceedingly  
p leasan t sight. As far as the  eye reaches northw ard , th e  fertile 
loess oasis is everyw here well irrigated. U ntil n o rth  of the  tow n  
of D eh -nau  fields and  gardens in  abundance are seen, b u t ju s t no rth  
of th is po in t, the cultivated land  again narrow s considerab ly , and  
th e  hills of m oving  sands appear, flat, low  banks g ro w n  w ith  huge 
m asses of tam arisk only  attain ing  a slight heigh t o r  the  above 
nam ed  jung le  o r a few rush-grow n stretches. In the oasis of Charjui-' 
D eh-nau  live U sbegs and  a few  K arakalpaks and  at th e  ou tly ing  
edge of the  desert in the w est, w here  the te rrito ry  of B okhara 
ceases, nom adize A ta- and E rsari-T urkom ans w ho live in ten ts. T he 
reg ion  n o rth  of Charjui like o th e r tracts on the  river already  m en ­
tioned  have p roperly  speaking  no  tow ns. T he houses are sp read  
o v er the  cultivated fields, thus D eh-nau  covers 2 5  kilom etres. T he 
cen tre is the  bazar and  a fortress; nearly every  house  is a sepa­
rate fortress, the  rich having  tow ers on  their houses, w here  fo r­
m erly and , indeed, even now  at tim es a guard  (Karaul) w as placed 
to  an nounce  the  approach  of the  raid ing (A lam an) T u rkom ans. By 
m eans of an  alarm-bell the inhabitan ts w ere called in to  th e  fortress 
and  the houses w here they  arm ed them selves w ith their m atchlocks.

T he river area of the  A m u D arya  is calculated to  be 3 0 8 ,8 0 4  
square  k ilom etres, its fall from  Kelif to  C harjui is 6 7  m etres, and  from  
C harjui to  its ou tle t it has a fall of on ly  abou t 50 m etres, th u s  a 
com paratively  slight fall. T he b read th  of the  river varies v e ry  m uch, 
partly  ow ing  to  the different seasons, partly  to  the  te rrito ry . H av ing  
a t Kelif a b read th  of only  a b o u t 4 0 0  m etres, it sw ells a t K erki to  
som e 3 kilom etres and at K ultak w here the banks are exceedingly  
flat and  low  to  abou t 5 kilom etres. A t C harjui its b rea d th  a t the
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dry  season  is said to  dw indle to  a b o u t 600  m etres for th e  m ain 
arm , b u t here  it consists of 3  arm s separated  b y  m ud- a n d  sand- 
islands, in u n d a ted  in the  early  sum m er and  g iv ing  th e  river a 
b read th  of ab o u t 3 kilom etres an d  farther no rth  of ab o u t 4  kilo­
m etres; everyw here  it conveys th e  im pression of a  h u g e  b ro ad  
w ater-w ay, b ro k en  into arm s b y  innum erable islands.

T he d ep th  of the  river varies from  Vs to  9  m etres, in  som e 
places, how ever, m uch greater dep th s of ab o u t 21 m etres have 
been  so u n d ed . In M ay the river beg in s to  rise, in Ju ly  th e  w ater 
is at its h ighest, th en  it falls until O ctober, b u t after su d d e n  heavy  
sp ring  d o w n p o u rs  a rise often takes place, thus in A pril 1896  w hen  
I passed  th e  A m u D arya for the first tim e it w as o n e  und iv ided  
river at C harju i. A t h ighw ater the  river overflow s its banks, often 
several k ilom etres into the coun try , an d  som etim es it even  en ­
croaches u p o n  th e  tow ns of the  oases w hose fields suffer m uch  from  
the inunda tion . T he grea test destruc tion  is, how ever, caused  by 
th e  collapse of the  irrigation canals w hich becom e filled w ith  m ire 
and  sand.

C haracteristic features in  th e  A m u D arya are its m oving , its 
d eposits  of m ud, and  the en o rm o u s evaporation  from  its  surface, 
and , w e m ay add , the m any theo ries  an d  m ore or less h isto ric  facts 
from  w hich  evidence has been  so u g h t for its hav ing  a t one  tim e 
fallen into th e  C aspian Sea.

A ccord ing  to  the law of cu rren t of B aer the  te n d en c y  of the 
A m u D arya like tha t of the  V olga an d  the S yr D arya is to  press 
u p o n  its righ t bank  w hich appears from  the low  flat banks to  the  
left and  the  h igher and  steeper o n  its righ t w here th e  w a te r eats 
continually  in to  th e  land. T he left b ank  form s a b ro ad  alluvial 
plain on w hich  m uch sedim ent has b een  deposited . O bservations 
m ade b y  R ussian engineers for m an y  years show  th a t th e  river 
m oves its cou rse  1 kilom etre to  th e  righ t in  20  years. O w in g  to  
th is shifting river-bed in  connection  w ith  the m ud  deposits  T rans- 
caspia m ust have been  covered  w ith  an  extensive m iry  layer, and  
in th is w ay  th e re  m ust arise a tran sg red ien t freshw ater stratification. 
T he huge  m asses of su spended  m atte r w hich have been  sw ep t a long  
w ith  the  river from  the m oun ta ins in  E ast B okhara, P am ir and  
H indukush , n o t finding a resting-p lace till th ey  reach  th e  A ral sea 
and  the  delta land  are partly  deposited  in the  river-bed  an d  on  
th e  flat banks of the  alluvial district. O n  the left b an k  of th e  river 
is an  alluvial zo n e  w hich  is several k ilom etres broad , trav e rsed  by 
d ry  river arm s and  covered  w ith  reed s and  rushes w hich  form  a



» ff.

"T o g ai"  (w ood) on the right bank of the Amu Darya near K ip tsh ak . The long leaves above the head of Ihe figure to the right are those of P o p u lu s  

d iv e rs ifo lia .  1 he two large trees in the back g ro u n d  are P o p u lu s . The lianalike plant with the sm all white flow ers is Apocynum v en e tu m . N e x t

to the g ro u n d :  G lycyrrh iza  g la b r a .



p re tty  even  transition to  K ara K um . Hills of g rey  sand  rising  here  
and  the re  above  the m uddy  g ro u n d  connect the  latter genetically  
w ith  the  sandy  desert, 300  kilom etres b road , w hose yellow ish  g rey  
sand  hills run  tow ards the sou th -w est over abou t 800  k ilom etres 
to  th e  gate  betw een  the  m oun ta ins of G reat and  Little Balkhan. 
T he sand  dunes of a heigh t of 10— 15 m etres w hich follow  th e  
railw ay from  M erv  to  Charjui are situated  on a sandy  w aste  w hose  
dep th  is 3 0 — 50 m etres o r perhaps m ore, as yellow  d u n e  sand  
has been  fo und  even 4 and  5 m etres below  the surface of th e  
A m u. T he desert, 2 40 ,000  □  kilom etres w ide, has w ith  a d ep th  
of 30  m etres a sand  volum e of 800  cb. kilom etres, a n d  as th e  
sandy  constituen ts from  the  A m u are hardly one th ird  of th e  
m iry  volum e, tw o th irds at the least m ust have been  carried  a long  
b y  the w ind , as will appear from  the description of th e  desert. 
S ound ings in the  b o ttom  of the  river have everyw here show n  a 
layer of qu ite  soft mire of a thickness of abou t 60  centim etres, 
and  a profile of the  river-bed at C harju i m ade b y  R ussian engineers 
b y  m eans of 9 borings revealed  a dep th  of the  m ud  of the  river 
of 10— 2 3  m etres. T he m u d  is a sandy  sedim ent con tain ing  such 
large quantities of m iry  constituen ts th a t the sand is qu ite  insigni­
ficant in com parison.

T he su sp en d ed  m atter carried a long  from  the  m oun ta in s b y  the  
river occasions the form ation of num erous islands, the  la tter beg in ­
n ing  already  to  a less extent w here the  upper stream  of the  river 
is now  and  then  runn ing  m ore  evenly  over a terrace in  its bed, 
thus even  sou th  of Kalai K hum b in D arvas, and  their n u m b er in ­
creases considerably  betw een  the  o u tle t of the  K afirnihan and  Kelif, 
and  from  here  to  the delta on  th e  A ral one  long  island is m et w ith  
beside the  o ther. T he islands consist of m ire or sand, m ore rarely  
the la tter, on ly  few covered  w ith  vegeta tion ; one w hich I visited 
on  travelling  dow n the river from  C harjui to  K hiva w as densely  
g ro w n  w ith  w o o d s, contain ing  quantities of gam e, especially p h ea ­
san ts, elsew here the grea ter p art are grass-grow n and  th e  h om e of 
m any  w aders. A s m ost of these  islands are covered w ith  rem nan ts 
of p lants, th e y  look  as if th ey  w ere firm, b u t one m u st bew are 
of landing  u p o n  them , for one runs the  risk of d isappearing  in 
m u d  u p  to  o n e ’s neck, they  are so soft and  sw am py. A  few  have 
firm b o tto m  and  are used  for g raz ing  b y  the nom ads w ho  carry  
the ir cattle along  in large, strong ly  built canoes (gem a).

T he g rea t m ajority  of the  islands are, how ever, o n e  slush of 
sand  o r clay, devoid  of vege ta tion  and  are a very  troub lesom e
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hindrance to  nav igation; fo r at h igh  w ater an  island is o ften  fo und  
in  an o th er p lace than at low  w ater. A nd  at low  w ater in  sum m er 
th e  d ro u g h t and  im m ense solar radiation dries up the  islands, the 
w ind  catches ho ld  of them  and  rem oves them  to  o th e r p laces w hich 
p reven ts  a m app ing  of the course of the  river for p u rp o ses  of na ­
vigation. B u t for these  perpe tual form ations of m ire islands and  
sand  banks, it w ou ld  be possible to  navigate the  river from  K un­
dus to  th e  A ral, w hile now  it is h ard  w ork  for the  sm all R ussian 
padd le-steam ers to  force a passage from  Kelif to  P etro -A lexand raw sk ; 
som etim es, how ever, the service is ex tended  to  P atta  G usar.

Im m ense quantities of w ate r in the  A m u becom e ab so rb e d  by  
irrigation o r are lost b y  evaporation . F rom  the  elevated valleys of 
V akhan  in  P am ir to  the A ral w ate r is led across num berless oases 
to  fertilize th e  loess, and  the sim ple fact that it has b een  calculated 
th a t the  oasis of K hiva to  be k ep t in tillage requires a surface of 
w ater of a  d ep th  of abou t 6 5  centim etres, of w hich on ly  6— 7  cen ­
tim etres are d u e  to  the d o w npour, show s w hat a p a rt the  w aters 
of the  A m u p lay  in Central Asia, and  it is com prehensib le tha t 
the  river falls lazily in to  the  A ral, and  alm ost exhausted  traverses 
the  last reed- and  rush-thickets w hich are covered  w ith  layers of 
vegetab le substance. A dd  to  th is the  enorm ous loss of w a te r due to  
evapo ra tion  n o t only  from  the flat, b road  river, b u t also from  th e  
canals. A  clear sky and  a b righ t sun  shines u p o n  its stream  often 
th ro u g h  8 m on ths of the  year, the  tem peratu re  of th e  air rises to  
59° C., th a t of the w ater to  28° C., while h o t w inds from  th e  
sand  drifts of the  desert, hea ted  to  ab o u t 6 5 — 70° C ., b low  across 
it, w hich effected in  the  year of 1874— 75, for instance, a lo ss of 
w ater in th e  river of 1280 m illim etres, a quan tity  w hich  m eans 
som ething, even  in an  average d ep th  of 21 m etres.

O w ing  to  th e  m arkedly  continen tal clim ate of C entral A sia w here 
the  w inter tem peratu re  is as low  as th e  sum m er tem p era tu re  is h igh, 
the  O xus freezes in w in ter so  th a t the  caravans are able to  cross 
it on  the  ice. E ven its m ain source, the P an d sh  in P am ir, froze 
du ring  m y  w in ter stay  in  V akhan , G aran  and  S hugnan , and  the  
m asses of ice form ed into w aves an d  crests gave a fixed p ic ture 
of the  m ovem ents described in sum m er b y  the w aters across the 
fragm ents of rock. F rom  K undus to  th e  A ral, except a few  places 
in the  d ese rt w here it freezes on ly  in severe w inters, th e  frozen 
surface becom es a passage-w ay be tw een  the banks. A t K hiva and  
P etro  A lexandrow sk it freezes o v er every  w inter, also a t C harjui, 
bu t the ice is rarely  solid en o u g h  to  su p p o rt general traffic here.



A t Kerki the  cam els cross the  ice even loaded , and  this is also the 
case h igher up  the river. D uring  the ice-drift in spring the  river 
is nearly im passable, at any rate for the  steam ers and  very  perilous 
for the  gem as; a t th is season it form s an alm ost insurm ountable 
h indrance to  in tercourse betw een the banks.

T he num ero u s hypo theses w hich have been advanced of the 
form er fall of the  A m u into the C aspian m ust tem porarily  be closed 
b y  stating th a t th is has been  refuted rather than p ro v ed , although 
the  question  still requires new  pleas p ro  et contra. But a t any 
rate it m ust be taken  for g ran ted  th a t from  tim e im m em orial the 
A ral has been  the evaporating  basin of the  Amu and  Syr. The 
altitude of the  coun try  south-w est of the Aral tells against the 
supposition  th a t the  A m u tu rned  tow ards the Caspian by  th is w ay. 
T he ou tle t into the lake of the S ary  K am ysh (Yellow Reeds) is a  bi­
furcation and the  supposed  form er river-beds here are dry valleys, 
vadies, the occurrence of w hich is due to  sudden dow npours and 
th e  w ind , o r else they  are irrigation canals, as there are ruins of 
buildings etc. on  several of them . T he only  probable outlet in to  
th e  C aspian in  form er tim es seem s, as is the opinion of W alther, 
to  have been betw een  the Balkhan M ounta ins in Transcaspia, bu t as 
the  borings ro u n d  ab o u t here have n o t revealed O xus mire w hich 
th e  river has certain ly  always d ep o s ited , w e m ust w ait until fu ture 
borings g ive u s evidence w hich can p ro v e  w hether or no t it fell 
into the Caspian. F o r  here h istory  fails us, and  the Turkom an 
legends are w orth less as far as th is m atter is concerned.

T here has alw ays been a lively traffic on the  A m u D arya: 
from  B okhara to  India and A fghanistan , from  the land of the 
T urkom ans to  B okhara , from  B okhara to  K hiva and  vice versa, 
and there is hard ly  any  reason to  presum e tha t the m eans of in­
tercourse have n o t been  the sam e so rt of inflated skins and  the 
sam e kind of gem as as those w hich now  navigate the river and 
effect the passage betw een the banks, b u t of these we shall speak 
in another section together w ith the steam  traffic; we shall also deal 
w ith the num erous tom bs w ith their m ausolea and great m any 
o lder and new er castles found along  the river, especially from  
Charjui to  the  A ral; the A m u is no t inferior t o 't h e  Rhine in  ro ­
m ance; on  the  contrary , a voyage on the  A m u is am ong the  m ost 
interesting on earth.



D E S E R T  B O K H A R A

A  th ird  p art of B okhara , th e  north -w esterly  p a rt from  th e  foo t 
of th e  E ast B okharan  m ounta ins, is level coun try  w h ich , as it a p ­
pears from  th e  course of th e  rivers, has its fall tow ards th e  north-w est. 
O f th is th e  eastern  p a rt at th e  fo o t of th e  m oun ta ins is s tep p e : 
K arnap chul (chul m eans s tep p e), stretching to w ard s the  w est 
from  the oases of G usar, K arshi an d  K erm ineh  and  fringed  b y  the 
d esert of S unduk li (S unduk  m eans bag  o r tru n k , in w hich  th ings 
can be kep t, w hether alluding to  th e  rivers being  lost in  th e  desert 
o r to  m en  and  anim als d isappearing  th e re , canno t be dec ided ) on 
th e  A m u  D arya , and  K em irek K um  no rthw est of th e  to w n  of B ok ­
hara , b o th  deserts  parts of the  en o rm o u s desert of Kizil K um  w hich 
w est of th e  spurs of Pam ir an d  T ian-shan fills u p  practically  the 
w hole of th e  level coun try  be tw een  th e  Syr, the  A m u a n d  th e  A ral 
lake, the  easterly  p art of the  A ral C aspian depression.

P ro p e rly  speaking  one  is inclined to  term  the w ho le  level co u n ­
try  of B okhara  ou tside the  w ate red  oases desert; for the  s tep p es  are 
p o o r, o ften  b u t sparingly covered  w ith  grass and  h erb s on  w hich 
feed  in  sp ring  and  au tum n th e  cattle of the  U sbegs and  B okharized  
E rsari T u rkom ans, nom adizing  here , w hereas in th e  w arm  sum ­
m er th e y  m ust rem ove in to  the  m ountains. W e have h ere  to  do 
w ith  several sorts of steppes, thus th e  loess steppe, th e  sterile clay 
s tep p e , th e  sand  steppe , the  salt steppe and  th e  s to n e  steppe. 
T he sterile clay s tep p e , b y  th e  native te rm ed  takyr, is qu ite  unfit 
for veg e ta tio n ; large bare , b lu ish  g rey  sp o ts  are in  sum m er firm 
as clay-floors o n  w hich the  heav iest artillery w ou ld  b e  able to  drive, 
o r  in the  w e t season  an inaccessible quagm ire a lm ost im passable 
for beasts of bu rden . In the  salt steppes the  crystals sh ine ou t 
am ong  scarce g rass , m aking th e  trave lle r believe a t so m e d istance 
th a t he  app roaches a lake; these  salt steppes are  often  filled w ith  
fen holes, perilous for the rider, o r  th e  subsoil of a w ho le  sh in ing  
salt p lane consists of bo ttom less fens, as in  several places in  T rans­
caspia. E veryw here in the  valley salt deposits are fo u n d  here  and  
there , o n  th e  rivers becom ing  fens in  the  level co u n try  w here  arti­
ficial irrigation  ceases; and  ow ing  to  th e  rapid  ev ap o ra tio n  of the  
w ater th e  artificial w atering  itself p ro d u ces  fo rm ation  of salt, a p h e n o ­
m enon  v e ry  pern icious to  cultivation. In the  san d  s te p p es  high 
slender g rass  grow s up  soon  after the  m elting of th e  snow  and  
the  fall of th e  spring  rains, b u t as early as the  b eg in n in g  of Ju n e  
the  sco rched  to p s  are sw inging to  and  fro in th e  h o t sum m er w ind ,



and  num erous sand to rnadoes, runn ing  parallel, m ove like cork­
screw s across the  h e a te d , desolate landscape w here the wells 
along  the caravan roads only  yield brackish w ater for quenching 
the thirst of the traveller. In sum m er the singed steppe regions 
afford a picture n o t m uch less desolate than the deserts p roper 
w here the drift sand  whirls. There are nam ely in Central Asia no 
larger deserts, in the  literal sense of the w ord  absolutely devoid  of 
vegetation. B oth  in Kizil K um  and Kara K um  rather considerable 
areas are often covered w ith halim odendron and especially w ith 
halim odendron-am m odendron  or saxaoul. The latter som etim es 
attains' a height of abou t 4  m etres, its roo ts  go very deeply dow n 
into the  g round , and  as its stem  is exceedingly hard  and heavy, it 
affords excellent charcoal. It is therefore m uch sough t b y  the 
natives, its w o o d  being  able to  glow  below  the ashes for 24  hours, 
and  the  Russians are also keenly alive to  its value, as it can be 
used w ith advantage for stopping  the drift sand , and  it m ay p o s ­
sibly be able to  form  w oods in the desert w hich w ould be extre­
m ely w elcom e for the supply  of fuel in Central Asia. T ogether 
w ith  saxaoul different sorts of legum inous plants and umbellifers 
occur.

T he valleys betw een the hills at the  foo t of the m ountains to ­
w ards the east consist of a substratum  of clay covered by  a  m ore 
or less thick layer of quick-sand, in som e places held by  saxaoul, 
tam arisk, cam elthorn and  other shrubs, in o ther regions the desert 
consists of m ovable sand hills. N orth  of the  A m u D arya w e m eet 
w ith a row  of rounded  ridges of lim e-stone, oolith and gravel 
covered  w ith grass and  other vegetation and  relieved by hard  clay 
plains. In these  clay plains are sand hills (barkhans) of no con­
siderable extension, b u t large enough to  absorb the w ater from  all 
the small b rooks tha t run  dow n tow ards the A m u in the w et sea­
son. T he barkhans stretch in a belt along the river from  a little 
sou th  of Kerki to  Charjui and farther north  to  Khiva. Betw een 
Karshi and the  A m u D arya there are only a few scattered sand 
hills; w est of the  oases of Bokhara and  K arakul the barkhans, in ­
creasing in size, approach close to  the river Serafshan w here there 
is only  a narrow  belt of arable soil, and  then  they  run w est and 
no rth  of the oasis of Bokhara. The desert attains its greatest breadth  
at the northern  frontier of Bokhara tow ards Russia w here the  bar­
khans go  straight from  the A m u to  the m ountains of Sussi K aratau 
off K avakly w here the bread th  is abou t 73 kilom etres, a like breadth  
is found south  of the lake of D engiz w here the drift sand reaches
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from  the  A m u to  the  hills of K araul-tau (The W atch Hills) ac ro ss 
w hich the  caravan road  leads from  K arshi to  Bokhara. T he bark h an s 
reach farthest o u t in to  the level co u n try  at B okhara w here a belt 
of sand  hills occurs at a distance of a b o u t 12 kilom etres n o rth  of 
the  tow n . S o u th  of the  railway th e  desert approaches close to  th e  
oasis, and  the oasis of K arakul is su rro u n d e d  b y  desert on all sides. 
T he capital of B okhara w ith its o pen  plain is thus on  all sides, ex ­
cep t the  eastern , encircled b y  th rea ten ing  deserts; its im portance as  
a large com m ercial tow n , w hich it is even  at the  p resen t day, is due  
to  its being  situa ted  on  the road  be tw een  the richest reg ions o f 
E u rope  and  Asia. Its fu ture lo t d ep e n d s  very  m uch u p o n  th e  fur­
ther d eve lopm en t of Sam arkand; if a g rea ter and  greater dem an d  
is m ade u p o n  the w ater of the  Serafshan for th is oasis, drift sand  
around  the  o ld  E m ir tow n  m ay perhaps b u ry  its flow ering oasis as 
has certainly been  th e  case w ith several o thers in  the  B okharan  level 
coun try  w here in  num erous places it appears from  the ru ins o f 
dw ellings, caravansaries, castles and  aqueducts  th a t reg ions n o w  
th inly  pop u la ted  o r  qu ite deso late h av e  form erly know n  b e tte r 
tim es.

T he springs in the  deserts and  the desertlike steppes are co m ­
paratively  few , a lthough  there  is no d o u b t a sufficient am o u n t o f 
w ater in the  subsoil w here the  w ater of su d d en  show ers so o n  soaks 
deep  dow n and  is later on  sheltered from  evaporation  by the lay er 
of sand ; if on ly  peo p le  w ould dig to  g e t w ater, bu t m uch  is in  a  
state of decay  in  Bokhara. T he sp rings are rarely m ore th an  5 
and  6 m etres deep , a  few as m uch again ; in  m ost of them  the 
w ater d o es n o t reach  m ore than  half-w ay up . T heir tem p era tu re  
in m idsum m er is abou t 15° C entig rade w hen  the  tem peratu re  of 
th e  air is 3 8 ° — 4 0 °  C entigrade. In th e  cold  season the w ate r in 
th e  springs is said  to  be w arm , and  it is very  possible th a t to  
som e ex ten t th e y  keep  their degree of hea t from  the sum m er.

L ong  ago  it w as clear th a t the  barkhans, a form ation, w hich is 
typical for th e  deserts  of B okhara , m ust have been  carried h ithe r 
b y  the  w ind , as th ey  are situated on  a solid substra tum  of clay. 
S om etim es the ir occurrence is very  sporad ic , and  it looks as if th e y  
had  been  un lo ad ed  o n , the  solid p la in ; in o ther places th ey  fo rm  
one  con tinuous flat desert. In the  fo rm er case they  do n o t h in d e r 
com m unication  to  any  considerable d eg ree , no  m ore so  than  th a t 
one  can drive in a landau  from  B okhara  th ro u g h  Kizil K um  to  
P etro  A lexandrow sk and from  K arshi to  the  O xus and  B okhara. 
W here th e  sand  hills have been  b low n toge ther to  one  im m ense



Salt desert near B o k h ara . The dike in the centre su rro u n d s a piece of ground which has been irrigated (according to rep o rt but o n ce ). 

The richer vege ta tion  is seen here to the right consisting chiefly of E loropus lffivis; in the autum n w h eat was to be sown h e re . 

To the left the d e se rt, white with salt, with spread vege ta tion  (E loropus and a C h en o p o d iac ^  (1 6 9 0 ) .



sandy  w aste looking , for instance, on  th e  banks of the A m u D ary a  
like an ag itated  sea, stilled as if b y  m agic, the re  the  passage  is 
v e ry  difficult, even  on  camels, especially in the h o t sum m ertim e, 
an d  on  foot, accord ing  to  m y ow n experience, im possible o v er 
ra ther lo n g  stretches.

T he desert has its ow n peculiar charm ; such delicate to n e s  of 
colour, so  gracefully  undulating  surfaces as those form ed b y  the 
fine yellow ish g rey  desert sand  are on ly  seen in  the  desert. B u t 
th e  desert is deso la te  and  terrib le w hen  w ater and  food  is lacking 
an d  w hen  the  b u rn in g  desert w ind  hea ts gun-barrels and  all m etallic 
ob jects so  m uch  th a t one canno t to u ch  them . T he head  becom es 
heavy, th e  brain  w anders, and  hallucinations reduce the  traveller 
into a despera te  sta te  of m ind ; bu t, if one  is m oun ted  on a g o o d  
cam el w ith  w ell filled w ater-bags an d  sufficient p rovisions, du ly  
she lte red  from  th e  beam s of the  sum m er sun  o r the icy co ld  of 
w in ter and  su re  of o n e ’s position, th e  desert affords a b ea u ty  of 
scenery  of th e  h ighest order. D eep , u n b roken  silence reigns in 
th ese  regions, an d  the  hum an soul is e levated  b y  the sight of the  
delicately tin ted  landscape.

T here  is n o  lack of variety  in th e  desert; for it is the  co u n try  
of geographical paradoxes. H ere  are sou rces w ithou t b rooks, rivers 
w ithou t outlets, lakes w ithou t outlet, d ry  valleys, d ry  delta deposits ; 
w andering  here  one  finds one year an  extensive lake, the  nex t y ea r 
it has d isappeared  leaving no  trace, th e re  is no th ing  b u t a  w a te r­
less dep ression ; w e experience a varia tion  of tem peratu re  w hich 
m ay  w ithin  a few  hou rs attain 50° C entig rade , b u t can b e  b o rn e  
w ith o u t any  particu lar inconvenience on  accoun t of the  total d ry ­
ness of th e  air. Som etim es on  a clear and  h o t sum m er d ay  the 
sky  becom es sud d en ly  overcast, so th a t one  believes tha t a  heavy  
show er is a t h an d  w hich is the case, in d eed ; the rain  is seen strea ­
m ing dow n in  th e  h igher layers above  o n e ’s head, b u t it evaporates
lo n g  before it has reached  the sand  of the  desert. T he d isin teg ra ­
ting  action in th e  desert is also v e ry  intense.

W hen the  tem p est occasionally rages across the  desert, all the 
sand  hills reek  like foam  on  a ro u g h  sea; then  it is perilous to  
pass th ro u g h  the desert, and  grea t devasta tions are often occasioned  
in  th e  su rround ing  coun try  w here the  sand  drifts into th e  oases, 
w asting  the  fields, filling the  irrigation canals and  stopp ing  the  traffic 
o n  the  railw ay. W hen  such a sandsto rm  roars over the  d esert and  
hurls its innum erable m asses of quartz grains (the sand  often  co n ­
ta ins ab o u t 70  p e r cen t quartz) against every  h indrance, g rin d in g



S an d y , formerly cu ltivated region near B okhara ( " re h s ä r" ) .  An A stragale (1 6 9 8 ) , A lb ag i c a m e lo ru m , Peganum H o rw al® . L., L y ciu m , Zygophyllum  T a b a g i.



traces are left on  all objects, on  houses, trees, stones, on th e  te le ­
g raph-w ires w hich  in Transcapia h ad  to  be renew ed afte r eleven 
y ea rs ’ use because  the  sandstorm s had  w orn  them  dow n  to  the 
half of the ir orig inal thickness. T he storm  som etim es flings stones 
as large as peas against the train w ith  such force as to  leave traces 
on  th e  faces an d  hands of the passengers and  gives the train  the  ap ­
pearance of hav ing  been  fired u p o n  w ith  shot-gun» for a lo n g  tim e.

In the  form ation  of the m ainland dow ns, the dunes, th e  rivers 
A m u  and  S y r take a g rea t part. E no rm ous m asses of san d y  m ire 
are conveyed  b y  b o th  stream s from  T ianshan, P am ir, H in d u k u J i 
an d  the  E ast B okharan  m ountains m en tio n ed  above. B o th  rivers 
m ove from  th e  south-w est to  the  no rth -east, and  the ir left banks, 
traversed  b y  m any  branched canals and  d ry  ditches attain a b read th  
of som e te n  kilom etres. F rom  M arch till Ju ly  the  w ater rises 3 
m etres, overflow ing  the  bank  for a lo n g  stretch  in to  the  coun try  
w here its san d y  m ire is deposited . O w ing  to  th e  in unda tion  the  
se ttlem ents a re  situated  a g rea t d istance from  the left bank , b u t 
close to  th e  righ t one. A s soon  as the  w ater beg ins to  decrease 
in the  S y r D arya, the  strong  bu rn ing  n o rth  w ind dries up  the  flat 
banks, b low ing  all dust and  m iry particles aw ay in the  sam e w ay  
as corn  is trea ted  in  a th rash ing  m achine w here the  chaff is b low n 
off an d  th e  corn  left behind. T he rem ain ing  cleansed sand  is b low n 
u p  in to  d u n es b y  the  w ind, and  o u t of the  bank  landscape rises 
the  d esert of Kizil K um . W ith a rap id ity  of 20  m etres in  a s to rm y 
day  som e barkhans w ander sou th , b u t the ir average sp e ed  seem s 
to  b e  on ly  6 m etres in the  year; a t all events, th is is th e  ra te  a t 
w hich th e  sand  annually  reaches th e  T ranscaspian railw ay an d  the 
banks of the  A m u  D arya. T he m iry  A m u D arya, w here  th e  right 
b ank  is steep  like th a t of the S yr D arya , d isplaces in 2 0  y ears  its 
steep  bank  1 kilom etre tow ards the  no rth -eas t w hile a p lain th a t 
reaches several kilom etres in to  th e  co u n try  is inundated  every  spring.

T he sand  w hich  forces its w ay  from  the n o rth  in th e  d ese rt of 
Kizil K um  rushes o u t in to  the  A m u ; here it is carried a lo n g  b y  
the h ighw ater of the  stream , is m ixed up  w ith  mire, and  finally it 
is deposited  o n  the  left bank. H ere  th e  sam e p ro ceed in g  takes 
place, and  th e  san d  w anders on to w ard s  the  C aspian sea w here  it 
is in term ingled  w ith  th e  dunes on  th e  lake bank.

T h e  oasis of B okhara is situated  at the  sou thern  ed g e  of th e  
sandy  w aste  th a t covers an area of ab o u t 1800 square  m iles from  
the  S y r D ary a  to  the  A m u D arya and  from  the  S erafshan  to  the  
Aral. A cco rd ing  to  the  observations of Russian engineers th e  crests





of the  du n es  w ander in w in ter 12 m etres northw ard  and  in sum ­
m er 18 m etres tow ards the  south , the aggregate m ovem en t of the  
sand  th u s  b e in g  6 m etres tow ards the  sou th  in the  year.

T he solid  g rey  clay g ro u n d  here  becom es covered  w ith  loose 
yellow  drift sand , b u t the sand  district does n o t end  in th e  form  
of a wall, b u t dissolves in to  sm aller sand heaps w hich, s ituated  
one  beside th e  other, allow of observation  of the  m o st various 
stages in th e  form ation  of dunes.

T he first beg inn ing  is a flat sand  heap  of any  form , th e  origin 
of w hich m ay be due to  unevennesses in the surface of th e  g ro u n d , 
sm all stones o r  stalks of grass, and  even  undulating  m o v em en t of 
the  gusts  of w ind . T he sand h eap  thus form ed is a h ind rance  to  
the  sand  w hen  rush ing  along, part of it drifts to  the  to p  of th e  
sand  heap , w hose  top  is at the  sam e tim e pushed  forw ard  a little, 
b u t th e  g rea te r part flies to  th e  sides in o rder to  reach th e  lee side. 
T hus the  irregular sand heap  by  degrees assum es an  egg -shaped  
form  and  from  b o th  foresides fo rw ards and  laterally san d  arm s 
g row  out, slow ly  encom passing  a sandless gulf continually increasing. 
T hen  the  shape  becom es th a t of a  ho rse-shoe app ro ach in g  the  
half-m oon m ore  and  m ore.

T he change of the outline of th e  sand  heap  is accom pan ied  b y  
the  transfo rm ation  of the  profile. W hile the  g rea ter p art of the  
drift san d  lies dow n  on the  sides, p a rt of it w anders u p o n  th e  flat 
sand  heap , m o v in g  further on  its ridge  and  displacing the  sum m it 
of the  d u n e  tow ards the  front. T he h ighest p o in t com es to  be 
v e ry  near th e  level g round  in consequence of w hich  m any  sand  
grains fall d o w n  in to  the  half-m oon gulf. T hus the  d u n e  flattens 
in tw o  w ays; its w ind  side is m ade  u p  of a lo n g  slow ly ascend ing  
sand  ridge p ro d u ced  b y  the  horizon tally  drifting sand. T he lee 
side, on  th e  o ther hand , o rig inates from  the  sand  falling dow n  
perpendicu larly  and  consequen tly  stan d in g  at a steep  angle. T his 
is the  fo rm ation  of the  typical barkhans of B okhara and  th e  arched  
d u n e ; on  w andering  along, tw o  o r m ore  often un ite  in to  tw in  
barkhans m ade u p  of a w hole row  o f half-m oons.

Thfe barkhans com e into ex istence w hen  the w ind is light, b u t 
w hen  the  tem p est rages, all is changed  and  levelled d o w n  to  
fu rrow ed  sand  fields, —  and  then  again  barkhans are fo rm ed  b y  the 
usually  calm  w in d s , their occurrence be ing  extrem ely characteristic 
of B okhara.

The deserts  afford a very  in teresting  picture. L ike th e  w aves 
of an  ag ita ted  sea sand  m oun ta in s to w er to  a heigh t of 10 and



15 m etres above the level of the desert ro und  abou t in  Kizil Kum  
and  its spurs. A  few tufts of grass, a reed, a greyish green  tam a­
risk and  a tho rn y  acacia are strew n am ong  the sand hills, b u t often 
no th ing  is seen b u t the yellow  sand as far as the  eye reaches, 
no th ing  bu t arched dunes and betw een  them  deep  sand valleys 
or solid clay valleys.

T he flora is p o o r in the w andering  dunes, a single tamarisk, 
Iris caucasica, E rem urus O lgae grow  toge ther w ith the rhubarb plant, 
w hose large leaves are spread o u t flat on  the sand, tufts of sand 
oats, a few A m m odendron , and  only  in the deepest depressions 
betw een the barkhans is a green vegeta tion  seen. In the latter the 
fauna also becom es richer; small birds chirp in the tam arisk bushes, 
and  a great m any  lizards of all sizes run  swift as lightning over 
the sandy w aste. O n clapping o n e’s hands they  lie dow n flat on  
the  sand w hich they  sprinkle over the ir bodies, so that no th ing  
bu t the  head peeps ou t; they  th ink them selves thus well hidden 
and  turn  their heads w ith their b right small eyes all ro und  after 
the d isturber of the peace, w hen stillness returns they again rush 
abou t w ith their tails in the  air. A  few  attain a length of abou t 
7з m etres and  are like small g rey  crocodiles. T he ateuchus rolls 
on  w ith its egg-balls. W ith the  ball betw een  its hind legs it ad ­
vances backw ard up  the ridges of the barkhans, the ball rolls away 
dow n into the valley, and again the large black ateuchus runs dow n 
to  fetch it and  p roceeds w ith its S isyphean task. N ow  and then 
a covey of b irds of the  sam e colour as the  sand flies up w ith a 
g rea t noise, and  in  the  distance the delicate form s of the antelopes 
stand ou t faintly against the undulating plain of the  desert, so that, 
literally speaking, the desert is n o t lifeless everyw here and  a t all 
tim es. W here these deserts are now  situated, the Sarm atian sea, 
the A ral-Caspian inland sea, rolled its w aves in the m iocene period. 
O w ing  to  an  evaporation surpassing the  dow npour the  lake dw indled 
dow n , and later on  the sand  storm s cam e rushing in. The remai­
n ing salt lakes becam e covered w ith sand, and  even if the form a­
tion  of sand and  gypsum  is continually go ing  on in larger districts 
of depression w ithin the deserts, these  salts are at any rate princi­
pally due to  such sand filled hollows.

In the districts of depression in the deserts the peculiar gyp ­
seous crystals filled w ith sand occur on the  sand bottom , and  on 
being  taken aw ay they  form  anew . The desert sand, yellow  at 
the  top , becom es greyish yellow  farther dow n, then grey, and  at 
a dep th  of abou t 20  centim etres the first gypseous form ations occur.



T o  begin  w ith  sm all and  few , th e y  increase in size and  quan tity  
dow nw ards. In a  nest of g y pseous sand  such a gy p seo u s  crystal 
is placed, in term ingled  w ith  sand, b u t w ith d istinct stereom etrical 
outlines. W hen  b rushed  they  can be freed from  the sand , and  in 
th is sta te  th ey  are to be  found  everyw here  on  the railw ay-stations 
w here th e y  are sold  as souvenirs. T he gypsum  in the soil is p er­
nicious to  vegeta tion , and  desert p lan ts, elsew here one  m etre  high, 
attained  b u t 20  centim etres above the g y pseous fo rm ations; a R us­
sian engineer, therefore, on  laying o u t a piece of g ro u n d  fo r cul­
tivating  desert plants, had  a plain of a  size of ab o u t 2 2 0 0  square  
m etres cleansed from  all gypsum , b u t few years afterw ards new  
had  arisen, so  th a t for the  p resen t it seem s im possible to  g e t rid 
of it.

T H E  L O E S S

A  jo u rn ey  th ro u g h  a coun try  alw ays leaves certain fixed im pres­
sions u p o n  the m em ory, so th a t th e y  can hardly  be effaced. H e 
m ust be  deaf a n d  blind  w ho d o es n o t after a  short stay  in  M id 
an d  C entral A sia rem em ber the co o in g  of th e  tu rtle -doves, the 
b ray ing  of th e  d onkeys and th e  cry ing  of the  M uedd ins from  the 
m inarets, o r w h o m  the very  w o rd  “ B okhara” does n o t ' m ake 
th ink  of som eth ing  perpetually  yellow ish  grey. T he deserts  are 
yellow ish grey , excep t in sp ring  the  s teppes also assum e th is co lou r 
w ith  a b row n ish  o r som etim es dark  b row nish  shade, and  th e  in ­
hab ited  oases, w hether in the  deep  m oun ta in  valleys o r o n  the 
plains of th e  level coun try  have everyw here except in  early sp ring  
a yellow ish g rey  tint. T he houses are yellow ish grey, th e  roads 
yellow ish grey , the  to p s  of the trees are covered  w ith a  yellow ish 
g rey  layer of dust and  the  traveller in the  desert so o n  assum es the  
sam e colour.

O nly  one te n th  of the land of B okhara  is arable, nam ely  the 
parts w here th e re  is loess. It is th e  fertile loess th a t g ives th e  
co u n try  its peculiar character in th e  cultivated places and  in  p a rt 
in the  step p e ; as typical as is the  yellow ish g rey  sand  in  th e  d e ­
sert, as typical is th e  yellow ish g rey  loess in the  oases. T he latter 
in  connection  w ith  th e  w ater from  the  rivers is of vital im portance 
to  th e  agriculturist, an d  it is n o t w ith o u t reason  th a t th ey  say  in 
T u rkestan : “ w here there  is T urpak  and  Su (clay and  w ater), the re  
the  S art is (the residen t)” , o r “ the S art rises from  loess, lives in  
loess, and  w herever there  is loess, the re  are S arts” . A s sterile as



the yellow ish g rey  sand is, as fertile is the  loess; w hen irrigated 
sufficiently it calls forth, as if by magic, all sorts of vegetation and 
allows of the grow th  of one species of corn after the o ther on 
the  sam e fields w ithou t the least m anuring, even w hen the soil is 
trea ted  very  primitively.

T he loess is a yellow ish g rey  sedim ent, charged w ith lime and  
sand and  carried by the w ind or deposited  by  the rivers; it origi­
nates from  disintegrated m atter from  the m ountains. It occurs in
the  highest valleys in Pam ir and the East B okharan m ountains, from
the  upperm ost V akhan to  D arvas and  from  the Alai steppe to  
Karshi, in the oasis of Bokhara and  on the m iddle course of the  
A m u D arya, thus from  the m ost considerable heights to  the low est 
level countries, and  it plays the same part in the East as the black 
earth  in the W est. In the districts on the S yr and  A m u D arya the 
depressions are fringed by loess, the soil in Charjui, in the oasis 
o f Bokhara, on the Kashka D arya, in G usar, Karshi, Shahar-i-sebbs 
consists of the fertile species of clay, and  it can very  well be said,
w hereever there are cultivated fields in  the  valleys and on  the
m ountain  terraces. O n the middle course of the A m u D arya the 
E ast Bokharan m ountains are fringed by  the loess, the flat deposits 
of w hich extend for miles here.

In m oist w eather the loess is to  w ade in like bird-lim e; it is 
difficult for anim als and  m en to  force their w ay  th rough  the greasy, 
sticky matter, and  in d ry  w eather it becom es as hard  as cem ent, 
so tha t driving o n  the rough  roads th ro u g h  the  oasis is like driving 
on  a frozen p loughed  field, bu t nevertheless it keeps its porosity  
u p o n  w hich for one th ing  its fertility depends, as the  rain-w ater or 
the  w ater conveyed  artificially and the g ro u n d  w ater easily obtain 
com m unication w ith  each other.

T he thickness of the loess varies very  m uch, in several places 
in the valleys of Pam ir or East Bokhara it is hardly one m etre; in 
the  oasis of G usar there are layers of loess of a thickness of 15 
m etres, at Karshi and  in the country  su rround ing  the East Bokharan 
m ountains upon  w hose foot the loess leans, it has a richness of 
9 0  m etres; here it is stratified and eroded  in num berless labyrinths, 
and  in regions outside Bokhara the thickness m ay attain several 
h und red  metres.

In a few places the loess is distinctly stratified, in o ther places 
no t. Richthofen distinguishes land loess and  lake loess; the form er 
has been  conveyed  hither b y  the w ind and  deposited  in the valleys, 
in previous fens o r in places w here it has found rest, in quite the



sam e w ay  as drift snow ; the  la tter has, on  the  o th e r hand , been 
left b y  th e  rivers. M iddendo rf separates the stratified  from  the 
non-stratified  loess, he looks u p o n  the la tter as the  p rim ary  and  
u p o n  the form er as the  secondary  form . W ith s tro n g  reasons 
R ichthofen has p roved  th a t strata of loess of a  dep th  of 2 0 0  m etres 
have been  heaped  up b y  the w ind.

B u t a t all events it is ev iden t th a t bo th  w ind  a n d  w ater con ­
tribu te  to  the  form ation of loess. T im es w ithou t num ber, so to  
speak, every  day  in the  lo n g  sum m er I and  m any  o th e r travellers 
have observed  tha t the  w ind  carries along  th ro u g h  th e  air the  fine 
dust from  the loess w hich is easily pulverized, and  even  w h en  th e  
w eather is calm, w hich is typical fo r th is regions, th e  h ea ted  rising 
air conveys quantities of dust, so  th a t the  sun  is som etim es obscured  
o r appears  as no th ing  b u t a dark  red  disc w hose ed g es are n ev e r 
sharp. O n  m y journey ings even  in the  w aste D ese rt P am ir I o b ­
served  th is phenom enon  very  often , and  it acted  rep ressively  on  
the  astronom ic fixings of th e  locality. O n  the  w ind  se tting  in  
dense loess-dust storm s arise; the ir influence on th e  [cultivated fields 
is n o t injurious, how ever, ow ing  to  the nature of th e  m ateria l; b u t 
they  are v ery  inconvenien t to  all living beings and  also to  the  
p lan ts w hich  are covered  b y  a layer, one inch thick. S om e au th o rs  
are of op in ion  that the fluviatile loess orig inates from  irrup ted  p ar­
ticles of o lder species of stones, and  I am  inclined to  believe th a t 
th is is righ t, as even on h igh  terraces in  the m oun ta in s at a heigh t 
of ab o u t 2 5 0 0  m etres deposits  of loess occur tha t are carried  d o w n  
by  b rook le ts  and  the m elting  sn o w  and  m ake up  an arab le s tra tum  
very  m uch  m ixed up  w ith  deposits of stone. It has also b een  
o bserved  th a t on  rivers d ry ing  up, a layer of loess is left here , 
and  on periodical flat lakes appearing  in A litshur P am ir near B u- 
lunkul and  G askul I have w itnessed  qu ite the  sam e p h en o m en o n . 
T he loess originally stratified m ay, w hen  dried  up  and  exposed  to  
the  hea t and  the w ind, becom e pu lverized  and  be rem oved  to  o th e r 
places b y  the  w ind  o r carried  aloft b y  the  hea ted  air; thus bo th  
w ind  and  w ater are concurren t factors in the  form ation  of th e  loess. 
B u t the  p ro p e r reason  w hy w ate r  and  w ind  have, after all, an  o p ­
po rtu n ity  of depositing  loess m u st n o  d o u b t be so u g h t in the  v io ­
len t and  su d d en  changes of tem pera tu re  in th ese  reg ions; ow ing  
to  them  th e  species of stones in the  m ounta ins have a t one  tim e 
a tem p era tu re  of abou t 5 0 “ C en tig rade and  a few  hou rs  afterw ards 
they  are coo led  dow n to  10° C en tig rade below  zero . T h ese  ab ru p t 
changes pulverize the  m oun ta in s; the  h igh ter m aterial of the  la tter



is either carried aw ay by  the w ind or the water, w hereas w hat is 
heavy and rough  is left or only  m oved  by  stronger stream s.

It is characteristic that as well the  stratified as the non-stratified 
loess occurs in connection w ith conglom erate; this is seen both 
in the m ountain  valleys of Pam ir and  East B okhara and  in the 
level country . As a rule the loess lies above the conglom erate, 
thus it is apparently  a younger form ation ; m ost frequently  conglo­
m erate and  loess alternate; this is the rule in stratified loess, 
b u t rare in unstratified. The alternation of stratified loess and  con­
g lom erate show s, tha t the quantity  of w ater and pow er of the cur­
ren t m ust have varied periodically in the rivers; for only  rapid 
rivers conveying m uch w ater can heap up the m asses of rough  
conglom erate w hereas the loess is deposited  by those  running  m ore 
placidly.

In num erous river valleys in Pam ir and  East B okhara distinct 
terraces occur, som etim es several, one above the other. T he valleys 
often consist of expansions, connected by  narrow  outlets. A t re­
m ote tim es the rivers have certainly been  separated in a row  of lakes 
w here loess has becom e deposited  in the stagnant w ater, bu t on 
the w aters breaking th rough  and  rushing on , conglom erate has 
form ed above the loess and so on  in periodical alternation.

T he loess in the A ral-Caspian depression seems to  be  chiefly 
the secondary  one. Regel draw s atten tion  to  the  fact tha t the loess 
of East B okhara cannot have been  heaped up b y  the w ind, but 
m ust be fluviatile. T he steppe loess betw een D yam  and  Karshi is 
stratified; only  in the undulated  crests running  th rough  the steppe 
heaps of unstratified loess occur here and there. O n  the  G usar 
D arya the deposits of loess w hose richness is 15 m etres alternate 
w ith fluvial material, w hich show s them  to  be fluviatile. This ex­
planation does no t, how ever, ho ld  g o o d  in the Pam ir valleys w here 
unstratified deposits of loess w hich m ust have been carried hither 
b y  the w ind are seen in num erous places in the P andsh  valley and 
in H igh P am ir itself. A t th e . foo t of the m ountain slopes appear 
heaps of blocks o f  stone and  rough  m ountain material, only  ou t­
side this belt is the loess.

MY V O Y A G E O N  T H E  A M U  DARYA

O n the  17th of June 1899 w e arrived a t Charjui in the rail- 
w ay-carriage w hich had  been placed at our disposal. A t the sta­
tion  w e w ere received by an officer despatched from  the military



D istrict G o v e rn o r th e re , w h o , strange to  tell b rough t a long  w ith 
him  a D an ish  in terpreter, M r. N euhaus, engineer on the A m u  D arya 
flotilla. T he officer to ld  us tha t after a visit paid him  by  G eneral 
Ivanoff, V ice-G overnor G eneral in T ashken t, the D istrict G o v ern o r 
had  p rocu red  a large cano for us in w hich w e could g o  dow n  the 
A m u D arya to  P etro  A lexandrow sk , and  that room s had  been p re ­
pared  for u s in the only  hotel of the tow n the „A m u D a ry a “ . W e 
preferred, how ever, sleeping in ou r railw ay-carriage till the  boat w as 
ready  and  p rov isioned , know ing  the  hotel from  a form er occasion.

H aving  paid a visit to  the  D istrict G overno r w ho  placed his 
au thority  in ou r hands w e inspected  the cano and  sp en t the eve ­
n ing  w ith M r. N euhaus. H e w as the only  D ane w e m e t in these 
regions. A fter having w orked  16 years in Russia and  the C auca­
sus he w as since 1892 engineer u n d er the Chief of the  G o v ern ­
m ent A m u D arya flotilla. M r. N euhaus now  resuscitated  his native 
language w hich he had no t spoken  for m any years, and  he and  
his wife d id  all they could to  assist us in the  equ ipm ent of ou r 
boating  expedition. Charjui is, so  to  speak, a small m aritim e tow n  
in the m idst of the T ranscaspian desert th rough  w hich the A m u 
D arya, 3  and  4 kilom etres b road , sends its huge m ass of w aters, 
w hich are here of a dirty yellow ish colour. T he tow n  is qu ite  
Russian, and  it has sprung  u p  ro u n d  the raiKvay-station from  w hich 
besides the  T ranscaspian  railway an o th er railway runs along  the  A m u 
D arya sou thw ard  to  Kerki.

It is refreshing to  let o n e ’s eye rest upon  the b ro ad  surface 
of the river w here the beflagged paddle-steam ers are ly ing  no rth  
and  sou th  of the long and  dreadfully  rickety w ooden  b ridge w hich 
has now  for m any years carried the  trains to  and  fro from  central 
Asia. A n iron bridge is now  being  built no rth  of the  w o o d en  
structure, b u t it will no t be finished for a long  tim e yet, as up to  
now  only  a few pillars have been  constructed . T he steam ers b o u n d  
sou thw ard  are com paratively  large w hile those w hich g o  dow n the 
stream  to  the  Aral are very  sm all. N avigation is very  difficult 
ow ing  to  num erous sand banks in the river and their constan t 
change of position.

O n  the  eighteenth  of Ju n e  w e p u t on full dress early  in the 
m orn ing  as w e w ere to  have an audience of His H ighness the 
Em ir of B okhara on his passing  th ro u g h  the tow n in a special 
train at 7  o ’clock a. m. on his w ay to  the baths in the  C aucasus 
w hich he visits every  year. All the  m ilitary and  civil au thorities 
of C harju i had  assem bled at the sta tion  w hose buildings w ere d eco ­



rated w ith garlands of flowers. O n  the platform  a Russian infantry 
guard  of h o n o u r had been draw n up, playing the m arch of honour 
of the Em ir w hen  the train , full of M ussulm ans w ho inquisitively 
pu t their heads ou t of the w indow s, rolled noiselessly into the sta­
tion ; the extrem ely elegant, red  lacquered saloon carriage, a present 
from  the E m peror Nicholas II to  the  Emir, w as the last in the

O u r  g e m  a  o n  t h e  A m u  D a ry a .

train. It is very  large, and all its com partm ents display the  Bok­
haran star in  gold  w ith the crescent below.

W hen the  train stopped  and carpeted steps had been  placed 
before the carriage door, the descendan t of the  renow ned  Bok­
haran Em irs, Said A bdul-A chad, alighted from  the carriage and 
proceeded  along  the fron t of the  guard  of honour, d ressed in 
brow nish red : a long  caftan (ton) w ith  the badges of a Russian 
general, large w hite tu rban  (sallä) and  trow sers w ith red  stripes 
like those of a Russian general. Russian orders in  brilliants 
shone on his breast. It w as the fourth  audience I had  of His



H ighness, an d  each tim e I saw  him  in the sam e red  dress. T he 
E m ir is a ta ll, s tou t m an w ith  an  engaging face, b u t som ew hat 
pale and  delicate looking. A fter th e  parade the E m ir received in 
his railw ay-carriage the officials p resen t all of w h o m , I believe, 
w ore a B okharan  go ld  or silver s ta r o n  their breast. T h e  Em ir is 
very  popu la r, and  under him  a C entral A siatic cou rt life h as , so 
to  speak, deve loped ; a E uropean  festival in the  O rien tal palaces of 
his H ighness is n o t an  im possibility, b u t it p reserves its ow n  cha­
racter in  accordance w ith the  special conditions.

T he E m ir w ho during  o u r s tay  in P am ir had  b een  decorated  
b y  his M ajesty  K ing Christian w ith  the  D anish  g rand-cross in brilli­
ants, im m ediatiely called us into his splendidly  furnished ro o m  w here 
w e had  an o p p o rtu n ity  of th an k in g  him  for the  years w e had  now  
passed  in  th e  provinces of B okhara  and  for th e  B okharan  o rder 
he had  g iven  M r. H juler and  M r. Paulsen. H is H ighness charged  
us w ith  the  p resen tation  of his com plim ents to  H is M ajesty  T he 
K ing, his R oyal H ighness C row n-P rince F rederic of D enm ark  and  
H er M ajesty  T he E m press M arie F eodo row na . T he E m ir spoke 
P ersian  w hich  w as translated  b y  the D ragom an  of th e  Russian 
political agency  in Bokhara. S o o n  after the audience th e  E m ir p ro ­
ceeded o n  his jo u rn ey  to  O ld  C harjui to  spend  a w eek  the re  w ith 
one of his m ost distinguished Begs.

P laces had  been  reserved fo r u s in the train to  enable us to  go  
to  O ld  C harjui w here the  recep tion  of the Em ir b y  th e  natives is 
said to  be v ery  interesting; w e did no t, how ever, accept the  invi­
tation, as o u r cano had  been  o rd ered  to  be ready  at n o o n , and  we 
w an ted  to  g e t aw ay as soon  as possib le for o u r w ork . O u r Sar- 
tish se rvan t Sherif to o k  care of th e  p rovision ing  of th e  cano for 
15 days, p rocuring  the sam e th ings for us as on  ou r jo u rn ey in g  in 
Pam ir, nam ely  rice, vegetables an d  raisins for the p illau , besides 
b read , biscuits, salt and  spices. O u r  baggage, on ly  am oun ting  to  
a b o u t 600  p o u n d s , w as taken  to  the  b o a t on a T u rkom an  tw o ­
w heeled  arba and  at 12 o ’clock w e s tood  to  the  n o rth w ard  w ith 
a crew  of 12 T urkom ans. M r. an d  M rs. N euhaus, after seeing us 
off in  th e  boat, nodded  farewell from  the bank. T he cano  w hich 
the T u rkom ans call gem a w as 90  feet long  and 11 feet b road , built 
of aprico t p lanks w ithou t fram es, on ly  shored  b y  4  thick transversal 
planks, w hich  a t the sam e tim e served  as thw arts. B o th  stem  and  
stern  w ere h igh  and  poin ted . In th e  m iddle of the cano  the re  w as 
a  covered cabin m ade of b ranches and  m ats w here w e sat dow n 
w ith  ou r baggage on  unfurled sails w hich in case of fair w ind  could



be hoisted  on  the  top  of a mast. In one end of the boat there 
w as a fire-place of clay and an am ple supply  of w ood, so  that on 
the  voyage w e m ight cook our food  and  even bake bread from  the 
flour b ro u g h t along w ith us. W e now  drifted before the current 
w hich ran at a rate of som e 5 kilom etres in the hour. T he Tur­
kom ans steered  w ith large w ooden  shovels under the direction of 
their D arghan, w ho knew  the current. W hen any  m anoeuvre  had 
to  be gone th rough , it w as always p receded  by  a loud discussion 
often ending  in a small fight, and  then  the m anoeuvre w as gene­
rally too  late. E very other m om ent w e stuck on one of the innu­
m erable sand banks in the river, and  the T urkom ans, after getting  
out, had to  push  their backs against the long  cano w hich was 
w rithing like a w orm  and  bend ing  in all its jo in ts, before they 
w ere able to  get it afloat.

The huge stream  is on bo th  banks fringed by  reeds and  rushes 
from  w hich num erous yellow ish g rey  m ud-houses peep forth. W e 
passed by several grass- and  rush-grow n islands w here large herds 
of sheep and  cow s w ere grazing. O nce w e saw  the  T urkom ans 
disem bark a cargo of cows in one of these real fever islands. Both 
islands and  banks belong  to  B okhara and  are m ostly inhabited by 
Turkish U sbegs (O sbag). In the afternoon  w e w ent on  shore w here 
w e had discovered som e houses built of m ats am ong the reeds 
w hich here attained a heigh t of ab o u t 5 m etres. W e w anted  a 
sheep to  be killed no t having b rough t m eat along w ith us. The 
few U sbegs living here anxiously asked  w hat our business w as here. 
O f old they  are always m uch afraid of T urkom ans com ing on  shore, 
as th is m eans no th ing  bu t plundering. It w as, how ever, a com fort 
to  them  to  learn that w e only w an ted  to  buy  a sheep and, w hat 
is still m ore rem arkable in these reg ions, w ould  pay  for it. They 
to o k  us to  an  island w here the sheep  w ere, and  w ith the help of 
ou r com panions Sherif struck the bargain; w e go t the sheep for 
10 B okharan Tengi.

The island w as one slush of m ud  in w hich one w aded half-way 
to  one 's  knees am ong the high rushes from  w hich decayed vege­
table substances sent a  strong  stench. T he island w as the haunt 
of m any te rns, ducks and  small b irds, especially larks w hich flew 
abou t chirping. B oth  islands and  banks are fever-stricken places 
ow ing to  their m any fens. W e w ere supplied with all m odern 
febrifuges. As a preventive m easure we swallowed twice in the 
day  a solution of arsenic and quinine w hich is generally used as 
an effective m edicine in the oases of Central Asia; the m edicines
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for w hich th e re  is the  g rea test use  are those against fever and  in ­
sect stings. T he b o a t w as full of large spiders tha t lived in the 
gunw ale  w hich  w as covered  w ith  bund les of reeds. O n  the latter 
th e  crew  ran  to  and  fro w hilst nav igating  the  cano. T o  p ro tec t 
ou rselves from  these insects w e strew ed  insect-pow der a b o u t, an d  
in  th e  even ing  w e sm eared ou r faces w ith  laurel-oil. T h e  sm ell is 
n o t p leasan t, b u t is g o o d  against the  m osquitoes. T he insect-pow - 
d er is w ell know n  am ong the natives; they  call it bu rga d o rre  i. e. 
„flea m ed ic ine“ , an d , certainly, n o  one  w ants flea m edicine m ore 
th an  the  C en tral Asiatics. T ow ards evening  w e s to p p ed  at a sm all 
w o o d  w here  som e U sbegs lived in houses m ade of m ats. W rapped  
u p  in o u r b lankets w e fell asleep o n  the b o tto m  of th e  cano  to  
th e  so n g  of m yriads of insects w hich  w ere sw arm ing in  the  u n d er­
w o o d  of reeds and  tufts of grass, 3  and  4 m etres high.

Ju n e  19. W e had  slep t so u n d ly  all th ro u g h  the  n ig h t w ithou t 
being  to rm en ted  by  the m o squ itoes, and  having  d runk  o u r ind is­
pensable 5 o r  6 glasses of tea w e w en t o u t shoo ting  pheasan ts  in 
the  small w o o d  w hich is said to  contain  m any of these  birds. W e 
w ere n o t fortunate , and  as the  fish ing of sheat-fish, m any  of w hich 
the  T u rkom ans had  hooked  the  d a y  before, did n o t succeed  better, 
w e s to o d  to  th e  northw ard  a t n ine  o ’clock a. m. R ound  a b o u t on 
the  rush -g row n river banks and  on  th e  islands w e saw  m any  sm all 
handsom ely  bu ilt kaiks w ith h igh  stem  and  stern , all fla t-bo ttom ed  
like o u r o w n , and  fishing-nets w ere  p laced ou tside  th e  kishlaks 
g iv ing  these  the  appearance of sm all ham lets. A  sm all kaik  w ith  
3  m en sud d en ly  steers tow ards us. T he shovels are laid in , and  
th e  m en h o o k  on  to o u r kaik. A  terrible scolding arises betw een  
the  new ly  arrived  and  o u r peo p le  w ho  are accused of h av ing  sto ­
len a fish-hook. T hey  had  possib ly  d one  so ; b u t as th e  sco ld ing  
becam e to o  lo u d , and  o n  the ir even  beginning  to  b e lab o u r one  
ano ther w ith  sticks I m ade Sherif chase them  aw ay. H e b oxed  all 
the ir ears, and  then  th ey  sailed off quickly.

O n  the eastern  side , instead of the  oases, the  terrib le drifting 
sands n o w  began  to  appear a long  th e  banks, here and  the re  relieved 
b y  sm all oases; on the  w estern  b an k  a fertile stripe of g ro u n d  
stead ily  fo llow ed along  the river bank . This is due  to  th e  eastern  
bank  being  n o w  so high th a t th e  natives canno t cu t the ir irrigation 
canals from  the river. All agricu ltu re  in the oases d ep e n d s  u p o n  
artificial irrigation  of the fields th ro u g h  innum erable canals. W hen 
the field is fit fo r being  so w n , w ate r is led across it th ro u g h  a 
g rea t m any  ditches and  furrow s cu t from  the m ain canals (arik).



T he natives have exact rules w hich prescribe how  often the  soil 
on  w hich each species of grain is to  be grow n should be irrigated. 
—  The beam s of the sun shining u p o n  the yellow ish g rey  sand 
dunes w ithou t the relief of a single cloud, hurt o n e’s eyes w hen 
looking tow ards the shore, and a bu rn ing  w ind blow s hence to  us. 
It is as if tu rn ing  o n e ’s face tow ards a blazing fire. A t noon  the 
heat vas unsupportable, 42° C., w ith a cloudless sky. In one place 
in the desert w here we w ent on  shore to  get w ater from  a spring, 
as the m uddy  w ater in the river had a bad taste, the sand had  a 
tem perature of 53° C. This is far from  being the m axim um  tem pera­
tu re  in this desert w hich is a spur from  the large desert Kizil Kum  
(Red Sand) east of the A ral, and our T urkom ans said tha t it was 
n o t so bad in spite of the perspiration stream ing dow n their faces 
from  their large fur-caps. A t noon  w e could do no th ing  b u t lie 
stretched ou t in  the boat, fanning ourselves w ith the chip fan com ­
m only used here in Central Asia and  taking one cup of tea after 
the other. O ne feels quite dried up  in  th is heat.

W e passed by  a ridge of hills on the  eastern bank of the river 
called Kirr-adsh-Kirr. A sking our people w hat this w ord  Kirr 
m eant they  gave an answ er w hich is very  characteristic of conditi­
ons here in form er tim es. „W hen a P asha has raised such high 
taxes that the region is at last as desolate as th is barren ridge, 
then we call it K irr“ ; A dsh m eans hungry, and the p ro p er transla­
tion  of the nam e w ould be The H unger Hills. Regular sailors w ould  
no doub t find such navigation as th a t perform ed to-day by  our 
kaik extrem ely ridiculous, for we drifted before the curren t, and 
now  the stem , now  the stern or the  side w as forem ost; and  then 
w e w hirled ro u n d  a couple of tim es in  an eddy  or ran aground  
on  a sand bank  so tha t our m en w ere obliged to  jum p ou t into 
the  w ater to  g e t us afloat. W here th e  w ater was no t deep and 
the current n o t too  s trong , they  often enjoyed springing in to the 
w ater to  bathe. B ut none of them  had  any idea of swim m ing. 
O n  the boundary  of Kirr-adsh-Kirr w hich is covered w ith salt-worts 
appearing here in the form  of bushes w e see a funny collection of 
clay-pyram ides abou t 1 m etre high, terraced or tapering to  a po in ­
ted  top . T he tom bs belong to  the small oasis situated behind the 
hills. It is, also, the first tim e I have seen this form  of tom bs in 
C entral Asia w hich are elsew here shaped  quite otherw ise. In the 
m idst of the tom bs w hite rags floating from  staffs designate that 
the  saint of the  oasis is buried  here.

A  little after sunset w e m oored  at the small oasis of O lm a-
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tju k k u r (The A pple H ole) g ro w n  w ith  tam arisks. T he sunse t looks 
v ery  cu rious here . A bou t 5 — 6  degrees above the ho rizon  its light 
is so m uch  softened  dow n by  the g rea t quantities of d u s t alw ays 
to  b e  fo u n d  in the  air in C en tral Asia that it looks like a yellow  
balloon. O n  sinking it assum es a peculiar flattened oval form  ow ing 
to  th e  s tro n g  refraction; it leaves a rainbow  co lou red  ligh t belt 
a long  th e  horizon , the  dusk  lasts on ly  for a few  m inu tes  before 
th e  d arkness of n igh t sets in. Im m ediately  after com ing  alongside
o u r se rvan ts  w en t on  shore  and  w ithou t asking leave of an y b o d y
to o k  to  saw ing  large pieces of a  felled trunk. It w as, b y  th e  w ay, 
their u sual occupation w hen  g o in g  on  shore a lthough  w e h ad  fuel 
en ough  in  th e  boat, b u t p resum ab ly  th ey  carry on  a sm all business 
w ith  th is article. O r th ey  sat dow n  to  fish sheat-fish w ith  their 
large iron  h o o k s  w hich th ey  b arted  w ith  grasshoppers . T he m ain 
constituen t of their m eals w ere  the  flat w heaten loaves w hich  their 
cook  baked  in the boat in a large iron po t, and  tea. E very  m o r­
n ing  th e y  h ad  pillau, p repared  generally  w ith rice an d  an  adm ixture 
of sesam  oil b ro u g h t a long  in  a  large leather bo ttle ; m eat th ey  
h ad  o n ly  th e  first few  days of th e  voyage . B ut th ese  peop le  
are co n ten t if th ey  have on ly  b read , salt and  the  g reen  b itte r C hi­
nese tea.

O n  th e  2 0 th  of Ju n e  w e left O lm atjukkur at 7  o ’clock a. m. 
w hile a  m an w as calling after us from  his flat clay-roof. A s far as 
I . cou ld  m ake o u t it w as the  m an to  w hom  the  tree-trunk  belonged . 
A  piece of it w as now  placed in o u r room  to  m ake u p  fo r a  table. 
W hen O lm atjukkur is left beh ind  the re  is on the righ t b an k  no th ing  
b u t d esert fo r a long  stretch; sand  m ounta ins of a he igh t of abou t
100 m etres and  resting  on  a layer of sandstone run  d o w n  to  the
river w ith  a s teep  incline. W e h ad  a real hurricane against u s and  
advanced  b u t slowly. T here w as a rather heavy  sea, b u t th e  large 
kaik held  its ow n. W e drifted  tow ards the w estern  bank , and  n o t 
being  able to  g e t along  fu rther against the  w ind  w e s to p p e d  at a 
sm all oasis covered  w ith  tam arisks w here our peop le  knew  th e  
A ksakal, S u ltan  M ahom m ad, w h o  lived there. A fter m uch  discus­
sion  w e succeeded  in  m aking him  sell a score of eggs and  som e 
fat, a n d  hav ing  taken  som e p h o to g rap h s  of the h igh  tam arisk , reed  
an d  grass w oods, w e again d rifted  northw ard  after th e  w ind  had  
g o n e  dow n.

W e w ere  now  carried by  the  cu rren t tow ards the  oasis of E ldjik 
w hose h igh  clay-m osques and  ru ins of an old fortress afforded  a 
strik ing con trast to  the  g reen  crow ns of the  aprico t-trees. T he



w ord  Eldjik is Arab, its origin being perhaps due to  the A rab in ­
vasion w hich in  these regions reached as far as Sam arkand. A fter 
Eldjik there is again no th ing  b u t desert w ith  yellow  drifting sands 
go ing  dow n to  the river on bo th  banks. All oases here are, by  
the way, long  narrow  stripes of g ro u n d  along the river bank, and 
always there is the desolate desert beh ind  the irrigated piece of 
land. As long  as the w ind lasts, the  tem perature is p retty  to le­
rable, rising rarely  above 38° C .; on ly  on getting  to o  near the 
bank w e im m ediately m eet the alm ost insupportable burn ing  dry 
w ind. D uring  the  storm  we m et several kaiks loaded w ith  cotton 
bales; by  m eans of the com paratively small sail, like a bag, floating 
from  the top  of the mast, these boats w en t a fairly g o o d  rate against 
the current. A  “Salam A leikum ” w as always cried out to  them  
from  our servant on passing. The T urkom ans had  often hard  w ork 
to -day  w ith their shovels to  keep  us in the  strongest current. O n  
one  of them  n o t pulling hard  enough  the  o thers w ere heard calling 
ou t: “ A re y o u  a M ussulm an? are y o u  a T u rkom an?” F rom  Eldjik 
w e steadily drifted along deserts, until w e reached the oasis of Ak- 
rabat w here w e m oored  in the darkness.

O n  the 21st of June early in the  m orn ing  w e w ent on  shore 
in Ak-rabat, a p retty  large oasis, ex tend ing  far east and bo rdered  
b y  low  sand hills covered with saxaoul and  o ther salt-worts. The 
thin copse w as full of caves form ed by  the num erous roden ts 
w hich live in the desert here. O n e  small g rey  desert hare 
and  a fitchet sprang  about am ong the  bushes above w hich the 
beautiful golden  starlings w ere sailing. T he m ost am using anim als 
in the desert are decidedly the lizards w hich are found in large 
num bers from  the size of a small crocodile to  very  small w hich 
latter w ere runn ing  abou t by  legions, their tails straight in the  air. 
Small flat-roofed clay-houses lie scattered abou t in the oasis am ong 
reeds, grass-tufts and cultivated fields. All the inhabitants are T ur­
kish speaking U sbegs; in contrast to  their kinsm en in the  east of 
Central Asia they  do n o t w ear a tu rban , bu t a round-crow ned sheep ­
skin cap. T hey  call them selves T adjiks because the latter w ho 
m ake up  the tw o  thirds of the popu la tion  of the tow n of Bokhara 
are m ore highly th o u g h t of than the  less clever, less cultivated, 
bu t m ore natural U sbegs, but they  do  n o t understand the Tadjik 
dialect w hich is very  nearly related to  Persian.

O n the san d y  river bank there w as a small aulia, a m ud-house 
abou t 1 m etre high, against w hich m any  old trunks of trees w ere 
placed. Inside the  h u t w ere 3 small earthenw are lamps, and  on



the  roof of th e  h u t w ere a large collection of w o o d en  sp o o n s. In 
an  aulia either a p ro p h e t o r a h o ly  m an is buried , o r it is built in 
m em ory  of som e saint w ho is b u ried  som ew here else, b u t has been  
ad o p ted  b y  th e  oasis as its special p a tro n  saint. A t th e  M ahom e- 
dan  festivals the  inhabitants assem ble to  p ray  and  sacrifice to  the 
aulia. T he w o o d en  spoons placed on  the m ud-house are sacrifices 
offered u p  there . O n  the g rea ter festivals sheep o r cow s are killed, 
a n d  the lam ps in the  h u t are lighted. B eside th e  aulia w as a ka- 
dam gä (m eans foot-prin t). It consisted  of som e hollow  stum ps of 
trees ro u n d  w hich w ere p laced som e old trunks, and  w hite  rags 
w aved  on  staffs. A  kadam gä m ay consist of all so rts of th ings 
a n d  is alw ays erected  in m em ory  of a ho ly  m an hav ing  p rayed  or 
rested  there . It m ay be a tree, a large s tone o r any th ing  else dif­
fering  in appearance from  com m on  th ings. B o th  on  th e  kadam gä 
an d  the  aulia rags w ere h u n g  u p  w ith  w hich th e  natives touch  
som e sick p a rt of their b o d y  an d  h an g  up the rag  there , believing 
th a t the  sa in t then  takes aw ay th e  disease. W e w ould  have b o u g h t 
a sheep  here , bu t as it cou ld  n o t be procured , w e w ere  obliged 
to  be co n ten t w ith  a hen. H ere  w e had  also for the  first tim e 
th is year ripe grapes. W e n o w  drifted  no rthw ard  w ith  a strong  
co n tra ry  w in d , had  again to  g o  o n  shore  to  g e t articles of food  
and  p ro cu red  ano ther hen  and  som e eggs. M eat w as w hat w e 
w ere in  w an t of. W e had been  to ld  in C harju i tha t w e cou ld  al­
w ays b u y  sheep  along the  banks, b u t it d id  n o t p ro v e  so  easy, 
because the  inhabitants of the  oases had  driven their cattle toge ther 
in  large flocks w here there  w as g o o d  grass on  the  islands. The 
sh ep h erd s h ad  no  righ t to  sell th e  sheep, and  a terrib le sco ld ing  
alw ays aro se  from  ou r p rovision ings. In the afte rnoon  w e passed  
by  the fortress of N arkish-K ala, an  o ld  ru ined  strongho ld . It lies close 
to  the  eastern  bank  and  has n o  d o u b t been  built here  to  p ro tec t 
th e  reg ion  against attacks from  th e  popu la tion  on the w estern  bank. 
O n  bo th  sides there  are a g rea t m any  forts of th is kind, and  m any 
skirm ishes have certainly been  fo u g h t ro und  ab o u t these  castles. 
T ow ards even ing  the w ind  becam e light, and  now  w e w en t at a 
fly ing  rate a long  deserts, oases a n d  sandstone brinks, passing  by  
several kaiks w ith  co tton  from  K hiva; hau led  b y  12— 14 natives 
th e y  w orked  the ir w ay  slow ly a long  the shore. W hen it w as to o  
dark  to  p ro ce ed  further w e m o o red  a t the  small w o o d  of tam arisks, 
T asha-kirr, a n d  it w as n o t long  befo re  the b o a t w as full of all 
k inds of insects; b u t a t any  rate th is w as preferable to  being  ex­
p o sed  to  the  insupportab le  bu rn in g  w ind from  th e  desert.



O n the 22 th  of Juni w e had again a strong  w ind against us 
and did no t g e t farther than to  the oasis of K avakly w here there 
w ere large w oods of tamarisk, pop lar and  h ippophae w ith a dense 
underw ood  of high grasses, the haun t of the wild boar and  the 
hom e of pheasan ts, m any pigeons, go lden  starlings and the  parrot 
coloured roller w hich lives everyw here in  Central Asia. W e built 
a dark-room  of our blankets in the w o o d  w here we could  change 
our photograph ic  plates. W e w en t o u t for a little shooting , and 
our servants used  their leisure to  b ring  fire-w ood together and  ex­
tirpate the verm in in their caps and  caftans. O w ing  to  the  con­
stan t strong  w ind  from 
the north  the climate was 
tolerable, and  the tem ­
pera tu re  did n o t exceed 
35° C.

O n  the 23 rd  of June 
w e drifted slow ly along 
against a con trary  w ind.
T he river now  contracts 
to  200  ä 250  m etres; on 
the  w estern side there are 
small oases o r grass-co ­
vered  banks, b u t the east­
ern bank  reflects a sandy 
w aste w hich g o es dow n 
to  the  river. W e w en t on 
shore on  the eastern  bank  to  look  at an  old fortress en th roned  
on  a high hill in the  m idst of the  desert. A pparently  it was 
quite near th e  bank; b u t now here are d istances m istaken as 
in the  desert ow ing to  the intense light. A fter an h o u r’s w al­
k ing  th rough  the stony  desert w e reached the  castle; the re  w as 
a spon taneous vegeta tion  of salt-w orts, and  w e felt as in an oven 
w ith  a fire ro u n d  about, while th e  sand  w as burn ing  th rough  
o u r boo ts as if it w ere red-hot iron. O n  a sandstone cliff rising 
to  a heigh t of som e 120 m etres w as the  crenelated circular wall 
of ihe s trongho ld  to  w hich there w as bu t one entrance th ro u g h  a 
h igh  well p rese rved  gate w ith s tro n g  gate tow ers. T he fortress 
is called Kisht-kala (The Brick Fort). In contrast to  all o ther for­
tresses w hich occur in  grea t num bers and  consist of clay, th is is 
built of bricks. O ur T urkom ans related  th a t it ow ed its origin to  
A m ir tem ir (The Iron Emir) i. e. T am erlan; b u t this is the  com m on

R u in s  o f  th e  c a s tle  o f  K is h t  K a ia  o n  th e  A m u  D a ry a . In  

t h e  la rg e  c o m p le x  th e r e  a r e  s t il l  s u b te r r a n e a n ,  c o o l  c u p o la e  

in  g o o d  r e p a ir ,  b u i l t  u p  w i th  c e m e n t , a n d  r e m n a n ts  o f 

a q u e d u c ts .



answ er given in Central Asia regard ing  all that is old. T his show s 
w hat an  enorm ous part th is m an played, and w hat a rem arkable 
character he  m ust have been. Inside the walls there w ere u n d er 
the  g ro u n d  deep  cylindrical room s once serving as dw ellings in 
the  w arm  season and above the g ro u n d  there w ere m any  vau lted  
room s used  in winter. It m ust have been hard  w ork  to  carry 
all these  bricks ou t in to th is desolate w aste, b u t it m ust have been 
still m ore difficult to  procure w ater. O n  the  river are still found  
the well p reserved  rem nants of the subterranean brick-built canal 
leading from  here to  the m iddle of the  fortress w here extrem ely 
deep  brick wells lead dow n to  the  canal. O n the junc tion  of 
the  canal w ith  the river the re  is a small fortress on ly  consisting 
of one rectangular high stone wall. F rom  here the R ussians com ­
pelled th e  B okharan com m ander to  surrender by  cu tting  off the 
aqueduct.

T he w ind  subsiding a little w e w en t at a g o o d  rate along  a 
beautiful w o o d  on the w esterly  b ank , for som e tim e w e w ere 
ag round  in a narrow  channel betw een  an island and the  bank , and  
on  the darkness closing in w e m oored  at the  island. W hen  rising, 
the  m oon  p roved  to  be partially eclipsed w hich gave Sherif a g rea t 
fright as it is considered a bad  om en b y  all Sarts. It is G o d  w ho, 
being  offended, hides the face of the  m oon. O n  th e  occurrence 
of an eclipse of the sun or the  m o o n  prayers are read  in  all m os­
ques till it is over.

O n the 24 th  of June it cam e on to  blow  a hurricane in  the 
n igh t w hich lasted th roughou t the  day and p reven ted  us from  
m aking any  progress. The strong  w ind  filled the air w ith  dust to  
such  a degree tha t the river often d isappeared to tally  from  view. 
O n the eastern  bank we saw  the sm all Russian m ilitary steam er 
force its w ay  against the current. W e w ould have been  glad  to  
obtain com m unication w ith it to  p rocure  possibly som e bread, as 
ou r ow n began  to  grow  m usty, and  th e  bread baked by  th e  natives 
in the  form  of pancakes is resorted  to  on ly  w hen all else fails. T he stea­
m er being , how ever, too  far aw ay from  us w e cu t ou r su p p ly  of 
Russian bread  into small pieces and  dried  these in the  su n  till th ey  
w ere as hard  as stone. W e rem ained  here th roughou t th e  day  
w rapped  in  the  dust tem pest w ithou t seeing anyth ing  rem arkable 
bu t a shepherd  w ho, ferrying across his sheep and  goats in  his long  
narrow  kaik from  the island to  the  bank , was overtu rned  in the 
m idst of the current. B ut he  w as n o  doub t accustom ed to  such 
th ings, for he  rem ained in the kaik and  threw  his cattle in to  the



w ater; they saved them selves by  sw im m ing, and alone in his boat 
tha t had  becom e full of w ater, he drifted along to  the bank.

In the n ight before the  25 th  of Ju n e  the tem pest subsided , so 
tha t w e could drift on. W e w en t on  shore on the left bank  to 
buy  a sheep from  som e T urkom ans w ho lounged  abou t w ith  their 
herds of sheep and goats in a large w ood  w here poplar and 
h ippophae rose  above the dense u n d erw ood  of grasses, rushes and 
cam elthorn. T he num erous dogs w hich these shepherds always 
carry w ith them  to  pro tec t their herd  rushed  at us like w ild ani­
mals, and w e w ould  no doub t have been  obliged to  fire a t them  
if their m asters had  no t com e up im m ediately. M ore from  fear of 
these sheep-dogs w hich one w as alw ays running  the risk of m ee­
ting  in the dense rushw oods, than  from  fear of wild animals w e 
never dared to  leave the boat w ithou t a gun. T hey even attacked 
our servants w ho w ore gigantic fur-caps like the T urkom an shep­
herds. The T urkom ans w ould  no t sell their sheep, and  to  get 
m eat for ou r pillau w e crossed the w o o d  along the  bank  to  shoot 
p igeons while the kaik followed us. W e succeeded in killing a few 
w hich w ere the  only eatable gam e w e m et w ith ; bu t there w ere 
lo ts of rollers, the beautiful green sedge warbler, that is very  like 
a swallow, and  pastors. T he pigeons, how ever, did n o t go  a long 
w ay, so we drifted on to  the eastern bank  to  the oasis of Kukertly.

H ere w e m et som e shepherds w hom  w e first to o k  to  be Kir­
ghiz as the yu rts  of the latter w ere seen from  the sand hills of 
the desert, b u t they  insisted on being  A rabs w hom  they  resem bled 
very  much, indeed. T hey  did n o t speak A rab, b u t a T urkish  dia­
lect, the sam e as tha t spoken by our boatm en and v ery  nearly 
related to  O ttom an Turkish. It is h ighly probable that their asser­
tion w as tru e , as nobody  know s his origin and family be tte r than 
central Asiatics. A n old sulky shepherd , burn t black b y  the sun, 
w as at last persuaded  to  sell us a sheep, n o t indeed , until I had 
to ld  him  that if he w ould n o t sell it, w e w ould  take it for a pay ­
m ent fixed b y  ourselves. Then Sherif k indly added : „N ow  com e 
along w ith the  sheep! w e shall p ray  for y o u  m any tim es.“ This 
m ode of speech is always used here by  people w ho w ant to  obtain 
som ething: „K oop doa kelam an!“ (I p ray  m uch for you).

H itherto I have called our boat kaik, bu t o u r first boatm an 
explained to  m e that it w as too  large to  be called kaik, it ought 
to  be term ed gem a (ship, O ttom an T urkish gem i) w hereas the 
smaller are called kaiks. H e also explained to  us som e o ther local 
sailor expressions. F o r  instance, he  alw ays com m anded during  the



row ing: „Pull fro n t!“ or „C ease, back !“ T he fron t is th e  part 
tu rn ing  tow ards M ecca and  the  back  the  opposite one. T hese ex­
pressions are so  local tha t if the river had  run from east to  w est 
they  could  n o t have been em ployed . The river here and  its banks 
are the w orld  of these people and  although they  know  S am arkand  
by  nam e, th ey  had  no idea w hat o r w here it w as. T he first b o a t­
m an had observed  that w e never d rank  alcohol, he asked us w he­
ther w e did n o t eat po rk  either, an d  on learning, th a t w e did  no t, 
he w as very  glad to  have such peop le  on board  his ship. W e had  
a Y om ut from  K hiva w ith  us w ho had  been  allow ed to  accom pany  
the expedition  as a passenger. H e had  been to  M erv and  caugh t 
a fever. W e cured  him  w ith som e large doses of quinine. T he 
consequence w as , how ever, th a t all our sailors found som e w eak 
po in t or o the r w hich they  heartily w an ted  to  have cured, especially 
as Sherif had  to ld  them  that w e had  excellent m edicine. D u rin g  
our stay  a t M erv  he had  nam ely him self had  a severe attack  of 
fever, and w e had  cured him  w ith quinine and  castor-oil. O f course, 
he believed n o w  that w e could cure all possible illnesses, and  w hen ­
ever he saw  us sw allow  our p reventive m edicine against th e  fever, 
he cam e up  to  g e t his share, for it is awfully g o o d , said h e , al­
th o u g h  he h ad  no  other idea of it, th an  that if w e could  take it, 
he could  as well. H aving killed o u r sheep w e drifted up  to  the  
n o rth  end  of K ukertly and  g o t ready  for rem aining over n ig h t here. 
O n  the b ank  w as an o ld  Y om ut (people near K hiva?) fishing w ith 

.a  net. I asked him  w hether he  had  caught anything. „ N o “ , he 
answ ered , „bu t 1 am  sure th a t G o d  will give m e fish to  n ig h t“. 
„Yes, he will, certainly; for ju st here  is a very  g o o d  fish ing-place“. 
„N o, it does n o t depend  upon  th a t“ , he said, „G od g ives them , 
if he  w ill“ . R easoning w ith the  m an w hether p resen t circum stances 
w ere favourable o r n o t to  fishing, w ou ld  hardly  be of any  use. O n  
asking if one  will be fortunate in  som e th ing  or other, th e  only  
answ er received from  the natives, is: „Please G o d “ .

T he fisherm en here have their n e t arranged in a rather practical 
w ay according to  the circum stances. It is ex tended w ithin a fram e 
of four rods and  m ay be sunk  in to  the w ater by  m eans of a rope, 
so tha t the  cu rren t drifting th ro u g h  the  net keeps it sp read  o u t 
like a bag. A t the  po in t of the  b ag  is fastened a string, an d  hol­
ding the end  of this in his hand, th e  fisherm an can feel w h en  there 
are fish in the  net. W hen n o t in  use  the net is raised to  an  u p ­
righ t position b y  m eans of the rope. A  prim itive b ridge consisting  
of a trunk  of a  tree, resting o n  shore  w ith one end  and  w ith  the



other on a trestle of bars in the river, leads out to  the net. The 
fishing is rendered  difficult by  the m any pieces of w ood and  plants 
carried along by  the river w hich soon  fill or tear the net.

In the evening  w hen w e lay dow n as usual to  sleep on  our 
blankets in the  bo ttom  of the boat w e w ere torm ented by m os­
quitoes to  such a degree that the stay  here becam e intolerable. 
W e therefore let go  and  drifted w ith the current th roughou t the 
n igh t and nex t day. T he river contracting here to  abou t 250  m etres 
steadily passes along deserts or sw am py oases w here the  T urko ­
m ans nom adize on the w est side and the Kirghiz on the east one. 
T he Kirghiz here call them selves K asaks; bu t it is quite w rong , as 
it has been advanced  by a few au tho rs, to  call the Kirghiz in P a ­
mir Kasaks, for the  latter know  no th ing  a t all of this designation.
W hile halting in a w ood  to  shoot pheasants som e Kirghiz w om en 
w ith  their children from  the neighbouring  yurts came dow n to  the 
bank  to  talk w ith  ou r m en. Their appearance is m ore Tartar than 
M ongol w hereas the contrary is the  case with the Kirghiz in the 
east of Central Asia. In one respect they  are all alike, nam ely 
their dirty appearance.

O n  our passage th rough  the desert w e visited a few yurts, like 
those of the o ther Kirghiz in Central Asia consisting of a w ooden  
fram e w hich is easily knocked toge ther, and  across w hich felt is 
stretched. In the  m iddle of the felt ten t is the hearth from  w hich
the sm oke escapes th rough  a w ooden  ring  in the ceiling. W e caught
a  specim en of the greyish snake w hich lives here in the desert and 
different sort of lizards, here reaching a length of abou t 3A metre. 
T hey  are n o t unlike small crocodiles, m ove along with great speed, 
and  w hen surprised  they  daringly p u t them selves in a postu re  of 
defence. All along  the banks there is bu t a short distance betw een 
ruins of old clay-castles rem iniscent of the unsafe tim es th rough  
w hich the natives have lived. Several of them  bear nam es suitable 
to  warlike conditions, for instance, D ana-shehr (The W ise Lion); 
they  are always built in places of the m ost difficult access.

W e now  traversed  a narrow  channel of a b read th  of abou t 120 
m etres w here the  high sandstone brinks go  steeply dow n to  the 
river; w e pass the  B okharan-K hivinian boundary  w here the frontier 
g uards of these countries live in w retched  clay-houses in the  midst 
of a desert. H ere is the po in t of U tsh tepe (Three Hills) of w hich 
the story  goes tha t an  old g ian t s tood  here striding across the  A m u 
D arya to  fish. H e to o k  up the fish w ith his hands and  fried 
them  by hold ing  them  up against the  sun. It is n o t so hot, indeed,



now  that fish can be fried in th is w ay, bu t nevertheless it w as so 
bad  at n o o n  tha t the heat rendered  every  exertion im possible, and  
the tem peratu re  of the rapid river rose  to  abou t 28° C.

In the  afternoon  on  the 27 th  of Ju n e  it cam e on  to  b low  a 
hurricane w hich forced us to  m o o r as soon  as possible. T he drif­
ting  sand filled the air; in  the  evening  the rain pou red  dow n  and  
th e  lightning flashed in the horizon. D rifting along w e had  caught 
a large eagle hanging  his w ings on the  bank  and  rum pled  b y  the 
w ater. W e tied  the  bird in  our boat, and after being dried  by  th e  
w ind he recovered  his senses. H e m ust have fallen in to  th e  w ater 
on  try ing  to  fish and have been  sw ep t off by the current and  again 
th row n  on  shore. G oing northw ard  on  the 28 th  of Ju n e  w e let 
him  fly; he  d id  no t, how ever, reach the bank, b u t fell in to  the  
w ater in  the  m idst of the  river. H e seem ed accustom ed to  th a t 
so rt of excursion, for he held his head  and tail p roud ly  ab o v e  the  
w ater row ing, so to  speak, coolly along  by m eans of his w ings. 
A fter g rea t exertions w e g o t him  safe into the boat and  to o k  him  
w ith  us to  Khiva. T o-day w e steadily drifted on past deserts  o r 
p o o r  steppes on  the eastern and  m arshy oases on the w estern  bank. 
S om e old ruins of clay-forts, the  y u rts  of the T urkom ans behind  
th e  pop lar and  tam arisk w oods in the  w est and  the  y u rts  of the  
K asaks in  lo n g  row s on the naked  sand  banks in the east are w hat 
the  banks reflect. W e had to  s top  a t the  po in t of A gyar ow ing 
to  the storm . H ere w ere m any gem as shipping salt tha t w as taken  
dow n to  the bank  by  natives on  their h igh tw o-w heeled  carriages 
(arba) from  a spo t, according to  th e  natives situated a t a distance 
of abou t 3 kilom etres from  the river. W hile staying here  a fleet 
of 9 large gem as under sail w ere forcing their w ay  past us against 
the  current. O ne feels transported  far back in tim e on seeing  these 
archaic boats; the  situation w as n o t unlike the well know n picture 
of the cruise of the N orm ans up  th e  Seine. O n such ships A lex­
ander the  G reat perhaps sailed on th e  A m u D arya. H e is know n 
by  the nam e of Iskandär by  all natives in Asia, and  w hen  the 
latter w ant to  p rove the very  old age of som ething they  generally  
relate tha t it ow es its origin to  Iskandär or Am ir tem ir (Tam erlan).

T he river now  w idens o u t considerably  to a b read th  of abou t 
1 k ilom etre, b u t bo th  banks becom e poorer and poorer, for the  
m ost part sand  banks from  w hich the in tense light, th row n back 
as from  a plate-glass, hurts our eyes. N o one bu t those  w ho  have 
lived in the  yellow ish g rey  deserts under a cloudless sky and  a 
burn ing  sun know s w hat light is. It exhilarates and stim ulates, bu t



consequently  is w earying. A nd nevertheless, in spite of the m any 
draw backs of th is light and  heat, I always long for these regions 
w hen  I have passed som e tim e in o u r ow n rainy, dark and  misty
climate. H ere one feels like the butterfly floating freely in the air and
at hom e like the  larve lying in its cocoon. Tow ards evening w e 
m oored  at the  edge of a w ood, b u t w e w ere soon obliged to  
w ithdraw  before the m osquitoes.

O n  the 29 th  of June in the m orn ing  we passed the Khivinian 
custom -house, a hu t m ade of reed-m ats standing close to  the  bank. 
H ere w e stopped , bu t as the native custom s’ officials w ere absent, 
w e sailed on. T he river now  w idens o u t to  abou t 3 kilom etres,
and  round  abou t are fertile 
oases and  islands the m o ­
n o to n y  of w hose green 
m asses is b roken  by  the 
yellow ish g rey , flat-roofed 
clay-houses. T ow ards eve­
n ing  w e m oored  in front 
of the Russian tow n of P e ­
tro  A lexandrow sk beside a 
Russian tran spo rt vessel, the 
only  th ing  w hich show ed 
any  trace of civilization. W e 
slept as usual in the boat, 
b u t our boatm en rested 
under their m osquito-nets 
on the shore w here there 
w ere lots of large spiders.

O n the 30 th  of June early in the  m orning  w e sent up  our 
cards to  the  D istrict G overno r in P e tro  A lexandrowsk, Colonel 
G alkin, and  soon  after a djigit (guide) arrived w ith a Sartish arba, 
the only  public conveyance of the  tow n  which, like those com ­
m only used b y  the Russians, consisted  of an osier basket hanging 
on  th ree bars betw een 4 w heels. In this basket w e drove up 
to  the colonel in o u r evening dresses. F ortunately  the djigit 
first to o k  u s into a house w hich the  colonel had  left at ou r dis­
posal, and here w e brushed off a g o o d  deal of the loess dust in 
which w e had  been enveloped during  the 6 kilom etres w e had 
covered  from  the  river to  the tow n. T he colonel, a sort of G o ­
verno r of the district to  the south  of the  Aral and at the sam e time 
political agen t to  the Khan of Khiva, received us very  kindly com ­
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m unicating tha t the K han had  m ade preparations for o u r stay ing  
in his tow n . W e passed the n ig h t at the colonel’s to g e th er w ith 
som e officers, and the day after w e a ttended  a small soiree in the  
com pany of the  officers of the garrison  and their ladies in  the  So- 
branja w here w e had music from  the  military band.

P etro  A lexandrow sk is a to ta lly  Russian tow n  situated in  a v e ry  
fertile and  well irrigated oasis at a  distance of abou t 2 kilom etres 
from  the bank  of the A m u D arya. T w o large canals, called arik 
o r yäp  b y  the  natives, lead the w ater from  the river in to  th e  oasis. 
F rom  th e  large canals the w ater b y  m eans of mills is led th ro u g h

the smaller d itches in to  the 
fields. T hese mills know n 
by the natives from  tim e 
im m em orial are tu rn ed  b y  
horses, cam els o r  oxen ; 
these are seen everyw here 
on the large canals go ing  
steadily round  in a circle 
in the shade of large wil­
low s or poplars. A  large 
vertically p laced w ooden  
w heel, w hose felly is fur­
nished all over w ith  ear­
thenw are jugs, is p u t in  m o ­
tion by m eans of to o th ed  
wheels. O n  m oving  ro und  
the vessels raise the  w ater 

from  the low er situated arik and  p o u r it in to  a w o o d en  tro u g h  
standing  on the g round . W ater is never w anting as, for instance, 
in B okhara and  other oases in T urkestan , as the A m u D arya  is 
always able to  y ield a sufficient am ount, and  as the  soil consists of 
the fertile loess w here plants are called forth  as if by  magic, if there 
is only p len ty  of water, P etro  A lexandrow sk is one of the  m ost 
luxuriant oases I have seen in C en tral Asia. T he farms of the  na­
tives su rrounded  by  the high clay-walls look, indeed, m ore w ell-to- 
do  than in  the  o ther parts of T urkestan . T he streets in the  tow n  
are like those  in  o ther Central A siatic tow ns fringed b y  trees w hich 
afford excellent shade against the  b u rn in g  sun; in m any places they  
form  a real w ilderness from  w hich is heard  the song  of num erous 
nightingales.

The tow n  has abou t 3000  inhabitants. Its garrison consists of
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1 battalion of infantry and 1 regim ent of Cossacks. Form erly  there 
w ere tw o battalions of infantry, bu t one of them  was a short time 
ago rem oved  to  the  A fghan frontier near the tow n of Patta-gusar. 
In the m iddle of a large, open place is the  little church of the tow n, 
and in this neighbou rhood  the  D istrict G overnor lives in a house 
w hich before the  arrival of the R ussians in 1873 belonged to  the 
Khivinian B eg resid ing here as the G o v ern o r of the Khan of Khiva. 
A  native K hivinian consul w ho lives in P e tro  A lexandrow sk leads 
the  negatiations w ith  the K han w ho governs the internal affairs of 
his coun try  independently , 
having pow er of life and 
limb over his subjects. The 
inhabitants bathe m uch in 
the  large ariks, and ladies 
are seen sw im m ing un ­
concernedly ab o u t in the 
d irty yellow  w ater. O w ing 
to  the  heat, w hich is said 
to  be specially oppressive 
w hen the east w ind  blows 
from  the sand desert of 
Kizil Kum, everyone sleeps 
in the  open  air under mos- 
quito-nets. D elicious gra­
pes, peaches, apricots, ap ­
ples and m elons grow  in 
the  oasis. T he district 
physician, M r. K um berg, on w hom  w e called, stated that the  fever 
w as n o t so bad  here —  the opposite w ou ld  be m ore probable, judg ing  
from  the appearance of the oasis — , th a t there  w ere no  scorpions, 
and  that nearly all the  natives (Usbegs) w ere affected w ith veneric 
diseases. T he tow n  has som e Russian storehouses and a post- and 
telegraph-office. In its im m ediate precincts live som e Ural Cossack 
families w ho w ere relegated hither in 1876.

O n the 2nd  of Ju ly  we left the tow n  in  the middle of the day 
in a smaller gem a w hich Colonel G alkin had  procured, as our boat­
m en though t tha t the large boat w ould  no t be able to  pass the 
canal that leads to  K hiva from  the A m u D arya. A Khivinian djigit 
had jo ined us and  accom panied us in th e  boat. A strong  w ind 
from the north-w est b rough t on a p leasant coolness during our cros­
sing the river w hich is often so low  th a t w e had to  be hauled

B rid g e  a c r o s s  th e  c a n a l  f r o m  th e  A m u  D a ry a  to  K h iv a .



across the  sand banks by  the  boatm en w ading in  a row , one  behind  
the o ther. A fter reaching the  left bank we ran into a canal tha t 
w aters the  oasis as far as K hiva. A t first it is only  ab o u t 2 0 — 25 
m etres broad . Its course is even and  rapid, and  on  its banks are 
kishlaks, small groves and fertile corn-fields. Large herds of cow s,

donkeys, d rom edaries and 
camels s tand  ab o u t along  
the banks w here  the  shep ­
herds pass som e hou rs  of 
the  day in fishing w ith  nets 
and  hooks. T he clay-hou- 
ses often s to o d  on  the  bank  
itself, and in  th e  shade of 
the trees h o r s e s , camels, 
cow s o r do n k ey s  g o  ro u n d  
in a circle d riv ing  th e  curi­
ous w ater-m ills w hose crea­
king is the m o st typical 
sound  heard  a long  the ca­
nal. In som e places Kirghiz 
in their felt yu rts  live 
am ong  the U sbegs; am ong  
them selves th e  latter are 
always called Ö sb ag  after 
their ancestor. T ow ards eve­
n ing  w e s to p p e d  in fron t of 
a b ridge and  n o t to  be run 
into w e hau led  the b o a t into 
a side-canal, w en t on shore

W a te r - w h e e l  fo r  th e  i r r ig a tio n  o f  th e  f ie ld s  in  K h iv a . T h e  a n d  І З І С І  d o W I l  to  s I g G D  О П  
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water runs out into tiic ditches in the field. place w as called D urghaid ik .

O n  the  3 rd  of Ju ly  w e rose  early as usual, the  sun  p reven ting  
us from  sleep ing  any  m ore. T here  w as a beautiful v iew  here . T he 
yellow ish grey , well kep t clay-walls of the  kishlaks w en t sheer dow n 
to  th e  bank . T he w om en in the ir red  dresses w ith  kerchiefs o n  their 
heads sat on  the  bank  w ash ing  o r resting  beneath  th e  shadow  of 
the trees w ith  their small children. T he U sbegs d ressed  in  b row ­
nish red  caftans and  high fur-caps galloped ab o u t o n  their arbas; 
a crow d of riders crossed at full speed  the prim itive w o o d en  bridge 
form ing an arch across the  canal and  covered w ith  reeds and  clay.



O lu fse n : B okhara

T he water-m ills w ere in m otion everyw here, the cattle w ere being 
driven ou t from  the tow n  by the com m on shepherd, and  round 
abou t on  the  fertile g round  vines w ound  round  the clay-houses 
w hich w ere overshadow ed b y  m ulberry- and apricot-trees. Looking 
up  the canal w e saw  through  a tunnel of w illow s, poplars and 
m ulberry-trees from  w hich the w om en fled on our passing by, but 
the  m en cam e dow n to  
the bank  crying o u t a Sa- 
lam A leikum  to  us. W e 
passed som e o ther bridges 
of the sam e kind as the 
first one, and  at one of 
them  is a kadam gä, a cu­
bical clay-building, crow ­
ned  by  a small cupola above 
which w hite rags w aved on 
staffs. In the  grove, w here 
this kadam gä is, the saint 
H azreti Palvän-A ta has re­
sted. H e is the  patron  saint 
of Khiva and in one  night 
he built the  canal w hich is 
100 kilom etres long.

After ea ting  ou r pillau 
under the shade of a mul- 
berry-tree w e now  drifted 
th rough  the num erous 
w indings of th e  canal; be­
tw een villages and  copses 
to  the next arched bridge 
w here our Khivinian dji­
g it asked us to  stop  to  take 
a cup of tea at his colle­
ague’s, the overseer of a neighbouring clay-palace, w hich belongs to 
the Khan. T he gardens of the palace are w atered by an engine 
th a t com es near to  a perpetual m o tio n , nam ely a mill-wheel kept 
go ing  by  the current in the canal and at the same time raising the 
w ater in the  above nam ed earthenw are jugs. The next 6 kilom etres 
w e advanced w ere th rough  a stretch  of poor w oodless steppes. 
T he canal w hose w aters had becom e absorbed to  a great ex ten t by 
the  num erous side-canals was so narrow  now  that tw o boats could
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hardly  pass by  each other. It w as the  finest p iece of road  w e had  
travelled  over in Central A sia; a m ore splendid and  idyllic w ater­
w ay  is hard ly  to  be found than  th is canal covered by  a roo f of leaves.

In the  afternoon a K hivinian official cam e on  board  to  w elcom e 
us before ou r arrival at the tow n . He w ore the usual K hivinian

dress and  w as arm ed 
w ith sabre and  dagger, 
ho ld ing  in his h an d  a 
battle-axe w ith  silver 
handle. T he sam e so rt 
of parade axe is also 
in  use in  B okhara . O n  
the Em ir rid ing  th rough  
the  tow n  of Bokhara, 
the suprem e police of­
ficer in  th e  city (Mir- 
shab) w alks in fron t of 
the  procession  w ith  the 
axe. In the  darkness of 
n igh t, w hile the  fever 
stench ro se  from  the 
rice-fields o n  the  bank, 
w e s to p p ed  w here a 
small p h ae to n  and  
tw o arbas w aited  for 
us. A m idst m uch  scol­
d ing  the baggage w as 
loaded  o n  the arbas, 
and w e had  a break ­
neck drive across fields

T h e  s o n  o f  th e  K h iv a  D iv a m b e g i, S a r d a r  B e y , in  R u s s ia n  u n ifo rm  a n d  S f i k S  S ü d  t h r O U g f r  
(lie  h a d  th e  r a n k  o f a  c a p ta in - l ie u te n a n t)  (s o u s -c a p ita in e ) .  i  t

narrow  lanes w here 
a single tallow -candle

was lighted here and there in a dukhan  (shop); and  a t last w e 
stopped  at a large clay-palace w ith  a spacious yard  w here  w e w ere 
received by  a stou t Khivinian official, th e  son of the  D ivam begi of 
K hiva (P rim e M inister), w ho invited  us to  be his guests du rin g  our 
stay  in  Khiva. W e had  a sho rt talk w ith  the K hivinian, h ad  a glass
of tea and  w en t to  sleep in  g o o d  E uropean  beds, be ing  u n d er no
apprehensions lest we should  be  m olested  in th is place, form erly 
such a no to rious th ieves’ nest.



The next m orn ing  the tw o sons of the  D ivam begi arrived, M a- 
hom m ed B ey and  Sardar Bey; upon  the  form er w ho had  received 
us in the evening the rank and distinctions of a Russian captain-lieute- 
nan t had been  conferred b y  Czar Nicolas. T hey were accom panied by 
a N ogai (from Krim) w ho was appo in ted  terdjum an (in terpreter) 
to  the Khan. T he N o ­
gai w ho w ore a large 
fur-cap like the  o ther 
Khivinians, because he 
was in the service of 
the Khan, spoke Rus­
sian fluently. H e had 
com e along to  act as 
interpreter, b u t w as 
surprised by  hearing 
that w e ferenghi (fo­
reigners) spoke better 
Turkish than Russian, 
a  fact sim ply due to  
our always associating 
with the natives on 
our travels.

T he tw o Khivini­
ans took  m uch interest 
in E urope, know ing  a 
great deal of the peo ­
ple of this p a rt of 
the  w orld  and  their 
institutions, even of the 
Peace C ongress in La 
H ague. D uring  our 
stay in K hiva these 
three had a talk w ith 
us nearly every  day.
In contradistinction from  the Bokharan officials w ho are drow ned 
in m ere etiquette it is a pleasure to  speak  w ith the straight-forw ard 
and  natural K hivinians.

The U sbegs of w hich race are all tow nspeop le  in Khiva take up 
an interm ediate position betw een the  uncivilized nom ads, Kirghiz 
and T urkom ans, and  the refined B okhara people of w hom  a 
g reat deal are Tadjiks. The upper classes in K hiva, the educated
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people, if they  m ay be term ed so, try  to  pick u p  the practical and  
reasonable reform s from  E urope , w hereas Bokhara peop le  are m ore 
inclined to  w hat one m ight call hum bug.

In the  afternoon  the D ivam begi of Khiva, M ahom m ed o r M ahom m ad 
M urad  D ivam begi paid us a visit; he is universally said b y  everyone  to  
possess the  greater part of the  coun try  of Khiva, w hereas th e  K han 
him self is said to  be less w ealthy. H e also b ro u g h t a long  w ith 
him  his Russian in terpreter, b u t w as obliged to  p u t u p  w ith  our 
som ew hat b roken  Turkish conversation. The 72 year o ld  m an in 
his b row nish  red don  (caftan) and  w ith the large b row n  sheep-

T h e  to w n  w a ll  ro u n d  th e  to w n  o f K h iv a . (T h e s m a l l  R u s s ia n  c a r r ia g e  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  D iv a m b e g i) .

skin cap on  his head  resem bled a veritable old b rig an d s’ chief, 
w hich he has certainly b een , b u t ow ing  to  the  frow ns of fortune 
he m ust now  keep quiet. H e to ld  us of the m any  fights against 
B okhara in w hich he had taken  part, m aking a significant gesture to  
show , how  one  then  em p loyed  bow s to  shoo t w ith. Before the 
Russians had  conquered  C en tral Asia, B okhara and  K hiva had  p er­
petual contests w ith  each o ther, and  even now  they  d o  n o t agree. 
K hiva w as steadily w orried  by  th e  rapacious T ekke-T urkom ans (He- 
g o a t T urkom ans) w ho from  M erv  and  the deserts so u th  of K hiva 
m ade continual assaults on  the walls of this tow n. „L ater on  we 
h ad  rifles, in d e ed ,“ w en t on the  D ivam begi, „and on  th e  arrival of 
th e  R ussians w e had  the sam e so rt of guns as th o se  w hich  N ap o ­
leon carried  against M o sc o u “ . T he curren t belief th a t the A ral 
lake d id  n o t exist a t som e rem ote tim e w as confirm ed b y  the 
D ivam begi w ho reported  tha t it w as said in K hiva th a t w hen  Jen-



O utlook from the town w all across the town of Khiva tow ards the n o rth . In the foreground tom bs situated on the slope of the w a ll .



ghis K han  cam e h ither w ith  his K alm uks in the  13th cen tury , the 
depression  w here the Aral lake is now  situated, w as inhabited  b y  the  
Aral people, and  then  there  w as a large tow n  here, A dak. W hen 
the o ld  m inister had learned w ho we w ere , and  w hat w e w anted, 
he drove off in his small Russian phaeton  follow ed b y  a large 
attendance of Khivinians, w ho w ith  their large fur-caps looked  like 
a real escort of the guard.

L ater on  w e retu rned  his visit. H e lived near us in a large 
extensive clay-building, such as are seen all round  here, su rro u n d ed  
by  a large well w atered orchard. M ost of the room s in his house 
w ere carpeted , bu t otherw ise em pty ; bu t 3  small room s he had  by  
the help of the  in terpreter of the K han, the  N ogai A giev, fur­
nished to ta lly  in E uropean  style w ith  chairs, tab les , curta ins and  
hangings. W hile taking tea  an d  eating p reserved  fruits w ith  us, 
the  old m an sat in his easy-chair, as if he had  alw ays b een  accu­
stom ed  to  rest in  this w ay. O n ly  the large fur-cap looked  curious 
in  the  E uropean  surroundings. It is interesting  to  see the  defe­
rence everyw here show n by  Asiatics tow ards their fathers, w hich I 
have now  observed in m any places. W hen w e cam e u p  to  the 
D ivam begi, he  w as no t in , and  until his arrival his e ldest son  did  
th e  honou rs. A s soon  as the  father appeared, the  son  d isappeared  
w ith a b o w  into the an teroom  w here he rem ained du ring  ou r visit.

T he day  after the  D ivam begi h ad  called u p o n  u s w e had  an 
audience of the  Khan. A t 5 o ’clock in the  afternoon  w e w ere fet­
ched  in th e  carriages of the  D ivam begi, each day  left a t ou r dis­
posal; the  Khivinian djigit, w ho served  as o u r gu ide in  the  tow n 
during  o u r stay here , led the w ay, and  w e d row e u p  to  the  p a ­
lace, that w as encircled b y  a very  high clay-wall, th ro u g h  th e  n a r ­
row  streets filled w ith  loess dust. In a small an terior co u rt under 
th e  shade of an apricot-tree w as the  old D ivam begi sitting  on a 
felt carpet. By the help of a sho rt silver cane he rose  and  b id  us 
take a seat on  som e reed-chairs p u t up there for the  purpose. 
F rom  here  w e could see th rough  an endless series of ro o m s, all 
w ith sim ple yellow  clay-walls w here  m any of the a ttendan ts  of the 
K han arm ed w ith scimitars and  daggers ran abou t as in an  an t­
hill. All w ere dressed in the brow nish  red  d o n , and  a stranger 
w ou ld  be unable to  see any  difference betw een the  various ranks 
of courtiers.

A fter w aiting som e m inutes w e w ere to ld  tha t th e  K han  w as 
ready  to  receive us, and the D ivam begi now  to o k  us th ro u g h  m any 
em pty  room s, only decorated w ith m any sabres and  daggers han-



ging  on  the walls, and w here the Khivinians form ed a row . W e 
believed tha t w e should  at last be adm itted  into the p rince’s pre­
sence in a hall se t ou t w ith beautiful carpets and  painted colum ns, 
b u t having passed  a large room  laid w ith cem ent w here slender 
poplars g rew  up  through  an open ing  in the roof and  flowering 
neria stood  in large groups, w e w en t o u t into a large and  splendid 
garden. T he D ivam begi m ade a significant gesture as if to  say: 
“There he is” . A nd if he had n o t called our attention to  the  man, 
w e w ould n o t have though t him  to  be the Khan of K harezm  or 
Khaverism  (the nam e of the regions sou th  of the Aral lake and 
along the banks of the A m u D arya).

O n  a small clay-platform by  the  high clay-wall tha t encircles 
the  palace th e  K han w as resting on a com m on felt carpet, such as 
is in the possession  of even the poo rest m an in K hiva, his elbow 
leaning upon  a leather cushion. H e w ore neither jewels n o r arms, 
only a simple, brow n- and blue-striped don  and a high sheep-skin 
cap. A t the  foot of the  platform  w ere a score of beautiful stal­
lions tied to  their m angers. H e bid us sit dow n, w e did n o t know  
im m ediately w here, for it seem s som ew hat strange to  galla dressed 
o r dress-coated people to  sit dow n on  the  bare g round ; b u t there 
w as no th ing  else to  do. O u t of regard  to  m y uniform  I sat dow n 
on the felt carpet beside him. T he conversation principally turned 
upon  our coun try  abou t w hose physiognom y be questioned us, 
and  w hat ou r business w as in Khiva. H e proved  to  have a pretty 
good  know ledge of E urope and  w as anxious to  learn w hat practical 
things could be obtained from  D enm ark. H e seem ed to  be som e­
w hat shy, he  spoke gravely and in  short sentences. H e is of a 
real Usbegic, som ew hat coarse type, abou t the m iddle heigh t with 
g rey  beard, only  54 years old, b u t looking  a little older. H e has 
reigned in K hiva for 36  years and is said by  all w ho know  him 
to  be very  sym pathetic, and to  take a grea t interest in  the  reform s 
of his coun try  and  in his subjects w ho num ber 8 0 0000 . He is 
a Russian general of honour and  decorated  with high Russian 
orders. H e governs in person , and  all public w orks that have 
to  be executed are subm itted to  him . H e often superin tends the 
perform ance of the w orks to  the  m inutest details. H e is the su­
p rem e judge of the country , and  all lawsuits are settled by  him; 
in the fo renoon  and  afternoon he passes som e hours in  his harem  
w hich is said to  consist of 60  w om en. The rest of the  tim e is 
spent in governm en t affairs.

A fter talk ing w ith us for som e tim e, steadily w ithout in terpreter,



h e  m ade one' of his m en show  us abou t his beautiful, extensive 
garden  w here  there w as a luxurian t abundance of peaches, grapes, 
aprico ts and  apples. All ro und  am ong  the trees there  w ere small 
ariks, and even  fine flow er g ro u p s  w ere n o t lacking. It w as ex ­
ceedingly  w ell kept in contradistinction from  the gardens in  B okhara 
and  T urkestan  w hich are often m ore  like w ildernesses than  gardens. 
T he general im pression conveyed  b y  K hiva is that all, houses, farms, 
ariks an d  gardens are in a better condition  than elsew here in C en ­
tral Asia. A fter looking at the garden , we again talked fo r som e 
m inutes w ith  Seit M ahom m ed-R ahim -B ahadur K han, w hich  is his 
nam e. H e w as still ly ing on his felt carpet su rrounded  b y  his 
chief courtiers w ho sat on the  g ro u n d  abou t him, and  of course, 
he d id  n o t rise on  our taking leave of him, as th is w ou ld  d isparage 
him  in the  eyes of his subjects. F rom  the K han w e d rove  to  his 
son, the  heir apparent, w ho lived in a smaller clay-palace. H e 
received us in  the sam e w ay  as his father, lying on  a ca rpet on  a 
clay-platform  facing the garden, and  leaning his elbow s on  a leather 
cushion. H e is a tall, pale m an w ith  a th in  m oustache and  of a 
som ew hat jew ish  appearance, 2 7  years old and  the fourth  son  of 
the  K han. H is nam e is Seit E sfendier tura. T he conversation  w ith 
him  principally tu rned  upon  the Peace C ongress in  La H ag u e of 
w hich he knew  a great deal, and  w hat he said on the  w hole ind i­
cated  considerable intelligence. T he U sbegic race to  w hich  the 
presen t K han belongs has only  reigned  in Khiva during  th is cen ­
tu ry ; before them  the Kirghiz (Kasaks) w ith their K hans had  occu ­
pied th is territory , w hereas the  U sbegs w ere separated  in  sm aller 
societies g o verned  by  Beys w ho resided  in the  tow ns of K ona 
U rgend tsh , K ungrad  and  several to w n s sou th  of the  A ral. K ona 
U rgend tsh  (O ld  U rgendtsh) is the  sacred tow n  of the K hivinians, 
and  after th is tow n  the country  here  is always called U rgend tsh  b y  
all natives in B okhara and T urkestan.

If one w an ts to  rem em ber a tow n , it is im portan t to  gain a su rv ey  of 
the p lace from  a good  poin t of view , and  this is still m ore neces­
sary  in C entral Asia w here the  g ro u n d  w ith its oases and  steppes 
is alm ost qu ite  flat. Therefore one  day  w e m ounted  th e  h ighest 
m inaret of th e  tow n  (Uzun M inar =  L ong  M inaret) th a t is abou t 
40  m etres high, and from  w hich the  w hole tow n  and oasis can be 
su rveyed . F ro m  here one looks dow n  upon  m any flat clay-roofs, 
dow n in to  narrow  labyrinths of streets w inding ro u n d  in  the  an t­
hill. A bove these  rise 5— 6 m inarets, abou t 30— 40 m etres h igh, 
and  several sm aller w hich stand  o u t above the roofs on ly  a few



metres. E veryw here are seen large and  small dom e-shaped buildings, 
covered w ith green and blue encrusted tiles; these are the so-called 
gum bases w hich contain som e aulia (saint’s tom b). Like o ther greater 
tow ns in Central Asia K hiva has m any saints, and all around  
w hite or coloured  rags are seen w aving  on staffs erected on these 
gum bases to  p o in t ou t the sacredness of the spot. It looks as if 
Khiva w ere flagged on account of a  festival, one sees so  m any

B u ria l  g r o u n d  in  th e  to w n  o l  K h iv a , G u m b a s e s  a n d  k a b r s  o n e  a m o n g  th e  o th e r .

saints’ colours (allam). The central p a rt of the tow n  w ith  the 
palaces, m osques (mashit), m edresses, and bazar of the  K han is 
surrounded  by  a h igh crenelated wall, m ade of loess, w ith  num e­
rous bastions. This quarter is again divided in to tw o parts b y  a 
partition-wall to  the north  of w hich is the  w inter residence of the 
K han above w hich rises a high square w atch-tow er. In this reduit 
the Khan took  refuge in troubled  tim es, and  here he has his dw el­
lings, store-room s, harem  and  a m osque. In the southern part of 
the  inner quarter are a large collection • of m edresses and  m ashits 
above w hich rises th e  glazed tile cupola of Hazreti-Palw än A ta and 
the half-finished, barrel form ed m inaret of M ahom m ad A m in



B ahadur K han. This inner w ell-preserved wall has one  gate  facing 
each of the  four quarters of the  g lobe ; these gates are defen d ed  by- 
tw o tow ers built of bricks. T he gate tow ards the  n o rth  is called 
B aghtshe darvasa (The G arden  Road), th a t tow ards the  east Palw än 
darvasa (The G ian t Road) and  the  w estern  gate A ta darvasa (The 
F a th e rs’ Road). O utside the  inner wall is a low er w all th a t has 
fallen dow n  in m any places. B etw een the inner and  ou te r wall 
are g roups of clay-houses, o pen  places, the so-called m aidans em ­
ployed  for fairs, and stinking, rush-grow n pools.

O u tside  the  ou ter wall tow ards the no rth  are seen  no th ing  
b u t luxuriant high poplars and  fruit-trees, bu t sou thw ards the re  is 
only a narrow  stripe of oasis bo rdered  by  the terrib le T rans­
caspian d esert of Kara Kum, th e  yellow  tufts of w hich p eep  forth  
behind  th e  green  trees. B oth  o n  the outer and  inner side of the 
inner wall the  Khivinian tom bs are stow ed aw ay as on  shelves, 
often reaching  the very  to p  of th e  wall; a sarcophagus of po in ted  
structure form s a small house above the  tom b th a t is bu ilt on  the 
g ro u n d  o r above som e o ther tom b. Several of these to m b s have 
tum bled  dow n, so tha t the skeletons are seen inside them . W hen 
a tom b has fallen dow n, the  K hivinians say tha t the  d ead  m an has 
been an evil person . G od him self has destroyed  his to m b  and  
taken  aw ay som e of his b o n es , so tha t he canno t rise on the 
D ay  of Judgm ent. T he w hole te rrito ry  outside the  ou te r w all is 
d iv ided into squares encircled b y  h igh  clay-walls from  w hich the 
trees p ro jec t as flowers in a vase. Each house is a sm all fortress 
w hose gate  is barred a t night. All suggests the  g rea t fertility  of 
the  oasis and  one tanab of land costs abou t 650  sh. near the  tow n. 
1 T anab =  6 0  □  paces. F arther n o rth  the  price sinks to  5 5  sh. the  
tanab.

W e w alk dow n into  the to w n  w hich contains abou t 15000 in ­
habitants, all U sbegs; there are also a few  of Persian descen t b ro u g h t 
h ither at som e rem ote tim e as slaves. W e pass th ro u g h  a m aze 
of narrow  lanes w here there  is ju s t room  for one carriage. A s in 
all tow ns in  C entral Asia the  streets are unpaved  and  rough , so  that 
every  m om en t one  expects the  carriage to  be upse t in th e  m iddle 
of the street, and  dense clouds of the  fine loess dust arise betw een  
the yellow ish g rey  clay-walls. If o n e  m eets one of th e  arbas of th e  na­
tives, it is obliged to  retire into a side-street before one can drive on. 
B ut the road-traffic is no t so g rea t as, for instance, at B okhara  w here 
a street is often b locked half a  d ay  b y  loaded arbas. A  few  U s­
begs are seen  on  their horses or donkeys; small children, half or



quite naked, lie outside the houses raking up the dust; a woman 
in red peeps ou t th rough  a half-open do o r o r passes us, her yel­
low ish grey, long  linen cloak (farandje) d raw n up over her head 
and  a thick black horse-hair’s veil over her face. A g o o d  m any 
pretty  w om en  are seen here, and  in Khiva they are n o t so afraid 
of d raw ing aside the veil as at B okhara. M any rem ain at their 
w ork  outside the house 
unveiled, enjoy ing  the 
sensation of being obser­
ved, b u t their m orals are 
said to  be very  lax, in ­
deed. T he y ounger un ­
m arried w om en  are always 
dressed in red, w earing on 
their heads a small cap 
(doppe) w ith  a tuft of 
ow l’s feathers. T he ow l’s 
feathers keep  off the evil 
spirits w hich according to 
the K hivinians float in the 
air in great num bers. T he 
evil spirit Alvasti is m ost 
feared. A lvasti, a cor­
ruption of the  w ord of 
O rm uzd, the  G od of light 
in the doctrine of Z oroa­
ster, has here degenerated 
into an evil spirit in the 
form  of an old w om an.
O ne night during our stay 
in Khiva the Khivinian w ho Part 01 a slreel in ll"  ,0WI1 ol Ki,iva-
kept w atch in the yard
came up to  us to  ask our servant Sherif to  sleep w ith him  in the 
yard, there being  lots of spirits o u t there w hom  he feared very 
m uch. T he old  w om en always w ear a bluish dress and often walk 
abou t unveiled. W om en tha t are beauties, when 14— 16 years old, 
look  like old hags at the  age of 20.

A lm ost in the m iddle of the tow n  is the bazar that is b u t small. 
F rom  a sm all serai only consisting of a few gloom y brick vaults 
radiate som e short rhastas (covered street) and the business trans­
acted at them  is chiefly concerned w ith Russian stuffs, tea, Russian



porcellain and  com m on necessities of life. O riginal p ro d u cts  are 
g o o d  heavy  silks w hich cannot easily be used in E u rope  as they  
are w oven  in  short pieces, each of w hich is differently co loured . 
In the  w ho le  bazar it is, by  the  w ay, no t easy to  find tw o  pieces 
alike. T he m anufacture of silk is said to  be rather im portan t at 
present, cultivation of cotton, plays, how ever, the  m ore p rom inen t 
part. T he bazar is supplied w ith m any g o o d  carpets by  the  Y om uts 
w ho nom adize south  and  w est of Khiva. T he best carpets in the 
w orld  are said to  be the  T ekinian from  M erv, w oven  by  the  T u r­
kom an tribe  of Tekins; those  of the  Yom uts com e after these  in 
quality  an d  then  those of the Kirghiz. This classification is at 
any  rate the adequate one in  C entral Asia w here I have h ad  o p p o r­
tunity  of seeing  thousands of these  carpets. T hose w ho have no t 
seen  the  real Tekinian silk carpets, have still som eth ing  to  live for. 
T he beautifu l patterns and the fine juxtaposition of co lours and 
sp lendid  w orkm anship  are a g rea t delight to  the eyes.

T he bazar is quiet, trade is slight, there is no th ing  of the  jab ­
bering  and  chaffering of Bokhara. T he U sbegs sit silent in  their 
sm all dukhans (stall) w here they  have ju st room  enough  to  sit on  
a sm all carpet am idst their small sto re  of goods. W hile standing  
to  look  over the little stall of a  bookseller the  bazar sudden ly  
seem ed to  sta rt in to  life; people rushed  about, m any  h id ing  aw ay. 
“ T he Rais is com ing” . H ere as in  Bokhara the  Rais is the  te rro r 
of all. H e is a high ecclesiastical official under w hom  range also 
various secular charges. H e sees th a t all streets, houses, stalls, 
bridges, balances and m easures are in order, b u t it is also his du ty  
to  see th a t the inhabitants know  their M ahom edan prayers w hich 
th ey  learn  b y  heart in the  A rab language in their ch ildhood  and  
of w hich they  do no t generally  understand  one w ord . N ow  and 
then  he attacks a man, w hom  he m eets by  chance, and  m akes him  
repeat th e  prayers; if he  does n o t know  them , a certain am o u n t of 
lashes are inflicted upon  him  on  the spo t by  the follow ers of the 
Rai's, and then  he is sent to  school to  regain his lost know ledge. 
O ften he m ust even pay  a penalty . T he Rai's does n o t know  of 
o ther punishm ents than penalties and  flogging. The Rais also sees 
tha t the coin is no t clipped o r debased ; for small pieces are often 
clipped off silver and gold  coins. K hiva has its ow n co inage sy ­
stem. 1 tilla (small gold  coin) =  9 tengi. 1 tengi (silver) =  3 2  pul 
(copper). M o st coins in the m arket are from  the tim e of M ahom - 
m ad A m in B ahadur and  are better stam ped than  the  new er. G old- 
m oney  is rarely  seen. Russian m oney  is also received by  the



great m erchants; like the  T urkom ans they call the ruble m anat (from 
the Russian m oneta). In B okhara the Rais passes th rough  the 
streets w earing a dress em broidered with gold and riding on a 
horse decked  w ith a large go ld  saddle-cloth and tassels and fol­
low ed by  a large attendance. In K hiva the Rai's in contradistinc­
tion  to  a com m on well-to-do Khivinian has a colossal w hite turban

O u t lo o k  a c r o s s  th e  r o o f  o n  th e  m e d re s s e  o f M a h o m m a d  A m in  B a h a d u r  K h a n  in  th e  to w n  o f  K h iv a .

w ound round  his fur-cap. It m ust be a disagreeable head  covering 
here w here the  average tem perature during our stay w as +  40° C.

A part from  the bazar, generally called the serai, there is a fair 
every M onday  and  T hursday on a m aidan (flat open place) inside 
the walls. H ere a large com plex of small clay-dukhans are built 
together w here the streets like those of the serai are covered with 
mats. E ach branch of business has its ow n small street. The fruit- 
dealers in  particular are well represented at this time of the year; 
from  their h igh arbas they sell melons, grapes, peaches and  apples 
at a very  cheap price. A t the best m elon period, at the  end of 
July , a large m elon costs about half a farthing. A  large basket



full of delicious large grapes costs ab o u t one p enny  accord ing  to  
the  price ag reed  upon  w ith the  seller, for fixed prices are n o t know n, 
and  w hen  a foreigner asks the price of a m elon, the  K hivinian m ay
perhaps dem and  25  tim es its real price. B ut this is everyw here
the case w ith  all O rientals. It m ay  also happen  in  the tow ns of 
C entral A sia tha t the M ussulm an will n o t sell anyth ing  at all to 
the  foreigner, because he is n o t a M ussulm an. O n  th e  m aidan 
the  b row n, w hite and  black curled  sheep-skins of w hich U sbegs, 
Kirghiz and  T urkom ans m ake th e ir h igh fur-caps, are a g rea t article. 
Saddlers, tea-dealers, copper-sm iths, carpet-dealers and  go ldsm iths 
have their special quarters. T he m aidan  is w rapped  in  dense  clouds 
of loess dust, m ixed w ith the  stench  of boiling fat from  the chai- 
khanehs (tea-houses) w here the  natives take their prim itive meals. 
W hen the w arm  east w ind  blow s across the m aidan, it is alm ost 
into lerable here. A m ong  the num erous riders and  arbas o n  the 
m arket a  sm all singing procession  w inds, consisting of 6 — 8  natives, 
all w ith  p o in ted  camel w ool caps and  a calabash hanging  in  a string  
ro und  the ir arm . T hey have also m any o ther curious th ings, for
instance an old battle-ax, an iron  spear, a stick w ith b o n e  rings
o r such like. T hese are the sing ing  calandars, com m only  know n 
u n d er the  nam e of singing dervishes, the latter being, how ever, of 
ano ther k ind. Calandars are m end ican t friars.

If a m an w ants to  becom e a calandar he reports him self to  
the  so-called calandar-bäbä (grandfather of the  calandars). In con ­
tinual p rayers he now  perform s service for som e m on ths at the  
sain ts’ tom bs as a so rt of w atch, and  if he proves to  be fit for 
becom ing  a m onk, he receives from  the calandar-bäbä a dress consi­
sting  in a po in ted  cap, a black ro p e  to  be tw isted ro u n d  his head, 
a cam el hair shirt, a b road  belt and  a calabash (dried m elon) in 
w hich he collects gifts. T he calandars live by  them selves in a  small 
serai o n  th e  outskirts of the  tow n , beside w hich is the  so-called 
m ussafir-khanäh or khaneh w here arriv ing ishans (ecclesiastics renow ­
ned  for the ir holiness) enjoy hospitality . T he calandars live in  celi­
bacy  and  are  only  allow ed to  su p p o rt life by  beggary. E very  eve­
ning they  take hom e the  gifts received  to  their superin tenden t. M any  
of these calandars are insane, as the  latter are highly esteem ed  by  
the M ahom edans here.

T hey  believe nam ely that G o d  has rem oved the sense i. e. the  
soul to  heaven , and that on ly  the m ortal fram e w alks ab o u t on 
earth. T he subject-m atter of the songs of the calandars is alw ays 
religious, and  th ey  are often ra th e r m elodious. T he derv ishes (dar-
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vish) are ano ther and even m ore rigorous sect of m endicant friars. 
T hey  are alw ays seen singly and  their b o d y  is only covered  b y  a 
pan ther or tiger skin; their h ead  is p ro tected  from  th e  sun  b y  long, 
floating black hair and in their h and  they  carry a large club. T hey 
are often seen in Bokhara w here th ey  pass the n ight a t ho ly  tom bs, 
especially those  of the prophets, b u t there being no p ro p h e ts ’ tom bs 
in K hiva th ey  are n o t found  here. All m ake a wild, crazy appea ­
rance. E very  native w ho m eets a calandar or dervish  im m ediately  
gives him  a mite.

S om e m osques and m edresses in K hiva are m onum enta l buil­
dings. T he m osques, in C entral A sia called mashit, are here very  
unp retend ing . T he largest one is M ashit-i-Kalan (The L arge M ashit) 
on ly  consisting of a  sim ple m ud-build ing w hose flat ro o f is sup ­
po rted  on  carved w ooden  colum ns. O n the floor are grass-m ats 
on  w hich the  natives during p rayer spread their devotional carpets 
o r  in w an t of a carpet the  long  piece of cloth w hich th ey  always 
w ear ro u n d  their w aists over their don . O n  an e levated  s tand , a 
la the resting  on four pillars, the  higher ecclesiastics kneel dow n. 
F rom  th is m ashit a door leads in to  the  w inding stairs of the  long  
m inaret. All buildings w orth  seeing  inside the inner w all of K hiva 
are g ro u p ed  round  “ U zun M inar” . T he only  m ashit specially 
ado rned  is the  m ashit of the K han. It w as built b y  A llah-kul-K han 
in  the  form  of a veranda w ith  sim ple w ooden  co lum ns, b u t the 
walls are everyw here coated w ith  beautiful w hite and  blue, encrusted  
tiles w ith flow ered Persian patternes. T he glazed tiles w hich o rna­
m en t m ashits and  m osques in  all the  tow ns of C entral A sia are 
am ong the m ain relics from  by -gone centuries. O therw ise  every ­
th ing  w as from  tim e im m em orial as now  built of clay w hich 
collapsed after a very  short tim e leaving noth ing  b u t an elevation 
in the  te rrito ry  for the investigator. It w as m y task  here  to  exa­
m ine these encrusted tiles w hose fellows I had seen already  in m ost 
of the tow ns of Turkestan. I could  enum erate each place w here 
this o rnam en t is found, b u t shall on ly  m ention a few  localities, as 
th is sub ject will be  treated  on  elsew here. T hey  occur in  the  larger 
m edresses, am ong  w hich I nam e here those of M ahom m ad  A m in 
B ahadur K han, M oham m ad N ias D ivam begi and  of the  p resen t K han 
Seit M ahom m ad Rehim  or Rahim  Khan, as decorations in  w hite  and  
blue, flow ered patterns above the  po in ted  arches of th e  en trance 
porches and  all along the roofs of the interior of the  m edresse .

T he largest m edresse is the  first nam ed  w hich w ou ld  look  well, 
if it w ere freely exposed to  view , b u t as in  o ther A siatic tow ns
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no th ing  is allow ed to  stand on  an open  place. All is cram m ed 
and  crow ded  together, the A siatics being in the habit of placing 
their stalls against the walls of a  m osque o r m edresse as soon  as 
it has b een  finished. U sing the s tro n g  wall as support, th ey  have 
soon  a sm all b o o th  m ade, generally  consisting only  of a sm all roo f 
of m ats su p p o rted  on som e stem s of trees ram m ed dow n. T h rough  
a narrow  alley betw een som e dirty boo ths we ascend  a small 
m ound , and  now  the beautiful p o rch  of the m edresse ad o rn ed  w ith 
encrusted  tiles stands before us. T he porch  rising h igh  above the 
building is flanked b y  low er w ings w hose po in ted  arches form  niches 
in the wall alm ost up  to  the roof. T he corners of the  bu ild ing  are 
se t w ith  sm all, thim ble form ed tow ers, all covered w ith  g lazed  tiles; 
the  latter look  so pretty  in the  intense sun-shine w hich lights up 
every  crevice. T o  the left of the po rch  is an isolated, barrel form ed 
tow er, a b o u t 3 0  m etres high, everyw here covered w ith  encrusted 
tiles in b lue and green. It w as in ten d ed  to  have been  higher, bu t 
w as never finished. This tow er, U zun M inar and  the  cupola of 
H azreti-Palw än A ta are the only  buildings in K hiva visible from  
w ithou t above  the inner wall, a b o u t 15 m etres h igh an d  w ith  its 
conten ts com m anding the oasis. T hrough the vaults of the  large 
porch  resting  on built pillars w e en ter a yard  of a size of abou t 
70  m etres square and  encircled b y  4  w ings of the  sam e structure 
w ith  po in ted  niches and in the  m iddle of the niches th e  d o o rs  of 
the  m any small room s. A bove all th e  niches are ornam ents of 
encrusted tiles and in the m iddle of the yard  a sm all well w hose 
w ater is saline, as it is in all w ells here that are no t springs. The 
m edresse has 125 room s inhabited  by  abou t 280  m ullah-aspirants. 
T he m edresses are the h ighest M ahom edan  schools in w hich all 
spiritual and  secular officials are educated . The principal subjects 
taugh t here  are religion, w riting an d  arithm etic; som etim es a little 
history  and  m athem atics. T he K oran  is learned by  heart in A rab, 
b u t th ey  do  n o t learn the  language; nevertheless on  en tering  a 
m edresse th e  m ullah-aspirants are often heard  babbling  the A rab 
language from  all the room s of th e  building. In E u rope  the  w ord  
mullah is often supposed  to  m ean  the sam e as ecclesiastic, bu t 
th is is b y  no m eans the case. A  m ullah m ay be a clergym an, bu t 
as well a m erchant, a boatm an o n  the  A m u D arya o r follow  any 
o ther line of occupation. M ullah  is a- m an w ho is able to  read 
w riting an d  p rin t in the language of the  country ; m irza is a m an 
capable of reading and w riting h is ow n language. M ullahs are few 
in num ber, mirzas still fewer. T he m ullah-asiprants o ften  spend



several years in  the m edresses and  on  leaving them  th ey  have 
acquired m ore o r less know ledge, as occasion requires. Their room s, 
small and square, are furnished w ith  as little com fort as possible; 
a small carpet to  sleep on, a kungan (copper mug) in w hich they 
w arm  their tea and  a small earthenw are vessel make u p  ehe w hole 
furniture. In a corner of 
the room  on a grass-m at 
are seen a few  books, a 
little paper, ink  and som e 
reed-pens, and as a rule 
the walls are all covered 
w ith scraps on w hich pray­
ers are w ritten. O ther larger 
m edresses are those of Al- 
lah-Kul-Khan, Kutluk-M u- 
rad-Inak, M uham m ad-M u- 
rad-D ivam begi and Rahim- 
K ul-K han; all are decorated 
w ith glazed tiles. Besides 
those nam ed here there are 
several smaller, and, w he­
ther large o r small, their 
form  is always the same.

The finest and  m ost in ­
teresting build ing in Khiva 
is the sa in t’s tom b (aulia)
Hazreti Palw än (The H oly 
Giant) from  w hich num e­
rous, triangular sa in ts’ flags 
of all colours w ave on top 
of the greenish  cupola.
T hrough a com m on clay- 
porch one en ters an open 
anterior court w here a small 
range of flagstones leads th rough  a po in ted  gate, ornam ented with 
glazed tiles and  above w hich lo ts of ho rns of oxen (sign of strength) 
are placed, and  now  w e are in the  anterior sepulchral cham ber 
w here the vault and walls are g lazed; n o t one piece is w anting; 
the beautifully designed, conventionally  com posed w hite flowers 
and  spiral stem s m ake a brilliant effect on the blue g round . O p p o ­
site to  the d o o r in a sarcophagus of encrusted  tiles M aderim  Khan
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is buried . To the left of th is sarcophagus (kabr) are on a stone- 
platform  tw o tom bstones hew n in a kind of black m arble o rnam ented  
all over w ith  flow ered carvings in Persian style. T hese stones are
said to  com e from  the m ountains north  of Petro  A lexandrow sk. I
presum e tha t N urata north  of the  tow n  of K erm ineh in B okhara

is m eant here. H ere lie the 
K han A b d u l-G h a se -K h an  
and  A na-Y sha-K han. T he 
tom bs are said to  b e  300  
years old, b u t th e  sta tem ents 
of the m ullahs are n o t to  be 
relied upon , as the  aulia it­
self is said to  have been  built 
by  A llah-K ul-K han (1821—  
40). It is, how ever, p o s ­
sible tha t th is K han has re­
p laced a p rev ious build ing 
w ith a m ore beautifu l new  
one. To the left of the  en ­
trance a finely carved  w o o ­
den  d oo r leads into a g lo o ­
m y vaulted  cham ber w here 
a sheik (low er ecclesiastics 
w atching and  p ray ing  a t the 
saints’ tom bs) lies on  a small 
felt carpet. H e lies here  all 
his life lo n g  w atch ing  the 
entrance of the  sa in t’s tom b 
in o rder to  gain  eternal

S a in t 's  s e p u lc h r a l  C a m b e r  o f K h iv a .  O n  th e  s ta f f s  t o  h ap p i n ess. A 'l l i ch  p er SU a-

t h e  le f t  о х - ta ils .  T o  t h e  r ig h t  is  s e e n  th e  p o in te d  k a b r ,  SiO ll 311(1 th .6  РГОГШ вб o f
c o v e r e d  w i th  w h i te  c o t to n .  . i  \  i  i  • 1

silou (tips) m akes him  draw  
aside a curtain. W e are al­

low ed to  look  th rough  the d o o r  w here a large sarcophagus w ith  a 
go ld-em broidered  carpet is seen in  the  g loom y dusk. T he sheik 
lifted u p  the carpet so tha t w e could  take a view  of th e  beautiful 
sarcophagus built of glazed tiles, below  w hich the p a tro n  saint of 
K hiva o r K hivak is buried. T he sheik to ld  us tha t H azreti-Palw än 
had  lived 726  years ago; he w as so  holy  tha t w hen  his on ly  son  
had  b een  killed in the  war, G o d  touched  by  the fa the r’s earnest 
prayers resto red  him  to  life again. A part from  H azreti P alw än there



is another building, the so-called Tash-havly (The S tone H ouse) the 
walls, verandas and room s of w hich are glazed all over. All these 
handsom e buildings are kep t in repair even to-day w hich is not 
the case w ith such old m onum ents in the rest of C entral Asia; 
here the la tter are either ruined, or their glazed tiles, falling dow n 
by  degrees, have been  re­
placed b y  clay.

The num erous palaces 
of the K han w ere rem ar­
kable for being  devoid  of 
nearly all decorations. T hey 
are extensive, flat-roofed, 
tw o-storied m ud-structures 
built in a k ind of pavilion 
style w ith m any v erandas; 
the carved w ooden  co­
lum ns together w ith the 
carved w ooden  doors are 
the only a ttem pt at arti­
stic ornam entation. All are 
su rrounded  b y  large well 
irrigated gardens w ith 
small ponds and magnifi­
cent fruit-trees. A t the  nor­
thern outskirt of Khivak, 
as Khiva is called by  the 
natives, th e  K han has built 
a large sepulchral cham ber 
w here his ow n sarcopha­
gus of encrusted tiles is 
ready for him . A  friend The оИ b,iDd Ые Divambegi tll Khiva
of his, a form er D ivam - t o  w h o m  w e  p a id  a v is i t ,

begi, is buried  in  a sarco­
phagus beside tha t of the Khan. A part from  this sepulchral cham ­
ber within a h igh stone-w all a g rea t num ber of partly em pty tom bs 
are ready to  receive those of the  w ives and children of the  Khan 
w ho m ay depart th is life at a n o t very  distant day, perhaps at his 
ow n order, for he is not scrupulous abou t executions. W hile staying 
here he ordered  a y o u n g  m an to  be hanged  w ho had stolen som e 
apricots in his so n ’s garden. B y chance w e saw  the crim inal on 
visiting the prison one day, a small ro o m  w ith  lattice w indow s ou t­



side w hich a Khivinian w as on  guard . T he y o u n g  m an w as fettered  
w ith  iron rings round  his neck, hands and feet. O n  th e  num erous 
burial g ro u n d s  w here the  po in ted  arches of the  sarcophagi (kabr) 
are s to w ed  aw ay as on  shelves, m any tom bs are em pty. F o r  it is 
a  com m on practice that a m an, w hile alive, has his tom b built. T he 
tiles at one  end of the sarcophagus are loose and  are easily taken  
ou t so tha t the body  in its w hite shroud  can im m ediately  be pu t 
in after being  carried h ither on  the  bier covered  w ith  b lue cloth 
and  su p p o rted  on the strong  shoulders of the  sun -bu rn t U sbegs.

D u rin g  ou r stay in K hiva w e w ere always en tertained  b y  the 
D ivam begi. T here was no t m uch  variation, every  day  the sam e 
dishes; soup , pillau, a kind of fried forcem eat balls filled w ith 
cho p p ed  onions besides m elons, g rapes and  peaches. W e spen t 
m uch tim e under the shade of the high veranda, for as a rule it 
w as im possible to  be o u t of d o o rs  from  10 o ’clock in th e  fo renoon  
until 4  o ’clock in  the  afternoon. By degrees w e grew  accustom ed, 
like th e  M ussulm ans to  rem ain im m ovable on  the sam e sp o t w ith ­
o u t d o in g  anyth ing  at all, n o t even  thinking. W hile long ing  for 
th e  coolness of the  evening o r th e  refreshm ent of a fain t b rea th  of 
w ind, one  w as grateful to  the  num erous falcons w hich  chased  the 
p igeons in th e  air, or the g rasshoppers w hose w ings g littered  in 
th e  sun. fo r the  change p roduced  w ith no  bodily  or m ental exertion 
o n  our part. The air w as alw ays d ry  and  filled w ith  loess dust. 
O nce  o r tw ice w e w ere surprised  b y  som e d rops of rain, a  rare 
th ing  here  at this tim e of the year. In the  m orn ing  an d  evening  
th e  yard  w as sprinkled over w ith  w ater b y  an o ld  w ate r carrier 
tripp ing  ab o u t from  yard  to  yard . All tha t w e w an ted  to  see and 
that could  possibly be transpo rted  w as b ro u g h t to  us. O n  m y 
expressing the w ish of possessing  som e encrusted tiles, th e  latter 
w ere im m ediately  b rough t a t the  o rder of the  K han to g e th e r w ith 
m any sketches of the  designs of these  tiles. W eapons and  carpets 
w ere  b ro u g h t in to  the yard  th a t w e could see the  p ro ductions of 
Khiva.

O ne evening  the K han d iverted  us b y  sending  3  m usicians 
and  4  dancing-boys. T w o of the  m usicians p layed o n  the clarinet 
(surnai), and  one beat the tam burine. W hile dancing  th e  boys 
used tw o  flat stones as castanets w hich together w ith  the  slow  
m ono to n o u s m elodies of the  shrieking clarinets p ro duced  an  infernal 
noise. In a mystical lam p-light th e  boys (oindje) perfo rm ed  various 
dances accom panied b y  pantom im ic gestures w ith the ir arm s, th rew



The Batshas of the Khan of Khiva dancing for us at the palace where we lived in the town of K h iv a .



som ersau lts and m ade high jum ps on  the spread  o u t felt carpets to  
the g rea t p leasure of the M ussulm ans sitting  about us on  the  g round . 
M o st of the  dance w as of an obscene character, and  the boys 
behaved  entirely as if they  w ere w om en. T he fron t part of their 
heads w as shaven, and at the nape of the neck the hair w as

dressed in a long  ringlet, 
g iving them  the ap p ea ­
rance of females. All B egs 
and w e ll- to -d o  peop le  
have as a rule one  o r seve­
ral of these dancing-boys 
w ho often pass am ong  
them  as a so rt of m er­
chandise. T h e  value of 
a g o o d  dancing -boy  is 
abou t 3 0 0  sh.

Before leav ing  K hiva 
w e paid a farew ell visit 
to  th e .K h an  and  his son, 
th e  heir apparen t, w ho 
received us in  their gar­
dens as the  tim e before. 
T he son  and  I agreed 
upon  m eeting  the  nex t 
year at the  P aris Exhi­
bition, and  b o th  the  K han 
and  his son  p resen ted  
us w ith  beautiful, gold- 
em broidered  , red and  
m otley, K hivinian silk-

C a rr ia g e  (a rb a )  a t  K h iv a . j  l

dresses and  carpets in 
m em ory  of o u r visit.

E arly in  the  m orning  on the 21st of Ju ly  tw o arbas s ta rted  w ith 
our baggage tow ards U rgendtsh . T he old D ivam begi an d  his tw o 
sons appeared  to  take leave of us. T he D ivam begi p ro v id ed  us 
w ith letters to  the Begs w e shou ld  pass on our w ay, and  w ho 
w ould  p rocu re  lodgings for us. W e drove ourselves in  tw o spring- 
tarantasses th a t the D ivam begi had  lent us. Tw o rid ing  djigits, 
arm ed w ith  scimitars, w en t in fron t of the procession  to  exam ine 
w hether roads and bridges across ariks w ere passable. B efore g e t­
ting  ou tside the walls of the to w n  w e w ere obliged to  m ake a halt



at the old blind D ivam begi, Palw än M urad, now  bearing the  title 
of M irzabäshi of the K han. T he old m an w ho lived in a large 
clay-building served the usual ziyafat (festival) to  us consisting of 
pillau and enorm ous lots of m eat and  fat soup. H e continually 
spoke of his lost sight and asked us w hether the physicians in 
Paris w ere better than 
their colleagues in Stam - 
bul. W e advised the old 
man, no do u b t suffering 
from  a cataract, to  go  to  
Paris w ith the heir appa­
rent. A t his desire I 
pho tog raphed  him  with 
all his daggers, sabre and 
Russian o rders and pro ­
m ised to  send  him  a spe­
cimen. H e p resen ted  us 
w ith a loaf of w hite su ­
gar, a case of sugar- 
candy  and  som e pieces 
of silk. A t length  w e 
drove ou t th ro u g h  the old 
high clay-walls, th rough  
the old iro n -s tu d d ed  
w ooden  gate  upon  w hich 
the axes of the T urko ­
m ans have often thun ­
dered, ou t in to  the char­
m ing well w atered  oasis 
w here all is g reen , all 
divided in to  squares, 
w here there  is a luxuri­
ant g row th  of rice (shale), durra (djuare), lucerne (jyrindsha), m e­
lons (kaun), hem p (kendir), tabacco (tamaki) and co tton  (chävat- 
she), and  w here  all the  ariks are fringed by  poplars and  djigda 
behind  w hose  leafage the  squares of th e  h igh yellow  mud-walls 
peep  forth. In the  kishlaks num erous allam (saints’ colours) 
w ave on to p  of gum bases and  m azars; children in yellow  dresses, 
half-grow n girls in red, and  g row n-up  w om en  w ith black veils over 
their faces relieve the m o n o to n y  of greyish  yellow  and g reen  co­
lours. T he ro ad  is terrible ow ing  to  the rough  loess now  as hard

R id e r  a t  K h iv a . A s is t h e  c u s to m  w i th  th e  T u r k o m a n s  th e  h o rs e  is 
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as stone , an d  at every  m om ent one  expects the carriage to  be upset. 
T he w ind  is burn ing  h o t, and  often the w hole scenery  is h idden  
to  o u r eyes b y  the  dust. A  funeral procession follow ed b y  w om en  
and  children is w aiting on  a hill w here there  are num erous clay- 
tom bs. In a m arshy p o n d  beside there is p lenty of stilt p lovers 
s tru tting  ab o u t on their long, red  legs.

D u r ra - f ie ld  in  K h iv a . A ls o  c o m m o n  in  B o k h a ra .

In the  fortified m arket-place of K aram an w e s to p p ed  to  take tea 
in a chai-khaneh, eagerly gaped  at b y  the num erous frequenters 
of the  fair here  bartering w ith  sheep, horses, donkeys and  w oven  
goods. W e traverse a narrow  arched  b ridge, built b y  the  natives 
across a b road  arik, and en ter a small desert belt w here  w e m ust 
descend  and  w ade th rough  the h o t sand  w hich form s h igh  banks 
here. W e are soon  in the oasis of U rgendtsh. O n e  of o u r djigits 
rides in  fro n t of us to  p rocure  quarters , and  th e  tarantasses 
rum ble in to  a large g loom y clay-building w here th e  residen t B eg 
assigns lodgings to  us beneath  the  shadow  of a large veran-



Ruins of the castle of G iaur Kala south of the m o u n ta in s  of S u ltan-bäbä on the right bank of the Amu D arya. In the foreground ta m a r is k s .



da facing his small garden . As it w as o u r in ten tion  to  p roceed  
on  ou r jo u rn ey  im m ediately, the B eg p roduced  the  boatm en  w ho  
shou ld  sail us northw ard. W e bargained w ith the o ld  boatm an  for 
the  pay m en t w hich after m uch discussion w en t dow n from  8 0  to  
2 4  sh. B efore lying dow n to  rest beneath  our m osqu ito -ne ts , w e 
had  a sh o rt w alk th rough  the tow n  of U rgendtsh  (T asa-U rgendtsh  
as it is called); it w as ju s t beside the house of the  Beg. Like the 
usual clay-tow ns w ith a small bazar it contains no curiosities; there  
are ab o u t 6000  inhabitants and  the  tow n is encircled b y  a h igh  
crenelated  wall w ith conical bastions, all buildings m ade of loess. 
In the  precincts there is a  considerable cotton cultivation.

O n  the 22nd  of Ju ly  w e b o u g h t six fow ls, som e vegetables, 
rice and  b u tte r  from  the Beg, and now  w e drove on  in o u r carri­
ages to  th e  river bank. T he B eg w ith his son  and djigits saw  us 
off on  the  arik  w here our gem a w as ready. S oon  in th e  m idst of 
the  A m u D arya the burn ing  hea t and  dust of the land w as exchan­
ged  fo r th e  pleasant coolness of a dustless, brisk w ind . F resh, 
g reen  banks on  bo th  sides. B road, low  foreshores g row n  w ith  low  
tam arisks w here  large herds of cow s and  donkeys w ere grazing. 
B u t w e had  n o t advanced m any kilom etres northw ard  w hen  the 
s tro n g  north-east w ind forced us to  stop. W e w ere still sleep ing  
beneath  o u r m osquito-nets, and  our cocks w ere try ing  to  o u td o  one 
ano ther in  crow ing w hen ou r boatm en sailed on w ith us. T h e  banks 
are continually m onotonous, green  and  refreshing to  the  eye. Low  
and  entirely  flat foreshores covered  w ith tam arisk, h igh  tufts of 
g rass and  cam elthorn extend ab o u t 4  miles in to the coun try . Large 
sw arm s of g rasshoppers rising from  the  tufts fly like dense  flakes 
of snow  across the river. In the  horizon  w e see large black clouds 
consisting of the  sam e anim als Q uantities of terns, rooks and  fal­
cons fly ab o u t shrieking. T he river is here abou t ГА  kilom etre 
b road  and  full of ridges of sand w here the terns perch in long  row s. 
W hen w e w anted  to  take o u r meals w e w en t on sh o re , m ade a 
fire-place of earth w hich the  boatm en  w ere accustom ed to , and  
Sherif p repared  ou r usual pillau in the  large copper-cau ldron . N ow  
and  then  a ragged  fellow from  a neighbouring  m at h u t cam e dow n 
to  have a talk w ith us. O n  the river the heat w as n o t very  try ­
ing, for here  the  incessant north -east w ind had  full p lay. A t su n ­
set a w onderfu l calm ness fell upon  the landscape; no  so u n d  w as 
heard, the  river w as sm ooth  as a m irror, and the b o a t drifted  no ise ­
lessly as fast as the current ran. A b o u t half an  h ou r after sunset 
the  surface of the river w as again faintly rippled, the  yellow  disk



Our gema (ship) on the left bank of the Amu Darya o pposite  to Q iaur K a la .



of the  full m oon  rose from  th e  w ater th row ing  a m agic light across 
the  curled  w aters of th is river w hich from  the w esterly  part of 
P am ir m akes a w ay for itself th ro u g h  desolate deserts an d  enables 
m illions of peop le  to  find their fo o d  on  its banks.

O n  the 24 th  of Ju ly  w e again drifted on  northw ard  a t a  flying 
rate. T ow ards the east the banks are fringed by  extensive w oods 
(togais); beh ind  them  grin the  d readed  yellow  sand banks; tow ards 
the  w est w e see the oases behind  the green  foreshore . W e pass 
the  large ru ins of G iaur Kala (The Infidels’ Castle) so u th  of the 
m ountains of Sultan-bäbä. T he tw o-storied  high clay-walls and  
tow ers are still kep t in p re tty  g o o d  repair. L ooking  from  the 
north  d o w n  tow ards this castle one  has a C ronenburg  view  in  m inia­
ture. W e pass by  several ferries (gusar) w here the natives, living 
on  the  b ank  in a m at house, ferry  people across for a few  pul. 
W e n o w  drift on  betveen the m ountains of Sultan-bäbä (The G ran d ­
father of th e  Sultans) w hich rise above the flat landscape qu ite u n ­
expectedly . T ow ards the w est low  hills, they  becom e to w ard s  the 
east little extensive slate m ounta ins attaining a height of ab o u t 600  
m etres an d  running  steeply dow n  to  the bank. W e s to p p e d  on  
the  east b ank  am idst the tam arisks and  ascended to  the  to p  of the  
slate m ountains w here the disin tegrating action had  p ro d u ced  the 
m ust curious form ations. F rom  here  there is a m agnificent view  
across th e  oases sou th  of the A ral lake. W ide flat stretches g row n 
w ith fertile green, m any trees shad ing  the com pact m asses of clay- 
squares, w hich indicate the villages, and all ro und  the  w hole sce­
nery  th e  yellow  desert bo rder. P roceeding  farther n o rth  w e see 
sm all tow ns on  bo th  river banks; to  the  right the  w re tched  m ud- 
villages (auls) of the Kirghiz and  to  the left the  kishlaks of the 
U sbegs su rrounded  b y  fertile fields w here grow s the h igh  durra 
resem bling  maize. The villages lie close to  the river, and  in  seve­
ral places the  w ater penetrating  in to  the  houses has des troyed  m any 
of these , so  tha t the  walls s tand  in w ater half-way u p  o r hang  
ruinous o v er the  river.

W e pass the  tow n  of K iptjak w here the  walls like those of a 
small sea-port g o  sheer dow n in to  the  w ater. R ound ab o u t o n  the 
bank gem as and  kaiks are being  built. In the tow n  th e  half-part 
of w hich consists of Kirghiz y u rts  is a small bazar. N orth -east of 
K iptjak on  the  eastern bank  is a large m edresse in  a deso late  place 
encircled b y  ditches near the  river w here the m ullah-aspirants s tudy  
the K oran w ithdraw n from  th e  noise of the w orld. C lose b y  the 
m edresse o n  a high bank is a sm all fortress, only  consisting  of a



high circular mud-wall. This is a Kafir-Kala (Infidels’ Castle) p ro ­
bably built b y  the  K alm uks w ho in the 12th century  overran these 
regions under the  com m and of Jengh is Khan. The east bank  is 
now  fringed by  an  extensive, dense bo rder of forests w here in the 
evening the how ling of the jackals is heard and  w here there are 
m agnificent specim ens of tigers. T he w est bank  chiefly consists of 
tam arisk steppes the m ono tony  of w hich is relieved by a fairly high 
ridge of hills do tted  over w ith the  po in ted  arches of th e  sepulchral 
c lay-m onum ents and  the round  cupolae of the gum bases. O u r boat­
m en say tha t one ough t n o t to  com e alongside these tom bs, the
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air here being  full of spirits. T he inhabitants entertain a superstiti­
ous fear of these spirits, and to  keep  them  off nearly  everyone 
has a small silver tassel, containing w ritten prayers, sow n into the 
to p  of the little em broidered skull-cap, w orn  below  the fur-cap.

Early in the m orn ing  on the 25 th  of Ju ly  w e stopped  off the 
tow n  of K hodshely  and  im m ediately despatched  Sherif on  horse­
back to  hand  over to  the B eg resid ing  there o u r letters from  the 
D ivam begi in  K hiva, w ho had w ritten  tha t every  Khivinian B eg 
th rough  w hose  district w e travelled, h ad  to  procure a g o o d  house 
in a cool place for us, serve us w ith  a ziyafat (festival) and  sup ­
ply  us w ith  ho rses, carriages, canoes and  servants w henever w e 
w anted. Sherif re tu rned  soon  after in  a small Russian spring-cart 
and  w ith tw o  arbas, and in these w e covered  the 4  kilom etres to  the



tow n  th ro u g h  a flow ering steppe. Sherif had to  be o u r coachm an, 
as n o n e  of the  servants of the B eg knew  how  to  trea t th is carri­
age w ith  w hich a Russian had  presen ted  him. P assing  th ro u g h  a 
m ud-tow n  of a po o r appearance in w hose bazar the on ly  articles 
exposed  to  sale seem ed to  b e  m eat, m elons and  the never failing 
w atches, w e reach at the ou tsk irt the  castle of the B eg  encircled 
b y  the  usual, high clay-walls. B eneath  the shadow s of som e wil­
low s beside a little pond  w as placed a m eal consisting of pillau, 
boiled  m eat and  boiled pum pkins (kaduh) together w ith  m elons, 
g rapes and  plum s. A  large K irghiz yurt, b y  the  w ay, a m ore  plea­
san t place of residence than the dusty  clay-houses w as to  serve as 
o u r hotel. T he B eg did n o t m ake his appearance, p robab ly  because 
h e w ould  n o t have m ore to  d o  w ith  these Kafirs than  he w as o b ­
liged to . W e therefore inquired  w hat w as the m eaning  of his n o t 
being  p resen t w hen foreign guests visited his house , an d  then  the 
o ld  g rey  bearded  Beg tu rned  up, m aking m any excuses. H e had  
been  so  busy . B ut w e had visited to o  m any of tha t so rt of people, 
n o t to  b e  aw are of the real cause. Fanaticism  is g rea t am ong  all 
M ahom edans of Central Asia; b u t they  dare n o t display it to o  openly.

T he B eg  K hodsha-B i (Bi is his rank) to ld  us th a t his residence 
of K hodshely  consisted of 5 — 6 0 0  houses w hich gives a  popu la tion  
of a b o u t 3 — 4000  —  the tru th  is tha t the  tow n  has a b o u t 150 
houses w ith  abou t 7— 800 inhabitants —  and  tha t his g rea t g ran d ­
father K hodsha (i. e. teacher) arriving from  M edina had  called 
people to g e th er to  this g o o d  place to  build the  tow n  w hich w as 
called K hodshely  after him . H e had  himself been  B eg here  for 51 
years, a rem arkably long  tim e fo r a  M ahom edan  official. F orm erly  
the tow n  w as encircled by walls, b u t now  these are m ostly  ru inous. 
T here is no th ing  w orth  seeing in th is to w n , bo th  m edresses and  
m ashits are small and  sim ple clay-houses. E xcept the  w est side, 
the im m ediate precincts of th e  to w n  are nearly flat and  covered  
w ith d u rra , m elons and sesam-fields. W e stayed here one day  to  
exam ine som e saints’ tom bs w hich cannot be m en tioned  here. T he 
Beg on ly  paid  us the one visit h e  had  been forced to ,  a lthough 
the g rea ter part of the day  w hen  w e w ere his guests , he  held  a 
council w ith  his m en at a distance of som e 10 steps from  us. O n  
som e felt carpets spread o u t ro u n d  the little p o n d , he  now  
sat on the  g round , now  lay o n  his back, su rrounded  b y  5 — 6 vil­
la inous old  fellows; from  here h e  adm inistrated his p rov ince , p ro ­
nouncing  sen tences and despatch ing  riders w ith o rders to  various 
places. A ccording as the  sun  inconvenienced h im , he  rolled



on from  one felt carpet to  another, and his council rolled on 
after him.

In the course of the day  several persons w ere ushered into his 
presence. T hus tw o m en w ho had a dispute abou t the  irrigation 
of the fields w ere exam ined. T hey sat on  the g round  opposite 
each other, loudly  quarrelling during the  judicial act. T he B eg  took  
th ings very  coolly; now  and  then he w ould  rise to  a sitting posture 
by  the help of his long  stick and say  a few conciliatory w ords. 
T hen one of the  contending parties declared that he w ould  have 
no th ing  to  do  w ith the decision of th e  B eg and  w ent off. T he Beg 
called him back, and  the proceeding w as continued. W hen he though t 
he had heard  enough abou t the m atter, he dism issed the  parties, 
and  then th e  Beg and his council lay  dow n on the carpets and 
deliberated w hat decision should  be pronounced . T hen sitting up 
they  spoke together, and after w riting som ething on a small scrap 
of paper the  Beg p u t his seal w ith Indian ink under the  inappeal- 
able sentence. T hus business w ent o n  all day long , and  on pick­
ing a quarrel w ith one another in the  fields people im m ediately 
w en t up to  th e  B eg to  hear his decision. W hen there w as a pause 
in the mediaeval adm inistration, pillau or tea w as b rough t ou t and 
served on the  carpets. T he B eg and  his m en drew  together in a 
circle round  the  dish , sm oothed  their beards and eat pillau with 
their fingers, and after the m eal they  again brushed their beards 
saying: „Allah A kbar!“ (G od is great!) T hen  they  again set to 
consulting o r perform ed the daily näm as (prayer), m uttering  in a 
low  voice the A rab w ords w hich m ost M ah o m etan s  know  by  heart, 
bu t very  few  can translate. The näm as has to  be perform ed 5 
tim es in the day, and  it is accom panied b y  num berless bendings 
during  w hich the brow  often touches the  g round . O n  several pray­
ing together they  always keep time. T he prayer in the large m os­
ques of B okhara and  Turkestan w here several thousands of people 
often pray at the  sam e tim e has the appearance of athletic exercises. 
W hile the old B eg was full of his governm ent affairs, his daughters 
and  wives peeped  ou t th rough  the d o o r at the strange foreigners. 
All the daughters w ore large silver rings w ith strung  pearls in the 
nose, an extrem ely ugly ornam ent, com m on in  the K hanate of 
Khiva,, b u t rare in Bokhara w here it is only  seen in a few places. 
O n  the w hole the w om en go  abou t m ore freely in the provincial 
tow ns than in the large cities. In B okhara an unveiled w om an is 
never seen; in  K hiva m orals are less rigorous, b u t the w om en of 
the U sbegs are nevertheless nearly always veiled w hen w alking in
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the  s tree t, w hereas the w om en  of the nom ads o n  visiting the 
tow n  either do  no t veil them selves, o r they  th row  a sm all linen 
cloak o r  a  kerchief over the ir heads w hen a m an passes by. In 
th is out-of-the-w ay corner of th e  w orld  a veil is, so  to  speak, never 
seen. O n  a m an m eeting a w om an she generally  sits d o w n  on 
th e  g ro u n d  tu rn ing  her back  to  him  while he passes b y . T he p o p u ­
lation of K hodshely consists of U sbegs, Kasaks and  th e  M ongolian- 
like look ing  K arakalpaks (those w earing the black caps). T he type 
is often very  m uch effaced. B ut on  closer inspection  each indivi­
dual can be recognized. T he pure U sbegic ty p e  seem s slightly 
represen ted .

O n  the  27 th  of Ju ly  w e left K hodshely  after h and ing  over to  the 
B eg a le tter in  w hich he had  asked us to  w rite tha t he  had  treated  
us well. T he D ivam begi in K hiva had  nam ely declared th a t if he 
d id  n o t receive such a le tter, the  B eg w ould  fare bad ly . I w ro te 
in  E nglish on  a visiting card, and  probably  it will be  hard  w ork 
for them  to  translate the w ords. T he B eg gave us th e  use of his 
little carriage, 2 arbas for the  baggage and  a djigit to  ride in fron t 
as o u r gu ide , and all th is because he had received o rders to  do 
so. If one  has no t g o o d  recom m endations in these  regions as al­
m ost everyw here else in  C entral Asia one does n o t receive the 
least service, and  every th ing  is closed to  the  traveller. B ut w e 
knew  this from  experience. F o r  miles and  miles w e traversed  steppes 
covered  w ith  low  tam arisk bushes, cam elthorn and, strange  to  tell, 
reeds probab ly  originating from  the  A m u D arya, b u t n o w  acclima­
tized in the  dry  loess g round . T he roads are te rrib ly  bad  ow ing 
to  th e  loess cu t up during  the  w et season and  n o w  firm . Every  
m om ent the carriage looked  as if it w ere abou t to  be upset, w e 
w ere enveloped  in dense clouds of dust, and the sun  bu rn ed  w ith 
all its m ight. H ere and th e re  are som e Kirghiz k ib itk es1) round  
w hich a little herd  of camels, goats and  donkeys find a sparse food  
am ong  the tamarisks. T he K irghiz cu t the  tam arisks and  use them  
as w o o d . D irty  w om en and  sm all girls dressed in red  carry  bundles 
of them  into the yurt. In som e places there is a sm all native inn 
in th e  form  of a little m ud-house o r hu t built of m ats w here  a Kir­
ghiz supplies the  traveller w ith  w ater for his h o rse , h o t w ater for

*) K ib itk e  is  s tric tly  sp eak in g  a R ussian  w o rd  for yurt, b u t is  a lso  em p lo y ed  b y  the  
n atives. Y urt is th e  p roper den o m in a tio n  fo r th e  p lace w h ere  th e  te n t  s ta n d s , an d  K ara-oi 
(B lack H ouse) is th e  real nam e of th e  K irg h iz  fe lt te n t;  b u t all w o rd s  a re  u sed  ind isc rim ina ­
te ly . T h e  to w n sp eo p le  h e re  nearly  a lw ays say  b isdek i yu rt (m y n a tiv e  to w n ) an d  n ev e r b is- 
dek i sh a h r  (tow n).



the tea and a chillem (water-pipe) 
w hich passes from  m outh to  m outh, 
each person  taking bu t one puff 
w hich he sucks in to  his lungs.
Half-way w e stopped  at such a 
m at-house w here a Kirghiz w o ­
m an treated  us w ith kum ysh, the 
sourish ferm ented m are’s milk 
w hich she preserved  in a very 
d irty  leathern sack. T he pheno ­
m enal ugliness rem arkable in  the 
Kirghiz in East T urkestan and 
Pam ir is n o t characteristic of those 
here. T he M ongolian features of 
the  type  have becom e m ore and 
m ore effaced on their rem oving 
m ore and  m ore from  tha t race 
to  w hich these features in their 
Turkish faces is originally due.

A t a distance of abou t 10 kilo­
m etres from  K hodshely  the  road 
passes betw een  tw o m ounds do t­
ted  all over w ith  burial places.
A t som e distance it looks as if 
there  w ere som e small tow ns, for 
in the neighbourhood  of m ost 
tom bs there is a small clay-house 
w hose open  sides face the tom b, 
and w here the  family of the de ­
ceased now  and  then  say their 
prayers. A bove these rise higher 
gum bases (cham bered tom bs) over 
m ore distinguished people or 
saints.

O n the no rthern  tom b hill a 
large gum bas tow ers consisting 
of 7 smaller vaults, built in the 
prolongation of one another. O n 
top  of the heavy square clay-porch the w hite flag is waving, and within 
there is a kabr (sarcophagus) of brick, abou t 33 paces long. Here 
lies one of the  grea t saints of K harezm , Sham ghun Paigam bar (the
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p ro p h e t Sham ghun). H e is said to  have been  an eno rm ous giant, 
the  sarcophagus only reaching from  his head  to  his knee. T he 
different character af the  tom bs situated on the  banks bears w itness 
to  the  m ixed population  buried  here. Som e are rem arkable for 
the  po in ted  clay-m ound, seen everyw here in B okhara an d  Turkestan, 
o thers for a square or oval m ud-wall, and others are no th ing  b u t 
a  heap  of earth w here the bier, upon w hich the  b o d y  w as carried 
to  th e  tom b, has been fixed in  the  g ro u n d  to  sh o w  the place of 
the  head . T he Kirghiz generally  p u t up a po in ted  stone , pillar or 
post, on  w hich the  nam e of the  deceased is w ritten  a t the  head  of 
the  tom b . T he nam es of the  father and grandfather of th e  deceased 
are, as a  rule, also seen on  the post. N ear the gum bas of S ham ­
ghun  w as a large stone-vessel, decorated and  inscribed. T he sheik 
presen t to ld  us tha t S ham ghun’s d o g  had  used th e  vessel as a 
tro u g h  for feeding; of course, the d o g  of a g ian t m ust needs be 
gigantic; b u t it is m ore p robable that the vessel has been  em ployed  
to  p reserve drinking water, as such stone-vessels are also found  in 
B okhara.

B aked th rough  by  the  sun  and  n o t easily recognized on account 
of th e  loess dust w hich is as fine as the  finest flour w e arrived 
tow ards evening at the oasis w ith the tow n  of K ona U rgendtsh  
(K ona o r K ana as the K hivinians say is a P ersian  w o rd  m eaning  
o ld ; it is only em ployed of th ings no t of living beings). W e had  
then  been  alm ost a w hole day  covering the 38  kilom etres. A lready 
som e kilom etres w est of K hodshely  w e had  seen a p o in ted  th ing 
rising to  a great height above the oasis. W e guessed , indeed , it 
w as th e  h igh ancient m inaret, b u t still w e had  n o t th o u g h t th e  u n ­
usually th in  and  high po in t to  be a tow er; especially as high tow ers 
are v e ry  rare in  Central Asia. Except those nam ed in  K hiva, only  
one m inaret in Bokhara (The D ea d ’s Tow er) and  one qu ite  new  in 
A ndishan has a considerable height. T he C entral A siatic to w n s do 
n o t afford the  sam e picture as the  M ahom edan tow ns of Cairo and  
C onstan tinople w ith their g rea t num bers of high slender m inarets. 
A fter passing th rough  the desert o r the steppes here a  C entral Asiatic 
oasis has the  appearance of a  luxuriant w ood  w here a yellow ish 
g rey  clay-wall is perceptible here and  there. O n  app roach ing  the 
tow n, it p roved  to  be the old m inaret now  tow ering  fo r ab o u t 700  
years over the renow ned and  infam ous robber’s K hanate w hose 
K hans w ere so m ighty, according to  the natives, th a t th ey  ex­
tended  the ir conquests over Persia  to  H industan . O n e  of these 
pow erful K hans was K arashm ishah, presum ably K arezm -i-Shah i. e.



the Shah of Kharezm. H e had  ju st gone southw ard  to  chastise 
M erv and the Shah  of Persia, w hen the  terrible Jenghis Khan arrived 
at K ona U rgendtsh  and conquered  the tow n by the help of his 
Kalmuks. O n  K arashm ishah learning this, he w ent back, chasing 
the  hordes of Jenghis Khan from  K harezm . A t the tim e of Ka­
rashm ishah K. U rgendtsh  is said to  have been so large tha t it was 
possible to  w alk on its roofs as far as Bokhara. A t the entrance 
of the tow n  six arm ed riders despatched  by the Beg received us, 
and w ith these  in front we w en t in a suitable w ay th ro u g h  the
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fertile durra fields and the dense alleys, th rough  the closed bazar 
to  the B eg’s kala, at the  gate of w hich he received us him self as­
signing lodgings to us inside his walls.

F rom  the 27 th  of July  to  the  6 th  of A ugust w e stayed in Kona 
U rgendtsh  to  take a view of the ancient ruins. T he presen t Kona 
U rgendtsh  situated  north-east of the  spo t w here w as the old capital 
is only abou t half a  century  old. It is encircled by an earthen 
wall, now  ru inous in  m any places, and  the tow n is supplied with 
w ater from  one  single arik, conveyed  h ither from  a po in t betw een 
K hodshely and  Kiptjak. A s th is arik often becom es filled with 
sand, the boats sailing upon  it are often seen lying on quite dry 
land, and  it is only  due to  great exertions on  the part of the  inha­
bitants tha t lack of w ater is avoided a t that time of the year w hen



the am oun t of w ater in A m u D arya  decreases. T he to w n  w ith  the 
flat-roofed clay-houses crow ded together and the  streets covered  
w ith m ats looks like all o ther tow ns in Central Asia. It has a small 
covered  serai w here the business transacted is chiefly concerned  
w ith Russian stuffs, w hereas the  hom e industry  supplies the  small 
boo th s w ith  articles of trade. O n  the great bazar days, S unday  
and  W ednesday , a  p retty  brisk trade  is carried on. F ro m  th e  early 
m orn ing  peop le  on donkeys, cam els and  horses are seen  p roceed ing  
to  the  tow n  from  all sides. U sbegs and  Yom uts w ith  high fur- 
caps, K irghiz w ith funny flat felt-hats or a piece of fur sow n to ­
gether and  ending  above in a po in t, and the M ongo lian  look ing  
K arakalpaks w ith small round  fur-caps. All are arm ed w ith  a sci­
m itar o r knives w orn in the belt, a large m atchlock or a spear. 
E very  m erchan t in the bazar h as his arms ready in his boo th . It 
looks as if the tow n w ere on w ar-footing, and th e  Beg, Sheik 
N azar B eg, has always a considerable guard  outside his house. 
W ithout h is gate a long  row  of old Russian rifles lean against the 
high stone-w all and lend the h o u se  the appearance of a E u ro ­
pean  g u ard  house. H e tells u s th a t it is often difficult for him  to  
keep the m any  different races in check; they  speak one  language 
(Turkish dialect), indeed, b u t th e y  are always a t variance w ith  one 
another. T he rapacious Y om uts especially, faithful to  th e  character 
of the  T urkom an race, give a g rea t deal of trouble.

W hile staying here the m en of the Beg caught tw o horse-stea- 
lers w ho  as a w arning to  all sim ilarly d isposed w ere p laced  in the 
m ost frequented  gate w ith irons ro und  neck, arm s and  legs. H ere 
they  sat fo r 20  days, so  that th e  passers by could see w hat scoun ­
drels these fellows w ere. This trea tm en t d id  n o t seem  to  tell upon  
them , for every  m orn ing  on  o u r passing th rough  the gate, they  
always u tte red  a “Salam A leikum ” w ith a broad  grin. If it had 
been the horses of the B eg th e y  had stolen, they  w ould  p robably  
have been  hung  im m ediately; for the punishm ent is here always 
dependen t on the  social position  of the m an w ho has b een  robbed .

T he business transacted in th e  bazar is m ostly  retail-business. A  
Kirghiz o r Y om ut com es up  to  the  tow n  to  sell a w o v en  saddle- 
flap (kurdjum ), a w oven carpet o r som e m any coloured  felt carpets, 
another b rings som e skins or cattle, in o rder to  obtain  b y  w ay  of 
exchange E uropean  articles of trade , especially stuffs. T here  is no 
large stock of native goods. T he Yom utish carpets are excellent 
and  beautiful as far as design an d  co lour are concerned, b u t n o w  it 
som etim es happens tha t a carpet is d yed  w ith the  bad  A niline dyes.



The best carpets cost abou t 4 rubles the square arshin. W hen 
asked abou t the  price they  dem anded  4  tim es the just am ount, 
like all Asiatics, and w hen bargaining w ith them , they w ould  say 
to  Sherif: “Tell him  to  pay  so and so  m uch for the thing, then  you  
will get part of the profit” , and every  tim e Sherif answ ered: “H old 
y ou r tongue, they  understand all tha t y o u  say and  know  the  price

R u in s  o f  s p le n d id  a n c ie n t  e d if ic e s  in  th e  d e s e r t  a t  K o n a  U r g e n d ts h .

of everything” . N obody  know s how  to  cheat in  business as well 
as the Asiatic and is so little shy of do ing  so, and one should 
never be asham ed of offering him a sixth part of the sun dem anded. 
O ne can rest assured that the sum  paid  has generally been too  
high, nevertheless. B ut things can often be bough t a t a low  price, 
because the native has rarely any  idea of the real value of them, 
o r does no t even know  w hat he has given for them  himself, no t 
keeping any account; and especially w hen  several th ings are bought 
in a lot, th e  native is n o t able to  judge how  much he gets for 
each article and is tem pted to  m ake a large sum  at once. T he



best carpets are always b o u g h t b y  the  Khan, and  only  second  class 
specim ens are d isposed of in the  bazar. The. sam e is th e  case w ith 
th e  m agnificent tiger skins; all of these  are delivered up  to  the  Khan. 
R ound  th e  tow ns of K ungrad  an d  Tjim bai north  of K ona U rgendtsh  
several tigers are killed every  year. It is the sam e tiger as the 
royal B engal tiger w hich m igrates far north  also elsew here in Asia, 
for instance to  C hina and  Sibiria. A ccording to  th e  natives m any

O u r  h a b i ta t io n  a t  th e  B e g ’s  a t  K o n a  U r g e n d ts h .  T o  th e  r ig h t  a n  a r ik  o v e r s h a d o w e d  b y  p o p la rs
a n d  w il lo w s .

live ro und  abou t in the reed w o o d s  on  the A m u and  sou th  of the 
A ral lake. T he herds of the  nom ads are harassed, o ften  to  a g rea t 
extent, and  m any hum an beings are devoured  b y  these tigers every  
year. In several w oods along the no rthern  course of th e  A m u the  
boatm en dare no t m oor at n igh t for fear of the  yo lbars  (tiger). 
T here is decidedly no th ing  w o rth  seeing in the p resen t to w n  of 
K ona U rgendtsh . T he m ashits are small clay-houses, th e  m edresses 
small clay-buildings round  a y ard  in the m iddle of w hich the re  is 
a small g ro u p  of plants. T he K han has a palace here, called C har 
darra hauli (probably derived from  the Persian C här-darya =  F o u r 
Rivers). It is su rrounded  b y  extensive orchards, p resum ably  w atered



in times past by four ariks. The palace itself is a large plain clay- 
building w hose room s in the absence of the Khan looked  as if 
they  w ere used  as stables for cattle.

The region here is specially renow ned  for its excellent m elons 
w hich the K han declared to  be the  best in the w orld. M any  na­
tives live th rough  the greater part of the sum m er on  m elons and 
bread, and w hen  travelling on horseback  in the country the ir sup-

D e c a y e d  b u r ia l  g r o u n d  o u ts id e  K o n a  U r g e n d ts h .

ply  of provisions generally consists in a few melons. A fter eating 
the  inner part of the fruit the rider gives the  rem ainder to  his 
horse. D uring  our stay w ith the B eg o u r food  consisted exclu­
sively of m elons and pillau, varied  b y  no th ing  else. T he m ost 
savoury m elon is the so-called sam tsha, called sandalak b y  the 
Tadjiks in T urkestan ; then  a larger so rt of melon, kaiin, and  later 
in  sum m er the  giantlike karbus (water-m elon) ripens. T he gourd  
(kaduh) becom es very  large here and  the rind is so hard, th a t it 
is generally used as a bucket.

A ccording to  the  Beg only a small num ber of the population  
of the tow n  itself are Usbegs, w hereas the m ajority are m ade up 
of Yom uts and  Kasaks. M any are m uch given to  the use of opium



w hich is cultivated in all the  gardens. T he dried  op ium  capsule 
w hen  g ro u n d  in to  pow der is m ixed up with w ater and  drunk , bu t 
opium  sm oking  is unknow n. A  few nights while sleep ing  in the  
B eg’s yard  beneath  our m osquito-nets we w here aw akened  b y  the  
repo rt of a g u n  near us. A sked  w hat was the m eaning of the  n o c ­

tu rnal sh oo ting  th eB eg

A u lia  o f Im a m  F a k i r  О ій з ё  n e a r  K o n a  U r g e n d ts h .

answ ered: “ A h, it is 
one of m y  servan ts 
w ho takes to o  m uch 
opium ; w hen  he sleeps 
too  fast, a  g u n  has to  
be fired off close to  
his ears; then  he w a ­
kes.” B y the  w ay, th e  
shooting  ren d e red  it 
still m ore  difficult to  
fall asleep in  these  
tow ns. All the  n igh t 
long  the d ogs w ere 
how ling and  the d o n ­
keys bray ing , so  th a t 
it w as nearly  im pos­
sible to  sleep a w ink. 
By day  th e  hea t w as 
in tolerable. F rom  half 
past seven  a. m . the 
sun b u rn in g  from  a 
cloudless sky red u ­
ced one to  a to rp id  
state, p reven ting  bo th  
bodily  an d  m ental 
w ork. Early  in  the  
m orning  w e hurried  
ou t to  w o rk  a few 

hours, and  on the sun having  risen som e 20° above th e  horizon  
w e sim ply fled hom e into the shade.

T he places w orth  seeing at K ona U rgendtsh  are situated  so u th ­
w est of the  tow n. O utside th e  gardens of the to w n  is a large
desolate space of the size of a b o u t 1 square mile filled w ith  heaps
of bricks and  clay, rem nants of old burial vaults and irrigation  ca­
nals. T he large heaps consist of the collapsed houses of th e  old



tow n; probably  they  w ere of the sam e character as the present, but 
judging  from  the num erous bricks, th is m ore solid material seems 
to  have been  m ore em ployed in form er tim es than the presen t sun- 
dried bricks, now  in use everyw here, and , of course, able to  resist 
the climate for only a very  short time. A bove these sites rise some 
ruins kep t in pretty  good  repair and built of som e excellent, yel­
lowish brow n bricks 
that have been  capable 
of w ithstanding the ra­
vages of time. O n  lea­
v ing  the presen t tow n 
in south-w estern  direc­
tion w e find them  all 
in a line. Ju s t outside 
the walls of the tow n 
am idst a  confused heap 
of m odern  burial pla­
ces is the aulia of Haz- 
reti Shah-i-Kabir, a  lar­
ge  sepulchral cham ber 
built of b u rn t bricks, 
w hose flat cupola is 
crow ned by  a to p  of 
encrusted  tiles, the so- 
called kobbä, also often 
decorating the head end 
of several tom bs. T he 
entrance is o rnam ented 
w ith a high rectangu ­
lar porch  w here there 
is an  enorm ous inscrip- T h e  to P  o f  l h e  S u m b a s  S h e lk - I - S h a ra b  a t  K o n a  U r g e n d ts h .  

tion  in raised w hite gla­
zing on blue g ro u n d  and splendidly  executed conventional flower 
decorations. T he large w hite, w inding A rab letters on  the  blue 
g round , th is bleu royal, so difficult to  p roduce now , show ed up 
exceedingly well. In the dark g loom y burial vault there is a large, 
vaulted stone-sarcophagus, surpassing in beauty m ost of this sort 
of things. T he m any colours and ornam ents are pu t toge ther in 
very  g o o d  taste, and the designs are real w orks of art. F rom  the 
plane surface of the sarcophagus (kabr) project a few  poin ted  arches. 
A t the head end  of the kabr is som ething, at first sight very  like



a s tone ; it is a high square colum n of encrusted tiles, below  w hich 
the h ead  of Shah-i-Kabir is said to  rest. A ccording to  the  sheik 
the to m b  is abou t 700  years old. Shah-i-Kabir w as beh ead ed  b y  
the K alm uks, and therefore his head  now  rests below  this colum n. 
B u t th is is presum ably  a m istake on  the part of the  sheik. T here 
is nam ely an inscription on th e  colum n w hich proves it to  be likely 
to  be  a m ore finely m ade nam e-stone standing  at the  h ead  end  of 
the  kabr, such  as is the  custom  even  now  w ith the  K irghiz. W e 
w ere only  allow ed to  lift up half of the  go ld -em bro idered  d rapery , 
elsew here covering  the  tom b, so  th a t w e w ere able to  p h o to g rap h  
the  designs. Tam erlan (Amir tem ir) and his renow ned  adviser, the  
calandar B ahavadin, one of the  m ost fam ous saints in  B okhara  and  
C entral A sia, together w ith M ir-i-Kalul are said to  h av e  built th is 
gum bas. Sherif bow ed an endless num ber of tim es before | the  
tom b, touch ing  the stones w ith  his hands and  pulling his beard . 
H e w as delighted to  have v isited  such a ho ly  place an d  believed 
him self m uch  better than all his com patrio tes in M argelan  w here 
he w as bo rn . “ It is w ell,” he  said, “ tha t I am  now  acquain ted  w ith  
th is g rea t saint, for w hen I am  a b o u t to  die and  be b u ried  I shall 
be  in  w an t of his assistance.”

T he nex t large room  w as th e  gum bas of T odeva K han, a h igh 
hexagonal building w ith a porch . O n  to p  of th e  vau lt are still 
rem nan ts of a low  tow er w ith  a po lygonal substructure . O n ly  part 
of the  conical top  covered w ith shining bluish g reen , encrusted  tiles 
is still left. O n  the  porch, in  th e  po in ted  niches of th e  w all and  
on  the  to w er are even now  beautiful rem nants of the  m an y  coloured  
mosaic, b u t the inner vault of th e  bu ild ing  is specially rich. H ere 
th e  m osaic looks as if it had  b een  m ade yesterday ; so to  speak  no 
piece has fallen ou t and  the  fine geom etrical figure form ing  the 
main fram e of the design is filled w ith  conventional flow ers and  
stars g littering  in reddish  b row n, w hite, yellow, indigo, g reen  and  
light blue, pu re  colours and gild ing. It is said to  have b een  built 
b y  the  K han ’s daughter, T odeva K han, w ho in tended  it to  contain 

her m ortal rem ains.
O n  p roceeding  w e find the m inaret of Sultan M ahom m ed  Ka- 

rashm ishah, abou t 80  m etres h igh, built of the sam e so rt of bricks 
as th a t of T odeva K han. N ow  it stands b y  itself, rising  ab o v e  the 
desolate sites, b u t once it p robab ly  belonged  to  a m osque  o r m e­
dresse. It has the form  of a bo ttle  tapering  to  a lo n g  po in t. J u d ­
ging from  th e  appearance of th e  w all I th ink it p robab le  th a t h igh 
up  a gallery has w ound  ro und  the  m inaret from  w hich the  daily



näm as of the  mullah have sounded  over the tow n. T he to p  that 
has fallen off w as probably  conical and  covered w ith encrusted tiles 
like the  o ther rem nants of the building. Below the place w here 
the gallery seem s to  have been , tw o  belts of conventional A rab 
letters w ind ro u n d  the tow er. A fter th e  m inaret follows the gum ­
bas of Sheik-i-Sharab w hose conical tow er is covered w ith blue, 
encrusted tiles and w here the narrow , high, pointed niches in  the 
wall rem ind one of the gothic 
style by  w hich it cannot, how ­
ever, have been  influenced.

Then there is the  gum bas 
of Im äm -Fakir G häse, a totally 
stereom etrical figure below  a 
cube, above th is a tw elve-angled 
tow er, crow ned by  a tw elve­
angled pyram id. O n  its nor­
thern  side are three pointed 
niches. T he roofs of the tw o 
latter are partly  covered w ith 
blue glazing. O n  the old course 
of the A m u D arya, still con­
veying som e w ater here, and 
near the few rem nants of the 
old tow n-wall w hich is built 
of clay, w e find the rem ain­
ders of a gum bas, an archway 
in pretty  g o o d  repair, decora­
ted  w ith m osaic in  white, yel­
low , indigo and light green 
colours. T he archw ay is even 
now  flanked b y  the rem nants 
of the w inding stairs w hich have led u p  into the  m inarets by  w hich 
the archw ay was fram ed. A t a  distance of som e 25  m etres from 
this ruin is another ruin of an  archw ay probably  belonging once 
to  the  sam e gum bas, and  w est of th e  latter at the extrem e end of 
the huge space are a g reat collection of clay-walls, Bägh-i-Karashmi- 
shah (The G ardens of Karashm ishah). All round  the sites are found 
rem nants of the old cyan coloured glass also to  be m et w ith at 
the  p resen t day  at Sam arkand. A n excavation of these ruins w ould  
certainly y ield  interesting resu lts ; it is a g rea t p ity  if no th ing  is done 
to  preserve a t least the  vault of the  gum bas of Todeva K han, the
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finest treasure of Central A sia1). T he m any Persian denom inations 
enum era ted  here, the m any P ersian  nam es m et w ith in the  p o pu la ­
tio n  and  the P ersian  style of th e  encrusted tiles show  th e  extension 
of th e  Iranian dom inion to  these  reg ions and  probab ly  in  th e  first 
cen tu ry  of M oham m edanism .

H av ing  finished our w ork  in K ona U rgendtsh  w hich ca n n o t be 
dea lt w ith  m ore tho rough ly  here , w e hired a large kaik  to  take us 
th ro u g h  th e  arik, w hich has a length  of som e 28  miles, to  th e  A m u 
D arya, b u t a sand bank  in th e  river off the  ou tle t of th e  arik u n ­
fo rtunate ly  preven ted  the w ater from  getting  up  to  the  tow n . The 
arik h ad  to  be excavated before w e с ш И  sail, and  w e therefore 
reso lved  to  g o  back the  sam e w ay  as w e had com e —  b y  K hod ­
shely. T he B eg lent us a small taran tas and tw o arbas, expressing 
in  florid w ords, according to  th e  custom  of the  coun try , w hat a 
so rrow  it w as for him  to  be deprived  of our com pany. “ Y our visit 
h a s  red o u n d ed  to  the hon o u r of myself, m y house and  the w hole 
of K ona U rgendtsh  and m ade m e heartily g lad; I am  now  very  
d istressed a t y o u r  departure, peace be w ith y o u  and y o u rs” ; such 
w as th e  talk of his lips, b u t I th ink  in  his heart he  w as exceedingly  
h ap p y  to  g e t rid  of us. D u rin g  our stay at his h o u se  w e had  
seen  h im  only  a few tim es, and , b y  the  w ay, I believe th a t he  w as 
a  g rea t fanatic w ho w ould  have preferred  to  tu rn  us o u t if he  had 
b een  able an d  had dared to  do  so, bu t one canno t com plain  of this. 
H e  did his d u ty  and even m ade 12 arm ed riders g o  in  f ro n t of the 
carriages as an  escort of honour, and  presen ted  us w ith  som e carpets.

O n  arriv ing at K hodshely  ou r darghan from  K ona U rgend tsh  
announced  himself. T w o hours after ou r departu re  th e  arik  had 
becom e filled w ith water, and  he had now  alm ost g o t as far as 
K hodshely  in  his boat. W e stayed  one day  w ith  th e  B eg in 
K hodshely , procuring  fow l, rice and  dried  bread  and  o n  the  
eigh th  of A ugust w e w en t up  the  stream  of the  A m u D arya so u th ­
w ard , being  h appy  to  be for som e days free from  the  fever-stricken 
oases in  th e  flat country , even som e 40  miles w est on ly  a few  feet 
above  the level of the  A m u. W hen  the w ind w as g o o d , a large 
quadratic  sail, very  like a square-sail, w as, in w ant of such  civilized 
th ings as a block, hauled upw ards b y  a rope running  in  a w o o d en  
h o o k  fastened  to  the  top  of the m ast. O n  the w ind  falling light, 
w e  w ere tow ed  on along the bank  by  4— 5 m en w h o  keep ing  
tim e w ith  th e  ro p e  across the ir shoulders tru d g ed  o n  n o w  th ro u g h

l) See O. O lufsen , O ld  and  new  A rch itectu re in B okhara , K hiva and  T urkestan . C o p en h a g en  1904.



the high reed w oods, now  am ong cam elthorn and tam arisks, now  
th rough  dense togais, w here the rope stuck each m om ent to  a tree; 
and  som etim es they  w aded in the m ud in their rags, which b u t sparingly 
covered their sun-burn t bodies. Excepting a short stay in the  tow n 
of K iptjak w here w e took  on  board  a new  supply  of fowl we 
sailed on incessantly along the east bank w here the Kasaks live in 
their yurts in the narrow  edging of poplar w oods situated betw een 
the river and  the desert. The Kasaks here are n o t nom ads proper, 
living at the  sam e spo t in their yurts, bo th  sum m er and  winter, 
always or a t any  rate through  a longer series of years, and  tilling

In u n d a tio n s  fro m  th e  A m u  D a ry a  in  th e  to w n  o f H a n k i  in  K h iv a .

the soil like agriculturists. W e often m ade a halt w ith these her­
mits to  get som e of their excellent milk for ou r prim itive meals.

A  little sou th  of the m ountains of Sultan-bäbä w e visited som e 
large ruins of a G iaur Kala at the p o in t of Yambäk w hich is filled 
w ith Kirghiz yurts. O n  its walls are clay-colum ns w hose style is 
n o t unlike tha t of the E gyptian sou th  of Cairo, w ithout m y  insi­
nuating th a t there is the least connection w ith these. O n  the ridge 
of Sultan-bäbä is a tow er, p robably  in som e rem ote tim e a sort 
of w atch-tow er from  which com m unication could be kept up  betw een 
the G iaur Kala, nam ed here and tha t situated farther no rth  w hich I 
m entioned on m y w ay out. The m ountains of Sultan-bäbä have 
always been the refuge of bands of robbers often inconveniencing 
the  Russian authorities very  m uch. A  T urkom an (Yomut), Bäbä 
Göklin, w as very  troublesom e here th ro u g h o u t m any years before 
the  Russians w ere fortunate enough  to  catch him. A t last n o  less



than  2  com panies of infantry and  one  hundred  C ossacks had  to  be 
despatched  to  seize him . E ven now  it happens now  an d  then  that 
the  natives take up arm s openly  against the Russian m ilitary^ T hus 
som e day, according to  C olonel G alkin, the Yom uts from  the ir auls
fired at th e  Russian posts w ho  guarded  the exercise-ground du ring
the m anoeuvres of the soldiers. S uch small skirmishes can, of course, 
never be avoided  in a conquered  country  w here the childish sim ­
plicity of the  population  is com bined w ith the ever p resen t fanaticism .

F arther u p  the river on the  east bank  alm ost opposite  to  H anki
or H anka, as it is called 
b y  the natives w e pass b y  
a real co lony  of fisherm en, 
all in uniform , from  sm all 
boys to  o ld  b ea rd ed  m en. 
These are the  U ral C o s­
sacks transpo rted  h ithe r 
and  settling  here  in  sum ­
m er w ith  the ir ligh t small 
boats w ith  h igh  stem  
and  stern  rem ind ing  one 
of the  N orw eg ian  boats. 
T hey are encam ped  on 
the bank w ith  the ir boats, 
nets and  m osquito-nets,
sleep in th e  n ig h t on  a
piece of felt and  beside
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plem ents, th e y  generally  

only  bring along  w ith them  th e  im age of a saint w hich th ey  h ang  
up  at the  head  end of their m osquito-net. E ven th e  p o o res t m an 
here is in  possession of the  latter w ithou t w hich th e  so jo u rn  on 
the banks of the A m u D arya w ould  be intolerable du ring  the  sum ­
m er nights. A s soon  as the bu rn in g  sun is abou t to  se t and  one 
looks forw ard  to  coolness one is to rm en ted  b y  these sm all buzzing  
horrors, the  m osquitoes. T o  be able to  have ou r even ing  tea  u n ­
disturbed w e w ere obliged to  ligh t large fires of tam arisks g iv ing
o u t a  dreadful stench, bu t the stench  and  sm oke is as n o th in g  com ­
pared to  th e  m osquitoes.

O n  th e  14th of A ugust w e w en t th rough  a b ro ad  arik  to  th e  
tow n  of H anki, as it w ere, a sm all cosy sea-port, the canal of w hich, 
fringed b y  huge elms and poplars, is filled w ith large gem as w ith



a high stem  and  stern decorated w ith ох-tails. In the arik the 
brow n U sbegic children are bathing, and  beneath  the shadow s of 
the trees g roups of natives are drinking their g reen  tea sitting on 
reed-m ats. H ere w e m et with our darghan (kaik man) w ho had 
taken  us from  Charjui to  P etro  A lexandrow sk or D ort gjiil (Four 
Flow ers), as the  tow n is called by  the  U sbegs. O u r large gem a 
w as now  a w reck in the arik, and th e  g o o d  old M ussulm an said 
quite open: “ I knew  very well, indeed, that if the gem a w ere able 
to  take you  to  D ö rt gjül, 
it w ould , at all events, be 
g o o d  for no th ing  any m ore” .
T he gem as of the  natives 
generally do n o t last m ore 
than  about 5 years. S trange 
to  tell, these people sailing 
on  the river for centuries have 
n o t been able to  im prove 
their boat-building. It is the 
sam e w ith the boats as with 
all o ther th ings in  Asia. A  
pretty  high culture w as at­
ta ined as early as the 13th 
century; since then  all is stag ­
nant. A fter the tim e of T a­
m erlan no progress has been 
m ade, and probably  will never 
be m ade as far as the  natives 
are concerned. In the course 
of tim e Russians and foreig­
ners will build up  a new  culture on this ancient one, and then  the 
descendants of K hans, Emirs and  Begs will walk about in the m o­
dern streets as w ater carriers and  fruit-sellers, bu t perhaps, in som e 
future time it m ay again be the tu rn  of the w ater carriers and 
fruit-sellers.

H anki is a tow n  of the same size as K ona U rgendtsh. It is 
situated abou t 3 kilom etres to  the sou th  of the arik surrounded  by 
the m ost fertile fields w here the plants principally cultivated are 
durra, lucerne, sesam  and  cotton. T he tow n itself is surrounded  
b y  high clay-walls w ith the circular bastions in use everyw here in 
Asia. In the  little d irty  bazar w hich is so dark that one m ight 
fancy o n e ’s self under ground, no th ing  b u t simple necessary articles

F ro m  th e  u p p e r  p a r t  o f  th e  to w n  w a ll  a t  H a z a r a s p . 

( S a lo m o n ’s to w e r .)



are d isplayed for sale, such as Russian stuffs and  th e  m ore solid 
co tton  stuffs of the natives, tea, m atches and  so on, to g e th er w ith 
the  fine curly-haired black, b row n  and w hite sheep-skins em ployed  
b y  th e  native U sbegs for their h igh  caps. M any of the  peop le  are 
b lind o r  have w eak eyes here as everyw here in K hiva, and  the 
close streets are filled w ith  a suffocating stench. N ow  and then  
one o f the  exiled Cossacks from  P etro  A lexandrow sk is seen riding 
th ro u g h  the bazar, otherw ise Russians are hardly ever seen  here  as 
elsew here in the K hanate. T he natives m anage the ir ow n affairs 
i. e. th e y  are governed  b y  their B eg w ho receives his o rders from  
the  K han. T hey only  know  th a t there  are Russians an d  M ussul­
m ans and  then  these ferenghi, also, in their opinion, som ehow  or 
o ther sub ject to  Russia. In th e  tow n  there is n o th in g  w hatever 
w orth  seeing. O utside the walls there are m any tom bs generally  
built in  th e  form  of m ud-fram ehouses, about l ‘/2 m etre high.

O n  th e  15th of A ugust w e left H anki for P etro  A lexandrow sk. 
W e d id  n o t get up to  the  bank  until late in the even ing  and  only 
the  nex t day  did w e enter th e  tow n w here lodgings w ere assigned 
to  us in  the  officers’ Sobranja. W e im m ediately m ade preparation 
fo r a sho rt excursion to  the tow n  of H azarasp. B efore starting  
in  the  afternoon on  the 17th of A ugust w e w ere inv ited  by 
C olonel G alkin to  w itness an  interesting scene w hen  the natives 
b ro u g h t their com plaints and  supplications to  h im , as th ey  w ere 
accustom ed to  do under the  governm ent of their ow n Beg. The 
colonel w ith  his Tartar in terpreter beneath  the shadow s of a large 
elm am idst a picturesque assem bly of various types of nations, thus 
tall, s trong  and robber-like look ing  Kirghiz from  the w ells at Tam - 
deh in the  m idst of the desert of Kizil Kum  w here civilized people 
never go. These w ere am ong the w orst robbers of C entral Asia, 
according to  the colonel, and  m any of those p resen t here had 
com m itted  several m urders. O n e  of them  had ju st sto len  500  sheep  
on B okharan territory; he had  now  appeared to  p rove  his inno ­
cence. T here were Karakalpaks, U sbegs, N ogais and  a few  Tadjiks 
w ho w ere rare in this region. M ost of them  advanced com plaints 
of their w ives or of the distribution of w ater for th e  irrigation of 
th e  fields. O ne m an com plained tha t his son-in-law had  eloped 
w ith  his wife, probably  a p re tty  rare case. All p leaded  their cause 
w ith  an elegance as regards fluent eloquence and  gestures, as if they  
had  been  barristers for years. T he m ost w retched lazzarone dressed 
in the  m ost w retched rags understands form s as well as any  E uro ­



pean courtier. F orm  is all in all to  them ; it is less im portan t 
w hether the contents are tru th  or lie.

This conference being over we loaded som e provisions and our 
baggage on tw o arbas and w en t ourselves in the tarantas of the 
colonel dow n to the bank after upsetting  it twice. F rom  here 
there is a regular ferry across the river to  the tow n of H azarasp 
situated to  the  south-w est. T he natives ferry the passengers over 
the  river in their kaiks as they  have done from  tim e im mem orial, 
the price for each person being 6 K hivinian Pul ( =  1 penny). The 
river here divides in to m any arms. T o  facilitate the tran spo rt of 
the  baggage across the islands from  one river arm  to  th e  o ther 
w here w e had  a new  ferry three tim es, we placed the loaded  arbas 
together w ith the horses on 
the kaik and, strange to  tell, 
w e crossed the  rapid w aters 
of all the river arm s w ithout 
upsetting  the kaiks and w ith­
ou t any  o ther m ishap than 
tha t one of ou r horses fell into 
the w ater, b u t w as dragged 
ou t again. O n  the  jolting 
arbas to  w hich it is difficult 
to  stick w hen driv ing over the 
rough  g round  w e continued 
our expedition th ro u g h  high 
K am ish-togais (reed-w oods), 
reaching finally the flat tam arisk steppes. O u r coachm en w ho w ere 
our guides here d id  no t know  the w ay, and at last we w ere w ithin 
a maze of ariks w here we could neither g e t forw ard o r backw ard. 
F rom  som e herdsm en, tu rn ing  up  by  chance, w e learned tha t w e 
had  g one  in  a  w rong  direction. In p itchy  darkness w e drove back 
into the cultivated stretches am ong the  clay-houses of the  natives 
w here all gates in  the  high walls w ere barred. A n U sbegic night- 
reveller en joy ing  the  n igh t outside his h o u se  to o k  us to  the Aksakal 
of the district w ho w as som ew hat astonished to  receive guests at 
this tim e of th e  night. W e did not, how ever, give him  any trouble, 
for w e passed  the  n igh t beneath  som e trees near his house.

Early in  the  m orning  we despatched  a rider to  the B eg in  H a­
zarasp w ith a letter of in troduction from  C olonel Galkin b y  m eans 
of w hich w e expected  to  b e  adm itted . A nd  w e had  n o t gone  far, 
indeed , w hen  four riders from  the B eg arrived to  be our guides.

O u r  a r b a s  a r e  fe rr ie d  a c r o s s  a c a n a l  in  a  g e m a .



W ith these  in front of our carriages and  behind  them  w e w en t 
th ro u g h  the  durra, rice, sesam  and cotton fields, betw een  th e  high 
clay-walls th ro u g h  a little bazar w here the U sbegs w ith  their m ouths 
w ide o pen  stared at the strange guests and beneath  a dark  gatew ay 
w here th e  old w atch-tow ers had  fallen dow n. In the m idst of the 
labyrinth  w e w ere received b y  the Aksakal of the  to w n  and  the 
grey-bearded  Beg of the province, D jim anias D ew än. T he Beg 
to o k  us to  a house w hich had  been  m ade ready  for us. H ere  the 
old w ell-know n festive m eal w as served to us: pillau and  lo ts of 
fruit and  sw eetm eats. T he old B eg to  w hom  this p rov ince had 
been  allo tted  by  the grace of th e  Khan conversed a little w ith  us, 
asking w hat w e w anted and abou t our country , and  he w as very  
surprised on learning that all’ ferenghi w ere n o t sub jec t to  A k- 
pasha i. e. T he W hite Prince, b y  w hom  is m eant the R ussian Czar, 
b u t th a t there w ere m any realm s besides Russia, K hiva, Bokhara, 
C hina and  Р е ь іа . W hen the  B eg w ith a ttendants h ad  left us, it 
w as as if w e w ere in Khiva, K ona U rgendtsh  or any  o ther K hivi­
nian tow n . All is alike to  the  slightest detail: a large, em p ty  room  
w hose floor w as carpeted; a  veranda  w here the  roof w as su p p o rted  
on th e  slender carved w ooden  colum n w ith the s tone basis and  at 
a corner of the  small yard  the  U sbegic servants sitting  on  the 
g ro u n d  staring  fixedly at us.

H azarasp (a Persian w ord  m eaning  thousand  horses) is said to  
be one  of the oldest tow ns of K harezm . O riginally it m ust have 
been  very  small, the old clay-wall, w hich has a  heigh t of 10 m etres, 
w ith  th e  semicircular bastions being  only abou t 300  m etres square. 
Into th is fortress leads only  one  single gate form erly  defended  by  
tw o  tow ers w hose tops have fallen dow n. It is called P asha  D ar­
vasa (The Royal Road). O n the  old wall are the  rem nan ts of a 
square tow er built by the P ro p h e t Salom on, and  in the  ruins of 
this tow er an enorm ous old g ian t (a D ew ) is sleeping. W hile stan ­
d ing  in the  tow er a devannah  (a lunatic) w as p lay ing  a cow -horn  
on the  to p  of the clay-walls. S oon  after w e saw  him  rid ing  th ro u g h  
the streets on a long  stick. H e im agined him self to  be th e  K han 
rid ing  th rough  the streets to  encourage his people to  the  fight for 
w hich he had given a signal from  the walls. H e is th e  true rep re ­
sentative of the view  w hich the M ussulm ans take of the  p resen t 
tim e. T hey  are still living in the  13th century  and  are incapable of 
understand ing  w hat is now  sudden ly  rushing in  u p o n  them . T hey 
look upon  all that is called civilization as a bad  v ision  w hich the 
sooner it disappears the better. “W hat is to  becom e of us po o r



M ussulm ans w hen it is really true w hat y o u  tell us that there are 
so  m any ferenghi all round us with all these institutions w hich we

R u in s  o f  ih e  p a la c e  o f  R a m a n  k u l I n a k  n e a r  H a z a r a s p .  I t  w a s  fo r m e r ly  c o v e r e d  w i th  m a jo l ic a  e v e ry ­

w h e re . O f  t h e  m a jo l ic a  (b lu e  w i th  w h i te  d e s ig n s )  c o n s id e r a b le  r e m n a n ts  a re  s t i l l  s e e n .

do n o t com prehend  at all” , an  old m ullah said to  m e one day. 
“ Som e tim e ago a Russian officer in K hiva no ted  dow n all people, 
corn and cattle, and  now  you  have also com e to  make notes. The



R ussians and perhaps also th e  ferenghi are soon  com ing  to  take 
every th ing  aw ay from  us. W hen I w as y o u n g  there w ere g u n s  on 
all o u r walls and m any m atchlocks; bu t the R ussians broke all of 
them  to  p ieces.” The old m an looked  very  sad and  I had  to  
com fort him  by saying th a t th ings w ould  be all right, if the M us­
sulm ans w ou ld  only keep quiet.

Inside the  walls beside the  tow er of Salom on are th e  ruins of 
a p rev ious palace decorated  w ith  encrusted tiles in b lue an d  w hite 
Persian  designs. H ere the  B eg R am ankul Inäk resided som e 40  years 
ago being  the absolute sovereign of the province w hen  the  T u rk o ­
m ans had  killed his m aster, M ahom m ad B ahadur A m in K han. Ra­
m ankul (Inäk is a high official title) lived here in  w in ter; in 
sum m er h e  lived in an extensive clay-palace, now  ru inous, at a 
d istance of som e hundred  m etres from  the tow n. U nder the  reign 
of M ahom m ad B ahadur A m in K han H azarasp w as ex tended  to  m ore 
than  its doub le  size and w as also surrounded  b y  w alls connected  
w ith  th e  old wall so that it looks as if the tow n  w ere d iv ided  into 
tw o  parts b y  a transverse wall. F rom  the walls the re  is one  of 
the  m ost splendid views on the  w hole to  be found  in  Asia. T he 
tow n  is situated in the m idst of m arshes or small lakes w ith  rush- 
and  reed-grow n banks w here m yriads of stilt-plovers live to g e th er 
w ith ducks and terns. T he reg ion  is densely peop led , one  clay- 
house lies close to  the other, and  g roups of these sm all hu ts  and  
large farm s su rrounded  b y  high clay-walls are do tted  ab o u t on  sm all 
islands, spits and  tongues in the  fens.

H aving  finished our researches in H azarasp on  th e  2 1 st of A u ­
gust, w e crossed the  river to  P e tro  A lexandrow sk w here  th e  sm all 
Russian m ilitary steam er had  arrived, on w hich w e reached  C harjui 
on  the 31st of A ugust after sailing 10 days against the curren t. 
T hen the expedition  w ent to  Persia.



T H E  C L I M A T E

AS the regions of B okhara are situated chiefly betw een 38° and 
/"Л. 40° latitude N orth , tha t is in the  sam e la titude as S outh  Spain, 
their climate is very  unequable ow ing to  their continental position, 
especially in the  level country. In the  m ountains in East Bokhara 
and  Pam ir conditions are m ade som ew hat m ore equable in  this 
respect, here the  cold of w inter increases, indeed, bu t the  sum m er 
heat also decreases. T he great climatic variety is due to  the  diffe­
ren t altitudes of th e  country  w ithin the  frontiers of Bokhara from 
the rough h igh  plateau of Pam ir at an altitude of abou t 4000  m etres 
and  from  freezing glaciers in N orth-W est Pam ir a t an altitude of 6 
and 7000 m etres to  the low  oases, steppes and  deserts in the  Aral- 
Caspian depression; the climate of a well w atered  oasis and  of the
surrounding  steppes o r deserts also differs very  much, as artificial
irrigation especially causes a cooling of the  air on account of the 
brisk evaporation  in summ er.

Bokhara o r Transoxania is the land  of g reat contrasts. T he 
contrast offered by  the smiling, flow ering steppes of A pril and
M ay and the  ugly, brow nish black, g rey  or yellow ish steppes of
Ju ly  and the  rest of sum m er w hen they  are scorched by  sun  and 
drought, by  the  magnificent, well w atered, fertile oases and  the de­
solate, terrible deserts and sterile, naked  m ountains, and b y  the  fer­
tile, yellow ish g rey  loess in the oases and  the  m iserably p o o r  drift 
sand in the desert, is again found in the  clim atology of these regions.

The climatic differences in the varied territory  of B okhara are 
chiefly due to  the  w inter climate, w hereas the sum m er climate in 
the m ountain valleys and the level coun try  is m uch the same.

T he typical climatic features in all regions are the early spring 
w ith its sm iling fertility, the rainless ho t sum m er w ith a brigh t sun



and  a cloudless sky w here every th ing  is dried up w hen  n o t w atered  
artificially, and  w here all tha t is g reen  in the irrigated oases is 
covered  b y  a layer of yellow ish g rey  loess dust, an d  the calm 
n ights w ith  their sparkling stars and  a brilliant m ilky w ay  w hich 
n o t even  the  m oonlight is able to  outshine. A n excessive d ro u g h t 
in  sum m ertim e sucks o u t every  b it of m oisture from  clothes, w o o d ­
w o rk  and  o ther things, so that, for instance, w ood-w ork  is sim ply 
eaten u p  b y  sun and  drought, and  brightly polished cu tlery  never b e ­
com es ru s ty  in sum m er. A dd  to  th is the  ab rup t change in  tem pera ­
tu re  from  day  to  n ight and especially a sudden  v io len t change in 
the  tem peratu re  of the m ountain  valleys w hen the sun  sud d en ly  dis­
appears beh ind  the m ountain crests. S trong  extrem es of sum m er and  
w inter are prevalent. As suffocating as m ay be the  sum m er heat, 
as villainously cold is it in w inter. In the sum m er of 1899  w e had  
in Ju ly  o n  the  A m u D arya a tem peratu re  of 5 9 0 C entigrade, in the 
oasis of B okhara it m ay rise in Ju ly  to  48° and  50  C entigrade, 
and  a tem peratu re  of 10° and  15° C entigrade below  zero  is no t 
rare in Jan u ary  in Bokhara, and  one  of 30° C entigrade below  zero 
in  the  reg ions on  the low er A m u. D ecem ber and  Jan u ary  are the 
co ldest m on ths w hen even the  m ost rapid m ountain  stream s are 
often covered  w ith ice. T he tem peratu re  in the B okharan  Pam ir 
valleys falls to  25° and 30° C entig rade below  zero  an d  in H igh 
Pam ir to  48° C entigrade below  zero, w hereas the w in ter tem pera tu re  
is considerably  m ilder in the  S urkhan  and  K afirnihan valleys and 
on  th e  A m u in the East B okharan  m ountains; the w in te r cold  in ­
creases very  m uch w ith the a ltitude east of the  m erid ian  of Bald- 
shuan . A t tim es the  w inter tem perature of the  oasis of B okhara 
sinks to  2 5 °  C entigrade below  zero, for w hich p h en o m en o n  m any 
natives p ay  w ith  their lives.

T he extensive territory  from  the m outh  of Yenisei o v er W est 
Sibiria, Transcaspia, B okhara and  T urkestan  lies open  to  the  cold 
w inds from  the A rctic sea w hich, w hen  the  w ind is no rth -eas t or 
east, b ring  snow -storm s in w inter and  sand-storm s all th e  y ea r round . 
T hese ro u g h  w inds have here full p lay  across the flat steppes, devoid  
of w o o d s and  often also of vegeta tion . T he easterly prov inces in 
T urkestan  and  on  the Syr D arya are som ew hat sheltered  from  the 
no rthern  w inds b y  the w estern  spurs of T ian-shan , an d  w in ter is 
therefore m ilder here than in  th e  rest of C entral A sia w here  the  
cold  increases considerably as so o n  as one  has passed  the  m eridian 
of T ashken t on  the w ay  tow ards the  regions sou th  of th e  Aral. 
T he beneficial influence of these  m ountains upon  th e  w in ter cold in



Bokhara is, how ever, perceptible, as only  the north wind is able to  
sw eep directly over the country . T ow ards the south  H indukush 
shelters from  the heat, the m ountains w ith their perpetual snow  and 
glaciers go  tow ards cooling the air, b u t an  oppressive sum m er heat 
is nevertheless typical nearly everyw here.

In the regions near Bokhara and  farther w est snow -storm s and 
fall of snow  are rather frequent, bu t the snow  seldom  lies on  the 
earth for a long  period. In 1896 it snow ed  very fast for a couple 
of days in B okhara and Kermineh at the  end  of N ovem ber. Burans, 
the  nam e b y  w hich the natives call bo th  sand- and snow -storm s are, 
on  the w hole, frequent in w inter and  especially in D ecem ber and 
January . T he snow s of early autum n seldom  lie any time o n  the 
g round ; one m ay walk for hours in heavy  snow y w eather, and  yet 
deserts and steppes are continually devoid  of snow , it vanishes before 
the wind and  evaporates as if by  magic. T he air is full of white 
flakes, so that one cannot see o n e’s hand  before one’s face, and 
nevertheless one w anders in the yellow  desert sand o r on the brow nish 
black steppe.

O utside the oases and the river banks w here vegetation is kept 
alive by  m eans of artificial irrigation, the m oisture w hich the sky 
yields directly in the form of snow  in w inter and rain in spring, is 
the only condition of life of the p lan ts; for the  sum m er rain is of 
no  im portance and principally a curiosity. It is therefore quite natural 
tha t vegetation in those regions that are w atered directly, has b u t a 
very  short existence. W e see, indeed, the flora of the steppes grow  
up in April, flower, run to  seed and w ither in the course of M ay 
and  June and  leave the steppe as w aste as a desert, w hereas the 
oases and river banks, so small com pared to  the large area of which 
w e speak here, are kept alive by m eans of the supply of snow  in 
Pam ir and the  East Bokharan m ountains w hich yield w ater to  the 
rivers. W inter and  earliest spring is the tim e that gives m oisture, and 
w hen spring has really set in, one  m ay w ithout much uncertainty 
alw ays reckon upon  dry  w eather and bright sun. O ne can very  well 
lay one’s plans for the next day  regardless of the weather, there is 
no  risk of disturbances in this respect.

T he d rough t and the sun m ake the climate healthy; only in 
sw am py regions and  m uch irrigated oases w ith m any rice-fields is 
the climate unhealthy and often fatal b o th  to  E uropeans and natives. 
If it were no t for the drought and the sun which in the tow ns act 
as nature’s disinfectants, the natives w ho are absolutely regardless 
of hygiene w ould here be very badly off.



T he rain falls m ostly in O ctober— N ovem ber and  M arch— A pril, 
m ore seldom  in M ay. S om etim es, how ever, heavy  rains occur in 
B okhara in  M ay, and even in Ju n e  in 1896 it rained  incessantly  
som e days in the ne ighbourhood  of the low er Serafshan. T he rain 
also p o u red  dow n in the m iddle of Septem ber in K arateg in , so  
tha t the  b road  m ountain slopes becam e nearly im passable.

W e shall now  take a particular review  of each season.

S p r i n g .  A s early as the m iddle of M arch sp ring  announces 
its arrival in the level country , the  oases, the East B okharan  m o u n ­
tains and  on  the u p p er A m u D arya. H igher up in  th e  P am ir val­
leys: K arategin , D arvas, Roshan, Shugnan, G aran and  V akhan  it does 
n o t arrive before April, b u t even  in the  plateau of P am ir th e  snow  
usually m elts aw ay from  the p o o r  steppes in April. T he step p es a long  
the E ast B okharan m ountains, th e  river banks and  th e  terraces of 
the m ounta ins begin to  becom e g reen ; T urkom ans and  K irghiz in 
th e  level coun try  m ove their ro u n d  ten ts thatched w ith  felt and 
reed-m ats in to  the steppe w here each tribe has its ow n  dom ain, 
w hereas in  w in ter they  draw  to g e th er in larger tow ns of ten ts  or 
into the ir abandoned  m ud-houses in the valleys. T he half-nom adic 
U sbegs and  Tadjiks in the m ountains send their children and  w om en  
up  on  th e  m ountain  terraces w ith  their cattle; here as w ell as on 
th e  steppe th ey  take advantage of the short tim e before the  spring  
grass is b u rn ed  up b y  the sun. H ere they  live in  the ir prim itive 
stone sum m er houses (yailäk o r ailäk) w hile the m en rem ain  in the 
villages in the valleys and com m ence to  till the soil. T he higher 
valleys and  the  m ountain ravines, w hich in w inter lie w aste  and  are 
generally  cu t off from  one ano ther b y  the snow  from  the m iddle 
of N ovem ber, com e to  life again. Intercourse betw een  th em  is resu ­
m ed, and  in M ay m ost of the passes can be traversed. T he sounds 
of cam els, drom edaries, do n k ey s , ho rses, cow s, sheep  an d  goats 
are heard  ro und  abou t from  the  green  m eadow s. T he transition 
from  w in ter to  spring is m arked by  heavy rain , in th e  w esterly 
reg ions beginn ing  at tim es as early as February . A t the  end  of 
M arch vine, figs and pom egranates are uncovered, and  a t th is tim e 
the trees com e ou t in leaf.

In M arch  the snow  m elts aw ay from  the slopes in E ast B ok ­
hara, w hereas in G aran and  V akhan  it m ay lie until w ell in to  April, 
and  only  th en  does the higher P an d sh  valley break up . T he m elting 
of the snow  occasions considerable inconveniences in  th e  valleys; 
avalanches, snow-slips and m ountain  slides are of every  day  occur­



rence especially in the P andsh  valley and  its side-valleys tow ards the 
east. T he Shahkdarra, G und, V artang and  Yashgulam are of bad  repute 
in this respect. G igantic granite and  gneiss blocks roll dow n into 
the  valleys roaring, rushing and cracking and  end on the river 
banks or in the  rivers, form ing obstacles and  cataracts on their w ay; 
they  often roll dow n into the kishlaks w here they  destroy houses 
and fields o r kill people and cattle; th is happened  several times 
during m y stays in the P andsh  valley. O n  their low er course the 
rivers in E ast Bokhara overflow the  flat regions w hich form  a 
sw am py slush in  spring, so tha t they  are impassable. T he drifting 
of the ice in the  rivers Pandsh, Surkhab-V akhs, Kafirnihan, Surkhab, 
A m u D arya etc. often occasion im m ense heaping up of the  ice 
into veritable m ountains w ere the rivers bend, and  rivers passable in 
w inter across the ice or o n  gupsars in sum m er becom e im passable 
a t this tim e of the year; even the traffic with large gem as on the 
A m u D arya is very  dangerous. In a few deep valleys the  piled 
up  ice-masses lie for a long  time, and  for instance in deep ravines 
in Pam ir th ro u g h  w hich the tributaries run  dow n to  the P andsh  
they  m ay lie till far in to M ay, and  icicles can be seen here  every 
m orning all the  year round.

T he w eather is in spring very  hum id ; show er after show er, 
floods and  new ly form ed fens transform  steppes, oases, river banks 
and m ountain terraces, w here there is loess, in to  a perfect slush. 
In the oases it often happens tha t o n e ’s long  boots are left sticking 
in the yellow ish grey, sticky soil, and  it is often difficult for five 
horses to d rag  a tarantas th rough  the steppe. The b road  pass 
slopes in E ast B okhara and K arategin are nearly inaccessible of 
ascent and descent, beasts of bu rden  and  riding animals slip and 
tum ble dow n tim es w ithout num ber. In the  oases the agriculturist 
com m ences to  till the soil, and in the large caravanserais the  equip ­
m ent of the com mercial caravans begins, the latter are often obliged 
to  travel for m onths and m onths and  have to  be fitted o u t as sort 
of expeditions.

N ot before A pril does the sun begin  to  com e ou t for g o o d ; 
shorter violent to rren ts of rain occur, indeed, now  and then, som e­
tim es accom panied b y  heavy storm s w ith  hail, lightning and  thun ­
der, bu t they  are generally of sho rt duration, and in the middle 
of April the  sun has obtained such a hold  that the te rrito ry  is 
fairly passable. Electric discharges are, on  the whole, n o t frequent 
in Central Asia, and  the lightning is said never to  strike. D uring  
the years I passed in  these reg ions, I experienced nevertheless a



few  terrib le sto rm s of lightning and  th u n d e r bo th  in  the  steppe  and 
th e  m oun ta in s; in the latter p lace as in all m ountain  reg ions the 
p h en o m en o n  is very  im posing  o n  account of the  resonance. A m idst 
a few  such  storm s in K arategin an d  in the steppes east of B okhara 
the  lightnings to o k  the shape of ball-lightnings, all of ab o u t the  
sam e size as the  disc of the  m oon , looking like shells bu rsting  up 
to  ab o u t 6 0 °  above the horizon, an d  su rrounded  by a g reen ish  red 
m ist; no  rep o rt w as heard  from  the  ball-lightnings, b u t ab o v e  these 
branched  lightnings cracked u p  in to  the  zenith. I observed  th e  sam e 
so rt of ball-or sun-shaped  lightnings now  and then  in P am ir and  
alw ays very  low  dow n in  th e  horizon , because here th e  strata  of 
clouds are v e iy  rarely at the zenith.

In A pril the  alm ond trees and  m any  other fruit-trees flow er in 
the  oases even  in D arvas and  Roshan, and m ountain  te rraces and  
steppes are covered  w ith m any  sp lendid  flowers and  h igh  grass in 
w hich th e  cattle often w ade to  th e  belly. F rom  the  p ro fu sion  of 
flow ers is heard  a  m any-voiced so und  m ade up  of th e  hum m ing  
of num berless bees and  o ther insects. M any  torto ises ap p ear on 
th e  A m u D arya in East B okhara , num erous roden ts are  seen  on 
the s te p p e , and  the air is filled w ith  cries from  eagles, vultures, 
falcons, rollers, pastors, bee-eaters etc. while in the oases th e  sto rk  
croaks m errily  on the roofs of the  m osques; for B okhara is a re ­
gu lar coun try  for storks. In the  oases A pril is the m o st delicious 
m outh . All the trees becom e by  degrees covered w ith  fresh lea­
fage; the m ock  acacia and  the chestnu t b loom ; the  large poplars, 
willows, elms, w alnut and  m ulberry-trees w ith their large g reen  crow ns 
relieve th e  m o no tony  of the  yellow ish grey clay-buildings. A ll is 
freshness and  life as well in th e  plain as in  the  m oun ta in  valleys 
in the h igher of w hich spring is, how ever, now  an d  th e n  som e­
w hat delayed. The air is still hum id  enough  to  keep  aw ay  the  dust 
from  all th a t is green and bloom ing, and  as y e t the  c louds g ive a 
shelter from  the strong  light of th e  sun.

T he tem perature in A pril in the  oasis of B okhara, th e  w esterly  
level coun try  and  the depressions o n  the  A m u D ary a  is rather 
h igh: a tem perature of 16° and  18° C entigrade at seven  o ’clock 
a. m ., of 2 5 °  and  3 4 °  C entigrade a t 1 o ’clock p. m. an d  of 1 3 “ 
and  15° at 9  o ’clock in the even ing  is rather com m on, b u t in  the  
higher valleys in G aran and V akhan  th e  m orn ing  and  evening  
tem peratu re  is m uch low er and  night-frost is often observed , and  
in the h ighest valleys in East B okhara and  Pam ir snow  m ay  be 
found  lying even at the beginn ing  of June . A  beautiful m ass of



cum ulus clouds rushes like sm oke across the m ountain crests, and 
the valleys are often full of a stagnant, vaporous mist; even in the 
plains the cloud covering is rather considerable. The relative hum i­
dity is abou t 50 %  and  6 0 % ; bu t there m ay be days w here in the 
level country  it decreases to 2 3 % , and  even to  1 6% . T he num ­
ber of sunny  days is 3 0 %  and 4 0 %  of the days of the m outh. 
O w ing  to  a strong  radiation often preven ted  neither by clouds nor 
dust the nights are rather cool.

S u m m e r .  In M ay in the w estern regions and the low er m ountain 
valleys, we have already, in the opinion of a N ortherner, had a nice 
little sum m er; part of M ay is as yet tolerable, although the tem perature 
of the first days of the m outh rises above 30° Centigrade, b u t it is no t 
far in to M ay w hen we must, as a rule, notice 0 %  clouds and force
of w ind 1 or 0 by  the duodecim al scale, and  then the real sum m er
of these regions sets in, not, indeed, as h o t as that of N orth  India, 
bu t yet it com es near to  the latter in this respect. The grea t lakes
of Aral and  C aspi do som ething tow ards cooling dow n the sum ­
m er in Central Asia w hen the w ind is north-w est. The tem perature 
observed in the  oases and  in the steppes differs very much, to  say 
no th ing  of th a t of the  deserts w hich is often quite intolerable both  
to  Europeans and natives. The broad  rivers in often narrow  val­
leys, the artificial irrigation of the oases w here the w ater is spread 
in num berless small canals, ditches and  drains betw een corn-fields 
and  gardens cool dow n the air ow ing to  the quick evaporation of 
the water. In all centres of agriculture the evaporation surpasses 
the  dow npoor very  m uch; while, for instance, in T ashkent in  T ur­
kestan it is b u t 3 times as great, it is on the A m u D arya 27  times 
as great and in a few spots even greater. The evaporation  is so 
strong  that after a violent show er th e  roads very  soon  becom e 
dry  again.

M ay, Ju n e , Ju ly  and A ugust are the sum m er m onths of these 
reg ions, the h o t dry  tim e w here , especially in July  and  A ugust, 
the tem perature a t noon  norm ally varies from  4 0 °  to  50° C entigrade 
everyw here in the level country  and  the low er valleys, and even 
in the h igher valleys, for instance in V akhan, a day tem perature 
of 38° C entigrade is com m on in  Ju ly  and A ugust. M any  val­
leys in D arvas, K arategin and H issar are real furnaces, and  in 
the depressions on the A m u in E ast Bokhara and the plain east 
of its m iddle course the heat is terrible, often a tem perature of



above 5 0 °  C entigrade, w hich in  connection w ith exhalations from  
the fens renders the so journ  near th e  latter extrem ely perilous. 
T he sm aller and  less irrigated the  oases are, the h igher is their 
tem pera tu re  in  sum m er. In th e  alpine regions of S hugnan , R oshan 
an d  D arvas the climate is very  healthy ; a better clim ate can 
hard ly  be found  on earth than  here, and  the natives attain, indeed , 
an  unusually  h igh age. P eop le  of m ore than 100 years are n o t 
rare, and  I m et w ith  tw o m en in V akhan and G aran , respectively  
120 and  125 years old. It m ust, how ever, be observed  th a t at 
tim es the  fever is m uch felt in the  oasis of Kalai K hum b.

In Ju n e  and  Ju ly  the  corn  ripens and  at the sam e tim e also 
plum s, apricots and  the first grapes.

T he relative hum idity is very  slight th ro u g h o u t th e  sum m er. 
In M ay it sank  dow n in the  tow n  of Bokhara to  1 2 % , an d  in 
Ju ly  and  A u g u st I have often m easured  it to  be 1 2 %  and  1 4 %  
in  th e  level country . In the h igher m ountain  valleys it is often as 
low , b u t a t tim es it m ay rise to  3 0 %  and 35°/o. T he excessive 
d ro u g h t causes every bit of m oisture to  evaporate from  clothes, 
felt and  saddle-clothes, so tha t th e  smallest spark from  a pipe o r 
a fire-arm  m akes them  b u m  like G erm an-tinder. D uring  o u r rides 
the re  w as often  such a small fire in the  saddle-clothes. T h e  d rought, 
the  intense sun  and  the thin air in the m ountains cause chaps and  
aching w o u n d s on  the  exposed  parts  of the  body . T o  avo id  such 
it is necessary  every  m orn ing  to  sm ear hands and  face w ith a 
fatty  substance; vaseline or zinc paste  is very  m uch to  be recom ­
m ended . A  captain of the C ossacks w as obliged in  th e  sum m er of 
1898  to  leave Pam ir on accoun t of the  said trouble and  seek 
recovery  in Turkestan.

Typical of B okhara on the  w hole is the absence of w ind , ex­
cep t th a t in a few m ountain  valleys there  is always a terrib le d raugh t 
ow ing to  local conditions. The desert is rarely in u p ro ar and  the 
hea ted  air is able to  draw  the dust straight up  in to  the air, w ith ­
ou t its being  blow n aw ay b y  th e  w ind . The force of w ind  g en e ­
rally varies from  1 to  3 by  the duodecim al scale, s trong  w inds are 
exceptions.

T he prevalen t direction of the  w ind  in  the level coun try  is, of course, 
of g rea t im portance; on  this to g e th er w ith  the tem perature d epends the 
dow n p o u r and  the evaporation. It is no rth  or no rth-east i. e. a  d ry  
w ind from  th e  continent n o t charged  w ith vapour from  b low ing 
across a sea; it is no t only  dry, b u t also cold, and  the  slight vapou r 
conveyed , instead  of condensing  ow ing  to  a low er tem peratu re ,



m eets a higher one of the opposite  effect. These north  and north ­
east w inds exceed east and north-w est w inds with 50°'«, being 
steady and lasting often 8 m onths in the year, whilst the south 
w inds are the  least frequent. In the  m ountains of East Bokhara the 
east w ind is p revalent in sum m er and  the w est w ind in w inter; 
bu t in the P am ir valleys the w est w ind  is typical of the w hole year 
and  is a g rea t plague, especially in  V akhan, w here the intolerable dry 
w ind scorches all things in sum m er, whirls up the sand on  the  banks 
of the  P andsh  in to  regular drift-sand dunes and  renders the  w inter 
climate ro u g h  while sw eeping the valley clean from snow . Typical 
of all the m ountain  valleys and  especially of the narrow er are the 
regular ascending  and descending m ountain w inds; the  evening 
w ind especially, w hen its direction is the sam e as the m ain wind, 
m ay rise to  a sw eeping hurricane. It springs up at sunset behind 
the m ountain  crests and  often th reatens to  level w ith the g round  
all tha t pro jects into the air. In calm  w eather in the  m ountain valleys 
the d irection of the w ind follow s th e  sun ; w hen one side of the 
valley is in the light whilst the o ther lies in shade, the colder air 
flow ing to  the  light side from  the dark  one is distinctly felt.

A  special w ind in the level coun try  is “ G arm sal” (H eat Wind) 
It arrives in sum m er from  the w est and  the south-w est conveying 
dust so tha t the  air is quite g rey  from  small burn ing  particles. It 
is m ost often observed in Ju ly  after som e days’ intense heat, the 
tem perature rises, the air is intolerably heavy, all is dust, and the 
sun  can hard ly  be seen. G enerally it lasts bu t a few hou rs , and 
then  the air becom es clear and  cold. In B okhara in O ctober it is 
follow ed by  very  low  tem perature and  as a rule by snow.

O n such a “ G arm sal” springing up  w ith its m asses of dust, the 
horizon from  w here the w ind  bears, suddenly  darkens; it is as if 
a  show er w ere on  the po in t of break ing  loose. A fter a few  m inu­
tes the  w hole sky is darkened, the  air w histles, a few  sand  grains 
fall dow n upon  us, the  native gu ide im m ediately pulls up  with 
horses and  carriages, tu rns their backs against the w ind and throw s 
horsecloths and  clothes over the heads of people and animals. After 
a  few m om ents all is w rapped  up  in  d u st, so dense tha t nothing 
b u t dust is seen w hen one ventures to  peep out from under the 
cloth. T he cattle becom e quite m addened  on  the arrival of such a 
dust storm , they  scatter round  on  the  steppe or rush in to  narrow  
ravines in the  m ountains to  hide. A fter a dust storm  in Ju n e  w hich 
lasted abou t 1 hour, m y carriage w as entirely covered by  a large 
dust dune.



This dust w ind is also called “ T ebbad” or the fever w in d , as 
it is th o u g h t also to  occasion fever; I do no t know  w hether this 
is right, every  indisposition m ay, of course, be follow ed b y  a rising 
of the  tem peratu re  of the b o d y ; I have several tim es observed  this, 
and, at any  rate, it p roduced  disagreeable feelings, such as headache 
an d  neuralgia. It is very  m uch feared by  the agriculturist, as it 
dries up  corn  and leaves, and  if it arrives early in th e  year, it 
can des troy  the y oung  germ s.

E ven  in  M ay a few clouds now  and then shelter from  the all 
d evou ring  sun, bu t in Ju n e , Ju ly  and  A ugust the cover of clouds 
is really n o u g h t in the level country , and  only once in a w hile a 
C irrus is seen high up  in  the  air w here the sky looks as if it w ere 
covered  w ith  a torn  w hite veil. In the m ountains one  sees in the 
fo ren o o n  from  the valleys small cum uli resting on  th e  m ountain  
to p s  all ro u n d  the horizon; first one thinks tha t the  d ay  will b ring  
c loudy  w eather, bu t the small clouds do no t rise h igher up, they  
are  fo rm ed  and  evaporate one  tim e after the o ther on  the  air rising 
above  th e  crests and then cooling dow n.

T he num ber of sunny  days in  M ay and Ju n e  rises to  60°/o and  
70°/o and  in  Ju ly  to  an average percen tage of 90  and  100 of the 
days of th e  m onth. F rom  the  cloudless sky the sun  b u rn s  dow n 
u p o n  the  open  steppes in W est B okhara scorching the  vegeta ­
tio n  in Ju n e , so tha t the nom ads are obliged to  leave the  plain 
and  seek refuge in the  m ountains. Large areas are now  deserted , 
and  green  vegetation only  occurs on  the  river banks and  in  the 
oases. A lm ost at the sam e tim e vegeta tion  d isappears on  the  m o u n ­
ta in  te rraces, and  only w here the  m ountain  b rooklets ooze dow n, 
does te rd u r e  last som ew hat longer, until the m on th  of Ju ly  dries up 
also the  g rea ter num ber of these, and  then  the cattle m ust be 
driven toge ther on the larger, ever runn ing  rivers w hich  convey  
w ater from  the glaciers and  th e  perpetual snow .

O w ing  to  the sudden  changes of tem perature from  d ay  to  n igh t 
an  exceedingly destructive levelling and  disintegrating action goes 
o n  in the  m ountains in the species of stones, especially the  m asses 
of slate, w hich are characteristic of all regions in P am ir and  the 
E ast B okharan  m ountains. W hen w e had  retired a t sunse t after 
the  sh o rt dusk  in to our ten ts  w e w ere often called o u t again b y  
an  explosive noise sound ing  like the  repo rt from  sh o tted  g uns and  
p isto ls, b u t the  turm oil alw ays p ro v ed  to  be due to  burstings of 
stones. In the afternoon the rocks and  pieces of slate w ere  often 
so  w arm  th a t one could n o t to u c h  them . It is then  easily concei­



vable how  they  m ay be influenced w hen they are cooled dow n after 
sunset abou t 50° C entigrade. T hey  burst in to  smaller and  smaller 
pieces and  are at last g round  dow n to  dust and  gravel w hich is 
carried aw ay b y  w ind and  w ater. T hick pieces are d isrupted from 
the hard  granite and  gneiss, and frost, w ind, w ater and the abrupt 
changes of tem perature riddle deep  holes in to the blocks of stone 
w hich often assum e the m ost fantastic outlines. Silence is there­
fore, literally, ou t of the question in the  higher regions near the 
glaciers and the perpetual snow  and  in the m oraines w here a living 
being is rarely m et with, for at tim es crackling, explosive and  clin­
king sounds are heard, caused b y  the  agency of those elem entary 
forces w hose presence can only be felt, n o t seen.

It is conceivable tha t the high tem perature of the air in con­
nection w ith slight hum idity and  a cloudless sky is a g reat incon­
venience, even if it w ould be still greater w ith a greater hum idity, 
as changes of tem perature influence the hum an organism  m uch less 
in dry than  in  hum id air. C hanges in the  tem perature from  day 
to  night of m ore than 30° C entigrade in the m ountains and  of 25° 
and  28° C entigrade in the level coun try  are no t rare in  sum m er; 
the  cloudless air allows of an in tense radiation w hich is n o t pre­
ven ted  by the sheltering feather-bed of vapour by  w hich m ore hum id 
countries are covered in the night.

A t noon  it is so ho t in the sum m er m onths tha t no inhabitant 
of a tow n ventures ou t in to  the coun try  if no t forced to  do  so. The
streets covered w ith rice, m ats and  clay and sprinkled w ith  w ater
by the w ater carriers are pleasantly cool, and the M ussulm ans have 
understood  how  to  procure cool refuges in their m osques w hose 
clay-walls are often exceedingly thick. O ne is inclined to  believe 
th a t the Islamitic divines prefer staying in the m osques m ore on 
account of the  coolness than for the  love of their religion. The 
m any sheiks and  aspirants to  th is dignity w ho doze aw ay their tim e 
in the dark  sepulchral cham bers at the  holy  sarcophagi as a sort 
of w atch, are often envied b y  the traveller w hen the latter enters 
from  the burn ing  ho t sunshine in to  these sanctuaries, from  w here 
coolness stream s out. H aving experienced the  sum m er heat in these 
parts one understands tha t the  cool gardens play such a great part 
in the paradise of the children of Islam.

O n accoun t of the sum m er hea t the  natives are early risers. All
w ork is executed in the early m orning, and  at 7 and 8 o ’clock in the 
forenoon in June , Ju ly  and A ugust w ild animals and birds seek
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shelter, on ly  now  and then  a chirping is heard  from  the deep
shade  of the  bushes. O n ly  the  red-billed crow s, the ro ller and
the m agp ie , so typical everyw here , seem  to  stand  th e  hea t better 
than  th e  o ther b irds, they  sit w ith  their bills w ide open  on  the 
clay-w alls and  telegraph-w ires o r in the willows till late in the 
m orning , b u t a t noon  th ey  also h ide them selves. T he m any stray,
desp ised  dogs in the oases d ig  deep  holes into the clay-walls of
the tow ns or in the burial g rounds, their special haun t. A t noon  
b o th  natives and  E uropeans doze, the form er in  the ir cool m ud- 
houses o r nom adic ten ts  in b o th  of w hich a th o ro u g h  d rau g h t is 
p ro cu red , and  the latter w ith  V enetian  blinds closely rolled dow n 
and  generally  in a state of nature . N o t before 5 an d  6  o ’clock in 
th e  afte rnoon  is there  again a little life, and every b o d y  looks for­
w ard  to  th e  cool evening w hen  th e  principal m eal is eaten. O n e ’s 
appetite  is, of course, considerab ly  lessened in the  hea t and  the 
E uropean , w hen a new -com er, decreases very  m uch in  w eight. Tea, 
som e fresh or dried fruit, a p iece of m elon and  a little b read  is 
sufficient food  th roughou t the  d ay  for th e  native as w ell as for the 
E uropean .

T he natives use all the ir inventive pow er in try in g  to  procure  
coolness; thus the m ountaineers in the  P andsh  valley and  in the 
E ast B okharan  m ountain valleys build hu ts of tw igs on  bridges across 
the  rap id  m ountain  stream s, an d  here they  often  s tay  b o th  in the 
daytim e and  at night en joy ing  th e  coolness from  the  ru n n in g  w ater 
underneath . U nder large shady  trees in the  gardens of the  oases 
th ey  generally  m ake m ounds of clay ro u n d  the trunks, and  they  
lead small w ater canals ro u n d  the rising g ro u n d . H ere  th ey  rest 
on  carpets, and  behind  the  rich natives of rank  stan d s  a servant 
w aving  coolness to  them  w ith  a large half-m oon sh ap ed  straw - or 
leather-fan. In the coun try  th ey  often  sleep on the flat roofs of 
the  h ouses o r in conically shaped  rice-huts on th e  roofs o r o n  a 
so rt of la the in the yards in  th e  o pen  air.

T he reg ions in the  level coun try  are am ong  th e  h o tte s t in  B o­
khara, the re  being so little cultivated land com pared  to  the  heated  
deserts an d  bare steppes. T here  are sum m ers w hen  it is literally 
im possible to  be o u t after 7  o ’clock in the  fo renoon . W hen  the 
sun  h ad  risen abou t 2 0 ° , an d  often  even less, above  th e  horizon, 
w e hu rried  into the  houses, th e  ten ts  or the m at-hut o n  th e  gem a 
w here w e stayed our th irst b y  tak ing  one cup of w arm  tea after 
the  o ther, w hile perspiration ran  dow n over face and  hands . W hen 
w riting  w e w ere obliged for each w ord  w ritten  d o w n  to  w ipe ou r



hands w ith a tow el. O ne is, as it w ere, paralyzed by  the heat; 
even th ink ing  is too  fatiguing, and  at last we did no th ing  b u t fan 
ourselves w ith  the  straw-fan, here indispensable for all, as if we 
w ere autom atic dolls. In som e places on the banks of the  Amu 
D arya the natives even bring  provisions together for the hottest 
season tha t they  m ay be free from  go ing  out.

W orse than  in the oases is it, how ever, in sum m er in the  de­
serts w here th e  tem perature of the air often rises to  50° and  60° C en­
tigrade and  the  sand  is heated  to  60° and 70° C entigrade. T he sand 
burned  th rough  o n e’s boots, and a breath  of w ind from  the burning 
h o t drift-sand hills struck the  face like the flames from  a fire. G un- 
barrels and  all metallic objects w ere heated to  such a degree that 
they  could n o t be touched , and even  the  w ater of the A m u D arya 
w as heated  in  Ju ly  and A ugust to  28° Centigrade.

T he m ost agreeable w ay to  see the  desert is, of course, to  sail 
th rough  the latter on  the river A m u D arya; the  broad  w aters lower 
the tem perature a g rea t deal, b u t w ithou t a house of m ats above 
a part of the  boat no native com m ences any  lengthy voyage in 
sum m er. A lthough the evaporation from  the river cools dow n the 
air several degrees, the light reflected from  the w ater also makes 
the tem perature rise in  the neighbouring  regions.

T he loose dress of the  natives is in accordance w ith the climate; 
the open  caftans are very  convenient, while the large tu rbans shelter 
the  nape of the neck and  the tem ples; this head-gear does not, on 
the  o ther h an d , p ro tect their eyes, and  the natives are therefore 
often seen rid ing  abou t w ith a card-board  shade attached to  their 
turban. T urkom ans and  Kirghiz draw  the fur- or felt-cap dow n 
over their ears, pro tect their eyes b y  painting black stripes round 
them  or w ear pieces of felt in  w hich there are slits for the eyes 
as in w inter w hen they  travel across the glittering snow . All 
E uropeans are obliged to  w ear dark  spectacles, w hich at o u r time 
also find g rea t favour w ith the natives w hose typical sufferings are 
diseases of the  eyes, chiefly due to  the bright sun and the predi­
lection of th e  M ussulm ans for a tho rough  draught in their houses 
and  other places of residence.

If one has n o t seen the sun-light w ith one’s ow n eyes it is 
hardly  possible to  form  any righ t idea of its intensity. E very cre­
vice in the yellow ish g rey  clay-walls and  the yellow  loess, in which 
there  are innum erable cracks in sum m er, is lighted up, and  the 
yellow ish colour of everything further heightens the effect of the 
sun-light. T hus one day w hen sitting on  a flat roof and looking



straigh t across a street w hich w as abou t 12 m etres b ro ad  w e talked 
of the  exceedingly  strong  sun-light, and on the  op p o site  side of 
th e  s tree t w e could see an ts  and  small spiders of w hich these 
reg ions have great num bers, craw ling abou t in the  crevices of the 
clay-walls of the  houses.

In sum m er the dry loess on  roads and streets is g ro u n d  in to  
dust as fine as pow der, and  in calm  w eather carriage-w heels and  
h o rse ’s-hoofs whirl the dust u p  ro und  the carriage o r  the  rider, so 
th a t in  the  oasis, the plain o r in  the  loess steppe n o th in g  b u t a 
dust cloud  is seen m oving on. O n  a drive in th ese  reg ions the  
universal w ish  is always for w ind  to  drive the dust off th e  carriage. 
T he fine dust penetrates everyw here , and  in connection  w ith  the 
hea t and  the d rough t it occasions a terrible th irst w hich is n o t 
easily satisfied: for the  sp rings w hich in several places are few in 
num ber yield, as a rule, b rack ish  w ater; it does n o t do  to  drink it 
before it is boiled, as w e shall see la ter o n ; even th e  river-w ater, 
w hen  n o t boiled, often p roduces the  very  dangerous disease, strum a.

A s sta ted  above the sum m er rain is a rarity, thus in  the  oasis 
of B okhara in  1899 there w ere 3 small show ers in M ay, 2  in  June , 
3  in Ju ly  and  1 in A ugust; b u t all of them  w ere slight and  ev apo ­
ra ted  as soon  as they  had com e dow n. If som e year th e  quan tity  
of snow  in  the m ountains h appens to  be slight, the  oases have to  
suffer terribly. T hus in the  w in te r 1898— 9 9  the re  w as a com para­
tively  sm all quantity  of snow  in P am ir and  the East B okharan  m o u n ­
tains, and  the  w ater of the Serafshan p roved  quite insufficient for 
the irrigation of bo th  S am arkand  and  B okhara. N early  all w as con ­
sum ed in Sam arkand, so th a t b u t little reached  B okhara  in  Ju ly  
and A u g u st; then every th ing  faded  aw ay, and the natives sim ply 
died from  thirst, as the d irty  p o nds, into w hich all so rt of filth is 
th ro w n , b u t w hich are nevertheless used  for d rink ing  w ater, w ere  
also dried  up.

It m ay be realized th a t sum m er creates m yriads of insects in 
the  oases. In m any places the  houses are , literally, full of cock­
roaches and  m ole-crickets, an d  scorp ions, falanges and  taran tu lae 
are in m any  places a regular p lague. In som e places in V akhan, 
G aran, D arvas and  K arategin w e w ere obliged first to  exam ine the  
g ro u n d  closely and cleanse it before pitching the ten ts, to  p reven t 
them  from  being  im m ediately filled w ith  scorpions of a leng th  of 3 
and  4  inches. Their sting is extrem ely disagreeable even  if n o t so 
dangerous as m any people have m ade it o u t to  be, at an y  rate n o t 
in these regions. T he h isto ry  of a sting from  w hich I m yself suf­



fered has been  related above. In the depressions on the A m u D arya 
in the East B okharan m ountains scorp ions are said to  be found in 
great num bers, and their sting is said to  be able to  cause a kind of 
tem porary  m adness; I have been to ld  this by the natives; the in ­
tense sum m er heat here in connection w ith the fact that the climate 
is unhealthy  in m any places, for instance in the Kulab oasis, may 
to  som e extent explain the danger of the stings.

W hen cooking in the oases the  cook  m ust always have a straw- 
fan in his hand  to  keep aw ay the insects from  po ts and  dishes. 
A n animal w hich, because it is found  in im m ense quantities, is also 
very  annoying, is the bat. W hen dusk  sets in in the oases, they 
buzz and  w histle round  o n e ’s ears, and  the sw arm s are often as 
com pact as sw arm s of bees.

A nother sum m er phenom enon w hich besides w asting fields and 
gardens, over w hich it passes, also causes disturbances on the rail­
w ay  is the grasshopper. In sw arm s standing  ou t like large black 
clouds they  traverse in the  m onth  of M ay steppes and oases, sett­
ling in the green  grass or in the corn-fields, eating up everything 
dow n to  the  roo ts. The reddish b row n insects, no t yet full-grown, 
cover the g ro u n d  so densely tha t no th ing  bu t g rasshoppers is seen 
w ithin m any miles. T hey sit so close on the ten ts of the Kirghiz, 
on houses, carriages, stations etc. tha t each spo t is hidden by  them. 
T he rails are strew n w ith them , and  the wheels of the engine whirl 
round  in the  greasy  mass of crushed animals while the train does 
n o t m ake any  progress. T he passengers get dow n and by  means 
of rice-broom s, tam arisk branches an d  such like sw eep the animals 
off the rails and  then  strew  sand on  the  latter in order to  set the 
train a go ing  again. Later in the  year the full-grown individuals 
w ith their large w ings are often seen glittering in the sun in huge 
swarms. In the steppes the Kirghiz se t fire to  the rich g row th  of 
grass ro u n d  the sw arm  of grasshoppers, and in the  oases ditches 
w ith fires are dug  all ro u n d  them , and  they  are burned  alive in 
the irrigation canals. This plague does n o t fortunately occur every 
year, bu t w hen  the grasshoppers arrive, they  occasion great destruc­
tion.

B ut no  anim al is in  sum m er such a p lague as the m osquito; 
they  develop in innum erable m ultitudes w herever the banks of Amu 
D arya are sw am py or covered  w ith  vegetable grow th and also in 
the  oases of the level country  and here and  there in the m ountain 
valleys up to  the highest cultivated land in V akhan at the foo t of 
H indukush. W ithout a m osquito-net it is im possible to sleep a w ink



a t n igh t on  the  banks of the  A m u D ary  and in m ost of the  oases. 
In th e  m ountain  valleys it is sufficient to  climb on to  an  airy te r­
race and  in the  level coun try  to  b u m  large fires of tam arisks w hich 
have a d isgusting smell or to  sm ear hands and  face w ith  laurel oil, 
as it has been  observed tha t m osqu itoes avoid  laurels.

O n  ascending  from  the m ounta in  valleys to  g e t rid  of the  m o ­
squitoes, it is n o t unusual th a t here and there one p lum ps o u t of 
the fry ing pan  in to  the fire, and  in som e places m eets ano ther to r ­
m entor, nam ely  large black ho rn ets  w hich are found  even  at altitu­
des of a b o u t 5000  m etres. T hey  always seek the eyes of m en and  
anim als and  are very  difficult to  avoid, b u t fortunately  they  on ly  ap ­
pear as lo n g  as the sun is up . W hen travelling in th e  B okharan 
P am ir and  w orking w ith m aps and  the like in the  cam p the ten t 
had  alw ays to  be shu t closely, to  prevent m y being  d istu rbed  by  
these to rm en to rs ; during the m arch they  som etim es m ade the  beasts 
of b u rd en  quite crazy.

W here one has n o t to  fight w ith m osquitoes, the late afternoons 
and  the evenings are often m agnificent, especially in th e  m ounta ins 
w here the  fall of tem perature is considerable. If the d ay  has been  
favoured  b y  w ind, th is generally  subsides tow ards evening, and  
only in  th e  m ountain valleys there  is again the m oun ta in  w ind  for 
a short tim e at sunset. T he nights are nearly alw ays calm, b u t in 
several oases so h o t tha t it is difficult to  fall asleep; th is depends, 
of course, on altitude and  m any  local conditions. In the  oasis of 
B okhara in  July  the tem peratu re  often falls from  48° C en tig rade in 
the day  to  20° and  25° C entig rade in  the night, in th e  inhabited  
m ountain  valleys to  12° and  13° C entigrade, and  in  passes of a 
height of 4500  m etres and  m ore it practically freezes every  nigh t 
all the  year round . A t these  altitudes there w as ice o n  the  pools 
and hoar-frost on  the grass nearly  every m orn ing  in th e  B okharan 
Pam ir. In the  level coun try  the  caravans often m arch in the n igh t 
on accoun t of the heat, and rest in the day.

F rom  the calm nights w ith  the  cloudless sky a v e ry  in tense ra ­
diation results rendering  the  n igh ts very  cool, indeed ; th u s  the  tem ­
perature, especially in the desert, often sinks from  55° C entigrade 
to  18 and  20° C entigrade; b u t th e  radiation w ould  be even  greater 
if the  dust absorbed in the hea ted  air did no t form  a sheltering 
layer above  the g round , serv ing  m uch the sam e p u rp o se  as the 
clouds, b u t of course to  a less degree than  these. A nd  even  if 
the dust settles by  degrees o n  the  g round  w hich appears from  the 
clear n igh ts and the  layer of dust on the tent-clo th  etc., it is ne ­



vertheless of som e use through  part of the night. The renow ned 
observatory  in Sam arkand has in form er tim es had the benefit of 
the bright, splendid starry nights, so  excellently adapted to  astrono ­
mical observations. The nights are often em bellished by num berless 
shooting-stars and m eteors rushing across the sky like rockets of red 
and  blue.

W hen A ugust, and w ith it the h o t sum m er and  its m any pla­
gues and also its delights (for the b righ t sun is a necessary adjunct 
to  the O riental picture) is at an end, everyone looks forw ard w ith 
delight to  the pleasant m onths com ing. F o r w e m ust n o t im agine 
that the natives are so used to  the hea t as no t to  feel its torm ents. 
Jsyk! Isyk! Isyk koop! (it is ho t, ho t, very  hot) is the general out­
cry heard from  the  native U sbegs and  Kirghiz. T hey even  seem ed 
to  m e to  be m ore plagued b y  it than  the Europeans.

A u tu m n .  In Septem ber the  tem perature, as a rule, falls one 
third of the num ber of degrees, and  in O ctober it goes dow n to  
half the degrees of A ugust, so that, w ithout being far w rong, we 
m ay estim ate the average tem perature of Septem ber to  b e  16°, 
2 8 ” and  17° C entigrade respectively at 7  o ’clock a. m., 1 o ’clock 
p. m. and 9 o ’clock p. m., and of O ctober to  be 10°, 22° and 
12" C entigrade at the sam e tim es. Septem ber has, indeed, as yet 
a considerable num ber of cloudless days, thus in the level country  
even up to  abou t 90 per cent of the  days of the m onth, bu t on 
passing eastw ard the cover of clouds in the m ountains goes on 
increasing. In O ctober the cover of clouds increases very  much, 
in several places in the m ountains abou t 50 per cent. T he torn 
veil of h igh  C irrus clouds occasionally covering the sky in the 
sum m er m onths grow s denser in Septem ber, passes at the  end of 
the m onth  into a denser cover of A lto C um ulus and  is in O ctober 
replaced b y  the  large decorative low er Cum ulus. Septem ber and 
O ctober in  these subtropical countries are, as a fine au tum n in the 
N orth, rem arkable for a transparen t clear air, th e  dust now  settling 
on the earth. A  m ore pleasant climate than that of Central Asia 
in these m onths is hardly to  be found. The air is practically al­
w ays calm , the atm ospherical p ressu re  of th is part of Asia being 
very  high except in  the regions near the Caspian w here low  at­
m ospherical pressures w ith cyclons are very  dangerous to  navigation.

T he autum n air in Bokhara is mild and soft bo th  in the  level 
country  and  in the m ountain valleys; even in the h igher Pam ir 
valleys, in  V akhan, G aran and S hugnan  a tem perature of 20° and



24° C en tig rade at noon , a m orn ing  tem perature at 8 o ’clock a. m. 
of 6 °  and  8° C entigrade and  an  evening  tem peratu re  a t 9 o ’clock 
p. m . of 12° and 13° is n o t rare , and  in 1898 such  a tem pera ­
tu re  con tinued  even until th e  m iddle of O ctober. A nd  even 
in K horok  in Shugnan  w e had  in 1898 no frost in the day  until 
the  17 th  of N ovem ber. B u t in  the m ountain  valleys it freezes 
considerab ly  in the  n igh t as early as the m iddle of Septem ber, 
and  in the  m iddle and at the  end  of the  sam e m o n th  the  snow ­
flakes w hirl abou t the m ounta in  sum m its in a w ild dance ; and  on 
accoun t of the  grea t radiation  n ight-frost is n o t rare in S eptem ber 
even in th e  oases, the level coun try  and  in the steppes. A s a rule 
the  leaves do  n o t begin  to  fall until the end of O ctober and  go 
on falling till the beginning  of D ecem ber; tha t is to  say tha t the 
trees of th e  oases are bare on ly  part of D ecem ber, an d  the w hole 
of Jan u ary  and February .

S ep tem ber is the  g o o d  season  for the grapes and  the w ate r­
m elons, and  a jou rney  in  au tum n in Bokhara is am o n g  the  grea­
te st en joym ents in spite of th e  cool nights. W ild fow l and  gam e 
w hich have been  b u t little observed  in the sum m er again  appear, 
and  the air, steppes and  m ounta in  valleys are reso n an t w ith  their 
voices. T he desolate steppes are again for som e tim e filled w ith  
the ten ts  of the  nom ads and  the ir herds, and  cam el- and  horse- 
caravans are busy  travelling from  one oasis to  the  o ther. O n  all 
the  flat roofs in the  villages w om en  and children in their m otley
dresses crow d to  bask in the  sun  o r to  dry  fruits. T he light, th e
beam ing  sun-light to  which, how ever, the w hole coun try  is indeb ted  
for its special character, is softened  dow n in au tum n an d  passes in 
N ovem ber in to  w inter-darkness. A utum n here is like the  calm  before 
the  storm , w hich arrives here in the  form  of w inter w ith  its burans.

O ne dark  side to  the brigh t p ic ture of the  au tum n of B okhara 
is the increase of the fever, w hich is always m ost v io len t a t th is 
tim e of the  year and  especially in Septem ber. As lo n g  as the 
excessive d rough t of sum m er ho lds the m icroorganism s in  check, 
the  fever is m ild, if precaution is taken n o t to  be  ou t in the  oases 
a t n igh t; for a t sunset the rice-fields and  the irrigated g ard en s and 
corn-fields send  forth a m ouldy  stench; bu t in au tum n  w hen  the 
air becom es m ore hum id, the  fever breaks loose an d  often  w ith 
g rea t vehem ence. A m ong the reg ions m ost haunted  b y  fever Hissar,
Kulab, Faisabad , the sw am py reg ions on the A m u in th e  E ast B o ­
kharan m ountains are in the fron t rank, b u t also at B okhara , Charjui, 
G arm , Kalai K hum b, Kerki and on  the low er A m u th e  fever is g en e ­



rally inevitable, so that doses of quinine and arsenic solution are 
sw allow ed every  day  by  m any E uropeans. The higher tow ns or 
villages are nearly all quite free from  the fever, bu t in the level 
country  and in the larger irrigated oases it often occasions a great 
rate of m ortality am ong the natives, b u t seldom  am ong the Euro­
pean  travellers, by w hom  m easures are always taken against it, while 
they  are able to  change place of residence at pleasure. W hen dri­
ving in the  level country  I always observed that in the  steppes 
fever w as ou t of the  question, b u t o n  traversing an oasis w here the 
passage did n o t take m ore than an hour, the fever appeared  and 
vanished again as soon  as I had reached o u t in to  the steppes. There 
is according to  the  researches of recent years no doubt, b u t that the 
m osquitoes transfer the fever b o th  directly and  from  one individual 
to  the o ther; bu t it is, on  the  o ther hand, a fact th a t one takes a 
fever also in  those  oases, w here the  m osquitoes do no t play any 
part, and also near salt-lakes and  salt-fens w here the fever is p re ­
sum ably occasioned by  the  putrefied salt.

Likewise as spring is the season of the flowers w hen oases and 
steppes are sa turated  w ith scent of flowers, thus autum n is tha t of 
the fruits w hen  the bazars are filled w ith carriages loaded  with 
apples, pom e-granates, w alnuts, w ater-m elons and  especially w ith the 
m agnificent grapes, unsurpassable as to  size and flavour.

W in te r .  In N ovem ber and  D ecem ber the m ountains are by 
degrees covered w ith snow  everyw here, and  the valleys in  Pamir, 
G aran, Shugnan, Roshan, D arvas and  K arategin becom e filled with 
snow , so tha t the  cultivated spots are on ly  caught sight of b y  means 
of the naked  tops of the  fruit-trees, willows and  poplars w hich rise 
above the low  snow ed up  stone- o r clay-houses w hich look like waves 
below  the snow -cover. In V akhan, how ever, there is, so to  speak, 
no  snow  in w inter, because it is here sw ept away by  the west-w ind. 
All passes b o th  in Pam ir and  the  East Bokharan m ountains are, 
as a rule, com pletely barred  by the snow . But in the large oases, 
Karshi, Shahr-i-sebbs, Hissar, Kulab, Baldshuan, the regions on  the 
A m u D arya in A fghan T urkestan and  in the w esterly level country 
there is no t m uch ly ing snow . In B okhara and Charjui the thickest 
layer of snow  is generally 30 and  40  centim etres, and the snow 
rarely lies long  on  the g round  at a tim e.

In the m ountain  valleys runn ing  east-w est cold w inds w ith sud ­
den snow -burans are frequent as in the level country, bu t the  snow  
is soon  sw ept off; bu t in valleys runn ing  north-south  heavy  snow ­



storm s, so  heavy that one is hard ly  able to  see o n e’s h and  before 
o n e ’s face, are com m on, especially in  the  Pam ir valleys in D ecem ber 
and  F eb ruary , and  for w eeks a dense frost-m ist o ften  fills up  the 
valleys u p  to  the  fixed heigh t w here w ind and  sun  can chase it 
aw ay. This m ist phenom enon  affords a curious sigh t in m any  places 
in  narrow  ravines. In the b o tto m  of the valley one rides th rough  
an in transparen t cold m ass of air, so cold tha t horse an d  rider be ­
com e covered  w ith ice all over. O n  ascending higher, it is often 
sunshine, and  below  is seen th e  m isty  mass, quite even above, w hich 
m akes th e  valley look  as if it w ere filled w ith milk. O f course, 
the  p h enom enon  itself is only  seen  in valleys w here th e  air is calm ; 
especially in G aran these steady  m ists are typical, and  the m atter is 
easily explicable as the heavy  cold  m asses of air sink dow n  in to  the 
valleys and  rem ain there, so th a t it is w arm er on  the h igher m o u n ­
tain slopes than in the valleys them selves. T he G erm an  p ro v erb : 
“ W enn m an im W inter steig t um  einen Stock, dann  w ird  es w är­
m er um  einen R ock” , agrees in  th is respect very  well w ith  conditions 
here ; b u t of course only up  to  a certain altitude.

In the  highest m ountain reg ions the frost is extrem ely  severe. 
T he m ountain  brooks are often frozen to  the bo ttom , an d  th e  sam e 
is the  case w ith lakes w here th e  w ater is low ; and  consequen tly  
the b ro o k s  afford an extrem ely fantastic sight; even  the P an d sh  
river freezes in V akhan and especially in G aran in spite of its rapid  
course, so th a t one can w alk  across the w aters w hich are p iled  up 
into w aves and  hills. T he desert itself has also very  severe w inters, 
and even  if a great m any saline lakes are n o t frozen up  even  at 
20 °  C entigrade below  zero, all fresh w aters becom e covered  w ith  a 
thick coat of ice. Smaller rivers are often frozen up  to  th e  bo ttom  
in w inter w here the w ater is shallow ; the further flow of w ater runs 
across the  ice, freezes again and  in flat regions of the  desert the  ice 
tears off fragm ents of rock and  d rags them  along, w hich is of g rea t 
geological in terest, as large blocks can be rem oved  in th is w ay  w ith ­
ou t it being  necessary to  explain the phenom enon  by  m eans of a 
glacial age. In deserts and steppes a few territories do  n o t freeze, 
even if th e  tem perature is very  low ; th is phenom enon  is due  to  a 
great degree of saltness in  the  upper strata.

It m ay be said as a rule th a t the frost beg ins in N ovem ber 
everyw here, and  then  the p o n d s  in  the oasis of B okhara freeze; 
the soil rarely  freezes m ore than  to  a depth  of abou t 8 0  centim etres, 
and even in  the  higher m ountain  regions only  to  a d ep th  of a little 
m ore than  one metre. A  w inter phenom enon , very  com m on in N o ­



vem ber and M arch, are m oon-rings; w ith their reddish green  circle, 
often of an extent of 20° and 3 0 "  round  the lum inous disc, they 
terrify the inhabitants and  in spite of their frequent and regular ap ­
pearance they  are looked  upon  as a bad  om en every w inter. They 
are due to  the refraction of light in m ore hum id strata of air. D u ­
ring m y travels I always observed increasing m oisture of air in the 
valleys on the  appearance of these m oon-rings.

W inter storm s, burans, from  the north  and north-east are som e­
tim es rather frequent and  often very  violent; if they last into spring, 
they  delay the  harvest or reduce b o th  its quality and quantity.

The limit of perpetual snow  in the  East Bokharan m ountains has 
n o t everyw here the sam e altitude. In general it can be said that the 
snow -line rises proportionately  from  the  n o rth  to  the south  and  from 
the w est to  the east. In Alai and  K arategin its altitude is about 
42 m etres, in the  East Bokharan m ountains on the north-side of the 
m ountains 3 6 0 0 0  and  3 7 0 0 0  m etres and  on the south  side 4000 
and  4200  m etres at a rough  estim ate, while in Pam ir its average 
height m ay be said to  be 5000  m etres. In the narrow  ravines, in ­
accessible for the  sun or nearly inaccessible, the perpetual snow, 
how ever, often forces its w ay considerably  low er dow n, thus in Ro- 
shan even to  an altitude of 3800  and  3900  metres.

W inter is a  dreary season for peop le  in Bokhara. E ven the 
rich fell chilly in their badly heated  houses and in the open  air in 
spite of their thick fur-cloacks. T he m ountain  valleys and  their 
tow ns are cu t off from  one another, a heavy, dark  icy air lies over 
the level country , the p oo r and the cattle often die for w an t of 
food  and from  cold; for the O rientals do no t collect provisions for 
them selves and  their cattle. T he caravan travels are suspended, the 
traffic w ith gem as on the A m u has ceased, and  the bazars are dreary 
and  cold. All life seem s to have becom e extinct, until the spring 
sun again reanim ates the realm of the  Emir.



T
h e  v e g e ta tio n  h as  o ccasio n a lly  b e e n  d ea lt w ith  a b o v e ,  b u t  in 

th e  fo llo w in g  a sh o rte r  s u rv e y  w ill b e  g iven .
C haracteristic of all reg ions in Bokhara from  the  h ighest valleys 

in  W est P am ir to  the  low est plains o n  the A m u D arya  is th e  ab ­
sence of forests. H ardly  any  collection of trees in  th e  w hole of 
this extensive te rrito ry  deserves the  nam e of w ood  in  th e  E uropean  
sense of th e  w ord . There are on ly  fruit-trees, small g roves, jungle 
and  in  a few  places in the level coun try  on the A m u D ary a  larger 
collections of tam arisks, one m etre high.

F o r  tim ber and  fuel B okhara is extrem ely badly  off. T im ber is 
em ployed  as litttle as possible for houses, and fo r fuel, one  of the  
com paratively  m ost expensive articles in B okhara, m anu re  is used  
to  a  g rea t ex ten t and  in m any  places collected w ith th e  g rea test 
diligence. It is form ed into cakes and  pasted on  to  th e  roofs and 
ou ter walls of the houses, g iv ing the houses the appearance of being  
strow n w ith boils, and it is then  dried and  s to red  like a so rt of 
pa ten t fuel.

Refuse from  the co tton  is m oulded  and  used in  a like w ay  in 
all larger oases. In the higher P am ir a so rt of lavender w ith  w oody  
ro o t and  a g rea t d iy  crow n is u sed  m uch for fuel, and  in  the  steppes 
the  tam arisk here and  there supplies the  place of th is lavender. 
F orests have hardly  ever occurred  in these regions to  any  g rea t 
extent, b u t th a t they  have been  larger than  now  is clearly seen  in 
several places in K arategin, D arvas, R oshan and  S h ugnan  w here 
exhaustive m ism anagem ent and  destruction  of the  g ro v es has taken  
place. T he climate m ay also possib ly  have changed a n d  in  m any  
places in all probability  w ithin historical tim es; b u t th is m atte r o u g h t 
to  be m ore tho rough ly  exam ined than  has been th e  case u p  to  the  
p resen t date.



Parallel w ith  the snow -line in the  m ountains and at a distance 
of 15 and 1600 m etres runs the line that form s the boundary  of 
the upper cultivation w here, how ever, the  h igher or low er latitude 
and  local conditions m ay occasion a sporadic deviation, and the 
upper limit of g row th  of trees and  w o o d y  bushes generally goes 
together w ith or is a little higher than  the limit of cultivation. Like­
wise as the snow -line rises from  the  north  to  the south  and from 
the east to  th e  w est, the same is th e  case w ith the treeless limit. 
A characteristic exam ple is afforded b y  the trees grow ing  at the 
highest altitudes: the willow, birch, sandthorn , w ildbriar and  the 
jun iper (Jun iperus pseudosalina) w hich is distributed over the  w hole 
Central Asiatic m ountain  region. W here g roups of these trees grow , 
the treeless lim it m ust be said to  run , even if a sporadic occurrence 
m ay be observed  in higher, sheltered valleys in D esert Pam ir. T hus 
tam arisk and willow grow  at K arasu (Yömantal) north  of the pass 
of N esatash, at Yashilkul together w ith  w ild roses and also on the 
Pam ir D arya at M azar-tepe.

In V akhan juniper, birch and  w ild roses begin at a height of 
3000  m etres, on  the  Pam ir D arya at Yolmazar (The tom b Road) at 
the sam e height, on  the A litshur-G und  even at an altitude of 3950 
m etres on the outlet of the  G reat M ardyanai in to Yashilkul. In H issar 
jun iper only appears up to  an altitude of abou t 3000  m etres, in 
the K izil-su-Surkhab valley to  3400  m etres. O n com ing from  the 
east from  the A lai-steppe w hich is devoid  of tree grow th, probably  
m ore on accoun t of constant w ind than  on account of the altitude, 
the first sandthorns and willows are m et w ith a t an altitude of 
26— 2700  m etres. O n the  river M uksu  jun iper and birch g row  at 
an altitude of abou t 2900  m etres.

The treeless limit is highest in S ou th  Pam ir on the G arm -chashm a- 
darya, and o n  the Shakhdarra jun iper and  willow grow  even at 
altitudes of abou t 4000  m etres.

Conifers do  n o t occur at all, and the  m ountains present on  the 
w hole a naked  and cold picture. T he foliferous trees of which 
there are small w oods are willow, poplar, asp, ash, birch, maple, 
wild m ulberry, apricot, pear, apple, w alnu t and pistachio. The under­
w ood  consists of roses, black-currant, gooseberry , raspberry, hippo- 
phae and honeysuckle. A m ong  these w illow  and poplar principally 
g row  in small groves.

Som ew hat m ore w ooded  than the Pam ir m ountains are the  East 
Bokharan m ountains. O n  the low er spurs grow s pistachio, thus 
especially on the north  slope of B abatau and on the m ost extrem e



branches of Baissun-tau ro u n d  Shirabad. M aple and  sh rubbery  
en liven th e  m ountains betw een  the V akhs and  B aldshuan. B elow  
K urgan-tube are togais (w oods) of willow, poplar and  large Celtis, 
fu rther saxoul and djigda (E leagnus), p recursors of th e  vegeta tion  
in th e  A m u D arya steppes. In the  ravines on the  V akhs-Surkhab 
from  th e  Alai steppe to  K urgan-tube g row  first ju n ip e r and  tam a­
risk, and  then  all sorts of willow, poplar, barberry , p runus and  
clem atis. In K arategin nut, apple and  pistachio g ro w  wild, b u t the 
peach, apricot, grape, apple, pear, quince, valnu t and  m u lberry  b y  
w hich the  kishlaks are overshadow ed  are cultivated. A  like vege­
ta tion  as on  the m iddle Surkhab  is seen in  the  K hingau  valley; 
the  K hovaling valley is partly  covered  w ith w ood  and  o n  th e  river 
A ksu o r K ulab are groves of poplar, maple, nu t, jun iper and  a 
few b irches, as in the coun try  to  the  sou th  of the C hildarra and  
Tevildarra.

In the H issar m ountains n o th in g  is seen bu t jun iper. B u t sou th  
of the  Pakshif pass a luxuriant vege ta tion  of juniper, b irch  and  wild 
fruit-trees is m et w ith  on the  river S orbukh. N ear Kalai K hum b in 
th e  P an d sh  valley there is a rich grow th  of p latanes, m aples, al­
m ond  and  pistachio trees, and  in the ravines th ro u g h  w hich the 
m ounta in  b rooks run dow n to  the  P an d sh  their cou rse  is fringed 
by  w ild fruit-trees, maple, ash and  birch. In the  valleys of Shakh- 
darra an d  G und  are dense sm all g roves of w illow  an d  poplar, 
often in terw oven  w ith clem atis; the  la tter is typical of all the Pam ir 
valleys, and  in autum n the jung le  on the river banks is covered  
w ith its dow n seeds. Typical of several lateral valleys of the  P andsh  
in  Pam ir, for instance on the G arm -chashm a-darya and  near Kuh-i-lal, 
are great quantities of um belliferous plants, 1 and  Г / ,  m etre high, 
which form  low  copses.

A bove the  treeless lim it is th e  grass-region w hich in  places to  
which the rivers do  n o t convey  w ate r all the  year ro u n d  becom es 
dried up  in early sum m er as in  th e  steppes; only w here  the  w ater 
continually oozes dow n from  th e  perpetual snow  do th e  plains keep 
green  all th e  year round .

It is ev iden t tha t a clim ate like th a t of B okhara is extrem ely 
unfavourable to  tree grow th. T he h o t dry  sum m er exhausts all 
m oisture b o th  from  plains and  m oun ta in  regions, the  so u th  side of 
the m ounta ins is therefore in sum m er quite scorched, and  only  on  
the  n o rth  side, apart from  the river valleys proper, can th e  g ro u n d  
rem ain so hum id  all th rough  th e  sum m er tha t trees can keep  alive. 
E lsew here trees and bushes generally  thrive only  on  the  river banks



in the m ountain valleys and in the plain, and in the artificially irri­
g ated  oases. In the oases in the level country  as in all the m oun­
tain valleys poplars and  willows grow  m ost frequently apart from
the cultivated fruit-trees; they  are as usual as the com m on magpie 
w hose hoarse and  harsh voice is heard  from  the highest P am ir val­
leys to  the low er A m u D arya. T hen  there are huge elm s, affor­
d ing  an excellent shade and looked  upon  as alm ost holy, and of 
late the Russians have in troduced  the m ock acacia, now  oversha­
dow ing  the scorched open  place w here the  station of N ew  Bokhara 
w ith  its 3000  inhabitants is situated.

But the lack of natural w oods is m ade up for in Bokhara by  
the  cultivated, by  the m ighty m ulberry- and  apricot-trees thriv ing in 
the fertile oases. T he w ant of w o o d s as an ornam ent of the  land­
scape is no t felt so much, because each oasis is one small w ood 
of fruit-trees. E veryone in Bokhara is fond  of fruit-trees and  flowers, 
so that gardening  stands very  high. T hrough  steppes, naked m oun­
tains and deserts one w anders from  one  w ood  of fruit-trees to  the 
o ther; w hen the m arch is at an  end, one finds shelter from the 
burn ing  sum m er sun beneath the  shadow  of m ighty willows, poplars, 
elm s and fruit-trees by  w hose leafage th e  yellow  clay-houses of the 
oases are often quite covered. A lso here  the contrasts are so  strong 
th a t they  m ake a deeper im pression upon  o n e ’s in terest and feelings 
than m ore equal transitions elsew here w ou ld  be able to  do. After 
passing the day  in the  hell of the desert, one rests in the evening 
in the cool orchards, the paradise of the M ussulm an.



I
N  sp ite  of the  m any naked m ountains, the absence of w oods, the  

w aste deserts and  in sum m er the scorched steppes the fauna of 
B okhara is very  rich, consisting b o th  of indigenous species and  of 

m igrants. E ven  if the desert w ith  its scarcity of w ater and  its b u r­
n ing  sum m er heat does n o t tem p t over m any anim als to  settle 
there, the re  are som e w ho p ro v e  able to  adap t them selves to  the 
natural conditions and p u t u p  w ith  the  high sum m er tem peratures. 
A  tigh t hair-fur, generally of yellow ish colour, shelters th e  m am m als 
from  th e  d ry  air and prevents them  from  being  easily d iscovered, 
and snakes and  lizards dig the ir w ay  in to  the  san d  like gim lets. 
N o r shou ld  one think that the  w oodless m ountains w ou ld  afford a 
hom e for larger animals, and  still these live there in  considerable 
num bers. T he high m ountain  reg ions w ith their m any  in tricate ra­
v ines and  confused heaps of fragm ents of rock afford sufficient re ­
fuge, and  the  h igh and  steep slopes facilitate in  them selves the 
escape of the nim ble animals. T he jungles o n  the  A m u D arya and  
m any o ther rivers, these en tangled , tho rny , often im penetrab le cop ­
ses, and  th e  reed-w oods are g o o d  lairs for m any animals.

T ypical of Pam ir is the  w ild  b reed  of sheep, the  arkhar, O vis 
Poli, called after the renow ned  V enetian  traveller, M arco P o lo . It is 
found  everyw here in  D esert and  S teppe Pam ir, b u t also in  the no rth ­
w estern  P am ir on the  sources of the  M uksu, K hingau an d  V andsh ; 
it does n o t live farther w est. I saw  large flocks of th is sp lend id  ani­
mal on m y  w ay from  the pass of Kizil-art (Red Pass) to  Yashilkul. 
T hey are exceedingly shy and rarely  go dow n to  an  altitude low er 
than  abou t 4300  m etres w hen n o t forced by  the  snow . T heir pastures 
are at a heigh t of 4300  and 5 5 0 0  m etres. In the m orn in g  w e saw  
them  grazing on  the green spo ts  w here the w ater oozes dow n  from  
the  perpetual snow . It requires m uch  patience on the p a rt of the  h u n ­



ter, to  get them  within gunshot, it chanced that som e passed close by 
m y caravan on  their w ay from one m ountain  slope across the valley 
to  the other, b u t before there w as tim e to  shoot, the splendid, 
nimble anim als w ere beyond our reach. It was, indeed, ou r prin­
ciple n o t to  kill gam e w ithout cogent necessity, ou r delight in  seeing 
it alive and  in activity pu t us ou t of conceit w ith displaying our 
ability in shooting. The specim ens w hich I b rought hom e to  the 
Zoological M useum  in C openhagen w ere shot at a distance of no 
less than  8 0 0  and  900 m etres. T hey  always live in flocks; espe­
cially in A litshur Pam ir I saw them  in  flocks of 20 and 30, and 
they are very  num erous; the great m any shed horns show  this 
clearly to  w hoever like myself and  m any others has no t had the op ­
portun ity  to  see them  by  hundreds. T he Kirghiz call the O vis Poli 
“ K utshkar” ; a smaller species, O vis Karelini, w hose habitat is farther 
east, is now  and then seen in Pam ir, and  there are said to  be a 
few other species of the arkhar in the  Serafshan m ountains.

The O vis Poli is a very  stately animal; his size m ay be that 
of a N orw egian pony , and he has large tw isted horns like those 
of a ram . His skin is m ore like th a t of an ox than a sheep ; the 
coat of hair is very  abundant and  tw o  or three inches thick, for 
w hich reason the  skin is used m uch b y  the Kirghiz for fur-cloaks. 
A t about 4 0  degrees below  zero I slept for w eeks on the snow  in 
O vis Poli skins as w arm  as in the  bes t European  bed. T he O vis 
Poli has a long  beard  and  a m ane of rough  hairs round  his neck. 
The colour of the hair is dark b row n o n  the back, becom ing lighter 
tow ards the belly. H e carries his head  very  elegantly, and it seems 
rem arkable th a t the com paratively th in  neck is able to  carry the 
gigantic heavy  horns w hich often w eigh  about 100 pounds. H un­
ters say tha t w hen  the  anim al cannot avoid  his pursuer, he throw s 
himself dow n the precipice on his ho rns in order to  save himself 
in this w ay. O vis Polis w eighing 600  pounds have been killed in 
Pam ir, and horns have been  found  of the  length of 1,66 metres, 
w here the distance betw een the po in ts w as 1,35 metres. Several 
of the  horns b rough t hom e b y  m yself m easured 1,30 and 1,40 metres.

A  species of goa t in Pam ir w hich especially lives W est Pam ir 
from  the Shakhdarra and farther n o rth  u p  to  the Alai chain and 
in the East B okharan m ountains is the so-called kiyik; it is 
smaller than O vis Poli b u t often com es near to  it in size. Som e 
specially large specim ens w ere killed by  the Second D anish  
Pam ir Expedition  in the m ountains on the  river G und. His co­
lou r is generally lighter than th a t of O vis Poli and he is of m ore

O l u f sen : B o k h a r a . 18



slender grow th, b u t a t som e distance it is very  difficult w ith the 
naked  eye to  tell an O vis from a kiyik, if the horns cannot be 
clearly seen; those of the  latter are bent backw ard as in the male 
goat. T he tw o large species of animals seem  to  avoid  each o ther’s 
society ; in m y com paratively long experience I have never m et them  
in the sam e pastures.

In the B okharan Pam ir valleys the kids of the kiyik are often 
caugh t and kept in captivity; I saw  several at th e  B okharan Begs' 
residence there, bu t everyone said, that it w as never possible to 
m ake them  thrive in captivity, where, by  the w ay, th ey  becam e as 
tam e as d ogs; they  alw ays died at a y o u n g  age, and  it is though t 
th a t like the yak they on ly  thrive in the th in  air high up  in the 
m ountains.

A m ong other larger anim als are antelopes, dee r and  w ild don ­
keys in the B okharan level country  w here they  are hun ted  by  the 
natives w ith grey hounds. T he antelope also lives in Pam ir.

A m ong beasts of p rey  is the royal tiger. M agnificent specim ens 
are found along the w hole course of the A m u D arya w here there 
are reed-thickets, from  the level country  south  of th e  E ast Bokharan 
m ountains to  the Aral Lake. In 1898 such a pair had  strayed into 
the  oasis of Bokhara w here they  w ere killed after a violent fight 
w hich cost a Russian soldier his life and  a few o thers their health. 
S uch  a visit is now  and then  paid to  the oasis of Bokhara, and  in 
the delta region of the  A m u D arya several tigers are yearly  killed 
w hich I had  an opportun ity  of seeing during  m y  stay in Khiva. 
N o b o d y  ventures o u t alone in to  the reed-thickets if n o t arm ed w ith 
a loaded gun, bu t now  and  then  it happens th a t a nom adic shep­
herd  falls a victim  to  the tiger in these regions.

Bears are no t rare bo th  in  East and W est Pam ir, bu t especially 
in the  latter place w here the Tadjiks on accoun t of the bear are 
often afraid of go ing  o u t in the evening. Still, I have never seen 
them  in the valleys bu t often in A litshur Pam ir, on  Yashilkul, in 
the high regions of D arvas and Karategin, and th ey  are also m et 
w ith in East Bokhara. D uring  m y travels I had  an oppo rtun ity  of 
seeing bo th  of the tw o m ountain species, and skins of bo th  were 
b rough t home. Both species are com paratively small and  no  m ore 
shy than that they  have pursued  our sheep to  be killed to  the  im­
m ediate neighbourhood of the camp, and while th e  g u n s  w ere being 
fired a t them  they  loitered aw ay into  the m ountains h idden  by  the 
fragm ents of rock and never try ing  to  pu t them selves in a opsture 
of defence. T he larger is the  light yellow  bear, U rsus isabellinus,



belonging properly  to  the fauna of Him alaya, the other, Ursus leu- 
conyx, is sm aller and has a g reyish  brow n, long-haired, bu t slightly 
hairy skin. T hey  chiefly live in  the thick jun iper copses and the 
low, thick w illow  copses, also here  and  there on the upper course 
of the rivers and on the lakes w here they  are often heard  growling, 
bu t it is n o t possible to  find them  out. In K arategin the Bokha­
ran Beg to ld  m e tha t they w ere so  num erous that they  often m ade 
great destruction  am ong the herds of cattle.

A beast of p rey  com m only found over all the higher m ountain re­
gions is the m ountain  panther, Felis Irbis, w hich I had an opportun ity  
of seeing bo th  in the juniper w o o d s of the Alai m ountains and in the 
Bokharan P am ir; he also lives in the East Bokharan m ountains. He 
has a thick w hite fur w ith m any black spots, a long  b o d y  and a tail 
longer than his b o d y ; his build is m uch the same as tha t of the 
wolf. H e lives in great num bers in Vakhan, Shugnan and Roshan and 
often attacks the herds of cattle. T ogether w ith the w olf he goes 
in w inter dow n into the kishlaks after the cattle, and  in 1898 it 
even happened  that a wolf and a panther, hunting  together, were 
killed in the  cow -shed of a T adjik in K horok, one by  the horns of 
the oxen, the  o ther by the Tadjiks. As far as m y experience goes 
the panther is also fond of staying in the juniper and  willow copses 
w here one day  I saw  a splendid specim en standing w ith his fore legs 
on a jun iper branch while spy ing  after the pigeons, b u t falling by 
m y sho t he did no t succeed in catching them ; Kirghiz and Tadjiks 
related tha t often they  also m et him  high up  in the m ountains, 
w here his haun t w as am ong rocks and  blocks of stone.

Several pan thers are yearly killed in the Bokharan m ountain 
regions, and  the beautiful skin w hose fur is uncom m only thick for 
a pan ther ow ing  to  his living at such altitudes, is often exposed for 
sale in the  tow ns of the oases.

T he com m on, greyish yellow  steppe wolf with the  short tail 
lives in  g rea t num bers bo th  in the  m ountains and  the level coun­
try. In P am ir he  principally chases the  arkhars, bu t in winter 
he m ay also be dangerous to  hum an beings. The Kirghiz said 
that in w in ter the w olves in large packs often tried to  bar their 
passage th ro u g h  the narrow  valleys. In the w inter 1898— 99 we 
had  always the  w olves near our station in Shugnan. Several times 
they  w ere even  audacious enough  to  m ake an attem pt on the life 
of the sentinel, trying to  climb up the  walls to  attack him. T he skin 
of the w olves is very  m uch prized, especially for sleeping blankets. 
T he natives w ho generally sleep on the g round  on som e carpets
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declare  th a t w o lves’ sk ins keep  aw ay rheum atism , a com m on  com ­
p la in t in  these  parts of th e  O rient. F o r  a few  ro u b les  a g o o d  w olf’s 
sk in  can b e  b o u g h t in th e  m oun ta ins and  a g o o d  p a n th e r’s skin 
fo r  6 — 8  roubles. T h e  jackals especially live in  inconven ien t nu m ­
b e rs  in togais and  ju n g les in  th e  depressions o n  th e  A m u D ary a  
so u th  of the  E ast B okharan  m ountains, bu t, for th e  m atter of that, 
th e y  are m et w ith  everyw here.

In the m ounta in  reg ions tw o  species of foxes especially  are v ery  
com m on, nam ely C anis vu lp es and  C anis m elanotis, th e  step p e  fox; 
m o re  rare is C anis a lp inus. T he first tw o species are cau g h t in g rea t 
n u m bers  in  the prim itive trap s  w hich the Kirghiz, T ad jiks and  U sbegs 
m ake of elastic osiers an d  w here  the  bait is p laced . Skins of foxes 
are  generally  used  as gifts b y  the  natives. A s su re  as one  is in  sum ­
m er of receiving sugar loaves as a gift from  th e  B egs in  B okharan  
m oun ta in  regions, as certain  a  gift is a fox’s skin  from  th e m  in  w in ­
te r. T he Kirghiz and  th e  U sbegic nom ads are  ex p erts  at catching 
th e m  as well as o th e r g am e; leaving all o th e r w o rk  to  the  w om en  
th e y  indulge in the  p leasu res of hunting , tim e is n o  m atte r to  them .

All foxes are com paratively  sm all; they  are m o re  like th e  w olf 
in  th e  colour of the  hair than  ou r red  fox; th e y  h av e  an excee­
d in g ly  thick, bushy  tail, an d  in th e  m oun ta in  reg io n s a long , soft, 
fine fur on account of w hich  the  skins are h ig h ly  p rized . T heir 
p rice  is from  50 to  70  copecks.

In the  m ounta ins th e  b ad g e r an d  the lynx are also com m on, 
an d  an anim al w hich lives here  in  g rea t n u m b ers  is th e  m arm ot, 
the size of w hich is th a t of ou r com m on fox. T h e  m arm o t is m et 
w ith  in  fixed places everyw here , either n o t at all o r  in  num berless 
m ultitudes. In the  P am ir valleys, in Alai and  in  A litshur Pam ir 
th e y  m igh t be  coun ted  b y  th o u san d s  in sum m er w h en  sitting  o u t­
side the ir caves. T he g ro u n d  w as often  qu ite  u n d e rm in ed  b y  these  
anim als. T hey are v ery  shy, on ly  m ove to  a sh o r t d istance from  
th e  cave to  graze, som e of them  alw ays seem  to  k eep  w atch , and  
the least sound  heard  alw ays occasions the  sen tine ls to  se t u p  a 
w histling  so und  w hich is rep ea ted  b y  all the anim als w h o  im m edia­
te ly  d isappear in to the  caves. W hen  w e lay  dow n  q u ite  still, w e  could  
see m yriads of them  em erg ing  from  the  holes, o ften  so  n ea r th a t w e 
cou ld  catch them  w ith  o u r h an d s ; a slight c lapp ing  of th e  hands 
w as fo llow ed b y  tho u san d s of w histling  sounds, a n d  all th e  anim als 
ru sh ed  dow n into the  g ro u n d , b u t soon  after th e ir  head s  peeped  
o u t again. Their fur is th ick , th e  co lour d irty  yellow , and  they  
have a very  disagreeable sm ell.



M artens, w easels, w ild cats and  the  otter are also rather com ­
m on everyw here, and  there  are m any  mice from  the high to  the 
low  reg ions. E ven at altitudes of 4500  m etres we often  saw mice 
in the tents, as soon  as the  cam p had  only  s tood  on  one spo t a 
few  days, n o t to speak  of the  steppes w here the je rboa  also lives. 
T here are n o t so few  rats. I have seen them  at altitudes of even 
3 9 0 0  m etres. H ares live everyw here b o th  in desert, s teppe and 
m ountains. In the B okharan m ounta ins I often saw  them  in in­
num erable quantities above  th e  treeless lim it w here the  slopes am ong 
the blocks of stone w ere sim ply sw arm ing w ith them . T he species 
found  here  is very  small, and  th e y  w ere generally  so  little shy  that 
they  could, so to  speak, be  taken  w ith the  hands. S uch  a hare- 
hu n t w ith  th e  hands alone w as arranged  by m y servan ts several 
tim es, b u t v e ry  often th ey  w ere ob liged  to  let them  run, because the 
anim als pu lled  an d  to re  so. to  g e t free, and  then  they  had  to  use the 
g un  instead  of their hands. N o  B okhara  m an condescends, how ­
ever, to  eat th e  hare , and  m y  servan ts very  unw illingly prepared  
this anim al for m e, look ing  at m e w ith  grea t disdain on  m y  eating 
it. T he w ild boar has been  dea lt w ith  above; he lives everyw here 
on  the  rivers, w here he can h ide in  jungle o r am ong  rushes, from 
the u p p erm o st V akhan to  the  A ral Lake; on ly  the beasts of prey 
keep  his increase in check; for th e  popu la tion  does n o t touch  him.

T he w ild fow l is abu n d an t b o th  in species and individuals. I 
shall on ly  enum erate the  m ost rem arkable. T he large b ro w n  eagle 
has b een  m en tioned  above; especially in P am ir (H igh) an d  Karate­
g in  h uge  specim ens are seen. A lso  the  royal eagle is seen now  
and  then  in  these  m ountains. L ikew ise vu ltu res, b u t n o t in grea t 
num bers; travelling  in  all d irections th ro u g h  the coun try  I saw  bu t 
a few n o w  and  then. O n  the  u p p e r G u n d  river I saw  a couple 
of b lack vu ltu res w ith  w hite heads, b u t I have n o t seen  any  of 
th is k ind  elsew here in B okhara. F alcons and  haw ks in  large and 
small species are fo u n d  everyw here  in  grea t num bers, and  the  latter 
are m uch  u sed  in haw king  as will b e  seen  later on. C row s with 
red  and  black bills live b o th  in th e  m ountains and o n  th e  plain, 
o ften  in  qu ite  uncom fortab le num bers in the  oases w here the  large 
poplars an d  w illow s are full of the ir nests, and  w here their harsh 
voices a t tim es ren d er all conversation  im possible. T he beautiful 
blue and  red  roller is especially num erous in  the level coun try  
w here h e r harsh  shrieks contrast s trong ly  w ith  h e r beautifu l coat. 
T he com m on  m agpie is found  everyw here from  the  treeless limit 
dow n in to  the  level coun try ; w here  the re  w ere no t o ther b irds, the



m agpie w as sitting in  th e  trees w here she m akes a g rea t inroad 
u p o n  the fruit. T he large and  pretty  bustard  w as often  seen in au ­
tu m n  on the steppes in  large flocks, and num bers of pheasan ts live 
in the  copses on the  A m u D arya, on  islands in the river and  on 
several of its tribu taries, w here small ducks and  geese are also
found. In spring and  au tum n I saw large flocks of pastors and
g o lden  starlings in the  m ountain  valleys, and  in sum m er on  the
A m u D arya glittered in the  sun lo ts of the m any  co lou red , long ­
billed bee-eater w hose flight is n o t unlike tha t of the  b a t, it is 
so curiously  irregular ow ing  to  their always chasing  flying insects. 
In spring  on the steppes and on the rivers and  in sum m er bo th  
in th e  m ountains and in the level coun try  ro u n d  ab o u t the n u ­
m erous irrigation canals the  funny red-legged stilt-p lovers are con­
stan t guests, likewise snipe, red-shanks and ano ther species of snipe; 
o n  th e  A m u D arya are seen num erous h erons, an d  all oases are 
full of sto rks, here a sacred or, at any  rate, p ro tec ted  bird w hich 
m akes her nests on the roofs of m osques and  m edresses w hich are 
generally  quite covered w ith  them  and consequently  w ith  dirt. T he 
natives call it “ Lak-lak” , and  the K hivinians the  n igh tingale of Bok­
hara in order to  tease th e  Bokhara people w hom  th ey  hate  w ith  
all the ir heart. T he nightingale “B ul-bul” is frequen t in K hiva and 
also now  and then in the oases of Bokhara, b u t lives especially in 
eno rm ous m ultitudes in Turkestan  w here it w as often  im possible to  
sleep on account of its singing. Typical of copse and  jung le  are 
the  titm ouse and the green  tom tit. The small beautifu l h o o p o e  is 
seen everyw here near inhabited  places as far up  as the  P am ir val­
leys in  Roshan, and the oases of the level coun try  and  the  low er 
m ountain  valleys sw arm  w ith  tu rtledoves w hose coo ing  is so typ i­
cal of all the oases of C entral Asia. There are w ild p igeons, espe­
cially the blue rock dove, in  all m ountain  regions in  g rea t num bers; 
they  build their nests in caves in the slopes. T he p igeons afford 
the  traveller an easy access to  provisions. T here is a beautiful 
large species of partridge of a b row n colour and  w ith  a beautiful 
sp o t on the w ings; all over the  oases she is k ep t in cages as an 
ornam ental bird, and in the  m ountains there is a sm aller species of 
fowl, a sort of stonehen of an  inconspicuous, b row nish  g rey  colour. 
E veryw here in w ood  and  copse outside inhabited places, especially 
in the  jun iper copses, the cackling of the partridges is alw ays heard. 
In R oshan I shot several of them  high above th e  treeless lim it just 
below  the perpetual snow . In spring and au tum n  th e  quail lives 
in the  steppe, and in  sum m er on the w ate r-cou rses; a sm all spe­



cies, the  so-called B edannah , is in grea t favour w ith the  natives, 
they  thrive very  well in cages and  becom e tam e very  soon. A 
small cage of plaited, m otley  y arn  in w hich there w as a large par­
tridge o r a small quail was- rarely  absent in the chai-khanehs of the 
oasis tow ns. In the steppe live sand-grouse of a yellow ish colour. 
In spite of the considerable quantities of gam e it is n o t m uch hunted 
for food  am ong  other than the  nom adic tribes. T he yield of the 
hun ting  chiefly consists in skins. T he flesh of antelopes, deer, ar- 
khars, fowl, ducks, geese and  especially pheasants is, indeed, eaten 
w ith g rea t pleasure by  the nom ads; bu t n o t m uch by  tow nspeople 
on accoun t of religious scruples. O n  a hen being, for instance, shot 
flying, they  say that it cannot be  decided w hether she died from  the 
sho t o r  w as killed in  falling, and  in the latter case she is “ H aram ” 
or “M e k ru h ” and consequently  according to  the  K oran prohibited 
food; thus it is very  difficult for a believing M ussulm an to  support 
life b y  hun ting . T he nom ads; th e  Kirghiz, a few U sbegs and  T urko­
mans, and  principally the form er w ho  are n o t scrupulous abou t the 
prescriptions of religion— the K irghiz do n o t care a b it for them —  
are the  hun te rs of B okhara and  furnish the  fairs of the  tow ns in the 
oases w ith  skins and  fur for w hich  they have also m uch use them ­
selves.

In the  oases the bats often appear in enorm ous quantities, as 
m entioned  above , and  w hen the bats are ou t in th e  evening , the 
frogs in the rice-fields and in the  fens com m ence a croaking so 
loud th a t sleep is often o u t of th e  question. T he frogs are am ong 
those am phibia w ho live h ighest u p  in the m ountains in  these regi­
ons, as high up  as on the lake of Yashilkul w here th ey  gam bolled 
in the  h o t w ater stream ing dow n  to  the  lake from  the  w arm  sul­
phureous springs. N um erous serpents, principally species of snakes, 
bu t also sm aller venom ous serpen ts live in the oases w here w e saw 
m any in the  region of the  rice-fields. T hey  live bo th  in the level 
coun try  and  in  the highest inhabited  regions in V akhan. In the 
tow n of Kuh-i-lal in G aran there  w ere such lo ts of them  in the 
sum m er 1896 tha t it w as sim ply horrible to  be encam ped with 
the ten ts on the  grassy  terraces. T he natives are in great fear of 
the serpen ts in  the oases, b u t the  M ountain  Tadjiks are n o t afraid 
of them , saying th a t these anim als w ere quite harm less which is 
indeed correct. As hinted a t in th e  chapter on  the  climate the  coun­
try  is rich in insects; in spring  the steppes sw arm w ith  beetles, 
butterflies (Kupalak), bees, horseflies, w asps and m ole crickets; 
cockroaches and crickets are to o  num erous in the houses of the



oases, and  in inhabited places one m ust bew are of sco rp ions; the 
latter are generally h idden  aw ay in roofs, walls, heaps of stones, 
in burial g rounds etc.; in several localities w here w e w ere encam ped 
in the  P am ir valleys, w e had  to  sw eep the g round  clear of these in ­
conven ien t animals before pu ttin g  up the ten ts , and even  then  we 
could  find them  on the rafters of the  ten ts and  in o u r sleeping 
blankets. A n insect typical of all copses and  jungles is the  sp ider; 
an endless num ber of sm aller and  larger specim ens lived even  in 
the  h igh  regions of Pam ir in the highest copses of w illow s w here 
th ey  w ere often the  only representatives of fauna. O f a very  large 
species of a yellow ish brow n colour and hairy, as large as a hum ­
m ing-bird, I saw several specim ens in fruit-trees an d  corn-fields in 
D arvas. M any spiders are venom ous, and  these to g e th er w ith  the 
scorp ions and  m osquitoes m entioned  above are am ong  the  m ost 
d isagreeable creatures peculiar to  these regions. A d d  to  th is su r­
v ey  th e  num erous torto ises and  lizards of the steppes an d  fens w here 
th e re  are small and  beautiful specim ens, w ith red  an d  yellow  flaps 
of skin  on  the head in the  m ounta in  regions, large g reen  ones in 
the  fenny  regions, and in  the desert som e abou t o n e  m etre long, 
(I saw  m any of the first nam ed  kind in the  valleys of V akhan  and  
G aran) and  I think I have enum erated  the m ost characteristic animals.



T H E  IN H A BITA N TS (RA CES, TYPES, L A N G U A G E )

T
h e  different conditions under w hich the population  of Bokhara 
lives are clearly show n by  the  records above. W here there  is loess 
soil on  the plain, w here the river banks in the m ountains are broad 

enough, w here there is an arable terrace in the w ooded  regions of 
the  m ountains, farm ing is carried on, as far as the  artificial irrigation 
reaches; here are tow ns and  villages am ong  w hose inhabitants the 
soil is equally d iv ided , and  if the  arable territory  is large enough, 
agriculture is th e -o n ly  occupation, and  the population  is sedentary. 
T he arable te rrito ry  is, how ever, n o t always large eno u g h  to  feed 
those w ho have grow n up  here in the  course of tim e b y  agricul­
tu re  a lone, w herefore a m ore considerable cattle-farm ing than can 
be carried o n  in  the cultivated land, m ust of necessity be resorted  
to . T he cattle have to  find their fo o d  in the grass on  the  border 
of the oases w hich grass is nourished  by the m oisture oozing  out 
from  the oasis together w ith the  snow  and the w inter rain, or they 
m ust be  driven up  into the  h igh-m ountain  regions w here  perpetual 
snow  an d  glaciers often keep the vegetation alive th ro u g h o u t the 
sum m er on  extensive slopes w hich ow ing  to  their steepness, heaped 
up  blocks of stone or a to o  severe w inter are n o t ad ap ted  to  a 
constan t residence. These circum stances cause half-nom adism ; the 
inhabitants have their w inter residence , kishlak, and  their hom e in 
the cultivated reg ion , b u t in sum m er the yo u n g er peop le  and the 
w om en m ove u p  to  the m ounta in  pastures w ith the cattle to  live 
in the prim itive sum m er villages, ailäk or yailäk, from  w hich they 
return  again in autum n. T he half-nom ads cannot, how ever, go too 
far aw ay from  the kishlak, bo th  ou t of regard  to  the m en w ho are 
often obliged to  stay now  in the  kishlak w here the  old and  feeble 
are left, now  w ith the herds in the  m ountains, and  because the  soil, 
the  irrigation and  the harvest in th e  kishlak m ust be looked  after;



they  have to  see to  their herd , w om en and children  so th a t there 
is a steady  connection be tw een  kishlak and ailäk w ith o u t w hich one 
p art cou ld  easily be lo st th ro u g h  assault, theft etc. T h ey  lead a sort 
of occasional nom adic life.

O n  the w ide steppes at the inclination of the m oun ta in s tow ards 
the w est, on  the banks of the  A m u D arya , in m oun ta in  valleys 
w here the irrigation is insufficient for agriculture, o r w here large 
m oun ta in  regions, to o  steep  o r filled up  w ith rolled dow n m ountain  
m aterial o r subject to  unfo rtunate  climatic conditions, canno t be cul­
tivated , there the  inhabitants are exclusively nom ads. A s the plants 
are able to  adapt them selves to  their habitats, so can also man, 
b u t it m ust be observed th a t the  force of inherited  trad ition  m akes 
him  often tu rn  a deaf ear to  the com m ands of natu re . U sbegs, 
K irghiz, K arakalpaks, T u rkom ans, nom ads from  tim e im m em orial, 
ho ld , indeed , th is m ode of life in highest esteem , w herefo re  the 
g rea tes t num ber of the nom ads are of these races, b u t nevertheless 
th e y  do  n o t m ake light of agriculture w here an occasion  is offered, 
being  occasional agriculturists and  half-nom ads, the  latter in  a w ay  
con trasting  w ith that reco rded  ab o v e , and the T adjiks, the  trad iti­
onal agriculturists in B okhara, are bo th  in the  E ast B okharan  m o u n ­
tain regions and Pam ir half-nom ads or even regular nom ads under 
special circum stances. T herefore nom adism  canno t be said to  be 
restric ted  to  a fixed race.

T he population  of B okhara  has never been  co u n ted , the  M aho- 
m edans objecting very  m uch  to  a census. P resum ab ly  the re  are 
3  o r 3 1/, millions. A ccord ing  to  som e au tho rs  the  popu la tion  of 
B okhara is exceedingly h e te ro g en o u s , b u t th is th e o ry  is v e ry  m is­
leading. There are m ainly tw o races, the  P ersian  o r T ad jiks, to  
w hich can be referred, at any  ra te , the  num erous descendan ts of 
the  P ersian  slaves once in troduced  into B okhara b y  T u rkom ans —  
from  a linguistic po in t of v iew , b u t also typically —  and  the  T ur­
kish race o r U sbegs, now  th e  govern ing  class. T he o ther races 
living in  Bokhara are in  num b er so inferior to  th ese  tw o  nations 
tha t their p resence d o es n o t im part any  special character to  the 
country . The A rabs, K irghiz, K arakalpaks, Jew s, T u rkom ans, H in ­
d o o s , a few  A fghans, A rm enians, G ipsies do n o t live in  B okhara 
in g rea ter num bers than  em igrated  families in  m any  E u ropean  coun ­
tries. T hat the  popu la tion  in the tow n  of B okhara  itself is see­
m ingly  heterogenous and, indeed , only  seem ingly is no  m ore  rem ark­
able than  tha t the  popu la tion  of o ther large to w n s has a certain 
cosm opolitan  appearance ow ing  to  the m any  foreigners w h o  go  to



the place from  the neighbouring  countries for the  sake of business; 
for B okhara is a w holesale trade  tow n  in M id Asia, a  central po in t 
w here all articles of trade from  the south, north, east and w est 
are sto red .

In the  regions in N orth  B okhara , on the A m u D arya and  in 
East K arategin nom adize som e Kirghiz tribes, Kasak- and  Kara- 
kirghiz, near Charjui and  D enau  som e K arakalpaks w ho are also 
seden tary ; along  the A m u D arya  from  Charjui to  M azar-i-sherif and  
the w estern  level coun try  no  small num ber of Bokharized Ersari- 
tu rkom ans lead partly  a  nom adic, partly  an  agricultural life, and on 
the fron tier tow ards A fghan T urkestan  som e A fghans are partly 
agriculturists, partly  m erchants. T he few A rabs in B okhara a t Ker- 
m ineh an d  K atta K urgan and  at E ldjik on  the  A m u D arya are 
rem nants from  the A rab  religious invasion in the 7 th  century. T he 
H indoos, w ho are bankers especially in Karshi and  B okhara , are 
no t num erous and  never settle in  the  country . F inally  there are 
from  o lden  tim e som e Jew s bo th  in  the  capital and in  o ther larger 
tow ns and  a few  G ipsies w ho deal in horses, and som e A rm enian 
m erchants. T he foreigners m en tioned  here m ust be looked  upon 
as a so rt of guests in  the  Em irate w hereas the  p opu la tion , charac­
teristic of the  country , and  th o se  w ith  w hom  one has to  do  every­
w here are Tadjiks (Iranians) and  U sbegs (Turks).

These tw o  nations live nex t d o o r to  each o ther in  Bokhara, 
and although som e regions are occupied specially b y  one or the 
o ther race, still one  m ay in a shop  in  the bazars m eet w ith  a T ur­
kish speaking U sbeg  beside a Tadjik  w ho speaks P ersian ; in the 
villages one  farm er is a Tadjik, and  his neighbour an  U sbeg. In 
the w estern  parts of the E ast B okharan  m ountains an U sbeg  nom a­
dizes beside a T adjik , and  in th e  village the Kasi is generally a 
Tadjik and  the A ksakal an U sbeg. T he tw o nations live side by  
side, often w ithou t understand ing  each o th e r’s language. Som e au­
thors have apart from  the tw o nations set u p  a th ird  one as a 
mixture of the tw o, nam ely the  Sarts, in w hom  the Iranian elem ent 
is said to  be predom inan t; bu t such  a classification canno t be made. 
T he w o rd  S art has only  to  do  w ith  the  m ode of life m eaning 
som eth ing  like sedentary  in con trast to  the nom ad. It is generally 
em ployed  in  speaking of the  popu la tion  in Turkestan w here both  
U sbegs and  Tadjiks call them selves Sarts; bu t in B okhara the w ord  
is rare , and  if used  bo th  the  Tadjik  and  the U sbeg calls himself 
Sart, w hether nom ad or agriculturist; the  nam e of Sart is then con ­
sidered as the  title of a m an w ho  thinks himself to  belong  to  a



higher class than the  desp ised  Kirghiz, K arakalpaks, H indoos, Jew s and 
o thers, w ho in their op in ion  are a shabby  set of people. T he d e ­
ve lopm en t of the w ord  Sart is different from  tha t of O rm uzd  w hich has 
deterio rated . Sart is said to  be originally a n icknam e o r te rm  of abuse 
em ployed  by  the nom ads against the seden tary  p eo p le ; now  even 
seden ta ry  Kirghiz in T urkestan  are fond of calling them selves Sarts.

T h e  T a d j ik s  are the  original inhabitants in  all th e  tow ns of C en ­
tral Asia. This sentence reappears in all books of travel and  g eo ­
graphical w orks on  B okhara and  its neighbouring  countries. The 
fact is, how ever, tha t w e do n o t know  anyth ing  a b o u t it. As m en ­
tio n e d  in the  chapter on  religion it is n o t on ly  p robable , b u t un ­
questionable tha t the  T adjiks have superseded  an o th er peop le  from  
B okhara and  m ost likely a T artar-M ongolian people. If the  Tadjiks 
h ave p roceeded  from  the  w est, p robably  over K horassan, they  have 
expelled th e  Tartars tow ards th e  east and  no rth -east b ey o n d  the Sir 
D arya  and  Tshu tow ards the  Altai m ountains, and  from  here  the 
T artars (Usbegs) reappeared  w hen  a favourable oppo rtu n ity , caused 
b y  in ternal decay in the  T adjik  dom inion, m ade the  conquest of their 
fo rm er territories possible. F o r  long  before Islam m ade its w ay 
here  in the  7 th  century, the U sbegs w ere the m asters of the  coun ­
try , an d  th is they  are even now .

T he Tadjiks are , how ever, the oldest historical agriculturists in 
B okhara w ho have influenced and  still influence the  culture in spite 
of their being  now  in subjection. To them  is due —  at any  rate 
accord ing  to  the legend w hich is here certainly tru e  —  th e  irrigation 
of the  oases and the regular agriculture w hich w as ho ly  in  the 
A vesta faith like cattle-breeding. T hey  represen t an d  rep resen ted  
th e  intelligence of B okhara , and  even now  th ey  lo o k  u p o n  them ­
selves as the  original inhabitants of B okhara and  u p o n  the U sbegs 
as u su rpers w ho have overran  the  oasis of B okhara from  the coun ­
tries tow ards the north-east ro u n d  the  Altai m ountains an d  from  T urke­
stan  over Sam arkand and S hahrsebbs (Shahar-i-sebbs) have forced  the 
T adjiks tow ards the east into K arategin and  the P am ir valleys sou th  
of th is region w hich are n o w  practically inhabited b y  Tadjiks. This 
is, indeed , consistent w ith the  fact tha t Tadjiks live in  g rea t num bers 
in A fghanistan and Belutshistan. It is well know n th a t th e  T urks 
des troyed  Balkh in the  second  century, and  if th is invasion  has 
been  efficient, it is p robable th a t the Tadjiks ow ing  to  a s trong  
p ressure from  the T urks, have been  forced into th e  narrow  and  
p o o r valleys in W est Pam ir to  w hich no agriculturist reso rts if no t



obliged to  do  so, and  the A rabian invasion during  w hich Islam was 
spread  over C entral A sia has caused a further expulsion of the T ad­
jiks tow ards the  east. T hey  ad h ered , how ever, to  the  old Avesta 
faith, th e  fire- and  light-religion, w hich they  sough t to  m aintain in 
the  narrow  valleys in 
P am ir fortified b y  na­
ture.

T he T adjik is in 
B okhara p roud  of his 
nationality , and  even 
now  he recalls the  fron ­
tiers of his form er coun ­
try, th e  o ld  K horrason 
(K hor m eans in O ld 
Persian sun and  son  
region i. e. the  region 
of the  sun  o r the east).
T he T adjiks have pro  
duced the m ost renow ­
n ed  teachers, the first 
statesm en and  officials; 
nearly all m ullahs are 
Tadjiks, and all intel­
lectual culture is w ith 
the Tadjiks, b u t at the 
sam e tim e also the 
greatest vices. In the 
oasis of B okhara itself 
the Tadjiks are in the 
m ajo rity ; then  th ey  live
І П  g rS ä t n u m b e rs  o n  T h e  B e g  o f C h a r ju i  in  fu ll  d re s s  (b ro w n  v e lv e t  w i th  g o  d -b ro c a d e ) .

the m iddle course of
the Serafshan; in K arategin, one  of the  best m ountain  provinces of 
Bokhara, the Tadjiks are the  m ain population, and th ey  inhabit the 
provinces of D arvas, Roshan, Shugnan , G aran and V akhan, further 
they  live m ore collectively in the  oasis of Shirabad, w hereas the Us­
begs are the m ain popu la tion  in H issar, Karshi, Shahrsebbs, Kasan, 
H usar, Kerki, Charjui, Chiraktshi, K ulab etc. T he num ber of T ad ­
jiks in B okhara m ay be estim ated at one fourth  part of the  w hole 
population.

T he w ord  Tadjik m ay m ean A rab, and  som e natives them selves



say that they  are descended  from Babylon. It is, indeed, correct that 
du ring  the persecutions of w hich the family of the P ro p h e t w ere the 
o b ject under Haijai in the last 25  years of the 1st cen tu ry  after Hed- 
shra, m any m em bers of tlie latter fled to the reg ions beyond the 
O xus, and there they becam e mixed up with the native population, 
and  therefore it is possible that a few Tadjiks have a right to  carry 
their pedigree up to  these and consequently  to  the P ro p h e t on ac­
coun t of which they receive the title of Said or Sait; bu t m uch m ore 
canno t be ascribed to  this. In A fghanistan tlie T adjik often goes 
bv  the nam e of D ikhan (farmer) or D ihvär (inhabitant of a tow n), 
bu t in Bokhara these designations are not reserved to  Tadjiks alone, 
but are used of all cultivators of the soil or those belonging  to  the 
seden tary  class.

If we refer, how ever, all inhabitants of Iranian descent to  the 
T adjiks which is justified by the fact that every  Iranian in Bokhara 
calls himself by this nam e, it is necessary to  d iv ide the Bokharan 
T adjiks in to  tw o classes, nam ely the m ountain T adjiks in the East 
B okharan m ountains and the Pam ir valleys, the pu rest races of the 
original old Iranians, because they have avoided interm ixture with 
the U sbegs into w hose families they do no t m arry, even if there 
m ight be occasion in som e places, and the Tadjiks in the oasis of 
B okhara and in the level coun try  w ho are m uch interm ixed with 
T urks, and the num erous slaves introduced from P ersia ; although 
thev  are Iranians the latter have received m any foreign elem ents.

Several authors relate that the Tadjik in B okhara is often called 
Parsivän or Parsiän, bu t it m ust not be forgotten that if an  U sbeg 
in B okhara calls a Tadjik or Iranian Parsiän, it is his in ten tion  to 
give him a contem ptuous nam e, som ething like godless man, m ea­
ning by this that he adheres to the Shiitic religion, either officially 
or in his heart, that he buries his dead in a Shiitic w ay  etc., to  which 
the orthodox  U sbeg objects so m uch that he nam es the w ord  Parsiän 
only w ith a certain shudder; for the Sunnits in B okhara look upon 
the Shiits as standing far below  the Russians (Urus), w hose num erous 
im ages in the churches are an abom ination to  them , and  o ther C h ri­
stians. W hen the U sbegs asked me w hether w e had also pictures in 
our m osques and when I answ ered that ours w ere nearly as devoid  
of pictures as the m osques in Bokhara, they were very  pleased. Re­
p resen tations of living beings are, it is true, forbidden in the  Koran, 
and  th is is strictly m aintained in Bokhara; C hinese and  E uropean 
pictures are confiscated by the clergy and especially by  the Rai's. 
I rem em ber the caution w ith w hich a Jew  show ed m e one dav  in



the  street in B okhara som e, for the m atter, indecent pictures that 
had been  in troduced  by  his relations from  Paris, he looked about 
him  incessantly to  be on  his g u ard  if the Rais or a priest should 
appear, in w hich case 
such a jest w ould  
cost b o th  a sound 
drubb ing  and  heavy 
fines. A lthough it is 
com m only  said that 
there are b u t few of 
the  original Tadjiks 
left in  the  oasis of 
B o k h a ra , still the 
U sbegs know  how  
to  distinguish those 
considered  asTadjiks 
and  those th o u g h t to 
be Persiän . O f the 
latter abou t 40 ,000  
families are said to  
have been  led to  
Bokhara and  Sam ar­
kand  as early as 
under A m ir Seid.
A pparen tly  all of 
them  are Sunnits, but 
in their hearts Shiits, 
and  even the present 
D ivam begi of B o­
khara, D jän  M irza 
D ivam beg i, every 
B okharan know s to  
be in his heart а Вок1шап womaTI (Tadjik)-
Shiit.

T he M ountain  Tadjik (he is som etim es called G altsha) very  m uch 
resem bles the p resen t Persians w ith  their oval faces, sharp, beauti­
ful features w ith large, straight nose, w hich is som etim es, how ever, 
apt to  assum e a Jew ish form , dark  hair and  rich grow th  of beard; 
bu t the  features are coarser than  in the present Persians. The difficult 
conditions of life in the m ounta ins have rendered  him  agile, strong 
and  persevering, and  his isolation from  the centres of the  w orld have



k ep t him  free from  the  m any  vices and disagreeable qualities w hich are
characteristic of the T adjiks of the low lands. T he M ounta in  T adjiks
are very  peaceable peasants, half-nom ads if th is is necessary , bu t else­
w here  they  prefer to  live exclusively on agriculture; th ey  are very  
hospitable and ready  to  help, and  every large house-ow ner, generally 
Kasi or Aksakal, has a special room , “ M ehem än-K hanäh’ (room  for

guests), w here he receives the  
new ly arrived strangers. Som e
authors state th a t slavery has
never existed w ith  them ; cer­
tainly th is is n o t correct, as the  
w ord kul (slave) is very  w ell 
know n here, b u t it is probable 
that it has n o t existed to  such 
an extent as elsew here in  B o ­
khara w here, in  spite of the  K o­
ran, slavery flourished u n d er Islam 
until the R ussians conquered  C en ­
tral Asia. T he M ounta in  Tadjiks 
have rarely  m ore  than  one  wife 
w hich is partly  due  to  the fact 
tha t they  can n o t afford m ore; 
the w om en are n o t veiled, they  
are n o t strict M ahom edans, and 
especially here th e  custom s of the 
A vesta religion ho ld  the ir own.

T he Tadjiks on  th e  plain are 
like their fellows in  the  m ountains 
w ell-grow n peo p le ; th e y  are long  
skulled, have black hair and  eyes.

Bokharan woman .л siik саііал. N ose, m outh  and  eyes are beau ­

tifully form ed, th e  first rarely  cur­
ved , b u t as a rule straight and  m uch m ore p ro m in en t than  in  the 
U sbegs. The m outh  is large, the sam e is the  case w ith  eyes and  
feet, and  they  are very  hairy  all over the body . T h e  Iranian race 
is in the  low lands interm ixed w ith foreign elem ents, especially T ur­
kish, b u t the Iranian characteristics are nevertheless so  w ell-m arked 
th a t th e  Tadjik and the U sbeg  are easily d istinguished, the  form er 
being  m ore elegant than the  latter. H e is polite, com plim entary , 
m ore discreet than the U sbeg, b u t on the o ther h a n d  sh rew d  and 
untrustw orthy . H e is very  diplom atic and adorns h is speech  w ith



a to rren t oi em pty phrases to  avoid  the m atter which he does not 
w ant discussed, and it is not pleasant to  have to  do  with him in 
m oney affairs.

All his am bition is to  acquire, and he is not particular in choo­
sing his m eans thus, for instance, in buying his office. If a m erchant, 
he very  soon  discovers w hat ihe purchaser desires to  buy, and 
how  far dow n he can go  with the price, w hereas the U sbeg is more 
easily cheated. He is p roud  of his nationality but does not take 
any special interest in his coun ­
try, but only in his being a T ad ­
jik and having an easy com pe­
tency. It is of no consequence 
to  him w hether L'sbegs or Rus­
sians govern  the country ; he is 
a cosm opolite adapting himself 
easily to  the changing rulers.
The Tadjiks though t it very 
reasonable that the Emir should 
be deposed  by the Russians, 
and they could no t even under­
stand that the latter did not 
force their religion and perhaps 
their language on  the Bokharans.
W hen the Tadjiks only retain 
their offices and trades, w hoso ­
ever likes m ay reign.

This is the m ore rem arkable 
as the Tadjiks hold m ost of the 
spiritual offices and consequently 
also the tem poral, am ong the 
latter the com m and of the arm y. In spite of their indifference as 
regards religion they keep up the fanaticism in the population, but 
they do  this, because it agrees w ith their material interests.

The T adjik on the plain has no proper country , and the M oun ­
tain Tadjiks do not consider B okhara as their country. T hey call 
them selves K arateginians, D arvasians, Shugnans etc. but the co n ­
nection betw een these regions and Bokhara has not until lately be­
com e m ore intim ate. In the level country  the language of the 
Tadjiks is a Persian dialect differing no m ore from the present 
Persian than that by m eans of this language one may after a short 
time learn the language of the Tadjiks; the latter is, how ever,

B o k h a r a n  w o m a n  w ith  th e  in d i s p e n s a b le  w a te r-  

p ip e , t e a -p o t  a n d  v e s s e l.



grea tly  interm ixed w ith U sbegic elem ents. T heir language is the 
official language, th a t of the  clergy and the  cultivated, w hereas U s­
begic is m ore the language of the  low er classes and  the  m erchants 
in B okhara . T he farther so u th  one gets from  K arategin  in to  the 
P am ir provinces, the m ore O ld  Persian  is the language. In S hug ­
nan  an d  V akhan entirely O ld  Persian languages are spoken  w hich 
it is even  difficult for the  cultivated T adjik from  B okhara  to  under­
stand. Practically n o t the  least tribal tradition exists am ong  the 
T adjiks; in genealogy th ey  take very  little in terest.

D om estic  life w ith  the  T adjiks is m ore sym pathetic th an  w ith 
th e  U sbegs. T he m an often spoils his w ives to  such an extent 
th a t th e y  becom e quite articles of luxury, w hereas am ong  the  U s­
begs th e y  m ust generally  w o rk  hard. T he children are b ro u g h t up 
to  show  great m odesty  in  the ir conduct tow ards the ir parents, bu t 
an  U sbegic b o y  often scolds his father m ost terribly, w hich I have 
w itnessed  even w ith the  B eg  of R oshan and S hugnan , an  U sbeg 
despatched  from  Bokhara b y  th e  Emir. T he T adjik  is very  fond 
of argum ent, of m aking long  speeches, of nego tia ting ; scolding 
frequently  takes place, bu t th e y  rarely  com e to  blow s, and  m urders 
and  v io len t attacks are seldom  heard  of am ong th e  Tadjiks.

T heir w om en are am ong  the  m ost beautiful in  B o k h a ra ; as with 
th e  U sbegs, their stature is alw ays m uch sm aller th an  th a t of the 
m en ; they  have round  faces, alm ond-shaped, large, b lack eyes, coal 
black hair, their com plexion is pale because they  alw ays stay  w ithin 
doors o r w ear a veil before th e  face, and  they  so o n  becom e stou t 
like the  Persian w om en. M any  M ountain T adjik  w om en  are w ith 
their fine features real beauties. In B okhara the  S h ugnan  w om en 
pass for th e  ideal of beau ty  and  n o t unjustly, especially from  a 
B okharan po in t of view.

T h e  U s b e g s  rem ind one  m uch of the M ongols, b u t have larger 
eyes and  are better looking. Their features are coarse, the  cheek­
bones are often ju tting. T he ears, as w ith all B okharans, project, 
because the turban or fur-cap is squeezed so far dow n  over the 
nape of the neck as to  rest o n  the  ears. Their lim bs are coarser 
and  clum sier than those of the  Tadjiks, and  their ga it and  bearing 
is inferior to  tha t of the latter. T he U sbeg is of m iddle size, ge ­
nerally sm aller than  the  Tadjik, and  the colour of th e  beard  varies 
from  red  to  black, also th e  co lour of the  eyes varies greatly . Like 
the m en the w om en have coarse ungraceful features, they  are treated  
as a so rt of m aid of all w ork  and  therefore becom e old  still earlier





than  it is elsew here the case in the  O rient. T he U sbeg  cares very 
little ab o u t his children. T he U sbegs are the d om inan t race in  B o­
khara  and  to  them  belongs the Emir, a descendan t of the  house 
of M angit. T hey keep u p  the old tribal div ision; the  tribes are 
said  to  be 28, according to  som e au thors 32, in B okhara . In con ­
tras t w ith  the T adjik the  U sbeg  says: I am a N aim an, M ing, Ktai
etc .; h e  always states his descent, and  he know s h is lineage as far 
u p  as the  seventh  degree.

It is m uch easier for the  E uropean  to  deal w ith  the  U sbeg  than
w ith  the  Tadjik. He is straightforw ard, natural, honest. H e is jolly
and  v e ry  fond  of jesting, w hich is unfamiliar to  th e  T adjik. H e is 
n o t narrow -m inded  and  covetous like the T adjik  an d  m ore con ten t 
than  Ihe la tter; he is also m ore easily disciplined an d  therefore better 
ad ap ted  to  military service than  the Tadjik, m ore, how ever, as a sub ­
o rd inate  ow ing to  his slighter intelligence. A dd  to  th is th a t he is 
v e ry  tru stw orthy  and upho lds the precepts of religion w ith o u t h y p o ­
crisy. T he U sbeg is a rude fellow. H e gives b low s and  beatings, 
b u t he  also willingly receives them  from  his m aster, and  even  th inks 
them  to  be righ t and fitting .— T he nam e U sbeg  or U sbag  or 0 sb a g , 
as B okhara people say, is said to  be derived from  us =  ow n and 
beg  =  m aster, one’s ow n m aster or free-born ; o thers derive it from  
U s or G us w hich is said to  be identical w ith the T urk ish  tribe, the 
U igurs, and in K hiva w here they  are specially p ro u d  of calling 
them selves U sbegs, the w o rd  is said to  be derived  from  a well- 
k now n chieftain, 0 sb e g , w ho lived in the fou rteen th  century .

T he U sbegs, w ho w ere nom ads on their arrival here in  the 
historical tim e, are now  agriculturists in the irrigated oases, half-no­
m ads especially in the E ast B okharan  m ountains an d  nom ads in 
the  s tep p es w here they live in their round  felt ten ts  in qu ite  the 
sam e w ay  as the Kirghiz w hose  m ode of life they  have adopted . 
V ery  few  U sbegs are able to  read and  w rite; w herefore the  well- 
to -do  keep  a Tadjik m ullah as secretary  and teacher of their children.

T he U sbegic language, D jagata i, a dialect of T urkish, is the  
principal language in B okhara; it is the language w hich  is of m ost 
use fo r the  traveller; for b y  m eans of th is he canno t on ly  converse 
w ith  the  U sbegs, bu t w ith  m any  cultivated Tadjiks w h o  as a rule 
understand  Usbegic, w hereas it is rare tha t the U sbegs understand  
the T adjik  language; and  he m ay also very  w ell m ake himself 
u n d ers to o d  by  Kirghiz and  in  p art by  T urkom ans. T h ro u g h  O tto ­
m an T urk ish  one very  soon  learns bo th  the U sbegic and  Kirghiz 
dialects, being  here m uch the sam e, except tha t K irghiz is in ter­



m ixed w ith m ore M ongol w ords. Som e old Turkish w ords seldom 
occurring now  in O ttom an have held their ow n here ; b u t the prin­
cipal difference betw een the O ttom an  and  U sbegic languages is that 
the vow el-harm ony is no t m aintained in Usbegic so th a t bo th  light 
and heavy  vow els occur in the  sam e w ord , and  th a t all verbs, 
w hich in O ttom an begin w ith vo iced  g  have k, thus, for instance, 
instead of O ttom an gelm ek here kelm ak, gesm ek here ketmak, 
getirm ek, ketirm ak etc. T urko ­
m ans and  Khivinians, how ever, 
have the  voiced g  like the 
O ttom ans. T he U sbegic langu­
age is greatly  in term ixed w ith 
Persian (Tadjik) and A rab w ords.
(Se on th is: A  V ocabulary of the 
D ialect of Bokhara b y  O. Oluf- 
sen. T he S econd D anish  Pam ir 
E xpedition. K j0benhavn l9O 5.)

O th er nations in Bokhara 
related to  the U sbegs, bo th  as 
regards language and m ode of 
life, are th e  K irghiz,T urkom ans 
and  K arakalpaks, w ho belong 
to  the T urkish  or Turkish-M on- 
gol race.

T h e  K ir g h iz  are nom ads 
in N orth  B okhara and on  the 
Am u D arya sou th  of P etro  
A lexandrow sk, and  in E ast Ka- 
rategin. T he latter are the so- 
called K arakirghiz, of the  same 
tribe as th o se  nom adizing on Russian territory  from  Alai dow nw ard 
th rough  D esert Pam ir. T hey  call them selves “ K irghez” , saying that 
the  w ord  is derived from  “ K irr” m eaning  “ p oo r step p e” and  “gez- 
m ak” , “ to  w ander” , so th a t the  w o rd  m eans steppe w anderer. O u t­
side B okharan  territo ry  in K arategin th ey  live m ost as half-nomads, 
having their kishlaks in the valley of the Surkhab and nom adizing in 
sum m er bo th  in the Alai steppe an d  in the m ountains in Alai and 
Transalai. T he Kirghiz in N o rth  B okhara, how ever, prefer calling 
them selves Kasaks w hich m ay m ean freebooter. N either appearance 
of the Kara-Kirghiz nor of the  Kasak-K irghiz is attractive. T he face

M irz a  A b d u l  K a d e r  B e g . M y  fa ith fu l c o m p a n io n  

o n  t l ie  F ir s t  a n d  S e c o n d  D a n is h  P a m ir  E x p e d i t io n s .



is dark  yellow , often qu ite  p itch black in  the K ara-K irghiz, w ith 
ju ttin g  cheek-bones, the eyes are generally narrow , as if th ey  had 
b een  cu t in to  the  face, and  black, the nose is b ro ad  and  flat, the 
legs curved  ow ing to  their being  always on ho rseback  o r m oun ted  
on  cam els and  yak-oxen. T he gait is slow  and  sham bling. The 
hair of the head black. M any  shave them selves like the  sedentary  
peop le . The Kara-Kirghiz have w ell-m arked M ongo l faces, are often 
of a really martial appearance and  at the sam e tim e am ong  the 
ug liest people m et w ith in C entral Asia, b u t the  K asak-K irghiz are 
sm aller of grow th, and the ir faces com e so near to  th e  U sbegic 
type, and  even to  the  Russian th a t it is often difficult to  decide to  
w hich of these races they  o u g h t to  be referred. T he appearance of 
th e  w om en  does n o t differ m uch from  tha t of the  m en, and  like 
the  latter they  are born  riders. A ccording to  K irghiz legends the 
nam e of Kasak is derived from  an adventure w hich hap p en ed  to  
one  of their com m anders on his passing w ith his tribe  th ro u g h  the 
desert. D uring  the m arch w here there  w as lack of w ater th e  com ­
m ander, w hose nam e w as K altsha Kadir, suddenly  becam e so  ill that 
he  had  to  be left to  his fate in the desert. W hen d ea th  seem ed 
to  be near, he raised his hands tow ards the sky p ray in g  for a rapid 
end; b u t then heavens sudden ly  opened, and  a K as-ak (Gas-ak), 
w hite goose, cam e dow n in to  th e  desert w ith w ater for K altsha so 
tha t h e  revived. T hen the go o se  w as changed into a m aiden  w hom  
K altsha m arried, and from  them  the K asaks are descended . T hey  
prefer the nam e of Kasak, b u t nevertheless they  u se  the  nam e of 
Kirghiz or Kirghez as a com m on designation of them selves and  all 
their relations from  Inner C hina to  S ou th  Russia, a n d  th e y  have a 
legendary  story  abou t the w o rd  Kirghiz. “W hile g o v ern ed  b y  a 
K han w hose nam e w as A lasha there w ere born  am o n g  them  som e 
tiger-spotted  children w hom  they  though t to  be descended  from  
Satan himself, and w hom  th ey  exposed  outside the  te rrito ry  of 
o ther people. It happened , how ever, tha t the K h an ’s wife herself 
bo re  a tiger-spotted  son, sheshek, as they  w ere called, and  now  
the K han becam e so  enraged  th a t he w anted to kill b o th  m other 
and  son, bu t his vizier persuaded  him  to  spare th e  m o ther and  
expose the  son on the step p e  w here 40  m aidens (kyrk-kys) w ere 
given him  as a com fort, and  from  these are d escen d ed  th e  Kir­
ghiz .” T he origin of the  w o rd s  has given rise to  m any  legends 
and  scientific hypotheses, b u t n one  of the la tter is ev ident.

T he Kirghiz are generally  rather good-natu red  and  hospitable, 
according to  m y ow n experience, how ever, the K ara-kirghiz do



no t seem  to  be rem arkable for these  qualities. T he com m on trait 
of character is that they  are cunning  fellows, and  one  m ust be 
rather severe in o rder to  ge t o n e ’s w ay am ong them . H e is care­
less and  con ten t if he has enough  to  eat, very  inquisitive, and he 
is w illing to  ride 100 miles to  gratify his curiosity. In K arategin 
one m ay m eet w ith Kirghiz w ho have been in N orth  India, Kabul, 
Balkh etc., and  m any Kasaks m ake excursions w ith  the  caravans to  
Russia an d  S ou th  Siberia. T he w in ter dwellings of the Kirghiz in 
K arategin are, as a rule, clay-houses in villages (aul), built in quite 
the sam e m anner as those  of the  sedentary  people, b u t the  K asaks 
always live in tents, w andering  from  one pasture to  the  o ther. All 
the K irghiz are M ussulm ans by nam e, bu t only  those w ho live near 
the settlem ents a ttend  to  the precep ts of religion, w hile th e  others 
are m ore like heathens adhering  to  their old superstitions in w hich 
sorcerers etc. play a grea t part.

T h e  T u r k o m a n s ,  the  tall, stately, free tribes w ho inhabit Trans- 
caspia and  are now  partly subject to  Russia and Khiva, partly  to  
Bokhara, w ere form erly often em ployed  as m ercenaries b y  the Bo­
kharan Em irs ow ing to  their bravery . T hese w ho now  live out­
side the  B okharan frontiers are Ersari-Turkom ans, to  som e extent 
inhabiting the  left bank  of the  O xus from  Charjui tow ards Balkh, 
bu t also nom adizing on  the  righ t bank  near Karshi. A s they  are 
principally found  on  the banks w here they  live in the ir ten ts, they  
are, as a rule, called L ebab-T urkom ans i. e. River bank  Turkom ans. 
Their faith is the  sam e as th a t of the  Bokharans and  their m ode of 
life so m uch  influenced by  B okhara th a t they  are practically m erged 
in its population . E ven the high fur-cap (chugerm a), typical of the 
T urkom ans is b y  degrees replaced by  the turban. T he T urkom ans 
elsew here speaking  a Turkish dialect greatly  interm ixed w ith  Persian 
w ords and  different from  Usbegic, com e in B okhara near to  the Us­
begic dialect of Turkish. T he B okharan  T urkom ans live m ost as half­
nom ads, b u t also exclusively as nom ads. E ven w hen agriculturists 
the ten t is still their constan t house.

K a r a k a lp a k s  (from Kara-kalpak, black cap, fur-cap) the  rem ­
nants of a m ighty T artar-M ongolian nation w hose representatives are 
still scattered  over an enorm ous territo ry , thus in S ou th  and  South- 
East Russia, in Siberia, on the  low er A m u D arya, on the eastern  coast 
of the  A ral, in the  valley of the  Serafshan etc., live in small num ­
bers in  B okhara, nam ely as m entioned  above near Charjui and  D e-



nau, w here they  live as agriculturists and  half-nom ads. T heir lan­
g u ag e  is a Turkish dialect, and in a w ay  they  are som eth ing  b e ­
tw een  T urkom ans and  K irghiz. T hey are tall, s tro n g , peaceable 
people, n o t very  intelligent. T hey are even looked  u p o n  as the 
du llest persons in C entral Asia, and  every  U sbeg  is ready  to  m ake 
fun  of the Karakalpak on  his appearing in the  bazar. T hey  play 
th e  sam e part in the popu la r m ind as the M olboes in D enm ark , the 
G ascons in F rance and  th e  Suabians in  G erm any, and  their exi­
stence as a nation m ust be  considered to  be a t an  end. In the 
eastern  p a rt of Russian T urkestan  are relics of several o ld  fortresses 
w hich are said to  have be longed  to  them  in form er tim es w hen 
th ey  w ere a m ighty  nation  w hose h istory  is sh ro u d ed  in darkness.

T h e  A ra b s . T he few  A rabs w ho live in B okhara are descen ­
dan ts  of the first conquerors w ho b rough t Islam in to  th e  coun try  
o r  of those im m igrated u n d er Tim ur. T hey live in th e  valley of 
the  Serafshan near S am arkand and  in K atta K urgan  near V ardansi 
in B okhara and near E ldjik on  the  A m u D arya. F o rm erly  they  
alw ays lived in their ten ts in the  old A rab w ay, b u t n o w  they  
live in  houses like the o ther natives, especially eng ag ed  in carpet 
w eaving, cattle-breeding and  horse dealing. T hey  still speak  a sort 
of A rabic and  are easily recognized ow ing to  the ir a lm ost pitch 
black faces; large black eyes and  black hair. T hey  are  looked  upon  
as h igh ly  respectable people.

T h e  H in d o o s ,  H indi, as they  are called, can hard ly  be  re ­
ckoned  am ong the population  of B okhara , as th ey  never becom e 
settled  in the country, b u t im m igrate in the capacity  of m erchants 
and  bankers, and then go  aw ay again after hav ing  m ade a greater 
o r  sm aller fortune. Their num ber is bu t a  few  hu n d red s, an d  they  
are n o w  said to  have been fo rb idden , by  the in terference of the 
R ussians, to  stay in B okhara , p robably  o u t of regard  to  the  use 
th ey  m ight be as spies for British India.

T hey  w ere, how ever, during  m y travels in th e  co u n try  a p h e ­
no m enon  w hich one could hard ly  help noticing. T hey  stayed  espe­
cially in  the greater tow ns w here o n e’s atten tion  w as a ttrac ted  by 
their th in , m eagre stature, the ir sm ooth  hair, their g rav e  face w here 
a black, red  or w hite cross o r  a round  circle (their m ark  of caste?) 
w as pain ted  on the forehead, their caftans of one  co lou r tied  round  
the w aist w ith a string like th o se  of the  Jew s, an d  b y  the ir small, 
black scull-cap. In spite of the ir small num ber and  th e  oppression



to w hich they  w ere subjected by  the G overnm ent they  had never­
theless, toge ther w ith  the Jew s, usurped  all m oney  affairs in Bok­
hara. T hey  w ere everyw here hated  and  looked upon  as the w orst 
usurers. N o one conversed w ith  them  w ithout cogen t necessity, 
b u t their usurious operations w ere said to  ex tend  even to  the Bo­
kharan villages. A t B okhara and  Karshi they  had  their ow n serais 
w here they  carried on their m oney  trade, and the filthiness here 
w as even greater than in the o ther serais. Like the  Jew s they 
w ere n o t allow ed to  ride in the  streets n o r to  bring w ith  them  their 
families to  B okhara nor to  buy  w om en; they  w ere forbidden to  
build tem ples, to  erect idols o r to  walk in processions. T hey could 
n o t w ear m any coloured caftans, belts or handkerchiefs round  the 
waist, b u t on ly  a tw isted  string. T hey w ere, on the  w hole, consi­
dered  to  be a despisable and  godless race, standing far below  the 
Jew s w ho are alloved to  have the ir ow n synagogues, bu t, apart 
from  this, they  w ere n o t m olested, strange to  tell, p robab ly  because 
the  natives feared them  as a devilish set of people. T hey  also go  
by  the  nam e of M u lta n i .  If the  Russians have seriously  set about 
persuad ing  the Em ir to  tu rn  o u t the  H indoos from  B okhara , they 
have certainly rendered  a grea t service to  the country.

T h e  J e w s . H ere as practically everyw here there are represen­
ta tives of the  Jews. F irst and forem ost they  live in the  principal 
to w n , B okhara , then  in K atta K urgan  and  Karshi. Their num ber 
is estim ated a t about 4000 ; th ey  are all of distinct race and very 
handsom e; especially their w om en, w ho are unveiled , are am ong 
the  m ost beautiful in Bokhara. It is n o t know n w ith certainty when 
the  Jew s cam e to  Bokhara. T hey m aintain them selves that their 
ancestors im m igrated into B okhara in the 12th or 13th cen tu ry  pro ­
ceeding  bo th  from  Persia and  from  Tunis. To be sure, they  have 
been here for several centuries an d  not, as in the  op in ion  of Vam- 
bery, on ly  a few. Their sta tem ent of the tim e of im m igration 
agrees, indeed, w ith their sta tem ent tha t they  lost all their written 
docum ents under Jenghis K han. T hey  no  m ore speak H ebrew , but 
are able to  read th is language, and  all their houses are decorated 
w ith H ebrew  sentences, o r w ith  tables in the H ebrew  language. 
T hey  n o w  em ploy the U sbegic o r  T adjik language, b u t m any of 
them  are also able to  speak French , Russian or G erm an, and  m any 
of the apparen tly  prim itive Jew s w ho looked  highly archaic in the 
bazars in their caftans had  visited bo th  L ondon  and  Paris. Here 
they  are dealers in carpets, skins, w ool, tea and m anufactured goods,



silk dyers and  street-sellers of all possible th ings such as precious 
sto n es, antiquities for the  E uropeans etc. In con trast w ith  the 
m anner in w hich they  are trea ted  in Russia itself, th ey  are here 
p ro tec ted  by  the Russians w ho have entirely ex tirpated  the  op in ion  
form erly  prevalent in B okhara, tha t every native w as allow ed to  
bea t a Jew , im prison him  or hang  him  by the s tring , w hich he 
like the  H indoos is obliged to  w ear. T hat the Jew s are u npopu la r 
o r  looked  upon  as a peop le  m ore particularly be long ing  to  th e  
Evil o n e , and  by  w hom  one  is easily contam inated  is soon  dis­
covered  by  the traveller on  his arrival at B okhara; in th e  bazars 
they  alw ays w alk several toge ther, they  have their shops b y  them ­
selves and  th row  shy and  tim id glances at the  B okharan  officials 
on their passing by. T hey  are very  curious, th ink every  E uropean  
to  be their friend, and  th ey  im m ediately gather ro u n d  him  if he is 
n o t accom panied by  any  B okharans. In Bokhara w here  I w as al­
w ays th e  guest of the E m ir I could n o t easily help  be ing  accom ­
pan ied  b y  Bokharan officials w ho w ere bo th  a so rt of guard  of 
h o n o u r and  a so rt of guard  of police, w atching closely all m y d o ­
ings; b u t during  m y long  stay  here I nevertheless often  em ancipated 
m yself from  them  and  w alked  abou t alone in the  streets w here  I 
also v isited  m any Jew s am ong  w hom  the rich Jew s, A ron  ben  G has- 
of and  Isak ben G hasof, w ho , in spite of their nationality , had 
m ade them selves esteem ed b o th  by  high and low . B u t I b o th  
saw  and  felt clearly th a t I d isparaged myself in th e  eyes of the 
officials and  native m erchants in visiting or speaking w ith  th e  Jew s, 
and  one  day  w hen I w anted  to  call on  a Jew  to g e th e r  w ith  m y B o­
kharan  friend and attache from  the Emir, M irza A bdu l K ader Beg, 
he  m ost perem ptorily  refused to  accom pany m e or even  to  com e 
near th e  house, as th is w ou ld  be the  sam e as the  loss of his office.

In spite of t h e . great oppression  under w hich  th e  Jew s have 
alw ays lived here, they  have nevertheless been able to  ho ld  their 
ow n as peaceable artisans and  m erchants; and  m any  of them  p o s ­
sess g rea t estates and  fortunes to  w hich even the G o v ern m en t of 
the E m ir and  its representatives reso rt in pecuniary  distress. W ithin 
the district of B okhara they  are no t allow ed to  ride in  the  streets, 
and  in the villages of the  oasis of B okhara only  on  a fem ale ass. 
T hey  m ust always w ear caftans of one colour o r at any  rate very  
qu ie t in  colour and  no tu rb an , b u t a round  fur-cap. R ound  the 
caftan they  form erly always w ore  a rope as a sign of the ir being  
a so rt of prisoners w ho could  be hanged  im m ediate ly  if there 
w ere the  least th ing  amiss w ith  them . This ro p e  has in the  course
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of tim e becom e th inner and  th inner, and  now  th ey  em ploy  b u t a 
th in  tw isted  string  in o rder to  render their stam p of pariahs as 
little visible as possible. T his form al subjection has h itherto  no t 
becom e the  least changed, bu t, according to  their ow n saying, their 
position  in society has n o w  becom e even better an d  freer than  tha t 
of the  natives; they  are of course very  grateful to  the  Russians 
for this.

T he Jew s lead their life according to  the  p recep ts of the  O ld  
T estam en t; they  keep their S abbath , their feast of tabernacles, their 
P asso v e r etc., th ey  have their rabbis and  overrabbis, and  the circum ­
cision of their boys takes place in the synagogue am idst g rea t festi­
vities. T hey  never m arry  am ong  o ther people although  the ir w om en 
m ight be  th o u g h t to  tem p t to  th is, and  their race m ust be consi­
dered  very  pure. T hey  live by  them selves in  a special quarte r at 
O ld  B okhara w here their synagogue contrasts w ith  the ir am ple 
m eans, b u t this is perhaps due to  their no t w an ting  to  defy  the 
G overnm en t of Bokhara.

T h e  synagogue is a  com m on sim ple clay-house like th e  o ther 
h ouses in  Bokhara. It is said to  be 500  years o ld . It consists of 
a p lain room  w ithout any  trace of that architectural b eau ty  w hich 
is found  bo th  in Isak ben  G haso f’s and A ron ben  G h aso f’s private 
houses. It is about 150 m etres square  and  is en tered  b y  a  very  
narrow  passage. In one  en d  of the  room  is a read ing-desk  of 
m arble on  w hich are m anuscrip ts and  books. A ccord ing  to  the 
legend  there  is am ong these a m anuscrip t b y  th e  P ro p h e t D aniel. 
A  g rea t num ber of T horahs, copies of their doctrine, w ere  scattered 
on a p latform  w hich is m ean t to  represen t their G enizah . These 
m anuscrip ts are constantly  rejected  and  renew ed, fo r it is com m on 
practice th a t the  Jew s leave a sum  to  be paid  after the ir dea th  for 
th e  p rocuring  of new  m anuscripts.

T he room  w as dirty  and  seem ed quite neglected . E ven  m ore 
w re tched  is their synagogue in Karshi w here it is a  m iserable shed 
in a d irty  court-yard. T he s to ry  goes tha t they  d id  n o t com e to  
K arshi until 1840.

T h at the  Jew s in B okhara are no t so unpopu lar as th e  H indoos 
is principally  due to  the  fact th a t Islam has bo rrow ed  so m uch  from  
Judaism , and  especially th a t th ey  have all p rophets in  com m on w ith 
the  M ussulm ans.

T h e  G ip s ie s .  There live in Bokhara som e G ip s i e s ,  w ho  are 
called M asan, Luly or Y utshy; here they  are agriculturists o r  artisans.



N ot being  M ahom edans they  are all together nam ed Kafirs (infidels) 
by th e  natives.

T h e  A fg h a n s .  Som e of th is people live on the A m u D arya 
on the  fron tier of A fghan T urkestan  and  they  also visit B okhara in 
the  capacity of travelling m erchants. T hey  inhabit their ow n serai in 
O ld B okhara , and being fellow believers of the B okhara people 
they  are trea ted  in quite the  sam e m anner as the natives. They 
are easily recognized by  their sharp, m arked m artial appearance, 
grea t aquiline nose, coal black hair and  eyes and their w hite woollen 
caftans and  turbans and yellow  leather-boots.

L a k a y  o r  L a k h e . F o r com pleteness sake m ust still be m en­
tioned L akay or Lakhe. S o u th  of a  place K erkinjuk, south  of 
Karshi, B urnes says a tribe of U sbegs live called Lakay. They live 
m ostly  b y  robbery, and  their w om en  accom pany them  in the fight 
as am azons. W hile staying in V akhan  w here I sough t to  trace rem ­
nants of A vesta people and  their faith, I casually asked m y  attache 
from  B okhara, M irza A bdul K ader, w hether he knew  anyth ing  about 
there being  rem nants of F ire-W orshippers, “A tash-parash t” in  the 
o ther parts  of Bokhara, and  then  he answ ered w ith a certain shud ­
der: “T here  is in the East B okharan  m ountains a tribe called Lakhe, 
they  are exceedingly godless people, no t M ussulm ans, thievish and 
disagreeable. T hey  have small houses w ith altars as here  in Vakhan 
w here candles are lighted, and  on  a fixed day in the  year m en and 
w om en com e together, both  m arried and unm arried, in these  houses, 
the candles are p u t ou t, one after one the m en have their eyes 
bandaged , and  whilst b lindfolded he chooses one of the  w om en 
w ith w hom  he is allow ed to  have sexual intercourse for a certain 
tim e; consequently  som ething like the  so-called R am bangkury in 
T ibet.” T hese statem ents being  confirm ed from  several parts, there 
m ust still live a  sect here of the  so-called “F ire-E xtinguishers” ap ­
pearing  at the youngest A vesta period, w hen  in spite of tradition 
the  holy  fire w as extinguished and  all sort of excesses w ere prac­
tised, a variety  of the A vesta faith w hich is said to  exist also am ong 
the D ushikkurds.

A rm e n ia n s .  A fter the Russians have m ade their entrance in 
Central Asia, som e A rm enians have follow ed in their w ake. The 
small sw arthy fellows in the  sho rt closely bu ttoned  up coat of Per­



sian fo rm  and  the small fur-cap are no t found  in g rea t num bers in 
B okhara , w here they  com e like the  very  few N ogais in the  capa­
city of m erchants, bu t m ostly  they  follow  the  trade of inn-keepers, 
o r  secretly  of panders and  keepers of brothels as in  Russian 
T u rkestan , b u t the latter is, outside N ew  B okhara , difficult for 
them  ow ing  to  the  laws of B okhara w hich are v e ry  severe in th is 
respect.



H O U S E S  A N D  T H E IR  A R R A N G EM E N T

B U IL D IN G  M A T E R IA L  

F U R N IS H IN G  A N D  E M B E L L IS H M E N T  O F  T H E  H O U S E S  

H A R E M S  —  S E R A IS  —  P R IS O N S

T
H E  flat-roofed, unpreten tious tow ns, that are very  like mole-hills, 

in  the  flat oases of Central A sia afford a strange and  sad sighi 
w hen  one com es from  the w ild rom antic and  deep  valleys of 

the  C aucasian m ountains w here th e  stone-built houses are boldly 
do tted  ab o u t on  the steep m oun ta in  slopes so difficult of access, 
o r from  th e  w oody  northern  ridge of the  E lburs chain o n  the Cas­
pian w here the  Persian w ooden  houses w ith their m any balconies 
and  verandas peep  forth like Swiss cottages from  idyllic glades 
am ong  green  beech or dark  olive w oods, o r from  the low  o r sw ampy 
land in  M asenderan w here houses w ith pointed, red  tiled  roofs, 
am ong luxuriant m im osae m ake one  fancy o n e’s self at som e distance 
in Europe.

T he sun  from  a cloudless sum m er sky dazzles o n e’s eyes, and 
ow ing to  the  light th row n back b y  th e  yellow ish g rey  loess of the 
oases, the  tow ns w hich are built of the  sam e soil are n o t easily dis­
covered ; indeed  one hardly sees them , until one runs o n e ’s head 
against their walls. N o r can the  tow n  be seen from  w ithou t when 
su rrounded  b y  large fertile o rchards, and on  o n e’s first visit tc  
C entral A sia the m any trees suggest a w o o d , and  n o t before one 
is inside the  tow n  are the yellow  m ud-boxes, very  like ant-heaps, 
seen d o tted  abou t am ong the trees. F o r even the minarets, manar, 
rarely  reach above the very  high and slender pyram id poplars or 
the  m ighty  elm s and  w alnut trees w hich thrive well in the loess soil 
beside the  irrigation canals. T he oases and  steppes are besides 
extrem ely  flat, so tha t no po in t of van tage can be found  from 
w hich a b ird ’s-eye view  of the  su rround ing  country  can be obtained.



In th e  oases of the  plain only th e  trees or houses nearest can be 
seen  from  the g round , and in early sum m er th e re  is o n  th e  steppes 
no th in g  b u t the w aving g rass , the  m ono tony  of w hich  is only  re­
lieved  b y  som e Kirghiz and  T urkom an y u rts  far aw ay, seem ingly  
a t a distance of 4 miles, b u t in reality of sixteen.

N o  castle from the m iddle age lifts its tow ers and  spires in to  
th e  air from  the peak of a hill, for there are no  hills, an d  if one 
of the  m any  castles rises a little above the houses of the  to w n  or 
th e  village it is generally built on  an artificial hill. T he term  “ to  
ride u p  to  the castle” can therefore rarely be u sed  here . O n e  rides 
on  flat g ro u n d  into the castle w hich is situated on  the level land 
like a toy-fortress on a tab le, and  the conical to w ers  o r bastions 
rarely  rise m uch above the battlem ent of the h igh clay-wall.

T he question  m ight be p u t: B ut the m ountain  fortresses w hich 
occur in  g rea t num bers in the  extensive B okharan m oun ta ins are 
surely  situated  high up in  the m ountains? T here are, indeed , num ­
berless o ld  castles in East B okhara and Pam ir, b u t p ro p e r m ountain  
fortresses are ou t of the question ; the natives have never know n  how  
to  m ake use of the natural conditions of the  coun try  w hen  buil­
d ing  fo rtresses; it was n o t necessary  either, as th ey  on ly  fough t at 
close quarters. T he tow ns w hich have sp rung  up  in the  m ost fer­
tile te rrito ry  in the oases of the  low  coun try  and  in  the  w ide val­
leys of th e  m ountains, w ere later on  su rrounded  by  walls, an d  from  
n e ighbouring  hills or slopes one can look  dow n in to  th e  fortress; 
an d  in the  territories or provinces w here the  inhabitan ts of n o  large 
to w n  w ere able to  build real fortifications, the  castles of th e  old 
princes, w hich represented the inanim ate defence of th e  coun try  o r 
p ro p e rly  speaking of the  prince, w ere  built in th e  m iddle of the 
dom ain  w hich belonged to  him  i. e. the flat bo tto m  of the  valley, 
generally  near the river on  w hich the  artificial irrigation w as depen ­
d en t. (The castle of Kalai V am ar is typical in th is respect). If, by  
chance, there  w ere a h igher stretch  of g round  in the cultivated land 
w here  w ater could easily be g o t, the m aster of the reg ion  often 
selected  such a com m anding situation for his castle, o r he  m ay 
ev en  have raised an artificial hill, b u t p roper m ounta in  fortresses 
w here  provision ing  w as difficult w ere , so  to  speak, never erected, 
ex cep t som e small redoub ts , generally square tow ers (top-khanäh) 
w hich  occur in great num bers, especially in the P am ir valleys b u t 
w here  peop le  only  sough t tem porary  defence against raids. E xcep­
tin g  these  top-khanahs w hich w e often m eet w ith in  th e  m oun ta ins 
o n  terraces difficult of access, there  are only the  fortresses bu ilt by



the S iaposh in V akhan on terraced slopes (See O lufsen: V akhan and 
G aran. L ondon  1904.)

W hen driving th rough  a tow n  or village no th ing  is seen but 
the continual yellow ish g rey  clay-w alls; it is as if one  w ere in a 
ravine of erosion  in the  loess, in a narrow  ditch; for all streets are 
narrow  and  unpaved, and the sides of the ditch, the  clay-houses, 
w hich lean one against the o ther look  as if they  had sho t up  from 
the earth like mole-hills; one should  n o t th ink tha t they  had  been 
built on the soil. If one does n o t enter the  bazar w here  there is 
life and bargaining in the  shops o r passes by the p o nds w here the 
m en com e together to  drink, w ash them selves, gossip and  sm oke 
hookah on  the stone-steps w hich lead dow n to  the  w ater o r take 
tea in the  tea-houses round  the pond , one  m ay very  well drive 
th rough  a w hole tow n w ithout seeing  anyth ing  b u t clay-walls be ­
tw een w hich  the loess dust is w hirled up  in dense clouds. The 
streets are always incredibly narrow , although the high-w heeled car­
riages (arba) of the  natives are rather b road , and if tw o arbas m eet 
each other, it often happens that th e  one cannot proceed, until the 
o ther has been  draw n into a side-street.

W indow s looking upon  the street are n o t seen, bu t a t m ost a 
small trap -doo r covered w ith a w o o d en  shutter or a small hole in 
the  wall so h igh  up  tha t no profane eye is able to  look  through  
it; there are no  balconies, no  verandas; everything look ing  upon 
the street is shut. O nly  low, narrow  doors lead into the  houses, 
and it is often difficult to catch sigh t of them , if a  w om an or an­
o ther rare phenom enon  does n o t appear in  the opening, and  if the 
house belongs to  a w ell-to-do m an , the tw o-leaved gate  is well 
barred. O n ly  the shops of the m erchants, the w orkshops of the 
artisans an d  the m osques are open , b u t the  shops n o t after 2 and 
4  o ’clock in the  afternoon. Then  the  streets are quite em pty ; no 
one b u t a single straggler, a  p o o r street-seller or artisan is still on 
the m ove. In the  open  m osques a small crow d is seen kneeling 
here and  there  on  the  flags, elsew here all life is as it w ere extinct 
except in the  serais, the inns of the  natives, and the tea-houses 
round  the  ponds (havs) w hich are frequented  by  new ly arrived 
caravan peop le  and  gam blers. All have disappeared into their clay- 
caves like m arm ots, and  they  do n o t adm it any  strangers; the B o­
khara m an can say m ore tru ly  than  anybody  else: M y house is my 
castle. H e w ho w ants to  see th e  stirring life in sum m er in  the 
tow ns of the natives w here the m any  coloured dresses and  turbans 
relieve the  d reary  m ono tony  of the  streets, m ust be an early riser;
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fo r th e  hea t and  the b u rn in g  sun  drive the  M ussu lm an  into his 
h o u se  as certainly as it com pels us to  leave it in N o rth  E urope.

A  fly ing visit in a to w n  like B okhara or an y  o th e r large tow n 
d o es  n o t g ive us m uch inform ation as to  the  fitting-up of the  houses 
of the  natives. N o t until one  has lived for a  lo n g  tim e am ong  the 
M ussu lm ans, is one allow ed to  see their life w ith in  doors. T he 
trave lle r sees no th ing  b u t a m aze of conically shaped  m ud-houses 
(hauli) one  placed near o r  above the other, som e w ith  one story, 
o th e rs  w ith  tw o  stories o r w ith  a small square  tow erlike super­
s truc tu re  (balakhanäh) on  th e  flat roof w here p rov isions are kept. 
H e  sees th e  head-pieces of th e  beam s, rough ly  o r n o t a t all hew n, 
p ro tru d in g  from  below  the roof or betw een  the  stories, bunches of 
rice a n d  reeds, w o o d  and  hay  o r fruits w hich are dried  o n  the  roof 
o r  s to red  the re ; for the  g ro u n d  is expensive h ere  as in  E urope. 
H e  sees th e  open  shops (dukhan), small niches o n  b o th  sides of 
th e  co v ered  streets (rhasta), pays a visit to  a serai generally  consi­
sting  of four w ings w ith  m any small room s and  stabling under 
half-roofs for the  cam els of th e  caravans, their d rom edaries, donkeys 
an d  ho rses ; he  looks in to  a m osque w hich he is allow ed to, w hen  
accom pan ied  b y  natives and  the re  is n o t a special sanctuary  o r a 
sa in t’s sepulchral cham ber; and  if the  day  is n o t a bazar-day  w hich it 
is  o n ly  once or tw ice a w eek, there is n o t m uch  to  see for a tra ­
veller p ressed  for time. In the  coun try  one is n ev e r adm itted  to  
p riv a te  houses or yards if o n e ’s gu ide is n o t a native official, and  
it  is advisable to  b ring  a le tter from  the native au thorities; in the 
la tte r case one is alw ays referred  to  the A ksakal (superin tenden t of 
a to w n ) or the  Kasi (judge) in sm aller tow ns or villages or to  the 
B eg  (D istrict G overnor) in th e  larger tow ns. T he O rien tal hosp ita ­
lity , w h ich  o u g h t to  be exercised tow ards M ussulm ans th ro u g h  8 days 
an d  to w ard s  infidels th ro u g h  3  days, is, as a rule, carried  into effect 
n o w h ere  unless in  th e  m oun ta ins and  in rem ote places. B ut it is 
possib le  to  obtain it from  th e  inhabitants by  the  help  of th e  K oran 
an d  th e  B okharan trad ition  w ith  w hich m ost p eop le  fear after all to  
collide. W e w ere practically alw ays furnished w ith  such  le tte rs and  
gu id es, bu t still it h ap p en ed  several tim es w hen  fo r som e reason  
o r  other- I had  neglected th is th a t every th ing  w as closed  against us 
b o th  in  B okhara and  K hiva. If, how ever, the  traveller is in p o s ­
sessio n  of a letter of recom m endation  from  the E m ir, all is th row n 
o p en  to  him . O ne has b u t to  order. C arriages, ho rses , sanctuaries, 
m o sq u es  and  private houses are placed at o n e ’s d isposal, fo o d  and  
fruits are procured , and  y o u  m ay p ay  o r no t, ju s t as y o u  like.



(The native officials seldom  pay  w hen  travelling on service, which 
is a g rea t tax  on the population). O ne w ants to  buy  som ething, 
and  it is b rought, even if several people m ust run abou t a w hole 
day  in o rder to  procure it in the  tow n  o r the neighbourhood ; for 
the guest of the  prince is the g ues t of the w hole country . Thus 
there are, p roperly  speaking, bu t 2 alternatives: to  see no th ing  or 
to  see everything.

T h e  y a r d  in  th e  p a la c e  o f  l l t i -k h a n ^ h  in  th e  to w n  o f  B o k h a ra . (O u r  d w e ll in g  d u r in g  th e  s ta y  in

Old Bokhara.)

B u i ld in g  m a te r ia l ,  h o u s e s  a n d  f a rm s  in  th e  to w n s  a n d  
in  th e  c o u n t r y .  H ere as anyw here else tw o circum stances m ust 
be taken into consideration w hen speaking abou t building material 
in  the level country ; nam ely w hich m aterial can be obtained on the 
spot, and  last n o t least the clim ate w hich sets its m ark upon  man 
and all his belongings m ore indelibly than anything else. Building 
m aterial has always been scarce in these regions, bu t the climate has, 
on  the  o ther hand, assisted the inhabitants in overcom ing these dif­
ficulties. O ne m ay w ander for miles in Central Asia on  the  fertile
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loess in  oases and steppes w ithou t finding a stone, and  w o o d s in the 
E u ropean  sense of the w o rd  do  n o t exist. T rees are seen now here 
b u t in  the  oases, w hich are artificially irrigated, b u t these  trees are 
in m any  cases of vital im portance to  the inhabitants. T hey  are 
nearly  always fruit-trees: aprico t (uruk), m ulberry  (tu t), peaches, 
alm ond, apple (olm a), pear, quince, pom egranate , p lum , cherry, fig 
(andjir) and  w alnuts, and these  fruits are im portan t articles of food  
for th e  inhabitants, b o th  in sum m er w hen  fresh, and  dried  in w in ­
ter. A part from  these the  pyram id poplar, the  com m on  poplar 
and  th e  willow, the latter attain ing an ex trao rd inary  size, are the  
m ost com m on and  g row  everyw here in the  oases in  g rea t quan ti­
ties. F u rthe r the elm w hich affords such excellent shade against 
the  sun . The apricot, w alnut-tree (gigantic specim ens of th e  latter 
are principally m et w ith  in the  m ountains) and  th e  elm  afford good  
tim ber, b u t it is, of course, expensive, and  is the re fo re  em ployed  
to  a  less extent, for instance for carved doors in  m osques, sepul­
chral cham bers, palaces o r in  the houses of rich  people. M ost 
u sed  are the apricot-tree, w hich is very  hard , and  the  w alnut-tree. 
T he elm  is seldom  felled ow ing  to  the shade it affords beside the 
p o n d s  and  the irrigation canals, thus there  rem ains on ly  the  bad  
w illow - and  poplar-w ood w hich m ust be em ployed  for tim ber, and  
even  in  the oases these trees g row  in such slight num bers in p ro ­
p o rtio n  to  the population  th a t any  extensive use  of w o o d  in buil­
d ing  houses is ou t of the  question.

T im bered  houses and  houses of natural stones are therefore no t 
fo u n d  in  the level coun try ,— in the m ountains th e  flat slates w hich 
roll dow n upon  the slopes are m uch u sed— and tim ber is em ployed 
as little as possible. T he build ings are m ade of th e  soil, th e  loess, 
o n  w hich one treads. In d ry  w eather this loess becom es as hard  
as cem ent, b u t in dam p w eather it is like bird-lim e. In a rainy cli­
m ate such  m ud-houses w ould  be destroyed, b u t fo rtunate ly  the  cli­
m ate is very  dry ; b u t if con tinuous to rren ts of rain happen  to  set 
in, the  roofs and  often the  walls of the  houses rain dow n, and  at 
last there  are bu t tw o alternatives: to  be covered w ith  m ud  inside 
the  house, so that one looks like a brick-m aker o r  to  rem ain ou t 
of doors. T he long  sum m er is ho t, dry  and  practically rain less; in 
w inter the tem perature m ay fall to  10° and 20° C en tig rade  below  
zero  in  the  Pam ir valleys, and  then m any natives o ften  d ie of cold 
in th e  houses w hich are badly  or n o t at all h ea ted ; for, as w e 
have seen, fire-w ood is a  very  expensive article.

In larger buildings such as m osques, sepulchral cham bers, huge
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palaces, serais and  so forth, b u rn t bricks (kisht) a re  em ployed , and  
th u s  vaults, walls, tow ers and  m inarets can be p ro d u ced  here w ith ­
o u t w ood , bu t the brick m aterial is too  expensive for com m on 
peop le , so they  are obliged to  conten t them selves w ith  sun-burn t 
bricks and generally w ith  clay as it is, w hich is kep t to g e th er by 
a prim itive frame wall of roughly  hew n willow- o r poplar-trunks. 
C onsequen tly  fram e w ork  is found  everyw here; in the  p o o r  m oun ­

tain kishlaks often no th ing  
b u t the  roo f rests on trunks, 
the walls consist exclusively 
of flat slates cem ented  w ith  
clay. T hus one  canno t do  
quite w ithou t tim ber, b u t 
m ust be con ten t w ith very  
little; eight pop lar planks 
struck dow n in to  the  g ro u n d  
and connected  w ith  th in ­
ner b ranches are often the 
w hole fram e b y  w hich the 
clay-walls an d  roo f of a 
house are kep t together. 
T im ber m u st also be em ­
p loyed  fo r the  supporting  
of the flat roof, b u t here 
a few  rafters are sufficient; 
they  are covered  w ith  rice, 
fagots, reeds, hay  o r mats 
m ade of split durra  straws, 
w ith a layer of m ud  on 
top.

It is th e  construction 
of the  roo f w hich requires 

m ost w ood . In the better class of houses the ceiling often consists 
of th in  barkstripped fagots, jo ined  close toge ther one  beside the 
o ther betw een  the beam s, w hich looks very  well, and  if the re  are 2 
stories (there are never m ore), the  ceiling above is m ade in a sim ilar 
w ay before the clay of the  floor is sm eared across the cover of 
reeds, hay  or mats. This is, how ever, no t alw ays the  case; on the 
first floor one often walks u p o n  an unsafe g ro u n d  of rice, m ats and 
clay. The E uropean w ith his thick-soled boots and  boo t-hee ls easily 
steps th ro u g h  such a rickety ceiling w hereas the  M ussu lm an  w hose



boo ts are m ore like a so rt of soft leather stockings w ithou t heels, 
can very  w ell walk here w ithou t do ing  any mischief, as he leaves 
his iron -bound  w ooden  shoes at th e  door on entering the house. 
In a few  palaces in Bokhara, such  as Ilti-khaneh (H ouse of the 
Foreigners) w here the  Em ir lodges his foreign guests, in the  houses 
of the  rich Jew s, Isak ben 
G hasof and  A ron  ben G has- 
of, in B okhara and  in the 
houses of a few  rich m er­
chants, in m osques and 
houses of p rayer w ooden  
ceilings are seen, often 
adorned  b y  carvings in P er­
sian style and  painted in 
bright co lo u rs , especially 
green and  red and gilt.
Som e ceilings in m osque- 
verandas and  the ceiling in 
the palace of Ilti-khaneh 
are beautiful specim ens in 
this respect. The beam s 
are always visible below  the 
ceiling; they  are often car­
ved, so  tha t they  hang  dow n 
below  this like soffits, and 
the ceiling itself consisting 
of carved and  painted w oo ­
den boards, each of w hich 
has its ow n pattern , is set 
in betw een  the beam s.
Such ceilings in a house 
are, how ever, looked upon  
as an  ex traord inary  luxury.

W ith small needs the 
sim ple M ussulm an m ay do w ith v e ry  little tim ber for his fram e w ork 
and his roof. In m ore rainy reg ions such as, for instance, in parts 
of K arategin the flat roofs of the low  houses in the villages are often 
so covered w ith grass and plants as to  be m ore like caves in a loess 
slope than  built frame houses.

A part from  the roof and the fram e w ork  in  the  walls he is only 
in w an t of tim ber for his d oo r and  a single shutter and  for the
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pillars o n  w hich is su p p o rted  the  veranda (aivan o r aivän) indis­
pensab le  to  the  A siatic; its ceiling m ay be m ade of mats, reeds 
a n d  clay or of w ood , accord ing  to  his m eans.

T h e  veranda is indispensable here w hen  one  w an ts to  take 
a little air in the  h ea t of the  sum m er sun, for th e  inner room s 
of the  dw elling of the o rd inary  m an have generally  as few  openings 
as  possible so tha t the  g o o d s  and  especially the  w om en  m ay be 
w ell h idden . In the coun try  in  lonely farms an d  h ouses the  flat 
roo f is a  favourite reso rt in w in ter during  sunsh ine; for it is then 
cold  in  the  room s w here fire-w ood m ust be spared , b u t in sum m er 
it is to o  h o t to  stay  here . In the tow ns, how ever, one  cannot 
w alk  on  the  roofs w ithou t further cerem ony; fo r from  here  one
m ay  lo o k  dow n into th e  y ards of the neighbours and  see their
w om en . O ne day  in  B okhara, therefore, all ou r se rvan ts and  the 
neighbours w ere struck aghast a t m y w alking a b o u t on  the  roof 
of th e  palace of Ilti-khaneh; and  th ey  sh o u ted  at th e  to p  of their 
voices th a t I ough t to  com e dow n. Before the  sn o w  in  w in ter is 
sw ep t o r shovelled aw ay from  the roofs o r before fruits a. s. o. are 
sp read  o u t on  them  to  be dried  in autum n, the  K asi of th e  tow n  
m akes know n by  m eans of public criers runn ing  ab o u t the  w hole 
tow n  th a t such an event is ab o u t to  take place, in  o rder th a t the 
fem ale persons m ay hide o r know  th a t the  dense horsehair-veil (chas- 
band) m ust also be w orn  in  th e  yards.

F o r  th is reason the verandas have to  be situated  in  th e  yards, 
an d  if now  and  then  a sm all veranda looks u p o n  a s tree t in a 
tow n , it is only used  by th e  m en, and  in the  co u n try  if it can be 
seen  from  the road, a  dense lattice of reeds o r sm all fagots is pu t 
up  in  fron t of it, that the w om en  m ay look  ou t from  here  w ithou t 
be ing  seen  them selves.

E ven in  the  w indow s or, to  p u t it m ore exactly, the  trap-doors 
w hich are placed high up o n  the  walls, tim ber is generally  n o t used 
fo r the  lattice-work, bu t the  w hole is cast in p laster in the  sam e 
style as is seen in India in  sandstone, m arble etc.

S tones for the foundation  of buildings or for co lum ns o r o ther
o rnam ents of the houses are, as a rule, n o t seen ; fo r in the  level
coun try  they  m ust be  carried from  afar, from  the m ounta ins, w here 
stones, fit for buildings, are n o t always com m on, and  as the  clay 
ho lds its ow n well in the  d ry  climate, w ork  becom es m o re  easy 
w hen  using  this. S tone is on ly  em ployed  for th e  tom b-stones 
(kabr o r sarkhanäh) of w ell-to-do people, m ostly  m arb le o r a g ree ­
n ish species of stone, easily hew n, and  sandstone. It w as conse-
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qu en tly  an enorm ous luxury  w hen T im ur used  m arble flags for the  
stairs of his m osque, S hah  Z indeh, in S am arkand, a luxury  w hich 
w as  n o  doub t in troduced  by  Indian artisans. T here  are still som e 
flags extant, and the m ullahs alw ays call the a tten tion  of the visi­

to rs  to  them . In a few 
places in  B okhara cut 
sandstones form  the 
foo t of th e  pillars of 
the  veranda. E lse­
w here  the  sandstone 
is u sed  for m ill-stones; 
w hen  w o rn  o u t the 
m ill-stone is p laced as 
a lid over the  well, 
and  a w o o d en  s to p ­
p ing  is p u t into the 
hole to  p rev en t the 
w ate r from  pollu tion  or 
to o  g rea t evaporation.

T h e  size of houses 
and  y a rd  varies, of 
course, according to  
the  m eans and needs 
of th e  p roprie to r, and 
the sty le of bu ild ing  
in houses and farms 
in th e  co u n try  differs 
som ew hat from  tha t 
of th e  tow n , especial­
ly because the houses 
in th e  coun try  have

P a in te d  s tu c c o  a t  th e  p a la c e  o f K a ri in  th e  to w n  o t  B o k h a ra .  ^  be built ГПОГе S O “

lidly in o rder to  be
able to  stand alone, w hereas in the tow ns the  style m ay be lighter 
w here  the  one leans against the  other.

T he size varies from  a small square m ud-box d iv ided  into a few  
ro o m s to  a large farm w ith  four connected w ings, an d  perhaps 
w ith  tw o  stories o r on ly  here and  there w ith a so rt of u p p er story 
consisting  of a tow erlike house, later built on  the  roofs and  used  
as sto re-room . E veryw here they  strive to  p rocure  a y ard  cu t off 
from  th e  su rroundings and  enclosed by  four attached  w ings w here



the  fam ily m ay w alk abou t w ithou t hindrance w hen the only gate 
of the  yard  is barred; this gate  is, generally in tow ns and always 
in the  country , the only hole th rough  w hich it is possible to  slip 
in. Especially the farms in the country  w hich m ay be com pared 
to  D anish  estates and 
farm s of landed  pro ­
prietors o r yeom en, 
are real strongholds 
entirely su rrounded  by 
clay-walls, several m e­
tres high, w here there 
is b u t one strong  
w o o d en  gate that can 
be barricaded from 
w ithin.

B ut in speaking 
of the  small clay-box 
of the  p o o r m an or 
larger houses in the 
tow ns or in the coun ­
try  w ith  m any or few 
w ings, a small yard  
alw ays belongs to  the 
house, su rrounded  by 
a clay-wall h igher than 
a m a n ’s height, w here 
the w om en can walk 
abou t unveiled.

W hen a m an sett­
les on  his piece of 
g ro u n d  in the  coun-

try, he generally be P a i i r le d  s tu c c o  a i  t h e  p a la c e  o f K a ri in  th e  to w n  o f B o k h a ra .

gins by  fencing in a 
yard  w ith a high, thick
clay-wall, and  in the m eantim e he lodges his fam ily in  a house or 
ten t of m ats, if he cannot lodge them  w ith his nearest relations, 
for only  the latter are allow ed to  see the w om en (khatun and kys 
=  w ives and  girls) unveiled. W hen the m ud-wall has been com ­
p le ted  and  the gate fitted in, he begins to  build houses inside the 
wall, and, num ber and  arrangem ent being regulated b y  his needs, 
he  erects them  all round  the inner side of the wall w hich is the



m ore  easily d o n e  as he can spare the back w alls here and  m ake 
the roofs for houses and  veranda by  inserting tru n k s  of trees in to  
th e  yard-w all; these  trunks are sup p o rted  on  som e posts  struck 
dow n  into the g round . In the  coun try  w hen  o n e  approaches such 
a gigantic yard-w all (deval or deväl) w ith  a large en trance gate, 
im agining tha t a very  rich m an lives in the large dw ellings w ithin, 
o n e ’s d isappoin tm ent is often very  grea t; for in m any  cases there 
are on ly  a few small houses w ithin the wall w ith  verandas leaning 
against the  huge fortress wall and  apart from  these no th in g  b u t an 
em p ty  court-yard.

T h e  gardens (bag o r bägtshe), a t any  rate the  m ore considerable, 
w hich in the larger tow ns are, com paratively  speaking , alm ost as 
rare as in  our tow ns, are bo th  here and  in  the  co u n try  su rrounded  
w ith  clay-walls, as far as possible built so  h igh  th a t no  one can 
clim b over them ; thus th e  fam ily cannot be obse rv ed  from  w ithout, 
and  the access of th ieves is im peded. C hancing  to  catch a b ird ’s- 
eye view  of som e villages of C entral Asia, for instance from  a high 
m inaret, the g round  looks as if it w ere d o tted  o v er w ith  square 
clay-basins (the yard- or garden-w all) from  w hich th e  to p s  of the 
g reen  trees rise like flow ers in  a vase.

T h e  clay for the  building, the  yard- and  garden-w all is taken 
from  the spo t; it is kneaded  together w ith an  im plem ent som e­
th in g  betw een  a shovel and  a pick, a  kind of large hoe, w hich is 
o n e  of the  principal agricultural im plem ents of the  natives. T he 
clay is m ixed w ith chaff, to  m ake it m ore b inding. W ith the  hands 
it is form ed like a d o u g h  into large lum ps and  h an d ed  to  the 
w all bu ilder o r th row n u p  to  him , if he  has g o t h igher up  on 
th e  walls of the  inner room s. B y degrees the  w all bu ilder fits 
them  in to  their places sm oo th ing  them  w ith his hands o r w ith an 
iron  instrum ent. W hen the  w all is so h igh th a t th e  soft clay can­
n o t bear its ow n w eight any  longer, the w ork  is s to p p ed  for tha t 
day . T he sun  and  the dry  air, how ever, stiffens th e  wall so  m uch 
after a  little w hile tha t one  is able to  stand upon  it an d  then  the buil­
d ing  is continued as described  above. In yard- and  garden-w alls 
no  fram e w ork is u se d ; th ey  are therefore m ade v e ry  th ic k ; shortly  
after th ey  have been  built large cracks appear, b u t th is does no t 
m atter; la ter on the  crack is filled w ith a little w e t loess and  the 
wall is sm oothed  over.

In the  bazar w e often saw  the native m erchants them selves 
repairing  their houses, for instance, erecting a new  w all in  their 
shop , if the neighbour had  p u t his elbow  o r leg  th ro u g h , w hich is
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easily done  w ithou t any  exertion of strength . T hey  sim ply mix 
u p  som e of the loess from  the unpaved  street, and  then  build up 
th e  w all w ith their hands.

If such clay-walls (deväl), especially yard- and  garden-w alls in  
th e  coun try  and ro und  the gardens of the palaces, are to  resist to  
som e ex ten t attacks from  w ithout, they  m ust as no ticed  above be 
v e ry  th ick. Walls of the th ickness of one m etre a re  therefore often 
fo u n d  ro u n d  th e  gardens of the  palaces and the gardens an d  court­
ya rd s  of m ore w ell-to-do farm ers. W ith their o rnam ents and  conical 
clay-colum ns they  look  very  im posing, for at som e distance the 
yellow ish g rey  loess is v ery  like sandstone, b u t o n  closer inspection 
one  discovers that it w ou ld  n o t be difficult to  m ake a breach  in 
the  w all by  m eans of a beam .

T he large tow n-w alls (tshim) generally consist of no th ing  b u t 
m ud , on ly  w here neighbouring  m ountain  slopes have y ie lded  m a­
terial of b roken m ountain  species, th is m aterial is used  for the 
foundations. In m any old  castles (kala or kurgan) in  th e  m oun ­
tain b o th  walls, buildings and  tow ers up to a he igh t of several 
m etres are fram ed of flat pieces of slate o r gneiss p iled u p  and 
then  cem ented  w ith clay, because the  stones are here m ore easily 
p rocu red  than the large quantities of clay required  fo r such a struc­
tu re. T o  strengthen the walls a course of stones and  a course of 
fascines continually alternate, the  latter every  second  tim e crossw ise 
an d  every  second time lengthw ise, and  the h igher tow ers are sup ­
p o rted  on  a frame of s tro n g  jo ined  beam s. T he appearance, form  
and  m aterial of the  castles is in  exact accordance w ith  th e  territory  
and  the  material a t hand . In a flat, fertile oasis in  the  level coun ­
try  w here the sm ooth  form s do  n o t p resen t any  sharp  transitions, 
w e see a sm ooth clay-tshim  w ith  rounded  and  gen tly  tu rn ed  bastions 
and  tow ers or a castle built in the  sam e style w ith cylindrical tow ers 
because the clay stands its ow n best in th is w ay. In a w ild m o u n ­
tain valley w here there are slopes, ravines and  sto n y  sharp  form a­
tions, the  castles bear th e  sam e character. W alls and  tow ers have 
sharp  outlines, the latter are alw ays square because the  s tone m ate­
rial is best adapted  to  th is style of building.

T he gates in the  larger buildings in the co u n try  and  in the 
tow ns, in m osques, serais and  palaces m ay be exceedingly  large 
and  solid. T hey consist of tw o leaves, each leaf in  th e  official 
buildings and  houses of w ell-to-do people som etim es consisting  of 
one single piece of aprico t o r w alnut w ood  and  often  beautifully 
carved in Persian style or pain ted  in bright colours o r  bo th . M ost



frequently , how ever, the leaf of the  gate consists of 3 panels, one 
larger central panel and  tw o sm aller above and below , or of three 
sm aller, all m ade of poplar o r w illow  w o o d l). Especially in form er 
days, in the eleventh, tw elfth and  fourteenth  centuries w ood-carving 
flourished in B okhara; the style m et w ith everyw here is the Saracen 
o r Persian  w hereas Chinese influence cannot be traced. T he leaves 
hang  in solid hinges on the posts, and the hinges extending  right 
across the gate are often of beautifully w rough t iron. T hey  are 
fastened to  the gate w ith heavy  nails w hose heads consist of a 
cup, often of the sam e size as a hollow  hand ; the convex side 
tu rn s  outw ards. These very  decorative large nails are often placed 
in lo n g  row s on  the gate as an  ornam ent also ou tside the hinges. 
Red indented  w oollen cloth is always seen under the m ounting  of 
the  h inges and  the heads of the  nails, and bo th  nails and hinges 
are som etim es decorated  w ith patterns form ed of silver threads 
ham m ered  into the iron (Dernisk-ish, D am ask w ork) in the same 
w ay as blades of sw ords and  knives.

T he gate is barred from  w ithin w ith a beam  placed in iron 
clam ps, and  from  w ithout, if the  male m em bers of the  family or 
the  w hole fam ily are n o t in, w ith  a padlock generally found  in an 
iron chain a t the to p  of the gate. T he padlock, w hether larger or 
small, always consists of a p ipe w ith a handle, and the key resem ­
b ling the key  of a yale lock is p u t in to  the end  of the  pipe.

T he p o o r m an in the tow n  or in the coun try  w ho has no gate, 
m ust be conten t w ith a double d o o r w ith a padlock at the top  as 
in  the  gate or only one single narrow  and low  d o o r that is shut 
w ith  a prim itive w ooden  lock. T he latter consists of a hole in the 
m ud-w all at the side of the  d o o r th rough  w hich he pu ts his hand 
and  turns an artificially form ed piece of w o o d  into som e osier-straps 
on the  innerside of the door. Prim itive as this fastening is, w e 
could  n o t always find ou t how  to  open the door, for each man 
has his ow n w ay of locking.

T he entrance to  the larger houses w ith several w ings in the 
tow n  and  the country  is n o t directly from the gate or the door 
into the court-yard, b u t th ro u g h  som e room s w ith m ats laid here 
and  there upon  the floor w here the servants of the house live. If, 
nam ely, the  house has several w ings, the servants always reside in 
the w ing  w here the  gate is to  act as a sort of guard  at the gate.

l )  S e e  M a r t i n :  T h ü r e n  a u s  T u r k e s t a n  a n d  O . O l u f s e n :  O ld  a n d  N e w  A r c h i t e c t u r e  in  
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In  the  w ing opposite  to  the  gate dwells the  m aster of the house 
w ith  his family; corn  and  o ther sto re-room s b e in g  in  one and sta ­
bles in  another w ing. T he stables for horses, donkeys, camels, cows, 
sheep  and  goats are b o th  in sum m er and  w in ter often no th ing  bu t 
a  pen t-roof w ith m angers leaning against th e  o u te r  wall b y  w hich 
th e  w ings are replaced.

W hether there are m ore or less w ings, one  alw ays feels in the  
y a rd , as if one w ere stand ing  betw eeen 4  v erandas built together. 
T he dw ellings of the  m aster of the house and  his servants are 
alw ays furnished w ith  verandas, those of the  la tter are only  m ore 
sim ple, and the pent-roofs of the cattle are, indeed , som eth ing  of 
th e  sam e kind. A d d  to  th is that there  are pen t-roofs o r verandas 
bu ilt of m ats nearly everyw here along the wall o r  the  store-w ing;
fo r it is convenient to  p u t up a riding-horse o r cam el or o ther
anim al w hich has to  sta rt again soon  after in such  a place, o r  
peop le  of passing caravans w ho are n o t allow ed in to  the inner 
ro o m s m ay rest here in the shade. C oolness and  shade are as 
necessary  here as food  and  drink. W hen peop le  are obliged to  go  
o u t in  the  w orst hea t of th e  sun, they  are often seen  runn ing  into  
th e  shade again, just as w e in D enm ark  seek shelter from  a heavy 
show er.

It ought to  be observed  tha t dunghills never- occur in  the  court­
y a rd . T he m anure from  th e  cattle is carried o n  osier hand-barrow s
ou tside the  wall w here it rem ains till in the course of years it form s 
real m ountains leaning against the  wall; for the  M ussulm an neither 
m anures his field no r his garden , the loess is fertile enough  to  call 
fo rth  rice, durra, luzerna, corn, tobacco, sesam  etc., if it is only 
w atered  sufficiently.

All round  along  th e  fron ts of the  w ings there  are nearly  always, 
a t any  rate along  the  inhabited  w ings, h igher o r low er m ud-built 
p latform s or w ith w ell-to-do people flagged brick  platform s at the 
foo t of the verandas, up  to  w hich there are stairs form ed in 
th e  clay or constructed of bricks. O n these platform s at the  
fo o t of the  veranda th e  inhabitants pass the  g rea ter p a rt of their 
tim e. H ere they  take the ir meals and  their tea, res t on  carpets and  
m ats; the  infants lie here in the  shade in their sm all beds, w ooden  
cases painted  in  brigh t colours that stand on  fou r legs and  across 
w hich  there are 2  w o o d en  straps in w hich th ey  m ay  be carried, 
an d  a cloth m ay also b e  laid over them  to  shelter th e  infant from  
w ind  and  a to o  strong  light. N ew ly arrived gu es ts  have their pillau 
served  here in large tinned  copper-d ishes, sm oke th e  w ater-p ipe



(chillem) th a t passes 
from  m ou th  to  m outh, 
o r discuss w ith  the 
host. In the sum m er 
nights th e  m en often 
sleep on  the platform s 
either on  a few car­
pets o n  the bare clay 
in the ir clo thes, or 
w ith the  m ore well- 
t o - d o  peop le  on a 
fram e of boards tha t 
is v e ry  like an  airer 
or clo thes-horse and 
b y  w hich the bed is 
replaced. W hen this 
fram e is m eant to  be 
used as a bed, a net, 
instead  of boards, is 
often stretched  across 
it, and  then  such a 
bed  is as g o o d  as 
the E uropean . T he 
fram e w ith  a bo ttom  
of bo ard s is m uch 
used  as a piece of fur­
n itu re on  w hich car­
pets are spread . It is 
placed in court-yards, 
on  platform s, in tea ­
houses etc., and  here 
the natives are seen 
sitting  d o se  together, 
tak ing  their meals, ea­
ting  a m elon  or taking
tea Such  a m otley  C o m m o n  B o k lin ra n  fo ld in g - d o o r  o f р о р ід г  w o o s l.

dressed  g ro u p  of M us- (Nat' Mus' (n о ы ^  coii«tum.>

sulm ans lo o k  excee­
dingly  funny . In a m arket-place w here there are m any of these 
fram es, the g roups are n o t unlike collections of figures of con­
fectionery  on a table. B esides the  platform s along  the w ings there



is often in the  m iddle of the court-yard  a circular clay- o r brick- 
p la tform ; it is found  in  the yards of the U sbegs, especially the  
half-nom ads. A t first sigh t it resem bles a h o rse -w ay  in a  th ra ­
sh ing -m ach ine , b u t is in tended  for p itching th e  ro u n d  felt ten t 
(kara-oi) w here the U sbeg, being  originally a nom ad , is fond  of 
living instead of in  th e  house  w hich is to o  close for him . W hen 
the re  is no  tent, the  p la tform  is used  to  sit upon , o r saddles and 
harness are p laced the re  w hen  the loess is to o  soft o r  to o  dusty. 
A s on the platform s at th e  fo o t of the verandas a sm all low  house 
of plaster, clay o r b rick  is often built here . It looks like a pi­
geon - o r fow l-house having  m any holes like the  p ig eo n -h o u se , 
b u t it is in tended  to  receive tea-pots, jugs, sam ovar (the original 
A siatic sam ovar has th e  sam e form  as a com m on  tea-jug) and 
vessels, so tha t the  latter can soon  be p roduced  for the  ind ispens­
able tea.

W ell-to-do peop le  spend  m uch on the  o rnam en ta tion  of the 
verandas, their favourite resort. T he colum ns are  decorated  w ith 
beautifu l carvings or pain ted  in  bright colours, an d  the ceiling is 
fo rm ed  of carved and  pain ted  w ooden  boards w hich  betw een  
th e  beam s are cut o u t like soffits b y  w hich th e  ceiling of the  
v e randa  is supported . Beautiful verandas of th is k ind  are often  
seen  in the palaces of the  Em ir of Bokhara. A p art from  th e  ve­
randa  of the  p oo r m an w here the  colum ns often  consist of n o th ­
ing  bu t unhew n pop lar branches, there are tw o  w ell-m arked types 
of colum ns, viz. tha t w hich m ay be called th e  K hivinian colum n 
because m ost com m on in Khiva, and  the  T u rkestan  colum n, m ost 
com m on in Bokhara and  T urkestan. T he K hivinian colum n is 
ligh t and  slender in form  and devoid  of capital, being  tenoned  
d irectly in to  the  beam s above. Below  it is ro u n d e d , and  at the 
end  there is a tap  like th e  stem  of a plum . This tap  is su rrounded  
b y  an iron-ring resting o n  a pyram idical foundation  of sandstone. 
B o th  the  low er part of th e  colum n and the foundation  are often 
decorated  w ith very  fine carvings and  sculpture. This form  of a 
colum n is exactly copied  in  the  glazed tiles on  T im ur’s m osque in 
S am arkand, Shah Z indeh  (The Living King).

T he form  of the  T urkestan  colum n differs w idely  from  this. As 
a rule there is no  foundation , b u t the po lygonal shaft rests on  the 
beam  in the clay-platform  o r on  its flags. A bove it ends in a cu ­
riously  po in ted  capital w hose tap  i§ inserted  in a ho le in the beam s 
of the  ceiling, so tha t the  firm ness of the colum n is secured  by  the  
w eight of the roof, alone. T he capital is carved in th e  form  of a



E uropean  church spire, and  from  its roof hang carved stalactites. 
T he colum n is generally pain ted  in red , w hite, g reen  and blue. 
Beautiful specim ens are found  in the  m osque of B aha-eddin near 
B okhara and in several m osques and  m erchants’ houses.

T he side of the house w hich form s the back of the veranda 
(aivän) is w ith the less w ell-to-do no th ing  b u t a sim ple mud-wall 
generally  no t even sm oothed, b u t in the m osques, palaces and  great

Y a rd - f ro n t  in  th e  i n te r io r  o f th e  p a la c e  o f S h e h r b e d e n  n e a r  th e  to w n  o f B o k h a ra . 

(W o o d  a n d  s tu c c o  in  v a r io u s  c o lo u rs .)

m erchan ts’ houses it is often decorated  w ith stucco-w ork painted in 
different colours or gilt, or less often covered all over with glazed 
tiles (kashi). Below  the veranda the stucco-w ork is nam ely less ex­
posed  to  w eather and  w ind than  it w ould  be on the o ther sides of 
the  house.

T he decoration of the houses like the material is dependent upon 
the natural conditions of the country . As w ood  is so little used in 
the  houses, it is no w onder th a t in doors, ceiling and colum ns it 
is specially decorated. C arving has flourished in Central Asia from 
tim e im m em orial. W e know  from  the C hinese annals that at the
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tim e of C hrist there w ere tem ples w ith  m agnificently carved  d o o rs  
and  colum ns in C entral Asia. E ven the nom ads w ere fond  of car­
v ing  w ood-w ork  in the  ten ts, and  even now  w e see a few  K irghiz 
tribes adorn  their felt ten ts  w ith  carved w o o d en  doors. T he latter 
are seen w ith the T urkom ans in M erv instead of a carpet hang ing  
dow n  before the entrance, w hich is the original w ay  of shu tting  th e  
te n t and  still m ost in use. T he old P arth ians possib ly  had  carved  
w o o d en  ten t-doors as have their presum able descendan ts, the T u rko ­

m ans.
T o  decorate the clay it had  first to  be b u rn ed  and  p ressed  into 

figures o r to  be pain ted  and  glazed, for it w as n o t m uch use to 
pa in t the fragile walls of the m ud-house. Tiles p ressed  in to  patterns 
and  glazed tiles are, of course, expensive and  the re fo re  on ly  found  
in th e  houses of rich private people, b u t th ey  are v e ry  com m on in 
m osques and sepulchral cham bers. In B okhara n u m ero u s  m osques 
and  m edresses from  the 15 th  and 17th centuries d isp lay  very  b eau ­
tiful g lazed tile fronts.

B u t in general m ajolica is to o  expensive. P eop le  som etim es 
insert an  edging of a few  glazed tiles here and  the re  in  th e  wall 
in the  veranda, elsew here th ey  m ust be co n ten t w ith  stucco-w ork, 
pa in ted  o r unpainted, a sm oo th  plastered wall, or, as a  rule, no th ing  
a t all b u t the clay-wall.

In the  larger houses w ith  several w ings in th e  co u n try  and  in 
the  tow ns there are in the walls below  the co n tin u o u s verandas 
m any  doors, one beside th e  o ther i. e. they  look  like doors, all of 
them  being  shu t w ith tw o-leaved shutters o f the  sam e size as the 
d o o r  opposite to  the  stairs w hich  lead up  to  the  clay-platform . T hey  
are n o t, how ever, used  as doors, a lthough one m igh t as well en ter 
the  room  b y  them  as b y  the  p ro p er door. T hey  are to  be consi­
dered  as a kind of w indow s (w ithout glass), w hich are opened  to  
p rocu re  fresh air. S tand ing  below  the veranda it is alm ost im pos­
sible for a E uropean  to  see w hich of these en trances is the door, 
b u t the natives canno t help  laughing  w hen  one  en ters b y  the  w ro n g  
one. T hus at B okhara I h appened  to  enter the h o u se  of the prim e 
m inister (Divam begi) of th e  Em ir by  the w indow  w hich, of course, 
gave his courtiers an extra treat, and even the old, serious D ivam ­
begi had  to  m ake a g rea t effort n o t to  bu rst o u t laughing, for a  
dignified deportm en t is v e ry  highly esteem ed b y  B okhara people. 
O v e r these num erous doo rs  o r w indow s are the po in ted  trap-holes 
h igh  up  in the wall. T heir lattice is generally  plaster, m ore rarely  
of w ood . In w inter oiled paper is often pasted  across the  lattice.



W e have now  practically done w ith the  decorations in the 
houses of the  natives, nam ely carving and painting on  the columns, 
ceilings, doors, the  stucco-w ork  and the glazed or pressed tiles. 
A dd to  th is the solid carpets on the  floors w ith their som ew hat 
m o n o to n o u s  patterns, and , p roperly  speaking, w e have nam ed all 
the m eans of decoration. A fitting-up, such as is found  in E uro­
pean  houses, does n o t exist here, neither ou tside n o r inside the 
houses. All brass jugs, copper and brass dishes, vessels, w eapons 
etc. are n o t set up  for decoration . Everything tha t is no t w anted 
for in stan t use is kep t in  locked  up  chests in a special room  w hose 
key  is kep t by  the m aster of th e  house. T he rem aining decoration 
is, literally speaking, part of th e  house, there being  practically no ­
th ing  w hich a thief can run  aw ay w ith besides the  carpets on the 
floor. T here is, so to  speak, no furniture, w ith the  well-to-do 
no th ing  b u t a small table, a b o u t half a foot high, on w hich tea 
and  confectionery  is p laced on  very  solem n occasions. T hey He 
on  the  carpets, eat the w arm  pillau w ith  their fingers sitting on 
the g ro u n d  round  the com m on dish and sleep on the  carpets in 
their clothes, or at m ost th ey  m ake a so rt of bed of several b lan ­
kets, especially quilted blankets, one  above the o ther w ith a roll 
for pillow.

O n  en tering  a Bokharan ho u se  anxious to  see som eth ing  rem ar­
kable, it generally falls very  sh o rt of o n e ’s expectations. W ith the 
p o o r m an one is in an em pty  room  w ith four naked  clay-walls; on
the floor, w hich consists of bea ten  clay, there are som e m ats on
w hich are spread a few carpets, and  on the  carpet the re  m ay be
a brass o r copper m ug, an earthen  ju g  o r w ooden  vessel. W ith the
m ore w ell-to-do the w hole floor is perhaps laid w ith  m ats and  car­
peted , th e  walls are plastered, and  here  is one po in ted  niche beside 
the o ther w ith an off-set for shelf. T he ceiling is som etim es of 
carved and  painted w ood  o r  consists of bark-stripped w hite fagots, 
b u t ap a rt from  th is there  is abso lu tely  no th ing  w orth  seeing. The 
first tim e one pays a visit to  a M ussulm an, one th inks, of course, 
tha t th e y  have taken one into a special room  of recep tion  for stran­
gers , and  th a t in his o ther room s are kep t h idden  treasures, bu t 
on  becom ing  m ore closely acquain ted  w ith the  m aster of the  house 
and being  allow ed to  go  all over his house, of course, after his 
w om en  have been  sent aw ay, one finds o u t tha t the re  is nothing 
in th e  o ther room s either. A t m ost mats, carpets and  plastered 
niches. Sm all doo rs  lead from  one room  into  the other, corridors 
are unknow n. T he w an t of co rridors dates back as far as the be­



g inn ing  of the C hristian  era. T hey  are n o t fo u n d , either, in  the 
old A rabian build ings in  M esopo tam ia of w hose  arch itecture one is 
rem inded  everyw here in  C entral Asia. O n e  of the  inner room s is 
th e  w om en’s room , the  m ystic harem , often n o th in g  b u t an em pty  
carpeted  room , b u t as will be seen , it is also often  arranged  in a 
m ore interesting w ay  w ith  the w ell-to-do M ussulm an.

T he harem  (haram ) is no  com m on th ing, in so  far as is m eant 
a  room  w here fair O rienta l w om en are h idden . A  m an rarely  has 
m ore  than  one wife, sim ply because it is to o  expensive to  have 
m ore, and  n o  one bu t th e  Emir, his legitim ate sons (princes, Turra) 
by  one  of his 4  legitim ate w ives, w hom  the M ussu lm an  is allow ed 
to  have, the h igher officials, the  Begs (G overnors) and  a few  richer 
m erchants keep a harem . A nd even m ost of th e se  have b u t 2 and  
3 w ives and a few fem ale slaves. T he E m ir has 130, his son, the 
heir apparen t (Turradjan) tw enty  odd , a few  B egs in B okhara be­
tw een  10 and 15 w om en  at their disposal.

T he ord inary  M ussulm an w ho has m ore than  one  wife, gene-, 
rally has an em pty, carpeted  room  for each of his w ives and  their 
children, and the first ro o m  one enters is the  m e n ’s and  their gu es ts’ 
room . W ith those w ho have m any w ives and  fem ale slaves it w ould  
b e v e ry  expensive to  have a room  o r a house  fo r  each of them , 
and  then  only the favourite wife o r th e  favourite  w ives have their 
special room s o r houses; th e  o thers are lodged  in  w hat is actually 
m eant by  harem  o r haram . (It is here generally  called enderun  or 
en d ru n ) ').

B u t w e will first take a look  at the  o ther ro o m s w hose  num ber 
and  fitting-up depends u p o n  the m eans of the  inhab itan t. T hey are 
as sta ted  above com pletely devoid  of furniture o r  o th e r o rnam ents 
th an  those  fastened to  walls and  ceilings. All the  m ovable p roperty  
is either in the hearth-room  (kitchen), such, as dom estic  utensils, o r 
in  th e  treasury  (lum ber-room ), the small locked ro o m ,, w hose key  
is kep t b y  the m aster of the  house  himself. H ere  are clothes, 
jew els, stuffs, finer dom estic utensils such as brass d ishes and  jugs 
etc., n o t used every day, saddles, harness and w eapons, e ither packed 
in  locked chests or sp read  o n  the  floor. F rom  here  the th ings are 
taken  o u t to  be used and  then  again p u t by.

U nder the Russian dom inion  the Em ir of B okhara and  his higher 
officials receive m any presen ts from  the E u ropeans w h o  pay  visits
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to  them . T hus w e had b rough t with us m any p resen ts for the 
prim e m inister of the Emir, w ho was very kind to  us. These p re ­
sen ts w ere different E uropean  th ings in tended  for the decoration 
of room s, but toge ther w ith all the lum ber they  w ere packed 
in to  the treasury. "1 will go  there now  and then , take ou t the 
th ings and look at them , and then I will pu t them  by again" , said 
the D ivam begi.

T he poor man w ho has no treasury , bu t only  a few room s of 
w hich the iron t one is the m en ’s room  and that beh ind  both  hearth- 
room  and w om en 's room , keeps every  thing in the  hearth-room  or 
in the small tow erlike room  on the root.

In larger dw ellings in the richer tow ns of the  oases the w ant 
of furn itu re , especially cu p b o a rd s, seem s to  have been  felt. In 
m any places the large po in ted  niches in the w alls have, nam ely, 
been divided into m any small niches of plaster w ith  she lves, on
which china, glasses and jugs, that are often u sed , can be placed.
T hese niches or small cupboards w ithout doo rs  are often finely 
decorated  w ith stucco-w ork and  painting and m ake the room  seem  
less em pty  than w ould o therw ise be the case.

T he room s oi the natives in the larger houses w ith their m any 
d o o rs  and w indow s alw ays facing the north  are rem arkable for 
being pleasantly cool and airy. W ith the less w ell-to -do  w ho can­
not afford such a luxury, there  is generally no th ing  bu t the en ­
trance door, and perhaps a shu tter w hich can be op en ed  on  the 
first floor. W hen there is bu t one story, one m ust, as a rule, put 
up w ith a square hole in the ceiling above w hich is built a small
house with lattice w ork very  like a p ig e o n -h o u se , and  th rough
which there com es a d raugh t of w ind ; som etim es there  is an 
ob long  open ing  in the wall below  the roof w ith lattice w ork  for the 
draugh t.

In all smaller houses in the kishlaks in the m ountains and espe­
cially in the Pam ir valleys there is a hole in the roof covered  with 
a w ooden  trap-door w hich is opened  and shu t by  the aid of a 
stick hanging  from the trap -door; th rough  this ho le  alone light 
and  air is brought into the room , and  the sm oke from  the hearth 
escapes. If the population led an indoor life, such a hu t w ould  be 
perilous to  health, which it is for the w om en in the to w n s: but 
the m en and children pass m ost of their time ou tside  the house; 
as iar as possible all w ork is perform ed in the o p en  air, and  in 
m ost of the m ountain kishlaks, especially in the P am ir vallvs, the 
w om en are unveiled outside the  house w hen they  w ork  in the
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g ard en s and  fields, n o t be ing  so afraid here of be ing  seen  b y  stran ­
gers  as in the oases of th e  level coun try  and  th e  larger tow ns of 
the  m ounta in  valleys in  E ast B okhara; they  prefer nevertheless to  
keep  at som e distance b o th  from  strangers and  natives w ho  are n o t 
the ir nearest relations.

In w inter no trace of stoves or heating  accom m odation  is to  
be seen ; the w hole floor in the  w ell-to-do h ouses is carpeted , and  
in the  p o o r one w alks on the  bare clay-floor. N evertheless tem pe­
ra tu re  in B okhara m ay fall to  2 0 “ C entigrade below  zero. T he 
p o o r  seek w arm th in the  hearth-room  at the fire of sm all-cut fagots, 
m ake a fire in the m iddle of the  floor in the m e n ’s ro o m  or w rap 
them selves up in their sheep-skin  cloaks, for fuel is expensive. T he 
w ell-to-do always have a small square basin in  th e  room s in the 
m iddle of the floor, curiously  enough  su p p o rted  a t the  to p  b y  a 
w o o d en  frame. This basin is . filled w ith em bers b y  th e  servants, 
and  all round  this they  take their seats in w inter. W o o d  o r m anure 
is u sed  for fuel bo th  of w hich p roduce little sm oke, and  as fuel is 
u sed  as little as possible, except for cooking, ow ing  to  its costliness, 
sm oke above the tow ns of C entral A sia is never seen  to  th e  sam e 
ex ten t as in Europe. C oal is no t know n; on ly  charcoal. In the 
kishlaks in the h igher m oun ta in  valleys w here th e  co ld  in  w inter is 
severe  and  lasts long, the re  is som etim es a clay-hearth  w ith  chim ney- 
hole and  cooking holes in all the  inhabited room s.

O w ing  to  the w an t of chim neys and  the small quan tity  of w ood  
in th e  houses fires are v e ry  rare. O n ly  the  bazars w ith  the ir streets 
covered  w ith rafters and  m ats are liable to  catch fire; it is there ­
fore fo rb idden  to  sm oke tobacco  here , o r on  th e  w hole to  light 
a fire. T he tea-houses and  a sort of public k itchens in  the  tow ns 
are situated in streets b y  them selves outside the  bazar or beside 
the  ponds. T he E m ir of B okhara did n o t allow, how ever, a Rus­
sian insurance com pany  to  effect insurances of the  build ings of 
th e  natives, for he th o u g h t tha t they  w ould  then  begin  to  burn  
a little to o  fast and  he know s, no  doubt, w hom  he has to  deal 
w ith.

H av ing  traversed a g rea ter o r smaller num ber of carpeted  room s 
accord ing  to  the m eans of th e  proprie tor, w e en ter the w o m en ’s 
room  or the  harem  w hich, w hen  the m en w ho have several w ives 
canno t afford to  give each of them  her ow n h o u se  o r w ing , is 
specially fitted up  for them . A long all the  walls are a so rt of 
verandas or alcoves and above  these balconies. T h e  f ro n t of the 
verandas below  and  the  balconies above are deco rated  w ith  cross­



pieces o r lattice w ork  ab o u t 3  feet high, bo th  verandas and bal­
conies being  divided into boxes before w hich a carpet or curtain 
can be draw n. T hus the w hole room  looks like a small theatre. 
It is all of w ood  and  pain ted  in bright co lours, m ostly  red , the 
w alls in  the  balconies being  often decorated w ith stucco-w ork o r 
o rnam ental painting; in the  la tter a conventional vase filled with 
flow ers occupies the principal place. W ith the m ore w ell-to-do a 
chandelier often hangs dow n from  the m iddle of th e  ceiling o r 
now adays a petro leum  lam p. In the low er and  u p p e r alcoves, as 
they  m ay very  well be term ed, are heaps of bed clothes, especially 
quilts and  round  velvet or silk rolls and em broidered blankets or 
quilts in  co tton  o r silk. W here the  harem  is n o t very  great, there 
is in the  m iddle of the floor a square basin, as a rule only abou t 4  
feet deep , into w hich w ater can be led from  a canal outside the  
house  b y  opening  the bung-hole of the basin. All round  the floor is 
carpeted. T he basin is used  by  the w om en for bath ing  and w ash­
ing them selves, their children and  their clothes. In the  house of a 
rich m erchant w ho had  th ree  w ives, each wife had  h er special al­
coves above and below  for herself and  h er children in  the  harem. 
T ea-pots (chaidjush), w ater-jugs (aftäbä) and china vessels (pialal) from 
w hich th e  tea or the  pernicious opium  is d runk (the latter is bo th  
taken  dissolved in  w ater and  is sm oked  as in  China) s tood  on the 
carpets on  the  floor toge ther w ith  the w ater-pipe (chillem) that is 
m ade of dry  pum pkins (kaduh) and  bam boos (chillem-nai). As a 
rule the  w om en are very  m uch given to  sm oking. I have seen 
m any harem s fitted up  in the  sam e w ay, especially in  the palaces 
of the  Em ir of B okhara , b u t here  only  on a larger scale. There 
is also here near the harem  a special, large bath-room  fo r the w om en 
to  w hich a h idden  passage leads from  the harem . T he bath-room  
is a  room  w ith  po in ted  p lastered  vaults, stairs lead  dow n into 
a large basin, and the floor all round  the latter is carpeted. Eu­
nuchs are n o t em ployed as superin tendents in the  larger harem s 
bu t very  old m en, and very  often o r as a rule the pages of the 
princes and  their Begs, the so-called dancing boys, belong  to  the 
inhabitants of the h a re m ; such are in the possession of every well- 
to -do  Beg.

T he kitchen o r the  hearth-room  is generally the  last room  rea­
ched after having passed th ro u g h  all the others. W ith rich people 
and  in  th e  palaces it is very often situated in a side-w ing. T he 
p o o r m an ’s kitchen is, as a  ru le , an  ordinary square room  w ith 
naked clay-walls and an open  chim ney as in E urope in o ld  times



in th e  country , or m ostly  the re  is no  chim ney at all, on ly  the  above 
m en tioned  hole in the roof th ro u g h  w hich the  sm oke from  the pri­
m itive hearth  escapes. T here  is often no  special hearth  o r fire-place, 
b u t on ly  an iron tripod  for kettles and  cau ld rons th a t are placed 
ab o v e  the fire below  th e  chim ney. T he ch im ney-top  is always 
bu ilt outside the wall of th e  house, p robab ly  o u t of regard  to  the 
w ood-w ork  in the  wall and  the  roof. T here is, how ever, often a 
so rt of fire-place, built in  clay, w ith fire-hole and  holes for cauldrons 
and  vessels like a E u ropean  kitchen-range, an d  the shelves for 
househo ld  utensils are clay-platform s form ed like stairs a long  the 
walls. F o r  roasting m eat o n  the  spit w hich is a favourite  dish a 
sm all earthenw are tro u g h  is used  or in rich houses a tro u g h  of 
beautifully decorated  brass or copper inside covered  w ith  fire-proof 
clay. Into this they  p u t em bers, and  pieces of m eat p laced  on  iron 
spits are roasted  over the  em bers.

T he m ost ordinary b read  (non) is baked  in a special oven  w hich 
is alw ays built in the  y a rd  o r in  the garden. It consists of a m as­
sive clay-cube, abou t 3 feet h igh , above w hich the re  is a hollow  
cupola w ith a fire-hole a t th e  side and a hole at th e  to p . T he cu ­
pola tha t looks like an inverted  ja r w hose bo tto m  has been  knocked  
ou t, is m ade by  the po tte rs. Inside the cupola is ligh ted  a fire by  
w hich it is heated w hile th e  flame escapes th ro u g h  th e  ho le at the 
top . W hen the cupola has becom e h o t, th e  d o u g h  is p laced in 
th in  layers on the  ou tside  w here it is baked  in th e  fo rm  of im ­
m ense pancakes. It is generally  eaten ho t. W hen  k ep t fo r a little 
tim e it com es to  resem ble a so rt of clap-bread th a t m u st be broken. 
B esides these  loaves an o th er kind of b read  is also b aked  tha t is 
like large round  biscuits. T hese  are baked  on  a p an  on  the tripod 
over the  fire or on  the  fire-place, in  the  coun try  and  in  th e  m oun ­
tains th e  latter are often b ak ed  by  being  placed o n  ed g e  against a 
pile of bu rn ing  w ood , and  o n e  side having  b een  baked , the o ther 
is tu rned  to  the fire.

D rink ing  w ater and  w ate r fo r cooking is taken  b y  the natives 
from  the canals w hich are led in from  the rivers to  fertilize fields 
and gardens. In the tow ns p o o r  people take the w a te r in a leather 
bag  from  the canals w hich, covered  or open, traverse th e  streets 
like a so rt of sew ers, b u t the  farm er o r those hav ing  a g arden  in 
the  to w n , always have small ditches led in to  the  g a rd en  o r the 
field from  the m ain canal. In the  m ountains all w ate r is taken 
from  rivers and  canals, there  being  no  springs. It is o ften  difficult 
to  g e t w ater enough, especially in  the oasis of B okhara  itself, and



as w ater on the w hole in the  oases is as precious as go ld , the 
greatest quantity  of w ater p roducing  the greatest harvest, special 
privilegies often consist in an  ex tra supply  of w ater m ore than the 
neighbours, and  a specially appo in ted  official (M ir-ab) regulates the 
distribution. In Bokhara and  K hiva a m inister m anages the irri­
gation. In the great tow ns som e large deep p o nds w ith  stone-set­
ting  and  stairs are always the  reservoirs to  w hich peop le  resort 
w hen  the w ater in the canals has run short. As a rule they  are 
full of dirt and  all sorts of filth , as the natives b o th  w ash them ­
selves in them  and drink o u t of them . To p reven t their w ater 
from  evaporating  or becom ing  fouled b y  dust during  the dry  sea­
so n , they  are som etim es covered  w ith  a large brick-built cupola. 
M ost of these w ere built by  A bdullah  K han o r still earlier. M any 
of them  are now  in  ruins.

S prings in the oases are ra re , and those found  are public p ro ­
perty . C oncession is m ade of these  springs, and  consequently  their 
w ater has to  be paid for in  ready  m oney, bu t it has , indeed , the 
advan tage of the w ater of the  rivers tha t it is clear and  cold. M ost 
of the springs in the  tow ns are church p roperty  (vakuf), and have 
been  g iven  up  to  the ecclesiastics. T he latter have nam ely confiscated 
them  as sanctuaries, generally u n d er the pretence that a holy m an 
o r p ro p h e t has rested  here. A n aulia is then built beside or over 
them , and  the  priests receive th e  proceeds of the w ate r w hich is 
said to  cure m any diseases. T he w ater in m any of the  springs is, 
how ever, saline, the steppes and  oases of Central Asia being  rem ar­
kable in th a t the w ater is very  often saline at a certain depth . Thus 
the artesian borings of the R ussians in  the  southern  part of Trans-
caspia have always m et w ith saline w ater w hich has on ly  contri­
bu ted  to  the  destruction  of the  vegeta tion  ro und  the spring.

B ut w e return  to  the k itchen. To filter the river- and  canal- 
w ater tha t is always yellow  and  clayey, people have reservoirs 
form ed like enorm ous earthenw are jugs in w hich a m an m ay easily 
hide. T hey  are now  and then  filled th a t the  loess can get time to 
be precipitated.

B esides the room s nam ed here there is also, as a rule, in the 
great tow ns a special small apartm en t used as a closet and never 
cleansed. T he floor is dug  ou t to  a deep, som etim es very  deep 
pit, a so rt of well, either covered  w ith  a brick vault w ith  an oblong 
cleft in the floor, o r covered w ith  boards w ith a sim ilar opening. 
P o o r peop le  in the tow ns or peop le  w ho live in the coun try  have,
as a rule, no  such closet, b u t m ust get on w ithout. S uch  a con­



d ition of th ings w ou ld  seem  to  infer a fearful deg ree of filth, b u t 
th e  g rea t dryness of the  climate, the  insects an d  the m any  stray 
desp ised  dogs rem edy th e  evil.

T he gardens are very  carefully tended  b y  th e  natives. T here is 
often an  abundance of fruit-trees and  vines w hich th rive excellently, 
if th e y  are w atered sufficiently. Small canals are led  crossw ise 
th ro u g h  the gardens w here  g roups of roses (gjiil) and  m any  o ther 
flow ers, especially lilies, th e  b lue iris, narcissi an d  tu lips (lala) are 
never lacking. In the  g ard en s w e m eet again w ith  the  clay-m ounds. 
T h ey  are always built up  under the  shade of trees  o r ro und  the 
tru n k  of a tree so th a t one  m ay sit in the shade. R ound  the ele­
va tion  w ater is led  in sm all canals, and for fu rther refreshm ent 
th e re  is often in the m iddle of the m ound  itself a small w ooden  
tu rb in e  w hich is d riven ro u n d  by  the w ater in the  d itches. T he 
ro ta tin g  vertical axle of th is mill th a t can be set a g o in g  b y  ope ­
n ing  a lock, has one o r m ore fans w hich yield coolness to  those 
assem bled  on  the carpets o n  the m ound. In sum m er these m ounds 
in th e  gardens are, as a m atter of course, favourite  eating- and  
resting-places.

T hose  w ho cannot afford such a luxury  as w ife and  hom e w ith 
th e  necessary  room s m ust sustain life w ithou t these  conveniences. 
Especially in the  greater tow ns there  are a g rea t m any  bachelors 
w ho are in the  service of o thers all their life th ro u g h  or canno t 
earn  so m uch at their little shop  in th e  bazar as to  b u y  a wife or 
p rov ide for her. In all th e  g rea t tow ns of C entral A sia p rostitu tion  
gets on  secretly from  tim e im m em orial although  in B okhara , for 
instance, law provides th a t every  w om an w ho com m its fornication 
for m oney  shall be beheaded . In B okhara , how ever, in  rem ote 
streets prostitute native w o m en  behave them selves in qu ite  the  sam e 
w ay  as their E uropean  sisters.

T he m an w ho has n o  fam ily of his ow n m ay in  all larger tow ns 
b u y  his food  in a so rt of restauran ts or, to  p u t it m ore correctly, 
public kitchens near th e  bazar. T hey  consist of a large clay fire­
place in a shop  w here different dishes are constan tly  boiling or on 
the  spit. P o o r people and  bachelors or new ly arrived caravan 
peo p le  com e here  w ith  the ir clay-pots or w o o d en  vessels to  buy  
th e  food , that stinks of fat, for som e pul, and  the h o s t stands be ­
h ind  th e  kitchen-range w ith  his fan to  keep aw ay the innum erable 
insects and  flies from  the po ts . (In the serais peop le  can on ly  o b ­
tain lodg ing  for them selves and  their anim als, and  corn  for the  
latter, n o t food for the m en).



In C entral and F o re  A sia th e  serais (serai or sarai) are the sam e 
as o u r inns. As a rule th ey  belong  to  the G overnm ent of the 
co u n try  from  w hom  people receive the privilege of m anaging them  
for a certain rent. A part from  the tow ns w here their num ber is 
g reat, there  are serais at fixed intervals on  the main caravan roads 
in the  country . As necessity requires they are larger o r smaller
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C a ra v a n s e r a i  in  th e  to w n  o f  K h iv a  (lik e  th o s e  a t  B o k h a ra ) .

from  the huge four-w inged tw o-storied  serais in the  tow ns to  the 
small m ud-house w ith veranda in  the country  w here the yard  is 
always fenced in b y  a high clay-wall w ith gate and  pent-roofs with 
m angers all round  the  yard-w all for beasts of bu rden  and riding- 
animals. T he larger serais in the  tow ns and in a few places in the 
coun try  consist of four solid brick-built tw o-storied w ings w here the 
veranda on  the ground-floor, as m entioned above, is a continuous 
series of po in ted  niches w here the  doors of the separate chambers 
are placed. The flat roof of th e  niches form s a balcony  for the 
room s in  the upper story , and before the latter are generally verandas



of w o o d  and mats. T he room  is square and  dark  w ith  one  single 
lattice w indow  in p laster above the  entrance d o o r  and  w ith m ats 
laid on the  floor. A  fram e and  a b lanket can som etim es be h ired  
to  sleep on. A  room  here  costs a t m ost 1 an d  2 tengi the  day, 
o r in  the  m ore m odest in  the  coun try  w hat y o u  like to  give.

T he chai-khanehs (tea-houses) w here one can on ly  g e t tea, bread, 
fruits, m elons and  w ater-p ipe have like all o th e r trade  in C entral 
A sia their special streets; they  are , principally, g ro u p ed  ro u n d  the 
p o n d s  w here the native physicians and  the barbers of the  tow n  
have their shops. T he natives principally drink th e  g reen  C hinese 
tea w hich quenches th irst well and w hose flavour is rather good . 
T he tea is d runk  o u t of a flat Chinese vessel (pialal), and  a .d ra u g h t  
from  the w ater-pipe passing  from  m outh  to  m o u th  is th row n  in. 
In the  chai-khanehs in  the  large tow ns gam bling  is o ften  pursued  
on a large scale. T hey  p lay  a so rt of chess, p lay  a t dice or have 
cock fights or fights betw een  small favourite o rnam ental b irds (be- 
dannah), and m any caravan people often gam ble aw ay here  bo th  
horses and camels.

I shall only  in a few  w ords deal w ith th e  p risons, w hich are, 
indeed , a sort of habitations. T hey consist of solid ly  built houses 
of sun-dried  tiles o r bricks w ith various, generally  bu t few  room s; 
for here  bo th  m urderers, robbers and  small deb to rs  are p laced in 
th e  sam e room . T hus the  prisoners have the  advan tage  of being  
able to  entertain one another, b u t often they  d ie here for w an t of 
fresh air in the infected ro o m s w here I have often seen  them  crow ded 
to  suffocation. M any w ho have com m itted a slight crim e and 
have no relations o r friends to  p lead their cause are often  entirely 
fo rg o tten  and rem ain here , until death  relieves them  from  the  pri­
son. T he building itself is som etim es only u sed  b y  th e  jailers, the 
p risoners lying in dark  subterranean  room s as, fo r instance, a t B ok­
hara  and Charjui.

All round  the floor and  walls of the p rison  neck-, hand- and 
foot-fetters are fastened to  strong  beam s to  w hich the  w ors t crim i­
nals are fettered, b u t the  o thers go freely ab o u t o r rest on som e 
straw -m ats. T he p rison  is often beside the  tow n-gate  w hose guard  
is also the  jailer. T he ro o m  in the vaults of th e  gate  is used  as 
a so rt of prison w here for a smaller fault p eop le  are pilloried for 
som e days w ith chains ro u n d  their neck and fee t to  th e  com m on 
p leasure of those passing by.

In the tow n  of B okhara the  prison (sindan) is situated  on  a hill 
in the  m iddle of the tow n  inside the inner fortress w here  is the  old



castle (ark) of the Emir, and  here is also the native m ain guard. 
S om e of the room s are occupied  by  the w orst crim inals; they  are 
alw ays fettered , and only a sm all num ber stay in the  sam e room  
w here there are b u t few light- and  air-holes. F o r sm aller faults they  
are p u t into a partly  sub terranean  room  covered above by  a large 
cupola w ith air- and  light-hole a t the top  and  on th e  sides. In it­
self it w ould  no t be so bad  for a p oo r M ussulm an to  stay here, 
there being  at any rate light and  air in th is pit, b u t the w orst is 
tha t the  p it is always full, so full th a t they  can hard ly  all of them  
find sitting-room  on  the floor. O u t of the  eight tim es I have been

F r o m  th e  le f t  to  th e  r ig h t ,  a  s o r t  o f ta m b o u r in e ,  u s e d  l o r  a c c o m p a n y in g  p la y s  o r  s o n g s .

D ru m  w i th  s k in  o n  b o th  s id e s , u s e d  b y  th e  w a tc h m e n  in  a l l  g r e a t  to w n s .

T w o  d r u m s  o f  s t e e l ,  t h e  o n e  f a r th e s t  t o  th e  r ig h t  e n g r a v e d  in  P e rs ia n  s ty le ;  

th e y  a r e  r id in g - d r u m s  u s e d  in  w a r  o r  s o le m n  p ro c e s s io n s .

N a t.  M u s . in  C o p e n h a g e n ,  O lu f s e n 's  C o lle c t io n .

at B okhara , I have visited th e  prison the  th ree and  always found 
it to  be equally full. A  pestilential stench em anates from  the 
num erous crow d of ragged , fam ished and  sick natives, and one is 
off in a h u rry  after th row ing  a handful pul to  the prisoners. Besides 
th is room  there  is another, also partly  sub terranean  and so low  
tha t its inm ates cannot stand uprigh t there. H ere the criminals are 
fettered  w ith irons round  the ir neck, hands and  feet to  strong beams 
in the  floor. N ear S indan w ere the abom inable subterranean pri­
sons, filled w ith a sort of bad  bed-bugs by  w hich the criminals 
w ere to rm ented  to  death. H ere  C onolly  and S toddart are said to  
have been  locked up for som e tim e. T hey do n o t exist any m ore, 
hav ing  been  destroyed  at th e  request of the Russians.

O l u f se n :  B o k h a r a  2 2



W e shall look  a m om en t at the  shops in th e  bazars w here each 
craft and  trade has a stree t o r piece of a s tree t of its ow n. W e 
see th a t in the tow ns th ey  have, as a rule, b eg u n  the  bazar (tim) 
b y  build ing a vault, a  so rt of brick tem ple from  w hich th ree  or 
fo u r streets radiate or, to  p u t it m ore correctly, th ree  o r  four roads 
fenced  in by  walls. T he vault is the  first covered  m arket-place, and 
on  the num ber of m erchants increasing, the la tte r have fitted up 
sm all shops along the walls in build ing tw o w alls o n  a platform  
against the  main wall and  placing m ats or a  clay-roof across. By 
degrees the walls w ere pro longed , m ore shops w ere added , and the 
bazar streets arose. Issuing from  the  central vau lt a  roof of m ats 
o r  branches, hay  or clay w as laid across the  stree ts , and  thus the 
covered  streets (rhasta) cam e in to  existence. B ehind the walls houses 
w ere built in the course of tim e to  receive a larger s to re , and  the 
sh o p  that looks upon  the street is, so to  speak, the  show -w indow  
of the  native w here he is en th roned  am ong his g o ods. In sum m er 
it it p leasantly cool in the  bazar w here the air is, how ever, g en e ­
rally curiously stuffy. T o  procure  further coolness th e  streets are 
alw ays sprinkled w ith w ater by w ater carriers w h o  w alk  ab o u t w ith 
skins on their back. T he m erchant never lives o r is never allow ed 
to  live in the  bazar. A t a certain hour all h as to  be shu t and 
locked  up here , and th en  the m erchant goes to  his h om e in the 
to w n  after pu tting  the  shu tte rs  to  his shop. T his in junction  is, no  
d o u b t, very  useful against thefts, as it w ou ld  b e  difficult to  find 
o u t the th ief, if everybody  w ere allow ed to  leave his shop  w hen 
he liked. A fter the shu tting  of the  bazar in th e  even ing  in the 
g rea t tow ns also the gates of the serais are closed, an d  only  a small 
trap -doo r in the latter, th ro u g h  w hich the  servants of the  serai can 
be called, can be opened  from  w ithout. N o one  b u t the  w atchm an 
w h o  constantly  beats a flat drum  tha t people m ay hear w here he 
is and  that he is aw ake, is now  to  be found  in  th e  bazar. The 
gates  of the tow n  are closed at 8  and 9  o ’clock in the  evening at 
O ld  Bokhara, and at th a t h o u r every  native m ust be in  his house. 
S treets and bazars are dark  and  deserted , on ly  th e  lan tern  of the 
w atchm an is seen here and  there , no  streak of ligh t shines o u t into 
th e  street, and no light suggests to  people ou tside  the  build ings that 
th ousands of hum an beings rest w ithin them . In th e  steppes the 
cam p fires light here and  there  the  cam ps of nom ads and resting 
caravans. A  w onderful calm ness prevails everyw here • a t night, even 
th e  w ind generally goes to  sleep, and  the com plete silence of the 
m ole-hom es of the M ussulm ans is only  b roken  b y  the d o nkey  w ho



cannot, even at night, stop  his dreary, loud braying, and  especially 
by  the  dogs. It is Satan (Shaitan) crying into the ear of the male 
donkey : “ All m ares are d ead” ! and  then he strikes up  his sad cry 
w hich, how ever, always ends in  a soft and m ore conten ted  Haw! 
or N aw ! for Satan took  p ity  on  him and  w hispered: “There is one 
m are left still” ! (Bokharan legend).



A L T H O U G H  B okhara th ro u g h  Russia has com e in  to u ch  w ith Euro- 
pean  civilization, roads, com m unication and tran sp o rt have n o t 

changed  m uch excepting th a t the  Russian railw ay traverses the coun try  
from  Charjui over B okhara and  Kerm ineh. This railw ay is, of course, 
of g rea t im portance to  the connection w ith E u ro p e  and  especially 
o r alm ost exclusively w ith  Russia. E xport and  im p o rt d ep en d  upon  
it, b u t on account of the  ex ten t of the coun try  from  no rth -w est to  
sou th -east it does n o t p lay  any  part in the  in ternal traffic, as the 
g rea ter and principal p a rt of the  oases and  tow ns are situated  in  or 
at th e  foo t of the East B okharan  m ountains. A  railw ay from  Charjui 
to  K hiva and one along the A m u from  Charjui to  Kerki have been  
pro jected , but the schem es have no t y e t been  realized, and  it will 
take som e time before m ounta in  countries as E ast B okhara  and 
Pam ir obtain such m eans of com m unication; the  obstacles in the 
w ay  are apparently  quite insurm ountable.

In B okhara one m ust still m ake use of the o ld  caravan roads 
th ro u g h  deserts, steppes, oases and  m ountains and  of the  old-fashioned 
w ay  of transporting g o ods w hich was in  use at th e  tim es of Tim ur, 
Jengh is K han and  A lexander the G reat. B ut B okhara  and  R us­
sian T urkestan are nevertheless the countries in M id  and  C entral 
A sia tha t are m ost advanced  in the  m atter of railw ays w hich are 
n o t found  in Persia, A fghanistan, Belutshistan, T ibe t etc., except a 
so rt of steam tram  runn ing  from  Teheran to  th e  ne ighbouring  
Shahzadeabdulasim  and the E nglish railway from  Q u etta  to  N ushki 
and  N ew  Cham an in Belutshistan.

T h e  r iv e r s  a s  m e a n s  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n .  B okhara  has no 
dearth  of rivers, bu t from  the preceding descrip tion of the  coun try  
and  the hydrographical circum stances on the w hole it will be  ev ident 
th a t the  Em irate as well as the  rest of M id and  C entral A sia and



F o re  A sia are very  badly off as to  river roads; all the  rivers, ex­
cept the  A m u, are unfit for navigation to  any considerable extent, 
and  th ey  canno t be m ade navigable b y  artificial m eans, for on the 
greater part of their course th ey  run  th ro u g h  m ountains w hich attain 
an im m ense height and  descend  to  the  level coun try  w ith  a steep 
incline. C onsequen tly  the  rivers are a h indrance to  com m unication, 
if anything. Rapid and wild the  small m ountain  brooks fall from the 
glaciers and  the perpe tua l sn o w ; foam ing and  dashing over a maze 
of stones in the m oraines, th ey  are very  like w hite th reads w inding 
dow n the  steep inclines; they  m eet at the  head of th e  valleys and 
then they  rush on  am ongst w illow s, poplars, thorn  and  tamarisk. 
O n  a b roader terrace the course now  and then  becom es m ore 
sm ooth , b u t it is to o  short to  be em ployed for navigation, they 
tum ble dow n from  one terrace to  another in roaring  waterfalls, with 
continual bends th e  w aters w ind like a cork-screw  th ro u g h  narrow  
ravines in the hard  rocks, and  the sw irling and  eddy ing  whirlpools 
rise above  stones of the size of h ouses, while the raging waters 
dash against th e  bank  w ith such a tum ult that it is im possible to  
hear a sh o u t or th e  report of a rifle even a few steps off. The 
w ater hav ing  escaped  from  the m ountains rushes on  across the 
plain, a t first w ith a rapid curren t, bu t slackens its pace very  soon; 
for the enorm ous force w ith w hich the  w ater tears a w ay  for itself 
th rough  the m ountains causes it to  sw eep along  w ith it m asses of 
suspended  m atter that are d ro p p e d  on  its first course th rough  the 
plain ; a m ound  is thus form ed ro u n d  w hich the river flows divided 
into several arm s; these  arm s deposit new  m ounds ro und  which 
they  flow, and  at last the h u g e  w aters d ivided in to  m any smaller 
stream s run  dow n a conically shaped  ram part w hose apex is at the 
gate of the  valley and  w hose base is in  the level country . Pebbles 
and gravel fill up  the conical surface over w hich the  small rivers 
w ind in a m aze w hich the to p o g rap h e r finds it difficult to  unravel, 
for som etim es the arm s run  parallel, som etim es they  m eet and 
som etim es they  recede from  each other, bu t of course they  mainly 
follow the shape of a fan. This spread ing  of the w ater w hich is 
continued  th rough  the  steppe o r the  desert occasions the disappea­
rance of m ost of the smaller rivers w hose w aters becom e absorbed 
b y  irrigation of oases and of the  river banks w here there is loess; 
else they  are lost b y  evaporation  in the  enorm ous sum m er heat, 
and  th e  last dw indled arm s end in salt-bogs and  pools in the  steppe 
or the sandy  desert. The rivers are born  a t the  foot of the per­
petual snow , they  live on their w ay  th ro u g h  the m ountains w here



th ey  are nourished  b y  m any tributaries; for in th e  deep , often dark  
valleys the evaporation  is n o t of any grea t im portance , and  the  
dem ands upon  the w ater for pu rposes of irrigation of the  narrow  
cultivated banks and  terraces are n o t so  g rea t as in th e  extensive 
oases in the level coun try ; they  die in the  w arm  plain w hich is 
rainless in sum m er.

T he large rivers w hich have w ater eno u g h  to  force their w ay  
farther ou t in to the plain in  spite of irrigation and  evaporation  are 
du rin g  their course th ro u g h  the level coun try  generally  very  broad  
in proportion  to  their quan tity  of w ater, and  consequen tly  very  
shallow . Loess dust from  oases and sand  from  the  desert drifts 
in to  their beds, and w hen  it has been deposited  it fo rm s islands o r 
elevations in the river; and  in m idsum m er the  latter becom es so 
exhausted  ow ing to  evaporation  and irrigation th a t the  stream  w hich 
w as b road  and m ighty  in spring  is d iv ided into m any  sm aller arm s, 
each of w hich becom es unfit for navigation and  often to o  deep  o r 
to o  m iry to  be crossed on horseback or in a carriage. W hen these  
deposits of loess or sand  becom e bare and  d ry  in  sum m er th ey  
are often m oved by  the  w ind  from one place to  ano ther in the  
river-bed so that it is very  difficult to  navigate the river even  in 
spring  w hen there is m uch w ater, because one never know s w here 
th e  sands and the bars are now  situated. C harting  of th e  courses 
as it has been  tried  in  the  case of the  A m u D ary a  becom es quite 
useless as the chart from  one year will p rove to  differ very  m uch 
from  that of another.

O ne m ore difficulty as regards river-navigation in  th e  level coun ­
try  is due to  the fact th a t the  hot, dry, cloudless sum m er is fol­
low ed b y  a severe w inter, so tha t even the la rgest rivers in the 
level country  are covered  w ith a thick layer of ice, n o t to  speak 
of the  rivers in  the high m ountain  regions w here  even  the rapid 
P an d sh  is covered w ith ice w hich gives a stag n an t p ic ture of the 
m anifold m ovem ents of th e  w aters during  the  h o t season ; thus 
navigation is m ade im possible during  the  co ldest w in ter tim e and  
difficult from  the ice-drift w hen  the sudden  thaw  sets in in spring. 
It appears from  this sh o rt survey  th a t the rivers are on  the  w hole 
a  h indrance to  com m unication; only  on the A m u D arya  is the boat 
traffic of great, the steam  traffic of a little less im portance.

R o a d s  in  th e  le v e l  c o u n t r y .  O n  the Russian m aps a rou te  
betw een tw o tow ns is given by tw o parallel lines, b u t th is does 
n o t m ean  the sam e as a h igh-road  in E uropean  s ty le ; it on ly  in­



dicates a main route, a m uch-frequented stretch. Regular roads are 
in B okhara so rare tha t I do  n o t rem em ber m ore than  one from 
m y travels here, nam ely the ro ad  of a  length  of 12 kilom etres tha t 
leads from  the  railw ay-station of N ew  B okhara to  O ld  Bokhara. 
O w ing  to  the grea t traffic betw een  the  station and  the  tow n the 
Russians have induced the G overnm en t of the Em irate to  m acada­
mize and  enclose the latter w ith  ditches in  quite the sam e w ay as 
a E uropean  high-road, while all o the r roads in the level country  are 
very  m uch in the state in  w hich nature and  the hoofs of camels, 
horses and donkeys have left them  i. e. a road  o r path  has been 
tro d d en  dow n from  tow n  to  tow n , and  its quality  is regulated  b y  
season and w eather. Of late a branch-line has been  built from  N ew  
B okhara to  the  residence of th e  Emir. T hat the railw ay does no t 
touch  th e  walls of O ld  B okhara , is said to  be due  to  the Em ir 
w ho  by  his prayer preven ted  S a tan ’s carriage (Shaitan Arba), the 
nam e b y  w hich the  natives call the  railway, from com ing  near his 
holy  tow n. It is m ore probable , how ever, tha t the  Russians were 
deterred  by  the num erous w atering-canals in the  oasis of Bokhara 
and  the grea t expense involved in  filling up  and in  bu ild ing  bridges.

M o u n ta in  r o a d s .  W e shall n o w  deal a t som ew hat greater 
length  w ith the  several kinds of roads and  passages, such  as m oun­
tain, desert, steppe and oasis roads. In the  m ountains roads are 
practically o u t of the question ; only  bridle-paths o r a t m ost foot­
paths are found  here. As a rule they  w ind th ro u g h  the valleys 
a long  th e  rivers like bright, tro d d en  lines, som etim es they  follow 
the bo ttom  of the valley, and  som etim es thousands of feet up the 
m ounta ins they  pass vertical precipices or cross fords o n  the  upper 
course of the  tributaries, w here  there  are lo ts of rolled dow n blocks 
of stone, o r traverse one pass after the o ther w here it is difficult 
to  find the path  w ithou t a guide.

B etw een the smaller tow ns o r villages in the h ighest m ountain 
valleys no  attem pt has, as a rule, been m ade to  im prove the routes, 
the popu la tion  is to o  scarce and to o  p oo r to  undertake such a task. 
B etw een larger tow ns the pa th  is som etim es cleared of stones, or 
a rickety and  perilous gallery is built a long  steep m ountain  slopes 
to  avoid  detours across the h igher passes. It is, of course, always 
dangerous to follow these paths, b u t the  small sure-footed horses 
are well adapted  to  m ountain travels and soon  discover w hether or 
no t the  path  is good , and  in sum m er the  g round  is generally firm. 
B ut in  w in ter the passages are always perilous in the  m ountains



w here th e  snow  lies. T hen  it is difficult to  find o u t the  paths, and 
in  sp ring  the danger is very  great, as avalanches an d  m ounta in  slips 
occur every  m om ent; in  som e places fragm ents of rock  roll dow n 
incessantly, and now here are the roads o r paths covered .

In the  higher m ountain  regions bridges across the  rivers are 
rare. A s far as possible one  rides across the river w here the w ater 
is n o t to o  high, o therw ise one is obliged to  take a rou te  round  
a b o u t it or w ait till the w ater becom es low er o r take m easures of 
o n e ’s ow n accord, for tim e is of no  im portance in  C entral Asia. 
B ridge building is very  difficult, because there  is generally  a w an t 
of sufficient tim ber, and  in  these  regions n o b o d y  construc ts bridges 
of s to n e  o r metal. W here th e  rivers on im portan t rou tes  are nar­
ro w  enough , there are som etim es small b ridges consisting  of a few 
trunks of poplars across w hich branches are laid, and  o n  to p  of 
these som e flat slates picked up on the m ountain  slopes are a t last 
p laced; there  is often on ly  one single trunk  across w hich  one can 
only  carry a little baggage o n  o n e’s back, or tw o trunks are placed 
beside each other; in  the  som ew hat better adm inistered  districts 
they  are connected w ith  cross-bars tha t are fastened  to  th e  trunks 
w ith  osier-bands. Such a b ridge can som etim es be traversed  by 
an un loaded  pack-horse, if th e  latter is led  cautiously  b y  m eans 
of a lo n g  rein held b y  the m an w ho  has to  reach th e  o ther bank, 
before the horse treads on  th e  bridge. In som e places on  the
narrow  upper course of th e  rivers tw o trees are b en t across the
stream , and  then  the natives crawl like m onkeys o v er th is prim itive 
bridge. O n  the low er course of th e  rivers w here th e  valley  w idens 
o u t and  the cultivated oases increase in size, th e re  are som etim es 
bridges w ith  bridge-heads of p iled u p  stones and  p latform s resting  
o n  ram m ed dow n trunks of trees  and  covered w ith  cross-bars bound  
to g e th er w ith osier-bands. (W illows and  poplars are th e  m ost com ­
m on tim ber trees). The b ridge across the  Surkhab  near G arm  in 
K arategin  w as even p rov ided  w ith  a balustrade of osier-bands. 
B ridges of the latter g o o d  kind are very  rare in the  m ountains; 
across the  huge river P an d sh  the re  is on ly  one on  th e  stretch  from  
V akhan to  Charjui, w here the  river is im passable w ith o u t artificial 
m eans. It appears from  this tha t the  b ridges are so  few  th a t they
are of slight im portance to  com m unication, and practically  of no
use to  the  explorer w ho is alw ays obliged to  avoid  th e  m ain routes.

W hen a caravan m eets a river in the m ountains, one  th in g  is, 
so  to  speak, always certain, nam ely tha t som ehow  o r o ther one 
m ust g o  dow n  into  the  w ater. O ne m ust either try  to  ride across



the  stream  w hich is easy ow ing  to  the s tony  bo ttom , b u t difficult 
because the saddle-horses are ap t to  stum ble, and if a m an falls 
into th e  w ater, the rapid curren t often carries him  off, o r one m ust 
cross the  river on inflated hides, each m an by him self w ith a small 
bund le  of baggage on the nape of his neck and  then  drive the 
beasts of bu rden  in to  the  w ate r w here the  river curves and the 
re trog rade current or cross-current carries them  to  the opposite  bank; 
finally one m ay m ake floats of several hides and  ferry across dry- 
shod , w hile the  animals, as sta ted  above, sw im across th e  river. If 
the  natives have bu t one horse a t their disposal, th ey  often cross 
th e  w ater at the  fords one or tw o m ounted  on the horse, while 
the  o thers w ho catch hold  of his tail are draw n across half sw im­
ming. A t the  fords donkeys are, as a  rule, p u t on th e  backs of 
horses or camels w ith their legs tied  together, as even  shallow 
w ater w here the current is rapid w ould  sw eep the small animals off 
their legs. B oats are unknow n to  the  m ountain peop le  and  w ould, 
indeed, be of no  use on these rivers.

D e s e r t  r o a d s .  Roads and  any  im provem ent of the  routes 
th rough  the deserts are o u t of the question, except tha t the m ost 
im portan t wells are protected. O n e  has to  w ade th rough  sand dunes, 
m any m etres h igh, in to w hich the  camels sink to  th e  belly, bu t 
it is rem arkable that even in the  w orst drift sands a long  row  of 
firm valleys is often found  betw een  the sand  dunes w here now  
and then  a reed or a tam arisk grow s, so  that the passage is no t 
so  bad  after all, if only  the sand  is n o t stirred up b y  a tem pest, 
o r hea ted  in sum m er to  60° and  70° C entigrade, for then  the cros­
sing becom es intolerable and  dangerous. T he old caravan routes 
have, indeed , been laid o u t of regard  to  these circum stances. The 
m arches m ust pass from  well to  well, and perhaps it is n o t ou t of 
the  w ay  to  rem ark here th a t even  in the drift sands it is often 
easier to  obtain w ater than in the  grass-covered steppes. It is well- 
know n th a t som etim es it rains in the  desert, and often very  vio­
lently, indeed ; then  the  w ater oozes dow n th rough  the  sand into 
the  cavities of the subsoil w here it is sheltered from  evaporation 
b y  the  layer of sand; b u t on  the  clayey surface of the  steppe 
w hich is hard  as stone, especially in sum m er, the rain practically 
im m ediately evaporates. E ven in Ju ly  and A ugust one m ay in the 
drift sands d ig  dow n to  the  w ater in m any places, w hereas in the 
sam e season  it w ould  be hopeless for a caravan to  d ig  for w ater 
in  the  steppes. E xcepting in  th e  clay desert the  caravans are so



far well off in all kinds of deserts as, apart from  the  drift sand and  
the frequen t salt-pools and  bogs there is, as a rule, solid g round , 
an d  rarely  any  snow  w orth  speaking of lies on th e  g ro u n d  in w inter.

T h e  s te p p e  r o a d s .  T he roads th rough  the  steppes are no th ing  
b u t ro ugh  tracks or tro d d en  dow n caravan roads w here  the  pas­
sage often affords grea t difficulties in the w et season. T hen  the 
soil, generally  consisting of loess, becom es like a so rt of bird-lim e. 
R iding animals, beasts of bu rden  and carriages often  stick in it to  
such  an extent tha t ex traord inary  m easures m ust be taken  to  draw  
them  out, no t to  speak  of the anim als’ slipping every  m om en t in 
th e  slim y mass.

A s carriages and  caravans continually encroach upon  the grass 
beside the  rough  steppe road  the latter becom es b ro ad e r an d  b ro ad e r 
in th e  course of time. In sum m er w hen the loess is as hard  as 
cem ent and  the roads w orse  to  drive on than  frozen p lough-land  
the sam e encroaching u p o n  the  sides takes place. O n  m uch fre­
q u en ted  stretches the  loess is g ro u n d  dow n to  an often  bo ttom less 
layer of dust in w hich in calm w eather the carriage o r caravan is 
w rapped  up as in  a suffocating fog: o n e’s clothes are covered  b y  a 
layer of dust an inch thick, and  the dust penetra tes in to  o n e ’s eyes, 
nose  and ears so tha t it is difficult to  breathe. T he natives som e­
tim es place branches or bundles of reeds and tam arisks on  the  steppe 
roads near the oases bo th  fo r the w et and d ry  season , b u t th e y  are 
left in very  m uch the sam e state as it pleases the  chang ing  seasons 
and the weather. In som e places boundary  stones o r land-m arks 
indicate the road, especially in snow y w eather, b u t these  are rare 
exceptions; the roads th rough  the steppe and  the desert are every ­
w here intricate and require a g o o d  guide in the  form  of natives or 
of com pass, sextant and  chronom eter.

It m ay seem  curious th a t no  m ore is done o r has been  done 
for the  im provem ent of roads betw een  rich oases w ith  th o u san d s  of 
inhabitants living together in a few  com mercial to w n s; b u t first the 
extrem e negligence of the  O rientals m ust be  taken  into accoun t 
and  further the enorm ous d istances covered b y  th e  roads th ro u g h  
the  steppes, and  to  this m ay be added  tha t one m ay ride for days 
and  w eeks th rough  the loess steppe w ithou t find ing  a s to n e  o r a 
tree b y  m eans of w hich m acadam ized roads o r m ilitary roads could 
be m ade. W here the steppe goes dow n to  the  large rivers th e  bank  
is o ften  covered w ith a w ood  of reeds, 4  and  5 m etres high, or a 
jungle of tam arisk and  cam elthorn; w hen  under w ate r the g round



is im passable, and in the d ry  season  filled up  w ith tufts w hich im­
pede the passage, so tha t the traveller is obliged to  cut his w ay 
th ro u g h  the  w ood  of tam arisks and reeds. T o  m ake roads in such 
regions requires an  enorm ous supp ly  of m oney  w hich only gives 
in terest betw een the  largest com m ercial tow ns.

T h e  r o a d s  o f  th e  o a s e s .  In contrast to  the o th e r roads these 
are m ore diligently tended  ow ing  to  the  grea t traffic passing  th rough  
the cultivated regions. The roads com e under a special m inister b y  
w hom  subord inates are appo in ted  w ho m anage the repair of old 
and  the m aking of new  roads. B ut here as everyw here in C entral 
Asia nature has th row n grea t obstacles in  th e  w ay of the population, 
especially because there are never stones in the loess regions of 
the oases (there m ust always be loess w here the  soil is cultivated); 
consequently  it is only  in reg ions near m ountains th a t stones can 
be ob ta ined  for the  roads. R epairing of the roads th rough  the  
oases on ly  consists in their be ing  levelled w ith  loess and  often en ­
closed w ith  ditches; the latter m eans tha t a w atering-canal is led 
along the sides of the road  so  tha t drinking w ater m ay be con­
ducted  into houses and  yards on  the  road ; and  w hen  the canals 
are d redged , the slush is sp read  across the  road w hich  thus be­
com es higher and higher. W illow s, poplars, elm s an d  acaciae are 
often p lanted  along the  ditches w here they  thrive on  account of 
the continual irrigation and  are later on used for tim ber. T he Rus­
sians have in m ost places of their sphere of in terest ordered the  
inhabitants to  p lant trees everyw here along the roads, especially 
acaciae ow ing to  their rapid g row th , b o th  for the shade afforded 
in sum m er and to  m eet the w an t of tim ber in the oases.

In one respect, how ever, the m aking of roads in  the  oases re ­
quires considerable labour from  the careless O rientals, nam ely in  
the  build ing of bridges. F o r th e  artificial irrigation on  w hich all 
cultivation is dependen t the w ater from  the  rivers is led in canals 
across the  oasis w hich is traversed b y  a close and  intricate net of 
w aters of w hich the  m ain canals are often up  to  15 and 20 metres 
broad  and  abou t 5 m etres deep . F rom  the m ain canals smaller 
are d u g  to  th e  sides; the farthest off lateral branches end  in small 
ditches and  drains th rough  corn-fields and gardens; the  fields, espe­
cially the  rice-fields, are em banked  w ith earthen dikes, that the 
w ater m ay rem ain over the p lants for a longer tim e; b u t conse­
quently  such an oasis practically consists of bogs and  canals. It is 
therefore very  difficult to  traverse the  oases outside the  roads, if



one is n o t accom panied b y  gu ides w ho know  th e  reg ion  w ell, and  
at n ig h t it cannot be  done . All these canals and  arm s of rivers 
require an enorm ous num ber of bridges on  the  roads, b u t their 
struc tu re  is, indeed, n o t b e tte r than  m ight be expected . A s a rule, 
th ey  on ly  place som e trunks of trees across th e  n a rro w  stream s
an d  on  to p  of these branches, hay  or reeds and  th en  a layer of
clay. B alustrades are generally  no t though t of. A cross the  b roader 
canals are built arched bridges of unhew n trunks of trees covered  
w ith  cross-bars on  to p  of w hich are branches, reeds, hay  and  clay. 
In by -gone tim es there w ere a few  brick bridges in  E ast B okhara; 
b u t th ey  have alm ost to tally  disappeared.

O n e  shou ld  always pass these  native b ridges w ith  g rea t caution, 
innum erable are the tim es m y  carriages o r caravan anim als have
sunk  th ro u g h  them , and  even  in the  bazars of th e  larger oasis
tow ns w here the canals convey  drinking w ater in to  the  to w n  and 
are covered  w ith trunks of trees, branches, reeds an d  clay etc. it 
is no  rare th ing  to  see a rid ing  anim al or pack-horse step  th rough  
the ro tten  structure and  b reak  his legs.

T he Persian p roverb ; “T he bridges are there as a w arn ing  aga in st 
o n e ’s passing th em ” , is also adequate  here.

H ow ever prim itive are the b ridges of the oases, o n e  can always 
advance w ith riding anim als and  carriages and  only  o n  w an ting  to  
spare a detour does one cross the  rivers o r the  b ro ad  w atering- 
canals on  a gem a. B ut ou tside th e  oases, in s tep p es  o r  deserts, 
w here one  m eets b roader rivers, special m easures m ust nearly  always 
be taken  ow ing to  the ex trem e scarceness of b ridges.

U ntil a few years ago all the  bridges w ere w o o d en  structures, 
and even  th e  railw ay-bridge across the A m u D arya w as until abou t 
1900 n o th in g  b u t a w o oden  b ridge  abou t 3  k ilom etres long, g ro a ­
n ing  and  com plaining in all its jo in ts w hen the  train  traversed  it; 
the  passengers therefore, as a  rule, p referred  w alk ing  across the 
bridge in  fron t of the  train. In 1900 an iron b ridge  w as, how ­
ever, built for the railway across the  A m u D arya. B u t a  g lance at 
the m ap show s that these  few  bridges are on ly  for th e  advan tage 
of the  railways, the m ain roads and  their very  nearest precincts, 
betw een the  bridges there are often stretches several tim es th e  size 
of D enm ark. Besides the  perceptib le w an t of bu ild ing  m aterial it 
is n o  unessential h indrance th a t the  rivers in deserts an d  steppes 
often change their course th ro u g h  the flat regions w hen  th e  river 
has sw ep t too  m uch su spended  m atter along; the  im m ense num ber 
of arm s of w hich the  rivers often consist vary  from  y ea r to  year



in num ber and course, and  finally an  anorm al snow-fall in the  m oun­
tains m ay cause inundations w hich together w ith ice-drift level bo th  
bridges and  tow ns w ith  the  g round .

Several tim es in the year the  railway-bridge across the A m u 
D arya w as broken, especially du ring  the ice-drift on  the  river. In 
m ost places round  the upper course of the A m u D arya that are 
only elevated  one foo t above th e  level of the w ater th e  territory 
is inundated  nearly every  year so  th a t tow ns are cu t off from one 
another for a long period  of tim e, and the rickety clay-houses are 
sw ept away.

R iv e r - c r o s s in g s  in  th e  le v e l  c o u n t ry .  T he m easures w hich 
m ust be taken  to  cross the  rivers in the  level country  outside the 
b ridges differ accor­
ding to  the  special fa­
culty of the inhabitants.
In som e m ore frequen ­
ted  reg ions there are 
on bo th  river banks 
ferries w ith gem as on 
w hich anim als and car­
riages m ust be  loaded, 
and in som e places ro ­
pes are stretched from  
one bank  to  the  o ther 
by  m eans of w hich the 
gem a drives across the 
river. Such  crossings are n o t w ithou t danger, for the gem as are 
narrow , and horses and carriages m ust be placed crossw ise to  
give room ; the  anim als often becom e restive, and very  little m otion 
m akes the gem a w ith its con ten ts tu rn  round . W e have often stood 
anxious and  exited on  the gunw ale of these gem as, ho ld ing  on to  
the ho rses’ tails; a requisite num ber of m en w ere placed o n  each side 
of the gem a tha t the  centre of g ravity  could be changed, should 
the anim als becom e restive, b u t only  once did tw o horses fall into 
the w ater; the greater the danger, the  m ore attentive one becomes, 
and even the anim als seem ed to  understand  tha t they  had  to  keep 
quiet, w hich is no w onder as th ey  are accustom ed, like man, to  
fight their w ay th rough  grea t difficulties.

In som e places in the level coun try  as in the m ountains one 
ferries across on  an inflated h ide (goat’s or w olf’s skin) o r on  floats



fo rm ed  of such, b u t w here it is possible one crosses the  fords on  
h o rseback ; if o n e’s horse is to o  short-legged, cam els m ust be o b ­
ta ined  from  the nom ads of the steppe , and  th en  o n e  sw im s the 
ho rses  after the  cam els; if, finally, the latter are n o t tall enough , one 
w aits, like the  natives, until the  river sinks; often it takes a g o o d  
deal of tim e, b u t hu rry  is n o t to  be th o u g h t of in these  regions.

W hen, for instance, a Russian tarantas canno t b e  taken  across, 
it is d ragged  by  ropes after one of the high-w heeled  arbas of the 
natives, and  in the latter the  traveller takes a seat w ith  his bag- 
bage. In strong  current th e  w ater dashes across the  arba , and  to  
p rev e n t the  baggage from  getting  w et, the traveller lifts it up in to  
the  air and  has it carried across b y  degrees in  sm all lots, while 
natives, m oun ted  on camels on each side of the  arba, w ith  ropes 
fastened  to  the carriages p rev en t the latter from  b e in g  u p se t by  the 
cu rren t and  sw ept off. If the  taran tas canno t be  ferried across, 
w hich is often the  case, one  m ust sell it to  a chance b u y er and  
then  b u y  another carriage on  the opposite  bank . In w in ter the 
rivers generally are so w aterless tha t they  can be crossed  at the 
fo rd s, and  it is possible to  traverse the  A m u D ary a  on the  ice, 
boats being  held in readiness. D uring  the  ice-drift, especially in 
M arch , all passage excepting  over the bridges is im possib le for a 
lo n g  period.

M e a n s  o f c o n v e y a n c e .  Carriages can very  rarely  be em ­
p loyed  and  at any  rate on ly  in the  level coun try  an d  in  the  m o u n ­
tain valleys w ithin the larger oases. T he roads are n o t adap ted  to 
E u ropean  carriages tha t are som ew hat slight of bu ild  and  a E uro ­
pean  landau, for instance, w o u ld  very  soon  be spoiled . E veryw here 
in R ussian Asia is used  the  so-called tarantas consisting  of a boat­
shaped  fram e of iron-plate o r w ood  resting on  pliable po les across 
the axle-trees. T he best of them  are prov ided  w ith  a hood , and  
behind  there is room  for a little baggage. T he carriage is draw n 
by  th ree  horses, and  in spring  w hen  the roads are soaked , by  five; 
even  thus it is very  difficult fo r them  to  drag it th ro u g h  the loess 
slush. Tarantases of the sam e shape as the latter, b u t m uch  smaller, 
m ore prim itive and n o t p rov ided  w ith any  h o o d  are also in use, 
and  som etim es one is obliged to  p u t up  w ith still m ore  prim itive 
conveyances; on the  w hole, it is difficult to  p rocure  E u ropean  con­
veyances in Bokhara excepting  the w ell-know n sm all R ussian cabs 
w hich are seen in grea t num bers on the road  from  the railway- 
station of N ew  Bokhara to  O ld  Bokhara. T he drivers are native



coachm en, no t fit to  drive a carriage outside this beaten road. F or 
longer stretches the traveller m ust convey reserve horses fastened 
b y  ropes behind the carriage, an d  provisions. O u tside the larger 
oases in the  level coun try  d riv ing  is, how ever, too  difficult to  be 
very  usual, as the  carriage can n o t be repaired on  the spot.

T h a t question  m ay be asked: how  is the  post?  for, of course, 
m any le tters are despatched by  native m erchants, officials etc. and 
by th e  E uropeans. A part from  the railway the p o st is every­
w here taken  charge of b y  the  superin tenden ts of the  tow ns and 
villages w hose du ty  it is to  forw ard  letters and  small parcels 
to  the ir neighbou r superin tenden t, always b y  a m oun ted  m es­
sen g er; in spite of the 
im m ense distances the 
p ost generally  reaches 
its destination, and in­
deed  fairly quickly.

L etters are also 
transm itted  by  the cara­
vans w hich pass be­
tw een the larger oases.

Besides the  convey ­
ances already m enti­
oned  one  m ore is still 
in  use w hose appea­
rance is the  sam e near­
ly  everyw here in the 
level coun try  of Central Asia. T his is the tw o-w heeled arba, em ­
p loyed  in all these countries; th e  shape is practically the  same. The 
w heels are very  high, often 2 — 2'/- m etres high, and  it is broad 
o r narrow  accord ing  to the. need s  of the region concerned. There 
are, as a rule, tw o poles be tw een  w hich the  horse (there is never 
m ore th an  one) is put, and farthest beh ind  betw een th e  w heels an 
o sier-bo ttom  is m ade betw een cross-bars and  the poles. In Bokhara 
the arba is o ften  prov ided  w ith  a so rt of h o o d  to  p ro tec t from  the 
sun ; it is m ade of linen o r even of silk in m otley colours and is 
decorated  w ith  m anifold m etal m ountings. W hen m ore elegantly 
furnished th ey  are as a rule in ten d ed  for conveying  w om en and 
children of th e  richer classes. T hus 1 often saw  w om en from  the 
harem  of the  Em ir of B okhara being  carried in covered  arbas fol­
low ed b y  an escort from  the m ain tow n  to  som e o ther place fixed 
upon  b y  the Em ir as his residence for a shorter tim e. C onsidering



th a t they  are o ld-fashioned conveyances the  arbas are very  practi­
cal, being  rarely upset ow ing  to  their generally  w ide gau g e ; w ith  
the ir h igh  w heels they  traverse fords and canals m ore easily than  
E u ro p ean  carriages, and  th ey  are also easily repaired . In som e of 
them  the axle is fastened to  the  bo ttom  of the  carriage, in o thers 
th e  w heels are fastened to  the  axle, sw inging in osier-straps below  
th e  carriage, and  one of the  w heels is often fastened  to  the axle 
w hile the  o ther runs ro u n d  on the  latter; in th is case the  arba can 
accord ing  to  the  natives be  m ore easily tu rned . T he felly of the 
w heel is m ade of a b en t tru n k  of a tree , and as the  latter canno t 
alw ays be m ade quite circular, the  m ovem ent of th e  carriage is often 
curiously  jo lting , it looks ridiculous and  does n o t contribu te to  
th e  w ell-being of the  traveller while advancing along  the rough  
ro ad s; the  driver is alw ays m o u n ted  on the horse. In K arategin the  
sledge is also used as a carriage, as dealt w ith  in  the  accoun t of 
m y  travels th rough  Shugnan , Roshan, D arvas and  K arategin.

B e a s t s  o f  b u r d e n  a n d  r i d in g  a n im a ls .  T hese are the  camel, 
th e  drom edary , the  horse, the  donkey  and  the y ak -ох. T he cam el 
and  th e  drom edary  (tüa) are decidedly indispensable; it w ou ld  be, 
so  to  speak, im possible to  keep  up com m unication across deserts 
and  steppes w ithout caravan anim als w hich are able to  th irst for a  
longer period, and they  are , in deed , em ployed  to  a g rea t extent. 
T he camels of B okhara , b o th  the  one- and the tw o-hunched , are 
ren o w n ed  from  tim e im m em orial. T hey  are of th e  sam e race as 
the  fam ous Bactrian camel and  the  camel from  A ndkhui. A lthough 
th ey  are inhabitants of the  plain and decided haters of ascents and 
descen ts, they  are nevertheless used  in  the m oun ta ins w here the 
passages are fairly go o d , especially devoid  of stones and  so  broad  
tha t the large animals can advance w ith  their bu rdens. W hen one 
w ants to  use them  in m oun ta in  regions, one m ust be  aw are of the 
quality  of the  rou tes and  the steepness of the ascents; if the as­
cents are steep and  the paths s tony  or narrow , o n e  canno t get 
on  w ith  these animals. T he natives w ho are tho ro u g h ly  acquainted 
w ith the  m ountains w hich th e y  have to  traverse em ploy  them , b e ­
cause they  are capable of carry ing  a m uch heavier b u rd en  than 
o ther animals, and also because their pace is m ore even  th an  tha t 
of the  horse; they  are consequen tly  better adap ted  to  th e  convey ­
ance of fragile objects. T o  scientific expeditions w hich convey  
m any  sorts of instrum ents it is a g rea t advantage to  em ploy  them ; 
the  sho rt shocks w hich the baggage suffers on horseback  are avoided



on cam els o r  drom edaries. T he camels advance slowly, because 
alw ays pac ing ; bu t a lighter k ind  of drom edaries are even conside­
rably  quicker than the  horse. It is a pitiful sight to  see camels 
m oving  up  and  dow n even low er m ountain  passes. U pw ards they 
m anage fairly well, b u t the  descen t is very  irksom e for them . T hey 
g roan  at each step  and  will sudden ly  th row  them selves dow n with 
baggage or rider w hich is decidedly  dangerous to  the  latter; and 
they  canno t be forced to  advance further. The in tense heat in 
sum m er to rm en ts them  very  m uch , and during this season the 
n igh t is preferred  for travelling, while the caravans take rest by 
day. T hey  canno t stand severe cold either, and  in w inter they  are 
therefore covered  w ith 
th ick felt rugs. In spring 
and  autum n, w hen the 
slopes are slippery, they  
are n o t used  in the m oun ­
ta ins, as they  cannot 
find foo t-ho ld  w ith their 
broad  feet w hich are 
adap ted  to  the sand 
of the deserts. O ne 
au tum n w hen  the w ea­
ther sudden ly  tu rned  
w et in  the  m ountains,
I w as obliged to  sus­
pend  m y  m arch w ith 
the caravan of camels, 
as it w as im possible for 
the anim als to  keep upright on  the  greasy slopes. In such cases 
one is obliged to  m ake the natives exchange horses o r oxen for 
the camels.

B ut in  the  level coun try  the  camel is an excellent caravan ani­
mal; on  longer m arches he carries 400  pou n d s, on shorter 6 and 
800  p o u n d s; he walks steadily and  ow ing to  his heigh t he is well 
adap ted  to  crossing rivers. F o r  the sam e reason he can be loaded 
w ith vo lum inous th ings; thus one day  I saw one camel loaded with 
tw o large w ardrobes and ano ther stru tting on w ith one of the well- 
know n Russian stoves.

If one  w ants to  g e t on m ore quickly, one chooses lighter d rom e­
daries w hich canno t, how ever, carry m uch m ore than  horses. A 
g o o d  camel can in  14 consecutive days cover abou t 7 D anish
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m iles a day. T he camel is a very  patien t anim al, excepting  the 
m ales during  the ru tting  tim e, w hen they  kick and  bite and  are 
som etim es very  dangerous to  deal w ith.

T h e  head-gear of the  cam el and  d rom edary  is generally  no th ing  
b u t a  s trong  bone o r w o o d en  stick th rust th ro u g h  th e  partition- 
w all of the  nose, in w hich is tied a rope, o r for the  less refractory 
a halter. The rider m anages them  by  m eans of th is single rope 
an d  a long  cane. If lo ad ed , the rope of the  head-gear is fastened 
to  th e  pack-saddle of th e  p receding  animal. T he pack-saddle co n ­
sists of a sort of m attress stuffed w ith straw, hay  o r co tto n  and w ith

holes for the hunch  
o r th e  hunches. O n  
a tw o-hunched  anim al 
square  fram es are con ­
n ec ted  o n  each side of 
th e  saddle w ith  thin 
po les a long  the  latter, 
and  the  saddle is then  
read y  for loading;. If the 
cam el o r d rom edary  is 
u sed  fo r riding, the  seat 
for th e  rider varies very  
m uch. S om etim es o n ­
ly  a b und le  of felt is 
p laced  on  the pack-

C a m e l  c a ra v a n  i n  t h e  d e s e r t  n e a r  B o k h a r a .  S a d d le  a n d  О П  to p  Of

th is a  com m on w o o d ­
en rid ing-sadd le  such as is used on horses, o r else th e y  have a 
special, high w ooden  saddle, grasping the hunch  like a fork. T he 
leaders of transport caravans have, as a rule, no  saddle at all, bu t 
sit dow n in the best w ay  possible betw een  th e  tw o  bund les of 
baggage balanced on b o th  sides of the  animal. F o r  tran sp o rt of 
passengers tw o baskets are often suspended  across the  pack-saddle; 
in  each a person sits o r on ly  one basket is h u n g  on  one side 
in  w hich one person  balances the  baggage h ang ing  on  the o ther 
side. F o r  the conveyance of w om en and children la ttice-cages are 
often  suspended , balanced tw o  by  tw o, across the  cam el (also on
th e  horse). T he cages lo o k  exactly as cages fo r w ild beasts in
m enageries, having also a lattice-door. Inside th e  close rails the
w om en  can sit unveiled w ithou t strange m en be ing  able to  catch
a  glim pse of them , and y e t en joy  the view  and  th e  air. B oth



the cages and  the baskets are called “kedsheve” . It m ust often be 
a very  unpleasan t w ay of being  conveyed ; thus I have seen them  
advancing  along narrow  paths w here  the kedsheve h u n g  over the 
precipices. F o r  w om en of quality  or old delicate persons of rank 
a real w o o d en  platform  is p laced on the  pack-saddle; it is fitted 
up w ith  a canopy, and  the camel is caparisoned w ith  costly covers

F r o m  th e  le f t  t o  th e  r i g h t ;  b e l l  s u s p e n d e d  ro u n d  th e  c a m e l s  n e c k ;  th e  b e l l  is  o f  i r o n - p la te  a n d  th e

to n g u e  is  a  b o n e  o f  a n  a n i m a l ; h a l te r  fo r  a c a m e l ; le a th e rn  c a s e  fo r  th e  tea* j u g  w h ic h  is  fa s te n e d
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h o rs e  d u r in g  t h e  r e s t ;  i t  is  p r o v id e d  w ith  th e  o r ig in a l  p a d lo c k .
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w ith fringes and  tassels. G reat pom p  is occasionally displayed, but 
nevertheless it is one of the rarer sights. R ound the  neck of the 
camel is tied a b road  m any co loured  band w ith the indispensable 
bells of copper, brass o r iron-plate and  w ith  a tongue consisting of 
an an im al’s bone. E veryw here in Bokhara especially during the 
light calm  nights one hears the  exhilarating sound  of bells on the 
caravan roads.



T he camels are also used  to  labour; T u rkom ans and  Kirghiz 
often  p lough  w ith  team s of camels, and  the  R ussians an d  E uropean  
contractors em ploy  them  for heavy d rau g h t; w hen  a new  railway 
w as being  constructed, I o ften  saw  the solem n cam el d ragg ing  along  
an im m ense truck.

C am els and  d rom edaries differ very  m uch in appearance in the  
various regions, b u t they  never afford such a pitiful sigh t as those  
m et w ith in our Zoological G ardens. In som e parts  the  race is

B o k h a ra n  h o rs e  t ra p p in g s  w i th  s i lv e re d  i r o n - b u i ld in g .  H e a d - g e a r  w i th  s n a f f le  (b r a n c h  is  n e v e r  e m ­

p lo y e d ) . T h e  s m a ll  la c k e re d  w o o d e n  s a d d le  (e g ä r)  in la id  w i th  iv o ry  r e s ts  o n  s tu f fe d  c u s h io n s  a n d  

a n  e m b r o id e r e d  s a d d le - c lo th  l in e d  w i th  fe lt .  T h e  c a p l ik e  l e a th e r n  c a s e  o n  th e  s a d d le - h o r n  is  a  so -

c a l le d  c h in e g o b  in  w h ic h  a re  k e p t  t e a - v e s s e l s ;  t e a - ju g s  a r e  f a s te n e d  to  th e  le a th e r n  s t r in g s  h a n g in g
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sm aller, elsew here larger and  stronger. O n  the  steppes the  m ost 
m agnificent camels of A sia are seen, renow ned  from  tim es im m e­
m oria l; large anim als w hich during  the season w hen  the ir coat is 
fine and  thick look  really fine and  im posing, they  are very  strong. 
O therw ise these anim als look, as a rule, m ore o r  less shabby 
th ro u g h o u t the greater p a rt of the year. T hey are co n ten t w ith
very  little and  for a lo n g  tim e they  can live u p o n  the stiff



cam elthorn and  other shrub w hich no one b u t the cam el th inks of 
eating.

T h e  H o r s e  (at usb, asp tadj). P roperly  speaking the horse is 
the  m ost im portan t riding anim al and  beast of bu rden . It is in ­
d ispensable everyw here. O n  horseback  one advances along the 
intricate roads and paths of the  oases and  th e  m ost inaccessible

B o k h a r a n  h o r s e  t r a p p in g s  m o u n te d  w i th  p la te s  o f g o ld  a n d  d e c o r a te d  w ith  t u r q u o is e s ,  F ro m  th e  le f t  

t o  th e  r i g h t :  h e a d -g e a r , o r n a m e n t  fo r  th e  n e c k ,  fo r e  a n d  h in d  ts r a p s .  N a t,  M u s , in  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f-
s e n 's  C o lle c t io n .

m ountain  routes, b u t only, indeed , w here w ater and  food  can be 
p roduced . To possess a wife and  a horse is to  the  Bokharan 
am ong the  m ost essential th ings. T he horse is as well treated  and 
g room ed  as a w om an as long  as he is fit for riding, then  he is 
m ade use  of as a pack-horse, and  if he does n o t succum b under 
the  heavy  bu rden  on  the m arches, he is driven ou t into the steppe 
w ith  his b o d y  full of running  sores to  be eaten by  the  w olves or 
he m ust go  round  in a small co tton- o r rice-mill during  the latter



part of his life. T he m anner in w hich the w orn  o u t horses are 
trea ted  in Bokhara is pitiful beyond  all expression.

In caravan travelling in the m ountains it is. as a rule, the horse 
w ho  is the suiferer, and only  on the m ost dan g e ro u s rou tes or in 
the snow  in w inter is the y a k -ох used to  any  ex ten t instead of the 
horse. But the caravans conveying  baggage in the level coun try  
are also often seen to consist oi horses, som etim es several hundreds 
in the sam e caravan. T hey  cannot, indeed, be loaded  so heavily 
as the camels, bu t they  are much cheaper than  the latter, and 
w here the route in the level coun try  is only  traversed  by a few 
ranges of hills, the horses are, as a rule, preferred, as in the m oun ­
tains there is the risk of losing o n e ’s cam els from the reasons 
m entioned  above and also because they do not stand  hard w eather 
nearly as well as the horses. Especially w here w ind prevails in 
connection with w inter cold, the camels are very  badlv off.

T he horse being such an indispensable anim al, it is no w onder 
that horse breed ing  is very  com m on everyw here. К о  one walks 
even  the shortest distances, he m ust always be on  horseback , both  
the inhabitant or the oasis, only go ing  errands in the bazar, or the 
nom ad of the steppe. T he natives cannot understand  that E u ro ­
peans walk to take exercise or to look at som e th ing  or o ther; 
for they ride th rough  thick and th in  from childhood  and  are conse­
quently  born riders.

But they are no t g o o d  riders in the E uropean  sense of the 
w o rd ; for if an inhabitant of the oasis or a nom ad  w ere placed on 
a large E uropean horse, he w ould certainly after a few seconds lie 
on the ground, and it ho lds good  even of the  best riders, the 
nom ads, that they canno t m ake the full of the h o rse 's  pace, they 
fall off the horse w hen they  take a gallop across the  steppe while 
the E uropean keeps a firm seat on the saddle. If their horses b e ­
com e restive and shy, they are also throw n off, because they  always
ride with very short stirrups, so that their knees are alm ost on a 
level w ith the saddle. T hey  do not like to  ride on m ares, as this 
is n o t considered p roper. The rid in g -sad d le  is a high w ooden  
saddle with a horn in front and resting on felt rugs, w oven  rugs
a n d  cushions. .A cross the w ooden  saddle a quilt is laid w hich is
used as a bed by the traveller during  the m arch, and  the m ost 
necessary luggage is conveyed  in the so-called kurd jum , a w oven 
wallet, placed on top oi the saddle on the quilt; the rider sits on 
the m iddle of the wallet, the bags hanging  dow n  on either side 
behind the rider. The horse  is always ridden on the snaffle, spurs



are unknow n; as m eans of pun ishm ent the short w hip is em ployed, 
kam tshe, tha t has the sam e appearance as a hunting-stock. T he 
pace is always a quick w alk o r canter; they  dislike tro tting .

T he Asiatics in B okhara are rem arkable w hen com pared  to the 
E uropeans for an  alm ost incredible perseveranc'e an d  the horse is 
trained  to  be as enduring  as th e  m en.

W hen used as a pack-horse the horse is covered  w ith felt 
rugs, on to p  of w hich is p laced a pack-saddle, a sort of m attress

S a d d lc - c lo th  o f  v e lv e t  w i th  g o ld - b r o c a d e .  O n ly  t o  b e  u s e d  b y  th e  E m ir  a n d  th e  h ig h e s t  d ig n i ta r ie s .

N a t.  M u s . in  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n ’s  C o lle c t io n .

stuffed w ith  hay  or straw . T he baggage has to  be suspended  by  
horse-collars o r ropes across the  saddle, balanced on  each side of 
the horse, and  the  bu rden  should  n o t w eigh m ore than 200  
p o u n d s; on longer m arches n o t m ore than  125— 150 pounds. O w ing  
to  the  grea t need  of horses the  nom ads breed  lo ts of them ; herds 
of thousand  and  m ore are often  seen bo th  on the steppes and in 
the low er m ountains, and  th e  nom ads do an extensive business
w ith them  in the tow ns of th e  oases a t the large fairs.

In C entral Asia the  horses m ay be divided in to  tw o classes,
nam ely the  oasis- and  the steppe-horse. The oasis-horse is larger
(often 30  inches), coarser and  m ore clum sy than the steppe-horse. T he



la tter is as a rule be tte r built, is smaller, m ore persevering , livelier 
and  surer of foo t than  th e  oasis-horse, bu t is n o t so  easily m anaged  
as th e  latter. M y opin ion  is th a t the  T urkom an  an d  K irghiz horse  
are  of the  class w hich I have te rm ed  the s teppe-ho rse ; the  form er 
is, how ever, as a rule som ew hat larger than  th e  K irghiz horse, 
a n d  w hereas the b o d y  of th e  latter is com paratively  com pact, the 
T u rk o m an  horse has a lo n g  back, long  neck, is little hairy, has 
v e ry  soft and  fine skin, a very  thin m ane and  a coat g lis ten ing  like 
silk. H e is decidedly  to  be preferred to  the K irghiz horse, his 
price being, indeed, 400  an d  1000 sh., w hereas a g o o d  horse  can

W o v e n  s a d d le - b a g s  ( k u r d ju m ) ;  th e y  a re  s h u t  b y  th e  n u m b e r le s s  s m a l l  e y e s  b e in g  p la i t e d  in to  o n e  a n ­

o th e r .  T h e y  a r e  la id  a c r o s s  th e  w o o d e n  s a d d le :  o n e  r id e s  o n  th e  m id d le  p ie c e ,  a n d  th e  b a g s  h a n g  
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b e  b o u g h t from  the Kirghiz o r inhabitants of th e  oases for 100 
an d  150  sh. or often 80  sh. o r less. A  race com ing  near to  the 
s teppe-ho rse  is the com m on A fghan m ountain-horse, as to  size and 
appearance som ething be tw een  the T urkom an and  K irghiz horse, 
b u t still m ore like the  form er. H is price is the  sam e as tha t of 
the  K irghiz horse, he is a be tte r rid ing-horse than  the latter, b u t 
n o t so  g o o d  as a beast of bu rden . A  few specim ens are seen in 
the  oases on  the plain of a m uch  larger race of h o rses than  those  
m en tioned  here and  in troduced  from  Persia. This is a large, noble



an d  fiery horse, as a rule taw ny  coloured and  very  costly. H e is 
generally  on ly  used for riding b y  the h igher officials and  rich m er­
chan ts; he is a luxury, n o t well adap ted  to  caravan use.

T h e  d o n k e y  (eshek o r eshak) is everyw here in Central Asia 
the  rid ing  anim al and  beast of bu rden  of the  poor, and  these being

3  C h i n e g o b s .  M a d e  o f  le a th e r .  T h e y  a re  s u s p e n d e d  b y  th e  h o r n s  o f  th e  s a d d le  a n d  a r e  u s e d  
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in a g rea t m ajority , he is em ployed  to  a g rea t extent. The hus­
b and  w ho  canno t procure a horse  m ust be conten t w ith a donkey 
on  w hich he, his veiled wife and  their child are carried over long  
distances. T he donkey  carries such  large bundles of hay  and corn 
hom e from  the field tha t often no th ing  bu t his small, g rey  legs



tripp ing  along is seen of him  below  the b u rd en  w o o d  an d  char­
coal in small w allets h an g  balanced across a sm all pack-saddle. 
T housands of donkeys are seen in the tow ns of th e  oases; for 
th ey  are no t adapted  to  lo n g  journeys, no t so  m uch  ow ing  to  w an t 
of endurance, bu t because they  carry so little, can n o t easily clear 
the fords and m ust be  resh o d  an endless num ber of tim es on  stony  
g ro u n d , as they  are n o t able to  w ear very  h eavy  shoes. It is, 
how ever, convenient to  have a few donkeys in o n e ’s caravan, fo r 
instance, to  carry som e instrum ent or pho tog raph ic  appara tu s w hich 
m ust be had at hand  every  m om ent, a little hu n tin g  am m unition  
o r the  wallet for p rovisions w anted  at the n ex t halt; th is p re ­
ven ts such things being  included in the  larger bag g ag e  on  horse 
o r cam elback. “To be slow  and  lazy like a d o n k e y ” , is only  
app rop ria te  to  som e ex ten t; if, for instance, a  d o n k ey  finds the 
w ea ther to o  disagreeable, he  m akes his w ay  u n d e r  th e  ten t-clo th  
and  is suddenly  seen in the  m iddle of the ten t; he  canno t be driven 
aw ay, b u t m ust be dragged  off, and  then he v e ry  soon  re tu rn s; 
b u t the  w ord  is no t appropria te  for the m any small, sh iny  g rey  
fellow s tro tting  along th e  roads of the oases w ith  the ir large bu r­
dens, as if the w hole th in g  w ere a gam e.

T here are tw o  special races of donkeys, the  sm all light grey, 
as a rule only a little m ore than  one m etre h igh, and  a larger race, 
of the  size of a small N orw egian  horse, often p iebald  (w hite and  
grey, w hite and reddish  b row n  or w hite and  black), som etim es also 
qu ite  w hite. The latter co lou r is h ighly esteem ed. T he donkey  is a 
v e ry  cheap animal, the  sm all standing  as a  rule a t 10 and  12 sh., 
and  the large up  to  30  sh. a piece. F o r  rid ing  a head-gear like 
th a t of the horse is em p loyed , o r only  a halter, an d  a small 
rid ing-saddle, b u t the natives sit, as a ru le, o n  a p iece of ra g  
far beh ind  on  the  rum p of the  donkey, d riv ing  him  along  by 
pricking him  incessantly o n  his h ind  quarters w ith  an  iron o r 
w o o d en  peg.

T he A vesta peop le  to o k  a grea t in terest in b reed in g  of horses 
and  cam els but the don k ey  w as also held in g rea t esteem  by  them . 
T he cam el is m entioned  in  the  G athas and  has b een  dom esticated  
as far back in tim e as w e can get. T he sam e is the  case w ith  the 
donkey . In the P arsee m y tho logy  the  th ree-legged  don k ey  plays a 
g rea t part. H e has th ree feet, six eyes, nine m uzzles, tw o  ears and 
an enorm ous horn  p ro tru d in g  from  the forehead, and  stands in the 
lake of V orukasha (the C aspian) w here his task  is to  keep  all the 
w aters of the earth free from  uncleanliness.



T h e  y a k -о х . If one canno t advance in the m ounta ins w ith any  
of the  above m entioned anim als because the steepness of the paths, 
the  im m ense stone heaps of th e  m oraines, the ice of the glaciers, 
deep  snow , a too  rough  clim ate or clayey slopes th row  too great 
obstacles in o ne 's  w ay, the  y ak -ох (called kutas b y  th e  Kirghiz, or 
g run ting  ox, because it g run ts  incessantly w hile m oving  about) is 
fixed upon ; th is animal is know n everyw here in  C entral Asia. If I 
had  n o t seen w ith m y ow n eyes the endurance and  surefootedness 
of these animals, and  if I had  n o t myself em ployed  them  under 
various circum stances, I w ou ld  hard ly  believe w hat is said of them ; 
these  tales cannot, how ever, easily be exaggerated. I have seen 
them  perform  m arches of 11 D anish  miles w ith baggage w eighing 
2 00  pou n d s on  their back th ro u g h  snow  and ice under the m ost 
d esperate  conditions, 12 and  13000  feet above the  level of the 
sea, w here the air is thin, and  on  arriving at a g rassy  plateau after 
such an expedition  they  p layed  w ith one ano ther galloping and  
frisking about. I have seen them  used  bo th  for rid ing  and as 
beasts of bu rden  dow n the  steepest and  m ost clayey loess slopes 
w ithou t losing foo thold  a single tim e; they  slide dow n straddling 
on all fours; I have seen th em  climb the m ost inaccessible slopes 
at the foo t of the glaciers and  the  perpetual snow  15 and 18000 
feet above  the sea w here no  o th e r beast of burden  w ould  be able 
to  find foothold , and even th en  continue such despera te  m arches 
for several consecutive days. T herefore the yak-ох is alw ays chosen 
for the  m ost difficult passages, b o th  for rid ing  and  as beast of b u r­
den. If one w ants to advance w ith  horses th ro u g h  snow  in diffi­
cult reg ions, the best plan is to  m ake som e yak-oxen tread a path  
for the horses. His size is ab o u t tha t of a com m on, large D anish 
cow, he has a long  m ane on  neck and  fore part of the  b o d y  and 
a tail like a horse, large convex  horns and, as a rule, he is black 
or black-brindled, a few quite w hite, b u t the latter are rare, and a 
w hite yak -ох tail w aving from  the  to p  of a pole is therefore con­
sidered to  be the  greatest d istinction at the g rave of a native. 
W hether em ployed  for rid ing  o r as beasts of b u rd en  their head ­
gear is a w oollen rope d raw n th ro u g h  a hole in  the  nose. The 
riding- and  pack-saddle is qu ite the  sam e as tha t of the  horse. There 
is on ly  one inconvenience that, as a rule, he  m ust have g o o d  and 
plentiful food , som e grain from  the field is preferred, and  that he 
does n o t easily thrive below  7  and  8 0 0 0  feet and upw ards w here 
he is w o n t to  live. B ut one  advan tage m ust be m entioned, nam ely 
tha t the  milk of the  yak-cow  is better than  all o the r milk as to



richness and  flavour; it is like cream . A D anish rice-porridge boiled 
in milk from the yak-cow  as w e often had it du ring  m y journeys 
in the  m ountains m ust decidediy  be said to o u td o  all o the r cook ­
ing, and , ow ing to the excellent qualities of the milk, bu tte r p re ­
pared  from the latter is better than anyth ing  else p roduced  by 
A siatics. But it is a p ity that this butter is m ade in such a pri­
m itive w ay.



R E L IG IO N , M O SQ U E S,

M E D R E S SE S  A N D  T H EIR  E C C LE SIA ST IC S

B
y  the oldest population  of B okhara are generally  m eant the Ira­

nians, the p resen t Tadjiks, w hose purest types are seen in the 
B okharan  P am ir valleys. A ccord ing  to  Chinese sources Khiva, B ok­
hara and  T urkestan had  form erly  an A ryan population , and the 
T artar-M ongolian race did  n o t im m igrate until a com paratively late 
tim e. B u t the fact tha t the Tartar-M ongolian  people, now  the rulers 
in C entral Asia, m et w ith A ryan  tribes does n o t p reclude the  pos­
sibility tha t the A ryans on  the ir arrival here m et w ith T artar abori­
gines w ho on  the T artar-M ongolian  invasion had long  ago becom e 
sw allow ed u p  by  the ru ling  A ryans, the bearers of culture. The 
possibility  that a non-A ryan  population  existed alongside of the 
A ryan  is n o t excluded, bu t even  p roved  in A vesta w here N on- 
A ryans are dealt w ith several tim es. T he N on-A ryan countries are 
fough t by  the  A ryans by  the  help  of Zarathustra, and  this show s 
clearly tha t a w ar betw een races has taken place; here the A ryans 
g o t the  u p p er hand , b u t th is w ar is in A vesta rem oved  to  a very 
d istan t time.

T he period  before the A ryans becam e the inhabitants of Bo­
khara is w rapped  up  in darkness, and  w e know  very  little of the 
A ryans them selves, before Islam  m ade its w ay into the  country. 
It is possible tha t they  had  their original hom e here , then  spread 
from  here  over the  countries in  the  w est tow ards M esopotam ia. 
W e know  w ith  certainty tha t th e  o ld  Iranian fire- and light-religion 
had  its m ain seats here , and  th a t Z oroaster, Z arathustra, the bea­
m ing , had  his first adheren ts o n  the  banks of the river Serafshan 
after being  ejected from  his presum able hom e, A trapatenae (the 
presen t A sserbaidjan o r A dar-baigan, guard ing  the fire).

T he Islamitic religion is n o w  prevalent in all these  places; at 
the beg inn ing  of the eighth cen tu ry  it g o t the  upper hand  of the



P arsee  religion (Parsee from  F ars =  Persia) o r th e  relig ion of the 
G eb e rs  (in Persia they  are called G eber). T he P arsee  or A vesta 
relig ion (often Z end  A vesta) h ad  in C entral A sia its M ecca, its centre, 
in  th e  flourishing Balkh or Balikh (O ld Turkish w o rd  m eaning  prin ­
cipal tow n) in A fghan T urkestan. It is now  a ru ined  place, b u t 
bes ide  it has arisen the  tow n  of M azar-i-sherif (The T om bs of 
T h e  H oly).

In B okhara the P arsee religion w as closely p ressed  b y  tw o o ther 
relig ions, nam ely B uddhism  and  Christianity. In the  1st century  
B uddh ism  gained several adheren ts here, and  even  for a long  tim e 
after the invasion of Islam  B uddhistic idols are said to  have been 
sold  in  the  bazars of B okhara, and  on  their arrival the  A rabs found  
rich tem ples w ith idols in go ld  and  silver and tem ple d o o rs  carved 
w ith  m ythical figures. Before Islam the Christian doctrine  had  gained 
access in M id A sia, thus w e know  th a t in  the y ea r of 4 2 0  there 
w as a C hristian A rchbishop  in  M erv, 503— 520 a B ishop  in  Sam ar­
kand , in the  circuit of w hich tow n  large Christian cong regations are 
said to  have existed w hich did  n o t d isappear to ta lly  un til the end 
of th e  13th century. T he A rabs found  C hristians liv ing here under 
peaceable conditions, b u t w e have no particulars a b o u t the ir further 
fate; w e only know  tha t th e  doctrine w as ex tirpated  here as else­
w here  in M id and  C entral Asia.

B efore the arrival of the  A rabs and  the  conversion  of the 
A ryans to  Islam, the  latter had  already lost the g o v ern m en t of B o­
khara, as T urkish (heathen, B uddhistic  o r Sham anitic) nom ads had 
forced their w ay from  th e  n o rth  into the  countries on  the  O xus 
and  Jaxartes. T hey  des troyed  Balkh in  the  second  century, and 
in the  6 th  and  7 th  centuries th e y  had  im m igrated in so  g rea t nu m ­
bers into B okhara and  T urkestan  as to  com pletely  deprive the 
A ryans of their influence. T he A rabs w ho m arched in to  B okhara in 
the  year 666  under Rebi-Ibn-ul-H arith , spread ing  the  doctrine of 
M oham m ed  w ith  fire and  sw ord, found the  coun try  u n d er Turkish 
rule. T here w ere sharp struggles betw een Islam and  the  P arsee 
religion. P eople of rank  especially adhered to their o ld  religion 
practising  its rites a t night, b u t by  day  obliged to  do hom age to 
Islam. It w as only under Kutei'be b in  M uslim , vassal of the  Calif 
of B agdad  and g randson  of the  legendary  queen  K hatun  of B o­
khara w ho is su rrounded  b y  a certain nim bus, th a t Islam  finally 
conquered  the Parsee relig ion; Kutei'be, w ho ab o u t 711 m ade his 
renow ned  expedition in to  th e  C hinese realm  as far as K ho tan  and 
Turfan and  w ho had  assum ed his nam e to  flatter th e  A rabs, was



am ong  the m ightiest rulers of Islam. At the  beginning of the eighth 
century  the  K oran (from kara =  to  read) was translated in Bokhara 
into  P ersian  so that the T adjiks w ere able to  read it.

T he o ld  religion of Z arathustra was, how ever, to o  firmly fixed 
in the  hearts of the  population  to  be eradicated at once, its im­
portance was, indeed, effaced by  degrees, b u t m any of its custom s 
have held  their ow n, interm ixed w ith  Islam even up to  ou r ow n 
tim e. T here is no  do u b t tha t on  the in troduction of Islam m any 
of the  A vesta people fled from  the large, open  and  exposed  oases
in the low land to  the m ountain  valleys in East B okhara and  Pam ir
w here the  P arsee religion has been  prevalent longer than any­
w here else; in V akhan and  G aran  it did n o t d isappear and be­
com e effaced until the  19th cen tury . (See O lufsen; V akhan and 
G aran).

A m ong  Parsee custom s still in  practise in B okhara m ay be m en­
tioned  th e  celebrating of the sp ring  festival and  the new  y ea r’s festi­
val (N aurus?), and the crow ning of the  isolated pillars on  w hich the 
flat roof rests w ith w reaths of ears of corn; the latter custom  still 
prevails in  the Pam ir valleys. F u rth e r th a t on a certain day in the 
year, T shärsham beh-Sunni fires are lighted w hich people leap over, 
whilst p o ts  are broken at the sam e tim e; and  all th is to  drive away 
the evil spirits and to  be purified from  sin and  illness. T he latter cu­
stom , how ever, only continues in rem ote regions, being  energetically 
counterac ted  b y  the ecclesiastics, b u t w hen a Bokhara m an is asked 
w hether he know s of it, be sm ilingly says: O h! no! in such a w ay 
tha t the  custom  seem s to  be m aintained secretly. T he M ountain 
Tadjiks unw illingly b low  o u t a candle, bu t extinguish it w ith earth 
in o rder no t to  pollu te the  holy  flame w ith their b rea th ; the  sick 
are led ro u n d  the fire, o r a lighted candle is held up before their 
face. O n  a child being  born  a candle burns for 4 0  days at its 
cradle to  keep off evil spirits. C andles are also lighted at holy 
tom bs etc., as it will appear from  the following, and finally Bokhara 
is still haun ted  by  practically all the  innum erable spirits and  dem ons
of the P arsee  religion. There are in B okhara 5 species of spirits
w hich have, so to  speak, been  naturalized, nam ely Shaitan (Satan), 
A lm asdeh (Alvasteh o r A lbasteh), D jin  (Adjin o r A djineh o r Adji- 
näh) and  D iv  o r D ev.

A lm asdeh is a corrup tion  of O rm usd  or O rm asd, b u t the good 
O rm asd  in the  religion of Z oroaster, has in the course of tim e be­
com e an evil spirit to rm enting  m an in m any ways. H e generally 
takes th e  form  of an old w om an w ith  stream ing hair, living in pla­



ces w here there are flow ers, in gardens and  sim ilar localities; in the  
P am ir valleys her reso rts are the  rivers and  elsew here the  canals. 
S he assails m en at n igh t try ing  to  contract th e ir th roats and  so 
p ro d u ces snoring and  n igh tm are, and she is, in d e ed , accused of 
m any  elfish tricks; also of driving people qu ite  m ad. Som e im a­
g ine A lm asdeh in  the  form  of an  old goblin w ith  long  hair living 
in the  rivers; at n ight he  am uses him self b y  spo iling  the  horses of 
th e  natives and  by  pulling hairs ou t of their m anes and  tails.

D jin  (spirit) (Adjin, A d jineh  or A djinäh) h au n ts  all places of a 
m ystical appearance, such  as large rocks, s trange look ing  m ountain  
peaks, dark  forests, dense reed-copses, ravines, old palaces and  ruins. 
W here such conditions are present, the  air and  ea rth  is full of these  
spirits w h o , in spite of behav ing  in a rather g o o d -n a tu red  m anner 
like a so rt of hobgoblins w ho  disturb m an b y  teasing  him , are 
nevertheless so feared b y  B okhara people tha t th e y  do  n o t like to  
n am e the  w ord  D jin  o r A d jin ; for they  are easily attracted , and  it 
is very  difficult to  drive them  off again. O n  m ov ing  th ey  often 
m ove together w ith the  furniture, like the D an ish  hobgob lin  in the 
barrel, and  the nom ad often m oves his ten t from  o n e  place to the 
o ther w ithou t succeeding in  getting  rid of such  a D jin .

D ev  or D iv  (the D eva of the  A vesta) are m anly  beings m in­
d ing  their ow n affairs and  generally  caring little ab o u t m an. T hey  
are a so rt of goblins or g ian ts living in the caverns of the  rocks, 
h igh  snow -clad m ountains or in the  old tow n-w alls w here  they  carry 
on  a fierce struggle against ano ther so rt of gob lins called Peri.

In spite of these  and  several o ther rem nan ts of th e  A vesta faith, 
w hich will be dealt w ith  la ter o n , th is religion is dead  fo r ever in 
B okhara. H ere w here it w as so firmly roo ted , Islam  has b y  degrees 
m ade so  fanatical adheren ts, th a t the tow n  of B okhara  passes, n o t 
unjustly, for the centre of fanaticism  in  M id Asia.

T he Parsee religion had  its different sects, and  even in the  in ­
fancy of Islam sects also sp rang  up w ithin th is religion. A t the  
period  from  714— 874  arose the  Shiah sect claim ing a Calif directly 
descended  from Ali. T o  th is sect belong  the p resen t Persians, 
form erly  also the A fghans w ho  b rough t this form  of Islam  to  regi­
ons in  E ast Bokhara, S h ugnan  and  R oshan w here it has, how ever, 
again disappeared. T he so-called veiled P ro p h e t “M o k a n n a” form ed 
the M okanna sect in  Kitab, and  even in B okhara arose such  sects 
o r  religions or antireligious societies, perilous to  Islam because derising  
b o th  the P rophet, the p rayer and  the fast. T hese sects w ere ener­
getically fought against by  th e  Califs and  their vassals, the  Bokharan



princes; and  the orthodox  S unna, m aintaining the tradition, go t the 
upper hand .

S unn ism , the  m ore to leran t form  of Islam , is now  the estab­
lished religion of B okhara, and  no  one  dares, at any  rate publicly, 
profess any  o ther Islamitic doctrine. Several of the num erous de­
scendants of the  cap tured  P ersian  slaves in B okhara are , indeed, 
said to  be Shiites in  their hearts, and  to  profess th is doctrine se­
cretly, so th a t even the funeral rites of the Shiah sect, differing from  
Sunna, are secretly perform ed in B okhara, b u t looked  u p o n  as a re­
ligion it has n o  im portance.

U nder the  Sunnite princes cu lture flourished in B okhara in the 
9 th  and  10th  centuries. T hus the  Sam anide Ismail (848— 907) 
em bellished Bokhara w ith m any fine buildings, bo th  m osques, me- 
dresses and  palaces, and  the  to w n  w as celebrated for its learning 
and cu ltu re , b u t this learning an d  intellectual refinem ent m ust be  
said to  b e  an intense cultivation of the  Sunnitic theo logy  w ith som e 
adm ixture of the sciences know n  from  A rabia; astronom y, astro­
logy, m athem atics and  m edical art. This culture w as destroyed  in 
the  13th cen tu ry  by Jenghis K han and  his M ongols w ho laid waste 
the  sp lendid  edifices of B okhara , Sam arkand and  K horassan and 
b ro u g h t irreparable calamities u p o n  these tow ns as w ell as upon  
M erv. Jenghis K han is an O ld  T urk ish  (Uiguric) w ord  m eaning the 
very  m ighty . T he hom e of the  U igurs is T ian -shan ; at the  time of 
the M ongols they  had  a considerable culture and w ere the secre­
taries of the  M ongolian  rulers. Jenghis K han especially visited his 
b loodth irstiness upon  the Iranian agriculturists, w ho under Islam, as 
form erly, w ere cultivated people in spite of their suppression. U nder 
him  the T urks becam e very  m ighty  and  the M ongols even em ployed 
the T urk ish  language.

This T urkish  sw ay w as further strengthened  under T im ur (Amir 
Tem ir =  the  Iron Emir) 1363— 1405, being  himself a T urk , and 
under him  and  his successors, the  T im urides, w ho reigned  a cen­
tu ry  in T ransoxania and  the su rround ing  countries civilization attained 
its culm ination in M id Asia under the  banner of Islam. N ever be­
fore or later did the Islamitic nations reach such culture as under 
the O m ejades in H ispania, the A bbasides in A rabistan and the 
T im urides in  M id Asia. A m ir T em ir’s splendid, majolica-clad mau- 
solees and  m osques in S am arkand , w hose architectural style and 
decoration  have been  the m odels of the m osques, m edresses and 
sepulchral cham bers built right u p  to  ou r ow n time, are am ong the 
finest m onum ents in C entral A sia from  a rem ote age. T im ur had
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his edifices erected by  Iranian artisans w hom  h e  called h ither from  
K horassan , and  the  g lazed tiles w ith w hich the bu ild ings w ere d eco ­
ra ted  w ere m ade after p a tte rn s from  K ashan w here  the  best ea rthen ­
w are  w as p roduced  w hich w as therefore called kashi. T im ur called 
artisans and  artists from  everyw here, also from  C hina in to  his coun try  
or, to  p u t it m ore exactly, o ften  cap tured  them , and  at his tim e 40  
different languages are said to  have been  spoken  at S am arkand  and  
B okhara , b u t the  m ain sty le of his buildings rem ained  Persian , never­
theless, in spite of th e  C hinese influence w hich can be traced  here  
and  there.

A fter the  T im urides culture steadily d im inishes b o th  intellectually 
and  m aterially. T he incessant w ars w aged  be tw een  K hiva, M erv, 
B okhara , the  various K hans and  Emirs in T urkestan  and  the P er­
sian realm  caused the p lundering  and destruction  of th e  larger forti­
fied tow ns and their o ld  a n d  splendid  edifices for w hich reason  few 
m on u m en ts  are left from  th is rem ote age. This m atte r ough t, how ­
ever, to  be tho rough ly  exam ined; an  exact archeological-historical 
exp lo ra tion  of B okhara and  its circuit as far as K arakul, of Khiva 
an d  th e  ruins w hich are half or qu ite buried  in th e  desert w ould  
give 'h igh ly  valuable inform ation of the  p as t tim es of these  coun ­
tries. E xcavations and  system atic investigations of the  te rrito ry  
from  Karakul, the old B e ikund , to  the  B okhara oasis will be sure 
to  reveal bo th  the  infancy of Islam in these parts and  som e of the 
Pre-Islam itic period. A n  exam ination of the  m any  old  sepulchral 
cham bers, holy places etc. in B okhara itself will n o  d o u b t contribute 
considerab ly  to  the know ledge of the  h isto ry  of B okhara , as the 
ho ly  places, now  annexed  b y  Islam , w ere also ho ly  u n d er the 
form er religions; this can be inferred from  ana logy  w ith  w hat is 
th e  case in all countries w here  Islam has forced its w ay. Such 
researches will show  th a t th e  p resen t old sa in ts’ tom bs are m uch 
o ld e r than  presum ed now , an d  tha t the foundation  of the  tow n  of 
B okhara  m ust be dated  m uch farther back than  is th e  com m on 
belief now , undoub ted ly  a t least 2000  years, b u t w e shall later re ­
tu rn  to  this problem .

F rom  our p resen t archeological-historical know ledge  the B okharan 
m onum ents cannot be inferred to  go  farther back  than  the 10th 
cen tu ry  and  m ost of the  m osques, m edresses an d  palaces do  n o t 
even  originate from  a m ore rem ote age than th e  en d  of the  15th 
cen tu ry  up to  our ow n tim e. A m ong  royal bu ilders m ust in  the 
first rank  be nam ed the S am anide Ismail, T im ur and  A bdullah-K han.



T h e  c o u r t  y a r d  o f  M a s h i t - i -K a lä n  in  t h e  t o w n  o f  B o k h a r a .  T h e  h o u s e  in  t h e  m id d le  o f  t h e  c o u r t ­

y a r d  i s  a n  a d a n e ,  b e h in d  i s  s e e n  a  p i s h ta k  a n d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  th e  T o w e r  o f  th e  D e a d .



A s religion bears u p o n  all the phenom ena of daily life in  B o­
khara , so  the build ings and  m ain resorts of Islam  im part to  each

tow n its special character w hich no

□
 traveller can help  no tic ing  at first

sight. T he larger tow ns co rrespon ­
d ing  w ith o u r provincial tow ns m ust, 
to  obtain the  nam e of S hah r o r 
Shahar (tow n), be  encircled b y  a 
fortified wall w ith  bas tions, gates 
and barbacans; th e y  are inhabited 
by a Beg (m aster) g o vern ing  the 
town and  its nearest circuit from 
his palace w hich is, as a ru le, for- 

9 9  tified as a red o u b t, but first and
| [ ^ H t  forem ost these  tow ns m ust have a

Я Ш У  large m osque able to  contain  all the
m en on Fridays. Otherwise the 
se ttlem ent, w hether large o r  sm all, 
bears the nam e of kishlak. O nly  

H j  the m osques and  m edresses of Butt­
le nite Islam w ith  the ir cupolae , high
I  porches and  m inarets rise above the

i  uniform , flat-roofed houses w hich
are built close to g e th e r and ow ing 

I  to  their m aterial, the  yellow ish g rey
Д а р  loess, are m erged  to  such an ex-

j fm jp . .  ten t into the  g ro u n d  o n  w hich they
Й ’іі stand that one is often uncertain

w & M  m  w hether it is clay-walls o r row s of
houses w hich are before o n e ’s eyes.

A m ong  m onum en ta l buildings in 
B okhara w e shall here deal w ith  the ■ 
m osques and  m edresses (m ashit and  
m adrassa as they  are te rm ed  in Bo-
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m osques, built, as a ru le, in a heavy  style w ith a substructural 
cube and  crow ned by  a cu po la , bu t they  are in the  minority, 
and  ho ld  b u t few people. T hey  are generally a kind of mau- 
solees of som e saint o r p rophet, according to  the legend  attached 
to  the place. T hey  are always 
open  to  M ussulm ans, and the 
E uropeans are , as a ru le, al­
low ed to  enter, and they  m ust 
be regarded  as a sort of houses 
of p rayer w here the  natives can 
perform  their p rayers on  fee­
ling inclined to  do so, w ithout 
being  d istu rbed  from  w ithout; 
by  the w ay, the prayer is con ­
sidered as effective w hen  per­
form ed in the field or in the 
bazar as in the  m osque. F rom  
the  vaults of the  ceiling a sim ple 
iron lam p (chiräk) hangs dow n 
o r som etim es a sort of chande­
lier of iron or brass, in  w hich 
there is a g reasy  wick o r thin 
tallow -candle; o n  a desk  (m in­
bar) is an  open  K oran, often 
very  large. T he floor is cove­
red  w ith  m ats of durra-straw , 
and  a po in ted  niche (m ehrab) 
in the  wall facing M ecca (Kib- 
läh) is reserved as a place of 
p rayer for the priest residing 
here; the  v isitors kneel on  the 
mats e ither on  the cloth w hich 
they  use to  w ind  abou t their 
w aist to  ho ld  the  caftan to ­
gether, or th ey  p u t off a  caf­
tan  to  kneel upon  or finally 
they  carry w ith  them  special 
prayer - carpets w ith passages 
from  the  K oran w oven  in to

j  M «-n t, j W o v e n  B o k h a ra n  p ra y e r- c a r p e t.
th em  ОГ se w e d  o n  tiiem . I n s t  T h e  d e s ig n  r e p r e s e n ts  a p i s h ta k  o f a  m o s q u e ,
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civil person  of rank m ay perform  his p rayer in sum m er w ithou t 
be ing  disturbed b y  the  hea t o r the m any insects the re  is alw ays a 
large crescent-shaped leathern  fan w hich a se rvan t w aves across his 
h ead  during  his prayer.

In som e m osques there  are large brass candlesticks w here can ­
dles are lighted during  nocturnal prayers, and som e brass trom bones, 
a b o u t 2 m etres long, w hich are played upon  on  th e  g rea t religious 
festivals. F rom  the m ain room  of the m osques narrow  low  doo rs

G la z e d  t i le s  (k a s h i)  fo r  c o v e r in g  m o s q u e s  a n d  m e d re s s e s ,  p a r t ly  P e r s ia n ,  p a r tly  S a ra c e n  s ty le . B e lo w  
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often lead into small vaulted , dark  room s w here som e saint is buried 
u n d e r a tom bstone, generally  in  the form  of a sarcophagus (kabr 
o r sarkhanäh) and  either bu ilt of bricks o r clay and  coated  w ith 
p laster, glazed tiles o r carved w o o d en  boards, and  if it is a speci­
ally distinguished tom b, the  sarcophagus is often covered  w ith  carpets 
w ro u g h t w ith gold  or on ly  w ith  a w hite linen clo th . T he walls of 
the  m osque are decorated  w ith pain ted  stucco w here  th e  po lygon  
(the triangle, square , pen tag o n  or hexagon) filled up  w ith  conven ­



tional leaves and  flowers is the m ain feature. This is the so-called 
Saracen style. The border of the  ceiling and the upper part of the 
plastered  niches of the walls is ornam ented  w ith p laster stalactites 
on  w hich are painted stars in go ld  or b lue, and the doors w hich 
are generally m ade of the hard  apricot w ood  are carved in the 
sam e style as the stucco of the  walls. S om e of these m osques or 
half m osques and m ausolees, especially those from  a m ore rem ote 
age are covered  or have been  so  bo th  outside and inside w ith glazed

B o k h a ra n  m o s q u e  c a n d le s t ic k s ,  th e  c e n tra l  o n e  o f c o p p e r ,  th e  o th e r s  o f b ra s s . T h e  s ty le  is  f ro m  K a s h m ir . 
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tiles, either m osaic w ork  form ed of small tiles, in troduced  from  the 
w est, from  D am ascus and P ersia , o r covered w ith larger majolica 
plates, abou t 10 square centim etres, com m on also in India, the figures 
of w hich, conventional flow ers and  geom etrical figures o r passages 
from  the  K oran, form  a con tinuous w hole.

T he cupola of the m osque is crow ned b y  a glazed clay-top, the 
so -called  kobbä (Arabic: copula) w hich in B okhara m arks ou t the 
edifice as ho ly ; the  holiness of th e  place is also often indicated b y  
yak-ox tails, colours, banners and  horns of anim als tha t are hung  
u p ; th is will be dealt w ith later on  under the description of the 
tom bs. It ough t to  be added  th a t the  cupola is generally  occupied



b y  one  or several sto rks nests the refuse of w hich soils th e  glazed 
tiles in a very  unpleasan t w ay.

In smaller tow ns and  villages bo th  in the p lain and  the m o u n ­
ta ins w here there are no  special sanctuaries, the  m osques often co n ­
sist of a small, flat-roofed house  fron ted  by a veranda w hose w o o d ­
w o rk  and colum ns are carved and  painted, b u t often devoid  of 
a n y  ornam ent, and in sm all settlem ents the w hole m osque  is no th ing  
b u t a high clay-wall against w hich leans a veranda  (aivän) suppo rted  
o n  unhew n trunks of trees. O n  the platform  under the  veranda 
p eo p le  com e to g e th er fo r the  prayer w hich on  F ridays is presided  
o v er b y  the m ullah of th e  place.

B ut the  p roper S unn ite  divine service on F ridays, the  ho liday  
of th e  M ussulm ans because A dam  w as created an d  died on  a F ri­
day, and  the  universal resurrection of all dead  will take place on 
th a t day, is n o t held in these  few  small closed m osques, b u t in the  
large o pen  court-yards of m osques so typical of B okhara ; their 
a rrangem ent will now  be m entioned.

T he daily hours of p rayer (näm as), originally  b u t th ree , now  
five, nam ely at sunset, on  the  setting in of night, at b reak  of day, 
a t m idn igh t and in the m iddle of the afte rnon , are an nounced  by  
th e  cry of the m uedd in ; “ Ä bläh-A kbar etc.” from  tow ers, m inarets 
(m inar) and  tops of th e  m osques.

B lind peop le  are often selected as m ueddins as from  their ele­
va ted  position  they  could othervise look  dow n in to  th e  court-yards 
w here  the w om en are. In m ost of the larger tow ns the  native 
dares  n o t desist from  keeping  the hours of p rayer; th e  latter can 
b e  perform ed in m osques, sepulchral cham bers o r  w here  he likes; 
du rin g  the prayer at n o o n , how ever, every  m erchan t a t O ld  B o­
k hara  goes to  the m osques, hastily  leaving his shop  w here  all, even 
th e  heaps of m oney  of th e  bankers lie unp ro tec ted  facing the open  
street. Theft in the  shops du ring  the  absence of th e  p ro p rie to r to  
p ray  practically never takes place, as it can be pun ish ed  capitally. 
A t th is daily p rayer the  priests are no t seen; th e y  p ray  in their 
special room s or in the  sepulchral cham bers of d istingu ished  saints 
o r  p rophets.

In the  country , in m ounta in  villages and  by  th e  nom ads these 
fixed hours of p rayer are now here m aintained; on ly  a few  are here 
seen  obeying the precepts of religion w ith touch ing  punctuality ; 
th ey  observe the height of th e  sun and  b y  m eans of its d irection 
they  com paratively soon learn how  to  find o u t K ibläh, th e  d irection 
of M ecca, tow ards w hich th ey  tu rn  their faces d u rin g  p rayer.
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T he open  m osques (m ashit), so typical of B okhara , will be m en ­
tio n e d  toge ther w ith the  m edresses (madrassa). T he la tter are n o t 
p ro p e r places of w orship , b u t the highest educational establishm ents 
of Islam  w here the  native en ters to  obtain  h igher e rud ition , as a  
rule n o t before the age of 13 after having learned  to  read in the  
K oran  in the small com m on school, m ektab. M o sq u es and  m edresses 
are built in qu ite  th e  sam e style, and it w ou ld  be im possible a t 
first sigh t to  d istinguish  betw een  them , if the clothes, alw ays hang ing  
to  dry  in the  loggie of the  m edresses, d id  n o t g ive som e inform a­
tion . In the  m edresses divine service is often  held  on  g rea ter 
festivals w hen  there  is n o t room  enough  in th e  m osques. If the 
m osques w ere n o t o ften  inhabited  by  the  ecclesiastics w ho are a p ­
po in ted  the re , and w ith  them  their private pupils often  live as a 
so rt of boarders, the  difference betw een a m osque  an d  a m edresse 
w o u ld  be that the form er w ere uninhabited , w hereas the  latter co n ­
ta ins abou t 150 Islamitic students in its num erous ro o m s; they  either 
s tu d y  the  Sunnite theo logy  to  becom e ecclesiastics o r p repare  them ­
selves for som e practical end.

T he entrance to  the  m osque  or *the m edresse is, as a rule, th rough  
a h igh porched  gate decorated  w ith a high rec tangu lar po rch  in 
w hose  po in ted  niches there  are often m any loggie, one sto ry  above 
the o ther. T hrough th e  archw ay one enters th e  court-yard  of the  
m o sq u e  or m edresse either directly, (in th is case the  w ay  th ro u g h  
the archw ay follows a zigzag line to  p reven t peo p le  from  look ing  
in to  the yard  from  the  street) or one enters a so rt of fore-court, 
som etim es raised like a kind of platform  above  th e  su rround ing  
ground . In the latter case the  inner court is en tered  b y  a tunnel-like 
p a th , cu t into the p latform . T he fore-court is generally  encircled 
by  a clay-wall, abou t 3 o r m ore m etres high and  afford ing  a g rea t 
con trast to  the entrance po rch  tha t is decorated  w ith  encrusted  tiles 
in all colours. O r from  the fore-courts one faces th e  fo rem ost w ing  
of the  m osque, if the la tter has four; this w ing  is often b u t a wall.

N ow  and then  there are isolated m inarets in  th is fo re-court; if 
they  are [built elsew here, th ey  have as a rule n o  connection  w ith 
the  o ther buildings. T here are, how ever, few h igh  m inarets in B o­
khara. F rom  the fo re-court one traverses a po rch  of the  sam e 
shape and  decoration as the  form er, and then  tw o  narrow er, zigzag 
passages lead into the inner court-yard . T he area  of the latter is, 
as a rule, n o t greater than  60— 100 square m etres and  p aved  here 
and  there w ith square sandstone  flags or bricks. T he court-yard  is 
enclosed  by four w ings (a w ing  is, how ever, now  an d  then  replaced



by  a h igh wall) built together to  form  a square and on  the m iddle 
of the  h indm ost w ing, w here there  are vaulted, carpeted room s, 
and  w hich is often crow ned by  cupolae w ith num erous storks’ nests, 
there  is opposite  to  the  en trance porch  a porchlike structure w ith 
a huge  po in ted  niche, called pishtak; the w hole w ing  w ith its 
vaulted  room s and  cupolae bears the nam e of yashm ashit. This 
pishtak dom inates the w hole com plex of buildings. It looks tow ards 
M ecca, and  here the ecclesiastic w ho presides over th e  divine ser­
vice takes his seat, his back tu rned  upon  the congregation. All 
build ings have flat roofs, w here  the ecclesiastics are allow ed to  walk, 
and, to  p reven t them  from  look ing  dow n to  the w om en  in the 
su rround ing  yards, the external sides of the roofs are furnished 
w ith a wall. T he walls of these  buildings are alw ays very  thick, 
partly  to  procure stability, partly  to  procure coolness. T hey are 
generally built of b u rn t tiles, som etim es of sun-dried bricks.

Beside the pishtak the  side-w ings are som etim es decorated w ith 
similar porches. T he access to  the yashm ashit is, as a rule, barred 
by  a w ooden  railing w ith a small gate, and from  the inner room s 
stairs for the ecclesiastics lead up  to  the roof. O n  each of the four 
corners of the m osque is a small thim ble shaped tow er w ith  pointed 
loop-holes on all sides. T hey  w ere originally se t apart for the 
m ueddin  calling to  prayer from  here over the  city, b u t m any are 
only a kind of o rnam ent or a sym bol and very  small, in w hich 
case the  m ueddin  takes his seat on the flat roof. O n  taking a view  
from  here over a larger tow n , the  flat clay-mass of th e  city looks 
as if it w ere covered all over w ith  spherical segm ents, because the 
vaults rise freely above the flat roofs. The cupola is often nothing 
bu t polished clay, b u t the o lder and m ore beautiful are everyw here 
covered w ith majolica in b luish green.

O n  the  front of all the  w ings there is one po in ted  niche or 
sham  bow  beside the o ther; to  the hasty  observer they  seem  to 
be colonnades, and several cu rso ry  accounts of travels have m ade 
this m istake. Som etim es there are tw o stories of niches one above 
the o ther, the upper one form s a row  of loggie. In each niche or 
loggia is a d oo r or a small lattice w indow  in plaster covered with 
oiled paper o r both , and  these  doors lead to  the  room s of the 
ecclesiastics or of the m ullah-aspirants in the m edresses. T he floor of 
the yashm ashit and of the  low er niches is raised over the court­
yard , and  the external surfaces of the walls facing the  fore-court and 
the inner one in the m osque o r m edresse has row s of sham  pointed 
arches. T hese niches and loggie are rather p leasant and  cool re­



so rts in sum m er, and  here  the ecclesiastics and  their pupils often 
sit dow n  on a p iece of ru g  w hile study ing  the  typical B okharan  
b o o k  w hich is alw ays b o u n d  in a g reen  b ind ing , o r they  w rite on  
th e  obligatory  scrap of paper w hich has th e  sam e form  as the  
p rescrip tion  of a physician; they  ho ld  it w ith  the ir left hand  w hile 
w riting  w ith their right.

In the court-yard  of the  larger m osques o r m edresses there  are 
invariably tw o things, nam ely  an adane and  a w ell (kuduk) and  so m e­
tim es a w ater-bu tt consisting  of a hollow ed b lock  of g ran ite of the 
sam e form  as a baptism al fon t or instead  of th e  latter a small p o n d  
fram ed w ith w o o d  like a small duck-pond. H ere o r in the  w ater- 
b u tt the  natives w ash  them selves before th e  d iv ine service.

T he adane resem bles a m ueddin  tow er m o v ed  to  th e  g round . 
A s a rule it is only  ab o u t 3  m etres h igh w ith  an  area of 1 an d  2 
m etres. It has po in ted , open  entrances on  all sides, and  in the  
m iddle of the  adane the re  are always som e ro u n d  b lack  stones. T he 
w hole  is m eant to  rem ind  one of the ho ly  h o u se  in M ecca w ith  
th e  w ell-know n black stone  w hich w as b ro u g h t dow n  to  earth  by  
the  angel G abriel and  g iven  to  A braham  as a special sign of the  
g race of G od . This s to n e  w as said to  be originally clean and  trans­
paren t, b u t on  to uch ing  an im pure w om an it becam e black and  
opaque .

S om e m osques on ly  consist of one w ing, a  flat-roofed house 
w ith  a small pishtak an d  a veranda in fron t w hose  pen t-roof rests 
on  carved and  pain ted  w o o d en  pillars w ith capitals o rnam en ted  w ith 
carved  stalactites. R ather curiously the capitals end  in a po in t 
jo in in g  the rafters of th e  roof w hich are also often pain ted  and 
carved. Three or tw o of th e  w ings are som etim es rep laced  b y  clay- 
walls enclosing a small g rove  of h igh poplars, w illow s or p la tanes 
beneath  w hich the  congregation  kneels du ring  the p rayer. If the 
m osque  is a specially h o ly  place, old banners, principally  g reen  and  
red , are often placed in th e  yashm ashit, o ld  p ieces of arm our and  
spears o r ох-tails h u n g  u p  on to p  of poles. T h a t th e  place is 
ho ly  generally m eans the  sam e as its being  old, for then  som e 
legend  or o ther is alw ays m ore  easily attached to  it; m any  of the  
legends are naive and  easily understood , o thers are less easy  of 
com prehension.

A s in m any o ther Islam itic regions the m osques are on ly  con ­
sidered holy  during  the  divine service, and  even  then  a E uropean  
can enter w ithout being  m olested , p rov ided  th a t he  is an intim ate 
friend  of the  B okharan G overnm ent. O n  p ro ceed in g  to  B okhara
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from  Russian T urkestan w here all m osques are n o w  en tered  during  
th e  service w ithou t further cerem ony, one soon  becom es aw are that 
one  is in an  independen t M a h o m etan  coun try  w here  fanaticism  is 
so u g h t m aintained. B esides th e  storks large flocks of p igeons w hich 
are feeded  by the inhabitan ts live in m ost of the  m osques. N either 
of th e se  b irds is considered  to  be sacred, p roperly  speaking, b u t 
nevertheless it is th o u g h t sinful to  kill them , and  a B okhara man 
w ho  did  so, w ould  no  d o u b t fare badly, as even  the killing of a 
b ird  on a M ahom edan  S abbath  m ay cost a penalty , and  w ith  the 
d ead  bird  fastened to  his b reast the trespasser is led  abou t the 
stree ts in m ockery.

In the  older m osques and  m edresses cupolae, tow ers, porches 
and  niches are often deco rated  w ith majolica, b o th  externally and 
internally , in yellow , w hite, green, b lue or b luish g reen  w hich looks 
exceedingly  well in the brilliant sunshine of these  regions. In the 
n ew er buildings kashi is em ployed  m ore sparingly. O ften  on ly  the 
n iches are fram ed by  m ajolica and a belt of encrusted  tiles is pla­
ced  ro u n d  tow ers and  m inarets. In the o lder build ings the  glazed 
fron ts  are either small tiles, abou t one square inch, se t into the 
w alls as m osaic (the sty le of D am ascus, B okharan  D em isk) or they  
are jo ined  together of larger planes of tiles, a b o u t one  sixth part 
of a m etre square, w hose separate figures, w hich are raised or flat, 
o r raised  white Persian le tte rs on blue g round  form  one continuous 
w ho le  on the  walls. In th e  o lder style the above  m en tioned  po ly ­
g o n  is seen everyw here, o r passages from  the  K oran  w ritten  in the 
decorative A rab letters w ind  round  tow ers an d  niches. In the 
y o u n g e r style w hite circles en tw ined  m ost artisticly, as in the  old 
V enetian  style, or leaves and  flow ers form ed of circular arches are 
principal ornam ental figures. In few w ords, the decoration  consists 
of geom etrical figures and  conventionally com posed  leaves and 
flow ers. Representations of living beings, n o t allow ed in Islam , 
are carefully avoided  in  fanatic Bokhara. It is w ell know n tha t th is 
rule is n o t upheld  so strictly  in o ther countries, principally if the 
liv ing beings are p ictured in such a w ay tha t it is easily seen that 
the artist has .sough t to  m ake the spectator afraid  of those rep re ­
sen ted .

N ow , practically b u t tw o colours are em ployed  in the  majolica, 
nam ely  w hite on blue g ro u n d , and  the w orkm anship  is bad  com pared  
to  th a t of the tim es of th e  T im urides and  A bdullah-K han w hen  also 
beautifu l tiles p ressed  in  patterns w ithou t glazing w ere p roduced .



D iv in e  S e rv ic e .  O ne  o r tw o Imam s are appo in ted  at the larger 
m osques. If there are tw o, th e  upper one is Imam  D jum a. H e 
p resides a t the  divine service on  F ridays and  greater festivals, leading 
the  p rayers of the congregation, for no p roper serm on is preached. 
T he o th e r Imäm recites, the daily prayer to  those com ing up to  the 
m osque to  pray. A t the sm aller m osques there is b u t one Imäm.

W hen the divine service on  F ridays o r on greater festivals is

P ra y e r  in  th e  m o s q u e  o f L a b ih a v s - i -D iv a m b e g i .

ab o u t to  begin, the cry of the  m ueddin  is hard  from  the roofs of 
m osques and  m edresses and from  the minarets, and  so  far from 
m aking any  ridiculous im pression this cry as the w hole Bokharan 
service is very  solem n. T he apparen t devotion and ardour with 
w hich the  A rab sentences: “ Ä bläh Akbar, A zhadu anläh, ilähäh 
iläbläh, azhadu ana jn o h a m m a d a r  rasul ablä, haja alash salä, haja 
alä, Ä bläh Akbar, Ä bläh A kbar, lä ilähäh, iläbläh” (G od  is great, 
I bear w itness to  there being  no  g o d  beside Allah, I bear w itness 
to  M oham m ed being the P ro p h e t of G od . C om e to  pray, com e



to  pray , G o d  is great, the re  is no  g o d  beside Allah) are cried out, 
c a n n o t fail to im press the  E uropean.

O n  these cries soun d in g  a little before 1 o ’clock on  F ridays, 
th e  m en p u t on  their b es t caftan, for w om en  are n o t allow ed to  
ap p ear in the m osques of Bokhara, and  h u rry  off to  the m osques. 
W o e  to  him w ho trades at O ld B okhara on  F ridays du ring  the 
h o u r  of prayer! A t th e  en trance of the  m o sq u e  th ey  pass their 
h an d  across their beard  and  bow  pro found ly  and  then  they  w alk 
u p  to  the w ater-basin and  w ash their hands and  feet and , form ing 
ro w s , they  place them selves on their p rayer-carpe t o r the  caftan 
w hich they  have p u t off. T he Imam  takes his stan d  in  the  pishtak, 
his back tu rned  upon  th e  congregation, read ing  from  the  K oran o r 
enuncia ting  the  m any prayers, w hich are often v ery  long. O n  the  
w o rd  Ä bläh be ing  p ro n o u n ced  all the  kneeling  rise and  at certain 
fixed passages in  the  p rayer, cried o u t loud ly  b y  the Im am , they  
take up  a new  position . A t the  beginning  th e y  h o ld  their open  
han d s  on bo th  sides of the ir face, and touch  the ir ears w ith  their 
th u m b s to  be able to  hear better, if G od  or the  P ro p h e t should  w ant 
to  speak  to  them , th en  th ey  let their arm s h ang  dow n  before their 
stom ach  while selecting the  po in t on  the g ro u n d  w hich th e  fore­
head  is to  touch  w hen  they  th row  them selves dow n, and  it is 
strictly  forb idden  to tu rn  the  head  aside, the eyes m ust be  con ­
tinually  fixed on th is sp o t w hich S atan , alw ays lu rk ing , tries to  
p rev e n t; then  head  and  b o d y  are ben t forw ard, the  hands resting 
cm th e  knees, and the w orsh ipper kneels dow n, slow ly placing his 
h a n d s  at a short distance from  his knees on  th e  g ro u n d  an d  touch ing  
th e  la tter w ith nose and  fo rehead  betw een his h an d s ; then  head  and  
b o d y  is raised, still kneeling  he sinks back  on  his heels, and  the 
g ro u n d  is again touched . This cerem ony w hich looks rather comical, 
alm ost like gym nastic exercises, is continued until th e  Im am  has 
fin ished , and then  ev e ry b o d y  takes his ca rpet and  slippers and  
disappears. T he strings of beads o r rosaries u sed  in  o th e r Islam itic 
countries are n o t seen in  Bokhara, b u t are in  use  in  K hiva; they  
have 99  beads w ith a m ark  for each 33, accord ing  to  w hich the  
perfection of G od  is praised 33 tim es, his praise is p ro n o u n ced  
33  tim es and his g reatness 33  times.

O n  ordinary F ridays the  religious cerem onies are now  over, 
b u t on  the greater festivals as for instance K urbän  N äm as, cele­
b rated  in  m em ory of the  sacrifice of Isac b y  A braham , grea ter 
eating-parties always take place; the  veiled w om en  w ith  their chil­
d ren  and  servants com e to g e th er in m ultitudes o n  the  o p en  places,



m aidans, bringing w ith them  pillau, fried m eat, fruit etc. to  the 
m en w ho return  from  the  m osques. Rich people distribute gifts in 
the form  of slaughtered cattle and  o ther provisions to  the poor 
appearing  on  the maida.n, w here the chattering of the  w om en makes 
such a noise as to  alm ost d row n  the cries of the m ueddin  and the 
Im am .

D u rin g  the Ram asan falling in F ebruary  or M arch at the time 
w hen the P ro p h e t had his first revelation, the divine service m ostly 
consists in the w hole K oran being  read in the m osque. T he m ullah 
w hose d u ty  it is, is called M ak-sure-khan and receives a small fee 
for his task. D uring  the Ram asan there is a fast fo r one  m onth  as 
in o ther M ahom edan  countries, and  it is m aintained very  strictly in 
the tow ns of Bokhara, b u t n o t so  w ith the nom ads and  M ountain 
Tadjiks w ho in m any places m aintain neither one cerem ony no r the 
o ther. E ating  or drinking is forb idden  during  the  festival from 
break of d ay  to  sunset, th ey  m ust no t smell flowers, n o t look at 
w om en, n o t even swallow the ir spit, b u t as soon  as the sun sets, 
every b o d y  has his revenge, and  the Ram asan is succeeded by  the 
Bairam  w hen everybody  tries to  en joy  life in  all possible ways. The 
rich invite one ano ther to  pillau, soup, boiled and fried m eat, flour- 
p udd ings, fruit, sw eetm eats and  tea, the  so-called ziyafat (feast), taken 
by  the  m en in the  court-yards o n  th e  clay-platforms o r in  the m en’s 
room , w hereas the p oo r invite one ano ther to  feast on  new ly baked 
bread  and  tea, the so-called N on-Z iyafat (bread-feast).

M e d r e s s e s .  Besides being officials at the m osques, the Imams 
are also superin tendents of th e  m edresses, the universities of B o­
khara, w here the highest learning is attained. As no ticed  above 
the latter have the  sam e appearance as the  open  m osques, and in 
all th e  w ings live the  students, the  murids, in small prisonlike room s, 
huyrus. T hese huyrus are in  the upper story, b u t the  lecture-room s 
on the g ro u n d  floor. M ost of the  m edresses are established by 
Emirs, high officials and  rich m erchants and  are m aintained by 
legacies, b u t the  state also pays a considerable annual sum  to  m os­
ques, m edresses and ecclesiastics, lA of the annual incom e and even 
the custom s, that are rather arbitrary, being spen t u p o n  them . 
H aving g o n e  th rough  the sm all m ullah school, m ektab, the num ­
ber of w hich is g rea t in B okhara, th e  native, generally  at the age 
of 13, en ters the m edresse w here he often studies fo r 7 and 8 
years, and  even longer. O lder peop le  are also allow ed to  enter 
and  th ey  m ay be m arried, b u t canno t take their w ives w ith  them ,
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and  m any  rem ain here in their huyrus till th ey  are o ld  m en. T he 
principal subject taugh t is theo logy , w hich is on ly  strictly  neces­
sa ry  to  those w ho w an t to  prepare  them selves fo r th e  clerical o r­
ders, fu rther history , arithm etic, legal know ledge, w riting, Turkish, 
P ersian  and A rabic, algebra, geom etry , as tronom y  an d  the  w orks 
of o ld  Iranian poets. T he pupil is qartered here  a t a fixed sum , 
a cell generally costs 16— 30 Tilla, and th en  the  perso n  concerned  
m ay  lay a certain claim to  subsistence from  the  state. T he studen ts 
are d iv ided  in to  P est K adam  w ho study  from  Sarf to  Tai'zib and  
receive 3 Tilla a year, M iane w ho s tudy  from  Tai'zib to  M ullah- 
jalah and  receive Vs Tilla a year and  P ish  K adam  w ho finish the  
stud ies to  M ullah-jalal; th ey  receive 5 Tilla a year. T he num ber 
of th e  s tuden ts is estim ated  at abou t 10000. A  h uy rus is furnished 
v ery  scantily, a  few straw -m ats, a small carpet to  sleep on, a chai- 
d jush  (the ju g  of brass), a pialal, a pen-case (kalam dan) w ith  a sort 
of ink-stand, a sponge  w ith  Indian ink, reed-pens (kalam), w riting- 
p ap e r and  the books w hich are necessary for s tudy . It is characte­
ristic of each huyrus th a t the  walls are covered  all o v er w ith  pas­
sages from  the K oran etc., w hich are rem inders for th e  student. 
T he m edresses are shu t half of the year th a t th e  disciple can find 
an oppo rtun ity  of earn ing  a little in w ork ing  in  th e  to w n  or in the 
coun try .

A t the m edresses are appo in ted  the so-called m udarris w ho are 
th e  professors. To becom e m udarris one m ust have exhibited proofs 
of o n e ’s legal know ledge, an d  the  adm inistrative officials in Bokhara, 
B egs etc., m ust, as a rule, have attended  a m edresse  before en tering  
u p o n  their office.

T he instruction is carried  on  in the fo llow ing w ay. T he pupils 
in the  m edresses s tudy  som e piece o r o ther, an d  then  th e y  appear 
in th e  lecture-room s, m any  at a time, together w ith  one  o r several 
m udarris to  discuss am ong  them selves and to  b e  corrected  by  the 
m udarris. This discussion takes a g o o d  deal of the ir tim e, so that 
th e  latter is often w asted  in talking, and  a course  m ay occupy 
m any  years; even those w h o  enter the m edresse w hen  y o u n g  often 
leave it at a great age. M o st of the b o oks are w ritten  in Arabic, 
o thers in  Persian and  b u t very  few  in T urkish. A ltogether 137 
books, am ong w hich th e  as tronom y is w ritten  by  the  w ell-know n 
M irza U lug Beg, are in use at the m edresses, b u t m any  are only 
repeated  b y  ro te w ithou t the pupil understand ing  th e  contents. 
T he books are d ivided in to  th ree  classes: M etn  w hich  trea ts of the 
science itself; Sherh, a com m entary  of the form er an d  H ashieh, a



com m en tary  of both . The first class is always read in the m edresse, 
the  second  one som etim es and  the  th ird  one generally  not. A man 
w ho is rich and  am bitious enough  to  aspire to  h igher offices in 
society  or is yearn ing  after know ledge often visits m edresses in 
several tow ns, go ing  to  M ecca and  M edina or C onstantinople. The 
Russians prevent, how ever, as far as possible in tercourse w ith Stam- 
bu l o r Istam bul, b u t m any B okhara m en I m et w ith  had , never-

S c h o o l  (m a k ta b , m e k ta b  o r  m e k te b )  in  th e  to w n  o f B o k h a ra .

theless, been  in the city of the  Sultan w hich is considered  specially 
fortunate , the Sultan being looked  upon  in B okhara as the  successor 
of the  Calif.

M e k ta b .  Before anybody  enters a m edresse, he m ust first go 
th ro u g h  the prim ary school, m ektab; there  are said to  be about 
2 0 0 0  in Bokhara. All boys m ust m ake their appearance here at 
the latest at the age of 7, if th ey  do n o t begin to  frequent the 
school a t tha t age, m ind well, in  the larger tow ns, they  are fetched, 
and  the ir paren ts are scolded or fined a sum  of m oney; the teaching
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of girls is n o t th o u g h t of in Bokhara. T here are, how ever, in B o­
khara  the  so-called bibi-kalfas, g irl-schools, b u t th ey  are only fre­
q u en ted  by  a few  rich people, so  tha t the  w om en  are, as a rule, 
qu ite  ignorant. Ju d g in g  from  the grea t num ber of m ek tabs and  from  
th e  num ber of m edresses w hich are said to  be ab o u t 200 , one 
w o u ld  n o t believe tha t on ly  abou t one tw entieth  p a rt of the  p o p u ­
la tion  is able to  read o r w rite. I canno t tell w h e th e r the  num ber 
of m ektabs is as large as recorded , b u t that the re  are m any, espe­
cially at O ld B okhara, is daily evident w hen  o n e  passes th rough  
th e  streets; now  here , n o w  there  a teacher is heard  sing ing  from  
the upper stories of th e  houses w here the schools, as a rule, are 
fo und . All those w hich I visited w ere arranged  in  the  sam e w ay; 
th e y  consisted  of one single room  w here the  ligh t pene tra ted  b u t 
sparing ly  th ro u g h  a loop-ho le  in the wall. The w alls w ere  d ivided 
in to  po in ted  plaster niches w here clothes, books, m any  bunches of 
w illow  tw igs for th e  chastisem ent of the pupils and  in  one case 
even  a E uropean  clock w ere placed. A t the  w all opposite  to  the 
en trance w as the  teacher, m ufti, and  on the clay-floor w hich w as 
covered  w ith som e clay-platform s or beam s parallel w ith  the  walls 
w ere  the  small B okharan  boys, all d ressed in  m otley  caftans and 
w ith  large w hite tu rbans. T he beam s o r p latform s w ere u sed  by  
th e  pupils as tables for the  books, and  they  all read  a loud  a t once, 
the  u p p er part of the b o d y  being  always ben t to  an d  fro. O ne 
reads his alphabet, an o th er verses by  K hodsha Hafis, one  the  K oran 
in A rabic, in shocking confusion. T he lessons are  from  6 o ’clock 
in th e  m orning  till 5  o ’clock in the  afternoon  w ith  a rest of 2 
h o u rs  at noon  all the y ea r round , except F ridays and  a w eek ’s holi­
days on the three grea t M ahom edan  festivals. E very  T hursday  w hen 
the  school is generally closed at noon , the pupils b ring  the teacher 
a specially well p repared  cake. B efore the b oys leave school, the 
teacher exam ines their nails, and  if the  latter are n o t clean, he  beats 
the  pupil on his head w ith a book . O n  T hursdays th e  d iscretionary  
punishm ents are d istribu ted , and  on a b o y  hav ing  played  truant, 
he  is found o u t b y  his school-fellow s and  b ro u g h t to  the  school 
w here he is laid on  the  g round , his feet are tied  up, and  he re­
ceives bastinado w ith the willow tw igs. O n  T hu rsdays the  pupils 
are also trained in ' m aking their appearance a t the  divine service 
in th e  m osques.

Several m ektabs generally  belong  to  a m osque  and  are m ain ­
ta ined  by  its incom e, “ vakuf” . T hey  are often established by  a 
zealous M ussulm an o r the Em ir and  his officials; b u t their existence



is principally due to  people w ho  live in the street w here the  school 
is.  ̂ F o r  each child 1 and  3  Tilla a year are paid, the  pupils also 
bring  gifts in kind to  the teacher, for instance caftan, boots, bread, 
tea etc. In the  school the  alphabet is taught, also the K oran, Farze- 
ain (p rayer-book), Tshär-Kitab, the 4  books w hich em body  Koran, 
gospels, T ona and  the Psalm s. Farze-ai'n and Tshär-Kitab contains 
accord ing  to  the  M ahom edan  view of the m atter all th a t a man 
ough t to  know ; further D ozbi, K hodsha Hafis, M aslak-al-M utakin, 
M irza Bidil, and  in the case of there being m any U sbegs in the 
school, som e books are also read  in this language, for instance 
K itab-Fazuli (Fazul’s poem s), Lissan-ut-tei'r, D ivan-i-Amir-i-N aivali, 
H uaida K isseh-i-divaneh-i-m eshreb, m ost of it gabbled  over w ithout 
being understood .

A ccord ing  to  Russian sta tem ents the first th ing w hich the pupil 
learns is the follow ing verse:

M e r c i f u l  G o d ,  e n l i g h t e n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h y  s l a v e .

T h y  s l a v e  i s  a  M u s s u l m a n  ( f r o m  M o s l e m in  =  b e l i e v e r )

W h o  t h i r s t s  f o r  r e a d i n g  t h e  K o r a n .

H e  p r a y s  f o r  t h y  p a t r o n a g e ,

F o r  h e  h a s  s i n n e d  m u c h .

This p rayer hav ing  been  read, they  go  on w ith the  alphabet which 
the teacher w rites and p ronounces to  the pupil, o r he m akes one 
of his o lder pupils w ho is his assistant, kalfa, do  th is w ork. After 
the alphabet follow s “A ldshad” i. e. to  learn several difficult w ords 
by  heart. T hen the  boy  has a ho liday  that he m ay g o  hom e to  
his paren ts to  fetch a gift for the teacher. T hen the s tudy  of the 
K oran begins, and  after som e verses (sure) have been  learned, the 
pupils g o  abou t to  friends and  acquaintances, singing a song  of 
praise and  thanksgiving and  begging  m oney  for the teacher. In spite 
of there being  a Persian translation of the  K oran in B okharan  which 
is, indeed, used  in the schools, it is considered m ost appropriate 
to  have to  do  w ith the  A rab K oran, the  p roper ho ly  book, but 
then  the  pupils only  learn this and  n o t the translation of it. 
N early every  b o o k  is regarded  as holy, and  it often happened  to  
m e th a t m y  B okharan servants to o k  m y Russian dictionary  o r N au­
tical A lm anach betw een their hands kissing it repeatedly . This 
show s, for one th ing, how  p oo r literature is in Bokhara. Instruc­
tion  in the  m ektab generally  ends in  read ing  som e verses in Usbegic 
b y  D ivan-i-Amir-i-N aivali and perhaps som e poem s by  Fazul, also 
in U sbegic.

In school one m ay also learn to  w rite, bu t this is rare. This 
s tudy  belongs, as a rule, to  the  m edresses. It appears from  this



instruction  that, p roperly  speaking, the  children in  the  m ektab learn 
neither to  read n o r to  w rite, only  to  babble som e th in g  w hich th ey  
do  n o t understand ; com m on  peop le  do n o t even  understand  the 
con ten ts  of the daily p ray e r w hich they  recite 5 tim es in  th e  course 
of th e  day.

T his fairly regular instruction  in m ektab an d  m edresse  is on ly  
fo und  in the larger tow ns. In the sm aller and  in the  m oun ta in  
v illages the  instruction  generally  is occasional, w hen  an  itineran t 
m ullah  takes up  his ab o d e  here and  m aintains life b y  teaching. 
Rich nom ads or landed  p roprie to rs often have the ir ow n teacher 
to  instruct their children, even  am ong  the K irghiz m ullahs of their 
ow n  race are m et w ith, teach ing  in their felt ten ts  and  generally  
supp lied  w ith large spectacles. In m any of th e  valleys in  P am ir 
the population  is to ta lly  destitu te of know ledge of b o th  religion or 
any  literary occupation. A s m any  of the K irghiz th e y  are hea thens 
o r th ey  know  som e scraps of p rayers etc. w ith  th e  m ost incredible 
adm ix tu res from  o ther religions or sects, for in stance Shiah, w hich 
are handed  dow n from  father to  son. In rem o te  p laces it is diffi­
cult to  find a m an w ho  is able to  w rite o r  read . A s a rule only  
the  A ksakal (W hite-Beard), the  superin tenden t of the  tow n , and  the  
Kasi are book-learned, and  in m ost cases on ly  th e  la tter deciphers 
w ith  grea t difficulty w hat is w ritten  in his ow n language.

T h e  E c c le s ia s t ic s .  T he title of mullah is n o t abso lu te ly  th e  d e ­
s ignation  of an ecclesiastic. T hey  are, indeed , all te rm ed  m ullah, b u t 
th a t a m an is a m ullah on ly  m eans tha t he is able to  read  the  lan ­
guage  of his country , and  if he  can also w rite, he  receives the title of 
m irza. T hus there are several m ullahs am ong  th e  native m erchants 
and  agriculturists, b u t n o t so  m any  mirzas.

T he mullahs spiritual are in the  tow ns easily d istingu ished  ow ing  
to  their well cared appearance, fine w hite h an d s  w ith  lo n g , well 
te n d ed  nails, trim m ed black, full bea rd  and  pale face. T hey  look  
askance a t every  E u ropean  w ith w hom  th ey  will have n o th in g  to  
do if it is n o t strictly necessary , and  on  be ing  asked  a b o u t so m e­
th in g  b y  the E uropean  w h o  visits the  m osques w ith  perm ission  from  
the ir ow n  authorities, th ey  generally  do n o t answ er, lo o k in g  sco rn ­
fully a t the E uropean  o r  tu rn in g  the ir back  u p o n  him . T he m ullahs, 
w ho  from  their ch ildhood  are inoculated  w ith  th e  o ld-fash ioned  fa­
naticism  against the E u ro p ean s  or such as th ink  o therw ise , m aintain  
the  la tter in  the  popu la tion . E lsew here fanaticism  is n o t g rea t am ong  
the inhabitants of C entral A sia. O ne  m ay be as g o o d  friends w ith



them  as if one w ere their com patrio t, bu t on com ing near to  a mul­
lah the  latter instantly  m akes bad  blood, and o n e ’s best friends 
am ong  the natives w ho w ould  have sacrificed them selves for their 
E uropean  m aster are, som e m inutes after the m ullah has w hispered 
in to  the ir ear, o n e’s w orst enem ies, w ho w ould  certainly w ith cold 
blood  and  conscious of hav ing  done a g o o d  action, cu t the th roat 
of their previous best E uropean  friend.

T he h ighest spiritual offices are those of Kasi-kalän, Rais, Imam  
(Im an), and  the sheiks, and  below  these are m any low er degrees 
dow n to  the  youngest m ullah w hose m ain occupation is to  sw eep 
the floor of the  m osque. K a s i -k a lä n  (the great judge) is in Bo­
khara b o th  a sort of m inister of Ecclesiastical Affairs and Public 
Instruction and of Justice. H e is allow ed to  ride into the Em ir’s 
palace like the  h ighest officials, and  m ay cast everybody  into  pri­
son. W hen appearing in the street, he always rides in a gold-em ­
b ro idered  caftan, and his ho rse  is decorated  w ith go ld- and silver- 
m oun ted  trapp ings and go ld-em broidered  saddle-cloth. H e is always 
fo llow ed b y  six servants on foo t. T he latter w ear red  velvet dresses 
and  high, red  hoods, edged w ith  fur, on  their heads. R ound their 
w aists they  w ear belts se t w ith  small bells w hich by  their ringing an­
nounce the arrival of Kasi-kalän. O n  the sound ing  of these  bells the 
natives lose no tim e in  bow ing  during  his passing b y  and  crying to  
him  a Salam  A leikum . H e is the  suprem e judge below  the prince 
of the country , and  has under him  also all the ecclesiastics. He is 
the suprem e adm inistrator of the  really considerable estates and 
sto res of m oney  tha t belong  to  th e  spiritual institutions. It is nam ely 
a com m on th ing  for the rich natives to  p resen t g rea t gifts to  m os­
ques and  m edresses or bequeath  them  a share of the ir fortune. 
E lsew here each m osque o r m edresse w ith its special fortune is 
m anaged by  its Imäm . In the  m osque w here the E m ir of Bokhara 
o r the  K han of K hiva are presen t a t the divine service during the  
Ram asan, Kasi-kalän always conducts the prayer.

T he Rais is a sort of church- and  school-inspector w hose du ty  
it is to  see tha t religion is p reached  in the  right w ay b o th  in schools, 
m edresses and  m osques, and fo r breaches of this he can sentence 
bodily  punishm ents and  im pose fines. B ut it is also his duty  to  
see th a t every  native know s his m ost im portan t prayers and the 
principal dogm as in  the Koran, and  tha t people attend the  m osques. 
H e is very  m uch feared w hen seen w ith  his enorm ous, w hite tu rban  
in the  bazar, for now  and th en  he picks ou t a m erchant in the  
shops and  catechises him  in his prayers on the spot. If the m er­



chan t d o es n o t know  them  b y  heart, he is fined a fine, and  on the 
sam e m an being  catechised in  his prayers by  th e  Rais the next 
tim e, an d  having  n o t y e t learned  them  well enough , h e  is w hipped  
o n  th e  sp o t and sent to  school w ith a m ullah, even  if he  is ever 
so  old. T he Rais also sees th a t correct w eights an d  m easures are 
u sed  in  th e  bazar and especially th a t tobacco is n o t sm oked  there. 
T h e  shops w ith their fram e w ork , w ooden  doors, shu tte rs  and  m ats 
are, ow ing  to  the  dry  clim ate, very  liable to  catch fire for w hich 
reason  sm oking  is p rohib ited . T he M ahom edans are n o t allow ed 
to  sm oke, b u t, far from  m aintain ing this, m en and  w om en  sm oke 
to  a g rea t extent.

W ine is fo rb idden , and  even  to  nam e the w o rd  is a crim e, bu t 
nevertheless the  E m ir drinks cham pagne (yakshö, lem onade), and 
op ium  is sm oked  in  grea t quantities; b u t d runken  peo p le  are never 
se en , w hereas in  Russian T urkestan  d runken  natives are no  rare 
sight. W hen  the native m erchan t canno t w ithstand  th e  w an t of a 
w ater-p ipe, he always pu ts  ano ther on  the w atch for the  Rai's. T he 
m erchan ts never have their dw ellings in the streets of th e  bazar; 
a t n ig h t no  one b u t the  w atchm an is found  here, trea tin g  his d rum  
incessantly.

It is th e  du ty  of the sheiks to  have the  superin tendence  of 
th e  to m b s and  guard  them  an d  the  sepulchral cham bers of saints, 
p ro p h e ts  and  holy  deceased, inferior mullahs alw ays keep ing  w atch 
here. T hey  also look  after the  large com m on burial' p laces. T hey  col­
lect and  adm inistrate the  m any  p resen ts of m oney  th a t are g iven  to  the 
ho ly  to m b s and  seize every  opp o rtu n ity  of begg ing  from  the visitors.

T he sheiks are a so rt of m onks w ho live in special houses, 
they  have a right to  th e  title of A ulia (also the  nam e of the  house). 
T hey  sw ear th a t they  will m aintain  w hat is p rescribed  in farg, vajib, 
su n n e t and  m ustahab (precepts in the  K oran). Belief in  the  m ission 
of M oham m ed  is prescribed, also prayer five tim es, fasting, the  m aking 
of a  pilgrim age to  M ecca, and  various ablutions w here  one m ust 
beg in  w ith  the righ t arm and. leg, n o t conversely. T h ey  m ust abstain 
from  h a r a m ,  certain th ings th a t are forbidden, for instance to  eat 
bacon , from  m a k r u h  on w hich op in ions differ, for instance to  sm oke 
tobacco , and  from  s h u b h e h  w hich from  a M ahom edan  view  of the 
m atter h ad  be tte r be refrained from , thus to  w ash o n e ’s self in w ater 
w hen  n o t sure of its being  clean. O n  m en m aking  such  an oath  
th e y  receive a certificate.

T o  becom e sheik one m ust go  th rough  a rather try in g  process. 
W hen a m an, to  becom e sheik, announces himself in  K hanaka, the



house of the  oldest ishan, w here he lives w ith his sheiks, he m ust 
first p rove  tha t he has m astered the K oran etc.; then  he m ust address 
himself to  G od  in order to  learn in a dream  w hether he will be 
fit or n o t; then  he m ust run ab o u t for several days and  n o t sleep 
before hav ing  w ashed himself an d  prayed, kneeling o n  a carpet of 
the  purity  of w hich he is sure (that it has n o t touched  anything 
im pure). If he dream s of a g reen  m eadow  o r flow ers, it is well, 
bu t if he dream s of snakes or scorp ions or any  o ther evil animal, 
he  is unfit and  is rejected.

In any  case, he goes to  the  o ldest ishan (Pir) to  tell him  the 
dream . If adm itted, P ir asks him  to  sit dow n on a clean carpet, a 
new  m at, w here he m ust shu t his eyes and  repeat A llah no end 
of tim es, until he becom es nearly m ad, and  he m ust renounce his 
sins and  prom ise n o t to  com m it new , they  m ake the  heart, as 
it is said, p ronounce the w ord  A llah, often w hile ho ld ing  their 
breath, then  they  repeat certain passages from  the K oran  no end 
of tim es; and  all th is again and  again  so tha t m any becom e insane 
and  are re jec ted , this is now  said to  be a pun ishm ent from  G od 
(in o ther w ords they  have said th a t their dream s w ere be tte r than 
w as really the case). There are different degrees of she iks; those 
w ho ho ld  ou t best under these repetitions can aspire to  th e  highest 
degree. S om e are able to  say Allah several thousand  tim es w ithout 
d raw ing their breath.

A part from  the ecclesiastics m entioned  here there are the Aglem 
o r Aglam , the chief of all the muftis, and the m ueddin  or sofi w ho 
cries o u t the daily näm as and w hose  d u ty  or right it is to  be p re ­
sent at w eddings, to  contract m arriage articles and  to  keep  the key 
of the chest w hich contains kalim, the purchase m oney  of the  bride, 
w hich is delivered up  to  the b rid e ’s father; he then receives som e 
tips (silou), gifts and  food, all th is according to  the circum stances 
of the persons concerned.

Imän pändsh-w akt is a m ullah to  w hom  is assigned a special 
m osque w here  he, as indicated by  the  w ords pändsh-w akt (5 times), 
m ay read 5 daily prayers to  his congregation.

To the ecclesiastics m ay be referred the  Kasi o r Käsi =  judge; 
there  is one in each village or sm aller settlem ent and several in the 
larger tow ns. Like all w ho w an t to  attain offices in B okhara these 
have g o n e  th rough  a shorter o r longer course in a m edresse; all 
of them  are mullahs, bu t very  often th ey  are no t mirzas and  cannot 
w rite. A m ong  these som e are appo in ted  at the B okharan arm y as 
a sort of solicitors and  are called Kasi-askar, soldiers judge.



F urther, one of the  spiritual officials be long ing  to  the  royal 
hou seh o ld  of the Em ir is alw ays an astrologer, an d  in th is capacity 
he can no  doub t be said to  be now  the only  as tro n o m er in B o ­
khara. B y  the help of scraps of the old as tronom y  from  the tim es 
of U lug  B eg and O ld A rab  astro logy  he determ ines w hich are the  
m ost fortunate days for the  carrying ou t of the en terp rises of the 
Em ir and  his G overnm ent w hich gives the  R ussian dip lom acy  a 
g o o d  deal of trouble, th ings being  often procrastinated  o n  accoun t 
of the  predictions of the astro loger. O n  the Em ir g o in g  b y  railw ay 
to  his yearly  cure in C aucasus, the  favourable tim e has to  be fixed 
by  th e  astrologer, for w hich reason  the  train m ust often w ait day  
after day  before the departu re  is decided upon . In such cases a 
v e ry  strict o rder from  the political agent is o ften  n eed ed  to  accele­
ra te  th e  final result of the  astro loger’s exam inations as to  the  appea ­
rance of the sun and  the  m oon  and  their position  and  th a t of the 
stars in relation to  the journey .

A m ong  the  ecclesiastics m ust be  classed the so -ca lled  ishans, 
a so rt of heads of the  m any religious orders. A n  ishan is n o t 
ap p o in ted  by  the A dm inistration. In E urope he w ou ld  be som eth ing  
like a hom e m issionary gathering  a congregation b y  his sacred  ac­
tio n s , especially distribution of alm s, p rayers, relig ious eccentricity, 
sham  interpretations of dream s or ow ing to  their receiv ing  revelations 
from  G o d  or the P ro p h e t; they  keep this congregation  collected  by  
th e  m aintenance of certain religious duties m ore severe  th an  those  
com m on. These ishans, often quacks at the sam e tim e w ho heal 
by  the  help of prayers or tell fo rtunes from  the hand , generally  have 
m uch  to  say in the  popu la tion  in their capacity of heads of the  
religious societies or o rders , so that the G o v ern m en t of the  Em ir 
m ust often subm it to  them  and  give up  great righ ts to  them ; m ost 
of them  seize the opp o rtu n ity  of overtaxing the  cong regations and  
enriching them selves.

A part from  the ishans one m eets now  and  then  in  B okhara 
w ith  people bearing the title of Said or Sait w hich m eans th a t the  
perso n  concerned is a descendan t of the  P rophet, Ali or A bubeker. 
T he title of Sait has, how ever, passed into a secular one  em ployed  
b y  the  Em ir w ho in form er days also had  the title of H azre t (holy). 
As a rule the  Saits w ear longish  hair in con trast to  the  o ther 
natives, and they  enjoy a certain degree of esteem  and  deference 
w hether they  belong  to  the richer or the  very  p o o res t classes, and  
the title always fetches gifts o r o ther em olum ents from  the ir neigh ­
bours.



A choir of ca landars singing re lig ious songs to us in the palace of l lti-k h a n e li in the town of B o k h a ra .



B esides the p ro p er clergy the re  are also a so rt of m onks (calan- 
dars an d  dervishes) and  the  crazy devannahs and  th e  lay preachers. 
T h e  c a l a n d a r s  or singing m onks are an o rder of m end ican t friars, 
ag reeing  on  all po in ts w ith  the  sam e institution w ithin  the  Catholic 
C hurch . In E urope th ey  are often called the how ling  dervishes, 
b u t derv ish  or darvish is som eth ing  quite different from  calandar. 
T he calandars lead a regular m onastic  life in the  so-called C alandar- 
khanäh  (m endicant friars’ house) w hich is always situated  in  the  out- 
skirt of the tow ns near th e  burial places. These C alandarkhanähs or 
m onasteries of w hich there  is one  in each of the larger tow ns, th a t 
of the  tow n  B okhara being  the largest, consists of a  com plex  of 
flat-roofed clay-houses, a so r t ' of serai, w here the  chief, C alandar- 
bäbä (the grandfather of the calandars) has his official residence and  
each of the  calandars his special room . O n  a m an w an ting  to  becom e 
a calandar he reports him self to  C alandar-bäbä w ho  pu ts  him  to  
the  te s t fo r 5 — 6 m onths th ro u g h o u t w hich tim e he m ust often p ray  
b o th  d ay  and  night and  perform  th e  hum blest m onastic  du ties such 
as  sw eep ing  and cleaning up  of the  m onastery, fe tch ing  w ate r etc. 
If, in  th e  opinion of C alandar-bäbä he is fit for be ing  a m onk  after 
th e  pe rio d  of trial, the  regular calandar’s dress is g iven  to  him  and 
to g e th er w ith  the o thers he is sen t o u t on  his sing ing  w anderings 
to  beg, their m otto  being ; “ P o v erty  is m y v irtue” . T he dress c o n ­
sists in  a high, po in ted  cap o r h o o d  (kulä) m ade of rough , b row n 
cam el hair stuff; it is em bro idered  w ith black figures and  edged  
w ith  fur. U nder th is cap th e y  w ear a roll of p la ited , black rope 
(chiltar). T he caftan (don  o r ton ) is m ade of a  rough  g reen ish  w oollen  
stuff w ith short w hite stripes, an d  under th is they  w ear a small 
leather jacket w ith coloured  em broidery . T he caftan is held  to g e th er 
w ith a b ro ad  leather belt (kam arband) on w hose fron t on  th e  stom ach 
a p iece of black polished s to n e  (sang-i-känäät) is nailed. A cross the 
shou lder they  carry b y  a strap  a boat-shaped  vessel (katshköl) and 
in their h and  a large dried  pum pkin  su spended  b y  leather straps 
(m udbakh-kaduh). In the  tw o  la tte r they  keep the articles of food 
w hich they  have ob tained  b y  begging . In their h an d  o r the ir belt 
they  have a thick cane, o rnam en ted  w ith different co lou rs , and  
carry ing  a t the  end  a sho rt spear, and  from  their belt h an g  dow n 
one o r m ore chiselled brass rings. Som etim es instead  of the  cane 
nam ed above they  carry a sh o rt w hite stick o n  w hich  rings of 
bone  are strung. T he calandar w hose occupation is to  p ray  in the 
m onastery , w hen n o t w andering , m ust live in celibacy, p ro p ag a te  or,



to  p u t it m ore  correctly, keep up  Islam by  singing religious songs 
all ro und  the bazars of the tow ns and  sustain life exclusively by 
begging. D ressed  in the calandar’s dress the  m onks are sent ou t 
by  day  in bands of 8 , singing from  shop  to  shop  in the bazars 
w here no  m erchant refuses them  his m ite. O ne of the calandars 
always w alks in front, being  the  leader of 
the choir. H e begins by setting up  a loud 
yell: “ Ja  hu, ja h ak ,” and  then  the  o ther 
m em bers of the  band  join in w ith  a sof­
ter m elody  w hich sounds like grow ling.
All tha t they  obtain by  begging th ey  m ust 
in the  evening  on return ing  to  th e  m ona­
stery  deliver to  C alandar-bäbä w ho distri­
bu tes it am ong  all the calandars of the 
m onastery.

T h e  d e r v is h e s  (darvish) are ano ther 
m onastic o rder o r a so rt of herm its held 
in great reverence by  the M ussulm ans. T hey 
are regarded  as the purest m onks having 
even stricter rules than  the calandars. Their 
dress on ly  consists in a large b ea r’s, tiger’s 
o r p an th er’s skin tied round  the w aist w ith 
a rope. T he other parts of the b o d y  are 
naked, and  their head  m ust on ly  be cove­
red  by  their longish black hair hang ing  
dow n their backs and giving them  th e  appea­
rance of savages. E lsew here the  natives 
shave their heads quite bare. In the ir hand  
they  carry a large club (sätä), and  they 
are forbidden, or, to  p u t it m ore correctly, 
it is an established custom  tha t they  do  Thc 0[iginal cil„ ta  dress 
no t possess anyth ing  bu t the club and  to w n  o t B o k h a ra ,

the skin. T hey  are n o t allow ed to  have N * jta .tac ^ h W ..oi«fc«-.cott 
either house  o r  hom e, wife, o r children and must, on  the  whole, 
forsake all the  joys and  blessings of life. T hey are only  allowed 
to  m aintain life by  begging , and  at n ight they  have to  take their 
rest in the o pen  air. T hey  are especially seen lying at the tom bs 
of the p rophets  and  the saints, seek ing  shelter o r p ro tec ting  their 
naked b o d y  from  the burn ing  rays of the sum m er sun under the



shade  of trees. T hey  are n o w  and then seen w an d erin g  th rough  
th e  bazars of the  tow ns and  always singly. W ithou t speaking  to  
an y b o d y  they  w alk th ro u g h  the streets stre tch ing  o u t the ir hand  
to  ask  charity  w hich is n o t den ied  by  anybody . W e E uropeans, 
of course , gave them  ou r m ite, b u t always w ith  a so rt of caution, 
n ev e r know ing  w hether these  people burn ing  w ith  fanaticism  and  
crazy from  hunger and  w an t m ight no t dash the ir club at the  
head  of the Christian d o g , th inking thus to  have d o n e  a g o o d  
action.

In contrast w ith these w ild-looking dervishes o thers  are here and 
the re  m et w ith w ho are, indeed , of the  sam e category , b u t they  
prefer a v ery  sm art appearance to  the  dirty savage dress. T hese 
are  th e  so-called Jesus-dervishes w ho on all po in ts try  to  resem ble 
th e  im age of Jesus (Yisa) w hich has the  sam e type  everyw here  bo th  
in  the  O rien t and in E urope . Several of them  h ad  succeeded  so 
well in  th is th a t, on  their stretch ing  ou t their h an d  sudden ly  and 
unsuspected  to  ask charity one  fancies oneself s tand ing  face to  face 
w ith  C hrist w ho is, indeed , regarded  as one of the  p ro p h e ts  of 
Islam . In Bokhara th e . nu m b er of calandar and  derv ish  o rders  is 
said  to  be 60.

T h e  d e v a n n a h s  are alw ays m ore o r less im becile o r quite 
crazy. The M ussulm ans are nam ely under the im pression  tha t the 
souls of m ad people are already in heaven w ith  G o d , and  tha t 
w ords of w isdom  from  heaven  are to  be heard  from  the ir crazy 
talk, as their soul in heaven is the in term ediate link be tw een  G od  
an d  th e  b o d y  w andering  on  earth. All lunatics are therefo re  con ­
sidered holy, and on an  alm s being  given to  th em , the ir sou l in 
heaven prays for the giver. T here are , how ever, also insane p er­
sons w ho are regarded  as possessed  by  the devil; (w herefore they  
are trea ted  or w ere before the  in terference of the R ussians as m en ­
tioned  in the chapter on  illnesses). M ost of the  cases avoid , how ­
ever, th e  attention of the R ussians in the  provinces. A  devannah  
is, of course , dressed as it com es into his head ; th ey  are often 
seen dressed  up  in som e foolish w ay  or other, for instance, w ith a 
paper cap on  their heads or w ith  their caftan trim m ed  w ith  shreds 
of paper. T hey som etim es g o  abou t w ith a small iron  saucepan 
w here there  are red ho t coals w hose fire they  keep alive b y  sw ing­
ing  the  saucepan like a censer. T hey  p u t the coals red  h o t in to  
their m ou th  chew ing them  w ith o u t the least inconvenience. T hey



are also seen riding on hobbies and  too ting  on cow ’s horns or 
w alking ab o u t w ith an old spear in  their hand.

T here is, of course , a g o o d  deal of hum bug  am ong  these de- 
vannahs and  dervishes. M any  m ake a business of the th ing , pre­
tend ing  to  be m ad o r acting as dervishes in places w here nobody  
know s them , and even the m ullahs a t the m osques are interested 
in such affairs.

As in Christian countries the re  are also in  C entral A sia a sort 
of lay preachers or yard- and  street-preachers w hose m ission con­
veys, how ever, the im pression of being  a w ay of m oney-m aking. 
O n  such  a street-preacher appearing  in  the bazar he is always fol­
low ed b y  a crow d of idlers w ho are in his service as a so rt of 
claque. A s a rule the  street-preacher only know s a few  passages 
from  the K oran  w hich he cries o u t, and  after each sentence the 
claque clap their hands crying o u t their applauses to  him . Som e 
day , for instance, the street-preacher cries ou t: “ Is n o t A llah the 
on ly  G od of the M ussulm ans?” T he claquers: “ B arakildeh!” (bravo!) 
“ Is n o t M oham m ed his g reatest P ro p h e t?"  T he claquers: “ Bara- 
k ildeh!” “ T hese Christian dogs o u g h t they  no t to  be ejected from 
the c o u n try ?” T he claquers: “ B arak ildeh!” The preacher says, 
addressing  him self to  the public: “ T hen give m e a T eng i” (about 
4  pence) and  thus he w en t on until his atten tion  had been  draw n 
to  the fact tha t w e understood  his language. The M ussulm ans do 
n o t care for exact proselytizing, for G o d  himself decides the num ber 
of believers and  unbelievers.

A  pilgrim age to  M ecca is held  in g rea t esteem . T he pilgrim 
obtains the  title of H a d s h i ,  is allow ed to  w ear a g reen  kalapush, 
his re tu rn  is celebrated w ith a g rea t public festival, and  he after­
w ards en joys a great social position . It is regarded  as an  honour 
and  blessing to  be allowed even to  touch  him.

T he ecclesiastics (the m urids, the  mullahs) are the  p ro p er upper 
class of B okhara , the grea t com pact staff m aintaining fanaticism in 
the popu la tion  w ithou t m ost of them  being  in their hearts zealous 
M ussulm ans; for as a rule they  are Tadjiks, and  consequently  
very  materialistic. In spite of the Tadjiks being in the  m inority 
the  P ersian  dialect is, nevertheless, the  official language and the 
language in  w hich all principal d iscussions are m ade, the  Turkish 
dialect of the m ore num erous U sbegs being m ore im m ediately 
the  popular language to  w hich the  learned B okharans p ay  b u t little 
regard. T he U sbegic as well as the Tadjik mullah considers it,



h ow ever, to  be his d u ty  to  keep  up Islam, and  he does th is w ith ­
o u t the  hypocrisy  w hich is otherw ise the characteristic of the cun ­
n ing  Tadjik.

A lthough  the ecclesiastics are the nobility of B okhara , w here 
the re  is no  o ther nobility, and  their influence is v e ry  g rea t, they 
are n o t held  in great esteem  by  the population. T hey  are regarded  
as a necessary  evil, and th e  reputation  of the g rea t m erchants and  
land lo rds considerably surpasses tha t of the ecclesiastics.



T O M B S

T
h e  M ahom edan  tom bs and  burial g rounds attract the  attention 
of the E uropean  traveller 'm ore than  all the o ther strange phe­
nom ena observed  by him on  his w ay  th ro u g h  the level country  

of B okhara and its m ountain  p rovinces as far as H indukush . They  
are often of a considerable extent and  covered b y  a m aze of small 
houses of all sizes from  a dog-hutch  to  large chapels w ith cupolae 
of glazed green ish  blue tiles.

T he burial g ro u n d  is generally the  first th ing  caught sight of 
on passing from  the steppes or the deserts into the tow ns of the 
oases. Extensive areae outside the  walls of the tow ns and  often 
also in the  m iddle of the tow ns are covered w ith tom bs w hose 
sarcophagus-like ■ top-stones are often piled up  one above the other 
to  form  several stories. T hey lie side by  side and  one above the 
o ther on  the  ou ter slopes of the  walls, placed here perhaps under 
the im pression th a t the spirits of th e  dead, dwelling in the  tom bs, 
m ay p reven t a hostile assault. M an y  are also situated along  the 
inner side of the  walls ro und  the tow ns, and  even beside the 
w alks of th e  inner walls, as for instance at O ld Bokhara. A m ong 
the tom bs of m ore com m on m ortals sepulchral cham bers o r m or­
tuary  chapels w ith  cupolae o r conic tow ers rise here and  there  into 
the air com m anding  their surroundings. W hite and  black yak-ox 
tails (tokh) on the  to p  of poles often w ave in the w ind  in h o ­
n ou r of the  dead  saints, and sticks hung  w ith flags (alam) o r rags 
in all colours, b u t chiefly w hite and  red, are placed a t the foo t of 
the  sarcophagi and  give the place w ith  its m any small houses the 
appearance of a dw arf’s tow n decorated  w ith flags for a festival.

O n  rid ing  th rough  the B okharan m ountain  provinces from  H in­
dukush  to  T urkestan, flags beside flags are seen at the villages in ­
side square stone-fences w hich enclose the burial g rounds. The
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p o les  p laced at the  tom bs som etim es carry a sm all g lazed ea rthen ­
w are o r copper ju g  (kobbä) on the to p  instead of a flag, o r the 
to p  of the  pole ends in a  hand  of iron-plate pain ted  black and  w ith  
th e  fingers stretched out.

T he tom bs are alw ays decorated  w ith a m o num en t som ehow  
or o th e r; th is m o num en t m ay be a rectangular earthen , gypsum  o r 
stone-m ound  rem inding  one som ew hat of ou r large o ld  tom bstones 
in E urope , or there  are several of the kind form ed like stairs, one 
ab o v e  the  other, or the re  is a small po in ted  bu ild ing  of bricks, a 
stone-fence, a small brick build ing shaped like a spherical segm ent, 
a sm all square w ooden  house  o r only  an earth- o r sand-heap  ac­
co rd in g  to  the custom s of the  various tribes; these  custom s of 
course  depend  upon  the  m aterial y ielded by  the reg ions concerned, 
u p o n  th e  m eans of the surv ivors to  erect a m ore o r less luxurious 
m onum ent, and upon  the m ore or less p ious life w hich the deceased 
has led  in the opinion of the Islamitic ecclesiastics. Like every ­
th in g  else the m onum ents have in the course of tim e been  subject 
to  a  so rt of fashion, b u t certainly less in Islamitic coun tries than  
elsew here.

Sepulchral m onum ents, o r m ore correctly m onum en ts  built in 
th e  sam e form  as these, are also built in  places w here no  one  is 
buried . T hus occasionally b o th  in H igh P am ir and  in  th e  inhabited  
valleys in  Pam ir w e find square stone-folds w ith  alam  an d  tokh  or 
heaps of stones decorated  w ith  horns of the  kiyik and  O vis Poli 
o r w ith  buffaloes’ o r cow s’ horns. In A litshur P am ir, in  H issar 
an d  K arategin w e find clay-huts built in the form  of sepulchral 
cham bers and  often decorated  w ith alam, to k h  and  kobbä, b u t no
one is buried  'beneath  them . It will be seen la ter on  th a t they
are no th ing  bu t m em orials, a  so rt of holy  m onum en ts  o r  th ings 
connected  w ith religious superstition.

A long  the eastern bank  of the  A m u D arya w e find sm all clay-
houses of the shape of sepulchral cham bers. Several of them  w ere
h u n g  w ith alam, and in som e of them  old w o o d en  dishes, w o oden  
spoons, brass jugs or the like w ere placed b o th  in the  cham ber, 
o n  th e  roof or round  a b o u t the building. T hese build ings are a 
so rt of prayer-houses, erected  for religious superstitious reasons, 
and  th e  things heaped  u p  in them  are sacrificial offerings.

W e shall first deal w ith  the  tom bs and then  describe som e Is­
lamitic ho ly  places easily m istaken for sepulchral m onum ents.

O u r know ledge of the  Pre-Islam itic tim e in C en tral A sia is b u t 
scan ty  and  w e have b u t little inform ation even as to  th e  first Is-



lamitic period. The past of C entral Asia is on the w hole shrouded 
in a darkness w hich it is difficult to  penetrate. O nly  scattered ac­
counts n o t easily collected in to  a w hole are at ou r disposal. The 
reason  is, no  doubt, that very  little has been done to  exam ine the 
m aterial scientifically. If the m any ruins w ere excavated, if the 
burial m ounds on the steppes w ere  opened, the result w ould , no 
doubt, differ from  the present one.

B elow  the surface of the earth w e m ust seek for and will surely 
find the  Pre-Islam itic h istory of C entral Asia. O n  the surface there 
are still som e rem ainders of the Islamitic m iddle ages; the  early ages 
have vanished. B ut even the relics of the Islamitic m iddle ages are 
m arked by  the sign of death, an d  it will no t be long before the re­
mains of the flourishing period of Islam in Central Asia, the  time of 
the Tim urides, will be g round  dow n 
to  dust by  earth-quakes and  w an t

of Bokhara, K hiva and  K ona U r- R' ctanguIar c“P°‘ae
gendtsh  are in a state of decay.

It has been m aintained over and  over again, tha t Islam had  no 
culture, but, nevertheless, there  are here splendid edifices of great 
artistic value, built by the m en of Islam and  in danger of perishing 
before any  m em orial of them  is handed  dow n to  posterity . But 
apart from  these there are build ings w hich are no t of any great 
artistic interest, bu t w hich nevertheless deserve to be b ro u g h t to  
light. T hus the  Islamitic tom bs and  sepulchral m onum ents which 
besides being  of historical in terest are of interest to  ethnography.

T h e ' confused m ixture of Christianity, Judaism , ancient A rab pa­
ganism , P arsee superstition  and  Buddhism , of which religion, religious 
life and  custom s in B okhara are m ade up, has p roduced  a certain 
disrespect for all religious life in the  countries of the  M ussulm ans, 
and  yet there is hardly  any  religion that bears so m uch upon  the 
population  as Islam. In spite of its despotic and exclusive character 
its adheren ts have n o t in the course of time been able to  shut 
them selves o u t from  every  exterior influence, and inevitably a cer­
tain developm ent has taken place w ithin Islam itself. F rom  this

of repair. The grandest m onum ents 
left us by  Tim ur, the splendid edi­
fices of Sam arkand, the m edresse 
of the tow n  of T urkestan (built in 
1397), the  m osques, palaces, m e­
dresses and  sepulchral m onum ents



po in t of view  w e will s tudy  the tom bs and sepulchral m onum ents 
of Bokhara.

Before the spread of Islam over M erv and  T ransoxania on the 
invasion of the A rabs in 666  the original agricultural population  
em braced the doctrine of Z oroaster, in the corrupted  form , indeed, 
w hich the  original A vesta faith had assum ed under the dynasties 
of the Achaem enides, Parthians and Sassanides from  ab o u t 250  В. C. 
until the  appearance of M oham m ed. The dead bodies w ere exposed 
to  wild beasts on hills in desolate regions and the skeleton (which 
at all costs had to  be left unhurt for w hich reason the dead  body  
w as covered with stones, tha t w olves and dogs shou ld  n o t carry 
aw ay the bones) was la ter buried in a tom b. U nder the  dynasty  
of the Parthians from about 250  В. C. to  220  A . D . the dead 
bod ies w ere som etim es burned  in sheer defiance of th e  A vesta faith.

U nder Islam the dead b o d y  is now  everyw here in B okhara buried 
shortly  after life has becom e extinct. W hen a m an is dead, the 
w om en of the family assem ble in the cham ber of death  o r in a 
corner, of which there are so  m any in the B okharan houses, u tte ­
ring loud  m oans and lam entations, tearing their hairs and  lacerating 
their faces and hands w ith their nails. N eighbours and  friends also 
com e to  m ourn his loss. E ven the day after the corpse is w ashed 
and dressed in a sort of shroud, according to  the  prescriptions 
consisting  of 3 articles of dress, one above the o th e r; the  last, 
covering  the w hole body, is called chaudir (tent). T he sh roud  is 
of w hite or yellow stuff, cotton or silk according to  the  m eans of 
the family. The outer garm ent is tied together in  a k n o t o n  the 
clean-shaven head (if the  dead be a man), and the  face, hands and 
feet of the corpse m ust be free, so that the dead m ay be able to 
arise at the call of the P rophet. T he tying of the ou ter garm en t in 
a kno t on the head has its ow n significance. O n  his jo u rn ey  to 
paradise the dead has, nam ely, to  pass the bridge (esh-Shirat) tha t 
crosses hell; this bridge is as narrow  as a hair an d  sharper than 
a g round  sw ord. F rom  this bridge the sinners fall into hell; bu t 
the P ro p h e t catches the ju st b y  the  knot of chaudir, thus p reventing  
them  from falling in to  the fire below  the bridge, and  leads them  
into the cool gardens of paradise w ith its m any fresh run n in g  ariks, 
shadow y trees and fair m aidens etc. If this knot w ere n o t tied on 
the head  of the dead there w ould  be no th ing  for th e  P ro p h e t to  
catch ho ld  of, as all Bokhara m en shave the head sm oo th  w ith the  
razor.

T he sam e day as the corpse is dressed in the shroud , it is laid



on  a sort of bier, the sides of w hich are w rapped up in blue stuff; 
it is carried by four m en and accom panied by the survivors and 
their friends to  a m osque w here an ecclesiastic reads prayers over 
the dead, and  then it is carried to  the  burial g round  or the place 
w here the deceased has wished to  rest, often a burial place which 
he has p repared  for himself and  possibly for his nearest relations. 
B oth men, w om en and children a ttend  the funeral, at the grave 
the w om en again how l, and m ore w om en are often hired for this 
business, a m ullah reads from  the K oran, and the attendants receive 
pieces to rn  from  the shroud. The corpse is laid w ithout any  coffin

L o n g  r e c t a n g u l a r  k a b r .

K a b r  i n  se v e r a l  s t o r i e s .  P o i n t e d  k a b r  w i t h  r e c t a n g u l a r  b a s i s .

in the  brick-built tom b. F o r tw o days after the funeral the  Koran 
is read in the house of m ourning, and  on the third day  the sur­
vivors and  the friends after m orn ing  prayers in a m osque go to 
the  house of m ourning to  hear extracts from  the K oran again read, 
then  a m eal is eaten, and for a w eek  prayers are read in  the  house 
of m ourning. O n  the great M ahom edan  festivals the fem ale relations 
of the dead m an or w om an assem ble at the grave to  u tte r their la­
m entations and  howls, or hired w om en  are sent there.

A bove the brick-built tom b are built various m onum ents if they  
m ay be so term ed. The shape of these m onum ents, sanctuaries, 
sarcophagi or tom bstones (kabr or sar-khanäh (head house) as they 
are called) will be  treated  of in the following.

Islam contains in Central M id A sia and Persia tw o m ain sec­
tions, nam ely Sunna, the  orthodox, and  Shiah. T he latter sect 
originates from  the period betw een 7 1 4  and 874, the  p resen t Per­



sians belong to  it, form erly also the Afghans and som e people 
living in the parts round about, and, as hinted at above, it lias 
had m any adherents in the countries of which we are speaking, 
but now  every one in these parts is Sunnite, by nam e, at any  rate, 
even if not at heart. Both sects bury  the corpses in brick-built 
rectangular tom bs, so long, that the body  can be stretched ou t at 
full length, the head resting som ew hat higher than the body. But 
w hile the Sunnites lay ou t the tom bs, so that on the corpse lying 
stre tched  out with his head bent sidew ards, the eyes look tow ards 
M ecca, the Shiites give the tom b a direction so that the legs are 
tu rned  tow ards M ecca and the eyes look upw ards. B oth oi the 
tw o sects, of course, q u o te  their reasons for their w ay of laying 
out the tom b. The o rthodox  Sunnites say that the eyes m ust al­
ways look tow ards M ecca so  that they may be ready  on the P ro ­
phet calling on the D ay of Jud g m en t, and they consider it quite 
ungodly  to  turn the legs tow ards holy Mecca. The Shiites say that 
the corpse m ust necessarily lie in their way, because then they are 
able to  arise easily on the D ay of Judgm en t and look at the same 
m om ent tow ards the place from w hich the appearance of the P ro ­
phet is expected. As far as my know ledge goes, n o b o d y  in B o­
khara now  dares profess Shiah for fear of the Sunnites, bu t the 
latter maintain, on the o ther hand, that am ong them  there are those 
w ho are Shiah in their hearts, and bury their dead in Shiitic w ay. 
In order to  keep this in secret, how ever, they lay ou t the kabr 
according to  the Sunnitic rule, but the tom b itself in the direction 
of the Shiah sect, kabr and tom b (G ur) thus com ing  to lie a th ­
wart of each other.

O nly  in a single place in the Pam ir valleys have I found  an 
instance of the kabr having Shiitic direction. O n  th e  burial g round  
(guristan or guristän) all kabrs are elsew here parallel to  one 
another.

T he kabr, which only covers the corpse from head  to  knee has 
tw o fixed main types, nam ely the pointed  brick-, gypsum - o r clay- 
sarcophagus and the b roader or narrow er rectangular kabr. B oth 
are som etim es coated with a covering of carved w o o d en  plates or 
w ith the beautiful glazed majolica, and the rectangular type is also 
seen in finely hew n, black o r w hite marble. O f the  latter kind 
m any very interesting ones are seen in the village of B aha-Eddin 
or Bahavadin, as the w ord is generally p ronounced  bv  the natives.

T hese tw o main types of the kabr som etim es becom e m ixed, 
the po in ted  kabr being placed upon  the rectangular figure, or se­



veral rectangular kabrs are placed one above the other, thus be­
com ing form ed like stairs. Then  there are som e form s differing 
from  these and  exceptions. F o r  m any reasons w hich shall be 
treated  of later on w e consider the pointed kabr as the original 
one; this form  has developed under the A rabs d u rin g .th e  infancy 
of Islam o r perhaps even before; the rectangular kabr has been 
in troduced  later by the Persians and  has passed from  K horassan 
in to  the  tow ns of the oases of the  Bokharan level coun try  and of 
East Bokhara, and possibly over Balkh into the Pam ir valleys.

It w ould  be too  long to  discuss the  details of a th eo ry  of evo­
lution here, and I shall only rem ark that the old Rom an stone- 
sarcophagi, w here the lids are often hew n ou t at the to p  in the 
form  of a ridge, rem ind one greatly of the present po in ted  M ahom e- 
dan kabr.

P o o r  K irg h iz  to m b  in  th e  s te p p e . P o in te d  k a b r  w ith  k o b b ä .

A t  th e  h e a d  a  c irc le  o f ro d s  is  s tu c k  d o w n .

T h e  p o in te d  k a b r  is everyw here the m ost com m on. In H igh
Pam ir w e find it am ong the Kirghiz on the banks of rivers and
lakes w here the main camps of these nom ads are, and  w here they 
lay out their burial g rounds on infertile m ountain slopes, so as 
n o t to  take up room  w here there can grow  grass and n o t to  have
the spirits w ho haunt the graves near the tents. The po in ted  kabr
has m ostly  the form  of a sand heap, as o ther m aterial is often 
no t available. T he tom b itself is form ed of flat pieces of slate, 
and on th e  to p  the  kabr is ornam ented  w ith a circle of small sticks 
stuck dow n into the sand, or a circle of small, stones are placed 
above the spot, w here the head of the corpse rests. A  w reath of 
rope is som etim es laid at the head  end of the kabr, or the w hole 
kabr is encircled by a rope of camel hair.

In B okhara in all the tow ns of the oases the pointed brick-built 
kabr is seen in such great num bers as to  com pletely give the burial 
g rounds their character. A t som e distance it looks as if the yel­
low ish g rey  loess w hich is cem entlike and hard in sum m er had 
been  p loughed  up in large clods.



T he kabrs built over ord inary  m ortals are of all possible sizes 
according as grow n-up people or children are buried  beneath  them . 
T he m ost general type, seen by  thousands everyw here, is at m ost 
l 1 2 m etre long and 1 m etre high. O u t of regard  to  room  in the 
fertile oases w here every bit of g round  m ust be utilized, as far as 
the irrigation reaches from  tha t river upon  w hich th e  oasis is de ­
penden t, new  kabrs are built above the old, so tha t the burial g round  
grow s higher and  higher. As the slopes of the  walls canno t be 
cultivated, the kabrs in all larger tow ns w here there  are walls and  
bastions are built in a wild confusion one above th e  o ther, often 
right up  to  the top  of the  wall. ' F o r o ther reasons besides w ant 
of room  the tom bs are heaped  up beside and above one another, 
thus round  the sepulchral cham bers and  tom bs of the  p rophets  and 
saints w here it is considered g o o d  to  rest that these persons m ay 
in tercede for the dead on the D ay  of Judgm ent. A  typical exam ple 
is seen a t the m ausoleum  of A yup Paigam bar in B okhara. A s a 
rule th e  tom bs are n o t kep t in repair, and  as they  are often in­
securely built, it m ay happen  tha t on passing over such  a field of 
kabrs one  falls dow n into one of them . If the tom bs collapse, the 
M ussulm ans say that G od himself has destroyed the to m b  and  throw n 
the bones in all directions, so  tha t the ungodly  m an shall n o t be 
able to  find them  again on  the  D ay  of Judgm ent an d  consequently  
n o t arise.

T he com m on kabrs are hardly  ever decorated  w ith any  o rna­
m en t w hatever. No nam e-plate or m ark renders it possible to  see 
any  difference betw een them . As a rule they  are entirely  walled 
up ; bu t in m any tow ns it is custom ary to leave a hole o pen  in 
one end  of the kabr w hich is only  shut w ith loose bricks th a t the 
soul m ay get ou t m ore easily. It is a general belief here as for­
m erly in the religion of Z oroaster tha t the spirit of the  dead  person  
dwells som e time at the grave itself.

It is no t rare for a man, w hile still alive, to  build  his ow n  kabr 
and even one for each of his w ives and  children. In this case one 
of the gables of the kabr is left open  or on ly  sh u t w ith  loose 
bricks.

T he so-called k o b b ä 1) is som etim es placed o n  the  ridge of the 
po in ted  kabr above the head  of the  corpse. This is a  ro u n d  tap  
of g reen  glazed clay, the sam e as is seen decorating  th e  to p  of 
the cupolae of m osques and  sepulchral m onum ents.

!) K obbä o r chubba (Arabic) p roperly  m eans cupola, b u t in  th e se  p a rts  it  now  m eans 
n o th in g  b u t th e  clay-knob on top  of th e  cupola.



E ntrance to an old sep u lch ra l cham ber of burn t bricks in the town of B o k h a ra .



T his k ab r w as in a small m ud-built sepulchral cham ber bearing  
the  title of aulia, and  as the  w ord  aulia designates tha t a sain t is 
bu ried  here , aulia being  derived  from  A ulat-i-Paigam bar =  the de­
scendan t of the  P rophet, the  kobbä m ust also, no  doub t, be a 
special d istinction of the dead  m an. O utside the sepulchral cham ­
b e r  th e re  w as nam ely also a m ast hung  w ith alam and  tokh.

A s ab o v e  m entioned  “to k h ” is the tail of the yak-ox  (kutas) in 
P am ir; it is h u n g  up  on a pole a t the graves o r over the  tom bs. 
B oth  th e  w hite tail and  the  black one m ark o u t the  sp o t as very  
holy , the  w hite tail being, how ever, the holier sym bol of the  tw o. 
A  to k h  h u n g  up  is the h ighest ho n o u r that can be show n a dead 
m an, an d  it is only placed there  after m uch discussion am ong  the 
h ighest Islamitic ecclesiastics. It is curious that nearly all dead  saints 
are U sbegs. T okh can only be acquired by  the m an w ho has ren ­
dered  special services to  Islam, his social standing is of no  im por­
tance. In th is respect the M ussulm ans are very  dem ocratic. T hus 
it is rather rem arkable tha t the  graves of the Em irs of B okhara are 
n o t ad o rn ed  w ith alam or tokh . O ver som e of the  la test Em irs in 
B okhara, the  no torious N asrullah (1826— 1860) and  his successor 
M ussaffar E ddin  A bdul K han, the father of the  p resen t Em ir, w ho 
are bu ried  in the  tow n of B okhara, po in ted  kabrs w ithou t any  o r ­
nam ent are built. T hey can only  be distinguished from  the o ther 
com m on kabrs in that they  are covered w ith a solid  layer of cem ent 
and  encircled b y  a low  wall.

T he fact that a tokh  w aves over a grave p roperly  m eans som e­
th ing  m ore than that the dead  m an m ust be considered  th e  d e ­
scendant of the P rophet. It m eans, either, that he is a p rophet, of 
course, inferior to  M oham m ed, o r tha t he m ust, a t any  rate, be  con ­
sidered to  be equal to  such a one. Alam says th a t the  g rave is 
an aulia, the nam e by  w hich it is called by  the natives, i. e. a saint 
is buried  there.

N one of the natives w ho answ ered  o ther questions of th is k ind 
w ere able to  give any  satisfactory explanation as to  the  m eaning  
of kobbä. Such  w as the custom , b u t it w as sure to  be an  h o n o u r 
paid to  the dead  man. T he kobbä is som etim es seen  on  to p  of 
poles raised over graves in the oasis of B okhara an d  in V akhan  in 
Pam ir w hich have no other ornam ents.

I therefore presum e th a t the  distinctions of the  tom bs of the 
dead  follow another from  the  h ighest to  the low est in  th e  follow ing 
order: the  w hite tail of the  yak-ox, the black one, alam  and  kobbä. 
If the  kabr is adorned w ith one of these ornam ents, th e  o ther in ­



ferior one m ay also be there. O ver graves decorated w ith a tokh 
a sepulchral cham ber or m ausoleum  (gum bas or gjiimbas) is gene­
rally built w here the front and  roof are adorned w ith horns of 
oxen, deer or wild sheep, all being  sym bols of strength. G um bas 
or tu rbeh  is the nam e of the building itself, w hereas the  grave, if 
it is the grave of a saint, is called mazar.

O n som e pointed kabrs I have seen a ju g  of glazed clay instead 
of kobbä. It w as of the same shape as the so-called w eeping-jugs

(which are no th ing  b u t jugs w ith  a po in ted  bo ttom  to  stand m ore 
firmly in the  sand, and not, as w as form erly thought, in tended to  
contain the  tears of the survivors of the dead and then be placed 
on the tom b), and ended  like these in a po in t which w as fastened 
to the kabr. T he relations of the dead  laid corn for the birds in 
the jug  o r vessel; its upper part w as m ore like the latter, and it 
was considered a good  om en w hen the birds and especially the 
pigeons, w hich are kep t and  fed in the m osques and looked  upon 
as a sort of holy  birds, came to  eat the  corn. The opposite  is 
considered to  be a bad omen. A  vessel engraved w ith passages 
from the K oran or spells and filled w ith w ater for the sam e pur­

P o in te d  k a b r  w i th  e a r th e n  ju g  fo r  c o rn  a n d  w a te r . F o rm  of th e  c o m m o n  g u m b a s .

T o m b  of P a s h a  Is m ail-i-S äm ä n e .



pose is also som etim es p laced on the kabr. P ossib ly  the latter 
cu stom s have an older m eaning, nam ely that food is p laced for the 
sp irit of the  dead  m an while stay ing  at the grave.

A m o n g  rem arkable, po in ted  kabrs w hose age can be determ ined 
w ith  to lerab le certainty, o u g h t to  be nam ed A u lia  P a s h a  Ism ail-i-S a- 
m ä n e . This aulia lies near the  p rophet grave of A yup  Paigam bar 
in th e  tow n  of Bokhara. By Pasha Ismail is no  d o u b t m eant the 
S am anide Ismail w ho w as born  in Ferghana in 848 , and  died in 
B okhara of fever in 907. D uring  the reign of Ismail w ho was 
K ing  of Bokhara, there w as a g row th  of culture in T ransoxania under 
Islam, m uch  the sam e as la ter under Timur, b u t on a sm aller scale. 
O riginally  he  was only  K ing of B okhara, but on the  dea th  of his 
b ro ther N asr he also becam e the ruler of Sam arkand. L ater on  his 
v ic torious arm ies gained him  the sw ay of K harezm , M erv, Balkh, 
H erat and  alm ost the w hole of Persia to  M esopotam ia an d  also the 
the eastern  parts of C entral Asia to  the Tian-shan m oun ta in s, in 
w hich realm s he had his viceroys. Right up to  his dea th  he held 
this extensive realm  under his sw ay, and he is said to  have been  
a very  m agnanim ous ruler.

U nder him Bokharan agriculture flourished, as he  had  num erous 
irrigation canals and reservoirs built. H e w as also a g rea t patron  
of science, especially theology, and he built m any sp lend id  m osques 
and  palaces.

O v er his grave is erected a m ausoleum  of bu rn t bricks, w ithou t 
any  o rnam ent of glazed tiles. It is very  roughly  m ade, and  the 
fron t is decorated w ith pressed bricks. The en trance th ro u g h  the 
po in ted  porch  is shu t by  tw o carved w ooden  doors of recent date, 
cow ’s horns are placed on  a shelf at the to p  of the  door.

B eneath  the po in ted  vau lt, w hich is coated  w ith  plaster, is the  
g rave of Ismail; it is adorned  w ith  a po in ted  kabr a b o u t V j2 m etre 
high and  covered w ith plaster. T he kabr is p laced on a square 
platform  of plaster. O n  a sm aller platform  resting  o n  th e  square 
substra tum  and athw art of the kabr is a tokh, and  a t the  end  of 
the small transversal platform  is a  stand w ith four sm all earthen  
bow ls w here candles are lighted on  the festivals of Islam, and  espe­
cially during  the Ramasan. B ow ls or earthen lam ps (chiräk) p laced 
on a grave are a further m ark of distinction of the  deceased , and  
as w e shall see later o n , m any  graves are furnished w ith  a small 
altar for candles, a sort of ligh t-house (chiräkkhanäh), a custom  
w hich is undoub ted ly  derived from  the P arsee o r A vesta reli­
gion.



T h e ' follow ing story  is to ld  of th is aulia. It was built in one 
night, no artisan was engaged in its erection, and n o b o d y  know s 
how  it cam e into  existence. A t each end of the kabr is a hole 
dow n into  the grave. W hen tw o m en w ere at variance w ith each 
other, each of them  w rote his com plaint in a letter and bo th  letters 
w ere p u t in to  the same hole. S oon  after the letter em erged from  the 
other ho le , and  the letter belonging to  him  w ho w as in the  right 
was now  furnished with the seal of Pasha Ismail. F o r 39 years 
quarrels w ere decided in th is w ay; bu t then tw o m en quarrelled 
abou t 1000 Tilla w hich one of them  ow ed to  the other. In spite 
of his denial the cre­
d ito r had received the 
m oney  w hich be now  
kep t in a hollow  stick.
O n  arriving at the grave 
the liar asked the ad ­
verse party  to  hold  the 
stick while he threw  
his letter in to  the hole, 
thus he th o u g h t tha t he 
could deceive Ismail 
in m aintaining tha t he 
was n o t in possession 
of the m oney  while 
pu tting  the com plaint 
into the grave. No 
letter appeared, how ­
ever, and  from  tha t tim e Ismail never decides any  quarrel. O n  a 
w om an once try ing to  gain access to  Ismail her hand, w ith which 
she p u t the  letter into the hole, w as seized by  another hand, and 
she died on  the spot.

A m ong  older pointed kabrs w e find in  Bokhara one built over 
the grave of the prophet Job . It is well know n tha t Islam has in­
herited m uch of its religion from  Judaism , and thus the  prophets 
of the Jew s have also becom e the  prophets of the M ussulm ans. 
Round abou t in Central Asia there are graves which tradition says 
hold  the m ortal rem ains of several Jew ish prophets, and the scene 
of their life and dealings is also laid here. In the tow n of Bo­
khara the  natives insist upon the p rophet Job  being buried  in the 
aulia of A yup  Paigam bar (The P ro p h e t Job) near the above m en­
tioned aulia of Ismail on the w est side of the tow n  close to  the
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w all b y  w hich  B okhara is su rrounded . The aulia is a large partly 
su b te rran ean  structure w ith  rectangular base and furnished w ith three 
sm all cupolae besides a sm all tow er w ith conical top . O n  the 
m iddle cupola is placed a chiräkkhanäh. T hrough small plastered 
lattice w indow s a feeble light falls in to  the sepulchral cham ber, and 
all ro u n d  the aulia are a confused maze of po in ted  kabrs. It is 
bu ilt of b u rn t tiles w ithou t any  ornam ent of encrusted  tiles. The 
en trance to  the aulia w hich is divided into  th ree room s w hich 
form  a connected series is th rough  a low door w here sheiks keep 
w atch. T he first room  is a sort of em pty lobby. In the  m iddle 
of the  second  room  there is a deep, narrow  well w here there is 
sp lend id  cold and  clear w ater. The w ater is partly  used  as drink­
ing w ater and  partly  to  w ash in against diseases, as it is said to  
h ave healing pow er. W hether it is better than g o o d  spring  w ater 
on  the  w hole m ust rem ain undecided; but the aulia has a con ­
siderable incom e, as the w ater is sold to  w ell-to -d o  people w ho 
live near the  aulia, and ill persons m ake pilgrim ages to  the  place 
to  buy  the holy w ater from  the mullahs w ho keep  w atch. O n 
P aisham beh and only on tha t day in the w eek w om en  are also 
allow ed to  com e for w ater here. M oham m ed did  n o t absolutely  
forbid  w om en to  stay in m osques o r in  holy  places; b u t he th o u g h t 
tha t they  had better keep away.

F rom  the room  w ith the well one enters th ro u g h  a low  do o r 
that is always locked into  the sepulchral cham ber p ro p e r w hich like 
all o ther sanctuaries was op en ed  to  us by  order of the  Emir. O ver 
this do o r are a few glazed tiles and high above these  a w ooden  
table w ith carved letters w hich could perhaps give som e inform ation 
as to  the origin of the aulia, if they could be in terp re ted  in spite 
of the dam age which the table has suffered. O n  b o th  sides of 
the latter depressions in the  wall suggest the form er presence of 
tw o tables m ore; this was, how ever, denied by the sheiks. In the 
innerm ost dark room  w here a derv ish-herm it keeps w atch is a 
very  large pointed kabr built of bricks and plaster and  everyw here 
covered w ith carved boards of apricot w ood. T he m ain figures on 
these boards are polygons tw isted  into one another and  filled w ith 
conventionally com posed flow ers and leaf o rnam ents, a  m ixture of 
Saracen and  Persian style. T he kabr is surrounded  b y  a w ooden  
enclosure carved in the  sam e w ay as the  w ooden  case of the kabr. 
The carving is skilful and  pretty . Judging  by the designs of the 
carving the  kabr is very  old; a t any rate older than  the  buildings 
of T im ur in Sam arkand. It is presum ably a rem nan t from  th e  in-
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fancy of Islam in T ransoxania, consequently  from  th e  7 th  o r 8th
cen tu ry . T he kabr w as covered  by  a magnificent ca rpet em broidered
w ith  g o ld , and  above w ere h u n g  w hite and black to k h  and  alam.
In niches in the walls w ere p laced several chiräks (lam ps of m uch
th e  sam e shape as the  old R om an and Parthian lam ps of te rra  cotta).

T rad ition  says tha t Jo b  n o t only is buried  h e re , b u t th a t he 
lived here  w ith his p lagues for 63  years. O nce Jo b  had  com m itted  
a g rave  sin, and G od had  his w hole b o d y  covered  w ith w orm s
tha t ea t his dress and  gnaw ed  his flesh. T w o of these w orm s,
how ever, crep t aw ay from  Jo b ; one of them  w en t dow n  in to  the 
w ater and  becam e the p rogen ito r of the leeches; the  o ther creeping 
up  in to  a m ulberry-tree becam e the progenitor of the  silkw orm s.

A  rem arkable sepulchral m onum ent is the  T ow er of the  D ead  
in th e  tow n  of Bokhara. It is a very  high isolated  m inaret built 
of excellent bricks. It is the  highest one in the tow n  and  up  to  
som e 2 0  years ago the Em irs used it as a sort of place of exe­
cution having their enem ies th row n dow n to  the  g ro u n d  from  the 
to p  of it.

A b o u t the origin of the m inaret is told the  fo llow ing sto ry . It
is said to  have been built by  Em ir Kizil A rslan K han (The Red
Lion K han). The natives say tha t Emir Kizil A rslan quarrelled  with 
Imäm (Im an) Kutajibä Sahäbe and  had him  killed du ring  prayer 
(näm as) in  a m osque. T he n ight after the E m ir h ad  a dream  in 
w hich the  Imäm  cam e up  to  him  saying; “ You h av e  now  killed 
m e; b u t oblige m e b y  laying m y  head on a sp o t w here n obody  
can trea d .” Then the E m ir built the  Tow er of the D ead  over his grave.

A ccording to  the natives the  sam e Imäm is said to  have built 
the large m osque at B okhara , M ashit-i-K alan (the large m osque) 
w here am ong other th ings there  is a font, very  like a baptism al 
font. It is hew n o u t of granite and  is called R ustem s Pialal i. e. 
the  vessel of Rustam.

O pposite  to  M ashit-i-Kalän is the m edresse of H azreti-M ir-A rab. 
In th is m edresse to the left of the vault of the  en trance ga te  is a 
large sepulchral chamber. It consists of high vau lted  ro o m s w ith 
po in ted  arches, the walls are covered w ith beautiful o ld  earthenw are 
of various colours, and  it is filled w ith m any po in ted  kabrs, partly  
covered w ith glazed tiles and  w ith  carved w ood  as in the  aulia of 
A yup Paigam bar.

T he sepulchral cham ber in Hazreti-M ir-A rab o u g h t to  b e  m ore 
closely exam ined. W e had  only  opportun ity  of tak ing  a cursory  
view of it, as the ind ignant m ullahs, w ho su rro u n d ed  u s , an d  the



natives w ho crow ded round the m edresse on our entrance here, 
objected to  our presence in the sepulchral chamber. All of them  
seem ed so  irritated tha t we feared they  m ight in som e w ay or other 
interfere w ith us, and to this w e w ould  not expose ourselves, for one 
reason because we w ere otherw ise on friendly term s w ith every one 
in Bokhara, bo th  high and low. W hether this sepulchral cham ber is 
looked upon  as the H oly 
of H olies in B okhara, I 
dare no t say. O n  the 
w hole our visits at graves 
and  sepulchral cham bers 
w ere n o t very  w elcom e; 
bu t n o b o d y  seem ed over 
exasperated a t ou r appear­
ance, especially as they 
w ere always sure of tips 
(silou); b u t I never saw 
fanaticism flashing from the 
eyes of M ussulm ans as it 
did on th is occasion.

O n  the  no rth  side of 
the tow n of Bokhara is 
the aulia of H azreti Imla, 
a clay-gum bas enclosing 
a pointed kabr of burn t 
bricks. Beside the kabr is 
built a tow er abou t 1 metre 
high of the same shape 
as the tow ers from  which 
the m ueddin cries ou t the 
daily p rayer from  the roofs 
of the m osques. In the 
tow er (chiräkkhanäh) are 
placed chiräks of clay and cast iron of the very same shape as we
can trace back to  the days of the Parthians. O ver the gum bas
is hung  a black tokh. T he sheiks say that the aulia is only  some 
150 years old. T he custom  of erecting a chiräkkhanäh beside the 
kabr is found  in  the aulia of K hodsha Tyshabe. The latter which
is situated on  the  w est side of the tow n  of Bokhara close to  the
city-wall only  consists of one large po in ted  clay-kabr w ithout gum bas.
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It is sa id  to  have been  built abou t 1700, and over the kabr is 
p laced  a  b lack tokh.

In th e  court-yard  of the  m osque of B aha-E ddin o r Bahavadin, 
as it is called b y  the  natives, w hich is situated in the village of 
the  sam e nam e abou t 8  versts south-east of the to w n  of Bokhara 
are 3  connected  po in ted  kabrs, w hich according to  the  m ullahs 
ho ld  th e  rem ains of th ree  disciples of B aha-Eddin w ho had  com e 
h ithe r to  hear the  renow ned  and  learned theologian. T he kabrs 
rest on a square m ound of cem ent; they  are abou t l ‘/s m etre high 
and overlaid  w ith a sm ooth  surface of plaster.

T hese kabrs cannot have been built later than in the 15th cen­
tu ry , as B aha-Eddin is said to  have died in 1388. E ven if the 
latter year is n o t qu ite correct, w e know  tha t B aha-E ddin  lived 
u n d er T im ur (Amir Tem ir =  T he Iron Emir) (1363— 1405).

Ju s t outside the city-wall of Bokhara in S. b. E. is the sa in t’s 
g rave of Bäbä-i-shauk. To reach it one has to  traverse a small com ­
plex of m edresses w here m ullahs and m ullah-aspirants live in their 
sm all cham bers, and then  there  is a small mashit. T o  the left of 
the m ashit is a pond  w ith brick-built stone-settings ro u n d  w hich are 
g ro u p ed  som e small m ullah houses and to  the righ t is the sepul­
chral cham ber, a gum bas, th e  entrance to  w hich is th ro u g h  a beauti­
fully carved, old w ooden  door. In the m iddle below  th e  vaults of 
the gum bas is the grave w hich is adorned  w ith a large po in ted  
kabr of bu rn t plastered bricks. T he kabr is covered  w ith  a w hite 
linen cover, a custom  m et w ith  sporadically everyw here in  Sunnitic 
C entral Asia, and at the head  of the kabr is p laced a black tokh 
and  a chiräkkhanäh. Bäbä-i-shauk is said to  have been  a shoe­
m aker renow ned for his holiness w ho lived at the  tim e of T im ur. 
T he carved w ooden  door seem s to  speak in favour of the  correct­
ness of the stated age.

T he rectangular or cubical kabr w as certainly in troduced  into 
Bokhara at the tim e of T im ur and  the Tim urides. It is shaped  like 
a coffin w ith flat lid o r it is low  and  broad  like a to m b sto n e  in 
E urope.

R ound the sanctuary of B aha-E ddin  are several of these  beautiful 
kabrs; m any of them  are ado rned  w ith skilful carvings in  Persian 
designs and furnished w ith Persian  and Turkish inscrip tions w hich 
ough t to  be very  soon in terp re ted  before they  vanish. A m ong  
these kabrs is the  tom b of E m ir S ubhän  Kuli K han , su rrounded  
b y  a fence of carved black stones and furnished w ith  small chi-



räkkhanähs of black marble. Subhän Kuli Khan of the dynasty  of 
the A shtarkhanides reigned in B okhara at the end of the 17th cen­
tu ry  and to o k  a great in terest in science and art, thus he w rote 
himself a medical book  in Turkish.

B aha-Eddin is called the sacred devannah by  the natives. He 
did not, how ever, belong to this category, being a learned theologian 
and one of the counsellors of T im ur. T im ur was a great patron 
bo th  of science, especially theology, and of art, and, before m arching 
against his neighbours or attacking a to w n , he is always said to 
have asked advice of Baha-Eddin. W ith closed eyes the latter 
p rophesied  the  issue of the in tended  enterprise, and his prophecy 
always cam e true. K hodsha Baha-Eddin was a sort of mystic, the 
founder of the N akishbendi order and  the originator of various reli­
g ious extravagances in 
B okharan Islam. H e is 
honoured  as the natio­
nal saint of Bokhara, 
and three pilgrim ages to 
his grave are said to 
be equal to  one pil­
grim age to  M ecca. The 
grave of B a h a-E d d in  
is situated in  a corner 
of a shady garden  or 
g rove of large apricot
and m ulberry-trees surrounding a blocked up space w here there 
are tw o m osques at which only H adshis officiate. The m onum ent 
over the grave consists of a rectangular kabr, about 8 m etres long 
and 1 Va m etre high. O n  one side is a black stone , the so-called 
w ishing-stone, Sang-i-M urad, w hich the visiting pilgrims kiss and 
against w hich they rub their forehead so  that it has becom e quite 
w orn. O n  the  m iddle of the kabr is erected a chiräkkhanäh. The 
kabr m ust be considered to  be of Persian origin; together with 
m any of a like shape, am ong w hich several of black m arble, that 
are do tted  abou t outside the blocked up  place, it was executed by 
Iranian artisans w ho w here called in  by  Tim ur and the Tim urides. 
N ear the g rave of Baha-Eddin is the  sepulchral m onum ent of Emir 
A bdullah-K han, a large rectangular kabr of cement, round  w hose 
upper m argin there is a  low  balustrade of latticed black marble. 
It is also adorned  w ith a chiräkkhanäh, and on tw o sides there are
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s to n e  tables w ith Persian inscriptions. B oth tom bs are decorated  
w ith  m any  tokhs and  alam s on  long  staffs as a  sign of the  great 
holiness of the place.

O n e  of the tw o m osques containing these  holy  tom bs is said 
to  h av e  been  erected in 1482 by  a vizier of Em ir A bdullah-K han. 
H is nam e w as Bäki Bi (Bi is a high official title). It w as later on 
deco rated  b y  M ussaffar E ddin  A bdul Khan, the father of the  p re ­
sen t Em ir. B oth m osques have large verandas w ith  oratories be­
h ind  and  room s for the H adshis. The ceilings of th e  verandas are 
m ade up  of beautifully carved, coloured and gilt w o o d en  panels, 
and  th e  pillars on w hich they  are supported  are also carved and 
pain ted , ending  above in an  extraordinary po in ted  capital such as 
are seen in several places in Turkestan. The en trance to  the m os­
ques is through  a high vaulted  porch shu t w ith heavy, double 
w ooden  gates. O n the gates are placed no less than  16 knockers, 
som e of brass, som e of silver. Several are engraved  and  furnished 
w ith inscriptions. T hey have been given to  the m osques b y  bene­
factors o r people w ho th ink  they  have been  cured  b y  the w ater 
from  th e  springs in the yards of the m osques. O ne of these springs 
is covered  over by a square tow er abou t 3 m etres high carrying a 
chiräkkhanäh on each of its corners. The pilgrim s d rink  the  water, 
w ash them selves w ith it, kiss the stones round the  sp rings and  the 
sacred kabrs and  pray beneath  the verandas w here in the  evening  
candles are kept burning in large m etal chandeliers.

T o  the w hole com plex of B aha-Eddin m osques, tom bs, springs 
and  gardens belongs the garden  of Seili-G ul-i-Surkh; every  y ea r in 
M ay a festival is celebrated on  a fixed day in  each of th e  4  w eeks 
of the m onth in m em ory of Baha-Eddin. The festival is called Gul- 
i-Surkh-i-Baha-Eddin (G ul-i-Surkh m eans red  roses o r  red  flow ers, 
the  festival being a sort of spring  festival, a rem nan t han d ed  dow n 
from  the old A vesta faith). D uring  this festival lam ps are lit in all 
chiräkkhanähs and at the  kabrs. O n Paisham beh w o m en  are allow ed 
to  m ake pilgrim ages to  the  m osque and the grave.

In the tow n of Baha-Eddin, built round  the sanctuary  and  very  
densely  populated, a fair is held  every W ednesday, and  then  an 
endless procession of donkey-riders are seen on the ir w ay  from  B o ­
khara to  the place w here the  fair is held. T he frequen ters of the 
fair never forget to  visit the  sanctuary  and  to  these  visits and  to  
the num erous pilgrim s com ing hither from  rem ote p laces and  coun ­
tries it ow es its enorm ous riches. T he H adshis seize every  o p p o r­
tun ity  of mulcting people, and  they  scornfully refuse to  receive a
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sm all gift especially from  a E u ropean , w ho in the op in ion  of B o ­
khara  p eop le  is sure to  be a rich man.

In th e  valleys of S ou th  P am ir w here the inhabitants, consisting
of o ld  Iranian tribes, have no  d o u b t received their kabrs from  the 
w est from  Persia over B alkh, the  graves are alw ays designated  by 
a lo w  kab r of clay and  sto n e  of the form  of a b road  tom bstone; 
in  a few  places in V akhan the re  are several of the  k ind, one above 
th e  o ther, thus form ing a pyram id. They are often su rro u n d ed  by 
a low  stone-fence, the en trance being th rough  a w o o d en  door, and 
over th e  graves of saints is bu ilt a small clay-house deco rated  w ith 
ho rns of the  kiyik and cow 's ho rns and with alam, tokh  and  kobbä. 
T he kab r is often covered w ith  w hite cotton-stuff; som etim es flow ers 
are laid on the kabr or w reaths of apricot kernels, s tru n g  on  cords, 
and  on  nearly  all kabrs are p laced small round , black pebbles. The
ro u n d , black stones found everyw here in the adane of the  m os­
ques, here and there in the sepulchral cham bers and  on  the kabrs 
m u s t, no  do u b t, be a rem iniscence of the holy black s tone in 
M ecca.

T he rectangular kabr is also represen ted  in the m ortu a ry  chapel 
o f D äniär K han. T he latter is situated ju s t before th e  en trance of 
th e  B aha-E ddin  m osque. T he w hole fron t is open  and  ado rned  
w ith  a low  and  broad po rch , covered at the  to p  w ith  the  m ost 
m agnificent blue majolica. T he fine, b lue, encrusted  tiles are here 
interlaced w ith spiral lines of conventionally com posed  w hite vine 
and  leaves of skilful and  faultless w orkm anship. T he figures rem ind 
o ne  very  m uch of V enetian a rt from  the 14th an d  15 th  century. 
T he chapel is said by  the natives to  have been bu ilt in  the  15th 
cen tu ry ; bu t b y  D äniär K han is possibly m eant D an ie l Bai, a re ­
now ned  vizier under Em ir M äsum , and  if so , it is from  the  18th 
cen tu ry ; it seems, how ever, to  be m uch older. T he en trance th ro u g h  
the po rch  to  the sepulchral cham ber is only barred  b y  a w o o d en  
railing th rough  w hich is seen a huge rectangular kab r u p o n  w hich 
is fastened an isolated nam e-plate of m arble w hich is rare  o n  the 
graves of Islam in Central Asia.

In several settlem ents on the  A m u D arya w e find burial g ro u n d s  
w hich, because they  are n o t kep t in  repair by the s loven ly  M ahom e- 
dans, are m ore like refuse heaps from  a large sto re-house th an  graves. 
O ne w ooden  case is placed here  beside the other, som e are covered  
w ith clay, others broken  to  pieces, hum an bones are s trew n  ab o u t 
on  the  g ro u n d s  w hich are the  reso rts of the  dogs. W here  th e  tree- 
g row th  is m ore rich, instead of erecting  a kabr of clay  o r stone ,
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a larger or sm aller w ooden  case shaped  like a com m on long  packing- 
case is p laced over the  g rave  and  covered w ith clay. T he clay, of 
course , on ly  lasts a short tim e, and  soon  these kabrs in w hich we 
again  find the rectangular shape lie pell-mell.

Instead  of the w ooden  kabr a flat-roofed fram e house is som e­
tim es built over the grave. As there are in several places on the 
A m u  D arya  g rea t quantities of reeds, the  latter are often used  for 
covering  th e  walls and roof of such a kabr. Som etim es there  is a 
layer of m ud on  to p  of the reeds, som etim es no t. T hese reed- 
kabrs seem  as little as the box-kabrs m onum ents to th e  dead. The 
reed-kabr is m ore like a small kelper’s lodge, and  b o th  the  latter 
and  the  box-kabr are of a rectangular shape w hich w as in troduced  
here  b y  A ryans w ho at all tim es have influenced the  culture of 
B okhara.

K a b r  o f  f r a m e  w o r k  w i t h  r e e d - r o o f  

o n  t h e  A m u  D a r y a .

A s in  the southern Pam ir valleys w e also find on  the banks of 
the A m u D arya kabrs consisting  of several rectangular figures built 
one above the o ther so as to  form  stairs. O n  the eastern  bank  of 
the river, at Kirr-adsh-Kirr on  som e banks covered w ith  a sp o n tan e ­
ous vegetation of salt-worts, sou th-east of the oasis of Eldjik, there 
are a g rea t m any graves built in th is fo rm .. Their shape is, indeed, 
pyram idical; bu t this is, no  doub t, because ow ing to  the  bad  bu ild ing  
m aterial, it has n o t been easy  to  m ake the walls of the  kabr p e r­
pendicular. T he figure show s th a t som e of them  rise into a po in t, 
p robab ly  for the sam e reason. T he latter graves belong  to  B okharan  
Tadjiks w ho live in the oases on  the  river.

C o n n e c t io n  o f th e  r e c t a n g u l a r  a n d  th e  p o i n t e d  k a b r .
W e have dealt w ith the po in ted  and  the rectangular kabr, and  

w e shall now  treat of a kabr w hich is a fusion of th e se  tw o  form s, 
being a po in ted  kabr p laced u p o n  a rectangular one. T he p ro p o r­
tions betw een  the  tw o parts differ som ew hat. T he base of the



pointed part m ay be as broad as the surface of the rectangular 
kabr, so tha t it looks as if an offset had only been built round a 
po in ted  kabr.

Som etim es several rectangular kabrs are laid one above the other 
in the form  of stairs and on the top  of these a po in ted  kabr. We 
also find a few specim ens w here a large rectangular kabr is adorned 
above w ith tw o poin ted  kabrs. I p resum e that tw o m en are buried 
beneath  the latter, probably tw o friends, b u t I have n o t been able 
to  gather such reliable inform ations as to  this problem  that I dare 
claim th a t m y hypothesis holds g o o d  in all cases. It is certain, 
how ever, tha t several persons are som etim es buried beneath  one 
kabr, and regular family vaults are also found beneath such a one;

n a m e - p o st .  ( D o u b l e  t o m b ) .

this will be seen later on to  be the  case with such kabrs as differ 
from  the ord inary  of w hich w e have spoken here.

This form  of kabr is found in the  aulia of Hazreti Imam  in the 
tow n of Bokhara. The latter, situated  in the w estern part of the 
tow n, is rem arkable in that the  po le , w here the black tokh  hangs, 
bears on its top  a hand  of black painted iron-plate stretching its 
distended fingers in to the air. Such  a hand is also seen on the 
top  of a m ast w ith white alam at the altar of the sacred springs 
in the tow n  of S hund  in the G arm -chashm a-darya valley in Garan. 
In V akhan this hand is often found  carved in m onum ental stones 
round abou t the valley, and in the  houses of the V akhans such 
uplifted ou tspread  hands are draw n on  the walls of the hearth- 
room s, generally in a continuous series. The latter o rnam ent is 
sim ply m ade b y  dipping one’s hand  in flour or lime and pressing it 
against the wall. The symbolic hand  is also seen in som e places in 
Persia, and  it m ust no doub t be ascribed to  the Shiitic sect 'of Islam.



A s it is com m on to  build graves or kabrs qu ite near the graves 
of p ro p h e ts  and  saints, m ashits are also frequently  built close by 
o r ro u n d  abou t such graves.

W e find a few  o d d  exam ples of the connection of the  rect­
angu lar and  poin ted  kabr am ong  the Kirghiz in Bokhara. These 
consist of several rectangular or quadratic kabrs placed one upon  
th e  o ther in the  form  of stairs, and  highest up is the po in ted  part. 
T h e  kabr w hose base is nearly always quadratic is also rem arkable 
in th a t there  are holes in  the po in ted  upper part; these  holes pass 
r igh t th rough  athw art and  at som e distance they  are very  like 
w indow s.

V a r io u s  p e c u l ia r  f o rm s  o f k a b rs . F ar ou t in  the m argins 
of th e  large oases, on  the banks of the A m u D arya and  in rem ote 
p o o r  settlem ents o r nom adic places of residence, consequen tly  ou t­
side w hat m ay be called the  centres of culture w here the graves 
are of a fixed style in accordance w ith the w ishes of the  ecclesias­
tics, w ith  tradition and the  K oran, we find kabrs w hose shape and 
structu re  differ from the traditional one. I have found  kabrs con ­
sisting of a dom e-shaped clay-building, som e 5 m etres h igh, w ith 
an entrance door. T here w as no kabr in the cupola, bu t the cu­
pula itself, above w hich alam w aved, acted as kabr. O th er like 
cupolae, built of bu rn t bricks (kisht) and  looking  like cupolae of 
m osques tha t had been taken  dow n on the g round , w ere in tended  
for a w hole family vau lt; and  on a new  m em ber be ing  conveyed  
hither, som e bricks in the cupola w ere broken loose and  the corpse 
pushed  in. W ith the exception of a small loop-hole look ing  tow ards 
M ecca there w as no opening  in the cupola.

O n  the banks of the A m u D arya w e find kabrs built as dim i­
nutive gum bases. (G um bas is a sepulchral cham ber; w hether in 
Khiva, Bokhara, T urkestan o r am ong the Kirghiz in Pam ir, it is 
always typical in  the  sam e style, a cubical substruc tu re  crow ned 
by  a cupola. A s a rule there  is above the en trance a rectangular 
porch w ith  a pointed entrance or only a loop-hole look ing  tow ards 
M ecca.) Instead of the gum bas being  elsew here ho llow  and  hold ing  
a kabr, the  gum bas itself is here kabr and m assive. T he m assive
gum bas som etim es has tw o cupolae as a sign th a t tw o , husband
and favourite wife or tw o g o o d  friends, are buried  here .

O n e  rem arkable kabr situated on the A m u D arya  w as shaped 
like a large hollow, hexagonal cupola. A bove there  w as a circular 
apertu re  and  in each of its six sides a square loop-hole . It w as



built of encrusted  tiles and abou t 4  m etres high, rem inding one very 
much of the baker’s oven com m only used in Central Asia. 1 have 
only found  th is single specim en of such a kabr. A ccording to  the 
natives the architect had m ade so m any apertures in the kabr be­
cause he w as in a doubt as to  the direction of M ecca. That the 
soul m ight easily get away to  the  side from w hich the Prophet 
w ould call on the D ay of Judgm ent, he m ade loop-holes bo th  in

the sides and  on  top  of the kabr, and then the deceased could face 
all contingencies with an easy m ind.

B oth the dom e-shaped kabr, the massive gum bas and the last 
kabr are said to  be due to  the Kasaks.

Finally several kabrs w ere built in the shape of a small water- 
basin of bu rn t or sun-dried bricks and covered with clay or plas­
ter. This kabr m ay be bo th  circular and square. O ne of them, 
contrary to  o ther graves in C entral Asia, ran from north  to  south  
so tha t the head of the corpse w as tu rned  northw ard and  the legs 
southw ard as prescribed b y  the  Shiah sect. This w as, for the 
m atter of that, the only Shiitic tom b found here; bu t I could no t 
find ou t w hether the architect h ad  also in this case m istaken the

R e c t a n g u l a r  g u m b a s  w i t h  c u p o l a  a n d  k o b b ä .
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direc tion  of M ecca, or w hether the  grave w as really the resting- 
p lace of a Shiite.

T h e  kabr built in th e  form  of a w ater-basin is com m only  used 
b y  th e  Karakalpaks.

B esides the  usual earth- o r clay-heap, principally em ployed  by 
th e  K irghiz and  p robably  the  original form  of the  p o in ted  kabr, the  
K asaks often place the b ier on  w hich they  carry th e  co rpse  to  the  
grave over the kabr itself or at the head of the grave o r they  
erect a nam e-colum n at the  head  of the kabr. T he biers are often 
h u n g  w ith  coloured rags, b u t it is im possible to  see w hether these 
rags are alams or sick-rags, p robably  bo th  are rep resen ted . In re­
m ote  places one does n o t seem  to  be so scrupulous ab o u t placing 
alam  on  the graves of o n e ’s fam ily o r abou t p u ttin g  a k obbä  on 
th e  kabr or the  gum bas w hich in  the  oasis of B okhara is only 
d one  after the  m atter has been discussed by  th e  ecclesiastics.

Som etim es a small veranda like a house is bu ilt a t the  kabrs. 
In th is house the relations of the  dead now  and  th en  com e to  pray 
a t the  grave, the veranda being  then an absolutely  necessary  screen 
against the very  violent sum m er sun. These verandas add  to  the 
tow nlike appearance of the  burial g rounds w ith  the ir m any  gum - 
bases.

N o t only  in the oases do  the m any various form s of kabrs 
im press a strange character u p o n  the tow ns, b u t alm ost all along  
th e  banks of the A m u D arya from  Charjui to  the  A ral Lake w e 
find real tow ns of kabrs and gum bases; together w ith  num erous 
ruins of old castles that are passed by  w hen sailing dow n  the river 
they  are am ong the antiquities tha t crave a closer exam ination.

It is a com m on belief or superstition am ong  th e  natives that 
spirits, bo th  those of the  dead  and the genii of th e  air a re  prin ­
cipally found near the graves, and  now here in these  reg ions is the 
belief in the spirits and  fear of them  so great as on  the  A m u D arya 
and  in the Pam ir valleys. A s a rule “ spirit” is th e  sam e to  the 
natives as som eth ing  wicked, a so rt of in jurious bacilli floating in 
the  air or h iding away in  w eird  places. The boatm en  on th e  A m u 
D arya never dared go  on  shore in the dark  near the burial g rounds 
for fear of spirits. A gainst the  spirits m ost of th em  had  one  or 
m any small silver cases containing w ritten M ahom edan  prayers 
sew ed on to  the to p  of their caps (kalapush), and  o n  accoun t of 
the spirits it w as often difficult and  even im possible in  the Pam ir 
valleys to  m ake the natives cross the pass w hich separated  their 
valley from  the neighbouring one, th inking tha t spirits w ere astir



in the pass, or that Shaitan himself lived on the opposite side of 
their m ountains.

These spirits, djin, adjin or adjina, as they are called, are a 
rem nant of the genii of the A vesta faith, i. e. the new er Avesta 
faith, w ho filled the air for various purposes. And as the adherents 
of the Parsee religion though t that the souls stayed for a certain

K a b r  sh a p e d  l i k e  a  b a s i n . B a s i n  sh a p e d  k a b r .
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num ber of days at the graves, th is is still a com m on belief of the 
M ahom edans in Central Asia.

This belief in spirits in connection with a certain cult of curious 
objects in nature a t w hich bo th  good  and evil spirits like to  stay 
has m ade the natives build here and there a sort of m onum ents, 
places of sacrifice, altars o r chapels on  w eird-looking  rocks, in 
deep, dark  ravines, in holes, on  large stones or at h o t springs, 
w here the place has a m ysterious appearance o r one differing from  
the com m onplace. The spirits haunting caves and ravines are in



m an y  places called dev  w hich is of course the sam e as the deva 
(devil) of th e  A vesta religion. A t first sight these m onum ents are 
o ften  taken  for tom bs o r  sepulchral cham bers. T he spirits are also 
th e  cause of there be ing  lit lam ps at the graves and  built chiräk- 
khanähs, and  the custom  is a rem nant handed dow n from  the  Parsee 
religion, in w hich light, the  w orst enem y of the evil spirits, p layed 
a g re a t p a rt as the m eans of chasing them  off.

B y the resident T adjiks in the Pam ir valleys such  places of 
n ecrom ancy  o r adoration  of spirits are called mazar. W e find in 
H igh  P am ir and  in the P am ir valleys high cairns, either ju s t piles of 
stones o r in the  shape of sm all tow ers and  chim neys. W hen a m an 
is taken  ill, he thinks tha t an evil spirit is the cause and  p robab ly  
to  mollify the  evil spirit an d  m ake it rem ain in som e fantastic-looking 
place he builds a cairn of s tones and  sm ears it w ith  fat. O ther 
natives passing by  add som e stones to  the cairn so  th a t the latter 
becom es higher and higher. Som etim es the cairn is ad o rn ed  w ith 
h o rn s  of oxen or cow s o r to k h  and  alam ; thus it m ay  happen  that 
a sm all cairn built by som e sick, com paratively insignificant individual 
increases in the  process of tim e, so as to  becom e finally a very  
ho ly  place abou t w hich the  p resen t population can tell m any stories.

W e find these cairns on  the  to p  of the passes w here som e m ay 
originally have been erected  as sort of sign-posts. Their p resen t 
decoration  show s, how ever, tha t their im portance has risen con ­
siderably  above the level of a sign-post; for, as sta ted  above , they  
are som etim es decorated  w ith  alam and tokh, and  nearly  alw ays 
h u n g  w ith sick-rags. It is a com m on practice th a t w ay-farers on 
passing  such a mazar in the  m ountains kneel dow n before it and 
pull their beards.

In Arabia they have th is sam e custom  of sm earing  large w eird- 
look ing  stones w ith fat if som e religious legend  is attached  to  them . 
T hus it is a com m on legend  th a t som e depression  in s tones o r 
rocks is ow ing to  angels, p rophets  or saints hav ing  set foo t on 
them  and  then perhaps ascended  to  heaven, on  w hich accoun t the 
place is declared to  be holy. T he fat is p robab ly  a so rt of sacri­
fice. In o ther places ou tside C entral Asia w e find a sim ilar super­
stition.

It is a com m on belief th a t in holes in old walls, in em p ty  wells,
u n d er large stones a dev  is h idden  aw ay. This dev  plays m uch
th e  sam e part here as puck  w ith us.

T he latter kind of ho ly  places is called kadam gä (footprint) in
B okhara. In V akhan in S ou th  Pam ir, for instance, such  a foo tprin t



has led to  the erection of a stone-enclosure on an isolated rock, 
rising above the g round  on the northern  bank of the  Vakhan val­
ley; the enclosure is adorned  w ith kobbäs hung  up on staffs, and 
thus like the cairn it assum es the appearance of a sa in t’s grave.

In Central Asia, for instance along the eastern bank of the Amu 
D arya, w e find m any such kadam gäs or mazars som etim es consisting 
in a small m ud-house w here lam ps are placed, to  be lit by  those 
seeking here som e consolation in their distress. As a rule it is built 
on  rem ote hills or on isolated rocks, and sacrificial gifts in the 
form  of old w ooden dishes, w ooden  spoons, jugs and the like are

M a g ic  d i s h e s  o f  b ra s s . A re  p la c e d  o n  th e  to m b s  f i l le d  w i th  w a te r .  T h e y  a t e  p r o v id e d  w i th  in s c r ip ­
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spread round  about it; sick-rags and  alam in wild confusion wave 
before the wind over the place.

The po in ted  kabr m ust no d o u b t be considered to  be the oldest 
representative of the  various kabrs in Bokhara. It is th e  m ost com­
m on from  the w est frontier of China to  the Caspian and m ost 
probably  the original sepulchral o rnam ent dow n to  the Islamitic 
antiquity, and  it is difficult at this tim e to  get farther back. The 
rectangular kabr and the placing together of both  these form s are 
no doub t of Persian origin, as the Persian artisans especially in 
the  14th century  under Tim ur w ere the  leaders in architecture.

It canno t be stated w ith certain ty  how  the kabr, the tom b or 
the  sarcophagus have looked in the  Pre-Islamitic period in Central 
Asia. A s under Islam the Persian realms have presum ably set 
their stam p on art and industry  in Central Asia. Som e historians



say  th a t o n  the arrival of A lexander the  G reat to  A sia O riental 
arch itecture is at an end, its h istory  being blank from  the fall of 
th e  A chem enides in 331 В. C . to  the appearance of the S assanides 
in  2 2 6  A. D . B ut it is very  difficult to  decide w hich is Parthian 
and  w hich Sassanide art. T he architecture, how ever, left beh ind  
in M esopotam ia and Persia from  the period betw een  A lexander the 
G rea t and  M oham m ed, is chiefly Sassanide o r N ew  P ersian  and n o t 
o lder than  abou t 220  A. D . The Sassanides had  neither artisans 
n o r m odels to  be copied, and  the palace of H atra in M esopotam ia 
is therefore though t to  be the  pattern  of their buildings. This coun ­
try  w as populated  by A rabs, w ho were the vassals of the Parth ians 
and  la ter of the Sassanides. T he palace of H atra built in a heavy 
som bre style with m any ro u n d  and pointed niches, porch  and  w ith­
ou t any  corridors (doors leading from  one room  to  the other) 
reappears together w ith like Sassanide buildings from  the 4th  and 
5th  century  in the m osques, m edresses and sepulchral cham bers of 
C entral Asia. It is said tha t over the graves ro u n d  H atra small 
quadratic  buildings w ere built (base of 20 and 40  square feet), som e 
quite  plane, others w ith pilasters like a sort of o rnam ented  coffins, 
and  w e have from the days of the Parthians draw ings of their cof­
fins, som e of w hich w ere like a large slipper and built of b u rn t clay.

In the  Pre-Islamitic period  in Central Asia w hen  the  religion of 
Z oroaster was prevalent, the  skeletons w ere probab ly  collected and 
buried  in a tom b as in the  w estern Iranian regions after hav ing  first 
been  exposed, and it m ust then  be taken for g ran ted  tha t the  tom bs 
had  kabrs in a like w ay as at H atra. It is possible th a t the  po in ted  
kabr dates as far back as the  tim e of the A vesta religion.

S e p u lc h r a l  C h a m b e rs .  All sepulchral cham bers or m ausolea 
from  the gum bases of the Kirghiz to  the m ost beautiful of th is kind 
in Bokhara are always built in  the  same style. Invariably a square 
substructure with a conical, calotte-shaped, hem ispherical o r pyram id- 
ical superstructure. T he com m on Kirghiz gum bas has a po in ted  
cupola because the bad building material in less fertile reg ions can­
no t be  used for erecting a round  cupola. In the  latter there  is 
generally bu t one loop-hole looking tow ards M ecca, b u t in the 
larger Kirghiz gum bases there  is often also an en trance adorned  
w ith an isolated porch, and beside the door p o in ted  niches and  an 
attem pt at adorning the corners of the gum bas w ith  small tow ers 
of m uch the same kind as those  placed on the four corners of 
the m osques in the tow ns.



P
u b l i c  am usem ents, properly so  called, are no t know n apart from 
the religious festivals after w hich sheep and oxen are killed and 

the flesh distributed  am ong the congregation which, after the religious 
cerem ony itself is over, also com prises the w om en. The am usem ent 
here m ainly consists in eating and  taking tea, and after the meal 
som e g roups gather round  those w ho play on the tam bourine, cla­
rinet and guitar. W hen buffoons or comical actors occasionally 
make their appearance, they attract a great m ultitude on  the public 
places. T he buffoon, w hose assistants call people together by in­
cessant clapping of hands and the cries of: B arakildeh! ■ Ja k h sh ö ! 
is generally dressed up in such a w ay  as to  produce laughter, either 
with a paper hat on his head o r shreds of paper sew ed on his 
caftan, or he rides on a hobby; as a rule, he does n o t intend to  
represent anyth ing  definite. Som etim es, how ever, the jest contains 
a certain satire, w hen, for instance, the buffoon puts on a particular 
dress of a farangi (European), a Russian (Urus), a Tibetan Lama, 
a Chinese, a Karakalpak or a Kirghiz all of w hom  furnish sufficient 
m atter for laughter in the opinion of Bokhara people. T he buffoon 
also often ventures to  represent the authorities of Bokhara; such as 
an old m ullah w ith an enorm ous beard, a Kasi-kalän with a gigantic 
turban, a B okharan officer etc., and  these representations reveal a 
considerable sense of hum our, and show  that irony is no t unfamiliar 
to  these people; a person never m ade fun of, is the Rais. O n 
bazar- and  fair-days these perform ances attract a g reat crow d on 
the m arkets in the tow n o r on  the m aidans; but generally the 
public enjoys the play very  quiet w ithout the noise and  hustling 
that w ould  characterize a E uropean  public on similar occasions, and 
then the assistants of the buffoon collect voluntary gifts in the form  
of the brass Puls of b u t small value.
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P ub lic  readers are seen everyw here, especially in the larger tow ns. 
O u ts id e  the  m osques or m edresses they  take the ir stand on  the 
p a v e m e n t w here they  begin  their recital of Persian fables, Persian 
p o e ts  o r  the  like, som etim es they  also read a section of the history  
of B okhara , Sam arkand o r T im ur or som e sain t’s legend . S itting 
o n  a small carpet or a m at they  deliver their sub ject in a m ono ­
to n o u s  voice and  p ray  A llah to  yield the num ber of P uls w hich 
have to  be  throw n to  them  during  the recital. N early  every  after­
n o o n  such  recitals take place at Bokhara and the larger tow ns; in 
th e  villages the public readers are often itinerant mullahs.

Bear-leaders and itinerant jugglers w ith m onkeys, perform ing 
goats, civets o r venom ous serpents always play their pranks on 
fair- and  m arket-days; b u t apart from  these there are no  public 
am usem ents, all o ther am usem ents are private, bu t to  a certain ex­
ten t the ir character is public, as there is free access to  festivals held 
b y  private people for as m any as the houses and  court-yards can 
ho ld ; in th is respect the O riental is very  dem ocratic, and  w hen a 
rich m an m akes a festival he  takes a pride in the g rea test possible 
n u m b er of people com ing toge ther; this enhances the  g lo ry  of the 
feast and  his ow n popularity .

O n  such occasions people from  the street sw arm  in to  the yards 
of th e  palaces, press forw ard to  the highest dignitaries, jo in  a n u p ­
tial procession in large crow ds, th rong  outside th e  chaikhanehs 
w here  private bets are settled and  com e together before a house 
w here the host is enjoy ing  a ziyafat of pillau (pillaf o r  palau) to ­
gether w ith his friends, that they  m ay perhaps g e t som e p art of 
the abundance of the feast. This kind of gatherings alw ays take 
place w ithout riot o r brutal fun w hich w ould  rarely  be the case in 
E urope, no  doubt, and  even if now  and  then  y o u th . asserts itself, 
tranquillity  is always easily reestablished b y  a few  w ords from  an 
older m an. N atural tact and  habitual training in  a qu ie t and  dignified 
behaviour, and the fact th a t the  festivals are often  in  the  open  
air, are the reasons w hy the  rich m erchant or the  B eg or A ksakal 
of the tow n, w hen hold ing  a festival, can entertain th e  w hole neigh ­
b o u rh o o d ; no  one is ever excluded. T he festival is alw ays arranged  
on  a special occasion, such as the  visit of a g u es t of distinction, 
the birth  of a son, after a  circum cision, on  a m an celebrating  his 
so n ’s o r daughter’s w edd ing  etc. A fter the d inner-party  during  
w hich the rem nants are d istribu ted  to  the un inv ited  neighbours fol­
low s the entertainm ent p ro p er (tam asha), of w hich th e  so-called 
“A t-Tam asha” , horse-gam e, o r “ Baiga” m ust be first m entioned .



The younger male guests and those arriving casually w ithout 
being invited m ount their horses and  com e together on  an open 
place w here a fixed distance is m arked ou t by means of som e posts 
(kasik o r käsik) or stones. Betw een the posts is tied a sheep, a 
goat or, if the host can only afford a smaller expense, a cock. The 
riders, w ho are arm ed with guns, pass by the tied anim al in full 
gallop, shooting  at it from their horses, by the w ay, a disgusting 
cruelty to  the anim al; the rider w ho kills the latter snatches it up in 
a hurry, and  he now  tries to  gallop up to  the host or the man 
w ho is com m issioned to  be the judge of the com bat and  throw  
the animal at his feet. If the fortunate m arksm an is deprived of 
his spoil, th e  next one has only  to  try  to  reach the ju d g e  of the 
com bat w ith the animal killed. The anim al is no t always shot at 
as recorded  here, but is slaughtered beforehand The Baiga is a 
national am usem ent everyw here, both  am ong the sedentary  and the 
Kirghiz. A lthough 100 riders often crow d together into an informal 
cluster to  contend for the spoil, there is never any fighting, and 
no  accidents ever occurred during the m any Baigas w hich I have 
been obliged to  witness.

T he host confers a prize upon  the victor, the m ore well-to-do 
coloured caftans, stuffs or the like; and  the races are often con­
tinued th roughou t an afternoon to  the great delight of the sur­
rounding  assem bly w ho follows them  w ith the greatest interest.

The fights betw een animals are favourite am usem ents, thus fights 
betw een ram s, between cocks (ghurush) and between quails (bedan- 
nah). T he first are especially national in Khiva w here every rich 
m an has his gam e-rams, but they  also take place in Bokhara. O n 
an open  place round  w hich the m ultitude is form ed into a square 
tw o ram s of the fat-tailed race are let loose against each other; the 
strife is, as a rule, exceedingly fierce until one of the tw o remains 
on the field of battle o r flees aw ay hissed by the public. The man 
w hose ram has w on the gam e receives the prize offered, and  m any 
appear w ith their ram at the feast of a rich m an or B eg to  carry 
off this prize.

A t the festivals of the less w ell-to -d o  w ho cannot afford an 
A t-Tam asha or ram-fight ow ing to the greater apparatus and the 
larger gifts required, there is only a cock-fight w here tw o large cocks 
fight w ithin a small circle of guests, o r tw o quails, kept in  a cage 
like ornam ental birds, are let loose against each other. B oth  cocks 
and  quails have been trained for these fights, and to  make the affair 
as b loody  as possible long aw l-shaped spurs are attached to  the legs
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of the  cocks, and  then  it som etim es happens that they  stick together 
in a cluster, because the  iron of one bird catches ho ld  of the o th e r’s 
flesh. Ram - and  bird-fights generally give rise to  betting , tw o by 
tw o  backing  his animal, and  Bokhara people are passionate gam ­
b lers; m any  a peasan t or m erchant gam bles aw ay all his w ordly 
p ossessions on such an occasion. In m any tea-houses in B okhara 
tw o  or m ore quails are kep t for the use of the guests, and  it is no 
rare th ing  that a new ly arrived  caravanbashi (leader of a caravan) 
w ho enters a chaikhaneh to  have a vessel of g reen  tea and  to 
sm oke a w ater-pipe, gam bles aw ay his camels o r ho rses before leav­
ing  and  is obliged to  beg  his w ay hom e. G am es at dice and 
gam es of chess are also com m on in the chaikhanehs, and of late 
the  E uropean  cards have gained  access to  a g rea t ex ten t; it is no t 
rare fo r the  travelling caravan man to  have w ith him  a pack  of 
cards to  be used at the halting-places.

T he favourite am usem ent is, how ever, the dancing boys, the 
so-called “ Batshas” (child), now , at any rate, an  im m oral institution 
even if it has no t always been  so. Batshas are kep t b y  the  Emir, 
the  Begs and  other w ell-to-do people in greater o r sm aller num bers, 
and  from  early childhood they  are trained to  d ivert their m asters 
b y  a m ixture of dance, gym nastics and song, beating of castanets, 
all m ixed up and always of an obscene character. T he dance as a 
social entertainm ent is quite unknow n, it is a spectacle, and as 
w om en are forbidden by the Emir to  dance, at any  rate in public, 
and  as in the opinion of the  Sunnite M ussulm an it is im proper for 
w om en to  dance either in public or private, boys are trained  for it. 
W hen y o u n g  they are spoiled, and later on they  generally  lead a 
dissipated life. T he batshas of the Em ir and the  Begs now  and 
then m ake their appearance on  public places on  festive occasions, 
but this kind of am usem ent thrives m ost within doors in the palaces 
and their court-yards and particularly in the evening  b y  lamp-light. 
It is com m only said that the  Emir and m any others have bo th  
female and male harems, even the spiritual mullahs d eny  them selves 
no th ing  in this respect and  the  raging desire for dancing  boys goes 
so far that less well-to-do keep a troop of batshas betw een  them, 
o r they  plunder and m urder to  be able to procure a dancing boy. 
P aren ts often sell their boys to  let them  becom e batshas, then  their 
future is secure, for m any a favourite batsha obtains a g o o d  public 
office w hen he gets old.

In Bokhara and Khiva I w itnessed m any perform ances of bat­
shas; their num ber varied from  one in the houses of subordinate
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B egs to  10 and  12 in the palaces of the Em ir of Bokhara. The 
sty le of the  dance w as the sam e always; from  a sedate  w alk in a 
circle th ey  passed b y  degrees to  wild dances and antics, interm ixed 
w ith  so n g  and  yelling and  a so rt of stom ach dance or sexual ges­
tu re s  illustrating a love-scene.

O n e  evening while I w as staying in the palace of the Emir, 
Ilti-khaneh  at B okhara -i-S herif, such a dancing tro o p  of ten  boys 
w ith  six m usicians arrived b y  order of the Em ir to  entertain  us. 
T hey  w ere solem nly in troduced  to  m e as the perform ing artists by  
an  em issary from  the Em ir; lam ps and lanterns w ere lighted in 
th e  palace-yard, and carpets w ere spread all ro u n d  along  the four 
w ings of the  palace, and the musicians w ith clarinets (surnai), drum s 
and  guitars (ribäb) took  their seats in a row  w ith  a chafing-pan 
befo re  them  above w hich drum - and  tam bourine-beaters, practising 
on  their instrum ent w ith their fingers alone, w arm ed the drum - 
skins in order to  stretch them  tight. W e sat dow n on  the clay- 
platform , and before the beginning  of the dance the  batshas sat 
d o w n  on the g round  in fron t of me. All of them  had th is un ­
p leasan t m ixed look, half m an half w om an, o r to  p u t it m ore cor­
rectly  half boy  half girl, w hich w as disgusting to  m e, bu t conveyed  
th e  opposite  im pression to  the great assem bly of b o th  higher and 
low er officials w hose eyes, beam ing w ith delight, to ld  plainly of 
the  pleasure they now  looked  forw ard to. All the  batshas w ore 
red, loose caftans, w ide trousers, all w ere bare-footed, and  their 
longish  hair was hanging dow n their backs. T h ey  w ere served  
w ith  pastry, sw eetm eats, fruit and tea while the m usic in w hich the  
d rum  played the principal part began. It w as curious to  observe 
the  zeal with w hich the  B okhara m en, and even an o ld  B eg of 
high rank sought to  display their high esteem  of the  batshas by  
hand ing  refreshm ents now  to  one and now  to  the  other.

A fter the refreshm ents the  batshas rose and began  to  w alk round  
one after the other in a circle o n  the carpets, first qu ite  sedately, 
w ith  lifted hands, rocking w ith their hips and bea ting  tim e w ith 
castanets. The m easure becam e quicker by  degrees, th ey  began 
to  sing  a song  w hose subject w as the love of tw o girls persona ted  
b y  tw o of the boys; then  the  beloved answ ered the  song  of their 
lovers, and dance, how l, je st and antics now  becam e absolutely  
wild, representing passionate over-excitem ent. T he m usicians drum m ed 
and  fluted a regular devilish music, the specta tors chim ed in and  
applauded , servants ran ab o u t w ith  lam ps and  candles w hich  they  
held  up  before the faces of the batshas, tha t th ey  an d  their mimics



could be adm ired, until finally the noise stopped suddenly, and the 
dance w as at an end. In spite of the grotesque am usem ent there 
was, so to  speak, a red thread, n o t to  be m isunderstood, running 
th rough  the dance which 
the boys m ade their best 
to  perform  gracefully.

After a little rest and 
repeated refreshm ents a- 
m ong w hich at last a ves­
sel of opium  in water, 
the next dance com m en­
ced, perform ed in the very 
sam e w ay, until it was fi­
nished at m y hint; it is 
com m on practice that pre­
sents are given to  each 
of the boys which they 
receive very  arrogantly, 
being conscious of the 
im portance of their art; 
for to  give a present to 
the batsha or offer him 
a vessel of tea is in Bo­
khara regarded  as a great 
honour. T he givers feel 
happy  on the batsha re­
ceiving the latter and espe­
cially if he gives back the 
rem ainder of a drink, bu t 
exceedingly unhappy  if 
the batsha rejects the 
drink or the  gift.

A  favourite am use­
m ent w ith the  Kirghiz and 
the Usbegic nom ads are 
races w hich take place on 
an open plain, and w here they only  try to  cover a certain distance 
as fast as possible; they  do no t know  steeple-chase. These races 
do no t give any v e iy  high opinion of the horsem anship of the 
inhabitant of Central Asia as regards quick pace. In th is respect 
they canno t get the m ost ou t of the horse, and it is im possible for
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th em  w ith  their short stirrups to  have a firm seat, if the  horse  in ­
creases his pace. A t a race w hich I arranged w ith som e U sbegs 
an d  K irghiz I rode on  a com m on Kirghiz horse equ ipped  in E u ro ­
pean  m anner and  covered th e  distance before m y com panions had 
g o t half-w ay, a g rea t m any of them  had fallen off the  horses w ho 
tried  to  follow  m ine of their ow n account. T hey are on ly  m asters 
in  rid ing  for days o r w eeks at a quick step o r gallop.

A n o th er and  m ore entertain ing race is the  so-called K yz-kavu 
(girl-chase), arranged b y  K irghiz and nom adic U sbegs. S om e girls 
m o u n t an d  begin a so rt of race w ith a co rrespond ing  num ber of 
y o u n g  m en. O ne of the  girls advances on her horse  p ronouncing  
teasing  and  jocose w ords to  the y oung  m en or, to  p u t it m ore 
correctly , to  one of them ; for she always addresses herself to  a 
particular one for w hom  she has a fancy. T hen she dashes across 
the  p lain w ith  a rider in pursu it w ho tries to  capture her w hile she, 
often feignedly, tries to  avoid  h im ; she som etim es defends herself 
w ith  so u n d  blow s of the  short, bu t dangerous w hip  “kam tshe” . If 
it is n o t th e  rider by w hom  she w ants to  be pursued , it som etim es 
h appens tha t she chases him  back to  those assem bled, w ho receive 
him  w ith  scorn  and laughter; and  the  m an canno t defend  himself 
b y  blow s, as this m ight easily bring him  a so und  d ru b b in g  from  
the o th e r men. B ut if it is the rider desired o r one  physically 
superio r to  her, he takes the  girl on  his saddle and , kissing her, 
rides in trium ph w ith her before the  m ultitude assem bled  o n  the 
place of festival. O n  such occasions m usic of d rum s, karnai or 
surnai, generally resounds across the plain w hen  th e  ride begins 
o r it ends w ith the cap turing  of th e  girl.

I have n o t had  an opportun ity  of w itnessing a gam e spoken  of 
by  V am bery  as very  com m on am ong the Turkish nations and  con ­
sisting in th row ing  several collar-bones of the  sheep  into the  air, 
then  those  assem bled be t w hether the bones will fall w ith  the  flat, 
curved  o r edged  side upm ost. The Tadjiks in the  P am ir valleys 
have a favourite gam e w hich consists in th row ing  a certain  num ber 
of po in ted  bone pegs in to  th e  air and then laying a w ager w hich 
of them  will be able to  m ake m ost pegs stand  on  en d ; it is carried 
on b o th  by  grow n-up  people and especially b y  children. T he p rin ­
cipal to y  of the latter are, how ever, earthen balls, of the  size of a 
small gum -ball, m ade b y  the  po tte rs and used for all so rt of jests.



D ISE A SE S, T H E  SICK, B E G G A R S, PHYSICIANS, D EN TISTS, 

M ED IC IN E-M EN , A PO TH EC A R IES

A S  all w ork  is perform ed as far as possible in the open air, such 
f \  as trade, handicraft, financial operations, prayer etc., it is com­
paratively easy to  form  a no tion  of several phenom ena in Bokhara, 
thus also of the various diseases and  their cure, but of course only 
as far as the m en are concerned. B lood-letters, cuppers, dentists, 
m edicine-m en, mullahs, rishta-draw ers perform  their operations on 
open  spaces or outside the houses, and the sick w ho are given up 
by them selves or the native physicians take, as a rale , their stand 
as beggars in the open air bo th  sum m er and winter, or else they 
resort w ith their last strength to  the saints’ tom bs to  obtain relief, 
if possible, or to  die in the holy  place. Bokhara people do  no t like 
to  be treated  by  European physicians, excepting a few m en who 
seek their advice, but a Bokharan w om an will very seldom permit a 
European physician to  examine her, this being contrary to  the laws 
of Islam. In th is respect, how ever, the nom ads and tow nspeople 
differ a great deal; the form er are generally m ore em ancipated and 
less bound  by  religion than the latter; therefore the nom ads often 
apply to  th e  European for medicine. O ne m ay ingratiate o n e’s self 
very m uch with the natives b y  helping them, bu t, as a rule, they 
look upon  European medicine w ith a certain scepticism, no t because 
they do n o t believe that the m edicine (dorre) will have a good 
effect, bu t because they fear tha t other inconveniences will arise 
from it; an infidel is nam ely always considered to  be on too friendly 
term s with Satan (Shaitan), and som e evil is sure to  be connected 
with his wares. In the tow ns the spiritual mullahs do  w hat they 
can to  prevent the sick from consulting the European or applying 
for his m edicine, the native apothecaries and medicine-men doing 
their best too , of course, out of regard  to  their business. Bokhara



m e n  of the  m ost cultivated classes w ho have travelled w ith m e for 
m o n th s  and  years, and  w hom  I have often cured  bo th  for fever 
and  typhus have , after repeated  cases of sickness, again consulted 
a  m ullah  and  g o t som e scraps of paper to  fasten over tha t part of 
th e  b o d y  w here the d isease had  its seat, or instead of using my 
salve th ey  touched  the suffering place on their body  w ith  a p iece of 
the ir caftan, and  then  they  placed the rag  on a tree  o r  in a  sa in t’s 
tom b . T here is a E uropean  dispensary  at N ew  B okhara w hose p ro ­
p rie to r for m any years, M r. Reinhardt, is know n by all travellers for 
h is am iability  and  readiness to  help, and he has established a small 
d ispensary  at O ld Bokhara, the only  E uropean house  found  in  this 
to w n  w hen  I visited it, bu t still m ost of the natives reso rt to  their 
ow n m edicine-vendors in the bazar, and  in the  o ther B okharan  tow ns 
the re  are neither E uropean  physicians nor apothecaries. Surgical 
trea tm en t is looked  upon  w ith  still m ore distrust than  the  medical, 
and  an  am putation  of a limb is quite im practicable, for if, for in ­
stance, a leg is w anting, they  will n o t be able to  rise on the  D ay  
of Jud g m en t. Use of the  knife is, on the w hole, con trary  to  the 
A rabian medical art w hose directions are still m ainly folloved.

O n e  of the  m ost o rd inary  Bokharan diseases is r i s h t a ,  from  
w hich abou t one third of the  popu la tion  of the to w n  of B okhara 
suffers. T he w ord  rishta is know n by all visitors of B okhara, and 
it m ay well be said: W oe to  him  w ho has n o t heard  of it before 
visiting  the tow n. T he r i s h ta  (filaria m edinensis o r bokhariensis) 
is a cutaneous w orm  w hich is th o u g h t to  com e in to  existence in 
stagnan t w ater under w arm  climatic conditions, and  no  place is 
certainly better adapted  to  its thriv ing than the dirty, filthy ponds 
in B okhara. The eggs are presum ably hatched here; for on  drink­
ing  boiled w ater one avoids it, b u t even w ashing th e  hands and 
face in unboiled w ater is unadvisable, and the articles of food  ough t 
to  be  boiled thoroughly, in o rder to  avoid it.

T he w orm  itself has n o t y e t been discovered in  the  w ater, even 
w ith  a m icroscope. W ith the  drinking w ater or unboiled  articles of 
food  it enters the body  and  on developing here it becom es visible 
as a lo n g  white, cylindriform th read  below  the skin. O n  som e places 
on  the body, especially on the  legs, it begins to  itch , (if it is in 
the h ead , the  disease is still m ore pernicious), then  a red  sp o t 
appears on the place in jured, an  abscess is form ed w here the  head  
of the w orm  is, and  acute pains accom panied b y  fever se t in. T he 
B okhara m an now  applies to  his barber, w ho cuts the  abscess and 
squeezes the head of the w orm  w ith a small in strum ent on  w hich



he unrolls the w orm  like a roll of tw ine. If the operation succeeds 
which it does very  often ow ing to  the expertness of the barbers, 
the disease is over, bu t if the  w orm  is broken , the evil continues, 
an extrem ely painful inflammation sets in, and continuous operations 
m ust be perform ed. Bokhara m en often walk about w ith up to  10 
and 20  w orm s in their bodies and  som etim es about half of the in­
habitants of B okhara are said to  have rishta w hich m akes a stay 
here rather unpleasant.

T he E uropean  w ho always drinks boiled o r destilled w ater gene­
rally avoids this disease, bu t it m ay happen that som eone or o ther 
becom es infected w ith it in w hich case its occurrence is presum ably 
due to  the food o r w ashing w ith unboiled water. Som etim es it 
does no t appear till half a year after he has left B okhara , and as 
E uropean physicians do no t know  how  to  draw  it ou t, foreigners 
have been obliged to  go back to  B okhara to  be treated  by  a na­
tive barber. T he operation leaves a scar w hich may disfigure the 
face very  m uch, and the frequency of the rishta is clearly shown 
by the m any disfigured faces observed  in the tow n. The rishta is 
rarer at K erm ineh and Karshi than at Bokhara, bu t it lives, no doubt, 
everyw here in the  Bokharan p o n d s; a tho rough  and  m ore frequent 
cleansing of the latter w ould result in its extirpation. O w ing to the 
canalisation of Turkestan w hich has been accom plished b y  the Russi­
ans it has decreased very  m uch in  num ber here, and in  Tashkent, 
for instance, it is very  rare. W e never heard of the rishta in M oun ­
tain Bokhara or Pam ir, presum ably because the inhabitants generally 
had their drinking w ater from  the running  rivers and b rooks w here 
the rishta cannot live.

The rishta is possibly connected w ith the legend of the  Prophet 
Job  w ho according to  B okharan legends is buried beneath  the sanc­
tuary, Aulia A yup Paigam bar. A  few natives related that it was 
the rishta tha t p lagued Jo b , eating his clothes and flesh, others 
that it w as another kind of w orm s w ith which G od punished him; 
tw o of these rem ained behind, b u t one w ent into the  w ater and 
becam e the progenitor of the leeches, and the other one crept up 
in to a tree and becam e the progenitor of the silkworms. T he rishta 
is possibly also connected w ith the legend which tells how  Shugnan 
becam e peop led : In Balkh there w as a large realm governed by a 
mighty Khan. A  terrible disease befell this Khan, in that tw o w orm s 
grew  o u t of his shoulders, only their heads projecting, whilst their 
bodies rem ained in his body. T w o holy m en w ere called in to  
cure this disease, and they  advised him  to  feed the w orm s on



h u m an  brains. This being  done, the  w orm s disappeared for a time, 
b u t re tu rn ed  again. A  th ird  ho ly  m an w as now  called in w ho ad ­
v ised  th a t th e  w orm s shou ld  be fed partly  on d o g ’s and  partly  on 
sh e ep ’s brains, and  the w orm s disappeared for ever. T he tw o  holy 
m en w h o  w ere first called in w ere now  afraid, they  w ould  be be­
head ed  and fled into the m ountain  valleys of S hugnan . T he T ad ­
jiks in  S hugnan  are said to  be their descendants. T he legend sug ­
gests th a t the old historical realm  in Balkh has k now n  the rishta, 
and  th a t the  valley realm s of W est Pam ir w ere p eo p led , a t any 
rate th e  m ore southern , from  the old Bactria.

N ex t to  the rishta the re  is hardly  any  disease w ith  w hich Bo­
khara peop le  are inflicted to  such  a degree as diseases of the  eye 
w hich are as typical of B okhara as the loess dust. Statistics of 
B okhara are w anting, b u t I dare after m y long  stay  in  the  Em irate 
g ive an  estim ate of the  num berless blind, one-eyed and  people w ith 
d iseased eyes living there. A bou t every ten th  m an has diseased 
eyes, and  of these at least one fourth  part are b lind of one or 
bo th  eyes. M any are b lear-eyed , in others one eye o r bo th  are 
qu ite  g one  o r they  have specks on  the  cornea, trichiasis, the eye­
lashes tu rn ed  inw ards o r inflam ed eyes.

T he causes of the diseases are m any; sm all-pox rage every  se­
cond  year in Bokhara, and  the  survivors’ eyes are generally  injured, 
add  to  th is the climatic conditions and the to ta l w an t of hygiene. 
P eop le  w ash them selves very  little in  the Em irate, and  if th ey  do, 
generally  in the stagnant p o n d s  and  pools; even th e  ru n n in g  w ater 
is, as a rule, clayey from  th e  loess and  n o t adap ted  e ither to  drink­
ing  o r w ashing before it has been filtered. M oreover m any think 
th a t bad  eyes ough t no t to  com e in contact w ith w ater.

F ro m  a climatic po in t of view  sum m er is the  w o rs t season for 
the eyes. The enorm ous h ea t, the dryness of th e  air, th e  glaring 
light, the  loess dust w hich is often m ixed w ith salt, is an awful 
enem y to  the eyes, for w hich reason the disease is m uch m ore 
w idely spread in  sum m er than  in w inter. F urther, the  streets in 
the  tow ns are too  narrow , the  habitations badly ventilated  and rarely 
well cleaned. T he tu rban  (sallä) or the small ro und  cap below  it 
(kalapush) does n o t shelter th e  eyes of the m en, be ing  w ithou t a 
brim , and  the dense veil w orn  by  the w om en before the ir eyes 
shelters, indeed, from  the su n , b u t it heats their faces and  makes 
the  transition still w orse for the ir eyes w hen they  take it off in the 
yards. M oreover these veils are never cleansed and therefore always 
infected. The natives blacken their faces below  an d  above  their



eyes, w ash them  in green tea or w arm  milk if they do n o t use the 
d rops or decoctions of herbs of their ow n apothecaries w hich are, 
as a rule, no th ing  b u t hum bug. F o r  m ost people a slight inflamma­
tion will in tim e result in the loss of sight.

The m any blind often w alk abou t in the streets by themselves, 
and are, strange to  tell, rarely driven or ridden over, as they, owing 
to  their g rea t local know ledge and  expertness in clinging to the 
walls, understand  how  to  avoid the danger. O ften they  only go 
ou t a t n igh t, or they are during  the  day led about by their rela­
tions. Som e beg  continuously in streets and corners of streets or 
on the ro a d s , others are able to  maintain them selves in spite of 
w ant of sight. Thus m any blind are sham pooers, sham pooing being 
an old cure in Bokhara w hich is rationally used , n o t only  in the 
baths, b u t also at hom e, for instance against rheum atism  and stiff 
limbs and to  counteract the w ant of exercise. O thers serve in the 
w orkshops of sm iths and turners w here from  m orning till n ight they 
tu rn  the w heel of the turning-lathe and thus replace the European 
m otor.

A fter the  arrival of the Russians diseases of the eye are said to  
be on the  decline, because som e natives apply for E uropean help, 
but as th e  latter can only he ob tained  near the capital itself, their 
num ber is minimal, and these diseases are still a very  sad phenom e­
non in Bokhara.

B esides sm a ll-p o x , c h o le r a  often rages in Bokhara following 
the caravan routes, and  epidemics of m e a s le s  often m ake a great 
inroad upon  bo th  children and adults. A gainst sm all-pox they  have 
an old A rabian medicine, but, as a rule, nobody  is able to  diagnose 
the disease. T hus once I put up  for the night in a village w here 
about half of the inhabitants lay w rapped  up in blankets on the 
platform s before the houses, being dow n w ith sm all-pox; bu t none 
of us knew  w hat the illness was. W e gave them  som e quinine, 
and, fortunately, w e did no t carry the disease along w ith us.

A  coun try  w here hygiene is absen t is always infested by leprosy, 
lepra, and th is is also the case w ith Bokhara. It rages to  a sad 
extent at B okhara, Shahrsebbs and  Hissar, but I have also met 
with m any cases all about in the Em irate, bo th  in East Bokhara 
and in  the  Bokharan Pam ir valleys w here, for instance, the village 
of N ut in Ishkashim  was the seat of a regular colony of lepers. 
T he natives call the disease m ukhau, m ehau or makau, and  am ong 
those afflicted w ith it, or w ho have inherited it, are also persons 
born  w ithout hairs on eyes o r the  head. The lepers have their



ow n  q u arte r in the  to w n s, and  in the  tow n  of B okhara th ey  have 
the ir ow n  m osque, bazar, bath  and  m edresse. H ere  they  live their 
d rea ry  life outside the tow n-w alls, m arry one an o th er and, begetting  
children , p ropagate  the  disease. N oth ing  can be m ore uncanny  than 
th is lep ers’ quarter. M any have running  sores all over their body , 
in o thers nose, ears o r eyes are gone, in o thers parts of the  limbs 
h av e  sim ply fallen off o r are covered w ith large swellings. The 
p rohib itive system  does n o t help very  m uch against the  spread  of 
th e  disease, at any  rate n o t in the  w ay in w hich it is carried into 
effect in  B okhara, as the  sick are allow ed to  b e g  in places and 
stree ts w here they  easily com e in to  contact w ith th e  sound  popu la ­
tion. A  disease that is called p i e s  by  the natives an d  w hich makes 
th e  skin  lead-coloured, is certainly a kind of lepra. It beg ins w ith 
a  sp o t w hich spreads all o v er the  bo d y ; it is very  contag ious and 
en d s in death. Both peop le  afflicted w ith p i e s  and  w ith  m a k a u  
live in  the  lepra quarter w hich a t O ld Bokhara is situated  n o rth ­
east of the  tow n  and is called Gusar-i-Piesan. T he disease is looked 
u p o n  as a punishm ent inflicted b y  G od  w herefore th e  sick person  is 
considered  to  be a w icked individual.

L a p s  h a ,  a disease w hich begins by  the loss of all desire for 
w o rk  an d  ends in collapse and  death, is no do u b t consum ption  
(phthisis). It is no t rare in the  tow ns b u t is never observed  am ong 
th e  nom ads. T he w om en especially are afflicted w ith  it a n d , on 
the  w hole, w ith affections of the  lungs ow ing  to  the ir rarely taking 
exercise in the open air, b u t pass their tim e in th e  unhealthy , u n ­
ventila ted  houses w ith generally  the bare g ro u n d  fo r floor.

S y p h i l i s  is, strange to  tell, no t very  com m on in  B okhara, 
w hereas the foreign visitor a t K hiva ough t to  be v e ry  cautious in 
his in tercourse w ith people on  account of th is contag ious disease. 
In B okhara it is cured by  the ir ow n physicians b y  m eans of m er­
cury  as in Europe, b u t  its course is said to  be m uch m ore dangerous 
here  than  in Europe.

T h e  f e v e r  already dealt w ith  under the climate often has a ty ­
pho id  form  of malaria, t y p h u s  also occurring likewise as d ip h te r ia .  
A  disease, called s ib i l i s h a  b y  the  natives, and consisting in vom itings, 
often for half a year, and end ing  in death  is well know n. B r o n c h o -  
c e le  is also very  com m on in  the  m ountain  valleys and  especially 
in Russian Turkestan. It begins w ith a tum our on  th e  neck  below  
the chin, so  that a t last a large bag  hangs dow n on  th e  breast, as 
in  a cropper, head  and  breast becom ing often sim ply  continuous. 
M any  natives are seen suffering from  this bronchocele, an d  although



they can live several years, it shortens life very considerably, princi­
pally because no  effective m edicine is know n to  com bat it. Is it a 
sort of cancer? I w onder. It is frequent and always in certain 
fixed places, w hilst it is never found  in o ther regions.

As the  m en always lie o r sleep on the bare g round , on the 
platform s o r the flat roofs in the villages, m ost of them  are afflicted 
with g o u t ,  r h e u m a t is m  or is c h ia s  which, as ophthalm ic diseases, 
is a typical Bokharan disease. M any young  ■ m others die for w ant 
of able m idwives, and m any children perish from acute stomachic 
catarrh and  epidemic diseases. R ic k e ts  is com m on w ith the chil­
dren w ho often p resen t a 
sickly appearance.

A part from  the diseases 
treated of here there are 
lighter vulnerary  diseases 
whose origin is, no  doubt, 
due to  a w ound  occasioned 
by blows o r stings of in ­
sects, w hich has becom e in ­
fected in the  w arm  climate.
Eczema, open  or running 
sores are so com m on in Bo­
khara tha t abou t every  o ther 
person is infested w ith them , 
especially in  the larger tow ns, 
less in the  country. M any 
people are harelipped and 
many are seen w ith split upper lips w here the white teeth  are seen 
through the red  fissure.

Congenital cripples are rarely seen in Bokhara. Dw arfs and 
hunchbacks are m et w ith and are, as a rule, professional beggars; I 
have seen such beggars at O ld Bokhara. A  cripple is never turned 
into ridicule, even by the w orst street-boys at Bokhara w ho som e­
times are rather annoying. P ity  for these is com m on in Bokhara, as 
for o ther sick people, and everybody  is ready to  offer them  an 
alms, but, on  the o ther hand, there are no  public m easures to  m eet 
illness and  w an t; everybody m ust help himself as he best can.

Physicians in Bokhara are barbers, the native apothecaries in 
the bazars, w andering m edicine-m en selling herbs etc., and the spiri­
tual mullahs. T he cures are perform ed in the open air and in the 
tow ns am idst a large crow d of spectators. If a m an is to  be bled,



or a rish ta is to  be  d raw n out, peop le  crow d ro und  the physician 
an d  th e  patien t, w hilst the  flat roofs in the  ne ighbourhood  are covered 
w ith  th e  curious.

T h e  barbers w ho  shave the  heads of the m en as soon  as the 
hair h as  g row n  a little, and  cut the full beard  w hich is the  pride of 
every  M ussulm an have like all others their ow n quarte r in the tow n 
in  th e  bazar or near the  la tte r; their shops are, as a rule, situated 
beside  the  p o nds w here they  can easily get w ater for the  operations. 
T hus th e  banks of the w ell-know n pond , Labihavs-i-D ivam begi, at 
B okhara are equally d istribu ted  am ong a collection of tea-houses, 
fru it-vendors, gupsar sellers (water-bags) and barbers , and from  all 
these  businesses the one lo t of refuse after the o ther goes dow n 
into the  p o n d  w here the natives w ash them selves and have their 
d rink ing  w ater. T he w ors t m ockery  of all hygiene is, how ever, the 
presence of the barbers beside the pond  as the b leedings perform ed 
by  them  here are legio, and  the  blood runs from  the  shops and 
form s regular brooklets before it d isappears in to  th e  po n d . The 
row  of barbers’ shops, soiled w ith blood, look  m ore like bu tchers’ 
shops than  the latter in the bazar.

B u t these businesses have been  grouped  here w ith  practical pu r­
poses in view. After the  w ork  in the bazar the natives h u rry  dow n 
to  the p o n d  to  w ash them selves before visiting the  neighbouring  
m osque to  p ray  or hear a reader, or the chaikhaneh to  have a 
vessel of tea and play at hazard, or to  have their heads shaved or 
beards cut, and if w anting  a w ater-bag they  can fill it w ith  w ater 
from  the pond. The tea-houses have w ater enough  for the  sam o­
vars and  the w ater-pipes, and  the indispensable fruit o r  m elon taken 
w ith  the  tea is bough t from  the fruiterers w ho clean their articles 
in the  ponds.

B leeding is so com m on in  B okhara that m ost adu lt m en go 
th ro u g h  th is process once a m onth . It is especially em ployed  against 
headache, and  w hen they  feel in  any  w ay oppressed, it is generally 
believed that they  have to o  m uch or bad blood  w hich m ust be 
tapped  off; the  bleeding is perform ed on the affected part in the 
head o r on arm s and legs. If th is cure does n o t help, the next 
th ing is to  go to  a spiritual m ullah w ho sells som e prayers or 
passages from  the K oran w ritten  upon  scraps of paper. T he latter 
are attached to  a string and  fastened over the p a rt w here  the  dis­
ease has its seat. O n a native lifting his tu rban  for a  m om ent in 
the sum m er heat, his head  is often seen to  be crow ned  w ith  th is 
o rnam ent of scraps of paper.



A t the sam e place w here the  barber perform s his bleeding and 
draws ou t rishtas, som e dentists or tooth-draw ers have generally 
taken their stand. D entistry in the European sense of the w ord 
is ou t of the question , only tooth-draw ing is know n, and as the 
latter is only perform ed as the last resort, the num ber of tooth- 
draw ers is n o t great. Their equ ipm ent consists of tw o w ooden 
stools; on one of them  is the prim itive forceps, and on the other 
an assistant takes his seat; the patient sits dow n on th e  ground, 
his head is squeezed betw een the  knees of the assistant, and the 
m aster stands behind the assistant, puts his arm w ith the forceps 
across the  shoulder of the latter into the m outh of the patient, and 
squeezing the forceps he pulls, using his arm  as lever and the 
shoulder of the assistant as po in t of support. The w hole arrange­
ment, in spite of its ridiculous appearance, is no t so bad. The tooth- 
draw ing always collects a num erous audience w ho looks forw ard 
w ith delight to  hear the cries of the patient w hose pride it is to  
repress all signs of his pain.

T he native apothecaries or m edicine-vendors w ho have their own 
street in the bazar and the w andering  m edicine-vendors are at the 
sam e tim e physicians w ho have, of course, m edicines in the form 
of pow ders, drops and herbs against all diseases. M any of these 
are excellent if they were only  em ployed  in the right w ay, bu t in 
m ost cases the m edicine-vendor canno t define the nature of the dis­
ease, and then  the cure gives no  result or is even injurious. Be­
sides m ercury against syphilis, quinine and a few salves due to  the 
E uropeans, abortive medicines are those best know n b y  the Bo­
kharan m edicine-m en and are em ployed at O ld B okhara to  a great 
extent.

But the superstitious preventatives against all kinds of sickness 
are of greater im portance than  the medical or surgical cures, and 
m ullahs, quacks and wise w om en therefore do a good  business. 
As a safeguard against evil spirits w ith w hom  the air is always full 
and against all diseases the  m en w ear in their cap or on  their clothes 
small silver tassels containing w ritten copies of prayers. T he married 
w om en w ear the  same tassels (doppe) on their breasts that the milk 
m ay becom e g o o d  and healthy for the child. Children always wear 
small triangular linen tassels on their shirts in w hich are kep t writ­
ten  copies of prayers and passages from  the Koran. T he blue lapis 
lazuli and the turquoise both  of w hich are found in the Bokharan 
m ountains protect against the evil eye and are therefore fastened 
as an am ulet round  the neck of the  children and used for rings
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an d  trinkets. T he m ullahs in  the  m osques sell pieces of d ried  bears’ 
hearts  an d  horns of snakes, fo r  they  believe th a t the re  are horned  
snakes w hich p ro tec t against all evil. If an evil sp irit has taken 
p o ssession  of the  B okhara m an and  p roduced  an illness w hich m ay 
easily happen  as the  air, several rivers, rocks and  w eird -look ing  
p laces a re  full of num bers of the  so-called  div  o r dev  o r adjin 
(adjinäh) (djin =  spirit), the  sick m an goes to  a sa in t’s tom b  to 
p ray  for liberation from  th e  spirit w hich to rm en ts him  in the  form  
of rheum atism  o r o ther sickness, or he  buys w ater from  the  ho ly  
sp rings near th e  tom bs, tears a piece of his clo thes and  places it 
u n d e r a s tone in the sain t’s tom b, and  thus hopes to  ho ld  the  spirit 
b o u n d  th e re , o r he touches the  sick part of his b o d y  w ith  a rag  
of his clothes and  ties it to  a tree, one near a sa in t’s to m b  being 
p referred . If then  the tree  keeps fresh, he will recover, if it dies, 
he, to o , will die from  the  disease.

O ld  w ise w om en w ho m ake their patients leap across fire are 
still know n in Bokhara, and  the  custom  w hich is han d ed  dow n from 
the A vesta period  is still rather com m on in sp ite  of th e  indignant 
p ro tests  of the  ecclesiastics.

W hen w e rem em ber the  mediaeval conditions w hich  are on  the 
w hole prevalent in  B okhara, and  especially th a t regu lar provision 
for th e  sick and p oo r does n o t exist, it is no  w o n d er th a t thousands 
of beggars are seen everyw here in  the streets, in  public places, on 
the  caravan roads, a t the sa in ts’ tom bs, outside m osques and m e­
dresses. T here are regular com panies of beggars, w h o  have their 
fixed stands year by  year, and  female beggars are unveiled. O n 
the  roads betw een Karakul, K erm ineh, Karshi and B okhara beggars 
are seen everyw here, all of them  sick, or blind; here  th e y  often 
sit w ithou t any  shade, exposed  to  the hea t of sum m er o r the  cold 
of w inter. A utom atically the  o ld  blind m an or w om an  o r the leper 
stretch  o u t their w ooden  vessel for “ silou” (tips) on  the  traveller 
passing b y  their stands, an d  if one happens to  pass b y  ten  tim es 
in the  sam e day, the cry  of “ silou! silou!” is alw ays heard , for a 
faranghi o r ferenghi (foreigner from  Frank) in particular is to  them  
the  sam e as a  rich man. A  small b o y  is the assistant of the  blind, 
tak ing  care tha t the  m oney  reaches the vessel and  h and ing  him  his 
food w hich m ostly consists of m elon, dried fruit and  a little bread. 
In th e  oases beneath  old m ulberry-trees o r elms o r in  the  niches 
of the  m osques colonies o r  fam ilies of beggars are often  m et w ith 
w ho rush  ou t upon  those  passing  by  w ith their w o o d en  vessels 
am idst cries and prayers. If the  traveller does n o t g ive a sum  of



m oney tha t is though t to  co rrespond w ith his outer appearance, all 
the  abuse they  can lay tongue to  will be heaped upon  him , “ äm 
m ingasky” is the w orst, bu t also Kafir! (infidel), It! (dog), D ongus! 
(sw ine) is heard.

M ost of the beggars are sick unhappy people w ho m ake a very  
sad im pression in the sunny, richly coloured country , bu t m any 
idlers join the  beggars, especially at the m osques, to  share in their 
fairly lucrative business; for Bokhara people, bo th  U sbegs and T ad­
jiks, and  especially the form er, are no t devoid of better feelings; they 
always give a few Pul and m uch is n o t required to  m aintain life, a 
penny  or tw opence a day being m ore than sufficient.

O n  ascending from  the level country  in to the m ountain  tow ns 
or m ountain villages sickness, begging  and misery decreases very  
much, and  in the  Bokharan Pam ir valleys one very seldom  m eets 
w ith sick people, apart from those suffering from fever, bronchocele 
in a few places and lepra w hich has been  im ported from  other re­
gions. T he climate is so healthy here that there are n o  diseases of 
any im portance, and if now  and  then an epidemic rages in these 
m ountains, as, for instance, in East Bokhara, the disease is sure to  
have been carried hither by the travelling caravans.



A RTICLES O F  F O O D  A N D  N A R C O T IC S

A m o n g  the articles of food  of the Bokhara peop le  vegetables de- 
J ~ \  cidedly take the fron t rank; in sum m er m any eat no th ing  bu t 
b read , fresh fruit, m elon, a  little rice and then  tea o r w ater, on  
jou rneys the natives bring along  w ith them  dried  fru it, especially 
raisins, apricots, pistachios, m ulberries o r m ulberry-flour, o r  else a 
bag  w ith  fresh m elons; and  in w inter the fruit s to red  and  dried 
on  the roofs are also of great im portance. O nly  m eat (gusht or 
gosh) of sheep or gam e is considered properly  eatable, m oreover, 
they  eat a  great deal of horse flesh, bu t the consum ption  of flesh 
in th e  oases is no t great, and  even w ith the nom ads and  half­
nom ads w ho have lo ts of cattle, m eat is no everyday  dish; they  
generally  content them selves w ith milk food to  w hich they  add 
a little flour, fat or bu tte r w hich is kep t in bladders, curdled milk, 
kum ysh, w ith w hich they  eat new  bread. Beef is hard ly  ever eaten; 
they  use the milk for bu tte r and  cheese, and  the  latter is rather 
g o o d  w ith the nom ads, bu t bad in the oases, here the  oxen are 
em ployed  in the field to  labou r as long  as they  are able to  hold  
o u t, and  the m eat is, as a  ru le, uneatable w hen a t last they  fall 
by  the  axe. The higher one  gets into the m ountains, the m ore
eating of flesh increases ow ing  to  the rougher climate, and  g o a t’s 
m eat w hich is only eaten by  the very  poorest in the plain, is a 
com m on dish here.

T he natives are very  fond  of fat; m eat dishes, pillau and  even 
milk dishes swim in fat, and they drink a decoction of fat w ith
great relish. Spices are used  in abundance, especially such quan ­
tities of pepper, G uinea-pepper, cloves and cinnam on tha t in the 
long  run  a European palate can only w ith difficulty stand  it.
Sweets, sugar, crystallized sugar-candy, w hite sugar, b u t especially



all sorts of confectionery are a favourite dish with everybody, both 
children and grow n-up people, and  are never w anting at a genteel 
meal.

As furniture is unknow n, the meals are served on the floor on 
a piece of coloured cotton or w ith people of quality on silk carpets

V e lv e t  c a rp e t  e m b r o id e r e d  w ith  c o lo u r e d  s i lk  o n  w h ic h  te a  is  s e r v e d  u p  e tc . 

N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's  C o l le c t io n .

specially em broidered for this purpose. The w ooden  dishes and  the 
tinned copper dishes are placed here w ith their reeking or cold 
contents, the  bread  is piled up  in heaps, and the w hole service is 
su rrounded  by dishes w ith confectionery and fruit. T he natives sit 
dow n on the  g round  round  the meal, stroke their beards and help 
them selves from the com m on dishes; before the host, how ever, be­
gins to  eat, he breaks the loaves, offering them  to  his guests, and 
if he w ants to  honour them  specially, or if they are of higher rank



than  him self, he does n o t beg in  to  eat until his g u es t of the  h ighest 
rank  asks him  to  do so, th is is considered a very  g rea t act of atten ­
tion . If a  E uropean  w an ts to  m ake himself respected b y  a less k indly  
host, h e  had  be tte r let the  latter pu t off eating until he  has finished 
him self. E ating  im plem ents are unknow n; they  use, indeed, w o o d en  
sp o o n s  w ith  long  hand les, b u t these are in tended  for ladles, and 
the natives canno t easily help  laughing, if the  E uropean  m akes use

F r o m  th e  le f t  t o  th e  r ig h t :  E n g ra v e d  b ra s s  s ta n d  o n  w h ic h  a r e  p la c e d  d i s h e s  w i th  v ia n d s .  T in n e d , 

e n g r a v e d  c o p p e r  ju g  { c h a id ju sh ) , v e r y  ra re , a s  r e p r e s e n ta t io n s  o f l iv in g  b e in g s  a r e  c o n t r a r y  t o  th e  

la w s  o f Is la m . O ld  e n g r a v e d  B o k h a ra n  m o r ta r ,  v e ry  ra r e  n o w .

N a t. M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's  C o lle c t io n .

of such an instrum ent. All m ore solid dishes are eaten  by  th e  aid 
of the  fingers, the natives being  exceedingly expert in  do ing  so. 
F o r  th is reason the flesh m ust, how ever, be boiled  v e ry  tender, as 
it has to  be gnaw ed from  the bones. S oups and  o ther liquid dishes 
are d runk  from  the vessels th a t pass from  m ou th  to  m o u th , and  
the balls cooked in p epper and  sw im m ing in the  so u p , o r the  
pieces of m eat sw im m ing in the  fatty sauce are fished o u t by  m eans 
of a piece of ben t bread. A fter the  meal a se rvan t goes abou t 
w ith  a w ater-jug (aftäbä) and  a basin and  pou rs w a te r over the 
g u es ts’ fingers w hich are w iped  in  th e  cloth. T hen  tea is passed  
ro und  in  Chinese vessels (pialal), and then all s troke the ir beards



m urm uring “Allah A kbar” (G od is great), and a belching is heard 
from  all th roats as a proof th a t the  meal has been plentiful. Then 
it is the turn  of the hookah; after the live coals, ly ing on the to ­
bacco w hich is cut in large pieces in the pipe-bowl, have caught fire, 
the host takes the first puff as a p roof that it is all right, and then 
he lets it pass from m outh to  m outh. Each person sucks a puff 
dow n into  his lungs w here the sm oke often remains while a vessel 
of tea is em ptied, and only then does it get out of those assembled 
w ho at certain m om ents are no t unlike so m any small chimneys.

B ra s s  a f ta b ä  w ith  tw o  b a s in s .  T h e  l id s  a r e  la t t i c e d  w o r k .

A ll  th r e e  a r e  r ic h ly  e n g r a v e d ,  h a m m e r e d  o u t  w i th  p la te s  o f s i lv e r 'a n d  d e c o r a te d  w i th  p r c c io u s  s to n e s .  

N a tio n a l  M u s e u m  a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu fs e n ’s  C o lle c t io n .

W hilst p oo r people m ust generally be content to  invite their 
friends to  a  ziyafat, consisting of a sim ple pillau o r perhaps only 
of w arm new ly baked b read , tea and  som e fruit, there are in 
richer houses any am ount of dishes, bo th  quantity  and quality being 
regulated by  the  social rank of the  guests. The rule is that the 
meal is always laid for abou t 10 tim es as m any guests as have 
been invited, and the  higher in  rank  the host is, the m ore plenti­
ful is the meal, w ithout consideration to  there being only one guest 
o r m ore.

S trangers arriving at Bokhara as guests and  especially the Bo­
kharan officials them selves w ho travel abou t the realm in virtue of 
their office, are generally a g reat plague for the population owing



t o . t h e  traditional hosp itality ; for it is the custom  of the  country  
th a t th e  person  concerned  is alw ays entitled on his arrival to  the so- 
called darstarkhan , a plentiful festive meal for him self and  his com ­
p an io n s; b y  exacting officials th is entertainm ent is o ften  ex tended  over 
several days, and then  sm aller kishlaks are often nearly  starved out. 
M o reo v e r the  g u est is allow ed to  take w ith him  from  the meals 
w h a t he  and  his servants do  n o t eat. A udiences of the  Emir, visits 
to  B egs and  Aksakals are n o t to  be though t of w ithou t a darstar-

C h il le m s  o f p u m p k in .  T h e  le f t  o n e  i s  m o u n te d  w ith  b r a s s  a n d  d e c o r a te d  w i th  tu r q u o is e s .  H e a d  

a n d  p ip e  ате  b r a s s .  In  t h e  m id d le  a  p r im i t iv e  e a r th e n  h e a d .  T o  th e  r i g h t  th e  c o m m o n ly  u s e d  

c h i l le m  w i th  e a r th e n  h e a d  a n d  p ip e  o f  b a m b o o .  N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu fs e n ’s  C o lle c t io n .

khan, and  the m ore w ell-to-do have a special subord inate , darstar- 
khandji, to  see to  the serving. A t the meals the m en, of course, 
eat b y  them selves and the w om en  and  the sm allest children by  
them selves. A fter the m eals th e  guests are d iverted  w ith  music 
on the long  guitar or the sho rter ribäb , by  flu tep lay ing , surnai, 
and  tam bourine music accom panied w ith singing. B o th  m usic and 
song  are extrem ely m ono tonous and  do n o t so und  w ell to  E u ro ­
pean ears. The song  resem bles w ailing and how ling. B o th  the 
vocal and instrum ental m usic begins, as a rule, v e ry  soft and



ends in exstacy. W here there are batshas, these are the  principal 
artists.

As to  eating of flesh they distinguish in Bokhara betw een what 
is allow ed, halal, and  w hat is forbidden, haram , and under halal 
there is a subsection, m akruh, w hich is, indeed, allowed bu t never­
theless considered im proper. Haram  is, for instance, the swine, and 
the wild boars are therefore no t hun ted , whilst, for instance, the 
hare is considered makruh. H aram  and m akruh are a great incon­
venience to  the population w hich is prevented from  utilising the 
stock of deer w hich in certain places is large. Strictly speaking, 
gam e cannot be eaten if it does no t give any sign of life after it 
is knocked dow n, so that the jugular can be opened and the blood

C h a f in g -v e s s e l  o f  b r a s s ,  r ic h ly  e n g r a v e d .  In w a rd ly  p r o v id e d  w i th  fire -c la y . It i s  u s e d  in  th e  B o- 

k h a r a n  p u b l ic  k i tc h e n s  f o r  ro a s t in g  m e a t  o n  th e  s p i t .  T h e  i ro n  s p i t s  a r e  s e e n  ly in g  a c r o s s  th e  

c h a f in g -v e s s e l .  N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n ’s  C o l le c t io n .

run out, for the life or 'the soul is in the blood, and if the latter 
cannot run, the gam e is considered haram. N om ads, half-nomads 
and inhabitants of the m ountains do  not, how ever, take things too 
m uch in earnest, and  have the benefit of the game, w hich is prac­
tically n o t hunted  b y  the inhabitants of the oases of the plain or 
the larger tow ns. N or do the natives avail them selves m uch of fish. 
It is, so to  speak, only the inhabitants on the Am u D arya w ho eat 
fish (mähi), whilst the inhabitants of the tow ns in the oases do not 
eat it; it is, a t any  rate, looked upon  as m akruh. Even th e  Kirghiz 
on the large lakes in Pam ir w here carp abound, could no t think of 

eating fish.
It has been  m entioned that one of the principal articles of food, 

especially am ong the w orking classes w hich are called Fukara, is



bread  (non), baked  as a kind of large pancake and generally  eaten  
ho t. W hen  this b read  is in tended  to  be very  delicate, one loaf 
is p laced  over the  o ther w ith  fat betw een them . F o r  carrying 
w ith  them  into the  field or o n  a single day ’s jou rney , for it con- 
n o t k eep  any longer, th is b read  is very practical fo r the natives. 
T h ey  nam ely bake the  bread  as thin as paper for packing  up  fruit 
o r  w h atev er they  carry w ith  them  of food  and  roll it up  in the  
cloth w hich  they w ear ro u n d  their waists. A be tte r so rt of bread

T h e  h a m m e r e d  o u t  c o p p e r  l i d  to  t h e  l e f t  is  u s e d  to  p la c e  o v e r  a d i s h  w i th  p i l la u  o r  r o a s t  t o  

k e e p  it w a rm . T h e  t i n n e d  c o p p e r  p o t ,  r i c h ly  e n g r a v e d ,  is  in te n d e d  fo r  c o o k in g  p il la u .

N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n ’s  C o lle c t io n .

are the  round  o r square large biscuits, and  finally som e very  hard  
rusks (gultsha), strew n w ith poppy -seeds and used o n  journeys, as 
they  keep for m onths in the  dry  climate. T he bread  is baked of 
unferm ented dough , w herefore it is rather difficult for E uropean  
stom achs to  ge t accustom ed to  it. T he flour is g ro u n d  in the  
small w ater mills (chigirman) situated beside the  m oun ta in  stream s 
and on  the canals in the  plain ; they  are driven b y  m eans of a 
small prim itive turbine, consisting only  of a cross of p lanks. O r 
they  g rind  the corn by  m eans of one hollow  and one  ro u n d  stone. 
T he sm all turbine mills yield very  g o o d  flour, alm ost as w ell g ro u n d  
as tha t from  our E uropean  mills.



F ro m  th e  le f t  t o  t h e  r ig h t .  T in n e d  c o p p e r  v e s s e l ,  r i c h ly  e n g r a v e d ,  in  w h ic h  s o u p  a n d  o th e r  d i s h e s  

a re  s e r v e d .  T in n e d  c o p p e r  t r a y  o n  w h ic h  p i l la u  i s  s e r v e d .  T in n e d  c o p p e r  l id , r ic h ly  e n g r a v e d ,  to  

b e  p la c e d  o v e r  a  d i s h  w i th  v ia n d s .  N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's  C o lle c t io n .



Pillau takes the first place am ong the dishes that will be dealt 
w ith here . T he rice (birindsh) is peeled off in small rice mills driven 
by  a tu rb ine  like the o ther w ater mills. Tw o long  horizontal 
p lanks w hose ends pass into a small clay-house w here the rice is 
heaped  up  are set go ing  up and dow n by the turbine. O n the 
en d s are tw o vertical planks continually ham m ering dow n into the 
heap  of rice and thus peeling it off. The portion of rice set apart 
for pillau lies in cold w ater one  or tw o hours to be cleansed, and 
then it is strained off. N ow  a tinned copper cauldron is half filled

T h e  s m a ll  v e s s e ls ,  a l l  o f  t i n n e d  e n g r a v e d  c o p p e r ,  a r e  in te n d e d  fo r  k e e p in g  s w e a tm e a ts ,  s p ic e s ,  g r e a s e  

a n d  b u t t e r  e tc .  T h e  tw o  la r g e r  e n g r a v e d  b r a s s  d i s h e s  a r e  u s e d  f o r  s e r v in g  u p  f r u it  a n d  p a s t ry .

N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's  C o l le c t io n .

with salted water, the cauldron is covered with a tight-fitting lid 
and placed over a quick open  fire. As soon  as the w ater boils, 
the rice is throw n into it and is allow ed to  boil for abou t 10 m i­
nutes or until the rice can be m ashed betw een the fingers. Then 
the rice is -p o u red  off, and in the cauldron butte r or fat is m elted 
with a little w ater over which the rice is lightly strew n. The cauldron 
is closed quite tightly by m eans of a piece o i cloth below  the lid. 
Then it is placed on red ho t coals, live coals being also laid on the 
lid. It s tands thus for one o r one  and a half hour, until the rice 
has becom e saturated w ith vapour. Then m ore bu tter, fat, chicken 
or m utton, cut quinces, carrots, apples, alm onds, raisins, apricots,



beans o r w hatever fruit or vegetables there m ay be in the house 
are often added.

A very  com m on dish is rice boiled together with soup  of m ut­
ton or chicken. It is called ash and is dressed w ith several small 
variations. C om m on clear soup , shurpa, is a favourite dish, espe­
cially w hen it is as full of fat as possible. Several kinds of por­
ridge are com m on, thus shirbirindsh, consisting of rice boiled with 
milk, m illet porridge and po rridge  or pottage of durra and water 
or milk to  w hich fat or sesam e oil is often added. A s a rule, milk 
(siid) is n o t considered easily digestible and  no t eaten very  m uch 
in the larger oases, w here it is b rough t to  the m arkets by milk- 
boys. T hey carry it in small earthen pots hanging balanced across

T in n e d , e n g r a v e d  c o p p e r  v e s s e ls ,  p a r t ly  p r o v id e d  w i th  i n s c r ip t io n s ,  r e l ig io u s  p a s s a g e s ;  u s e d  fo r  s c r v  

in g  u p  f lu id  d is h e s .  N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's  C o lle c t io n .

their shoulders, and to  prevent the  milk from  spilling, thick cream 
is laid above it, serving as a lid. The milk pots are often carried 
on the backs of the small donkeys. The ferm ented m are’s milk, 
also som etim es camel’s or sheep’s milk, which is said to  be very 
fattening, is according to m y experience and  taste a disgusting 
drink, it is very  sour, purses up  the  m outh  and m akes the teeth 
sore. It is eaten b y  the nom ads, U sbegs and K irghiz, less by 
the half-nom ads and is n o t found  in the tow ns of the oases. It 
is kept in  small leather bags, hanging at the saddle during the 
ride. It is a fact that the nom ads have, on an average, bad 
teeth , and Kirghiz of tw enty  o d d  years w ho have lost all their 
teeth are often m et w ith; all of them  suffer m uch from  tooth-ache 
w hich is, no  doubt, due to the m any milk-dishes and especially to 

kum ysh.
In all chaikhanehs in Bokhara force-m eat balls can be bought



m ixed  w ith  on ions (pias o r  piäs) and spices to  a so rt of pie. 
T h ey  are cooked  in steam  an d  are, as a rule, of a g o o d  flavour. 
In  th e  kitchen bazar and  also w ith  private peop le  the so-called  
m an tu y  is cooked , a so rt of flour-pudding , tha t is filled with 
ch o p p e d  m eat, m ixed w ith  fat and spices. It is cooked  in a spe­
cial w ay : over the fire is p laced a kettle, closed at the  top , and

J u g s  (c h a id ju s h )  o l  b ra s s .  T h e  fo r m  o f  t h e  tw o  e x tre m e  Is  s a id  b y  th e  n a t iv e s  t o  b e  t h a t  o f  th e  

o r ig in a l  B o k h a ra  ju g . T h e  s ty le  o f th e  c e n t r a l  o n e  is  s a id  t o  b e  d e r iv e d  f r o m  K h o r a s s a n . 

( O lu f s e n ’s  p r iv a te  c o l le c t io n .)

the m outh  of which is no t larger than a clenched fist. U pon  this 
are p laced three or four tight-fitting sieves, the low est one being 
pasted  on to  the kettle w ith dough. O n  the w ater boiling and 
the sieves being filled w ith a sufficient am ount of v ap o u r the 
m antuy is laid first in the upperm ost and then  in th e  low er sieves 
w here it rem ains until it has been  cooked. The cooked  m antuy 
is often roasted in fat and  then  called sanbusy (lady’s kiss). In 
several places th is m antuy  is filled like a sort of cake w ith  sour 
milk and flour w hich is very  disgusting from a E uropean  po in t of



view. O f o ther dishes can be m entioned kaurdak, m utton with 
onions, pepper and sauce, kebab, roasted pieces of m utton, chash- 
lik, m utton  roasted on spit. In the m ountains the  flesh of the argali 
is eaten w hich has a curious nauseously  sw eet flavour. Boiled and 
roasted  chicken is considered a great delicacy, like eggs, that are 
always eaten hard  boiled.

Sw eets (shirin) play a great part, as m entioned above. Some

F r o m  t h e  le f t  t o  th e  r ig h t ,  K u n g a n  o f t in n e d  c o p p c r ,  r i c h ly  e n g r a v e d .  K u n g a n  o t  c o p p e r ,  b o th  

in te n d e d  fo r  b o i l in g  w a te r .  T h e  o r ig in a l  s a m o v a r , t i n n e d  c o p p e r .  N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  

O lu f s e n ’s  C o lle c t io n .

of the principal, besides num erous sorts of confectionery and ca­
ramels are : halva, consisting of sugar, honey  and  pieces of almond, 
pistenas, a w hite sugar dough w ith  pistachios, halova-i-teri, very 
like long  w hite threads of yarn. A  favourite dish is nishalla-i- 
kandane. It consists of milk, sugar, flour and several o ther in­
gredients, stirred up to  a thick mass. It is sold  in the larger tow ns 
in the oases. F o r a Pul one is allowed to  dip o n e’s finger into 
the  dish and lick off as m uch as sticks to  one’s finger. W hen 
several persons stand licking, the  scene is extremely funny. Ice



(yäkh) is eaten  in large quantities in  B okhara; one canno t im agine 
th e  su m m er w ithou t ice. It is buried  in winter, scraped, so as to  
resem ble snow , is m ixed w ith  fruit, sy rups or o ther sw eet ingre­
d ien ts an d  laid in small w o o d en  barrels across w hich is p laced a 
p iece of cloth and  a w o o d en  lid. T he ice seller continually  w an­
derin g  ab o u t the  streets of B okhara in sum m er, his barrel hanging  
in a string  across his back, alw ays does a good  business. N obody  
can resist the  cry: “Yäkh, Y äkh!”

N o s - k a d u h s  o f p r e s s e d  a n d  c a rv e d  p u m p k in s .  N o .  2  f r o m  th e  l e f t  c o v e r e d  w ith  p e a r ls .  

N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's  C o lle c t io n .

T he com m onest and  practically only  drink of relish is tea, 
coffee being  only  know n from  the E uropeans and  n o t d runk  by  
the natives. They use large quantities of g reen  tea (kök chai); it 
is som ew hat acid bu t quenches the thirst excellently; it is cheaper 
than the  black tea (kara chai) w hich like the form er is partly  carried 
by  land directly from  China, b u t now  m ostly in troduced  from  Rus­
sia. O n  ordering o n e’s tea in the  tea-houses at B okhara , one gene­
rally hears the question: “K ök chai, yä  kara chai?” (green  o r black 
tea?), v e ry  m uch like the  cry  of G erm an beer-house w aiters: 
“ D unkel oder h e ll?” M oreover they  em ploy the b lack brick tea, 
a rectangular, half a foo t lo n g  briquet of p ressed  tea leaves on  
w hich the  trade m ark of th e  m anufacturer stands o u t like a re ­



lief. It is m ost used by the nom ads and the poor population, as 
it is very  cheap. It can be dressed like com m on tea, pieces of 
the briquet being broken off for each dressing, bu t the nom ads 
often eat the  brick tea, that is broken  to  pieces, together with fat 
and w ater. T he dish looks so unpleasant, resem bling foul b lood, 
that I never ven tured  to  taste it. Tea is generally cooked in a 
chaidjush (tea-jug); this is filled w ith w ater and pu t in to  an open 
fire, and on  the w ater boiling u p  th rough  the narrow  neck, it is 
taken off the fire and the tea is poured  on, and then it is placed 
for som e m inutes over live coals to  draw . In all larger tow ns 
the Russian sam ovar is now  seen w here the tea is cooked in a 
p o t after the Russian custom . Before the arrival of the  Russians

N o s -k a d u h s  o f  e la o l i t e  a n d  m a rb le . T h a t  f a r th e s t  to  th e  r ig h t  o f m e ta l ,  r ic h ly  e n g r a v e d .  

N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n ’s  C o lle c t io n ,

the natives had an original sam ovar, only intended for boiling w ater 
and w ithout any platform  for the tea-pot. This sam ovar is em ployed 
side by side w ith the Russian, the latter superseding, of course, by 
degrees the original one.

Besides tea can be nam ed som e very  pernicious m eans of enjoy­
ment, nam ely drinking of opium, as m entioned under the batshas, 
and in num erous places sm oking of opium , b u t nearly everywhere 
secretly, an opium -sm oker being  m uch despised. A n intoxicating 
liquor, “ b en g ” is also m ade of flax. It is, how ever, rare in Bo­
khara, b u t com m on in Khiva from  w hich country it is introduced.

Tobacco sm oking is carried on, no t least by w om en; and they 
only know  the w ater-pipe (chillem). P o o r people often sm oke dried 
apricot leaves, and  if they  have n o t g o t any pipe, they  dig a hole 
in the earth for the leaves, and  after sticking a straw slantingly into
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th e  ho le , they  lie dow n  flat on  th e  g ro u n d  sucking  a t the straw. 
C h ew in g  tobacco  and  snuff (nos) is m ade of a m ixture of green 
o r yellow  tobacco , charcoal and  a little fat th a t is pulverized. It is 
k ep t in  the  dried  pum pkin  (nos-kaduh) and is never w an ting  in the 
belt of a B okhara m an. W ith  the fingers a sm all po rtion  is laid 
beh in d  the  fore teeth  in  th e  under jaw  and  a little is stuck up 
in to  th e  nose. It smells od iously  w herefore the  b reath  of Bokhara 
peo p le  is intolerable. It also destroys the palate and  the  gum s.



D R E S S

O
w i n g  to  the long  h o t sum m er in Bokhara the clothing is spe­

cially adapted to  this season; during the short w inter poor 
people are obliged to  bear up against the cold. But the great dif­

ference betw een the climate of the plains and lower valleys in the 
m ountains of East Bokhara and  tha t of the high valleys in W est 
Pam ir, of course, necessitates considerable varieties of lighter, airier 
stuffs and  heavier, w arm er. W hereas in the form er regions practi­
cally no w ool is em ployed for the dress itself, this is used to  a 
g reat extent in the higher m ountains, and whilst the use of fur 
in the low er tow ns of the oases is know n only in the depth  of 
w inter, and  even then  only b y  m ore well-to-do people, fur dresses 
are often w orn th roughou t the  year in the higher m ountain  valleys.

T he principle of dress is the  exact reverse of that of the E uro­
pean. It is nam ely adapted to  keep the head w arm and the back 
covered, w hilst breast, stom ach and  feet are exposed to  the cold 
or the changing w eather.

The original dresses are quite devoid of bu ttons, hooks and 
pockets, only a single hook-buckle being em ployed now  and  then. 
T he m en ’s sum m er garm ent consists of a shirt, pirän, of white 
cotton, low  at the neck and a little dow n the breast and here edged 
w ith braids of different colours, m ostly red. It reaches but little 
below  th e  stom ach, and  the sleeves are very  short. T he shirt is 
stuck dow n into  a pair of white, very  wide cotton trousers, only 
reaching the  knees. The trousers are tied round the w aist with a 
string in  a tuck, and  the  shirt to o  is fastened at the neck by  strings. 
O ver the  shirt is w orn a caftan, don  or ton , of coloured cotton, 
generally go ing  dow n to  the ankles. It is open  from  neck to  foot, 
has a so rt of high soldier’s collar and is edged  w ith a gay  braid-
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d in g  a t th e  neck and  dow n  to  the  feet and is tied  on the  breast
b y  tw o  strings. T he feet are stuck into a pair of leather galoches
(kaush) w ith  w o o d en  sole and  iron-binding. T he clean-shaven head  
is covered  b y  a small p o in ted  co tton  cap (kalapush), em broidered  

all over w ith coloured strings, it is g reen  
for those w ho have been  a t M ecca (Had- 
shi). R ound  the kalapush is w rapped  the 
tu rban  (sallä), originally on ly  consisting of 
a piece of muslin or co tton  of a  length 
of 14 feet, b u t now  the  length  of it often
rises to  abou t 50 feet. It is well know n
that the tu rban  is the pall of the  o rtho ­
d o x  M ussulm an w hich he alw ays has abou t 
him . It has to  be ro lled  up  every  eve­
n ing  after the prayer and rolled o n  again 
every  m orning, b u t th is is n o t d one  by  
all people and principally w ell-to-do people 
often have a special tu rb an  or night-cap, 
as it w ere, for this use, w hilst the  nicely 
ro lled  tu rbans w hen p u t off are placed 
aside ready  for pu tting  o n  the  head. A 
beautifully rolled tu rban  is an im portan t 
th ing  in Bokhara, and  it is considered  gen ­
teel to  w ear one as large as possible, ow ing 
to  a  fashion n o t unlike th a t w hich som e­
tim es prevails in E uropean  ladies’hats. The 
B okharan p roverb : “Sallä katta, pul y o k ” , 
large tu rban  and no m oney , is rather cha­
racteristic. Originally the  w hite tu rban  was 
the  special privilege of th e  spiritual m ul­
lahs, b u t now  it is also w orn  by  all of­
ficials and  functionaries, w hilst the others, 
Fukara, are only allow ed to  w ear tu rbans 
of stuffs striped w ith red  o r blue. T he 
E m ir and his highest dignitaries often w ear 
tu rbans of stuffs w rough t w ith  go ld  o r 
silver w hich looks very  nice. F o r  fastening 
the  caftan a long, rolled up, m any co lou ­
red  handkerchief, lungi, is em ployed  w hich 

is tied  or, to  pu t it m ore exactly, w rapped  round  the  w aist, and  in 
this handkerchief is kep t w hat the Europeans keep in  their pockets.

M a n 's  d r e s s  o f  g r e e n  v e lv e t  w i th  g o ld -  

b r o c a d e .  B e l t  s e t  w i th  p la te s  o i  s i lv e r  

a n d  g o ld  t o g e th e r  w i th  p r e c io u s  s to ­

n e s , v e r y  ra r e  a n d  c o s t ly . O n ly  to  

b e  w o r n  b y  t h e  v e r y  h ig h e s t  o ff ic ia ls , 

fo r  in s ta n c e ,  a n  A ta lu k  o r  K a s i-k a lä n  

o r  a  B e g  o f  h ig h  r a n k  in  o n e  o f  th e  

l a rg e r  p r o v in c e s .  N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n ­

h a g e n .  O lu fs e n ’s  C o lle c t io n .



Som etim es com m on w orking people have nothing else for their 
turban than this lungi which they  w rap round their kalapush on 
certain occasions.

In sum m er the ordinary Bokhara man does no t w ear more 
garm ents than those nam ed here, and on the poorest they often 
hang  in fringes and rags and cover neither one nor the other part 
of their bodies.

The rule is that the m ore well-to-do and higher in rank one 
is, the m ore garm ents does one pu t on both  sum m er and winter, 
and  the equipm ent can also 
be m ade finer within certain 
bounds, as special stuffs and 
w ays of equipm ent are re­
served for the officials. These 
bounds are no t m arked out 
distinctly, b u t nevertheless 
everybody know s to  which 
length he can carry m atters 
w ithout risking a conflict 
with the Rais w ho w ould 
imm ediately confiscate the 
inadmissable garm ents and 
im pose penalties in to  the 
bargain.

As a rule, the fairly well- 
to-do citizen w ears tw o caf­
tans, one over the other, 
the officials always, and if 
the Bokharan w ants to  make m uch of a guest he pu ts on  both  4, 
5 and 6, according to  his m eans. Thus one day w hen I visited 
the D ivam begi of Bokhara unannounced, he only w ore the com­
m on tw o caftans, b u t after having exchanged the usual, ever so 
long  salutations, he im m ediately ordered  several fine caftans to  be 
fetched w hich a servant p u t on him , while he observed to  me: “ I 
pu t on these, because you, m y dear guest, have arrived.” By de­
grees he had becom e a real m ountain  of rustling silk, so that he 
was hardly  able to  sit dow n.

To be elegant the  caftans m ust absolutely rustle, like the silk 
petticoats of Parisian ladies; consequently  heavy silk is very  much 
liked for the garm ents and if the  velvet caftans em broidered with 
gold are w orn over the others, there m ust always be several of



silk w ithin . T hose w ho canno t afford to  buy  silk, p rov ide caftans 
of a so rt of glazed hem p stuff tha t also rustles as lo n g  as it is new .

A  m an of h igh rank  thus equipped  w ith a real sto re  of caftans, 
th e  sleeves of w hich are, b y  the w ay, always tw ice as long  as the 
arm s, is, of course, quite unable to  do any  w ork  of im portance; he 
is ba th ed  in sw eat in  sum m er and  can only m ove slowly, b u t it

T w o  p a t te r n s  o f B o k h a ra n  v e lv e t  (w h ite , g r e e n ,  y e l lo w  a n d  re d ),

N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's  c o l le c t io n .

is, indeed, a sign of a low, social degree to  w alk at a g rea t pace.
T hus w alking in the bazars of Bokhara with m y  friend, the Bo­
kharan attache M irza A bdul K hader Beg and taking ho ld  of his arm  
to  ask  him  to  hurry  on, he  always smilingly resisted, w hispering: 
“D o  w alk slowly, or they  will n o t believe in the bazar tha t w e are 
people of quality .”

T he circumstance that the high rank of a m an is show n b y  his 
m any caftans, of course, has th e  effect that p oo r peop le  ape. It is 
therefore a com m on thing th a t on  a m an buying a new  caftan he
lets the old rags hang w ithin, and if one gives a new  caftan to  a



lazzarone, it is im possible to  persuade him to  throw  aw ay the old 
one. T he caftans of co tton  or silk are lined w ith a th inner or 
thicker layer of w adding  according to the season. O f late many 
people em ploy  Russian cloth, mäl, for the caftans. The well-to-do 
Bokharan keeps his caftans well ironed.

In B okhara the caftan is often used as a presen t; it is nam ely

T w o  p a t te r n s  o f B o k h a r a n  s i lk  (y e llo w , b lu e  a n d  re d ). 

N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n ’s  c o l le c t io n .

considered an honour to  receive such a one. If conten t w ith one’s 
servant one  gives him  a caftan, and  on  visiting a w ell-to-do Bo­
khara m an, one is an  unw elcom e guest, if one or several caftans 
are n o t p resen ted . A t m y num erous visits to  Begs and  other of­
ficials I received an endless num ber of caftans, w ith the advantage 
that I could  again use them  as presents either for o ther Begs or 
for m y servants.

O ver the  proper caftans (don) they  w ear on travels a w ide 
caftan, chapan, of yellowish brow n cam el’s w ool as over-cloak, rain- 
or d u s t-co a t to  shelter the finer caftans from  the hard  w ear on



horseback . A  pair of over-trousers, chalvar, generally of velvet w ith 
silver- o r  go ld-brocade or of yellow  tanned  sk in , b raided  in diffe­
ren t co lou rs are also w orn  by  rich people on travels. T he latter 
are also w orn  b y  the so-ca lled  D jigits w ho are of g rea t im por­
tance in  the  w hole of C entral Asia. T hey  serve as orderlies, 
g u id es , escort; they  pass their w hole life on horseback , unw illing 
to  un d ertak e  any  o ther physical w ork  than to  ride and  in case of 
n eed  take arm s.

B re e c h e s  (c h a lv a r )  o f b lu e  v e lv e t  w i th  g o ld -b ro c a d e .  W o r n  b y  th e  E m ir  a n d  o f f ic ia ls  o f h ig h  ra n k .

N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's  C o lle c t io n .

T o th e  dress of the  w ell-to-do m an also belong  b oo ts  or, to  
pu t it m ore exactly, a sort of long  leather stockings w ithou t soles; 
they  reach  below  the knee, are stuck dow n into the  galoches, and 
are, as a rule, adorned  w ith b rocade o r leather in d ifferent colours. 
T he rich officials and the  E m ir often w ear such b o o ts  of gold- or 
silver-brocade, and  on entering a house  or a m osque, th e  galoches 
are p laced a t the door. If, by chance, one of the  galoches com es 
to  lie b o tto m  up, it is a sign tha t o n e ’s wife is false, and  if it is 
the  case w ith bo th  of them , she has run aw ay w ith  an o th er m an. 
A nd in  th is respect a B okhara m an is n o t to  be jo k e d  w ith.

L ong  boo ts of black leather, yellow  tanned  leather o r lac, yetik ,



of a form  resem bling the E uropean  are also w orn by  the inhabi­
tants of the  cities, b u t m ore rarely. T hey are rem arkable for their 
exceedingly high and poin ted  heels som etim es m ade of a hart’s 
ho rn ; they  have broad  or po in ted  toes and are very uncom fortable. 
Stockings, jiiräb, are rare; only in a few places in the Pam ir val­
leys are long  w oollen stockings, adorned  w ith m any different pat­
terns kn itted  (see O lufsen: V akhan and  G aran. L ondon. Heinem ann),

F r o m  th e  le f t  t o  th e  r i g h t :  m a n ’s  b o o t s  w i th  a h o r n  fo r  h e e l .  W o m a n ’s  b o o ts  w i th  c o lo u re d  le a ­

th e r n  d e c o r a t io n s .  C h i ld 's  b o o ts .  O v e r  t h e s e  w o m a n ’s  b o o t s  w o o d e n  g a lo c h e s  a r e  w o r n .

N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu fs e n s  C o lle c t io n .

otherw ise som e people w ear short socks only reaching the ankles, 
as, for instance, the Turkom ans. Instead of stockings long cotton 
strips are used  that are w rapped round  the feet and tw isted round 
the legs before pu tting  on the long  leather stockings or yetiks, or 
the bare feet are stuck in to  the galoches.

Instead of the  lungi of the com m on man, vaiying, according to 
his means, from  a piece of simple cotton  to  a large shawl that can 
be tw isted four or five times ro u n d  the  waist, the officials w ear w oven 
silk belts, kam arband, adorned w ith large, ham m ered o u t plates of 
silver o r gold, often set w ith precious stones, or the plates consist



of steel o r  iron w ith  th reads of go ld  or silver ham m ered  in. If 
one  is w ell up  in B okharan affairs one m ay soon  guess the rank 
of th e  p e rso n  concerned from  the appearance of the belt, for w hilst 
a M irzabäshi is never seen w ith  anyth ing  b u t ham m ered  ou t plates 
of silver on his belt, a Bi, P aravanatshi o r D ivam begi alw ays dis­
p lays considerable sp lendour in tha t respect. T he rule is tha t the

B e lts  a n d  b u c k le s  f o r  B o k h a r a n  o f f ic ia ls .  T h e  b e l t s  th e m s e lv e s  a r e  o f  w o v e n  s i lk .  T h e  u p p e r m o s t  

is  p r o v id e d  w ith  p la te s  o f s i lv e r ,  th e  tw o  in  th e  m id d le  a r e  a d o r n e d  w i th  b u c k le s  o f  s te e l  h a m m e r e d  

in  w i th  s i lv e r .  T h e  lo w e s t  b e l t  is  o f  s i lv e r  w i th  c o v e r in g  o f g o ld  a n d  s e t  w i th  la r g e  tu r q u o i s e s ;  r a re  

s p e c im e n  a n d  v e r y  v a lu a b le .  N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu fs e n ’s  C o l le c t io n ,

belts are given to  the officials b y  the E m ir's G overnm en t as part 
of a so rt of uniform , b u t if an  official buys him self a belt, he 
know s very  well, in w hat category  he m ust abide, although  there  
are no  fixed degrees of distinction.

A m ong  trinkets finger rings bear a p rom inent p a rt; every  re ­
spectable m an has a t least one silver ring w ith a plate of lapis lazuli, 
no t on ly  because the blue stone , like the  tu rquo ise , is a  charm  
against the evil eye, bu t principally because the ring  in  w h o se  plate 
the m an ’s nam e is engraved, is his seal w hich he m ust always 
have a t hand  to  attach to  letters, contracts etc., w hich th en  are



valid in law. Very few are, indeed , able to write their nam e, to  
say no th ing  of m ore. The natives w ear m any other rings of silver, 
gold  or brass w ith various stones. M ost of them  are roughly  made 
and  often of a very uncom fortable size.

T w o  d o u b le  k n iv e s ,  t h e  fo r m e r  a  K a ra ta g h  k n i f e  w i th  s h e a th s  o f  w o v e n  s i lk ,  t h e  o th e r  w i th  s i lv e r-  

m o u n te d  s h e a th s ,  a r e  s ig n s  f o r  th e  E m i r 's  c o o k ,  a  s m a l l  K a ra ta g h - k n ife , a  w h e ts to n e  w ith  t a p  o f 

s i lv e r  d e c o ra te d  w i th  tu r q u o is e s ,  w i th  s h e a th ;  c o m m o n  B o k h a r a n  k n ife  h a m m e r e d  in  w i th  th r e a d s  o f 

s i lv e r ,  u s e d  b o th  a s  a  to o l  a n d  a  w e a p o n .  N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's  C o lle c t io n .

As a charm  against diseases and  other evils m any w ear the so- 
called doppe, a cylinder of silver often set w ith precious stones for 
keeping slips of paper w ith passages of the  Koran. These doppes hang 
in a string ro und  the neck o r are sew ed on the caftan or the kalapush.



S o m e  peop le  dye their nails and  beard  w ith h e n n a ; the  fashion 
is m o st com m on am ong the T adjiks, bu t is n o t considered  genteel, 
an d  m o st peop le  only  dye  the ir nails.

Instead  of the caftans of g ay  co tton  the  nom ads w ear yellow ish 
b ro w n  o n es of cam el’s w ool, o r they  are dressed in fur-caftans of
sheep-skin  w ith  the w ool innerm ost, all the  year ro und . T heir head ­

dress, like th a t of the 
Kirghiz, is often a cap 
of black sheep-skin, 
chelpak, and  their 
b o o ts , like those of 
the K irghiz, are of 
yellow ish b row n leath­
er w ith  po in ted  toes 
tu rned  upw ard . The 
m ountain  peop le  w ear 
w hite w oollen  caftans 
and b row n  or w hite 
w oollen tro u sers , and 
fur is w o rn  all the 
year ro u n d  especially 
by  p o o r  people. The 
boots of th e  m ountain  
people are generally  
a sort of soft long  
boots w ith  th in  soles, 
m ore particularly  a  so rt 
of leather stockings, 
fastened ro u n d  the 
ankles b y  gaily co ­
loured  strings.

T he w in te r garm en t 
is a fur-cloak, postun, w orn  over the  lighter caftans, it is generally  
of sheep-skin, b u t w olf’s skin, skin  of otter, fox o r O vis Poli is also 
w orn. T he tu rban  is replaced b y  a cap of coloured velvet edged  
w ith fur, and  the  nom ads have large h o ods w ith  ear-laps lined w ith  
w olf’s or fox’s skin. The large, h igh  fur-cap, chugerm a, is on ly  w o rn  
by  the T urkom ans and  m ore rarely  b y  those  Bokharized.

T he B okhara m an often carries a real arsenal of different o b ­
jects suspended  by  a leather strap  ro u n d  his w aist u n d e r his lungi, 
such as purses for tobacco , m oney , the  indispensable razor for

B o k lia ra n  s w o rd . T h e  le f t  o n e  is  o f  P e r s ia n  fo rm , th e  r ig h t  o n e  

is  th e  o r ig in a l  T u r k i s h - B o k h a r a n  s w o rd ,

{ O lu fse n s  p r iv a te  c o l le c t io n ) .



shaving his head , and the nom ads especially are always furnished 
w ith tinder-box , aw ls, ham m er, pow der, shot-bags, w hetstone etc.
A dd to  th is the indispensable knife, bytshak (pshak as it is shortly
p ronounced) w hich everybody has in 
his belt. E verybody m ay be said to  
be arm ed and to  be  unarm ed, too, 
the knife being m ore a too l than  a 
w eapon, bu t, of course, it is also used 
as the latter. The larger kinds of knives, 
kard, tha t have often m agnificent D a ­
m ascus blades, ham m ered in w ith
threads of silver and gold, and sheaths 
m ounted  w ith silver and gold  and  set 
with turquoises and other precious
stones are exclusively m eant as w ea­
pons, b u t are now  only w orn b y  cou r­
tiers; they  are a sign of their dignity, 
a sort of cerem onial w eapon, like the 
axe, ai-balta, form erly used in war, bu t 
now  only carried b y  a  M irshab in fron t 
of the procession of the Emir or his 
prim e m inister or on the  reception of 
a guest of quality.

The m eans of-defence and offence, 
now  old-fashioned in Europe, such as 
shirt of m ail, (säghut), b reast-p la te  
(chär-äina), shield (kalkän), and spear 
have now , to o , becom e obsolete in 
B okhara; th is equipm ent was used for 
the last tim e against the Russians w hen 
they  conquered the country. These 
things w ere of excellent w orkm an­
ship. T he shirts of mail consisted of M a n ’s d r e s s  (w in te r )  o i  s k in  o i  O v is  ГоИ .

riv p tp d  r in <79 th e  h re a s t-n la te  o f  l ip h t  Tlle cap (che|Pa1'> is velvef line<l wi,h fllr r iv e ie u  rin g b , UK ш е а м р і с ш ;  u i  Jig u i The tro u se rs  ftrcllow  tan n ed  O v ls  Poli) are

steel-p lates ЯСІОГП6СІ w ith  thresus o f  e m b r o id e r e d  w i th  s i lk .  T h e  w o o d e n  g a lo -

crolrl and silver the shields w ere of ch' 5 for the lc',ther stDl:kl,1s5 arE lacking.g o iu  d liu  Ы1Ѵ С1, U1C ЫПСШ5 w c ic  и  Nat. дю*. al Copenhagen. Oluben's Collect.
thick pressed  leather and furnished
w ith steel-plates, the spears w ere short, having, as a rule, four edges.

O utside the  arm y w hich is now  m odernized in im itation of the 
Russian, the w eapons of defence and offence are now  matchlocks, 
miltyk, with a fork fixed to  the barrel for sticking into the g round



or th e  g u n  of the  sam e form  (chakm ak-m iltyk), the  horse-pistol, 
to p an d sh a , w ith  flintlock, and  th e  sw ord , kylydsh o r  kilidsh, the 
orig inal B okharan  is curved  and  w ithou t a bow . F u rth e r they

T w o  c e re m o n ia l  h a t c h e t s , th e  h e lv e  o f  th e  le f t  o n e  is  o f s i lv e r  a n d  d e c o r a te d  w ith  tu r q u o is e s ,  th e  

r ig h t  o n e  h a s  a n  e n g r a v e d  b ra s s  h e lv e , t h e  b la d e  i s  h a m m e r e d  in  w ith  th r e a d s  o f  g o ld .  T h e  th r e e  

k n iv e s  (k a rd )  w i th  s i lv e r - m o u n te d  s h e a th s ,  s e t  w i th  p re c io u s  s to n e s  a n d  d a m a s k e e n e d  b la d e s  a r e  w e a ­

p o n s  u s e d  b y  th e  E m ir 's  c o u r tie r s  a n d  h ig h e r  o ff ic ia ls . N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu fs e n s  C o lle c t io n .

use the  Persian curved sw ords w ith  a bow  and the A fghan  w ith  the 
basket-form ed hilt; the latter have been  in troduced from  th e  several 
countries.

As in th e  neighbouring countries the bow  w as u sed  far into 
the last century  bo th  as a w arlike and  a hunting  w eapon  of w hich 
m any old Begs w hom  I visited could speak, hav ing  them selves



seen the  walls and  tow ers of the castles set with archers. In the 
rem ote regions in the m ountains they, of course, w ere used  longer 
than elsewhere, and  in 1896 the inhabitants of Vakhan w ere armed 
w ith long  bow s during their first negotiations with m e, until they 
becam e aw are tha t I was no t ben t upon  mischief. D uring  m y jour­
ney  tow ards the north  th rough  the  Pam ir valleys I often saw  the 
bow  used as a fowling-piece. T hese bow s which had a length of 2 
and  3 m etres, w ere strung  w ith tw o strings of gut, at their m iddle 
held toge ther by  a piece of leather. In the latter w ere placed small 
round  stones that w ere flung w ith g rea t force and precision. I never

S h ie ld s  o f  le a th e r  m a s s  b o i le d  to g e th e r  p r o v id e d  w ith  o r n a m e n ts  o f  s te e l  w h ic h  o n  th e  s h ie ld  to  

t h e  le f t  a r c  h a m m e r e d  in w i th  th r e a d s  o f  g o ld .  N a t,  M u s , a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n ’s  C o lle c t io n .

saw  arrow s in use, and the natives declared that they d id  n o t know  
anything abou t them , b u t in bygone tim es they have been em ployed, 
according to  the statem ents of older trustw orthy  Begs.

As a curiosity m ay be m entioned  that it makes a B okhara man 
smile, seeing a E uropean w ith a travelling bag hanging on his sto­
m ach from  a strap round  his neck. T he only people w ho carry a 
bag, a little one of w oven  stuff in a strap across their shoulder, 
are nam ely, as a rule, the  beggars. If the bag hangs dow n behind, 
it signifies that it is full, or that the person  concerned does no t 
w ant anything. But if it hangs on  the stom ach, it m eans tha t the 
father of the  person concerned is dead, and that he is now  under 
the necessity of begging.

The w om en’s dress consists of a sm ock, like the m en ’s shirt 
low  at the  neck and adorned  w ith  strings of different colours. It



D R E S S

I  reaches to  the  m iddle of the th igh and  has short
sleeves. O n  the shoulders tw o triangular cloth 

■ cases, tum ar, hang  in strings in w hich w ritten
copies of p rayers are kep t or passages from  the 
K oran serv ing  as am ulettes. T he sm ock is of co t­
ton or silk according to  the m eans of the  w om an 
concerned. T he sm ock is stuck in to  a pair of 
w ide trousers generally of b lue, red  o r w hite 
cotton. T he trousers are narrow ed below  and 
very  long, hanging  in folds ro und  their ankles. 
T hey are fastened by cords in tucks round  the 
waist, the  cords often end in long  w oollen  and  
silk tassels. O ver the sm ock a sm all jacket of 

. coloured co tton  or silk is w orn  w hich covers
the band  of the trousers. W ithin d o o rs  the  w o ­
m en often w ear a com m on sho rt m an ’s caftan 
over the  jacket, bu t in the open  air the large 
square black horse-hair’s veil (chasband) is placed 
before the face and  fastened above to  a small 
round  kalapush (cotton w ith  a g a y  braid ing  or 
velvet w ith gold-brocade) that covers the  head. 
O thers fasten the veil to  a head-dress w hich w ith 
the  m ore w ell-to-do is of silk and  w ith  an  edging 
of gold-brocade round  the forehead. . O ver the 
w hole is th row n the long  b lue cloak, farandje, 
shaped at the  top  like a so rt of h o o d  for cover­
ing the h ead , and below  alm ost reaching the 
ground. T he feet are covered by  a pair of kaush 
like those of the m en or b y  em broidered  leather 

shoes o r gold-brocade shoes w ith  po in ted  toes, o r th ey  w ear soft 
leather stockings like the m en w hich they stick in to  the galoches, 
w hen o u t of doors. W ithin doors and especially in sum m er the

B o k h a r a n  m a tc h lo c k  (M il- 

ty k )  w i th  fo r k . N a t.  M u s. 

a t C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's  

C o lle c t io n .

T w o - s tr in g e d  b o w s  fo r  s h o o t in g  w i th  s m a l l  s to n e s .  T h e s e  a r e  f r o m  V a k h a n ;  b u t  th e  s a m e  s p e c ie s  

w a s  u s e d  in  th e  n o r th e r n  B o k h a ra n  P a m ir  v a l le y s  d u r in g  m y  v is i t  h e r e  in  1 8 9 6 .

N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu fs e n ’s C o lle c t io n .



w om en often w ear only a pair of trousers or a light short caftan 
over the latter. In the  country  and in the m ountains a pair of 
w hite co tton  trousers and a caftan of the sam e stuff is generally the 
w hole sum m er garm ent of the w om en. The feet, bare in summ er,

C o a l  o f  m a il ,  s p e a r s  a n d  b r e a s t - p la te  h a m m e r e d  in  w i th  th r e a d s  o f  go ld »
N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's  C o lle c t io n ,

are in w in ter stuck in to short leather boots or into som e of the 
sam e form  as those  w orn  b y  the  m en. T he w om en’s head-dress 
in the  Pam ir valleys and several neighbouring  regions is a small 
w hite cap n o t unlike our travelling-caps, or they w ear in  the  country 
a handkerchief for w rapping abou t their head, and serving bo th  as

O l u f se n :  B o k h a r a .  3 1



head -d ress  and  for h iding the ir face on  the arrival of strange men. 
In S h u g n an  and  R oshan the  w om en , as a rule, w ear the above 
nam ed  jacket as over-dress and  on  to p  of th is they  th row  a shawl
ov er h ead  and shoulders. In w inter the w om en as the  m en w ear

fur-cloaks or several caftans lined  w ith thick 
layers of w adding. It is the  rule tha t the 
unm arried  w om en are principally dressed  in 
red  garm ents and the m arried in blue. T he 
w om en  are very fond of pain ting  their cheeks 
w ith  red  dye w hilst the eyebrow s are black­
ened  and  the hair sm eared w ith  oil. The 
unm arried  w om en w ear their hair loose  dow n 
their backs, bu t the m arried ones w ear it 
hang ing  dow n their backs in fo u r lo n g  plaits. 
As long  plaits are considered v ery  beautiful,
the  length  is often added  to  b y  plaiting in­
to the  hair black w oollen strings w hich end 
in tassels w ith silver cylinders and  silver 
o rnam ents of different co lours; som etim es 
beads of glass, corals or lapis lazuli are 
s trung  on the strings. Their w eigh t is often 
several pounds w hich one w o u ld  th ink  very  
inconvenien t w ear. A s far as they  can af­
ford  it, the w om en w ear no en d  of trinkets 
in the form  of hair-pins of go ld  and  silver 
hang ing  dow n coquettishly u n d e r the  kala­
p ush , necklaces of corals, silver- or gold- 
plates often w ound  ro und  th e  neck a score 
of tim es and  hanging dow n u p o n  the breast, 
heavy neck- and breast-ornam ents of silver- 
plates, o n  w hich are precious stones o r glass, 
held to g e th er b y  chains, a d o p p e  of go ld  or 

_ , ,  „ , „ silver fastened on each side of the  breast,
C o m p le te B o k h a r a n w o m a n  s d r e s s  j *  1 1 • . ,
f o r o u t- d o o r  u s e . T h e  l o n g  f a r a n d j t  G X C G G Q i n g l y  I t U g C  G 3 T “ r i n g S  w i t h  C O f ä l s  h ä n g -

is draw n away from the  head-dress, jng  dow n. Corals (m ardyan) ЭГв Of the
s o  th a t  t h e  d ia d e m  o f g o ld - b r o c a d e  j . i  r  r  1 i n
m a y  b e  s e e n . N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n -  § ^ 6 ä t 6 S t  V ä i U G  Т О Г  І6 Г Г Ш І 6  O r f l S f f i G n t , '  t l l 6 y  Я Г 6

hagen. oidsen'sCollection, b ro u g h t from  China over lan d , an d  m ag­

nificent specim ens bo th  in w hite and  red 
are seen in all bazars. T he m ore  w ell-to-do w om en  w ear o n  their 
b reast o r  at the band  of their trousers the  so-called B isä th e-k o b b ä; 
its u p p er part resem bles the  to p  of the  cupola of a m o sq u e , is



W o m a n 's  h e a d -k e r c h ie f  o f  s i lk  w i th  g o ld - b r o c a d c .  I t  is  f o ld e d  t o g e th e r  a n d  la id  o v e r  th e  h e a d  s o  th a t  

t h e  fo r e h e a d  is  e n c irc le d  b y  t h e  g o ld  b a n d .  N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's  C o lle c t io n .

Б о р р ё  o f  s h e l la c  l a id  w i th  a  th in  c o v e r in g  o f  g o ld  a n d  

a d o r n e d  w ith  t u r q u o is e s  a n d  ru b ie s .  A  M a h o m e d a n  p ra y e r  

o r  e x o r c is m  is  m e l te d  d o w n  in  t h e  s h e l la c .  I t  is  w o r n  b y  th e  

w o m e n  o n  th e i r  b r e a s t  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e m  a g a in s t  e v i l  s p ir i ts .

B o k h a ra n  lo o m . O n  t h i s  r ib b o n s  a n d  b e l t s  a n d  s t r i n g s  t o  b e  p la i t e d  in to  th e  h a i r  a r e  w o v e n , 

N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's  C o lle c t io n .



generally  of silver and set w ith turquoises; dow n from  the cupola 
hang  in silver chains tw eezers, ear-pick, tooth-picks etc., all of silver.

The poor w om en in 
the coun try  and in 
the m ountains w ear 
necklaces of apri­
cot kernels, beads 
of glass, cherry-sto ­
nes, roughly  cut p ie­
ces o i lapis lazuli etc. 
A p ro p er change of 
fashion is ou t of the 
question in Bokhara.

T he children are 
in the main dressed 
like the adults; d u ­
ring the ho ttest sum ­
m er season the boys 
are often quite na­
ked, their only  dress 
is an am ulet, a per­
forated  stone  or a 
piece of horn  in a 
string round  the 
neck. T hey do not 
w ear turbans until at 
an age of 10 and 12 
years; at Bokhara, 
how ever, the small 
sons of people of 
quality  are often 
seen w ith a large tu r­
ban w hen  younger, 
w hich looks ex­
trem ely  funny. A s 
soon  as the girls 
en ter the age of

W o m e n ’s  t r i n k e t s  o f  s i lv e r ,  p a r t ly  w i th  c o v e r in g  o f  g o ld  o r n a m e n te d  m d t l l r i t v  th C V  З Г 0  
w i th  c o r a ls ,  t u r q u o is e s  a n d  o th e r  p r e c io u s  s to n e s .  T h e  tw o  u p p e r m o s t  .  -  ’ .  ^

in  th e  m id d le  a re  b re a s t -  a n d  n e c k - o r n a m e n ts ,  t h e  lo w e s t  o n e  a  v e r y  K O p t  3 W 3 V  І Г О Ш  1 П 6  

ra re  a n d  b e a u t if u l  b i s ä th e - k o b b ä .  T h e  o th e r s  a r c  e a r - o r n a m e n ts .  b 0 V S  a n d  ЗГР n o t  
N a t. M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's  C o l le c t io n .  *

allow ed to  appear



ou t of doors w ithout a veil; still, the veiling is not strictly main­
tained ou tside the  larger tow ns. T hey  avoid the eye of strange 
m en by fly ing into the houses, tu rn ing  aw ay their faces, ly ing dow n 
on the g ro u n d  or th row  
ing a handkerchief, or 
w hatever they  m ay have 
at hand over their head; 
then, indeed, o ther parts 
of the b o d y  are often 
laid • b a re , b u t they  do 
n o t seem  to  care m uch 
abou t th is, if only the 
face is h idden. T he hair 
of the small boys is close­
ly cropped in a strip from 
the  forehead to  the  nape 
of the neck, w hilst it 
hangs dow n in long  tufts 
on the sides of the head.
The small girls have their 
cheeks painted w ith a red 
dye; this is hardly ever 
forgotten, bu t the cleans­
ing of the  head and  the 
longe loose hair, as a rule 
full of sores and  verm ins 
leaves m uch to  be de­
sired. It is a com m on 
th ing  to  see tw o chil­
d ren sitting on  the flat 
roofs and  freeing each 
o ther from  verm ins du ­
ring  w hich process they 
behave exactly  like tw o 
m onkeys (maimun).

W o m e n ’s  t r in k e t s .  T h e  th r e e  lo n g  b la c k  s t r i n g s  w i th  o rn a m e n ts  

o f s i lv e r  a r e  u s e d  f o r  p la i t in g  in to  th e  h a ir .  T h e  tw o  sm a ll  

g o ld e n  t r in k e t s  w i th  p e a c o c k 's  fe a th e r s  a r e  h a ir - p in s ,  p la c e d  

o n  th e  s id e s  o f t h e  h e a d , s o  t h a t  th e  t r i n k e t  tu r n s  d o w n ­

w a rd . T h e  b u n c h  t o  th e  r ig h t  is  a  n e c k -c h a in  w i th  jo in e d  

l i n k s  o l  g o ld  o r n a m e n te d  w i th  tu r q u o is e s .  T h e  e a r th e n  b a ll  

a n d  th e  P e r s ia n  fo r m  o f  a  w o o d e n  p ip e  a r e  c h i l d r e n 's  to y s .

N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu fs e n ’s  C o lle c t io n .



A G R IC U LTU R E, G A R D E N IN G , C U LTIV A TED  PLA N T S

A
g r i c u l t u r e  and garden ing  can only  thrive by  m eans of artificial 
. irrigation. In a few places, for instance in K arategin, the rain 
can keep  a few fields alive, b u t these regions are so  un im portan t 

com pared to  the w hole that w e m ay leave them  o u t of consideration. 
T he old saying that the w eather is the real farmer, is n o t relevant 
in B okhara; here all cultivation is attained by  irrigating th e  yellow  
or yellow ish g rey  loess, and if th is is done well, the  w ell-know n
sentence of M oham m ed: “ P lan t a stick in the yellow  earth , w ater
it, and  nex t year you  will have a tree ,” m ay be said to  ho ld  good  
for Bokhara too . Even the  spring rain, w hich now  and  then  sets 
in w ith violent torrents, is n o t looked  upon  by  the B okhara m an 
as beneficial ow ing to  its softening the loess so m uch , th a t the 
p lants often lose their hold, and  because it im pedes in tercourse to  
a considerable degree. A  w in ter w ith plentiful snowfall in  the  m o u n ­
tains, so  tha t the rivers get p len ty  of water, is the desire of the
agriculturist; for then he only  has to  keep the  canals in order, so
tha t he  can lead so m uch w ater to  each kind of plants as the
latter require. If he is skilled in this art that is han d ed  dow n from  
father to  son, and if he prepares the  earth w ell, the sum m er m ay
for him  be as dry as it likes.

W hereever there is earth , th is is favourable to  cultivation; the 
quality depends upon  the larger o r smaller thickness of the  stratum . 
Especially in the m ountains w here the loess stratum  covers the 
loose disintegrated m ountain rubbish, it is generally v ery  thin, so tha t 
the stones can be seen in the fields w hich adds to  the  difficulty 
of preparing the soil and dim inishes the proceeds of the  harvest 
contrary to w hat is the case in the  plains o r in the b ro ad e r valleys 
w here the  stratum  of loess is thick and quite devoid of stones.



As a fact, no  other cultivated fields in Bokhara can be taken 
into account than those irrigated b y  canals, ariks, cut from  the rivers, 
a sporadical cultivation w ithout canalisation only takes place in low- 
lying regions here and there at the  foot of the m ountains, or the 
natives attem pt cultivation in an  otherw ise dry  place after much 
snow  and spring rain, but these latter fields are of very  slight im­
portance com pared to  those of the o ther kind.

It will be easily seen from  the m ap that the cultivated localities 
in th e  m ountains are situated on the smaller m ountain stream s that 
run dow n to  the main rivers, and  on ly  in the plains o r low er val­
leys are the  oases found on the m ain river. W hen the  m ountain 
stream s w ith their strong  fall have attained a certain volum e, they 
carry along w ith them  at high w ater w hat has been deposited  on 
the banks during  the dry  season; the  w ater excavates the valleys, 
frost and w ater cracks the rocky g round, so that blocks of stone 
of the size of houses rush dow n into the river w here m asses of 
fine sand are deposited; at low  w ater the sand dries up and, 
caught by the strong w inds w hich blow  th rough  the valleys, it is 
borne all over the neighbourhood im peding the form ation of arable 
soil on the  m ain rivers. N or are the natives w ith their primitive 
tools able to  regulate the rapid m ountain  stream s w hich w ould  require 
em bankm ents and locks of a v e iy  solid structure. O nly in the  plain 
w here the A m u, Serafshan etc. slacken their pace, does the primitive 
canalisation succeed, bu t even here all the  canals are destroyed  by 
the current at very  high water, w hen  they  becom e filled w ith  sand 
from the river or loess from the fields.

A  m ap of a sm aller scale seem s to  show  that som e villages in 
the m ountains lie close to  the m ain river, but here the  m ap de­
ceives us. The village is always situated at som e distance on a 
sm aller tribu tary  by  w hich its fields are w atered. The latter are 
situated on  terraces over w hich the  w ater can flow in ditches cut 
from  the small m ountain b rook  w hich the inhabitants are able to 
dam  up by  m eans of an easily built dike. T he slow current of the 
w ater w hen  it stream s out over the terrace prevents rough  particles 
from the m ountains from  being carried along; a t m ost the  fine loess 
is led ou t over the  fields, b u t the w ater has time enough to  be 
cleared so th a t it becom es drinkable too . M ost of the tributaries 
form  on their ou tle t in to  the m ain river a delta w here the tributary 
divides into an  .endless num ber of arm s, b u t these deltas are al­
w ays filled by  deposits of stones and  gravel in such quantities as 
to  render all cultivation im possible. T he delta territory of the  tribu­



taries h as th e  forift of a developed  conic surface w here the  to p  is 
a t th e  beg inn ing  and  the  fo o t on the main river. T he w hole region 
is v e ry  like m aterial th row n  o u t from  a shaft in the  rock w hen  the 
m any  arm s flow  o u t over the  curved surface of the  half-conus on 
the ir w ay  dow n to  the  m ain river.

B o th  the  m ethod  of irrigation and  the  adm inistration are ex ­
ceedingly  old-fashioned; every th ing  goes on as in  days of yore, 
and  in  th is respect, as well as in m any others, B okhara can justly  
b e  said  to  have m ade no p rogress during  the last thousand  years. 
T he principal reason is the  arbitrariness of the G o v ern m en t in B o­
khara as in o ther O riental realm s. N obody  has considered  his p ro ­
perty  safe any  longer than it pleased the Em ir o r his d ignitaries; 
for practically all the  g ro u n d  belongs to  the  Emir, and  th e  righ t 
no t u su rp ed  b y  the Emirs on  accoun t of the  large distances betw een 
the various parts of the realm , has devolved upon  the  Begs in the  
p rovinces w ho are even now  independen t rulers; if on ly  the  taxes 
are paid  in due tim e and abundan tly  to  the Emir, the  B egs are never 
checked b y  the  G overnm ent at Bokhara-i-Sherif in u sing  their d e ­
spotic pow er.

F o r  th is very  reason m ost agriculturists take no  m ore trouble 
than  is strictly necessary, and  only  for those w ho are in  possession  
b o th  of the  g round  and of th e  pow er in the  coun try  does an in ­
tense agriculture pay. T he fields and  gardens w hich be long  to  the 
Emir, th e  church p roperty  and  the  m ore considerable A ksakals in 
the  tow n  are often carefully tended , and the gardens are som etim es 
real m odels, abounding  w ith fruit and  flow ers; for these  authorities 
feel m ore safe than the com m on farmer, and , besides, they  use 
their influence to  secure privileges of irrigation, so th a t their fields 
receive w ater w hen it is fit for vegetation , w hilst th e  o thers are 
obliged to  wait. Som e tow ns o r farms have obtained from  the Em ir 
a privilege of a fixed am ount of w ater, and then  o therw ise arable 
stretches in  the neighbourhood  canno t be tilled, n o t because there 
is no t w ater enough for ex tending  the arable territory , b u t because 
the ow ner of the  privilege does n o t like to  be troub led  b y  others 
in m aking use of the water.

In the  East B okharan m ountains, in Karategin, in the  valleys of 
W est P am ir it m ight at first sigh t look  as if the g ro u n d  w ere culti­
vated  w ith great care on each m ountain  terrace w here the re  is a 
layer of earth ; bu t a closer exam ination show s tha t extensive arable 
stretches are no t tilled, to  say  no th ing  of the large territo ries in  the  
plain an d  at the foot of the  m ountains w hich could be  cultivated



if the G overnm ent w ere m ore settled  and the w ater tu rned  to  profit­
able account; now , w ith the prim itive irrigation the neighbouring 
region has n o t the  full benefit of th e  water.

A  m odern  agriculture w ith firm em bankm ents, locks and reser­
voirs and  adm inistrated in a fairly ju s t m anner w ould in B okhara be 
able to  feed a population, at least three tim es larger o r even more. 
Recently there are several cases w here land, form erly w aste, has 
becom e cultivated by  m eans of canalisation. A m odern  irrigation 
w ould  also take advantage of th e  nether course of the A m u D arya 
to  a m uch greater extent than now .

A ccording to  Shariat the g ro u n d  com es under tw o categories, 
nam ely the  untilled territory  (by w hich the regions are m eant that 
cannot be cultivated o r are considered  unfit for cultivation) and the 
arable land. T he form er belongs to  n obody  o r to  everybody, all the 
inhabitants are allowed to  chop  or cut w ood here or to  nom adize 
w here they  like. The latter territo ry  is again divided into the still 
untilled parts and  those w hich have been brought under cultivation. 
The G overnm ent has a right to  distribute the uncultivated regions 
for culture, and  the arable land is again div ided into ukhri, kherad- 
shi, m am lakat or amilak. Ukhri is the nam e of the land w hich in 
a conquered  country  has been assigned to  brave chiefs and  w arriors 
by  the Emir. This land pays a tax  of one ten th  of the crop. Kherad- 
shi is the land delivered up  to  a  conquered people; they  pay a 
tax called kheradsh that is regulated  b y  the yields of the crop. 
M am lakat o r amilak is land given up to  certain special officials, and 
the tax paid  here varies from 20  to  50  p er cent of the crop. M amlakat 
(Turkish) m eans realm and  am ilak office, it is consequently  public 
o r official land. U nder the latter head com es also the so-called 
vakuf (church property) w hose proceeds go to  m osques, schools, 
m onasteries etc., or on the w hole to  religious purposes. Com plete 
right of possession does not, as a rule, exist, but right of possession 
and right of use is regulated by  such  conditions as are thought 
necessary b y  the G overnm ent (the Emir).

Still, if a person  transform s untilled g round  into arable land, his 
p roperty  becom es milk (or mulk) i. e. conditional possession, and 
there are in  B okhara tw o sorts of milk, nam ely milk-ur w hich pays 
neither tax no r ren t and m ilk-kheradsh w hich pays a certain rent 
in m oney.

The eventual ren t is paid in advance, bu t if the farm er has ca­
pital enough  to  buy  seed-corn and if he w orks with his ow n ani­
mals, he has a right to  tw o th irds of the land and  to  one half of



the  c ro p  a t least. All d epends, how ever, upon  the d iscretion of the 
p rince a n d  th o se  in pow er, there  are no w ritten  laws as to  pu r­
chase a n d  righ t of possession.

U nfo rtuna te ly  for B okharan  farm ing jo in t p ro p erty  is prevalent, 
so th a t th e  energy  of the  single individual is n o t tu rn ed  to  its full 
account. T he irrigation of a p iece of land is, for instance, p er­
fo rm ed  jo in tly  b y  all shareholders under the o rders of an  A rik- 
A ksakal (canal-chief). The A ksakal fixes the  size of the  area w hich 
is to  b e  irrigated and  to  lie fallow, and the day  before th is decision 
the inhab itan ts are advertised. T he distribution of the  land is regu ­
la ted  b y  the num ber of oxen  o r d raugh t anim als w ith  appertinen t 
agricultural im plem ents tha t can be supplied. T he piece of land set 
apart fo r irrigation is d ivided in to  units co rrespond ing  w ith the 
w ork  of tw o  oxen, and th is un it is called tshak. T o  each p rop rie ­
to r  of tw o  oxen is given a w o o d en  plate; all th e  p la tes are p u t 
into a khalat (caftan) by an uninterested  m an w ho decides w hich 
piece of land shall devolve u p o n  each plate, and each of th e  share ­
ho lders receives the  share accruing to  his plate. Each proprie to r 
m ust n o w  partake in the irrigation w ith as m any oxen  as the num ­
b er of tshaks he has go t, and  even if his po rtion  is to  lie fallow, 
the p ro p rie to r m ust dig a canal for it at his ow n expense.

T he canalisation and  the  dam m ing up  of the w ater from  th e  rivers 
is m ost prim itive. In the  small villages in the m oun ta ins w hich lie 
in a con tinued  line dow n along  the river the w ater is led  o v er the 
terraces b y  a small obstacle form ed of stones being  placed in  the 
river; th u s  part of the  w ater is forced into a small canal and spread 
o u t o v er fields and gardens in  sm aller ditches; the  superfluous w ater 
runs farther dow n to  the kishlaks situated below  in each of w hich 
there is a  small d ike, and  th u s  it goes on until th e  w ater con ­
veyed  b y  the river is often consum ed before the la tter reaches its 
outlet. If the inhabitants do  n o t w an t the w ater to  run  across the 
oasis, part of the bar is sim ply w ithdraw n. It is, how ever, far from  
being th e  rule tha t the arable land lies close to  the river; som e­
tim es the  w ater has to  be led  a long  distance over rocky  territories, 
before it reaches the fields; the  canal cut from  the river has th e re ­
fore to  be constructed of flat pieces of slate and clay w hich form s a 
ditch in w hich the w ater is led to  the  kishlak. S uch prim itively built 
m inor canals are often seen in the  m ountains w inding  along  alm ost 
inaccessible slopes, and their construction requires m uch  labour.

W hen larger oases have to  be irrigated, bo th  d ike and  canal 
are, of course , m ade on  a larger scale, bu t the prim itiveness is



the same. T he dikes bo th  in the  large valley-oases and  in the 
oases in the  plain are built of loose stones, clay, bunches of rice 
or tam arisks, even the large dike on  the junction of the Ak- 
D arya and  the K ara-D arya is erected in this way. W here artificial 
p ressure is necessary to  drive the  w ater in to the canals of the se­
cond  and  th ird  order, the structure of the  em bankm ent in  the plain 
m ust often be very  extensive and  high, and in spite of the con­
siderable labour involved here , locks are no t built; to  m ake the 
w ater run  over the oasis part of the dike is broken dow n , and 
then loess and sand rush in toge ther w ith the w ater and fouls the 
canals w hich have to  be cleansed after the dike has been repaired; 
only  the principal larger ariks have dikes.

A s a rule, each oasis has its m ain canal in the building and 
repair of w hich all m ust share; from  this canals of the second 
order lead to  a num ber of lo ts of g round  and  then canals of the 
th ird  o rd er to  each property . T he im portance of the w ater becom es 
evident from  the fact that the canals have generally particular names, 
and the g ro u n d  is often taxed in p roportion  to  the quantity  of w ater 
given to  a certain piece of g round . The best ariks are, of course, 
in the possession of the clergy (vakuf) and  the highest dignitaries, 
and the castles and  gardens of the  Em ir and  the Begs are first 
supplied w ith  water.

O n  crossing an oasis w ith its intricate net of large and small canals, 
ditches and drains by w hich the te rrito ry  is traversed, one becom es 
aware of the  great difficulties involved in the  building of the  canals 
and the d istribution of water. A  tow n  is often supplied w ith  w ater 
by one single canal from  w hich each m an gets w ater by  rotation, 
10 and 15 villages have som etim es to  be w atered, each by  rotation, 
in the  course of few days, and  in som e places the w ater runs 
th rough  a canal, abou t 30 kilom etres long, before reaching the  cul­
tivated fields. A  small canal of a b read th  of about 1 foo t is con­
sidered sufficient to  irrigate 2 tanaps of land (1 tanap =  0 ,37  hectar), 
and 500  litres of w ater to each p o u n d  of corn  reaped.

F rom  tim es of old all m atters concerning irrigation so rt under a 
special official departm ent. In the oasis of B okhara itself there is a 
Secretary for the  Irrigation D epartm ent, M ir-ab (W ater Prince) elected 
by  the Em ir; M ir-ab o r M ir-ab adm inistrates the  w hole n e t of canals 
w ith full authority , and  no th ing  can be done w ithout his sanction. 
H e resides in the  oasis of Bokhara, and  there are various officials 
under him ; principally a “M akhram ” , as is the case w ith all official 
persons of rank  in  Bokhara. T he E m ir has several M akhram s w ho



are a so r t of cham berlains, th e  B egs in the provinces have their 
M akhram , a so rt of second  in com m and and often  the  real ruler 
on  h is m aster’s account. T he w ord  M akhram  is derived  from  the 
A rab  M ahrem  w hich m eans confidant or trusted  ag en t and  is very  
w ell chosen , as a M akhram  has to  do w ith his m aste r’s m ost in ­
tim ate  affairs, for instance th e  supply ing  of his harem .

U n d er M ir-äb are also th e  so-called P andshbegis (from P andsh  
=  5 an d  B eg =  com m ander); th e  w ord  is, no  doub t, due to  the 
fact th a t w hen  the  natives build the canals, the  w ork  is d ivided 
into 5 parts . T he P andshbeg is are selected by  M ir-äb and  are, as 
a rule, his relations and  friends. T he latter d istribute th e  w ater over 
a certain lo t of g ro u n d  and  sell th e  possible surplus a t a price fixed 
by  them selves, and  if M ir-äb ge ts  his share of the  m oney , he grants 
a license for the use of the  w ater. U nder the P andshbeg is w ho com e 
directly  u n d er M ir-äb are the  A rbobs w ho are elected b y  the  p o p u ­
lation. (The w ord  A rbob  is accord ing  to  som e au tho rs  derived  from  
the A rab  w ord  erbab, expert, b u t Bokhara people explained  to  m e 
th a t the  p ro p er w ord w as H arbob  m eaning “ in all re sp e c ts” , as an 
A rbob  has various duties besides the  m anaging of the  canals; he 
has, for instance, to  take care th a t strangers and  travellers arriving 
at th e  oasis obtain the necessary  provisions, beasts of b u rd en  and 
porters.) T he A rbobs have also their seconds in com m and  w ho  are 
called D yum bän  o r D yum ban.

In sm aller oases the A rik-A ksakals adm inistrate th e  canals and  
the d istribu tion  of water, an d  th ey  can every  day  call o u t th e  in ­
habitants of the  oasis to  assist in  regulating the  w ate r in  the  main 
canals and  repair the canals. If any  do u b t arises, all farm ers assem ble
w ith the  A ksakal to  settle the  affair.

T he occurrence of spring  in  B okhara is a g rea t even t; then  bo th  
the E m ir and  m any of his d ignitaries often appear at the  m ain ca­
nals and  the  dikes w hich are to  be cleansed and  repaired  after
the destructions of w inter. Before the arrival of these  gentlem en 
the E m ir has issued an o rder of M ardyvaliat i. e. th e  E m ir has is­
sued  a F irm an w hich grants a license to  enlist peo p le  fo r service. 
All the  shareholders of the lo ts of g ro u n d  ad jacent to  the  canals 
can be enlisted by  the A rbobs, and  if they  do n o t appear, th ey  are 
obliged to  pay  som e Tengi a day  to  the latter. W hen the  o rder of 
M ardyvaliat has been issued, the  Rai's is despatched to  inspect on 
the E m ir’s account w hether th ings are all right; the  M akhram  of 
M ir-äb has the superin tendence of those w ho serve.

O nly the large canals are d u g  b y  public labour, th e  inhabitan ts



take care of the  smaller w hich lead to  their tow ns and  farms. In 
spring they  first enlarge and  cleanse the canals of the second and 
th ird  o rder and finally the largest, and then the farm ers g e t w ater 
im m ediately after the bar has b een  taken away. T he earth is 
carried off in caftans and baskets, and the too l is the hoe (some­
thing betw een a hoe and a spade or shovel, as the broad, rounded 
blade is a t right angles w ith the handle).

It is n o t easy to  adm inistrate the  canals, especially w hen there 
is no t m uch water, and even if there  is plenty, continual quarrels
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arise; the lo ts of g round nearest the  canals often ge t too  much 
w ater w hich checks grow th, one know s that by  experience, and if 
the w ater stagnates in the fields, it causes form ations of salt which 
injure the corn to  a g reat extent. O ne know s also b y  experience 
tha t a field w ith proper canals only  requires one h o u r’s irrigation 
a day. If it gets m ore, it becom es one slush of m ud. It is neces­
sary to  be  aw are of the quality of o n e’s loess earth and of its ca­
pillarity. W hen there is w ater enough, the A rik-A ksakals in the 
smaller oases have all fields irrigated tw ice a week in rotation, 
and  those w ho do no t w ant m ore w ater block their canal. The 
m ost im portan t ariks have w ater all the year round, but in O ctober



it o ften  ru n s  sh o rt in  th e  secondary  ariks, and  these  rem ain dry 
until spring . In au tum n all th e  small canals are b locked  b y  em bank­
m en ts, so  th a t the  w ater on ly  runs in the larger. D u rin g  the  cold 
p e rio d  in  th e  m ounta ins several kishlaks have often o n ly  one small, 
rap id  m oun ta in  b ro o k  betw een  them  from  w hich they  can g e t w ater.

T h e  agricultural im plem ents are very  an tiquated  and  prim itive. 
T h e  p lo u g h  (sabän) consists of tw o trunks of trees; the  back  slant­
ing  p a rt is shod  w ith  iron for m aking a furrow  in  th e  earth ; the 
fron t p a rt is notched in to  th is and fastened by an osier-band  to  a 
y o k e  w hich  rests on the necks of th e  team . The la tter is, as a  rule, 
tw o  oxen , b u t donkeys or ho rses  are also frequently  em ployed , or 
a cam el and  a horse o r an  ox ; the  latter com bination  looks ex­
ceedingly  funny. There being  no  cutter and b o ard  fo r tu rn in g  the 
earth, th e  p lough  can only  m ake a furrow  in the loess and  to  m ake 
the la tte r som ew hat loose, th e  natives p lough innum erab le  tim es in 
all directions. Later on  they  w ork  in the field w ith  th e  h o e ; the 
clods of earth  are crushed  w ith  a club. In m any places in  th e  level 
coun try  th e y  p lough  in the  n igh t to  avoid  the  heat. In som e re­
g ions and  especially in the  m oun ta ins p loughs are n o t know n, bu t 
on ly  the  hoe  and  the clod-club. I have only  observed  harrow ing  in 
a single p lace in  the P am ir valleys w here an ox drew  a large w o o d en  
rake across the  field. A m ong  o ther agricultural im plem ents there 
are tw o-pronged  w ooden  forks, a so rt of w ooden  shovels in w hich 
the b lade and the long  handle are continuous an d  w hich are used 
for cleansing the sm aller canals, further a rake o r so rt of rake w hose 
b ranches and  long  handle are con tinuous; the latter is also u sed  to  
cleanse the  smaller canals, especially to  pick up  leaves and  straw s 
w hich im pede the free run of th e  water.

T he ax (ai-balta) is em ployed  to  clear aw ay tree -roo ts and  fell 
trees; like the hoe it is typical of extensive parts of A sia and  Africa; 
it is rem arkable in tha t the  b lade and  the  handle are a thw art of each 
other.

T he various species af g rain  are n o t g row n alternately  accord ing  
to a regular system , and m anure is n o t em ployed, excep t th a t it is 
laid in th e  hole w here som e plan ts are put, o r  a little m anu re  is 
laid ro u n d  the trunks of trees, bu t even th is w ay  of m anuring  is 
rare. T he natives act from  the ir experience as reg ard s th e  alter­
nation of the  various species of grain . In som e places, fo r instance, 
lucerne is g row n in the sam e fields in 4  consecutive years, an d  then  
im m ediately after m elons and  pum pkins, and  then  w in te r w heat, th e  
latter in som e places twice. In o ther places th ey  have th e  system



of tw o and  three fields in ro tation, and  in som e regions they al­
w ays cultivate the same species of grain.

O ne th ing  is very  injurious to  the ariculturist in Bokhara, nam ely 
the salt w hich is everyw here ap t to  appear, and in the mountains 
the  w ide grass-fields often shine and smell of salt w hich fills the 
grass-tufts like hoar frost.

To give an idea of the quantity  of arable land w hich is neces­
sary to  suppo rt a  family, 1 shall only  observe that a m an w ho pos­
sesses 400  tanaps of land is a g rea t and rich farmer. A  tanap is 
d ivided into 60  □  gaz (1 gaz is ab o u t Г /, arshin, Russian).

W heat is am ong the m ost im portan t species of grain , being 
the bread-corn of B okhara; it is g row n as w inter w heat in the 
irrigated fields and as sum m er w heat in those which are no t irri­
gated. Barley is also grow n; there  are various species and in the 
m ountains w heat is often replaced by barley, b u t in the level 
coun try  and  the rich valleys the latter is used as fodder; it has 
one  good  quality, that it does n o t require m uch water.

Rice plays a very great part, bu t it thrives only in the best 
regions and  only  in the level country . It requires m uch w ater. The 
Bokharan p roverb  says tha t the rice m ust have w ater th ree tim es;
it grow s in water, boils in w ater and  is w ashed dow n w ith  water.
The great irrigation of the rice-fields causes Malaria, and its culti­
vation is therefore often restricted in densely populated  regions. 
F ields w here rice is to  be grow n are always one slush of m ud 
w hich reaches the waist of the p lough-m an w hen he w ades there 
w ith his oxen. Rice is sow n in April, and at this tim e especially 
it has to  be w atered very  m uch; the harvest is in Septem ber.
In the regions north  of the m ountains rice is no t g row n below
Kermineh, and  according to  the  natives it has no t been grow n far­
ther west. T he Bokharan rice is smaller and no t so w hite as the 
Persian, b u t it is very  plentiful, so tha t the country cannot only 
provide itself w ith rice, bu t even export to Persia and Europe.

The so-called djugare or durra  (sorghum  cornuum ) is g row n in 
the fields set apart for sum m er grain. It thrives exceedingly well, 
nothing looks so luxuriant as the  gigantic durra w hich resembles 
maize bu t lacks the cobs. It gives a very  good  crop, takes up to 
6 m onths to  ripen and m ust be  w atered  3 to  6 times. T he seed 
is only used  as food by  the very  poorest, otherw ise it is used as 
fodder for horses and poultry. In Ju n e  the young  plants are often 
cu t off for fodder. The stem  is used as fodder, fuel and  for 
m aking mats.



T h e  lucerne (M edicago sativa) w hose g reen  stem s and  leaves 
and  red  heads enliven the  B okharan field very  m uch is g row n to  
a  g rea t ex ten t in  the  level coun try  and  in  the low  fertile valleys. 
It is exclusively used  as fodder. It is g row n in g o o d  fields for 10 
and  12 consecutive years, and if it is w atered  m uch it can be 
reaped  6 tim es a sum m er.

S esam e (especially S esam um  Indicum ) is one  of the typical plants 
of B okhara. It is g row n nearly  everywhere, does n o t require m uch 
w ater and follows the w in ter grain as the second  species of grain. 
T he stem  is used as fuel and  oil is p ressed  from  the seeds. P o o r 
peop le  use the latter instead  of fat o r b u tte r to  mix w ith  their rice 
w hen  preparing  the national dish, pillau.

M illet is the bread-corn  of the  poor. It is also used  for po r­
ridge and  m ilk-pottage and  is som etim es b u rn ed  like coffee-beans 
am ong  the m ountain population . In the latter case it is said to  
have a peculiar stim ulating effect, bu t is also pernicious in a similar, 
bu t less degree than opium . It does n o t require m uch w ater and  
th rives in the highest cultivated places in all m ounta in  regions in 
B okhara; it is also g row n b y  the nom ads in otherw ise uncultivated 
places. It is often sow n in fields w here the w in ter w heat has been 
reaped.

V etches and  poppies are also com m on and  m any species of 
beans, especially Perasta lus m ungo w hich does n o t require m uch 
w ater. T he fruits are used  as hum an food and  th e  straw  as fodder.

C o tton  is cultivated nearly  everyw here and  b y  everybody ; I 
have seen small co tton-fie lds as far up as G aran ; b u t the plants 
attained a slight height, w ere few and far betw een  and  yielded a bad 
harvest. The cotton  w hich is no t w oven  in B okhara is exported  
to  Russia, and although the  cotton cultivation is com puted  only to  
cover the needs of the  country , there has of late been  exported  
to  th e  value of about P /2 million poods to  Russia annually. It is 
p ressed by  hand. T he refuse is used as fuel; in small mills w hich 
are draw n by an old w orn  o u t horse it is g ro u n d  to  porridge and 
shaped  like a sort of pa ten t fuel.

H em p, kendir, is also grow n everyw here in  B okhara. It thrives 
well and like the durra it is m uch higher than a m an’s heigh t; it 
is em ployed for ropes and m ats and for stuffs; the  latter are glazed 
w ith a finish by the aid of a  glass-ball w hich is p laced at the end 
of a beam  w hich hangs dow n from  the ceiling. T he stuff is laid 
on an  even w ooden  board , and the m ovable beam  is carried to



and fro , so that the glass-ball continually rubs the stuff. In this 
w ay the latter assum es a striking likeness to  silk and is much used 
tor skull-caps, as it is very strong.

T here is an extensive tobacco cultivation in Bokhara, and the 
tobacco is, as a rule, excellent. But it cannot grow  everyw here and 
not very  high up in the m ountains. W here there is salt in the soil, 
it is bad. The best tobacco is grow n near Karshi and in the neigh­
bourhood  of K atta-Kurgan. F o r the large w ater-pipes of the natives 
the leaves are cut into pieces as large as cherry leaves, but the 
Russians have now  established manufactories in Kerki where to ­
bacco is prepared for E uropean use.

O ne of the m ost typical useful plants in Bokhara is the melon; 
rice and  melon are am ong the articles of food m ost highly valued, 
and m elon, bread and tea are in m any places in sum m er the only 
food of the Bokhara man. It thrives everywhere, bu t not so well 
in the higher m ountain valleys as in the plains. T he melons of 
Khiva are said to be the best in the w orld, but those of Bokhara 
com e very  near to them . T hey  are of an excellent flavour and are 
so plentiful that they are sold for a trifle.

T here are tw o species of m elon, one earlier of oblong shape, 
kaun, and one later, sam tsha, smaller and round ; there are also 
varieties oi these. T he form er ripens in June, but is no t so good 
as the latter which ripens in "Ju ly ; they are kept all the year round 
suspended  by hem p, so as no t to  touch one another. The melon- 
plants are generally m anured; som e manure is placed in the holes 
w here several seeds are laid. T hey are no t w atered until the plant 
com es up.

The w ater-m elon, karbus, is also extensively cultivated; it is so 
large that it is as much as a man can carry. It is not good before 
Septem ber, w hen the inside is pink and the seeds black. It is the 
m ost delicious food conceivable and very refreshing; one w ater­
m elon yields a good  portion  to  15— 20 people.

Besides m elons pum pkins, kaduh, of which there are 9 various 
sorts, are cultivated. The pum pkin is hardier than the melon and
grow s in the highest regions in the Bokharan Pam ir provinces, but
in the highest places only in the gardens along the stone-fences. 
They are used both  in the raw  and  boiled state, especially the latter, 
for "human food, and also dried for the kaliän or kalian, nos-kaduh,
for w ater-buckets and for keeping articles of food.

A m ong other useful plants cultivated in fields outside the gardens
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p ro p e r  m ay be m en tioned  carrots (m arkob), on ions (pias or piäs), 
tu rn ip s , peas, lentels, rad ishes, cucum bers and cabbage. P o tatoes 
are unknow n.

G arden ing  plays a g rea t p art everyw here, the orchards especially 
are w ell cared for. In the  level coun try  and the low , fertile valleys 
vegetab les grow  in the fields, bu t in the m ountains the  soil of the 
fields is generally n o t suitable for vegetables w hich  are therefore 
cu ltivated  in the gardens; the  latter can nam ely be m ore carefully 
te n d ed  than  the  fields and  are also sheltered by  dikes and  hedges 
from  the  keen w inds.

O rchards are found  everyw here w here there  is agriculture, in 
the  fertile oases in the plain and  in the smallest kishlak in Vakhan 
an d  G aran. In the level country  and in the large valleys there 
are, so to  speak, w oods of cultivated fruit-trees, an d  m any species 
also g row  wild. T he fruit (miva) bo th  fresh and  dried are very  
valuable articles of food.

T he flow er gardens are also highly appreciated, even the poorest 
farm er grow s som e flow ers near his hut, and  the  m en like to  stick 
a flow er into their turbans, or they very  often place it below  their 
head-gear w ith the stalk tu rned  upw ard, so tha t the  flow er hangs 
dow n  on  one side of their head. O n arriving as a w elcom e guest 
it is very  usual to  have fresh flowers placed in o n e ’s te n t every  
m orning.

A  m an’s w ealth can generally be judged  of from  the size of 
his orchard  (bägh or bäghtshe) on w hich he spends a grea t deal. 
W here it is possible, a square  p o n d  fram ed w ith p lanks is laid out 
in the  garden  which is traversed  by  pretty  little canals in w hich 
w ater is led round under the shady trees. C lay-m ounds are form ed 
ro u n d  the larger trees, and here carpets are sp read  to  lie upon , for 
these  places in the garden  are favourite resting-places by n igh t and  
by  day; as m entioned above som e people have a so rt of punkahs 
driven b y  the water, and  bow ers and walks in the gardens are 
covered  by vines and o ther creepers.

Kishlaks and tow ns are su rrounded  by w illows and  poplars, bu t 
the gardens are generally fenced round  by  w hite poplars o r the 
so-called djigda w hich carries a yellow  m ealy  fruit som ew hat like 
th a t of the haw thorn, bu t of the size of a large cherry . It is col­
lected in autumn, is dried and used as flour o r is eaten  boiled by 
the poor.

T he m ost com m on fruit-trees in the gardens are apple, pear,



quince, apricot, peach, plum, cherry, figs, pom egranates, mulberries, 
alm onds and  the vine.

A pples (alma or olma) and pears (armud, vulgarly arm arud) are, 
on  the w hole, no t good  in the level country, being small and too 
sw eet; th ey  are m uch better in the m ountains, bu t the apples and 
pears in Bokhara are n o t very  g o o d ; both  fruits g row  wild in 
the m ountains, bu t are no t savoury. There are several species 
of both.

Q uinces (aiva) are very m uch cultivated and highly appreciated 
as an  ingred ien t in pillau. O therw ise carrots are generally used for 
this dish, bu t quinces are considered to  be a greater delicacy.

Peaches (shaftalu), apricots (uruk) and plums are excellent. The 
apricot, of w hich there are 3 species, thrives up to the highest cul­
tivated valleys on the P andsh  and  the Shakhdarra, bu t the peach 
does n o t grow  higher up than the valley of Shugnan on  the Pandsh, 
and  the same is the case w ith  th e  plum s, of w hich there are both 
yellow  and  blue. T he cherries are also excellent; they  do not 
grow  h igher up than D arvas and  Roshan.

T he fig-tree grow s nearly everyw here, b u t in the Pam ir pro ­
vinces I have n o t found  it farther up than D arvas. There are two 
species: the large yellow, som ew hat flattened and  very  sw eet fig 
that g row s on  sm aller trees in well tended  gardens and the rougher,
greyish fig of the shape of a Lam m as pear; the tree of the latter
often attains gigantic dim ensions and is m ore unpretending than 
the form er. But fig-trees, especially the form er, require m uch water, 
principally during the fruit-season. T he fruits ripen at the beginning 
of A ugust.

A  highly valued fruit is the  pom egranate w hich is eaten much 
in sum m er as a refreshm ent. The tree prefers sand to  grow  in, and 
requires m uch water, nearly every  ten th  day it has to  be flooded.
It flowers in April, and  the fruits ripen in Septem ber o r O ctober.
The best are derived from  Shahr-i-sebbs, bu t the trees thrive well 
even in D arvas and  Karategin.

T he m ulberry-tree is one of the m ost typical trees of Bokhara; 
it grow s everyw here, thrives excellently and yields an abundan t quan­
tity of fruits. In m any places it g row s wild. The fruit (tut) both of 
the w hite and  black tree is g ro u n d  in to  flour and used instead of 
sugar and  the w hite m ulberry-tree is em ployed in the silk culture 
w hich like the cotton cultivation has been know n from  time im­
m em orial in Bokhara. The B okharan silkworm is of great value.
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T h e  larvae are m ostly  foddered  in the dw ellings o r in special sheds. 
T h ey  are ten d ed  b y  w om en  and children. T he eggs are placed in 
sm all bags and  hatched  on  the  breast, and  th e  larvae are either 
p laced  on  the g round  o r in baskets w hich are h u n g  up  on poles, 
b u t, o n  the  w hole, the  ten d in g  is very  prim itive. A  so rt of treacle 
is also m ade from  the m ulberry.

A n o th er sw eeten ing  stuff w hich takes the place of sugar and  is 
u sed  fo r sw eetm eats is derived  from  the cam elthorn (khari-shutur). 
A t th e  end  of A ugust w hen  it is in blossom , it is in  the  m orning, 
as it w ere, covered w ith  dew . This dew  w hich is called tu runjubin  
is shaken  off into a p iece of cloth and used as sugar.

T he alm ond-tree grow s everyw here and thrives up  to  Kalai 
K hum b. It is one of the  first fruit-trees to  b lossom  an d  indicates 
th e  arrival of the  actual spring.

G rapes (angur in Tadjik, üzüm  in  U sbegic) th rive even  in  Roshan, 
b u t are n o t good  farther than  D arvas; they  are cultivated on poles 
and  trained  up  walls, dikes and  trees. There are 13 various species 
o f b lue and green g rap es; bo th  the small kishm ish o r currant 
g rap e  and very  large grapes. T he best w ay  of p lan ting  is to  
p lan t th e  grapes half in  clay and half in sand, and  they  require 
very  m uch water. T hey  are cultivated in great quantities, are very  
cheap  and can be b o u g h t all the year round . A  so rt of treacle 
(shirin), v inegar and raisins are m ade from  them . O nly  the Jew s 
m ake w ine from  the g rape, bu t th is is very  bad. O f late F rench ­
m en have settled at K arakul and N ew  B okhara and  m ake an ex­
cellent w ine w hich canno t, how ever, be ex p o rted , b u t has to  be 
drunk  fresh.

F rom  the creeping roo ts  of the vine a red  dye  is m ade, b u t 
m adder is also cultivated, w hereas indigo is im ported . D ye-stuff 
is also obtained from  a sm all yellow  flow er called es-baruk w hich 
grow s in great quantities in  the  oasis of K arshi, and  from  a larve 
w hich appears on a p lant called atjek-buy on the banks of th e  O xus.

A m ong  other garden  trees can be nam ed the p istachio and  the 
w alnut-tree; still these g ro w  m ostly  wild in the  w o o d s, the form er 
only  up to  D arvas and  Roshan, the latter even u p  to  th e  h ighest 
reg ions of Vakhan.

A s m entioned above vegetables are g row n  in  the  fields of the 
level country  and  the m ore fertile oases, b u t in  the  larger and  
be tte r orchards there is also a small vegetable g a rd en  w here cul­
tivation is carried on m ore intensely; here especially tom atoes,



G uinea-pepper and  finer peas are cultivated, to  say no th ing  of opium- 
poppies.

Besides fruit culture there is flow er culture. In the low  valleys 
and  in the  plain there are m any flow ering plants, especially roses, 
jessam ines, peonies, tu lips, narcissi, lilies, carnations, marigolds 
and  m any o th e rs ; the tw o latter species grow  in the poorest 
sm all gardens in the highest regions of Vakhan together w ith the 
poppies.



T O W N S

T
H E  r e s id e n c e  o f  B o k h a ra - i -S h e r i f .  A bou t 11 versts no rth ­
w est of the T ranscaspian railway line is the capital and  residence 
of the  Emirate, Bokhara-i-Sherif, N oble Bokhara, the  official nam e of 

the tow n. As in the tow ns of Bokhara and K hiva on  the w hole, the 
original old-fashioned character still prevails, bu t few traces of E uro- 
peism  encroach upon the style w hich the tow n has had  as long  as 
Islam has shrouded  Central Asia. The railway m akes a large curve 
ro u n d  the tow n  w hich one w ould think had  been  destined for a 
s ta tion  to w n , bu t the Em ir is said to  have beso u g h t the Russians 
to  le t Shaitan-A rba (the carriage of Satan) pass by  the  tow n  at a 
respectful distance in  o rder no t to  pollute it; accord ing  to  others 
it w as ow ing to  the m any canals and the num erous bridges w hich 
w ould  have been necessary that the railway w as bu ilt a t som e di­
stance from  the edge of the oasis of Bokhara. B o th  causes w ere, no 
doub t, concurrent. W hether the Em ir has had one or the  o ther o b ­
jection, suffice it to  say, that o u t of regard to  the  fanaticism  of the 
natives, attack on the railway etc. the Russians have considered it 
diplom atically wise to  let the  railway run at a g o o d  distance from  
the tow n. The Russian railw ay-station w here one  alights, and the 
nam e of which is New  B okhara is built in O riental sty le w ith cupo ­
lae and small m inarets w hich are in harm ony w ith  the  O riental air 
w hich one inhales, especially after traversing the  O xus from  the 
west. The neighbourhood of the station is flat, ted ious and  desolate. 
In the  colony of N ew  B okhara w hich has abou t 3 0 0 0  inhabitants 
the Russian houses, built in E uropean  style, are scattered on  the 
plain, their centre being the political agency. A part from  a few 
plantations of acacias beside the  m uddy loess-ditches th ro u g h  w hich 
the w ater is led to  the habitations, practically no  vegeta tion  is seen, 
the  streets are a bottom less m ire during  the  w et season  and  resem ble



frozen plough-fields during the dry. In sum m er the sun burns with 
irresistible force dow n upon  the flat plain w here the salt shines 
everyw here on  the  surface of the  loess. N o w onder, tha t m y first 
though t on arriving at the station w as: O n w hat do all these people 
live w ho sw arm  here by hundreds on the arrival of the  trains? 
—  The Russians are no t farmers, b u t business men, and  the native 
m erchants in their p icturesque dresses w hose dense crow ds enliven 
the desolate plain have all com e up from the old capital, being 
now  aw are of the advantage of em ploying the carriage of Satan. 
A t the station are an endless num ber of small Russian carriages, 
driven by  native coachm en, w hich m ay be used on go ing  up to  
the capital, and num erous B okharan arbas for the  carriage of 
goods. T he station tow n has a few  primitive Russian hotels or 
inns, w here one can live, or, to  p u t it m ore correctly, w here those 
w ho are n o t guests of the Em ir m ust live, there being  no Euro­
pean quarter at O ld Bokhara. I had, how ever, no  use for any of 
these, for, on  my arrival, I w as always invited to  be the guest of 
the Emir. A  few tim es out of the  eight I have been  in the tow n 
of B okhara I did n o t accept the  invitation, preferring to  stay in 
the saloon carriage w hich had  been  placed at m y disposal by  the 
Russian G overnm ent; I then every  day drove up to  the tow n. But 
otherw ise the  emissaries of the  Em ir w ith a large attendance took  
m e and m y baggage to  th e  residence w here the palace or house 
of Ilti-khaneh (Foreigners’ Palace or Embassy) w ith appertinen t staff 
of servants w as placed at m y disposal. A t N ew  B okhara there is 
an excellent chem ist’s shop  in th e  possession of the  well-known 
P eter R einhardt w ho has rendered  invaluable services bo th  to  my 
expeditions and num erous others in being in term ediary betw een us 
and  the Russian and  Bokharan authorities w ith w hom  he w as very 
intimate.

The m acadam -road leading from  the station to  B okhara and laid 
ou t by  the Russians traverses an exceedingly flat territory, at first 
even desolate and uncultivated, b u t abou t half-way begins the fer­
tile B okhara oasis; one com es across som e villages w ith fields and 
gardens w ith shady elms, willows and  m any sorts of fruit-trees. In 
the kishlak one halts to  w ater th e  horses, and  after som e Bokharan 
Puls have been th row n into  the  drinking-trough, w e continue our 
w ay th ro u g h  cultivated fields passing the  high, g rey  clay-walls of 
the E m ir’s palace, Shehrbeden, w here we see a B okharan guard  of 
3 and  4  m en under the shade of m ighty poplars from  w hose tops 
the hoarse cries of m yriads of crow s are always heard.



A s y e t no th ing  is seen  of the tow n itself, w hich does no t b e ­
com e visible until one is qu ite  near. W e first traverse a small 
su b u rb  w ith  prim itive bazars w here fruit and  articles of food  are 
so ld , and  then, finally, w e see ju st in fron t of us the  crenelated 
w alls th ro u g h  w hich access is gained b y  a narrow  gate  flanked 
b y  tw o  conical tow ers o r  bastions.

T h e  road  from  the sta tion  to  B okhara is alw ays th ronged  by  
travelle rs w ho presen t an extrem ely p ic turesque sight. Cam els and 
drom edaries  in long  caravans solem nly d rag  along  the ir heavy  bales, 
h u n d red s  of small donkeys loaded  w ith hay  or charcoal trip  along, tw o ­

w heeled arbas creak­
ing and g roan ing  in all 
their jo in ts  find their w ay 
w ith  difficulty am ong  the 
num erous riders w ho  in 
m any co loured  caftans 
an d  w ith  w hite tu rbans 
alw ays gallop to  and 
fro o n  th is ro ad , veiled 
w om en  tim idly trudge  
along  o n  the edge of 
the ro ad  o r ride  on  a 
sm all donkey , general­
ly  w ith  hu sb an d  and  
child beh ind  them  on 
the sm all anim al w hose 
legs, in sp ite  of a b u r­

den  of th ree  persons, m ove as quickly as drum sticks.
The fields beside the  ro ad  look  fresh and  p leasan t in early sum ­

m er. T he flow ers of lucerne rem ind one of clover fields, sesam e, 
tobacco  and  w heat-fields are seen  everyw here , an d  th e  air is full 
of o d o u r from  the  flow ers of th e  m any fruit-trees. B ut the  sp len ­
d o u r  of the scenery  is, as a rule, spoiled  b y  the  suffocating  loess 
d u st w hich rises in heavy  clouds from  the  road  in to  th e  generally  
calm air.

T o  the right of the en trance gate  is an  extensive buria l g ro u n d  
w here hund reds and  h u n d red s  of po in ted  earthen  sa rcophag i are 
built in stories one above the o ther to  the  to p  of th e  w all; fo r 
space has by  degrees becom e to o  narrow  here, and th e  g rea t th ing  
is to  save the soil of the  oasis. R um pled yak-ox  tails a n d  variously  
coloured flags w ave above  the resting  places of th e  d ead  w hich

B u ria l  g r o u n d  o u ts id e  t l ic  w a l l s  o f B o k h a r a ;  in  th e  b a c k ­

g r o u n d  t h e  to w n -w a l l .



look strange and unpleasant being filled with crows and  stray dogs; 
and  th is im pression is no t im proved  by  the stench that issues from 
the tom bs w hich have collapsed or have been opened by  dogs or 
jackals.

In the  entrance gate we observe som e large spikes or wall-hooks 
in the barbacans. I asked the old Tokhsabashi w ho appeared  here 
on horseback w ith his attendants to  welcom e m e on the part of

E n t r a n c e  g a te  t o  B o k h a ra , th e  r o a d  f r o m  N e w  B o k h a ra .

the D ivam begi to  the gates of th e  tow n w hether people were 
hung  on these spikes; “ N o t any m ore," was his answer.

O ur carriages w ith the  p icturesque escort before and behind us 
traverse the  gate  w hose strong  doo rs  of apricot w ood  have been 
throw n back; the guard  (Körbashi from körm ak =  to  see) placed 
in the barbacans and arm ed w ith  sw ord, spear and old matchlocks 
g e t up drow sily  on our passing by, and through  narrow , m ean­
dering streets we disappear in to  a labyrinth of clay-houses, until we 
end at last in a narrow  lane w here a dim inutive door leads into a 
large yard  w ith four beautiful w ings; th is is the palace of the Emir, 
Ilti-khaneh. In this Ilti-khaneh I som etim es spent several m onths 
during  the years 1896, 97, 98  and 99 together w ith m y com pa­



n ions on  m y  journeys in  M id Asia and Pam ir. F rom  here w e 
m ade o u r excursions to  all nooks and corners of the tow n  to  be­
com e acquainted w ith life and  custom s in this cen tre of fanaticism , 
so  feared only  a few  years ago.

T he nam e of “ B okhara” or “B ukhar” has been  th o u g h t to  be 
derived  from  the Sanskrit w ord  “V ihara” , m eaning  a society of 
w ise m en or a m onastery , w hich suggests th a t B uddhism  had  m ade 
its w ay  here from  India, b u t no th ing  can be sta ted  w ith certainty 
as to  the  m eaning of the  w ord .

F o r  the  origin of the  tow n  w e have only uncertain  hypotheses, 
h is to ry  fails us on this point. Excavations, to ta lly  neglected in 
these  parts of Asia, will, no  doubt, be able to  set us right. As a 
rule B okhara is said to  be a com paratively y o u n g  tow n, b u t th is 
is certainly no t the case.

T hus w e know  tha t in 2 4 0  after H edshra m erchants, com ing  up 
from  B okhara to  Bagdad, to ld  tha t they  w ere from  B eikund w hose 
rem nants of canals, houses and  walls are situated near the  lake of 
K arakul w hich is also called Bargin-i-firakh (the large lake). This 
B eikund or Bikand is said to  have been  a considerable com m ercial 
tow n , the w ater supply  seem s to  have been  very  extensive, and  
it is described as being older than Bokhara and  as hav ing  had  a 
thousand  Rabat or villages; Arslan K han is said to  have built a 
palace there and to  have greatly  extended the ne t of canals. Beikund 
seem s to  have been erected on  a hill; bu t p robab ly  th is w as only 
the castle of residence; still, it is possible tha t the houses w ere raised 
above the surrounding te rrito ry  w hich w as be tte r irrigated at that 
tim e than now.

A bdul H asan speaks of the castle of Ram atin as being m uch 
older than Bokhara and  as the residence of the  princes. H ere re­
sided the mythical Afrasiab on his arrival in T ransoxania. A m ong  
the  large castles he nam es V erekhsheh or R edshfendun tha t had  12 
ariks. He praises the beau ty  of the country  and  especially the 
palace w hich had been built by  a certain B ukhar-K hudat.

O ne of the canals, R ud-i-C hapurgam , irrigating the oasis of 
Bokhara is said to  have been  built by  a son of K osroes of the 
dynasty  of the Sassanides. O n  his arrival at S ogd iana he w as well 
received by K hudat w ho charged him  w ith bu ild ing  a canal; he 
erected the village of V erdaneh  w here C hapur resided  after w hom  
the canal is said to  have been  nam ed. H e left a  fertile oasis to 
his sons, and on the w ell-know n K uteibe-bin-M uslim  arriving at B o ­
khara, V erdan-K hudat, a son  of C hapur, reigned here.



A ccording to  the legend A lexander the G reat has founded  Bo­
khara, b u t m uch is laid to  his charge in Central A sia; he may 
possibly have traversed these regions; in  the village of Ura-tiibe 
east of Sam arkand which I v isited in 1896, rem nants of walls are 
still show n w hich according to  the  legend ow e their existence to  
A lexander the G reat; it is difficult to  prove w hether this is correct, but 
the province of Sogd or 
Sogdiana was, indeed, un ­
der the  G reek sceptre for 
a long  tim e after Alex­
ander the  Great.

T he spo t w here Bo­
khara is situated now  is 
described by  N arshakhi 
as a fenny  lake over­
grow n w ith reeds, w ood 
and jung le . In som e places 
even a camel could not 
w ade across the w ater.
This accum ulation of w a­
ter w as due  to  the snow  
thaw ing in  the m ountains 
near Sam arkand and form ­
ing a large river, Ma- 
zaf, running  past Sam ar­
kand. This river conveyed 
m uch mire w hich was 
deposited  in the fens of 
B okhara and filled them , 
so tha t they  could be 
inhabited. T he place was 
called S ogd  and  here Bo­
khara w as built.

A ccording to  legends from  the  tim e of A bdullah-K han (16th cen­
tury) the  oasis of Bokhara w as form erly w atered bo th  by the Syr 
D aiya  and  the Serafshan, w hich w as then much larger than now, 
and w e know , indeed, that old canals can be traced in the steppes 
all round  suggesting a previously  greater agriculture.

As it is evident now  tha t the Syr and Am u D arya constantly 
m ove tow ards the east, and as the  new est researches seem  to  show, 
even if they  do n o t prove, that th e  climate of Inner A sia has changed



from  o n e  colder and  m ore hum id  to  one m ore d ry  an d  w arm , then  
th e  p resu m p tio n  seem s to  be near that there w ere irrigated fertile 
oases a long  the w hole course of the  Serafshan as far as th e  A m u 
D ary a , and  according as the  quan tity  of w ater w as reduced , the 
oases situated  farthest dow n on  the Serafshan have first becom e 
ex tinct, thus B eikund , if, o n  the  w hole, th is p lace-nam e can be 
reck o n ed  w ith. F rom  the topographical conditions it does n o t at 
all seem  to  appear th a t there  should  n o t have b een  a well irrigated 
oasis, w here  B okhara is now , at the sam e tim e as fertile oases ex ­
isted  on  th e  ou tle t of the  Serafshan. P robability  g o es  to  show  the 
con trary , as irrigation from  th a t part of the  Serafshan w here B o­
khara is situated m ust have been  m uch easier than  w here  th e  arms 
of th e  river becom e lost in th e  sand to  the w est of K arakul; for 
it is well know n that, on expiring, the C entral A siatic rivers always 
end  in salt fens and pools generally  grow n w ith reeds; according 
to  the  vary ing  height of the  w ater the latter are n o w  dry and  now  
miry, an d  it w ould  be difficult for a tow n  to  develop  u p o n  such 
a place. T he period  w hen  th e  Serafshan has possib ly  p o u red  its 
w aters into the A m u has, of course, been m ore favourable to  the 
developm ent of a large tow n  on  th is outlet, b u t this period  belongs 
to  the  h istory  of geo logy  and  dates as far back as at least 4  and 
5000  years, if n o t still m ore. O n  estim ating the  p resen t capital at 
ab o u t 2 5 0 0  years, w e do  n o t certainly exaggerate its age.

O ld  Chinese w orks m ight possibly give inform ation of the  older 
h istory  of the residence, for w e know  that before th e  C hristian  era, 
for instance under the  H an-D ynasti 163 В. C .— 196 A. D ., the  C hi­
nese exercised a considerable influence on the coun tries from  G obi 
as far as the Caspian, thus on  Turkestan, B okhara and  Khiva, and 
tha t the  religion of B uddha reached the banks of the  Serafshan d u ­
ring  the  first centuries of th e  Christian era. N arshakhi also speaks 
of an  em peror’s daughter from  China, bringing w ith h e r household  
g ods to  the castle of R am atin, and  w e know  tha t the  renow ned 
C hinese traveller, Tshan Tsiang, visited B okhara in  the  second  cen ­
tu ry  B. C.

A t the m iddle of the 7 th  cen tu ry  Bokhara falls in to  the  hands 
of the Arabs, and  Islam is in troduced  w ith severity  b y  Kutei'be-bin- 
M uslin w ho died in 714. In the  years 714— 874  B okhara  becom es 
subject to  Khorassan, to  w hich place the Califs of B agdad  and  D a ­
m ascus send  their G overnors , b u t still retains its ow n  Emir. F rom  
874— 9 0 7  Bokhara attains a very  advanced position  am o n g  the 
realm s of Asia under the P ersian  Sassanide dynasty , the  tow n  of



Bokhara occupies a principal place am ong the Islamitic tow ns of 
culture, and com m erce and agriculture flourish, until this dynasty 
is overthrow n by the Turks, and  then up to abou t 1218 Uiguric 
kings and Kharesm  (Khiva) govern  Bokhara. In 1216 the country 
was conquered  by M oham ed Shah of K haresm , and  the glorious 
days oi the 12th century w ere now  followed by wild anarchy, mas­
sacres and  devastation under Jenghis Khan and his successors. Bo­
khara w as conquered by them  in 1219 and the Jenghisides raged 
here until 1363 when Tim ur again brought the realm into  a flourish­
ing state, reigning with a firm hand until 1405. M arco Polo  visiting 
the tow n during the reign of Borak Khan (1264— 1274) says that 
at th is tim e the tow n w as large and  beautiful. Tim ur and his suc­
cessors, the Tim urides, reign w ith m ore or less success until about 
1500 w hen Bokhara is overrun  by the U sbegs under Ebulkhair 
Khan, the founder of the dynasty  of the Sheibanides am ong whom  
the best know n was A bdullah-K han reigning about the middle of 
the 16th century and the patron of science, art and com m erce; he 
also conquered  Badakhshan and Khorassan. Before the end of the 
16th century  this dynasty  had expired, and the Kirghiz m ade their 
way into the country. In 1598 a descendant of T im ur com es to  
the th rone, laying the foundation of the dynasty  of the Ashtarkha- 
nides. His nam e was Baki M ehem m ed Khan renow ned from his 
victory near Balkh over Shah A bbas of Persia. In 1605 his brother 
Veli M ehem m ed Khan w ho had lived at Balkh appears in Bokhara 
and com es to  the throne after a victory over his b ro th er’s tw o sons 
in the battle of Termez. O w ing  to  his w eakness the G overnors 
reigned arbitrarily exercising the m ost terrible tyranny; he was there­
fore deposed  and replaced by Imankuli Khan, a very p ious M ussul­
man, w ho reigned happily  until 1640, and then again there were 
troubles as to  the succession and  revolution, until X asr M ehemm ed 
Khan succeeded to the throne in 1642. In 1620 the first Russian 
mission arrived at N oble Bokhara, and during the turbulent times 
in the 17th century Kharesm (Khiva) breaks off from Bokhara to 
which it had been subject.

U nder the reign of Subhankuli Khan from 1680— 1702 the im­
portance oi Bokhara as a realm declines. Incessant troubles about 
succession, w eak sovereigns often governed by their viziers, made 
it easy for N adir Shah of Persia to  make his way in to  the country 
under the weak Ebulfeiz Khan w ho was m urdered and replaced by 
the shrew d, cunning and wise Emir M äsum founding the house of 
M angit. Emir M äsum waged several wars with the Afghans w hom



he d ep riv ed  of the prov inces sou th  of the A m u D arya  form erly 
belo n g in g  to  B okhara. In 1803  Em ir M äsum ’s so n  Sei'd H aidar
T o re  (Prince) succeeds to  the  th rone  under the nam e of Said. He
is k n o w n  as a religious v isionary  and  fanatic, and  he w as an in ­
capable ruler. H e w as succeeded  by  his son  N asrullah B ahadur 
K han, in his capacity of reg en t of Bokhara know n b y  the  nam e of 
E m ir N asrullah, in 1826. H is reign is characterized by  m urder, 
p o ison  and  treachery, and  he is generally regarded  as one  of the 
m o st profligate ty ran ts of B okhara. D uring  his m iserable g o v ern ­
m en t Bokhara, sunk  into a bottom less poo l of vice, becam e an 
apple of d iscord  betw een E ngland  and Russia bo th  of w hom  despatch 
m issionaries w ho are trea ted  scornfully by  N asrullah.

H is son  M ussaffar-eddin takes possession of the  w asted  coun ­
try  in  1860, and now  the  R ussians m ake their w ay  everyw here in 
C entral Asia. A fter an obstinate resistance under K hudayar Khan 
K okand  falls into the hands of the Russians in  1866. In 1868
S am arkand, belonging to  B okhara, is conquered  an d  incorporated
w ith  Russia. In 1868 and  1873 w hen  B okhara has sufficiently 
p ro v ed  its im potency, a  trea ty  is m ade betw een th is coun try  and 
Russia according to  w hich the  A m u D arya and som e p o in ts  o n  its 
bank, am ong  w hich Kerki, are transferred to  Russia, the  realm  of 
B okhara being, indeed, declared to  be independen t w hich it has 
con tinued  to  be form ally u n d e r M ussaffar’s fourth  son , Said  A bdul 
A khad. B ut bounded  by  Russian countries o n  all sides and  tra ­
versed  by  the Russian railw ay th is independence o n ly  holds good  
for the  internal affairs. T he E m ir is, of course, d ep e n d en t on the 
Russian statesm en, b u t Russia has no t p roceeded  to  the  com plete 
annexion of Bokhara, partly  ow ing  to  the g rea t expenses involved, 
partly  ow ing to the inner troub les w hich w ould , n o  doub t, be the 
conseqüence. T he relations betw een  Russia and  B okhara seem  to  
be excellent now . T he native adm inistration is decidedly the  cheaper 
and  m ore secure. A part from  the pleasure afforded by  a visit to  
the  original Islamitic realm w hich continues to  live in its o ld  cus­
tom s, the foreigner never m eets a d runken  person  in B okhara.

W ith its triangular tow n m ass B okhara covers an  area of abou t 
6 k ilom etres square, its d iam eter being  abou t 2 1/, k ilom etres. It is 
everyw here su rrounded  by  ab o u t 7  m etres high w alls (tshim ) w hose 
b read th  is 3 m etres a t the  foo t; they  are built of loess, basis and  
frame consisting of bricks and  tim ber. T he crow n of the  wall tha t is 
crenelated is continually in terrup ted  by  half-round bastions (burdsh) 
rising n o t very  m uch above the wall and  form erly  m o u n ted  with
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g uns. T he num ber of these  burdshes is given at 131. Seen  from 
w ith o u t the  tow n-w all looks very  im posing, the  yellow  loess re­
sem bles sandstone a t a distance, and in o lder tim e it m ust, indeed, 
have b een  a considerable strongho ld  and w ith a b rave  garrison  able 
to  keep  the  enem y at a distance. Even now  the wall is practically 
u n in ju re d , there  being  on ly  a few cracks in som e places tow ards 
th e  north . O ne m ay follow  the w alk on the ram part all ro u n d  the 
to w n  and  obtain from  here  an excellent view  across the  confusion 
of streets, lanes, m osques and  palaces w ithin the  wall and  the m any 
villages outside the latter. O ne day  I attem pted  such a walk, bu t 
after som e tim e I w as sto p p ed  by  a B okharan sen tinel w ho  forbade 
m y  p roceed ing  further and  asked m e to  go dow n  into the  streets 
again. H e w as look ing  after som e old guns w hich in  the  process 
of tim e had  dug  their w ay  in to  the  loess of the  wall. I asked the 
sentinel w hy he s tood  here, and  then he po in ted  to  the  guns w hich 
n o b o d y  w as allow ed to  approach ; he inform ed m e tha t neither was 
an y b o d y  allow ed to  w alk on  the ram part, w hich w as still kep t in 
repair like old fortresses o u t of use in  E urope.

I had , how ever, already  w alked long  eno u g h  to  gain a g o o d  
su rv ey  of the rem arkable city, for th is w as n o t m y on ly  visit on  
th e  ram part; I had  nam ely discovered w here th e  sentinels w ere 
and , of course, avoided  them ; m y behaviour as ton ished  the civil 
B okharans, bu t all of them  knew  that I w as the  g u es t of the  Em ir 
and  took  com fort in this, b u t nevertheless they  w atched  m y m ove­
m en ts closely, w henever I w as on the ram part, p robab ly  to  find 
o u t how  such a foolhardiness w ould  end.

Seen  from  above the  tow n  looks odd  w ith  its flat roofs built 
toge ther and of the sam e colour as the  loess; the  walls, streets and 
tom bs resem ble a loess plateau w here the rain has furrow ed  nar­
row  drains, w hich are th e  streets and  lanes, and  the holes w here 
are the ponds (havs), w hereas the undulating  surface of the  burial 
g ro u n d s  form ed b y  the po in ted  sarkhanähs are  n o t unlike the  
flying sands w ith their dunes, or a sea w hich has sudden ly  tu rned  
quie t after running  high. T he flat roofs seem  to  be  continuous, 
so  th a t one m ight be able to  w alk all over the  to w n  from  roof to 
roof, streets and  lanes are so  narrow . N o po in ted  tow ers and  b u t 
few m inarets (minar) rise above th e  flat mass. O n ly  one  single 
m inaret, “T he T ow er of the  D ead ” , resem bling a m igh ty  w aste- 
steam  pipe rises above th e  o ther m inarets w hich are rather low. 
B ut the  m ono tony  is p leasantly  relieved b y  th e  m any  cupolae, 
either covered w ith glazed, green  or blue, tiles o r  on ly  sm eared



w ith loess or plaster, and by the num erous thimble form ed towers 
of m osques and m edresses, especially w hen the sun shines upon 
the polished glazing. Raised above the w hole tow n like a higher 
loess terrace is the castle of the Emir, w hich is called the A rk; it 
is built on a hill in the m iddle of the tow n and encircled by a 
higher crenelated wall with half-round bastions which prevent every 
profane visit and look into the nearest surroundings of the ruler. 
H ere and  there high m ulberry and  apricot trees, a w alnut, a willow 
or an elm peep forth above the roofs, in som e places there is even 
a circle of them, and then they  encom pass a pond  or border the 
irrigation canals.

A  closer view  reveals the open  market-places, w hich seem  to 
be depressions in the loess, because their surface is of quite the 
same colour as the roofs, except w hen populated , for then they 
teem  w ith w hite tu rbans which, seen from above, look like water- 
lilies m oving before the wind on the surface of a lake.

O n  the extensive burial g rounds within the walls a gum bas with 
round  cupola or the m ausoleum  of a larger saint’s tom b here and 
there rises above the tom bs of the com m on m ortals, black and 
w hite yak-ox tails (tokh) w ave before the w ind together with the 
saints’ colours; elsewhere the m ono tony  of the literally speaking 
dead m ass is only relieved by  a single tree hung  w ith rags, a 
thorny  bush  or a tamarisk.

O ne quarter of the tow n seem s to  be one com pact loess mass, 
nam ely the bazars w ith their covered streets.

In th e  greatest heat in the m iddle of a sum m er’s day there is 
often no living being to  detect w hen looking dow n from  above, 
everybody hides aw ay from  the heat; the tow n resem bles an aban­
doned  loess desert above w hich m inarets and cupolae rise like 
m onum ents of a generation g one  by ; bu t from early in the m or­
n ing  until n o o n  and then again later in the afternoon the white 
tu rbans m ove abou t like the w hite heads of the cotton in the field 
in after-sum m er. Then there is bo th  enough to  see and hear, the 
air is filled w ith a confusion of sounds due to  the d o g s’ howling, 
the donkeys’ braying, the cooing Of the turtle-dove, the cry of the 
m ueddin  from  the m inarets of the  m osques and the cackling of the 
extraordinary quantities of storks w hose thousands of nests cover 
cupolae, tow ers and roofs w hich they  adorn with their presence, 
b u t no t w ith  their dung  and refuse w hich is only rem oved by  rain, 
snow  or insects.

O utside the town-walls the region which is flat in all directions,
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is en livened  by num erous villages shaded  b y  all k inds of fruit-trees 
an d  v in es ; betw een  the  tow ns there are here and  there fenny, 
m arsh y  tracts covered  w ith  rushes and  reeds, b u t the im m ediate 
n e ig h b o u rh o o d  is fertile.

Inside the tow n-w alls it soon  begins to g row  upon  one that 
B okhara  is a capital; the  lo n g  w inding and  m eandering  streets w hich 
seem  to  have neither beg inn ing  nor end  im m ediately suggest that 
th e  distances are greater here  than  elsew here in th e  tow ns of C en ­
tra l A s ia ; and  the sw arm  of people b y  w hich the tow n  life is charac­
te rized  is very  im posing in the  various centres.

T h e  tow n  can only  be en tered  th rough  the gates w hose num ber 
is 11; th ey  derive their nam es from  the m ain stree ts or, speaking 
m o re  correctly, m ain roads lead ing  th rough  the tow n , nam ely  D ar- 
vas-i-M azar, D arvas-i-K aule o r Karshi, -i-Sale-Khaneh, -i-Namas-i-gah, 
-i-Sheik-D jelal, -i-Karakul, -i-U ghlan, -i-Shinghiran, -i-Talipakh, -i-Iman 
and  D arvas-i-Sam arkand. All these gates w here the re  is a so rt of 
g u a rd  are shu t at n igh t and  the keys delivered at th e  palace of the 
Emir, w here they  are again fetched the next m orn ing ; on ly  at the 
ga te  w here  the  road from  N ew  Bokhara leads in to  the  to w n  are 
th e  keys always w ith the  guard  a t the gate o u t of regard  to  the 
R ussian political agency, w hich has free passage d ay  and  night.

C a n a l s .  T he tow n  is w atered  b y  S hahr-i-R ud (The T ow n- 
Canal), entering by  the ga te  of D arvas-i-M azar; it is th e  largest 
canal of the country  and after traversing the  to w n  it ends at the 
w estern  wall a t the gate of Talipakh; in the to w n  it divides into 
m any  sm aller canals w hich convey  w ater to  all parts of the  city. 
T he m ain canal is open  and  in  places it is an unp leasan t broad 
ravine bordered  b y  fru it-trees, elms and  pop la rs, bu t th e  sm aller 
canals are covered b y  beam s, boards, rice and  loess, so  tha t g en e ­
rally one does n o t notice their presence, if a ho rse  does n o t step 
th ro u g h  the ro tten  cover, o r  they  open  the gratings w hich lead 
dow n to  the w ater and  are p laced there that the  inhabitan ts m ay 
be able to  fill their leathern  bags w ith the  m uddy , yellow  w ater. 
T he narrow  streets often run  along  th e  edge of th e  open  canal, 
and  driving in a carriage is rather uncom fortable h e re , as the  least 
w ro n g  m ovem ent or a slip of the loess can u pse t the  vehicle in to  
the  canal. T he bank of the  canal varies from  10 to  15 m etres in 
the  to w n , from 20  to  2 5  m etres outside the  walls. T he canal is 
filled 2 and 3 tim es a m o n th  according to  the  w an t of w ater for 
the  p o nds in the tow n o r the  fields. T he banks are generally  sandy,
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an d  th e  dep th  is 2  and 3 m etres. W here it leaves the Serafshan 
a m o u n d  o r dike is built w hich is partly  carried off w henever the 
w ate r is to  be led into th e  tow n, and  then it is again shu t for a 
new  accum ulation  of w ater. Loess and sand steadily drift into the 
canal, and  as the  w hole construction  is rather prim itive, it has to  
be cleansed  o u t every  year.

S t r e e t s .  All the streets are narrow  to  an incredible degree; 
in the  m ain streets tw o arbas can just barely pass b y  each other, 
in som e places one of them  m ust make w ay for th e  o ther b y  tu rn ­
ing off into a side-street; in the smaller streets the  sides of the 
carriage graze the walls du ring  the passage, and m ost of them  can 
only  be traversed b y  riders and  pedestrians, being  often b u t 1 and 
Vj,  m etres broad. O nly  in very  few places in the m iddle of the 
tow n  a slight attem pt of pav ing  has been m ade, m ore particularly 
a curiosity, the streets being  elsew here unpaved; in the  dry  season 
suffocating clouds of loess dust always hover betw een the houses, 
and in the w et season the passage is very  difficult ow ing to  the 
sticky loess w hich settles on w heels, horses and p eo p le ’s legs, to  
say no th ing  of one’s slipping no end of tim es. T he enorm ous 
traffic in the main streets low ers the level of the s tree t m ore and  
m ore, and accordingly the  buildings com e to  look  h igher than  they  
really are; for m ost of them  their appearance is n o t im paired, how ­
ever, as the wall and the cu t dow n slope in the loess pass g radu ­
ally in to each other, bo th  as regards colour and  generally  also as 
regards regularity. D uring  the w et season this cu tting  dow n of the 
streets renders the passage very  dangerous to  riders and pedestrians, 
as it is nearly im possible to  step aside for carriages and  caravan 
animals, because the bo ttom  of the street by  degrees consists only 
of tw o  tracks in to  which one easily slips dow n w hen attem pting  to  
g et up on the broad slopes along  the row s of houses.

T o find one’s w ay th rough  the tow n  requires a very  long  stay. 
As starting points the bazar, the ponds, the burial g rounds and  a 
few m osques and m edresses situated on open  spaces m ust be kep t 
in m ind. Generally one seem s quite lost in the long  m eandering  
streets w here the outer walls of the houses pass on continually like 
an infinite yellowish g rey  wall w hose m ono tony  is only  b roken  by  
small doors or gates which are always properly  barred. W hen seen 
from w ithout even palaces, serais and several m osques only  seem  
to  be yellow ish grey walls inside w hich life goes on in su rround ings 
differing very  m uch from  w hat the ou ter shell suggests. V ery  few



main streets have nam es w hich consequently are not of m uch use 
for finding o n e’s w ay; the B okhara m an finds his w ay by  the aid 
of the points m entioned above o r by know ing the nam e of som e 
m an o r o ther or som e institution in the street. The tow n is said 
to  have abou t 360  larger and smaller streets, and as m any mosques 
and  m edresses are said to be found in this sw orn city of Islam; 
the  latter num ber is, how ever, no  doub t only about 100.

Life in  the tow n exclusively pulsates near the bazar or the bazars 
w ith  their serais, round 
the p o nds and  in 
the larger and smaller 
market-places (m aidan).
L ong caravans of ca­
m els, horses o r don ­
keys, o r endless p ro ­
cessions of loaded ar- 
bas traverse am idst cries 
and  hard  blow s on all 
sides the m ain streets 
w hich lead in to  these 
centres of com m erce 
and  industry.

The sm aller streets 
and  lanes w here Bok­
hara people have their 
private houses are si­
lent and still, no end 
of clay-w alls above 
w hich rises a single 
bala-khaneh like a first-floor; w e pass a donkey tied at a door or 
a gate, ready  to  bring its p roprie tor or proprietress to  the bazar, 
a single rider, a few  half-naked children playing in the  dust, a 
w om an w rapped  up in the long  farandje and w ith a  horse-hair’s 
veil (chasband) before her face; apart from  this all seem s empty. 
A t the sigh t of the E uropean in these rem ote streets w here it is 
difficult for tw o persons to  pass b y  each other the w om an as soon 
as possible tu rns in to a sid e -s tree t w here she hides, disappears 
the sam e w ay she has com e, or if she cannot get away, leans to ­
w ards the  wall w ith averted face. It happens that a house-ow ner 
opens his gate and peeps out to  look  w ith astonishm ent at the 
im puden t foreigner w ho ventures outside the bazar; his face flashes
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w ith  fu ry  against the infidel d o g , he calls his servants w ho pour 
o u t a flow  of abuse, often succeeded  by  lum ps of loess , m elon 
peels etc. T o  w alk abou t here by  o n e’s self is decidedly  dangerous. 
In th e  bazar the foreigner is to lerated , and  is regarded  either as a 
m erch an t or an  am bassador; b u t no t in the private quarters w here 
B okhara  people th ink th a t he  can only  have com e o u t of an  interest 
fo r th e  female elem ent. B eing the guest of the E m ir and  having 
m y  revolvers abou t m e I often m ade such excursions alone, g en e ­
rally to  collect m y tho u g h ts  after the kaleidoscopic im pressions w hich 
every  day  crow ded u p o n  m e in the centre of the residence and  
also to  g o  back in im agination to  those rem ote tim es, w hose trace 
has vanished  in E urope.

T he bustle of life is g rea test in the bazars w here  all shades of 
the  popu la tion  of C entral and  M id Asia afford an  exceedingly pic­
tu resq u e  sight in a literal sense of the w ord. Tadjiks and  U sbegs 
w ith  their m any coloured silk and  cotton khalats and  white-, blue- 
o r red-striped  tu rbans are in  the  m ajority; then the re  are Kirghiz in 
fur-dresses w ith black fur-caps or felt-caps set w ith  co loured  ribbons 
or braids or in  camel b row n khalats, A fghans in snow -w hite w oollen  
caftans, Jew s in  khalats of one colour w ith a string  ro u n d  their 
w aists and  a small black fur-cap, tall Turkom ans w ith  the gigantic 
fur-cap (chugerm a), H indoos w ith  black silk calottes, a m otley  sw arm  
of riders, pedestrians, arbas, caravans of horses, drom edaries, camels 
and  donkeys am ong w hich at long  intervals a E u ropean  is seen 
m aking his w ay, or a  small p rocession of calandars, a single der­
vish, an A rabian lay preacher. In all th is confusion one m ust have 
o n e ’s eyes abou t one no t to  be run over or ridden  d o w n , for 
the cam el’s and  horse’s h oo f and the arba’s w heels g rind  close 
to  the small platform  w here the m erchant sits w ith  crossed legs 
am ong his wares. T he crow d is greatest in the so -ca lled  “ Chahr- 
sehs” , small, round places, covered  w ith ro und  cupolae, from  w hich 
the  streets of the bazar issue, and w here it is v e ry  dangerous to  
stay. H ere one had better sit dow n in the shop  on  the platform  
n o t to  expose life and  lim bs to  danger. “ P oshst! P o s h s t ! ” “ Take 
care. Take care!” is heard  all round  from  the drivers in streets 
and bazars.

E ntering  by the city gate of D arvas-i-Sam arkand on  o n e ’s w ay 
from N ew  Bokhara one has nearly half an  h o u r ’s w alk , before 
reaching the quarter of the bazars w hich begin a t th e  w ell-know n 
place of M aidan -i-L ab ihavs-i-D ivam beg i w ith one  of th e  largest 
p onds of Bokhara of the sam e nam e. F rom  here th e  covered  bazar



streets in terrupted by open streets extend over a considerable area. 
In som e tow ns in Bokhara the bazar is one single m ass of continu­
ous tunnels; here there are abou t 50 different bazars within the 
city-walls and about 20 outside the latter; bu t m ost of them  are, 
indeed, p re tty  close together. Each bazar (tim) has its ow n Aksa- 
kal w ho maintains order 
am ong its m erchants and 
artisans. A  few of these 
bazars have their special 
articles, thus in Tim-i-Ab- 
dullah-K han they deal in 
velvet, muslin, brocade and 
satin, in another, Tim-i-Tan- 
ninga in silk, in a third,Tim - 
i-Gilam in carpets.

Tim  - i - A bdullah - Khan 
derives its nam e from this 
Em ir w ho built the bazar 
which, like all that he erect­
ed is solid and  beautiful, 
differing very  m uch from 
those added  later. A m ong 
other bazars m ay be nam ed 
D aral built m ostly of w ood, 
and w here they deal in In­
dian m anufactured goods, 
w om en’sfinery and  w om en’s 
shoes, the large chahrseh of 
K hodsha M uham m ed-i-P i- 
ran w here they  deal in head­
gears (kalapush or chelpak) 
and the bazar of Timtshe 
Chai Furutshi. In form er days there w as also the slave-bazar or slave- 
serai from  w hich Bokhara w as furnished with Persian slaves (kul), 
especially by the Turkom ans, bu t the bazar has now  been suppressed 
by the Russians. W e have here nam ed some of the m ore im portant 
bazars, b u t the various industries are distributed in certain streets 
in the larger g roups of the bazars; w hen covered these streets are 
called rhasta, and the bazar itself tim. In a street close by  the 
above nam ed large chahrseh they  deal exclusively in w oven  silk rib­
bons of various breadth , used for belts (kamarband); close by the

T h e  w o o d - m a r k e t  a t  B o k h a ra .



m o n e y  changers have the ir sh o p s , Rhasta Sarafshan (from  Saraf or 
Seraf =  exchanger), w here they  sit on  their aivän w ith  large heaps 
of T enga  and  P u l before th em ; here are also booksellers w ith  their 
piles of b o o k s , nearly all of w hich are in green  bind ings w ith  red  
backs. In the  streets issuing from  here one m erchant on ly  deals 
in pum pkins (kalian), used for holding the w ater of the  w ater-pipe 
(chillem), o r for keeping snuff and chew ing tobacco (nos) and  called

nos-kaduh . B eside, o thers 
deal in carved and  painted 
bam boos (chillem-nai) used  
for tubes for the  w ater- 
pipe, and  again  in ano ther 
region is nos lying like a 
gravel-heap before the m er­
chant am idst large piles of 
the green ish  yellow  snuff 
and quid . In a lo n g  street 
ending near L ab ihavs-i-  
D ivam begi they  deal in 
no th ing  b u t Russian m anu ­
factured g o o d s  of the  brigh t 
colours know n from  the 
annual m arkets in C entral 
Russia. To th is bazar m any 
Jew s alw ays reso rt; they  
are the  on ly  peop le  w ho 
side im m ediately  w ith  the 
E uropean  w hereas B okhara 
people look  at the  latter 
w ith an expression  w hich 
show s distinctly their aver­

sion to  the foreigner (faranghi). N ear the belt bazar is the  knife 
bazar w hich is very rich and  interesting. H ere th e y  m ostly  deal 
in the dagger-form ed knives em ployed by every inhab itan t of C entral 
Asia as too l and  suspended  from  h is . belt, bu t .w e also find the 
long  knives (kard) exclusively used as w eapons, and  curved  sw ords. 
T he scabbards as well as handles often glitter w ith  ham m ered  ou t 
plates of silver decorated w ith  any am ount of tu rquoises and  o ther 
precious stones, or the  scabbards are m ade either of b row n leather, 
M orocco-leather or A m erican lac, called A m erican b y  the  natives, 
and  are sew ed all over w ith coloured silk. In the  knife bazar there

F r o m  th e  J e w s ’ q u a r te r  o n  t h e  o u ts k ir t  o f  B o k h a ra , 

n e a r  th e  to w n -w a l l ,



is also a section w here the brow n leathern purses, furnished with 
silk em broideries, are d isposed of; the purses are in tended to  be 
suspended  from  the belt to keep  m oney, tobacco, the indispensable 
razor w ith w hich the grow n-up natives shave their heads, or other 
im plem ents. N orth ­
w ard leads the street 
of the sellers of an­
tiquities, w here one 
finds E uropean  thim ­
bles, pistols, Chinese 
vases, K ashm ir cups,
Khivinian w eights and 
a chaos of o ther w ares 
from  all Asia, such 
as arm ours, sw ords, 
spears, shields etc.

In a close, long 
and g loom y bazar are 
the apothecaries with 
their odorous articles 
in jars, glasses and 
paper bags; there are 
m any European  p ro ­
ducts, such as m or­
phia w hich can be 
bough t here in as 
large doses as one 
likes and  European 
quinine pills which 
are very  necessary 
against the fever.
N ear th e  apotheca­
ries are the  grocers 
with all possible sorts 
of g rocery  am ong 
which large loaves of white sugar-candy (kant) is the principal article. 
H ere is also a section for m atches, bo th  European and  Bokharan, 
the latter furnished w ith sulphur, bu t w ithout heads.

In a very  long  covered bazar street tow ards the w est ready­
m ade m en ’s dresses are d isposed of from  the sim ple greyish brow n 
over-dress of cam el’s w ool (chapan) and the th in  m any coloured

V a r io u s  fo r m s  o f  B o k h a r a n  k n iv e s  to  b e  c a r r ie d  in  th e  b e l t .  

A ll a r e  in te n d e d  fo r to o ls .
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co tto n  khalat o r don  to  the  caftan em broidered w ith  go ld  w hich 
is w o rn  b y  th o se  of h igh  rank , and here w e also see a splendid 
d isp lay  of long  b oo ts  em bro idered  w ith gold  and large saddle-cloths 
for th e  horses of the  w ell-to-do. The B okharans are m asters of 
m ak ing  gold- and  silver-brocade and  m asters of fixing the price of 
it. C lose b y  w e en ter the  b o o t bazar w here the soft long  boo ts 
(yetik), m ore like a k ind  of stockings and decorated  w ith  all sorts

L e a th e rn  w a lle ts  (N o . 2 f ro m  th e  le f t  o f  lin en }  e m b r o id e r e d  w ith  s i lk . T h e y  a r e  c a r r ie d  in  th e  b e l t ,  

u s e d  fo r  m o n e y  o r  to b a c c o .  T h e  o n e  fa r th e s t  to  th e  r i g h t  is  u s e d  fo r  k e e p in g  th e  r a z o r . 

O lu f s e n 's  p r iv a te  C o lle c t io n .

of colours and em broidery, are so ld  together w ith w o o d en  galoches 
(kaush), and long  sharp nosed , yellow  tanned  long  boats w ith  heels 
as po in ted  as awls.

In a narrow  street w hich seem s alm ost as if it w ere  in tended  
for break ing  o n e’s legs, as it goes up and  dow n con tinually  betw een  
the sm all open shops, w hich lean dism ally to w ard s the  street, 
they  deal in everything belong ing  to  the  equ ipm ent of cam els and  
donkeys , saddles, pack-saddles, sp lendid  ropes of cam el’s w ool, 
alw ays of several colours, head-gears, bells for cam els an d  donkeys,



fetters for the animals, w hips and  pegs with which the donkey is 
tickled up.

F rom  the latter bazar one  passes through  the stinking kitchen 
bazar, w here various ready-m ade dishes are disposed of from open 
kitchen-ranges of clay, in to the  above nam ed bazar for w om en’s 
finery w here they  deal bo th  in ord inary  w om en’s dresses, recorded 
above, and  in baby linen, bu t w here the caps em broidered with

W o m a n 's  h e a d -k e r c h ie f  w i th  g o ld - b r o c a d e .  O lu fs e n ’s  p r iv a te  C o lle c t io n .

^old for w om en and  children and  the beautiful head-kerchiefs of 
äilk furnished w ith a broad  b row -band  of gold-brocade strike one 
most. A nd  farther on we traverse the muslin bazar w here the long, 
narrow rolls of fine, white, red- o r blue-striped stuff, are sold  and 
:he long  tu rban  cloths, w rought w ith gold and often abou t 50 feet 
ong; m ost of this has been in troduced  from India, in summ er 
:aravans arrive 2 and 3 tim es a m onth. After a long walk through 
:he silk bazar, w here long narrow  pieces of silk in gay  colours 
la n g  dow n from  the shops like Chinese signs, w e enter a large 
solid chahrseh under w hose cupola and side-rhastas the sellers of



v elve t exhibit their articles. H ere is a sight to  tem p t the foreigner, 
nam ely  th e  m ost m agnificent articles of silk velvet of m any, but 
beau tifu lly  arranged  colours. A s in the case of silk the pieces are 
alw ays narrow  strips of a b read th  n o t exceeding 1 fo o t; E uropean  
use  of th e  article is also p recluded , because it is difficult to  get 
en o u g h  of the sam e p a tte rn ; b u t the  exhibition is sp lendid  to  look 
at. A ll the  m erchants them selves seem  very  w ell-to-do; they  are 
v e ry  slow  to  do business w ith  anybody  and  hard ly  k n o w  w hether 
th ey  w an t to  answ er; th ey  take their tea and  sm oke the ir w ater- 
pipe , and  in  their m agnificent costum e they  regard  the  E uropean  
w ith  an  air expressing at the  sam e tim e con tem pt of the  infidel 
d o g  and  p ity  for his appearance w hich in their eyes is less well- 
to -do . It is practically a favour to  procure anyth ing  even  at an 
ab su rd  price, b u t their w ares are, indeed, of the  best industry  of 
B okhara , each th read  in th is velvet is silk.

N o t far from  the bazar dealt w ith above for m e n ’s dresses is 
one  of the m ost in teresting  bazars in Bokhara w here th e ' sm iths in 
m etals have their quarter, b o th  in a very  long, covered  stree t and  in 
neighbouring  side-streets. Their articles are exhibited in the shops 
facing the street, and behind  the  sm iths have their forges w here  they  
so lder and  ham m er and m ake a noise as if all sm iths in  the w orld  
had  com e together. H ere w e see the beautiful tea- and  w ater-jugs 
(aftäbä and  chaidjush) of brass and copper, characteristic of M id 
and  C entral Asia, the g rea ter num ber being, indeed , of th e  form er 
m etal; they  often em ploy  brass and copper in  th e  sam e jug , the 
lid  is, for instance, of brass and  the ju g  of copper, o r th ey  deco ­
rate the brass jugs w ith silver-m ounting; and  the  brass jugs are 
engraved  in elegant patterns w ith prim itive tools. H ere  are eno r­
m ous copper dishes, copper po ts, lids to  be p laced  over the na­
tional dish, pillau, tha t it m ay  be kept w arm , num ero u s sizes, b u t 
rather uniform  shapes, of vessels an d  small jars in  w hich  th e  natives 
p reserve butter, herbs, spices, sugar etc., m ost of them  of tinned  
copper in w hich patterns of flowers, leaves o r geom etrical figures, 
passages from  the K oran etc. are engraved dow n th ro u g h  the tin, 
so  tha t the  red  copper peep s  out. Special art and  decoration  are 
devo ted  to  the w ater-jug  and  the basin u sed  for w ash ing  hands 
after meals. T hey are often set w ith turquoises, beautifu l enam el 
o r ham m ered  ou t w ith plates of silver. H ere  are also th e  finest 
w ater-pipes (chillem) w here the  kalian is ado rned  w ith  brass m o u n t­
ing , and  the tubes are m ade of brass, the  w hole often  se t w ith  
tu rquoises or corals (m ardyan).



E very th ing  seen here is n o t m anufactured in Bokhara; many 
of the fine jugs and  brass trays, m etal drum s, resem bling old hel­
mets, and  copper m ortars have been introduced from  Kashmir, 
K ashgar, K hotan Yarkend and  from  Persia.

A s in  o ther Bokharan tow ns the  bazars of blacksm iths and the 
turners lie d o se  together. A s is the case in  the o ther trades part 
of the  open  shop  is also the w orkshop . T he sm iths ham m er on 
the anvil, so tha t the sparks fly across the street; w e w ere, indeed, 
often obliged to  ask them  to  s to p  a b it w hilst w e passed by, and 
the shavings from  the tu rner’s la the take the sam e direction. Here 
the  thin shoes w ithout calks for horses and donkeys are m ade, the 
room y stirrups, often laid w ith plates of silver or ham m ered in with 
silver threads, the large nails for 
the doo rs  and gates of the well- 
to -do  and  of public buildings, 
often decorated  w ith silver- and 
gold-threads, the B okharan hatchet 
the edge of w hich is at right an ­
gles to  the  handle, except the 
hatchet of cerem ony w hich is like 
the E uropean  and  always o rna­
m ented w ith  an engraved silver- 
o r b rass-hand le , the  Bokharan 
spade (shovel and pickaxe) the 
edge of w hich is tu rned  as in 
the axe and  the primitive coulter, a sort of iron ferrule w ith tw o
edges.

H ere as everyw here in B okhara the small industry  flourishes; 
everything is m ade by  small artisans w ho sell directly from  their 
shop  as soon  as the  article is finished, factories are unknow n. It 
appears from  the foregoing tha t the w ork is greatly divided, in one 
bazar s tree t one, for instance, b uys a kalian for o n e’s chillem, in 
another the  tube, in a th ird  the  tobacco  (tam aku), p repared  in large 
rough  leaves, in a fourth  the  head  of the pipe.

T he tu rners and  the sm iths have, probably  out of practical con­
siderations, taken  their stands near one another; one  may, con­
sequently, go  direct to  the tu rner at the side of the sm ithy to  buy
a handle for th e  hatchet or spade or the w ood  for the plough
(sabän). T he tu rner m akes spinning-w heels for the cotton, distaffs, 
the in fan t’s beds w ith bow s over w hich is spread a cloth to  shelter 
the  child from  sun and dust, w ooden  shovels for cleansing the

K a la p u s h  o f  s t r a w  a n d  o f g o ld - b r o c a d e ;  th e  la t te r  

is u s e d  b y  w o m e n  a n d  c h i ld r e n ,  th e  fo r m e r  is  ra re . 
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B o k h a r a n  ju g s  ( c h a id ju s h )  o f b ra s s ,  p a r t ly  w i th  s i lv e r  o r n a m e n ts .  E n g r a v e d  in  P e rs ia n  s ty le . T h e ir  

fo rm  is  m o re  in  K a s h g a r  a n d  Y a rk e n d  s ty le .  N a t, M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's  C o lle c t io n .

canals, w ooden  forks, the characteristic bird-cages fo r quails or par­
tridges and  the long cubic w ooden  lanterns w ith oiled paper panes 
em ployed  in Bokhara.

B o th  in the tu rner’s and  the sm ith’s w ork-shop  the  turning-

B o k h a r a n  te a - ju g s  (c h a id ju s h )  o f  b r a s s ,  e n g r a v e d  in  P e r s ia n  s ty le  w i th  c o n v e n t io n a l  l e a v e s  a n d  

f lo w e rs . A s  in  a l l  j u g s  p ic tu r e d  in  th i s  b o o k ,  t h e  h a n d le  re p r e s e n ts  a  d ra g o n ,
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F r o m  t h e  le f t  t o  t h e  r i g h t :  2  b r a s s  ju g s  (c h a id ju s h )  e n g r a v e d  m o r e  in  K a s h m ir  s ty le .  C o p p e r  ju g  

w i th  h a n d le ,  s p o u t  a n d  l id  o f  b r a s s  (k u n g a n )  in  K o k a n d  w o r k . E n g r a v e d  b ra s s  j u g  ( c h a id ju s h ) ,  a c ­

c o r d in g  t o  th e  n a t iv e s  in  o r ig in a l  B o k h a r a  s ty le .  E n g r a v e d  b r a s s  ju g .

N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's  C o lle c t io n .

W a te r - ju g s  fro m  B o k h a ra  (a ftäb d ). T h e  s ty le  o f  th e  tw o  firs t  t o  th e  le f t  r e s e m b le s  th e  In d ia n - A fg h a n  

s ty le . T h e  la s t  is  in  K h o r a s s a n -s ty lc . N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's  C o lle c t io n .



la the w hirls ro u n d  and  ro u n d , generally draw n b y  a half o r quite 
naked  cripple w ho pulls th e  ends of a belt w hich is tw isted  round  
th e  axle of the  driving-w heel, or should  the  tu rn er be alone, he 
uses a bow  w hich he draw s to  and  fro, the string  is tw isted once 
ro u n d  the axle.

T he sm ith em ploys his file a g reat deal toge ther w ith his turn-

B o k h a ra n  s p in n in g - w h e e l  fo r  s p in n in g  c o t to n  w o o l .  T h e  s t ic k  f o r  t h e  s p in d le  s t a n d s  to  t h e  r ig h t .  

O n  th e  b o a r d  t o  th e  le f t  a r e  tw o  s m a ll  w in d e r s  fo r  th e  y a r n .  N a t.  M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n 's

C o lle c t io n .

in g -la th e , and bo th  sm ith and turner decorate their w ares w ith 
prim itive painting in gay  colours.

In the saddlers’ street, always frequented b y  m any  and  various 
national types, are bough t the  high w ooden  saddles deco rated  in 
g audy  red and green and w ith ivory and brass nails and  w ith a 
long  horn  in front. T hey are very  strong  and, hav ing  g row n  ac ­
custom ed to them, one finds them  very  com fortable to  ride in; 
saddles are always furnished w ith  m any rings and  eyes from  w hich 
long  strings hang  dow n; from  the latter one su spends th e  tea-



ju g  and  o ther things indispensable to  riders in these regions. To 
prevent the  saddle from  gliding there are always fron t and back 
straps. H ere w e find horse-trappings w here the straps are covered 
all over w ith silver- or gold-plates, inlaid w ith turquoises, and short 
w hips, the  handles of w hich are set w ith thousands of turquoises. 
In the sam e bazar one buys o n e ’s chinegob, a curious implement 
w hich at first sight is taken for a  cap and in which tea-vessels are 
kep t w hen  travelling on horseback. It is suspended across the horn 
of the saddle and the vessels are w rapped up  in cotton cloth.

Close to  the harness ba­
zar is tha t of the saddle-bags 
(kurdjum ), wallets of w oven 
carpetinglaid  across the saddle, 
so that the seat rests on the 
m iddle piece betw een the bags 
w hich are pushed  backw ard 
abreast of the stirrup straps.
T hey give the Bokharan rider 
w hen seen from  behind a ri­
diculous appearance, bu t are 
very  practical and strong.
These kurdjum s, often beau­
tifully w oven  in geom etrical 
patterns in yellow, red, brow n, 
blue and black contain pro ­
visions for the rider for se­
veral days.

A  very  interesting bazar is 
Rhasta Sergeran, that of the 
silver- and gold-sm iths. Like all the other m erchants the latter have 
open  shops w ith a small room  for their w orkshop i. e. for crucible, 
stiletto, small ham m ers, files, thongs, anvil etc. As soon as a thing 
has been finished, it is pu t ou t for sale on the low  clay-platform, cha­
racteristic of the shops of these artisans. W ith their few and primi­
tive tools they produce beautiful gold- and silver-trinkets, specially 
w om en’s finery, rings and m ountings for w eapons. The m etal is 
ham m ered ou t in th in  plates pressed  in  patterns in Persian style 
w ith leaves and  flowers. M ost of the apparently massive female 
trinkets such as hair-pins, breast ornam ents, hair-dresses and  - the 
enorm ous ear-rings are generally filled w ith shellac, the m etal is 
quite thin, the gold  especially is n o t thicker than thin tissue-paper,
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w h ereas  the  m oun tings of arm s, ferrules and m outh-p ieces of knife 
an d  sw ord  sheaths are very  solid and  often very  well m ade. T he 
articles are profusely  ado rned  w ith turquoises, corals, garnets, opals, 
lap is lazuli, em eralds and  rubies, b u t only the  tu rquoises, corals, 
g a rn e ts  and  the lapis, are always real, as they  are found  in grea t 
quan tities in the B okharan m ountains and the neighbouring  Persia 
fo r w hich reason they  are very  cheap here; at least 90  p er cent 
of o th e r  precious stones, exposed for sale, are im itation stones. 
T h ere  is a very  grea t selection of finger rings ow ing  to  their being 
m uch  in  request by  b o th  sexes, especially the silver rings w ith  the 
lapis-plate in w hich the  nam e of the ow ner is eng raved ; the  latter

T h re e  la r g e  e a r th e n  ju g s  ( u n b u r n t)  a n d  fo u r  l a m p s  ( c li i r a k ) ,  th e  tw o  to  th e  le f t  o f g la z e d  c la y , th e  

t h i r d  o f  c a s t  i r o n  (c a s t  in  s a n d ) ,  t h e  fo u r th  t o  th e  r ig h t  o f  c o p p e r .  T h e  w ic k  ly in g  in  th e  o il  o r  

t a l lo w  o f th e  re c e iv e r  s t ic k s  o u t  fro m  th e  s p o u t .  T h e s e  la m p s  a r e  in  u s e  in  a l l  B o k h a r a n  h o u s e s , 

N a t. M u s . a t  C o p e n h a g e n ,  O lu f s e n 's  C o lle c t io n .

w hich is used as seal and  stam p is indispensable to  the Bokhara 
m an, w ho is generally unable to  w rite and therefore alw ays obliged 
to  have his seal (m urgh) a t hand  which he pu ts under contracts, 
letters etc., w hich thus becom e valid in law. E xcept the  seal-rings 
and  the flat silver- and  gold-rings in w hich passages from  the 
K oran are scratched, m ost of them  are rather rough ly  m ade, and 
the  stones, set in a very  high setting, generally fall o u t very  soon. 
A  single artisan in this bazar now  and then tries his hand  at 
enam el, bu t this is, as a rule, bad com pared w ith  th a t p roduced  
in o ther parts.

In the w estern part of the  tow n in a place w here  the  canal is 
open  is the bazar of the potters. The articles are p ro d u ced  on  the 
spot, and  accordingly the street is nearly always one  slush of m ud



and w ater. H ere are sold the gigantic jars used for clearing the 
canal and river w ater and so  large that a m an can hide in them , 
all possible sizes of w ater-jars and jugs, flat and deep earthen 
dishes dow n to  the small earthen lam ps (chiräk) generally used in the 
houses, in w hich burns a greasy wick, and  the round  earthen balls 
used b y  the children as toys. Jars and jugs have classical forms 
and are, as a rule, w ithout sp o u t and m ade of unglazed clay. But 
earthen dishes and  chiräks 
are glazed so badly, how ever, 
that the glaze falls off very 
soon ; th e  colours are m ostly 
blue, w hite and green. That 
the  art of glazing w as form er­
ly m ore developed  than it is 
now , appears from  the m agni­
ficent encrusted tiles found 
on  m osques and  m edresses; 
bu t it never properly  belonged 
to Bokhara, the kashis w ere 
either p roduced  in Persia or 
m ade in Bokhara by  in tro ­
duced Persian  m asters.

N ear the earthenw are ba­
zar are extensive bu tchers’ 
bazars w here the slaughtered 
cattle, especially sheep and 
lam bs, are hung  up to  be 
sold, m ore rarely beef, which 
is n o t eaten  m uch by  B okha­
ra peop le , as the  oxen are 
n o t killed until they  are o ld ; 
the m eat therefore becom es 
kattyk (tough). T here is, how ever, m uch horse-m eat w hich is eaten 
by  po o r people in Bokhara, no t b y  the well-to-do w ho maintain 
tha t one becom es w arm  (isyk) from  eating it. C am el’s, drom e­
dary ’s, and  g o a t’s m eat is also seen b u t only eaten by p o o r people. 
O f all bazars the bu tchers’ bazar is m ost stinking and dirty, all 
refuse is th row n out on the s tree t w hich is cleansed by  no one 
bu t the num erous dogs resorting here and w ho fight to  such a 
degree tha t it can be dangerous to  w alk here. It m ust be stated, 
how ever, tha t, in spite of the  w an t of street cleansing —  in the

L e a th e rn  b a g ,  u s e d  b y  th e  w a te r -c a r r ie r s  in  B o k h a ra . 

T h e  le a th e rn  p u r s e  t o  th e  r ig h t  is  u s e d  f o r  ra is in g  

w a te r  f ro m  th e  p o n d .  T h e  s t ic k  is  th e  h a n d le .  F ro m  

t h e  l e a th e rn  p u r s e  th e  w a te r  Is  p o u r e d  in to  th e  b a g  

w h ic h  h a n g s  o n  th e  b a c k  o f  t h e  w a te r -c a r r ie r .  N a t.  M u s. 

a t  C o p e n h a g e n .  O lu f s e n ’s  C o lle c t io n .



bazars th e  streets a re , in d eed , sprinkled over w ith  w ater to  p ro ­
duce coolness and  lay th e  dust, and then  they  are sw ep t with 
tam arisk  b room s —  B okhara is, according to  O riental no tions a clean 
to w n , an d  dead  horses, cam els and donkeys are n o t seen lying 
across th e  streets, such as is the  case in the actual residence of 
th e  S hah  of Persia, T eheran.

F a r o u t in the  no rthern  part of the tow n  the  carpet-dealers have

B a z a r  in  t h e  to w n  o f B o k h a ra  fo r  w a te r -b a g s  a n d  in f la te d  h id e s  u s e d  fo r  fe r r y in g  a c r o s s  th e  r iv e r s .

their bazar, Tim-i-Gilam, the principal part of w hich is m ade up  of 
an  open  square place encircled b y  open shops w ith  sto res  of th o u ­
sands and  thousands of carpets. H ere w e find th e  carpets w ith  
nap  (gilam) bo th  from  B okhara and  the neighbouring  countries, 
Persia, Turkestan, A fghanistan, B elutshistan and  from  th e  K irghiz 
in T urkestan, carpets w ithou t nap  (pallast) generally  w ith  a w hite 
g ro u n d  and  decorated  w ith variously  coloured  stripes or geom etrical 
figures and  splendid red, blue, black or w hite felt carpets (kighis), 
som etim es w ith patterns in  geom etrical designs, all th e  la tter m ade 
by  the Kirghiz tribes. T he carpets m ade in B okhara  and, as the  
others, on  prim itive loom s in  the  open  air are lo n g  and  narrow



and in quality  rank betw een the gilam of the Kirghiz and the 
Y om uts; they  can neither as to  solidity nor beauty  be com pared 
w ith those  of. the T urkom ans o r Persians, bu t they  surpass con­
siderably the  K ashgar, Afghan, Belutshee and com m on Kirghiz car­
pets. T he colours of the B okharan gilam are m ostly brow n or red 
w ith b lack, yellow, green 
or w hite geom etrical pat­
terns. A  special sort, used 
as prayer-carpets in the 
m osques are, as a rule, 
red  w ith a m osque-pishtak 
in w hite.

W hen w e add to  w hat 
has been  said above as to 
the bazars that in m ost of 
the larger and  smaller m ar­
kets (maidan) in fron t of 
m osques and m edresses or 
round the ponds under 
m at ten ts of durra-straw  an 
overw helm ing selection of 
dried and fresh fruit are 
sold, on the  ponds leathern 
bags, tursuk, for the car­
rying hom e of w ater from 
canals and  ponds to  the 
houses and  inflated g o a ts’ 
and w olves’ hides, sanaätsh, 
used at the ferries; tha t in a 
few small m arkets on the 
canals room  is reserved for 
the peasants here selling 
poultry, eggs and  milk— the 
last article is b ro u g h t round  the tow n  by  milk boys in small earthen 
po ts suspended  b y  strings across their shoulder or the back of the 
donkey  —  tha t som e larger places are quite occupied by the melon- 
dealers, and  that outside the walls are large fairs w here nom ads and 
peasants from  the villages com e together w ith live animals, camels, 
horses, donkeys, fat-tailed sheep, oxen and  goats, w e shall have 
given a survey  of the principal contents of the bazars w hich are in­
voluntarily  arranged like an ethnographical m useum .

M e r c h a n ts  o u ts id e  a  m o s q u e  in  B o k h a ra .  In  th e  fo r e g ro u n d  

t h e  p r im i tiv e ,  c o m m o n  b a la n c e  is  p la c e d  o n  a  t r u n k  r a m ­

m e d  d o w n  in to  th e  g ro u n d .



P o n d s .  C haracteristic centres of tow n life at B okhara as well 
as in th e  o ther tow ns of the  coun try  are the ponds. It is the  sam e 
th ing  here as everyw here in the dry countries of M id and  C entral 
A sia th a t the re  is life w here  there is water. T he p o nds are the  
ind ispensable reservoirs of the  tow n, for only at th e  tim es of dam ­
m ing  u p  is the Serafshan able to  yield w ater to  the  canals, and 
even  th en  it is no  rare th in g  for all the w ater to  be consum ed

V e g e ta b le s  in  th e  b a z a r  in  R ig is ta n  in  t h e  to w n  o t  B o k h a ra .

in th e  oasis of Sam arkand so th a t Bokhara m ust for som e tim e 
p u t u p  w ith w hat is left from  a form er period. A b o u t 20  and  30  
larger and  smaller p o nds are d istributed over th e  tow n , deepish  
pits d u g  dow n into the loess and  often p rov ided  w ith  s to n e -
settings and stairs leading dow n to  the w ater; th ey  are fringed 
by  high elms and  m ulberry-trees beneath  w hose shade there  are 
idyllic resorts am idst the yellow ish g rey  loess. B u t som e of the
charm of the  idyl is lost w hen  one sees the  natives w ash ing  their
arm s and  legs o r  clothes, in them , and  throw ing  all so rt of refuse 
from  fruits, m elons etc. into them , and  tha t the b lo o d  from  the 
shops of the cupper and  b loodletter runs ou t in to  th e  s tagnan t



w ater in small brooks. B ut th is does no t restrain people from 
drinking o u t of them ; m ost of the drinking w ater and w ater for 
cooking purposes is, on  the contrary, fetched here in spite of the 
stench w hich rises from  them  in sum m er and rem inds one of a 
dunghill pool. T hey are very, rarely cleansed, and  w hen this is 
done, as during  m y stay in the tow n  in 1899, I should  very much 
advise every  foreigner to  avoid staying in the residence. T he water

T h e  m e lo n  b a z a r  jn  R ig is ta n  a t  B o k h a ra .

teem s w ith  the eggs and larvae of the rishta and num erous infec­
tious bacilli; it makes one w onder that the tow n is n o t offener af­
flicted w ith  epidem ics w hich is com paratively seldom  the case.

In spite of the filth associated w ith the ponds, they  are idyls, 
nevertheless, for all is relative in th is w orld ; and w hen spring makes 
the elms and  the  m ulberry-trees spread their green roof across them , 
or w hen the w hite m ulberries h ang  like flakes of snow  dow n through 
the refreshing and  shady foliage, bo th  Europeans and  natives resort 
here to  take kara- o r kök chai (black or green tea) w ith  fruit and 
sw eetm eats, to  have a talk w ith  one another, do business on the



stone-sta irs o r en joy  them selves in various w ays. Especially w hen 
th e  afte rnoon  p rayer (näm as) has been  prayed  from  the  roofs of the 
m osques, th ey  exhibit a lively and  p icturesque sigh t w hose like is 
n o t easily found . It is like a fairy-tale from  the A rabian n ights or 
a  spectacu lar dram a w hich n o  theatre  has y e t been  able to  perform .

M o st of the  p o nds (havs) w ere m ade in fo rm er tim es by  the 
Em irs, their viziers (K ushbegis or D ivam begis), by  the  estates of the 
clergy (vakuf) or by  larger circles of m erchants. B ut one, the  p o n d  
near th e  m osque of H azreti-H alfa-K udait is covered  b y  a cupola
built u p  of bu rn t bricks, to  p reven t evaporation  of the  w ater and
its becom ing  covered w ith dust. A  grea t num ber of these reser­
vo irs covered  b y  cupolae are found  in the  reg ion  be tw een  Karshi 
and  th e  A m u D arya w hich is d ry  now ; m ost of them  w ere 
erected  by  A bdullah-K han; b u t few are still in repair. T he p o n d  of 
H azreti-H alfa-K udait is n o w  considered  holy, and  th e  w ater is d runk  
as a rem edy ; it is, no d o u b t, anyth ing  bu t g o o d , fo r after m y 
com pan ions had tasted it, th ey  declared it to  be w orse  than  w hat 
th ey  had  hitherto  com e across.

O n  the larger or sm aller bank  of the p o n d  shops and  chaikhanehs 
lie close together, and  every  p o n d  has its place for a fair. T he
bank  of the pond  is therefore always called m aidan (m arket) and
n o t after the pond  (havs).

H ere w e shall only describe tw o of the largest p o n d s  o r m ar­
kets w ith  ponds and  their surroundings, nam ely Rigistan and  Labi- 
havs-i-D ivam begi, w hich are indeed  w orth  seeing, n o t because there 
are n o t places and centres in  the M ahom edan-O rien tal w orld  w here 
the  buildings do n o t surpass those of Bokhara in sp lendour, but 
because everything, bo th  anim ate and  inanim ate, is so  un touched , 
genuinely  O riental tha t the  like of it is hardly to  be fo u n d  elsew here. 
A m ong  o ther m ore im portan t ponds m ay be nam ed Bälihavs, Lesak, 
M ir-D ostum , Labihavs-i-G aukshan and H avs-i-Rakhit; the  latter w as 
m ade by  A fghan m erchants beside their serai.

R igistan m eans m arket o r exchange and such a one is found 
in all larger Bokharan cities. T o  Rigistan lead b u t few  narrow  p as­
sages, and  it is partly an o pen  m arket in fron t of the  E m ir’s fortified 
castle, U rda or the Ark, partly  a large square space w hose centre 
is taken  up by a pond , Bala-i-havs. T he w hole is enclosed  b y  the 
h igh  walls of the A rk and  tw o  m edresses; and the  p o n d  is shaded 
by  large elms and  apricot-trees. T he open  shops a n d  the m at ten ts 
are closely packed all ro u n d  th e  pond  and in th e  p lace in  fron t of 
the A rk, and  w here there are no  m ore stable shops, low  tab les are



placed on  w hich the native m erchants sit surrounded by  their goods. 
T he place im m ediately in fron t of the A rk is called Bazar-i-lsafar 
and  is m ostly  occupied by  fruit- and m elon-dealers, b u t the space 
round  Bala-i-havs is especially reserved for the trade of cotton, 
tobacco , dried fruit, corn, flour, rice and m any Indian products. 
T housands and thousands of natives press forw ard in crow ds, and 
tables and  m at tents are often upse t by arbas and cam el caravans.

P o r c h  o f th e  A r k  f a c in g  R ig is ta n .

H adshis (M ecca pilgrims) w ho are in high esteem  in Bokhara, beg 
am ong the  shops together w ith cripples, lepers, singing calandars 
and dervishes, and from  early m orning  until late in the afternoon 
the w hole place resounds w ith  a fearful noise of cries and screams. 
T he m any tim es I had  an audience of the old D ivam begi, D jän Mirza 
D ivam begi, in the A rk it w as hard  w ork for our Russian hooded  
carriages to  force their w ay th rough  th is crow d to  the gate of the 
Ark, and, of course, it w ould never have been possible, if the escort 
of B okharan officials in fron t of the carriages and behind them  had 
n o t m ade room  by the aid of their w hips w hich were in full activity 
on everybody ’s back w ho came in  ou r way.



T h e A rk  is th e  E m ir’s o ld  castle of residence w hich w as built 
a b o u t 1000  A. D . by  A lp A rslan ; in 1742 N adir Shah ad ded  the 
so m e w h a t im posing  principal porch  facing Rigistan. It is situated  
o n  a hill, p robab ly  artificial, ab o u t 2 kilom etres in  circuit, encircled 
by  ab o u t 10 and 12 m etres h igh crenelated ' w alls and  bastions 
enc losing  in a square the  habitations of the  Em ir an d  his grandees, 
the  ha rem , the  state-prison (sindan) and the treasury . Inside the  
w alls the re  are beautiful small gardens and  cool reservoirs far dow n 
in th e  earth to  w hich the  w ater is led ; here w ere also th e  infam ous 
p rison  p its , filled w ith scorp ions and specially m alignant bed-bugs, 
in to  w hich  prisoners w ere th row n, and w here S to d d art and  C onolly  
are su p posed  to  have been  to rtured .

U p  to  the porch leads a broad, brick-built and  cem ented  flight of 
stairs flanked by  som e b ronze guns and  how itzers, and  here every  
o n e  except the K ushbegi and  Kasi-kalän, m ust d ism oun t, for only  
these  tw o m agnates and th e  Em ir himself are allow ed to  ride in to  
the  A rk. T he porch  is su p p o rted  by  tw o high conical tow ers, and 
over it betw een these tw o p lastered  giants there  is a loggia, above 
w hich is the only  public clock in Bokhara. T he la tter w as m ade 
b y  an Italian m echanician, G iovanni O rlando , w ho  had  been  sold  
as a slave to  Em ir N asrullah. N asrullah tried to  convert him  to  
Islam , b u t n o t succeeding in  his attem pt, he  passed  sentence of 
dea th  upon  him. In his d istress O rlando offered to  m ake a tim e­
keeper for the  Emir, and  the result w as the clock p rov ided  w ith 
A rabian  ciphres and still there . N asrullah w as so delighted w ith 
th is piece of w ork tha t he pardoned  O rlando w ho  w as appo in ted  
court-m echanician of B okhara ; b u t later on he failed in m aking a 
te lescope for astronom ic use and  was again sen tenced  to  dea th ; he 
w as, how ever, allowed to  choose betw een death  and  Islam , bu t 
refusing resolutely to  em brace th is faith he w as beheaded  in  1851. 
H e thus suffered the sam e fate as m any E uropeans b o th  before and  
afterw ards, w ho voluntarily  o r involuntarily  v isited  the  centre of 
fanaticism , N oble Bokhara. Below  the porch  w e are received by  
silk and  velvet dressed courtiers w hose belts and  sw ords are set 
w ith g o ld , silver and precious s tones; m asters of cerem onies w ith 
staffs walk in fron t leading us th rough  a long  p lastered  tunnel, 
then o u t into a narrow  lane flanked b y  com m on houses and  to  
the left into ano ther narrow  lane w here the B okharan  w atch  is 
draw n up w ith arm s p resen ted , and w here a n a rro w  gate  opens 
into one of the four-w inged yards w ith verandas o n  all sides, so 
com m on in Bokhara. H ere a num erous crow d of finely dressed



persons of quality pronounce their “ Selam A leikum ” w ith deep 
bow s, before w e are received b y  the D ivam begi in the chief w ing 
facing the  entrance gate and  are taken to  the usual m eal and  the 
sam e k ind  of audience, ’’Selam ", w hich I have gone th rough  so 
often and  shall describe in the follow ing chapter. T he w hole palace 
conveys an im pression of g rea t simplicity, som e poin ted  plaster 
niches, a  little painted stucco, a few carved veranda colum ns, carved 
folding doors and the com m on plastered lattice w indow s are the 
principal decoration ; it m ust, how ever, be rem em bered th a t no Euro­
pean  has seen m ore than w e saw  on  our w ay w hich is the same 
along w hich all o thers have been  led. The garden and the trea­
sury  are unknow n to  
every  E uropean, bu t 
there is n o  reason to  
presum e that special 
w orks of art are hid­
den here , b u t very 
probably  articles of 
value, such as perfect 
m etal and  precious 
stones. O n  asking 
leave to  see other 
parts of the  Ark, the 
D ivam begi always re­
fused m y  request.
O ne au thor says that 
inside the  A rk is a 
beautiful m inaret, bu t 
during  m y  m any and 
long stays at B okhara 
w hich 1 traversed in all directions I never saw  this m inaret; but 
there is a  small m osque for the  use of the Em ir and his relations. 
D uring  m y  journeys the  Em ir lived neither a t Bokhara no r in the 
Ark. T he Russians purposely  kep t him away from  the tow n to  
disuse the  population  of the  th o u g h t of independence; he lived 
and has lived for m any years in the provincial tow ns w here num e­
rous ark-like palaces w ere at his disposal. The D ivam begi resided 
in the A rk, and  the last tim e I w as at Bokhara he w as nom inated 
to the h ighest rank now  prevailing in Bokhara, K ushbegi (master 
of the  Begs), after the form er still h igher rank of A taluk had  been 
abolished. H e w as condem ned to  rem ain within the walls of the



A rk  fo r th e  rest of his life; for according to  old custom  the E m ir’s 
se co n d  in  com m and is n o t allow ed to leave the castle, as lo n g  as 
h e is aw ay, for th is w ou ld  b e  a sign of the  E m ir abandon ing  his 
th ro n e . A n d  the Em ir will certainly never m ore re tu rn  to  the  Ark. 
D jän  M irza w as, indeed , p repared  for th is, for h e  alw ays declared 
th a t h e  w ished to  o b ey  th e  o rder of his m aster and  die w ith  the 
safe conscience of a g o o d  servant at the p o st w hich  had  been  con ­
fided  to  him.

P a r t  o f th e  p o n d  o f L a b ih a v s - i -D iv a m b e g i .

T he m edresse of A bdu l A sis K han fronts Rigistan. It is said 
to  have been built in the 17th century . Its fron t is very  fine w ith 
a high porch  decorated w ith  m ajolica, and on  b o th  sides of the 
porch  there are po in ted  n iches or sham  bow s, a t the  to p  set w ith 
blue, encrusted  tiles w ith w hite leaves and  flow ers in  relief in P e r­
sian style. In the m edresse is a splendid  p ish tak , qu ite  covered  
with m ajolica in gay  colours and  a m ixture of S aracen  and  P ersian  
Sassanide style. T he m edresse, it is said, can ho ld  2 0 0 0  persons.

M eshit-i-Bala-i-Havs also faces the p o n d  and  th e  m arket; like 
the o ther larger public bu ild ings it is erected of b u rn t tiles (kisht).



The m osque is fronted by  a veranda resting on beautiful carved 
and  pain ted  w ooden  colum ns; the  roof, too, is finely carved and 
painted.

A m ong  the  centres w here tow n  life culminates and  presents it­
self to  the  E uropean in its original O riental style of the times of 
T im ur and  Jenghis Khan Labihavs-i-Divam begi m ust decidedly be 
said to  be inferior to  Rigi­
stan.

Labihavs- i - D ivam begi 
m eans the  bank  on the 
p o n d  of the D ivam begi. It 
is sm aller than  Rigistan, 
bu t prettier, the p o n d  be­
ing on  all parts surrounded 
by  large, shady elms and 
ap rico t-trees by w hich
shops and  straw -tents are 
pro tec ted  from  the dread ­
ed  sum m er sun. The 
pond  is square ; one side 
is abou t 40  m etres, the 
o ther abou t 30. 7— 8 steps 
lead dow n to  its water, 
which is always of an un ­
pleasant indeterm inable co ­
lour. O n  the th ree sides 
it is enclosed by  a dense 
mass of chaikhanehs, frui­
te rers’ and  confectioners’ 
shops, tables w ith w arm 
and cold dishes shaded by
durra-m ats, barbers’, cuppers’ and  su rgeons’ shops and shops w here 
leathern bags and inflated hides are sold. O n the w estern  terraced 
side is a large m edresse, M edresse-i-Labihavs-i-D ivam begi, built by  
a certain N asr, the D ivam begi of Im äm kuli-Khan; he is said to  have 
also laid ou t the pond  and the m arket in the year 1629. The 
m edresse (madrassa, as the  w ord is p ronounced  by  B okhara people) 
has a very  pretty  chief porch , its fronts are decorated w ith sham 
bow s in tw o stories, and  here and  there part of the o ld  majolica 
ornam ents of very  g o o d  w orkm anship is still left. In fron t of the 
m edresse are large shady elms, and  sto ry  tellers, m edhas, sit on the
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flagged  place read ing  aloud  ab o u t p rophets, ren o w n ed  w arriors etc. 
to  th e  listen ing  m ultitude from  w hom  they  receive now  and  then 
a sm all sum  of m oney . In fron t of the m edresse is also a m arket 
p lace fo r co tton  and  corn.

Labihavs-i-D ivam begi is like Rigistan as lively as a bee-hive. 
P eo p le  hustle  and push  one another, bargaining, crying and  scolding,

steam  from  sam ovars and 
cauldrons, sm oke from  water- 
pipes and stench from  the 
boiling and  fried dishes form  
a cloud o v er a sw arm  of 
white, red  an d  blue turbans, 
above the  p o n d  and  the 
stone terraces w hich are the 
favourite p lay  g rounds for 
children and  th e  stage for 
buffoons and  jugglers. In 
th is n e ighbou rhood  the apo ­
thecary  R einhard t has his 
chem ist’s shop  w hich is very  
m uch frequen ted  by  the  na­
tives, w hose  confidence he 
has gained  to  a g rea t extent. 
F or m any years he was the 
only E uropean  w ho was 
allow ed to  live a t Bokhara 
itself, and  his chem ist’s shop 
w as am ong the best assorted  
I ever cam e across in and 
outside E u rope . T he last 
tim e I v isited B okhara the 

Russian com pany of Caucas-i-M ercur, too, had  ob ta ined  perm ission 
from  the Em ir to  take up the ir abode in a serai close to  the large 
chahrseh.

A  th ird  place w orth  m ention ing  in preference to  the  m any  others, 
is the m aidan betw een tw o of the largest and  finest build ings at 
Bokhara, the m edresse of M ir A rab and the m osque of M ashit-i-Kalan. 
In th is place life is extraordinarily  gay. A  large p a rt is taken  up 
by the cotton fair w here the co tton  packed in  large bales is loaded 
on m agnificent large camels o r arbas. There is a  con tinuous pas­
sage of caravans to  and from  the m arket; they  are lo ad ed  and  un-
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lo aded , and  the num ber of m ullahs hurry ing  to  and  from  th e  m osque 
o r m edresse  is nearly  as great. R ound the num ero u s fru iterers’ 
tables, shaded  b y  the durra-m ats, m any w om en are seen  bargaining; 
like gh o sts  th ey  m ove ab o u t w rapped  up  in th e  b lue farandje and  
w ith  th e  horse-hair’s veil before their faces; o n  the ir w ay  betw een  
th e  fru iterers’ shops they  are silent and  bargain in  a low  voice; for 
it is n o t considered  p ro p er for strangers to  hear th e  so und  of it, no 
m ore than  to  see their faces. C alandars and  dervishes seem  to  have 
selected  th is place for their special basis of action , the  p rospect of 
silou (tips) from  the w ell-to-do co tton  m erchants an d  caravanbashis 
is possib ly  greater than  from  the small m erchants in  the bazar 
s tree ts; and  no  caravan m an on  m oving  off fo rbears' to  secure the 
in tercession of the calandar or dervish for his jo u rn ey  th rough  
steppes, deserts or dangerous m ountain  regions. All th is is familiar 
to  the  Islamitic m onk, w ho  is aw are, too , tha t caravan people, w hose 
w ages have been paid to  them  here on their expedition  being  at 
an  end , are n o t sparing of alms. In th is respect th ey  are very  like 
sailors; the  jou rney  at an  end  and the w ages paid  in  the  large 
to w n , the  p o rt of the caravans, they  en joy  them selves as well as 
possible, ea t, take tea, gam ble in  the chaikhanehs, and  give alms 
to  every  one w ho asks for them  until the  last Pul has been  spent; 
then  they  again spring in to  the saddle to  follow  their new  m aster 
w hereever he likes.

T he w hole m arket resem bles a m agazine of saleable articles, 
m at ten ts and tables lie close to  the walls of the m osque and the 
m edresse, and even on the stairs of these tem ples there  are m er­
chants. W hen a larger caravan of camels or creaking arbas sets 
ou t like a detachm ent of cavalry or artillery, everybody  runs aw ay 
in all directions to  save life and  limbs to  w hich n o t m uch regard  
is pa id ; no r is it claim ed either. That an arba drives th rough  the 
w ares of a fruiterer, or th a t a camel trudges th ro u g h  a crow d of 
bargaining m erchants is taken quietly as a th ing n o t to  be avoided.

T w o of the m ost renow ned  buildings of Bokhara, being  also tw o 
of the finest and m ost interesting, face th is m arket.

First, there is M ashit-i-Kalän, the large m osque know n all over 
M id and Central Asia. In th is the Emirs always held  the ir F riday  
prayer in form er times in a large procession to  and  from  th e  m osque, 
K asi-kalän himself presid ing over the cerem onies of the  prayer. 
The m osque is very  old, how  old is unknow n, b u t a t any  rate 
Jenghis Khan passed th rough  its gates on horseback  in the  year 
1219 and from here ordered  the p lundering of th e  tow n. It is
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said  to  have received its p resen t iorm  from T im ur, and  the o ther 
ren o w n ed  builder in B okhara, A bdullah-K han, resto red  and  em bel­
lished  it. A sm all, even if very  small evidence in this respect is 
y ie lded  by a font hew n in s tone in the yard  of the  m osque and 
in appearance quite like a baptism al font. It m ay possibly  have 
be longed  to  the form er Christian congregations in Bokhara w ho 
w ere on g o o d  term s w ith the A vesta people, and  on Islam being 
in troduced , it w as perhaps stolen from the C hristians and placed in 
the  m osque to  be used at the w ashing w hich p recedes the prayer. 
In o th e r places in M id and  Central Asia I have , how ever, come 
across stone-vessels w hich w ere em ployed in qu ite  the  sam e way 
as the  font a t B okhara, even it the form  w as n o t exactly that oi 
a baptism al font. But these stone-vessels are rare , and  the possi­
bility is not precluded tha t all oi them  are derived from the C hris­
tians, even if one, for instance, at the tom b hills betw een Khod- 
shely and  Kona U rgendtsh  in Khiva is p rovided  w ith an Islamitic 
inscription which m ay have been added  later. O n  the ion t at 
M ashit-i-Kalän is no inscription w hich w ould be able to  bring us 
nearer to  the truth. It is no t im possible either, tha t M ashit-i-Kalän 
in another form was form erly a Christian church or a Buddhistic 
tem ple. A thorough  exam ination with appertinen t excavations both 
in th is m osque and  the neighbouring  m edresse, M ir-A rab, w ould 
possibly  be w orth  while, bu t it will m eet with g rea t difficulties both 
from  the clergy and the people: those best able to  overcom e these 
difficulties are, of course, the Russians.

The beautiful front of M ashit-i-Kalän faces a small square maidan. 
At the centre of the iron t is a great porch and on bo th  sides pointed 
sham  bow s covered w ith splendid majolica. F ro m  the m aidan a 
flight of stone-stairs leads into the archw ay w hose inner side is 
shu t by a gigantic w ooden  gate w here there are rem nants of the 
fine carved work in Persian patterns w hich together w ith the majolica 
recall the flourishing age of Bokhara. T he gate is alw ays closed but 
w ith official perm ission one  is let in by the clergy. T hrough  the 
gate  we enter a hall w ith th ree separate passages covered  over by 
im posing, pointed majolica-clad vaults supported  on  tw o ranges of 
m assive stone-pillars, and  w e now  look into the yard  of the m osque, 
w hich is rectangular and encircled on all sides by high m assive 
buildings, all with row s of po in ted  niches rem inding  one of co lon ­
nades at first sight. Ju s t in front o i the gate rises an enorm ous, 
po in ted  majolica-clad porch  (pishtak) crow ned by  a huge cupola 
w hich is everyw here covered with green  majolica. Sm aller porches





are fo u n d  on  the side-w ings to  m ark ou t the  cen tres of the  sham
bow s. U nder the  cupola is a large room  in tended  for an  everyday
m o sq u e  of p rayer for th e  clergy and the natives w ho visit the  
m osque . If there  is n o t room  enough here, divine service is held  
in th e  open  yard  of th e  m osque w here abou t 10000 peop le  are 
said  to  be able te  kneel to  pray. In the open  y a rd  is the  adane 
an d  the  above m en tioned  fon t, the latter ju st to  the left of the 
hall, th e  form er near and ju st before the p ishtak w ith  the  cupola. 
T he ornam ents of m ajolica are bo th  larger quadra tic  tiles w hose 
figures g o  together to  form  a w hole, or m osaic w hose  small care­
fully shaped  and  glazed tiles are jo ined toge ther artisticly in P ersian  
pa tte rn s and Saracen sty le; the im pression conveyed  is very  im posing 
b o th  ow ing to  the beauties of the style, the  p lay  of the  colours 
and  th e  splendid w orkm anship . T he niches and roof of the m osque 
are the  hom e of m yriads of p igeons, and the cupola, visible all over 
B okhara, is full of s to rk s’ nests.

In the  m aidan close to  the  entrance of the  m osque rises the  
largest m inaret of Bokhara, belonging to  the m osque , b u t no  doub t
yo u n g er than the latter. If, as I have it in the  chapter o n  th e  tom bs,
it w as built b y  II A rslan or Alp Arslan K han, it agrees very  well 
w ith  the  age of the  m osque itself. N ative ecclesiastics to ld  m e tha t 
it w as built by  Tim ur. T he m inaret consists of p re tty  b u rn t tiles 
pressed  into patterns in such a w ay as to  o rnam en t its exterior 
w ith  various rings of geom etrical figures. R ising from  a m ighty  
basis, it tapers upw ards, w idening at the to p  w hich is p rovided  
w ith a fine parapet. C orkscrew -stairs lead up  in to  its to p  from  
w hich the m ueddin cried ou t form erly the  prayer over the city. 
N ow  it is no t em ployed any  m ore, according to  rep o rt ow ing to  
the fragility of the interior, bu t the reason possibly is tha t it is n o t 
allow ed any m ore to  th row  criminals dow n from  its to p ; th is w as 
forbidden by the Russians after the last execution w hich to o k  place 
in th is w ay  in 1888; it has therefore received the  nam e of “T he 
T ow er of the D ead ” . O n  its top  is now  a gigantic s to rk ’s nest.

Ju s t opposite to  M ashit-i-Kalän is the m edresse of M ir A rab, as 
renow ned , and erected in the year 1429; it contains ab o u t 100 
cells for collegians, and the num ber of mullahs is g iven  to  be abou t 
200. Its architecture is sim ple bu t very  fine. T he w hole build ing 
is situated on a high platform  of stone up to  w hich lead stairs. 
As is usually the case in these buildings the fron t is ado rned  by  
a m ighty porch flanked by  po in ted  niches in tw o  stories; here  are 
the  entrances of the cells of the collegians. Each w ing is flanked



by  a ro u n d  tow er. M ost im posing are the tw o large cupolae on 
each side of the porch. T he cupolae are quite covered with green­
ish b lue majolica, and on tow ers, front and  niches are still very 
considerable rem nants of the beautiful old kashis w hose ornam ents 
of flow ers and  geom etrical figures shine in the sp lendour of the 
sun in white, green and 
blue. T he inner yard  is 
square  w ith cut off cor­
ners, all four wings being 
decorated  w ith porches 
w ith interm ediate niches, 
w hose vaulted roofs are 
ornam ented  w ith stalactites ; 
th e  m agnificent majolica 
w ith its fine d ea r colours 
looks sp lendid  and is prac­
tically uninjured.

T he m ost interesting 
room  in M ir-Arab is the 
historical sepulchral cham ­
ber to  the left of the en ­
trance to  the yard. As p re ­
v iously related  in the] chap­
ter on th e  tom bs I found 
an  opportun ity  to  enter this 
cham ber, b u t had to  dis­
appear as fast as possible 
ow ing to  a riot m ade by 
mullahs and  natives in the 
street and  caused b y  my 
presence here. The room  
w as large, the  vault pointed 
with a covering of majolica, the  light penetrated bu t sparingly, but 
fortunately  so m uch from below  tha t 1 could survey all the many 
kabrs on the floor w hich contained the m ortal remains of renow ned 
saints and  teachers. It is a real little Bokharan W estm inster. As far 
as I w as able to see in the hurry, all the kabrs w ere pointed , som e 
covered w ith majolica, others w ith  carved w ooden  plates o r plaster. 
F lags, old spears and ох-tails on  long staffs w ere placed all round. 
I w as furnished w ith sketch-book, draw ing im plem ents and  camera 
for the exam ination of this sepulchral cham ber which, so far as my
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k now ledge  goes, has n o t been  m en tioned  before; b u t I had  to  ge t 
aw ay as soon  as possible from  the furious m ullahs and the m ob 
w hich  h ad  jo ined them . M y  fellow-travellers an d  I, accom panied 
by  th e  em issary of the  Emir, g o t aw ay w ithou t fighting, b u t only 
a t th e  very  last m om ent. D em onstra tions on a sm aller scale to o k  
place, indeed, now  and then  during  m y visits in sa in ts’ tom bs and 
on  th e  burial g rounds, b u t som e m oney  always settled  the  question.

F ro m  th e  in te r io r  o f  M e d r e s s e  K ö k e l-T a s h .

B ut n o t in this case, from  w hich I p resum e th a t the  sepulchral 
cham ber m ust be a special sanctuary  at Bokhara. It w ould  be in ­
teresting  to  have this m ystery  cleared up.

The place betw een M ashit-i-Kalan, its m inaret, the  T ow er of the 
D ead  and M ir A rab is always frequented b y  lepers; blind, disfigured 
and  stun ted  they sit on small m ats and  lean against the  walls, 
begging m oney w ith their small round  w ooden  vessels w hich they 
stretch  ou t tow ards the passers-by. T he lepers have, indeed , their 
ow n quarter, bu t at the  tow n-gates, m osques and  in a few  side- 
streets they are allowed to  beg  w hich is, of course, very  favourable 
to  the w ider spread of the contagion.



B okhara has beside those nam ed already a considerable num ber 
of m osques and medresses. N ot far from the place just dealt with 
a t the  end  of a street, K yaban, p lanted w ith trees beneath  w hose 
shade are shops and retailers’ tables, is a fine little m osque called 
M ashit-i-Lahihavs-i-M ir D ostum . It has a beautiful m inaret, very 
like tha t of Mashit-i-Kalän, bu t m uch smaller, and a cupola. Passing 
on  a little w ay  tow ards the centre of the town, w e com e across

M u lla h s  a n d  m e r c h a n ts  o u ts id e  a  m o s q u e  a t  B o k h a ra .

tw o of the  finest m edresses of Bokhara, M edresse-i-Abdullah-K han 
and  M edresse M ader-i-A bdullah-K han, or as the latter nam e is 
shortened, M ader-i-K han. Both these m edresses w ere, no  doubt, 
built or at any rate very much restored  by  Abdullah-K han. The 
form er is, how ever, said to  be m uch older than the latter, nam ely 
from  the  14th century. They face each other, and in the space 
betw een them  there is a very  considerable traffic. The fronts of 
bo th  are decorated w ith high porches. T he inner court of Abdullah- 
Khan is small w ith cut off corners and four porches, one at each 
wing, w hereas M ader-i-K hari’s inner w ings have but tw o porches. 
Porches and  niches in A bdullah-K han are adorned w ith a splendid



m ajolica, un in jured  in m o st places, bu t the m ajolica of M ader-i-K han, 
w h ich  is m uch m ore ord inary , has to  a g rea t ex ten t been  rem oved  
o r h as fallen dow n.

O pposite  to  the  M edresse  of A bdul A sis K han is the  fine M e­
d resse  of M irza U lug Beg. T hese tw o enclose a m uch frequented  
s tree t w here the re  are g rea t num bers of confectionery  a n d  sw eet 
shops. B o th  have a h igh  p o rch  and  are decorated  w ith  fron t niches 
in tw o  stories; they  are covered  w ith m agnifient m ajolica, for the 
m ost p a rt in g o o d  repair in  A bdul Asis K han. O n  the w ings of 
b o th  of them  are small th im ble form ed tow ers, and  on each side 
of th e  porch  of M irza U lug  B eg is a belt of A rabian inscriptions 
in w hite on  blue g round . T here are as in the fron ts po rches of 
th e  sam e kind in the  courts, here, to o , decorated  w ith  majolica.

N o t very  far no rth  of Labihavs-i-D ivam begi a re  again  tw o  larger 
m edresses, nam ely M edresse-i-M ullah N asr and  M edresse  K ökel- 
T ash ; in the latter, built in  the  year 1426 and  w ith  150 cells, are 
still som e rem ains of m ajolica k ep t in repair in th e  inner court.

A t the  m ost extrem e end  of the tow n  are M edresse-i-Juibar, 
erected  in  1582, and  M ashit-i-K hodsha opposite  to  each o th e r and  
w ith  th e  pond , H avs-i-N au, betw een  them .

N ear Ilti-khaneh are M edresse-i-N akib and M edresse  Tatju-A jim , 
close to  one of the  chief entrances of the  m osque  M ashit-i-G auk- 
shan  w ith a fine m inaret.

F u rth e r  m ay be m en tioned  the small fine M edresse-i-T opshi 
Bashi w ith  a porch  ado rned  w ith stalactites and  m agnificent small 
m inarets on each w ing  of the  front.

A m o n g  the m osques m ust be reckoned the  m any  sa in ts’ sepul­
chral tom bs, H azreti Imle o r Umle, as it is p ro n ounced  b y  th e  na­
tives, A yup  Paigam bar, B aha-E ddin  etc., w hich are em ployed  as a 
so rt of m osques for the daily prayer, b u t these have already been 
dealt w ith  in the  chapter on  tom bs and  sepulchral cham bers.

T o  the  open  places at B okhara can be referred the  burial g ro u n d s  
m any  of w hich are v e ry  large, one by nam e K hodsha Y andy even 
ex tending  over abou t 40  tanap  of land. T hey are found  bo th  in ­
side and  outside the walls, covered, so  to  speak, everyw here w ith 
no  end  of po in ted  brick sarcophagi, often in several stories one 
above the other. H ere and  there  the  uniform ity is relieved b y  a 
large kabr, a gum bas, a tokh  o r alam. T hey  are h au n ted  b y  g rea t 
num bers of dogs and  m agpies, and one is obliged to  take grea t 
care to  avoid the form er w hen  w alking ab o u t am o n g  the  sarco ­
phagi; generally one has to  ju m p  from  the  roof of o n e  to  ano ther;
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fo r if one  happens to  d isturb  such a d o g  or to  tread  on him , he 
will ru sh  a t y o u ; all the  curs a round  will start up , com ing toge ther 
in  crow ds and  m aking such  a noise tha t g rea t num bers of natives 
are called h ither; and  th e n  one is obliged to  leave th e  sp o t im­
m ediately , for a E uropean  visit is v e iy  unw elcom e here . If one w ants 
to  com e to  see the tom bs undisturbed , one has to  steal aw ay to 
a sa in t’s sepulchral cham ber w ithou t exciting no tice and  pay  o n e ’s 
respects  w ith  due silou to  a sheik. If one succeeds in gaining 
h im  over, one has no th ing  to  fear; the crow d of natives are soon  
rem oved  b y  his o rder on  learn ing  that the E u ropean  is a foreign 
pilgrim  w ho pays a d ev o u t visit to  the sacred places. It is always 
advisable to  p u t on high b o o ts  w hen visiting these  places and  to 
avoid  placing o n e’s hands anyw here, bo th  ow ing  to  the  great num ­
bers of snakes and  scorp ions found here, and  because sarcophagi, 
trees, saints, tom bs and  th e  staffs of the  yak-ох tails are often 
sm eared  w ith m atter from  th e  running  sores of th e  sick natives or 
h u n g  w ith  sick peo p le’s rags w hich have touched  th e  suffering parts 
of the ir bodies; they  h o p e  nam ely th a t the ho ly  spirits will then  
take aw ay their illness. T here  are th irteen of these  burial g rounds. 
H azreti-Ishan Imle is th e  cem etery  of the  Em irs w here th e  father 
of the  presen t Emir, M ussaffar E ddin  A bdul K han, his grandfather, 
the cruel Nasrullah, Em ir H aidar, Em ir S hah M arat D jana t M äshäne 
are buried  beneath  kabrs w hich, com pared to the  kabrs of com m on 
m ortals, are rem arkable fo r their size only. T he tom bs of the  Em irs 
are n o t decorated w ith an y  alam  or tokh  w hich p ro v es a certain 
sense of justice am ong the  ecclesiastics w hen  ju d g in g  of the  w orth  
of m an and  at the sam e tim e their enorm ous influence.

A s the tom bs of the  Em irs are n o t superio r to  the  level of 
com m on m ortals if no t be long ing  to  Em irs w ho have rendered  
services to  the Islamitic faith, so the sam e is th e  case w ith  the 
ou te r appearance of their palaces. T hey are n o t ad o rn ed  b y  cupolae 
or spires; it is the tem ples of religion only w hich are allow ed to  
rise above the secular, flat uniform ity.

Besides the Ark, already described, there are inside the  walls 
the palace of Käplän and Q uyi H auli (Low er Palace) an d  outside 
the walls Staram äkäsä, S hehrbeden  and  Kari in th e  large garden, 
C härbägh. Visiting all of them  w e saw how  th ey  w ere fitted  up. 
Typical of all is the h igh unosten ta tious clay-wall w hich encircles 
them  and  prevents everybody  from  w ithou t from  seeing  w hat takes 
place inside, further the large four-w inged courts w here  m any  doo rs 
in po in ted  niches lead o u t to  the  platform , aivän, th e  plastered lat-
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tice w indow s, the low er court-yard , the doors carved  w ith geom e­
trical figures, the  pain ted  ornam ents in w ood  and  th e  pain ted  stucco. 
T he vau lted  ceilings form  p o in ted  bow s and  are decorated  w ith 
p a in ted  and  gilt stucco, th e  flat ceilings are either covered  w ith  w ood  
th a t is carved o r gilt, o r  decorated  w ith bark-stripped  fagots. The 
walls in  th e  finest room s are adorned  w ith p lastered  niches of v a ­
rious size and  adornm ent. In all palaces there are a hall , of assem bly 
a n d  a harem  w ith  balconies and  alcoves and  a bath -room , and  the  
o n ly  place w here there is a so rt of corridor is a long  the  alcoves 
of th e  harem  to  each of w hich  leads a special do o r.

T he palace of K äplän is situated on  the w estern  ou tsk irt of the 
tow n . It has a very  large yard  and  no  end of room s. T he w o ­
m e n ’s court is situated b y  itself together w ith harem  and  the  baths; 
in  th e  latter there are tw o  enorm ous looking-glasses in w hich the 
ba th ing  ladies can adm ire them selves in natura. T he palace is built 
in tw o  stories, b u t the u p p e r one is so  low  th a t even  th e  sm allest 
m an cannot w alk uprigh t there . In the  assem bly hall an d  the 
harem  a  w o o d en  balcony w ith  painting and  g ild ing  runs a long  the  
u p p er sto ry . T he h igh  room s end in a low  p o in te d  vault w ith 
stalactites decorated  w ith  stars in go ld  and  blue. T he w hole fur­
n itu re  belonging  to  the  palace consisted  in large heaps of carpets 
and  Russian and  C hinese tea-pots.

Q uy i Hauli is situated  a little w est of Rigistan. It is very  large, 
bu ilt in  tw o stories enclosing  a large court-yard . R ound  the  latter 
are platform s to  w hich lead num erous double-leaved  d o o rs  and 
w indow s w ithou t glass w ith  carved shutters. T he fron ts are deco ­
ra ted  all over w ith pain ted stucco in w hich po in ted  lattice w indow s 
of p laster are very  finely set. The room s in the  in terio r are m ostly 
furn ished  w ith flat ceilings and  all the walls w ith  p o in ted  plaster 
niches w ith an offset a t the heigh t of an o rd inary  E u ropean  w in­
dow-sill. Inside painting and  stucco are m ore sim ple than  elsew here 
in the  palaces; b u t on  the w hole it is fine and  in g o o d  style.

T he palace of Staram äkäsä, situated  at abou t 4  versts no rtheast 
of Bokhara, was built b y  the  p resen t Em ir in th e  y ea r 1892. Half 
of the extensive palace is bu ilt in  B okharan sty le w ith  room s fur­
n ished  w ith niches, pain ted  stucco, pain ted  w o o d en  ceilings and  an 
enorm ous assembly-hall w ith  a platform  in the cen tre for the  Em ir 
and  his relations and  low er seats at the  sides fo r h is officials. T he 
harem  is fitted up m agnificently w ith  alcoves, balconies, pain ted  
bow s betw een  the colum ns in  M oresque style and  m any  railings 
and  balustrades in places w here  it is difficult for a E u ro p ean  to  see
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the ir use. T he w hole pile w ith  its painting, g ild ing  and  m irrors set 
in  th e  w alls is a real fairy-palace. It is encircled b y  extensive gar­
d ens abound ing  w ith  all so rts of fruit, and  num erous walks are 
co v ered  b y  a roof of vines. T he o ther half of the palace is fitted 
u p  in  qu ite  E uropean  style w ith  flat ceilings, w indow s w ith glass, 
curta ins and  hangings, p ic tures on the walls and  E uropean  furni­
tu re . D u rin g  m y visit it w as em pty, and  every th ing  w as dusty  
and  covered  w ith cobw eb.

T he largest Em ir palace is S hehrbeden  situated  at a distance of 
a b o u t 3  versts outside the walls on the road  to  N ew  Bokhara. All 
ro u n d  are clay-walls ab o u t 10 m etres high. Like th e  palaces dealt 
w ith  above it has flat roofs and  is su rrounded  b y  extensive and 
m agnificent gardens w ith  all k ind of fruit, flow ers and  rose-bushes 
and  irrigated b y  num erous canals w ith cool w ater and  p o nds am idst 
flow er-beds.

T h ro u g h  the  m ain gate in the wall w e en ter a chief avenue 
flanked by  arcades in w hich the  Em ir’s body -guard  draw s up in 
d oub le  file on solem n occasions. T hen follow s a sm aller fore-court 
su rrounded  by  high w ings w ith  aivän in fron t to  w hich lead stairs 
from  th e  inferior court-yard. The buildings are built partly  of brick, 
partly  of w ood ; the decoration  is stucco w ith pain ting  and  gilding. 
T he central part of the  m ain w ing rises nearly one sto ry  above the 
rest. H ere is the audience room  of the Em ir fitted  up  m agnifi­
cently  w ith niches, stucco, painting and gilding, w o o d en  balconies 
and  colum ns. O n a platform  is placed the th ro n e  of the  Emir, a 
p resen t from  the Russian E m peror; the floors are laid w ith splendid 
carpets. T he other w ings are div ided in to num erous large room s, 
either w ith flat ceilings o r vaulted, as in  the palace of Käplän, and 
occupied by the num erous m em bers of the E m ir’s household . A fter 
passing  th rough  the  audience room  of the m ain fron t w e reach a 
real fairy-court w here the  back of the  main fron t w hich faces the 
yard  is adorned  w ith co lonnades a n d ‘stairs of m arble, and  w here the 
o ther w ings w ith their aiväns are decorated w ith pain ted  and  gilt 
colum ns, M oresque arcades, pagoda-like verandas and  charm ing, tiny  
balconies. H ere is the w o m en ’s court p roper w ith harem  and  baths 
as m entioned in another place, and from  here the re  is from  the 
inner room s a splendid view  across the sem itropical gardens. T he 
w ings here contain vaulted  po in ted  room s, harem  room s w ith  al­
coves and balconies, baths far dow n in the g ro u n d  w ith  fountains, 
b u t the  labyrinth of corridors is so intricate here  th a t a descrip tion 
is im possible. There is here a vaulted harem  ro o m  w ith balconies



and  alcoves w here the Em ir has arranged a sort of museum  of 
E uropean  nicknacks, such as crow ing cocks, crying dolls, self-playing 
instrum ents, singing birds etc., a com plete toy-magazine which he 
left a t the  disposal of his harem  ladies and their num erous children. 
T his chief palace is situated on  the w estern side of the road from 
O ld  to  New  Bokhara; on  the eastern side of the latter the Emir 
has erected a smaller building to  be used as a depo t for provisions,

P a in te d  w o o d e n  v e r a n d a s  in  th e  y a r d  o f  th e  p a la c e  o f  S h e h r b e d e n .

stables and quarters for inferior officials. The latter palace is like 
the  form er su rrounded  by  a large and well irrigated orchard.

T he palace of Kari in  the garden  Chärbägh (F our G ardens) is 
situated at a distance of abou t 4  versts southeast of Bokhara. I 
visited the  place in the m onth  of June w hen apricots, grapes and 
apples w ere in full bloom . It is som ew hat smaller than  the other 
palaces and  contains som e room s beautifully decorated in Bokharan 
style, especially one, w here the  architect himself has inserted an 
inscription w ith the w ords: “This is fine, indeed” , w hich cannot 
be denied  either. T he vaulted  ceiling w ith stalactites and twisted 
ropes in plaster w ith painting and  gilding, the beautiful niches



w ith  stucco  of flow er garlands in all colours in term ixed  w ith  g eo ­
m etrical figurs m ade an im posing  effect. N ear the  palace the  Em ir 
has a large lake overfilled w ith  reeds. T he crop of reeds is let at 
a p rice of 10000 T enga a year.

A m o n g  o ther p ro m in en t buildings in B okhara m ay be nam ed 
th e  serais, th e  O rienta l hotels, w hich are at the  sam e tim e com ­
m ercial houses. Their architecture is very  like tha t of the  m edresses 
as dealt w ith  in ano ther chapter. There are a ltogether tw en ty  odd ; 
m o st of them  are built of bricks, the  o thers of clay and  w ood. 
T h e  m ajority  belong  to  th e  G overnm ent, the h igher officials o r are 
church  p roperty  (vakuf); the ow ners let them  to  private persons at 
a price of abou t 300  Tilla a year. T hey are either nam ed after 
the  person  w ho has bu ilt them  o r after the article specially sold  
here, thus Serai A bdu llah -K han , Serai H azreti A m ir, Serai Gelim- 
jan, Serai Tam akii (tobacco), Serai B irindsh (rice), o r after the race 
reso rting  to  them , thus Serai H indi (H indoo), w hich is so despised 
b y  B okhara people tha t it is considered sham eful even  to  look  in, 
to  say no th ing  of staying there , and  S era i1) Ju h u d  (Jew s) w here co ­
lo u red  silk, the speciality of Jew s, is sold. N or d o es any  B okhara 
m an en ter the latter, w hich is, how ever, th o u g h t to  be m uch purer 
from  a religious po in t of view  than that of the  H indoos. In the 
serais the  foreign m erchants p u t up on  their arrival to  Bokhara. 
T hey  hire a certain num ber of room s for them selves and  their ca­
ravans and  in these  unpleasan t caves one m ust apply  to  obtain 
A fghan, Indian, Persian, C hinese or o ther p ro d u cts  from  distant 
countries. The foreign m erchants generally live here  until they  have 
sold  their goods and then  buy  Bokharan p roducts  to  take back 
w ith  them . W hen the passes in the m ountains becom e free from 
snow , these birds of passage begin to  arrive, and  they d isappear 
before the same passes are again barred by  w inter.

P u b l ic  b a th s  (Ham m äm  o r H am m um ) exist to  a num ber of 
abou t 20  a t B okhara; like the serais m ost of them  are established 
b y  the G overnm ent, the Em irs or the h igher officials or b y  the  
church (vakuf) w ho let them  to  private people. T he baths are in 
high favour w ith the natives and  are very  m uch frequented . T hey 
are, indeed, very  cheap, the  price for a bath  being  only  ab o u t 10 
Pul, and  if one w ants to have o n e’s head shaved at the  sam e tim e, 
it is 1 Tenga. As a rule they  consist of a larger vaulted  room  
w here the  light enters from  above th rough  co loured  glass. In th is

r)  S e r a i  o r  S a r a i ;  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  t h e  v u l g a r ,  b u t  m o s t  c o m m o n  p r o n u n c i a t i o n .



room  one undresses, and from  here doors lead into various side- 
room s w ith  different tem perature. In several baths bo th  the first 
vaulted room  and the side-room s are covered w ith majolica. The 
room s are filled w ith vapour and  the bath consists in o n e ’s being 
w ashed w ith soap and douched w ith hot and cold water, and in 
sh a m p o o ; during this process the bather is placed, now  on his back,

T h e  E m ir 's  g i ld e d  th r o n e - c h a ir  in  th e  p a la c e  o f S h e h rb e d 6 n .

(P i lla re d  v e r a n d a  f a c in g  th e  g a r d e n .)

now  on his stom ach on a carpet spread out on the floor. In the 
evening  the baths are lighted w ith small clay-lamps (chiräk). In 
several baths neither w om en no r infidels are allowed to  appear as 
the w a te r, according to  the ecclesiastics, will then change into blood. 
Som e of the  largest baths are: H amm am-i-Abdullah K hodsha, Ham- 
m äm-i-Bazar-i-K hodsha, Ham m äm-i-Nau.

O rd e r at B okhara m ust be considered extremely well maintained, 
on the w hole; fights are practically never seen, the reason is, no 
doubt, th a t alcohol is no t perm itted  b y  the native G overnm ent. In
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each  quarte r an A ksakal reigns w hose au thority  is alw ays respected ; 
h e  superv ises the  m ain tenance of the  hours of o p en in g  an d  closing, 
lev ies the  tax to  the E m ir and  settles d isputes be tw een  the  m er­
chan ts. A part from  this th e  d readed  Rais rides th ro u g h  the streets, 
w hile his spies are alw ays on the m ove. A  few  hou rs after su n ­
se t ev e rybody  m ust be  w ithin  doors, and  if any  one  w alks in the 
s tree t after th a t hour, he is stopped  m ercilessly b y  the  w atchm en, 
th e  so-called K örbashis, w ho  take him  to  the ir M irshab, a so rt of 
po lice inspector. Each quarte r has its M irshab an d  a certain num ­
b er of K örbashis. Sm all tro o p s  of the latter continually  parade in 
stree ts and  bazars in  th e  night, beating  their tam bourinelike  drum s 
w ith o u t in term ission, th a t peop le  m ay hear th a t th e y  are aw ake.

In sp ite  of the  proh ib ition  w hich, of course, d id  n o t include us, 
b e ing  the E m ir’s guests a t Ilti-khaneh, I often to o k  a w alk  in  the 
even ing  in streets and  bazars. N o trace w as seen  of th e  sw arm  
of m en  and  anim als of th e  day; w e m et n o n e  b u t th e  w atchm en 
w ith  their old spears and  the ir w o o d en  lan terns w ith  the  panes of 
p ap e r; they  looked  aston ished  at the  fo reigner b u t le t him  pass; 
o n e  evening, how ever, 1 w as asked  b y  the g u ard  to  go  h om e to  
m y  quarte rs and  rem ain there , and  as the  p roh ib ition  is so strictly 
observed  as in this case, I m ust p resum e th a t it is v e ry  rarely  
trespassed  against b y  the  natives. It w as w ith  a curious feeling of 
d iscom fort tha t I m oved  o n  am ong  the g loom y clay-houses, m osques 
an d  m edresses. H ere again  I w as confirm ed in  m y  opin ion  of 
B okhara being  the coun try  of the  grea t con trasts : the  gay  sw arm  
of p eop le  in the  day and  the  strict barrack o rd er a t n igh t in  the 
residence of the  Em ir is ana logous w ith the  contrasts in the  nature 
of th e  country.

K a r s h i  is the  second  g rea test tow n of B okhara . It has abou t 
2 5 0 0 0  inhabitants, m ostly  U sbegs, bu t there  are also som e Tadjiks, 
H indoos, A fghans and  Jew s in  the  tow n . T he la tter are here  al­
low ed to  ride in the  inner tow n  w hich they  are fo rb idden  to  do 
in the  o ther tow ns of the  Em irate, and  especially a t B okhara . T hey  
have a very  prim itive synagogue.

K arshi is celebrated fo r its large m agnificent o rchards. It is a 
very  im portan t com m ercial tow n , an d  although  th e  transit-trade w ith  
A fghanistan and  India is less than  in o lden  tim es, it is considerab le 
even  now ; the caravans of m any  A fghan m erchan ts especially arrive 
here. F orm erly  its kn ife-industry  w as m uch sp o k en  of, principally 
dam askeened  blades, here  as at H issar, w hich w ere inlaid  w ith  th reads 
of silver and  gold . T h ey  w ere expo rted  to  all n e ig h b o u rin g  reg ions,



and  although  th is industry  has declined, fine articles are even now  
produced .

K arshi has a large bazar w here the principal articles of trade 
are w ool, m eat, confectionery, silk and the excellent tobacco  from 
the large tobacco-plantations near the tow n. It is situated in the 
sou thern  p art of the  new  tow n  w here the Turkom ans arrive with 
their fine carpets. S aturday  and  M onday  are the principal bazar 
days. T he bazars are bo th  large and  rich and  are supplied with 
g rea t quantities of Russian articles of trade, and  there is a lively 
crow d in the streets w hich are covered  w ith rafters, rice and mats. 
T here is here a chahrseh from  the  tim e of A bdullah-K han, Tak-i- 
A bdullah-K han. Besides there is a  very  old ham m äm  (bath). The 
excellent raisins of the oasis are renow ned in Bokhara. T he tow n 
had once a very  large slave-m arket supplied chiefly by  the T urko­
m ans. T here are several large public baths w here th e  w ater is 
hea ted  b y  m eans of glow ing stones furnishing a so rt of stove-plate. 
W ith the  bath  one gets the v igorous sham poo th a t is well-known 
in the  O rien t and  m ore like a so und  thrashing than  anything else.

Karshi is the  ancient N akhsheb; it received the M ongolian  nam e 
of Karshi under the M ongols (Karshi m eans castle o r palace) w hen 
the Jagataic prince, K ebek, built a castle here in 1318. It has, no 
doub t, form erly been  encircled b y  th ree concentric walls; now  only 
a low , decayed, crenelated clay-wall w ith m any gates is left. O u t­
side the  clay-wall is a m oat across w hich bridges lead in to  the town. 
T he la tter consists of the  tow n p ro p er and the citadel of K urgant- 
she w ith splendid gardens w here the  B eg resides. It has 10 cara­
vanserais am ong  w hich one for the  H indoos, Serai-i-Hindi.

T hat K arshi is one of the  w ell-to-do tow ns in B okhara is for 
one th ing  ev ident from  the fact tha t the Begs and  several m er­
chants em ploy glass in  their w indow s instead of oiled paper which 
is com m only  used at Bokhara. T he heirs apparen t of B okhara often 
resided here, as Karshi is a lively tow n  w ith special am usem ents of 
various kinds. It has a place of public resort, a large garden, called 
C alandar-khaneh (beggar house o r calandar m onastery), situated on 
the bank  of the  river. H ere the  fashionable w orld prom enades from 
2 o ’clock in the afternoon until sunset" or they  take black o r green 
tea tha t is exposed  to  sale from  the large sam ovars se t up there. 
T he inhabitants are of a very  gay  tem peram ent w hich is, on the 
w hole, typical of the U sbegs, and  they  pass for the  Shirasies of 
Bokhara.

M ost of the  m osques and  m edresses are from  the tim e of Abdul-
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lah-K han , fo r instance M eshit-i-A rk. M edresse-i-Shir M oham m ed is 
said to  b e  on ly  25  years o ld. F u rthe r there is N äm as-khaneh  M e­
d resse . In th e  tow n  is a S ardabe  (abdar or havs-i-ab), a brick-built 
w a te r basin  w ith  a cupola, in to  w hich the w ater ru n s  dow n  from  
ariks. A  b road  flight of stairs leads dow n to  th is basin tha t w as 
bu ilt b y  A bdullah-K han.

A t K arshi, as at B okhara, there is a R igistan, a small square 
m arket-place, encircled b y  tw o  m edresses and  a m osque. T he 
m o sq u e  is the  large F riday  m osque , M eshit N äm as-i-D jum a from  
the tim e of A bdullah-K han; it occupies the  south-w estern  side of the 
m arket-place. To the no rth east rises M edresse-i-A bdullah-K han; the 
struc tu re  of the latter tw o  is sim ple, and they  are n o t covered  w ith 
m ajolica. T he northw estern  side of the  m arket-place is b o u n d ed  by 
M edresse-i-C häribai of m ore recen t origin.

A b o u t a  quarter of an  h o u r’s ride outside the  to w n  is an  old 
sepulchral m osque (M azar) from  th e  tim e of T im ur. It is called Ko- 
G u m b ed  and  is one of th e  finest buildings in B okhara . It has a 
h igh porch , seven stone-vaults, cupola w ith sea-green  m ajolica; and  
ow ing  to  its harm onious architecture and rich m ajolica covering  it is 
a  v e iy  fine phenom enon  am idst th e  o ld  h igh  chinars (platanes) w hich 
su rro u n d  it. O n  the to p  of the  cupola are a g rea t m any  sto rks’ 
nests. Tw ice a year, du ring  the  Ram asan and  a t K urbän-B airam  or 
K urban  N äm as (in com m em oration  of A braham ’s offering of Isac), 
m any  m ake pilgrim ages to  K o-G um bed.

T he neighbourhood  of K arshi is, b y  the w ay, fam ous for its 
m any  djigda-trees.

A cross the river K ashka D arya w as once built a brick bridge 
b y  A bdullah-K han w hich is still in g o o d  repair. In the  village of 
Faisabad , abou t 15 kilom etres w est of K arshi are ru ins of a Sar- 
dabe, likewise erected b y  A bdullah-K han.

A t Karshi all im portan t com m ercial roads m eet. T he large cara­
vanserais, thus Serai-i-Ali (the nam e suggests tha t Shiitism  has had  
a reso rt here) w hich belongs to  the  Emir, is frequen ted  especially 
by  th e  A fghans w ho w ith the ir raven-black beard  an d  w hite dresses 
form  a strong  contrast to  the  local natives.

W e shall deal briefly w ith  som e of these rou tes . T h e  r o u t e  
o f  K a r s h i - B o k h a r a .  F rom  K arshi is one  of the  m ain caravan  
rou tes to  Bokhara. The la tter is from  K arshi to  K asan (kettle) in ­
habited  b y  half-nom ads all of w hom  are, as a rule, in th e  m o u n ­
ta ins in  sum m er, so tha t th e  houses are em pty. O n e  passes b y  a 
grea t num ber of sa in ts’ to m b s and  o ther o rd inary  tom bs. T he



popu la tion  of Kasan consists of U sbegs. It is a large com mercial 
village a t the extrem e w estern  end  of the oasis. T o  the w est 
begins th e  steppe, w hich has, how ever, a good  vegetation  here and 
there and  is clotted over w ith  kishlaks of w hich one, nam ed Mai- 
m ene, is the  seat of an A m läkdar, a low er official beneath  the Beg 
at Karshi. T he kishlaks receive their w ater th rough  ariks from  the 
K ashka D arya w here there is w ater enough in spring, b u t at about 
11 kilom etres northw est of K arshi the Kashka D arya is lost in the 
sand of the M aim anak hills, and  then  fields and  gardens are at an 
end. F rom  Kasan the rou te  traverses a desert steppe w here one 
m eets a few  flocks of sheep w andering  abou t am ong  the bushy 
tufts of Issirik grass. This grass is em ployed in B okhara as a re ­
m edy  against all possible diseases and  is collected and  sold  in the 
bazars. It is dried and  then b u rn t over a fire of charcoal and the 
sm oke is inhaled b y  sick peop le ; the sam e cure is em ployed for 
the dom estic animals. H ere are rem ains of brick-built wells and 
ruins of the  tow n  of M aim anak ; all this suggests form er m ore favour­
able conditions w hich canno t be  explained bu t by  a change of 
climate from  one m ore cold an d  hum id to  another m ore dry and 
warm.

A fter passing the kishlak of K iptshak one rides th ro u g h  a quite 
un inhabited  region. The road  here  is so sm ooth and g o o d  that one 
can very  well drive in a carriage. A fter the kishlak of K hodsha 
M ubarek, a  small poor village of abou t 70 houses the  steppe is 
changed into alm ost total desert, in terrup ted , how ever, by  a small 
kishlak, A shuk Sardabe, and the  tow n  of Kakir Sardabe; the nam es 
of bo th  indicate their possession  of covered cisterns. T hey w ere 
built by  A bdullah-K han w ho is said to  have once m ade a pilgrim age 
to  M ecca. H e g o t the no tion  that, som ehow  or other, the journey  
had n o t been  acceptable to  G od , and to  rem edy this he built cis­
terns an d  caravanserais along th e  caravan roads. T he latter Sar­
dabe has a height of 10,5 m etres u p  to  the top  of the cupola, a 
diam eter of 7,5 m etres and can be filled w ith w ater up to  a height 
of 4,5 m etres. In w inter it is em pty, and then  it is cleansed in 
order to  be ready  to  be filled w hen  the spring snow  thaws. N ear 
the  cistern at Karshi is a large m osque , now  em ployed as a serai. 
The to w n  of Kakir has a small bazar w hich is only open  on m ar­
ket-days.

F rom  Kakir Sardabe to  abou t one and  a half kilom etre on the 
o ther side of Karaul the  landscape again is steppe; then  the steppe 
passes into com plete desert w here the sand flies in to  the  face of



th e  traveller, and  w here  ske letons of horses and  cam els indicate the 
ro u te  of th e  caravans. T his desert ex tends over th e  h igh  te rrito ry  
as far a s  n o rth  of Sarai M am a Ju g u rta  and  further to  the  salt-lake 
of K u n d sh a  K ul (by the  local natives called K ul-i-m ähi (the fish 
lake). T he lake has carp w hich are caught in  n e ts  an d  sen t to  
B okhara . Its dep th  is estim ated  at 15 m etres. In w in ter it is 
frozen, so  th a t the  cam el caravans can cross it on  th e  ice.

A fter K akir S ardabe there  are still tw o halting-places w ith  cisterns, 
bu ilt b y  A bdullah-K han, nam ely  K ash Sardabe an d  Sardabe. A t 
K araul Bazar (Karaul m eans g u ard  and  a guard  has p robab ly  been 
sta tioned  here on  the  loo k -o u t tow ards the desert an d  the  T u rko ­
m ans), is a p ic turesque old  caravanserai, w hich w as , n o  doub t, 
built to  b e  a castle for A bdullah-K han o r a cen tral serai for his 
soldiers. M any rem ains of g lazed  tiles rem ind o n e  of its form er 
sp lendour. N ear the serai is a covered  cistern and  a w ell from  
earlier tim es. E ven n o w  a B okharan  guard  is sta tio n ed  in  the 
to w n  from  w hom  one can obtain  an escort for the  jo u rn e y  th ro u g h  
the  desert. O n  the w ay  from  K araul to  the railw ay-station  of N ew  
B okhara  one  passes the sm all village of T shit Arik. T h e  d istance 
from  here  to  Karshi can w ith o u t difficulty be co v ered  in  a th ree  
d ay s’ ride.

T h e  r o u t e  o f  K a r s h i- K e r k i .  A  very  im portan t caravan  ro u te  
leads to  the  south-w est from  K arshi th ro u g h  a deso la te  reg ion  to  
Kerki, the  old frontier fortress of Bokhara. T he nam es on  th e  
m ap generally  end  in kuduk(w ell) o r sardabe (cistern) and  indicate 
w ith  sufficient plainness th e  character o f  the rou te . In the village 
of F aisabad  (these endings of abad  in several to w n  nam es are de­
rived from  ab o r ab  =  w ater, w hich again show s h o w  im p o rtan t 
the w ater is in these regions) there is, for instance, a brick-built 
cistern w ith  a cupola from  the tim e of A bdullah-K han, an d  farther 
sou th  o n  th e  rou te  is ano ther cistern nam ed S ardabe A bdullah-K han. 
T he halting-places are few  and  p o o r  and the cisterns in a sta te of 
decay. A t Sengir-sulak (the original nam e is p robab ly  Sang-i-bulak 
(stone-spring) because the kishlak has a brick-built cistern  th a t is 
filled in sp ring  b y  the m elting snow  and  the  rain-w ater u p  to  a 
heigh t of som e m etres) the ro u te  is crossed  b y  th a t from  G usar. 
In the  neighbou rhood  of Sengir-sulak nom adize U sbegs of the  tribes 
of N aim an and K ungrad.

F ro m  Karshi difficult caravan rou tes lead, m ostly  th ro u g h  desert, 
to  the  tow n  of B urdalik on  the  O xus and  to  N arasim  n o rth  of 
Burdalik, and  to  m ore so u thern  points. O n  the  ro u te  to  B urdalik



are num erous cisterns and  w ells, b u t m ost of them  are in a state 
of decay.

K e r k i  is the old frontier fortress of B okhara against A fghanistan 
(or H erat). The fortress is built ä  cheval across the  river, there 
being  on the right bank  of the latter a small citadel, form erly m ounted 
w ith brass cannons. The fortress proper is situated on  the left
bank  and  consists of a building erected on a hill and encircled by
3 walls th a t had  a strong  arm am ent of cannons. T he walls were 
built of clay and  very  solid; those farthest o u t about 2 m etres broad
and  4  m etres high. R ound th is castle is the tow n, w hich is of
g rea t im portance to  the com m erce betw een K arshi, A nkhu i, Balkh, 
M azar-i-Sherif, Khulm  and  M aim ene. In a w ay it w as m ade over 
to  Russia in 1887, b u t nevertheless a Bokharan B eg , w ho is the 
G overno r of the place, has hitherto  resided in the tow n. T he pow er 
is, how ever, w ith the chief of the  Russian garrison w ho  is a sort 
of counsellor for the Beg. O f late several Russian m anufactories 
have com e up in the tow n, m ainly engaged  in  cotton  industry  and 
production  of tobacco. T he tow n  is one of the m ain stopping 
places of the  small river steam ers, som etim es, ow ing to  the  sand 
bars, unable to  go higher up  the  A m u. T he tow n  has th ree  m osques, 
a bazar, a caravanserai and prim itive Russian hotels m anaged 
by  A rm enians. The inhabitants are U sbegs and T urkom ans living 
by  agriculture, as the arable land ex tends from  Charjui to  the ferry 
of H adshi-Salu w here canals from  the  A m u irrigate the region. 
T he latter is m ostly inhabited b y  Ersari T urkom ans w ho are bo- 
kharized. N ear the tow n-w all of Kerki is buried the renow ned 
Iman, Im am  Kerkhi, w ho has w ritten  m any exegetic w orks.

S h a h a r  (Shehr, Shahr, Shahar-i-Sebbs (the green  tow n) or 
Shahrsavs w hich it is generally called by  the natives) has about 
2 0000  inhabitants mainly consisting  of Kanigas U sbegs. The re­
now ned old tow n, w hose gardens and  fields are connected w ith those 
of K itab is situated abou t 83 versts sou th  of Sam arkand. W ithin 
its district of oasis there are no less than  90  m osques and 3 medresses. 
It w as form erly  called K esh and  w as up  to  the time of the Sama- 
nides principally peopled  by A rabs of the  tribe of Bekr bin Wail, 
The tow n  w as well fortified and  had  four gates, nam ely  D arvas 
A henin , D . A bdullah , D . K assaban (the butcher gate) and  Darvas 
Shahristan (the tow n-gate). It is richer in fruit than all o ther oases 
in B okhara. K esh is renow ned  as the  birth place of Tim ur (A. D . 1335). 
A t this tim e S hahr and  Kitab are said to  have been encircled by 
a com m on wall. T im ur’s eldest and  favourite son  D jehangir is



b u ried  here . T o  K esh b e lo n g ed  num erous villages an d  in the  neigh ­
b o u rin g  m ounta ins the  M okanna  to o k  refuge. T he tow n  itself now  
has ab o u t 2 0 0 0 0  inhabitants, b u t the w hole B eg-district w ith Kitab 
and  C hiraktshi is said to  have ab o u t 60000  inhabitants.

W hen  C lavigo visited these  reg ions, it w as even  th en  a con ­
siderab le  tow n , cut th ro u g h  b y  canals, m agnificent and  w ell peopled . 
T here  w ere grapes and  m elons in  great quantities an d  large co tton- 
fields. It w as encircled b y  an earthen m ound  and  had  a deep 
m o a t across w hich draw  bridges led to  the g a tes , and  the re  w ere 
m any  m osques.

A t S hahar there w as as at B okhara a so-called Ilti-khaneh or 
fo re igners’ house  se t apart fo r foreign m essengers.

Shahar, w hich is separated  from  B okhara b y  th e  desert and  from  
S am arkand  by  a m ountain  pass th a t could easily be  defended , has 
often  b een  the scene of th e  foundation  of an  in d ep en d en t realm  
w hich som etim es has existed  for m any years. In the  m iddle of 
th e  18th  cen tu ry  it cam e u n e r Rahim  B eg of B o k h ara , b u t five 
years  after it becam e independen t. F rom  1811— 36 Shahar w as 
g o v ern ed  b y  D aniar Atalik, an em inent ruler w ho  stou tly  w ithstood  
for a lo n g  tim e Mir H aidar an d  his son  Em ir N asrullah . T he la tter 
conquered  Shahar in 1856 , b u t it rebelled aga in , and  M ussaffar 
Eddin , the father of the p resen t Em ir w as obliged to  agree to  Bäbä 
B eg at K itab and  Ju ra  Kes a t Shahar acknow ledging  his suprem acy  
on ly  b y  forw arding presen ts to  him , b u t they  did  n o t allow  him  to  
m edd le  in the adm inistration of affairs. In the  battle  of Irdshahr 
th e  Russians subjugated  the  Em ir, and as Shahar w as independen t 
and  rebellious against h im , they  m ade an end  of it b y  carrying 
Kitab b y  assault in 1870, and  then  Shahar fell w ith o u t a struggle. 
T he Russians gave back the w hole to  the E m ir as a  sign tha t they  
w ould  n o t take his land.

A t Shahar is the  renow ned  A k Serai, w hite palace, th a t was 
built by  Tim ur, and  w hich th e  architect is said to  have b een  20 
years in  erecting. C lavigo visited th is palace, and  he gives a descrip ­
tion of a high and  b road  ga te , decorated  w ith  g lazed  tiles in 
blue and  gold, leading in to  a g arden , of m agnificent galleries and 
of halls adorned  w ith g o ld , azure, silver and ivory . H ere  T im ur 
rested  him self after his cam paigns. Of the  porch  are  still left tw o 
solid pillars built of brick. T h ey  have a height of ab o u t 4 2  m etres 
and are rem arkable for a pu re  A rabic style, g lazed tiles in b lue and 
w hite w ith  inlaid arabesques and  P ersian  and  A rabic inscrip tions.

In A k  Serai w hich is of enorm ous d im ensions th e  E m ir resides



w hen staying in the tow n. W ithin it is covered w ith majolica of 
extraord inary  beau ty  w hich is enhanced  b y  the decorative Persian 
and  A rabic inscriptions. T he interior, consisting of a square castle, 
the dw elling of the Em ir encircled by  low er houses, is gained 
th ro u g h  three enorm ous porches.

S hahar’s principal m osques and  m edresses are K hanekah-i-Kalän 
w ith  a low  cupola on a w ide base, M edresse-M abain, M edresse-i- 
Kofa, th a t has tw o small inconsiderable cupolae, and  the m osque 
of M eshit-i-N au (new m osque) th a t w as built in 1890; the  latter is 
su rro u n d ed  b y  a portico w ith stucco and painting. Ju s t outside 
th e  tow n  is a sain t’s tom b  (m azar) w ithin tw o com plexes of build­
ings, the  smaller Hazret-i-Sheik, a square building w ith cupola and 
brigh t m ajolica resem bling G ur E m ir at Sam arkand, and a larger 
one, furnished w ith veranda and  tw o  row s of colum ns. Before the 
cen tre of the m azar is the m osque of H azret-i-Sheik-Sham seddin- 
K obarah, built by  M irza U lug B eg; from  the m iddle of its front 
rises a fine porch  decorated  w ith  majolica.

O ne of the curiosities of Shahar is M alek-i-Ashdär, a saint’s 
tom b  w ith  num erous colum ns and  pain ted  stucco and  a lonely 
m inaret am idst num erous sacred tom bs; beside th is is a m osque of 
the sam e nam e. Close by  is also Saudagar Serai (m erchants’ house). 
H ere is also the  saint’s tom b of H azret Im am , partly  ru inous, but 
form erly quite covered w ith majolica. Close by  is a new  m osque 
w ith basin and  m inaret. The tow n  is renow ned for its extensive 
rice-fields for w hich the low  reg ion  in the ne ighbourhood  is excel­
lently adapted.

A t sunset a band  of m usicians plays on drum s, flutes and cla­
rinets from  th e  m usic-house (N egareh Khaneh).

A t Shahar a g rea t m any Jew s live from  olden tim es.
K i t a b ,  the sister tow n  of S hahar is, in contrast to  the latter, 

situated on high g round . It has a Bokharan garrison , and the 
Em ir often  resides here w ith his harem  and  his num erous batshas. 
In the  tow n  is a strongly  fortified old citadel or castle, situated on 
an artificial hill and encircled b y  high strong  clay-walls. The en­
trance porch  is flanked by  tw o tow ers and is rather im posing. In 
this castle lives the B eg of the  district and the Em ir w hen the 
latter visits the  place. F o r  the use of the Em ir there is a special 
court-m osque. K itab’s orchards and rose gardens are renow ned 
and are said to surpass even those of Shahar in beauty . A t Kitab 
g row  also the best grapes in B okhara. The tow n has a  large bazar 
and  m arket-place and  the num ber of inhabitants is abou t 15000.



C h a r j u i 1) now  consists of tw o  cities, one com pletely  R ussian on 
the river an d  the  o ld  B okharan  to w n  situated a t a d istance of ab o u t 
12 v ersts  from  the bank  o f th e  A m u D arya. T he latter w as for­
m erly o n  th e  bank  of the  O xus, bu t, as recorded, the  river m oves
to w ard s  th e  east. H ere T im ur built a  b ridge across th e  O xus, b u t 
again  b ro k e  it off for fear th a t the  p risoners from  M aver-al-nahr
sho u ld  ru n  aw ay across it, and  later one w as obliged to  use the
ferry . T h e  Russian tow n  is sp read  over the  sw am py bank  and 
has som e bad  A rm enian ho te ls defying all civilization. It is the 
seat of a Russian D istrict G o v ern o r and  here are th e  sta tion  and  
the w orkshops of the A m u flotilla. O w ing  to  the  low  b an k  the 
te rrito ry  is often inundated  even  u p  into the  h o u ses, and  th e  in­
hab itan ts suffer from  rheum atism . N ow  the tow n  is also of g rea t 
im portance to  the  new  railw ay-bridge of iron across the  O xus th a t 
w as bu ilt in  1899. It is the  em porium  of com m erce in  th e  reg ion  
from  K hiva to  A fghanistan (Afghan T urkestan). A  g rea t trade  is 
carried on  w ith g rapes, skins, carpets, sheep skins, w o o l, co tton . 
T he aggregate  num ber of inhabitants is estim ated a t 7600 . T he 
sta tion  itself is called A m u D arya, and  on the opposite  side is Farab.

In th e  m iddle of the  19 th  century  old C harjui o r Chiharjui 
w as, p roperly  speaking, n o th in g  b u t a fort against th e  T urkom ans, 
b u t M ussafar Eddin, the father of the presen t Em ir, resum ed  the 
canalisation, and  to  him  it is indebted  for its rising in  the  centre 
of very  fertile oases. T he to lerable road w ith the  ricke ty  b ridges 
across th e  canals, on w hich w e drove for o u r audience of the 
Emir, is so dusty  in sum m er th a t one is quite co v ered  w ith  loess 
w hich bears evidence to  the  fact tha t the region requ ires no th ing  
b u t w ater to  be cultivated w ith  success.

T he tow n  has now  extensive fields all round , and  the Beg, one 
of the  m ost distinguished in B okhara, with the title of Paravanatsh i, 
has a large harem , num erous batshas, a haw king establishm ent etc. 
In the tow n  is a  B okharan garrison com m anded  b y  a colonel.

A t som e distance one becom es aw are of the  crenelated  walls of 
the city w ith gates and barbacans. T he A rk o r castle is situated  
on  a hill; it is encircled by  a wall w ith loopho les, tow ers etc., 
and  th rough  a strong  iron-m ounted  gate one enters th e  citadel w here 
the B eg resides. The entrance of the  citadel ascends a ram p as the en­
trance o f the A rk at Bokhara, and  it is flanked in th e  sam e w ay  as the 
latter b y  tw o round  tow ers w ith  a loggia above th e  po in ted  gate. 
Inside the walls are beautiful gardens with roses and  o th e r flow ers,

*) M e a n s  m a r k e t - p l a c e .



grapes and  o ther fruit. T here are also inside the walls a confusion of 
flat-roofed buildings, several small palaces w ith aiväns and verandas 
w ith  lattice railings etc. The road  w hich leads to  the  in terior of 
the palace itself is very  steep and  in som e part covered b y  vaults, 
and  the inner yard  of the palace is paved. F rom  the yard  one 
enters a spacious vestibule and  then  a smaller room  w ith paper- 
hangings. H ere the Em ir received us during our audience in the 
spring 1898, and  on th is occasion the  gilded chairs had been  b rought 
h ither from  K erm ineh w here th e  E m ir generally resided during  my 
so journs in  his realm.

U nder the  A rk are som e sm all subterranean prisons w hich are 
tru ly  terrib le and  resem ble m ole-holes; here the furniture was 
no th ing  b u t strong  beam s w ith neck rings and chains nailed on. 
The A rk is also the barracks of the  garrison.

F rom  the gate of the citadel there  is a splendid view  over the 
city w ith its m any gardens and the  b road  stream  of the  O xus. The 
city has -a beautiful small bazar. F orm erly  it w as renow ned  for its 
slave-m arkets w here the  Turkom ans w ere the sellers. This trade 
has now  ceased officially, b u t the  sale of fem ale slaves still thrives 
in secret.

The inhabitants here and  fu rther on as far as D enau  or Deh-i- 
nau or D ehnau  are U sbegs and  Karakalpaks. O ld Charjui has 
abou t 3 0 0 0 0  inhabitants.

D e n a u  near Charjui has been  described above.
K e r m i n e h  has abou t 12000  inhabitants and is a considerable 

tow n  carrying on a lively trade ; thus m any Russian articles are sold 
in its bazars. Tw o days a w eek  only  are bazar days, then  all 
shops in th e  covered rhastas are open , w hereas on  the  o ther days 
those shops only  are open  w here the m ost necessary victuals and 
household  articles are sold, as in m ost provincial tow ns in Bokhara. 
The style of the  m osques and m edresses of the tow n  is the usual 
one m en tioned  above , and  there is no th ing  particularly rem arkable 
in them . O n  the outskirt of the tow n  is a large castle encircled by 
high walls and  hold ing  w ithin a grea t num ber of palaces and gar­
dens of g rea t extent. The tow n  is situated in the flat plain sur­
rounded  b y  extensive gardens and  fields; it is constantly seen at a 
distance w hen  driving on the tolerable carriage road  from  the sta­
tion  of K erm ineh to  the  oasis. F rom  Bokhara-i-Sherif a g o o d  car­
riage road  also leads to  K erm ineh. T he oasis is w atered  by  lateral 
canals cu t o u t from  the Serafshan; co tton  is largely cultivated and 
there is a rather considerable industry .



W hile I stayed  in  th e  realm  of the  Emir, his residence w as, so 
to  speak , alw ays at K erm ineh w here he lived in the  castle w hich 
w ith  its palaces and  gardens rem inds one very  m uch  of S hehrbeden , 
on ly  th e  size is less and  th e  fitting-up m ore prim itive. I visited 
him  in  the  w inter 1896— 9 7 ; then  he had  set u p  a so rt of C ir­
cassian  g u ard , in  im itation of the  Russian E m peror. It w as em ­
p loyed  as a body-guard  and  w as steadily sta tioned  w ith  draw n 
sabres at the entrance of his habitation  as long  as th e  audience 
lasted .

C h i r a k t s h i  is a  small tow n  w ith  rather g o o d  bazars, b u t n o ­
th ing  else of special in terest. All round  are m an y  kibitkes (kara- 
oi) bearing  evidence to  the  fact tha t the inhabitan ts are to  som e 
ex ten t nom ads. Several build ings are covered w ith  straw  on  the 
flat roofs. T he population  from  K arshi to  C hiraktshi are half-nom ads.

T he nam e of C hiraktshi is no do u b t connected  w ith  chiräk 
(candle o r lamp), perhaps suggesting  tha t the F ire-w orsh ippers, the 
A vesta p eop le , have had  a specially firm reso rt he re , o r  th a t they 
have perhaps held ou t here longer than elsew here in B okhara.

H i s s a r  has ab o u t 15000 inhabitants and  is th e  seat of a Beg. 
A t H issar a knife and  sw ord  industry  still thrives. T h e  dam askeened 
b lades w ith  their inlay of th reads of silver and  g o ld  are renow ned  
from  of old. It is inhabited  b y  Usbegs. S ee fo r the  rest w hat 
has been  said of it above.

K e l i f  is especially fam ous for its ferry across th e  O xus. H ere 
the  river narrow s to  abou t 3 0 0  m etres and here  N ad ir S hah  built 
a  b ridge across the river. T he tow n has only  a few  tho u san d  in ­
habitants.

S h i r a b a d  or S h e h r - a b a d  (the Lion T ow n) is said to  have 
ab o u t 15000 inhabitants. It is encircled by  walls from  w hich the 
phalanxes of A lexander the  G reat are said to  have been  seen. T he 
nam e of the tow n  w as then  Shehr-i-C hyber and  it w as inhabited  
b y  fire-w orshipping Tadjiks.

H u s a r  or  G u s a r  has abou t 20000  inhabitants. F rom  the tow n  
tw o  roads to  Afghan T urkestan  pass Kelif; the  one  is 2 4 0 , the 
o ther 160 kilom etres long. The shorter one does n o t y ield drink­
ing w ater for m ore than  abou t 72  kilom etres, has b u t a scarce 
quantity  of fuel and is m ore difficult to  pass than  the lo n g er one.

K a r a t a g h  (the Black M ountain) has abou t 15000  inhabitants. 
In 1909 it w as nearly des troyed  by earth-quake w ith  subsequen t 
land slip, bu t is said to  be again rising.

K a r a k u l  has abou t 5000  inhabitants. It furnishes a g rea t part



of B okhara w ith salt tha t is ob ta ined  near the oasis. T he tow n it­
self is small and  has a citadel w here  the B eg resides. Form erly  
the  oasis w as large and  flourishing, b u t the  desert forces its w ay 
into it o n  all sides, as the supp ly  of w ater decreases very  m uch 
ow ing to  the  w ater being consum ed at N ew  and O ld  Bokhara, 
consequen tly  m any of the inhabitants leave the place, and agri­
culture is in a state of decay. T he oasis is fam ous for its large 
herds of the  small black sheep w ith  the  curly skin (Karakul sheep). 
T he flesh of the  sheep is no t so  g o o d  as tha t of the o ther sheep 
races, b u t to  m ake up for it th e  skin is exceedingly valuable.

Z i a - e d d i n  has about 8000  inhabitants.



T
h e  Em ir of B okhara is the vassal of the  E m pero r of Russia, 

b u t he  governs the  inner affairs of his co u n try  despotically  as 
in days of yore, a t any  rate form ally; it is, how ever, unavoidable 

th a t Russia now  and  th en  shou ld  m eddle in the  inner adm inistration 
and  th is has been  to  th e  benefit of B okhara peop le . T hus slavery 
w as im m ediately abolished o n  the  arrival of the  R ussians and  m any 
cruel punishm ents w hich h ad  hitherto  been in practice w ere forbidden, 
for instance the flinging of crim inals from  the  T ow er of the  D ead 
and  throw ing  criminals in to  pits full of b ed -b u g s . B ut it w as, of 
course, difficult at once to  b reak  such a tho rough ly  O rienta l G overn ­
m en t of the use of the  accustom ed barbarian punishm ents, and  
officials in  Bokhara w ith  w hom  I was on intim ate term s to ld  me 
th a t m uch  of th is w as still prevalent here and  th e re , for instance 
th e  custom  of ty ing  crim inals to  a pole and p reven ting  them  from  
sleep ing  by all possible m eans, until they  die, o r of sticking bristles 
o r ru sty  wires in to their sexual organs to  m ake them  confess, and 
m any o ther horrors. Such  th ings are, of course, com plained of by 
the  Russian political agen t at N ew  B okhara w ho negotia tes w ith the 
E m ir’s G overnm ent on  the  p a rt of Russia.

The Emir w ho form erly resided in the A rk at Bokhara-i-Sherif 
has n o t lived there for m any years, and  he is abso lu te ly  forb idden  
to  m ake his appearance in  th e  capital. As a rule, he  lives at Ker- 
m ineh, and in  sum m er he m oves abou t to  the  larger provincial 
tow ns, especially to  C harju i, K arshi, H issar and  K itab. T he last 
time I w as at B okhara, in the  autum n 1899, the  R ussians had  a 
palace built in E uropean-O riental style a t N ew  B okhara w hich w as 
in tended  as the dw elling-place of the Emir. T he latter w as said 
to  be  unwilling to  take u p  his abode there, because the  new  sur-



roun d in g s did  n o t suit his o ld  habits and  because he w ould  becom e 
the  neighbour of the Russian political agent w ho could overlook 
all his do ings from  his w indow s, w hich he, indeed, w as expected to 
do. T he capital of B okhara w as, no  doubt, closed against the Emir 
to  b reak  the B okharan nation  of the though t of hav ing  a native 
reg en t, and  from  here he could  give the Russians m ore trouble 
than  he is now  .capable of doing. I was told tha t as soon  as the 
p resen t Em ir w as dead, o r p er­
haps before, a Russian G overnor- 
G eneral w ould  m arch in to  the 
palace of N ew  Bokhara, and  then 
the  Em irs w ould  be things of the 
past. Still, how ever, the rep re ­
sentative of th e  Emir, the w ise 
D ivam begi D jän M irza, later ap ­
po in ted  K ushbegi (the B egs’ 
m aster), resides in the A rk  at 
B okhara, and as long  as he does 
n o t leave the  Ark, the Em ir is 
still despotic ruler. W hether the 
Em ir and  D jän  M irza are a m atch 
for the Russians, o r w hether the 
latter w ish to  retain the native 
adm inistration a little longer, as it 
is m uch cheaper than  a Russian 
adm inistration w ould  be, is on ly  
know n to  the Emir, D jän M irza 
and  the Russian diplom acy, bu t 
D jän  M irza is a very  p ruden t а й  Д№] дшц1) Emi[ ы Bokhara 
m an an d  an able diplom atist.
In spite of his intelligence it is
now  and  then  very  difficult for him  to  balance betw een  the Rus­
sians and  the  Emir. All questions of details the  Russians leave 
to  D jän  M irza w ho is, no  doub t, the actual ruler, b u t as the Emir 
considers himself the  ruler and  issues orders, it often happens that 
his and  the E m ir’s orders to  officials are quite opposite; m any 
m essengers in m any coloured caftans and  arm ed w ith scimitars are 
constantly  on  the  m ove from  the Em ir to  the A rk , their w ay is 
crossed b y  Cossacks arm ed w ith  rifles from  the A gency, and  whe-

J) D ied  a t th e  b eg in n in g  o f 1911.



th e r  an  o rder is issued to  th e  provinces in B okharan  or Russian 
sp irit, d ep en d s u p o n  w hich of the  tw o chess-players is the  m ore 
ab le m anoeuvrer.

T h e  Em ir governs the extensive country  b y  th e  aid of subject 
k ings o r  g o v ern o rs , the so-called B egs; it is d iv ided  into m any 
d istric ts som e of w hich are u p  to  the  standard  of E u ropean  realm s, 
as far as size is concerned.

N o w  and  then  the fron tiers of the districts of th e  B egs change 
w hen  som e land is taken  from  one B eg and  given  to  another, bu t 
on  th e  w hole the coun try  is d ivided am ong  the B egs a t Kalai 
V am ar, Kalai K hum b, G arm , H issar, Kitab, Karshi, K erm ineh, Charjui 
and  B okhara. F rom  form er tim es these subject k ings bear the title 
of Beg.

T he p rovinces w ere e ither given to  the  sons of the changing 
E m irs, to  their friends and  to  brave w arriors, o r they  descended  
by  inheritance to  m em bers of the  original races of princes w ho had 
once acquired  small realm s here and there. T hat th e  position  of a 
B eg has been  considered hered itary  appears from  th e  observations 
I heard  everyw here from  the various Begs, w ho alw ays intim ated 
th a t the ir eldest son w ou ld  inherit the province after them . There 
being  n o  nobility o r priv ileged cast in  Bokhara, ev e rybody  can rise 
b o th  to  B eg and to  o ther h igh  offices, and several of the highest 
B okharan  officials are sons of Persian slaves or have even been 
slaves them selves. H ighest of rank  in B okhara are th e  ecclesiastics, 
w ho include am ongst them  b o th  the actual ecclesiastics and  those 
m erchants and greater artisans w ho have frequented  the  m edresses, 
all o thers are Fukaras, i. e. a so rt of p roletariat o r  persons w ho 
are n o t taken in to account. Even if the office of a B eg is no t 
hereditary , the title is always so, and a B eg’s legitim ate sons i. e. 
his sons by the 4  legitim ate wives w hom  every  M ussulm an is 
allow ed to  have, bear the  title of B eg beside their nam e; b u t if 
they  descend to  low er positions such as caravan gu ides or o ther 
F u k aras, the w ord  B eg assum es the vulgar form  B ey in contra­
d istinction to  the title of th o se  in office w hich is p ro n o u n ced  B eg 
or better Bek.

T he Begs adm inistrate their provinces b y  the aid of a  sort of 
subject Begs w ith various titles w ho m anage a certain part of the 
province or a larger tow n  w ith its n e ighbourhood , u n d er these 
A ksakals are appoin ted  in tow ns and villages and  am ong  th e  n o ­
m adic tribes; the latter have their subject authorities, such as M ing- 
bashi, chief of 1000 m en, Jüsbashi, of 100 m en , E llikbashi, of 50



m en and  even O nbashi, of 10 m en. Each sm aller society has its 
chief w ho  bears the title of Nai'b or A m in, if the society  is very  
small. K asis are d istributed over the various rural and  tow n-districts 
to  m anage judicial affairs, in te rp re t the K oran for secular purposes

Shugnan falconer.

and p ro p o se  the punishm ents to  w hich criminals are sentenced by 
the adm inistrative authorities.

T he Em ir governs the coun try  despotically, and the sam e is 
the case w ith the Begs w ithin their domains. T he principal object 
of the E m ir’s G overnm ent is regular and abundant paym ent of the
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tax es an d  th is is also th e  case w ith the  Begs and  righ t dow n  to  the 
A ksakals. T he B eg adm inistra tes his p rov ince , as if it w ere his 
p riv a te  p ro p erty  and  p un ishes as it suits him  and  his K asis, b u t 
cap ita l pun ishm en t and  v e ry  severe punishm ents can  on ly  be exe­
cu ted  b y  o rder of the  Em ir.

T h e  B egs im itate the  co u rt of the Emir, hav ing  as g rea t a cere­
m onia l as their m eans allow. T o  each B eg’s d istric t belongs an 
A rk  o r palace w hich is also a fortress su rrounded  b y  high ram parts 
o r  loopho led  walls, tow ers w ith m achicolations and  dry  o r w et 
m oats, such as w e have seen  a t Kalai V am ar, Kalai K hum b, G arm  
etc .; even  at our tim e these  precautionary  m easures m ay be neces­
sary , even  if n o t so necessary  as form erly. T hey  have their harem s 
like th e  Emir, b u t n o t so  g rea t as th a t of the la tter w hich is said 
to  consist of abou t 130 w om en , their batshas, falconers, fiddlers etc. 
A s th e  Em ir has his ow n b ody -guard , the  so-called S arvas, now  
transform ed to  a sort of C ircassian guard  in im itation of tha t of 
the  Russian Em peror, the  B egs have their Sarvas w ho  look  after 
all possib le m atters in th e  castle w here th ey  are seen in ragged 
d resses w ith their bare legs in  their slippers, b u t o n  solem n occa­
sions they  are arrayed in  sm art caftans and  p rov ided  w ith  scimitars 
and  m atchlocks.

T h e  Em ir does n o t w ear any  special uniform , excepting  that he, 
being  Russian G eneral, n o w  w ears epaulets on his caftan, and  the 
Begs are no t d ressed  in any  special w ay either, b u t each of them  
know s how  richly he m ay dress in accordance w ith  ancient usage 
an d  w ith  the  rank w hich has been  bestow ed upon  him . F orm erly  
the  Em ir like the  Shah of Persia used to  place a tuft of feathers 
w ith  d iam ants or a clasp u p o n  his turban, bu t now , being  the ruler 
of the  faithful “A1 M um jum in” , he only w ears the  w hite spiritual 
turban.

T he various Begs and secular officials always receive special titles 
w hich indicate how  high in rank  they  are; all of them  are court 
titles derived from a tim e w hen  the E m ir’s court had  a num erous 
staff of all possible functionaries, several of w hom  are now  abo l­
ished. T hey are consequently  m ere titles, as is also custom ary  in 
E urope.

T he highest title in B okhara is A taluk, then  follow  K ushbegi, 
D ivam begi, D atkha, Jn äk , Paravanatsh i, Bi, M irakhur, M irzabashi, 
Tokhsabashi, Karaulbegi etc. Paravanatshi or the  P eacock  m an (be­
cause he  w ore peacock’s feathers) w as m aster of ce rem onies, M i­
rakhur m aster of the horse, K araulbegi chief of the  g u ard  etc., b u t



these  titles are now  also conveyed  upon  others w ho do n o t exer­
cise the  actual office. The rank  of the Begs in the provinces varies 
betw een  th a t of M irakhur being  the low est and that of D atkha, the 
highest. D ivam begi is, as a ru le , only conferred upon  the Vizier 
and the nearest and  highest courtiers of the Emir, A taluk has no t 
been  in use for m any years, and  the Em ir is very  sparing  of the 
title of K ushbegi. T he titles of M irzabashi (chief of the  secretaries 
or head  secretary), K araulbegi and  Tokhsabashi (properly  proprietor 
of a standard) are conferred u p o n  subject Begs or courtiers of low er 
rank. B esides the court functions, nam ed here w hich still exist, bu t 
all of w hich are rarely  filled, there  are a great m any court functions 
still partly  occupied. T he E m ir has his M ehem ändar, receiver of 
guests, Sherbet-B irdar, cup bearer, Aftabashi m ug-bearer, M unshi- 
bashi, S ecretary  of S tate ; the  form er office of Shekhaw l, m inister of 
foreign affairs, has been  abolished, because B okhara can only estab­
lish a connection  w ith  o ther realm s through  Russia; the re  are further 
special titles for those w ho look  after the  E m ir’s w atch, his boots, 
b o oks, for those  w ho b ring  food,  w ater etc. to  him . The m an 
w ho serves the food for foreign guests is called D arstarkhandji.

T here is one official, th e  so-called “M akhram ” w ho plays a 
g reat p a rt at the courts of the E m ir and the Begs. H e is a sort of 
cham berlain, a confidential factotum  to  w hom  m any com m issions 
are confided, for instance, the  im portan t one of being  his m aster’s 
pander. T he E m ir has several M akhram s, bu t the Begs generally 
conten t them selves w ith one. A  M akhram  is the ty p e  of an intelli­
gent, th o ro u g h  and  cunning rogue.

T he Em ir is su rrounded  b y  a considerable cerem onial; the for­
eigner w ho  gets an audience of him , is fetched in th e  carriages of 
the Em ir accom panied by a grea t suite of m ounted  courtiers, at the 
entrance of the  castle the C ircassian body-guard  parades; then fol­
low s a “ darstarkhan” w ith a g rea t selection of B okharan  dishes 
during  the  eating  of w hich one is entertained and w aited  upon  by 
a g rea t assem bly of the courtiers of the Emir, and  then  one is led 
by  m asters of cerem onies w ith w hite staffs to  the audience proper 
(salam o r selam). T hat the foreigner m ay be im pressed b y  the vast­
ness of the  surroundings, he is alw ays show n through  as m any room s 
as possible, and  from  m y various audiences I b rough t hom e the im­
pression that w e had  been  taken  ro u n d  the palace several times 
th rough  the  sam e room s, so tha t I should be overw helm ed. The 
courtiers w ho have a ttended  at the  meal follow in p rocession , bu t 
by degrees as w e approach  the H oly  of H olies they  are dropped ,



an d  a t last a m aster of cerem onies takes us th ro u g h  the  d o o r to  
H is H ighness, w ho receives us in the presence of som e of his sons 
or m o st tru sted  courtiers. T he room  of audience w as as w ith  well- 
to -d o  B okhara people fitted  up  w ith  m agnificent pain ted  and  gilt 
stucco  on  the walls and  w ith  m irrors, and  otherw ise on ly  decorated  
w ith  fine w oven  carpets o n  w hich silk quilts and  bolsters w ere p laced; 
besides there  w ere som e fine w ater-pipes and  tea-jugs and  a row  
of g ilt arm chairs for the E uropeans. A part from  th e  special com ­
m ission  w hich had to  be executed, the  conversation  tu rn ed  u p o n  
indifferent m atters, b u t a lthough  the Em ir is n o w  accustom ed  to 
g ive audience in the E uropean  m anner, he is still fond  of hearing  
even  from  the lips of E uropeans, as from  his ow n subjects, th a t a 
lo n g  and  happy  life is w ished  him , tha t his riches m ay increase, 
and  tha t A llah’s blessing m ay fall to  his lot.

T he natives call the  E m ir b y  several titles, such  as “ H azre t” 
w hich is otherw ise only  u sed  abou t p rophets, the  sam e title is also 
often  u sed  tow ards the  Begs, also Padishah, B adev let (the H appy) 
and  Taxir (lord); accord ing  to  the natives the  la tter o u g h t to  be 
p ro n o u n ced  21 tim es du ring  an audience. T he natives alw ays fall 
on  their knees before the  Em ir and  the  Begs m urm uring  “ Ä bläh 
A k b ar” som e tim es, and th en  Salam P adishah and  p ro n o u n ce  the 
w ish th a t the Em ir m ay live in 120 years.

T he day of the  Em ir is, of course, first and  fo rem ost divided 
accord ing  to  the  p recepts of religion; m uch tim e is occupied  by 
the daily näm as and divine service w hich is held  in the  court- 
m osque  of the Em ir and perform ed by  the court-chaplain , Khatib. 
W hen the  Em ir enters the  m osque, the chaplain carries the  K oran 
before him. E very day  the  Em ir passes som e hou rs w ith  his 
harem -w om en w ho are g u arded  by  old men, especially th e  4  favour­
ite w ives or legitimate w ives w ho have born  him his legim ate sons, 
the  princes, w ho bear th e  title of T urra; the first-born  son, the 
crow n-prince, has the  title of T urra-djän (properly  the  Soul-prince, 
bu t sou l and heart being one  in Bokhara, better the beloved  or 
favourite son). A t certain hours of the  day  the  Em ir and  his m ost 
trusted  m en m eet to  discuss governm ent affairs, especially on  F ri­
days w hen  divine service is over. T hen the w eekly  repo rts  have 
to  arrive from  the Begs. T he E m ir has also m uch to  do in his 
capacity of the highest judge  in  the country, and  as every  accused 
person  w ho is n o t con ten t w ith  the sentence of th e  Kasis has a 
right to  bring his cause before the Emir, if he  succeeds in  p en e ­
trating  th rough  the labyrinth of officials w ho su rro u n d  the  latter,



this gives him  also m uch to look  after. W hen his adm inistrative 
and  judicial duties are discharged, the  Em ir always uses to  take a 
meal w ith  his dignitaries, and  often in that m anner that each of 
them  receives his po ts and cauldrons, and the Em ir and  his digni­
taries then  each prepare their dish of pillau in order to  decide which 
of them  is able to  p repare the  B okharan favourite dish best; it 
goes w ithou t saying that 
the  E m ir’s pillau is al­
w ays best. T hen the cour­
tiers have to  tell stories, 
anecdotes and  legends, 
o r reciters are called in; 
they  take one cup of tea 
after the  o ther and go 
on  w ith th is so rt of inter- 
ta inm ent far in to  the night, 
until at last batshas divert 
them  w ith  their dance and 
music.

T he E m ir is very cau­
tious in regard to  eating 
and drinking; several of 
his courtiers m ust always 
first taste all that is b rough t 
to  him. O ne  of the E m ir’s 
ou td o o r pleasures is haw k­
ing , and  for this p u r­
pose he has a special 
court-yard  w here hun ­
dreds of small and  large 
haw ks are bred. This 
spo rt is, b y  the w ay, very  
com m on in Bokhara, espe- Bokharan offkers- ,A co,°nel a"d twu tapfairis)- 
dally  in the m ountain
provinces w here riders often are seen riding w ith the hooded  hawk 
on their g loved  hand.

T he departu re  of the Em ir f rom one province to  ano ther always 
takes p lace w ith great cerem onies. A  great baggage of provisions, 
costly silk tents, carriages w ith harem -w om en, batshas, falconers, 
escorts of Sarvas and soldiers (askar) accom pany him . A  M irshab 
w ith his axe of cerem ony rides in front, then follow som e Sarvas,



rid e rs  w ith  banners and  kettle-drum s, then  the E m ir and  his h ighest 
d ign itaries in dresses in all the  colours of the ra inbow  and  at last 
a la rge  escort and the  baggage. O n  each en try  in to  a tow n  or 
w ith  a nom adic  tribe, peo p le  th ro n g  in from  all sides in o rder to  
b o w  respectfully  to  the  E m ir w ho treats all p resen t w ith  pillau, 
m eat, b read  and  fruit. T hese banquets look  very  p ic tu resque and  
o ld -fash ioned , and  o u g h t to  be  fixed to  canvas b y  a pain ter before 
th e y  vanish.

T h e  E m ir has organ ized  his arm y in E u ro p ean  m anner, after 
the  R ussians have becom e h is superiors. It is said to  consist of 
2 0 0 0 0  m an, b u t of these  8 0 0 0  exist, no doub t, on ly  o n  paper. It 
consists of foot, ho rse  and  artillery and is arm ed w ith  old Russian 
w eapons. It is com m anded  b y  native officers w h o  have been  
tra ined  b y  the Russians. All the  w ords of com m and  are Russian, 
and  the  uniform s have a Russian cu t: red  leather trousers, long  
b oo ts , dark  coat w ith  shoulder-flaps and  fur-cap. All the  soldiers 
are en listed  and, as a rule, th e y  on ly  serve certain days a w eek. 
W hen  the d u ty  is over, th e y  take off their un ifo rm  and  clad in 
the  paterna l dress they  m ind  the ir civil trade. T he g rea ter p a rt of 
the  arm y  is garrisoned  in th e  tow n  of B okhara, in  the  o ther tow ns 
and  on  the frontiers tow ards A fghanistan there  are various detach ­
m ents. T he Em ir does n o t take any  g rea t in te rest in  his arm y 
w hich is show n b y  the  answ er given b y  him  to  several Russian 
officers w ho have sou g h t appo in tm en t as drill-instructors. H e an­
sw ered  nam ely: “ I n eed  no  arm y; Russia is responsib le  for the 
in teg rity  of B okhara , and  the drill-instruc tors will on ly  cost m e 
m ore m o n e y ” .
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7 .  T h r o u g h  t h e  u n k n o w n  P a m i r s  ( V a k h a n  a n d  G a r a n ) .  0 .  O l u f s e n .  L o n d o n  1 9 C 4 .

8 .  V o c a b u l a r y  o f  t h e  d i a l e c t s  i n  B o k h a r a .  O .  O l u f s e n  o g  V . G r ö n b e c h .  C o p e n ­

h a g e n  1 9 0 5 .

9 .  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  O b s e r v a t i o n s  f r o m  P a m i r .  0 .  O l u f s e n .  C o p e n h a g e n  1 9 0 3 .

1 0 .  O l d  a n d  n e w  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  B o k h a r a ,  K h i v a  a n d  T u r k e s t a n .  0 .  O l u f s e n .  

C o p e n h a g e n  1 9 0 3 .

1 1 .  G e n n e m  P a m i r .  O .  O l u f s e n .  K j o b e n h a v n  1 9 0 6 .

1 2 .  2  V o r t r ä g e  ü b e r  m e i n e  R e i s e n  i n  P a m i r  1 8 9 6 — 9 7  u .  1 8 9 8 — 9 9 .  0 .  O l u f s e n .  

Z e i t s c h r .  d .  G e s e l l ,  f .  E r d k .  B e r l i n  1 8 9 7  u .  1 9 0 0 .

1 3 .  B o k h a r a ,  K h i v a  o g  T u r k e s t a n ,  0 .  O l u f s e n .  ( F o lk e u n i v e r s i t e t s f o r e l a e s n i n g e r ) .  

K j e b e n h a v n  1 9 0 6 .

1 4 .  G e o g r a f i s k  T i d s k r i f t .  T r e a t i s e s  o n  M id  a n d  C e n t r a l  A s ia .  K j o b e n h a v n .  B d .  1 4 .  

1 5 ,  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  1 9 ,  2 0 .  O .  O l u f s e n .

1 5 .  D i e  P a m i r - G e b i e t e .  W il h .  G e i g e r .  W i e n  1 8 8 7 .

1 6 .  D a s  G e s e t z  d e r  W ü s t e n b i l d u n g .  J .  W a l t h e r .  B e r l i n  1 9 0 0 .

1 7 .  A f g h a n i s t a n .  A n g u s  H a m i l t o n .  L o n d o n  1 9 0 6 .

1 8 .  R u s s i s c h  C e n t r a l - A s ie n  e tc .  H .  L a n s d e l l .  L e i p z i g  1 8 8 5 .

1 9 .  D i e  S t a d t  C h i v a  1 8 7 3 .  L .  K o s t e n k o ,  d e u t s c h  v .  B l a r a m b e r g .  P .  M it t .  1 8 7 4 .

2 0 .  D i e  E r o b e r u n g e n  d e r  R u s s e n  i n  C e n t r a l a s i e n .  K r a h m e r .  B e r l i n  1 8 7 3 .

2 1 .  C e n t r a l - A s i e n .  A .  H u m b o l d t .  B e r l i n  1 8 4 4 .

2 2 .  D i e  N e u n z a h l  b e i  d e n  O s t a r i e r n .  A .  K a e g i .  1 8 9 0 .

2 3 .  R e i s e  i n  K o k a n  e tc .  A .  F e d s c h e n k o .  P .  M it t .  1 8 7 2 .

2 4 .  R e i s e n  i n  T u r k e s t a n .  A .  F e d s c h e n k o .  P .  M it t .  1 8 7 4 .

2 5 .  R e i s e  v o n  O r e n b u r g  n a c h  B u c h a r a .  E .  E v e r s m a n n .  B e r l i n  1 8 2 3 .

2 6 .  N a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  E m b a s s y  t o  t h e  C o u r t  o f  T i m o u r  a t  S a m a r c a n d .  G o n z a l e z  d e  

C l a v i g o .  R . 1 4 0 3 — 0 6 .  t r a n s l .  b y  M a r k h a m .  L o n d o n  1 8 5 9 .

2 7 .  M o d e r n e  K e r a m i k  v o n  C e n t r a l - A s i e n .  F .  R . M a r t in .  S t o c k h o lm  1 8 9 7 .

2 8 .  M o r g e n l ä n d i s c h e  S t o f f e .  F .  R .  M a r t in .  S t o c k h o lm  1 8 9 7 .

2 9 .  T u r k i s t a n .  E .  S c h u y l e r .  L o n d o n  1 8 7 6 .



3 0 .  L a  v i e  d e s  s t e p p e s  K i r g h i z e s .  В .  Z a l e s k i .  P a r i s  1 8 6 5 .

3 1 .  M a r c o  P o l o .  ( G e r m a n  t r a n s l a t i o n ) .

3 2 .  I r a n  u n d  T u r a n .  H .  B r u n n h o f e r .  L e i p z i g  1 8 8 9 .

3 3 .  D i e  U r g e s c h i c h t e  d e r  A r i e r  i n  V o r d e r -  u n d  C e n t r a l a s i e n .  H .  B r u n n h o f e r .

L e i p z i g  1 8 9 3 .

3 4 .  J o u r n e y  t o  t h e  S o u r c e  o f  O x u s .  W o o d .  L o n d o n  1 8 7 2 .

3 5 .  G o r n a j a  B u c h a r a ,  L i p s k y .  S t .  P e t e r s b o r g  1 9 0 2  ( r u s s . ) .

3 6 .  H i s t o r y  o f  B u k h a r a .  N a r s c h a c h i .  T a s h k e n t  1 8 9 7  ( r u s s . ) .

3 7 .  G e n g h i z c a n .  P e t i t  d e  la  C r o i x .  L o n d o n  1 7 2 2 .

3 8 .  N a t u r e  o f  K h i v a  a n d  K i z i l  K u m .  N .  M . B o g d a n o f f .  T a s h k e n t  1 8 8 2  ( r u s s . ) .

3 9 .  B o k h a r a .  K h a n i k o f f .  L o n d o n  1 8 4 5 ,  t r a n s l .  f r o m  R u s s i a n  b y  C .  A .  d e  B o d e .

4 0 .  C e n t r a l a s i e n .  F .  v .  H e l l w a l d .  L e i p z i g  1 8 7 5 .

4 1 .  N a c h r i c h t e n  ü b e r  C h i v a ,  B o k h a r a ,  C h o k a n d  e tc .  G r .  v .  H e l m e r s e n .  S t .  P e t e r s ­

b u r g  1 8 3 9 .

4 2 .  G e s c h i c h t e  d .  M a h o m e d a n i s m u s  u .  s e i n e r  S e k t e n .  T a y l o r .  L e i p z i g  1 8 3 7 .

4 3 .  D i e  r u s s i s c h - a s i a t i s c h e n  G r e n z l a n d e .  W e n ju k o w .  L e i p z i g  1 8 7 4 ,  d e u t s c h  v .

K r a h m e r .

4 4 .  D i e  R u s s e n  i n  T u r k e s t a n .  W .  G e i g e r .  B r e s l a u .

4 5 .  G e n o m  K h o r a s s a n  o c h  T u r k e s t a n .  S v e n  H e d i n .  S t o c k h o l m  1 8 9 3 .

4 6 .  R e i s e  d .  R u s s .  G e s a n d t s c h a f t  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n  u .  B u c h a r a .  J a w o r s k y .  J e n a

1 8 8 5 .

4 7 .  C e n t r a l a s i e n  u .  d .  e n g l i s h - r u s s .  G r e n z f r a g e .  H .  V ä m b e r y .  L e i p z i g  1 8 7 3 .

4 8 .  D e r  r u s s .  F e l d z u g  n a c h  C h i w a .  H .  S t u m m .  B e r l i n  1 8 7 5 .

4 9 .  R e i s e  n a c h  B u c h a r a  u n d  S a m a r k a n d .  A .  L e h m a n n ,  1 8 4 1 — 4 2 ,  b e a r b e i t ,  v .  

H e l m e r s e n .  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  1 8 5 2 .

5 0 .  T h e  r o o f  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  T .  E .  G o r d o n .  E d i n b u r g h  1 8 7 6 .

5 1 .  S k i z z e n  a u s  M i t t e l a s i e n ,  n e b s t  E r g .  B d .  H .  V ä m b e r y .  L e i p z i g  1 8 6 8 .

5 2 .  T r a v e l s  i n t o  B o k h a r a  e t c .  A .  B u r n e s .  L o n d o n  1 8 3 4 .

5 3 .  D e s c r i p t i o n  d e s  h o r d e s  e t  d e s  s t e p p e s  d e s  K i r g h i z - K a z a k s  o u  K h i r g h iz - K a i 's -  

s a k s .  A .  L e v c h in e  p a r  E .  C h a r r i e r e .  P a r i s  1 8 4 0 .

5 4 .  N a r r a t i v e  o f  a  m is s i o n  t o  B o k h a r a  1 8 4 3 — 4 5 .  V o l .  I ,  II. J o s e p h  W o lf f .  L o n ­

d o n  1 8 4 5 .

5 5 .  K a s p i s c h e  S t u d i e n .  K .  E .  v .  B a e r .  B u l .  d .  l ’A c a d .  I m p .  d .  S c i e n c e  S t .  P e t e r s -  

b o u r g .

5 6 .  D i e  R u s s e n  i n  C e n t r a l a s i e n .  F .  v .  H e l l w a l d .  W i e n  1 8 6 9 .

5 7 .  D i e  R u s s e n  i n  C e n t r a l a s i e n .  F .  v .  H e l lw a ld .  A u g s b u r g  1 8 7 8 .

5 8 .  C e n t r a l - A s ia .  J .  H u t t o n .  L o n d o n  1 8 7 5 .

5 9 .  E i n  B l ic k  a u f  d i e  R e s u l t a t e  d e r  H i s s a r s c h e n  E x p d .  R u s s .  R e v u e  B d .  7 .  1 8 7 5 .  

H .  8 .  S t. P e t e r s b u r g  1 8 7 5 .  P .  L e r c h .

6 0 .  D u r c h  C e n t r a l a s i e n .  H e n r i  M o s e r .  L e i p z i g  1 8 8 8 .

6 1 .  I r r ig a t io n ,  n a tu r a l  a n d  a r t i f i c ia l  i n  S a m a r k a n d  a n d  B o k h a r a .  S c o t t ,  g e o g r .  M a g .  

V o l .  4 .  1 8 8 8 .  E d i n b u r g h  1 8 8 8 .  V .  D i n g e l s t e d t .

6 2 .  L ’i r r i g a t i o n  e n  A s i e  C e n t r a l e .  H e n r i  M o s e r .  P a r i s  1 8 9 4 .

6 3 .  P r o c e e d i n g s  R . g e o g r .  S o c .  L o n d o n  1 8 7 3 .

6 4 .  D i e  S u b t r o p e n z o n e .  W o e i k o f  ( Z e i t s c h r .  f .  M e t .  B d .  V I I  N r .  1 1 .  1 8 7 2 ) .

6 5 .  K a r a te g i n .  A u s l a n d .  1 8 7 8 .

6 6 .  K a r a t e g i n  u .  H i s s a r .  G l o b u s .  1 8 7 8 .

6 7 .  Z u r  K e n n t n i s s  d e r  B e v ö l k e r u n g  B u c h a r a s .  G l o b u s .  1 8 9 4 .

6 8 .  C e n t r a l a s i e n .  K a r a te g i n  e tc .  R e v .  G .  3 6 .  ( 1 8 9 5 ) .  F e l i x  d a  R o c c a .



6 9 .  K a r a t e g i n  a n d  D a r w a z .  P r o c e e d .  R .  g e o g r .  S o c .  L o n d o n  1 8 7 9  a n d  1 8 8 6 .

7 0 .  B a d a k s h a n  a n d  W a k h a n .  P r o c e e d .  R . g e o g r .  S o c .  L o n d o n  1 8 7 3 .

7 1 .  M o n o g r a p h y  o n  t h e  O x u s .  J o u r n .  R . g e o g r .  S o c .  L o n d o n  1 8 7 3 .

7 2 .  T u r k e s t a n .  K o s t e n k o .

7 3 .  E s s a y  o n  t h e  G e o g r .  o f  t h e  u p p e r  W a t e r s  o f  t h e  O x u s .  Y u le .

7 4 .  D a s  J a g h n a u  T h a i .  C a p u s .  P e t .  M i t t .  2 9 .  1 8 8 3 .

7 5 .  H i s t o r i c a l  s u r v e y  o f  T u r k e s t a n  e t c .  A .  J .  M a k s c h e j e w .  S t .  P e t e r s b o r g  1 8 9 6  

( r u s s . ) .

7 6 .  R e l i g i o s e ,  s o c i a l e  u n d  h ä u s l i c h e  V e r h ä l t n i s s e ,  d e s  O r i e n t s  u n t e r  d e m  E i n f l ü s s e  

d e s  I s l a m .  D r .  H e r m a n n  Z s c h o k k e .  W ie n  1 8 7 6 .

7 7 .  C h i n e s e  C e n t r a l  A s ia .  V o l .  I, I I .  H .  L a n s d e l l .  L o n d o n  1 8 9 3 .

7 8 .  D e r  I s l a m  im  n e u n z e h n t e n  J a h r h u n d e r t .  H .  Ѵ а т Ь ё г у .  L e i p z i g  1 8 7 5 .

7 9 .  D a s  T ü r k e n v o l k .  H .  V ä m b e r y .  L e i p z i g  1 8 8 5 .

8 0 .  Z u r  M e t e o r o l o g i e  v o n  W e s t - T u r k e s t a n .  H .  v .  F i s c h e r .  W i e n  1 9 0 8 .

8 1 .  L a  R u s s i e  e x t r a - e u r o p e e n n e  e t  p o l a i r e .  M . P .  d e  S e m e n o w .  P a r i s  1 9 0 0 .

8 2 .  T r a n c a s p i e n  u n d .  N o r d - C h o r a s s a n .  ( P e t .  M it .  E r g h f t .  1 8 9 9 ) .  G .  R a d d e .

8 3 .  L a  d i r e c t i o n  e t  l a  v i t e s s e  d u  v e n t  s u r  la  s u r f a c e  d e  l ’E m p i r e  R u s s e  (M e m .

A c .  S c .  S t .  P e t e r s b o u r g  8 .  S e r .  I I .  1 8 9 5 ) .  I .  A .  K e r s n o w s k i .

8 4 .  T u r k e s t a n ,  d i e  W i e g e  d e r  i n d o e v r o p ä i s c h e n  V ö l k e r .  F .  v .  S c h w a r t z .  F r e i b u r g .
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A b d u l  A s is  K h a n , m e d re s s e  of, 54 0 .
A b d u l  H a s a n  506.
A b d u l la h -K h a n  5 0 7 , 509 .
A b d u l  S u b h a n  12.
Ä b - i -D u b u rg ,  t r ib u ta r y  of G o rif , 4 4 . 
Ä b - i-G a rm , t r ib u ta r y  o f S u rk h a b -V a k h s ,  4 1 ,4 2 ,  
л 4 5 - 4 6 .

Ä b - i -K a b u d  o r  A b - i-k a b u d ,  t r ib u ta r y  o f  V a k h s , 
4 3 , 12 9 , 132.

Ä b - i-M a d e ra u n  r iv e r  2 9 , 9 1 .
Ä b - i -M a d e ra u n  v a lle y  92.
Ä b - i-M a z a r , u p p e r  c o u rse  of Y a s h g u la m , 32 . 
Ä b - i -P a n d s h ,  t r ib u ta r y  o f  Y a s h g u la m , 2 9 , 32 . 
Ä b - i -S h i r in ,  t r ib u ta r y  o f P a n d s h ,  35 . 
Ä b - i -V a n d s h  r iv e r  102.
Ä b - i -V a n d s h  v a lle y  100.
Ä b - i-V is k a rv , t r ib u ta ry  o f  P a n d s h ,  3 5 . 
Ä b - i -y a s m a n  v a lle y  129.
Ä b - i-Z a n k u  o r  A b - i-s a n k u , t r ib u ta r y  o f  K h in g a u ,  

3 5 , 4 3 , 12 9 , 135.
A b u s e  45 1 .
A c a c ia s  144.
A d a k ,  to w n  of, 198.
A d a m  37 6 .
A d a n e  38 0 .
A fg h a n s  3 7 , 301.
A fra s ia b  506 .
A g b a -k u l  p a s s  53.
A g la m  o r  A g le m  393.
A g r ic u l tu ra l  im p le m e n ts  494 .
A g r ic u l tu re  178, 4 8 6 — 498.
A g r ic u l tu re ,  m o d e rn , 489.
A i lä k  o r  Y a iläk , s u m m e r  c a m p , 4 , 19, 77 , 88. 
A iry a n a  v a e ja  142.
A iv ä n  37 6 .
A k -b a i- s ita rg y ,  p a s s  of, 35.
A k -d a g a n ,  c le f t  of, 68.
A k -d a ry a  r iv e r  145.
A k d a s h t  p la in  28.
A k -m e s h e d ,  v i l la g e  of, 54.
A k - ro v a t,  p a s s  of, 68.
A k  S e ra i ,  p a la c e  of, 568 .

A.

A k s u  r iv e r  13.
A k su , u p p e r  c o u rs e  o f  V a r ta n g ,  2 8 .
A k - ta u  48.
A la i r a n g e  3, 4 1 .
A la i s te p p e  138.
A la m  o r  A llam  2 0 1 , 4 0 1 .
A ia m a n , T u rk o m a n s  152.
A ld s h a d  389 .
A le x a n d e r  t h e  G r e a t  6 , 9 , 148, 50 7 .
A li ts h u r  r a n g e  21.
A lm a s d e h  367.
A lm o n d s  8 2 , 2 7 0 , 5 0 0 .
A lty n  M a z a r  136.
A m ila k  48 9 .
A m m o d e n d ro n  169.
A m u  D a ry a  48 7 .

B r id g e  a c ro ss , 148.
B r id g e  a c ro ss  c a n a l  f ro m , 191.
D u n e s  n e a r ,  156.
F ro m  th e  V a k h s  to  t h e  K e lif -d a ry a  6 2 — 64. 
F ro m  K elif  t o  i ts  l e a v in g  B o k h a ra n  t e r r i ­

to ry  1 4 6 — 159.
I s la n d s  in , 156, 177.
V o y a g e  o n , 173— 2 4 6 .

A m u jy  o r  A m u lje , t o w n  of, 146.
A m u s e m e n ts  a n d  G a m e s  4 3 3 — 4 4 0 .
A n im a ls  2 7 2 — 280.

A n te lo p e s  150, 279 .
A te u c h u s  169.
B a d g e r  27 6 .
B a ts  279.
B e a rs  122, 274 .
B e d - b u g s  337.
B e n g a l  t ig e r  23 2 .
B u tte r f lie s  279 .
C a m e ls  3 5 3 — 35 7 .

C o c k ro a c h e s  260.
C o w s  111.
C ro w s  120, 25 8 , 277 .
D o n k e y  3 6 1 — 36 2 .
D u c k s  278 .
D ro m e d a r ie s  3 5 3 — 3 5 7 .



F a lc o n s  105 , 12 0 , 131, 27 7 . 
F o x e s  27 6 .
F ro g s  27 9 .
G e e s e  2 7 8 .
G r a s s h o p p e r s  2 1 4 , 22 0 , 261 . 
H o rs e  3 5 7 — 361.
In s e c ts  3 6 .
J a c k a ls  2 2 3 , 27 6 .
J e r f a lc o n s  126.
K iy ik  122, 274 .
L iz a rd s  3 6 , 280 .
M a g p ie  2 5 8 , 27 7 .
M a rm o ts  120, 276 .
M a r te n s  277.
M o le -c r ic k e ts  2 6 0 . 
M o s q u ito e s  36 , 178 , 240 . 
M o u n ta in  p a n th e r  2 2 , 275 . 
N ig h t in g a le  278.
O t te r  27 7 .
O v is  K a re lin i  273 .
O v is  P o li  122 , 272 . 
P a r t r id g e  27 8 .
P h e a s a n ts  36 , 150.
P ig e o n s  120.
P o u l try  111.
R ed  s h a n k s  278.
R o lle r  2 5 8 , 2 7 7 . '
R oya l t i g e r  274 .
S c o rp io n s  2 4 , 3 6 , 131, 260 . 
S e rp e n ts  27 9 .
S i lk w o rm  4 9 9 .
S n a k e s  36.
S n ip e  27 8 .
S p id e rs  3 6 , 178 , 28 0 .
S te p p e  w o lf  275 .
S t il t  p lo v e r s  24 6 , 278 .
S to rk s  27 8 .
T a ra n tu la e  26 0 .
T ig e r  36.
T o r to is e s  36 , 280 .

B ä b ä - i- s h a u k  41 8 .
B a b a - ta g h  (o r - ta u )  5 9 — 60.
B a b a ta g h  m o u n ta in s  5 4 , 55.
B a c tria ,  A f g h a n  T u rk e s ta n ,  7 , 9 , 10, 146. 
B a d a k h s h a n  27.

M o u n ta in s  of, 9 , 10, 23 , 31.
B a d g e r  27 6 .
B a e r  154.
B ag , t r a v e l l in g ,  47 9 .
B a h a -E d d in  4 0 6 , 4 1 8 .

B a ig a  434 .
B a is su n - ta u  4 7 , 5 7 , 60.

R o u te s  a c ro ss , 6 7 — 6 8.
S p u rs  o f, 58 .

B a h a v a d in  2 3 6 .
B a k h tja  r a v in e  57 , 6 7 . .
B a k i M e h e m m e d  K h a n  509 .
B a la k h a n ä h  30 6 .

W e a s e ls  277 .
W ild  b o a r  36 , 150, 277 .
W ild  c a ts  277 .
Y ak -o x  36 3 .

A n im a ls , f ig h ts  b e tw e e n ,  435 .
A n s o p , k is h la k  of, 49 .
A n s o p  p a s s  4 6 , 49.
A n te lo p e s  150 , 279 .

A p o th e c a r ie s  44 1 .
A p o th e c a r ie s ,  n a tiv e , 44 9 .
A p p le s  2 2 , 8 2 , 129, 20 0 , 2 0 5 , 26 9 , 499 . 
A p r ic o ts  8 2 , 108, 129, 193, 20 0 , 26 9 , 308. 
A ra b s  11, 185 , 296.
A ra b  c o lo n y  145.
A ra b  c o n q u e ro rs  142.
A r a l-p a ig a m b a r ,  i s la n d  of, 6 3 .
A rb a k u l  p a s s  49.
A rb o b  49 2 .
A rd v isu ra , s e e  A m u  D a ry a , 7.
A r ik -A k s a k a l  49 0 , 492 .
A rk  3 3 7 , 51 3 , 538.
A rm e n ia n s  301.
A rn a v a d i,  p a s s  of, 35.
A ro n  b e n  G h a s o f  311 .
A rs e n a l  of d if f e re n t  o b je c ts  47 6 .
A rs la n  K h a n  506.
A rs la n - ta u  m o u n ta in s  3.
A rt ic le s  of fo o d  4 5 2 — 46 6 .
A ry a n s  36 5 .
A s h  269 .
A s h ta rk h a n id e s  509 .
A sp  269.
A t-T a m a s h a  434 .

A u lia  P a s h a  Ism a iI- i-S ä m ä n 6  412.
A u tu m n  2 6 3 — 265.
A v e s ta  7 , 142 , 362.
A v e s ta  s u p e rs t i t io n  137.
A x  (a i-b a lta )  494 .
A y iv a n d s h , ru in s  of, 63.
A y u p  P a ig a m b a r  41 3 .

в.

B a ld s h u a n  m o u n ta in s  3 8 .
B a ld s h u a n ,  to w n  of, 3 7 , 38.

B a lk h  o r  B a lik h , to w n  of, 5 9 , 36 6 , 44 3 , 509. 
B a lk h a n , G r e a t  a n d  L itt le ,  156.
B a ly k -k u l ,  la k e  of, 17.
B a m ia n  10.
B a rb e rry  22.
B a r b e rs  448 .
B a rg in - i- f ira k h , la k e  of, 50 6 .
B a rk h a n s  5 8 , 161, 162.
B a r  K h o ro k  26.
B a r le y  82, 144, 495 .
B a ts  279.
B a ts h a s  436.
B a z a rs  338 , 5 1 8 — 533.

B u tc h e rs  53 1 .
G a lo c h e s  522.
G o ld -  a n d  s ilv e r-b ro c a d e  52 2 .



K i tc h e n s  5 2 3 .
K n iv e s  5 2 0 .
L a n te r n s  5 2 6 .

M e n ’s  d r e s s e s  52 1 .
M u s lin  5 2 3 .
P o t t e r s  53 0 .
S i lk  5 2 3 .
S m ith s  5 2 4 .
T u r n e r s  52 5 .

B e a r s  1 2 2 , 27 4 .
B e a r - l e a d e r s  4 3 4 .
B e a s ts  o f  b u r d e n  3 5 2 — 364. 
B e d a n n a h  27 9 .
B e d - b u g s  337.
B e g g a r s  4 4 1 , 45 0 .
B e g ,  g o v e rn o r ,  7.
B e g s ,  d i s t r ic t s  of, 57 6 .
B e ik u n d ,  to w n  of, 5 0 6 , 50 8 .
B e l ts  4 7 4 .

B e l ts ,  w o v e n  s ilk , 473 .
B e n g a l  t ig e r  232.
B ia n o  146.
B ib i-k a lfa s  38 8 .
B irc h  8 8 , 269 .
B ir in d s h  46 0 .
B is ä th e - k o b b ä  4 8 2 .
B i ts h a n ,  m o u n ta in  b ro o k  of, 4 8 . 
B la c k c u r r a n t  2 2 , 26 9 .
B o d y -g u a rd ,  C irca s s ia n , 579 . 
B o k h a ra - i-S h e r if ,  to w n  of, 162, 502 . 

A g e  of, 50 8 .
A re a  o f, 510 .

B a z a rs  of, 518— 533.
C a n a ls  of, 5 1 4 — 516.
E n tr a n c e  g a te  of, 50 5 .
G a te s  of, 514 .

C a b b a g e  129.
C a f ta n  4 6 7 .

C a f ta n s , s to r e  of, 47 0 .
C a la n d a r s  20 6 , 3 9 6 — 39 7 , 544 .
C a m e ls  3 5 3 — 357.

C a m e ls  a n d  d o n k e y s , e q u ip m e n t  o f , 52 2 . 
C a m e lth o rn  161 , 185.
C a n a lis a tio n  490 .
C a n d le s t ic k s  374 .
C a n o e s  156.
C a p  468 .
C a r p e ts  204 .
C a rp e ts ,  f ro m  T u rk e s ta n , 86. 
C a rp e t-d e a le r s  206 , 532.
C a ta ra c ts  112.

C a u c a s -i-M e rc u r  542.
C e l tis  270 .
C h a id ju s h  465 .
C h a i -k h a n e h  336.
C h a k m a k -m il ty k  478 .
C h a lv a r  472 .
C h a p a n  471 .

N a m e  of, 50 6 .
O r d e r  a t ,  56 1 .
P o n d s  of, 5 3 4 — 54 4 .

P u b l ic  b a th s  a t ,  56 0 .
R o ad  f ro m  th e  s ta t io n  to , 50 4 .
S t re e ts  of, 5 1 6 — 5 1 8 .

B o k h a ra n  g u a rd  50 3 .

B o k h a ra n  H is s a r  M o u n ta in s  5 , 4 6 — 68. 
B o k h a ra n  l e g e n d  33 9 .

B o k h a ra n  P a m ir  M o u n ta in s  6 — 4 6 . 
B o k h a ra n  s o ld ie rs  116.
B o n e  p e g s  44 0 .
B o o ts  47 2 .
B o ra k  K h a n  509.
B o s s a g y , to w n  of, 3.
B o w  105, 47 8 .
B o x -k a b rs  42 4 .
B re a d  33 2 , 45 8 .
B re a s t-p la te  477 .
B r id g e s  137, 34 8 .
B ro n c h o c e le  44 6 .
B u c k le s  474 .

B u d d h is m  11, 36 6 , 5 0 6 .
B u ffo o n  43 3 .
B u i ld in g  m a te r ia l  307 .
B u lu n k u l,  la k e  of, 8.
B u n a i,  p a s s  of, 35.
B u rd s h e s  512.
B u rn e s , A le x a n d e r , 12.
B u s te rre ,  p a s s  of, 18.
B u s g a l la -k h a n a h , c le f t  o f, 68.
B u tte r  452.

B u tte r f lie s  279 .
B u tto n s  467 .
B y ts h a k  477.

c.

C h a p u r  506.

C h ä rb ä g h ,  g a r d e n  of, 55 4 , 559 .
C h a r ju i,  to w n  of, 152, 5 7 0 .
C h a r ju i ,  o ld , 176.
C h a s b a n d  480 .
C h a s h l ik  463 .
C h a u d ir  404 .
C h e e k s , p a in t in g  of, 4 8 2 .
C h e e s e  452.
C h e lp a k  476.
C h e r r ie s  499 .

C h e w in g  to b ac c o  46 6 .
C h ig irm a n  458 .

C h i ld a r r a  (T s h ild a rra ) ,  k i s h la k  of, 4 0 , 122 123 
124.

C h im b a i  v a l le y  39.
C h im n e y s  330 .
C h in a  10.

C h in e g o b  529 .

C h in e s e  b r id g e ,  r e m a in s  of, 43.
C h ir ä k  373 .

C h ir ä k k h a n ä h  414.



C h ir a k ts h i  (T s h ira k ts h i) ,  o a s is  o f , 66 .
T o w n  of, 5 7 2 . '

C h o le ra  4 4 5 .
C h r is t ia n i ty  36 6 .
C in n a m o n  45 2 .
C la v ig o  56 8 .
C la y -w a lls  318 .
C le m a tis  16, 22.
C lim a te  2 4 7 — 267.
C lo d -c lu b  49 4 .
C o c k ro a c h e s  260 .
C o lu m n , K h iv in ia n ,  322.
C o lu m n , T u r k e s ta n ,  322 . 
C o m m u n ic a tio n  3 4 0 — 364.

D a m m in g  u p  490.
D a n a - s h e h r  187.
D ä n iä r  K h a n  42 2 .
D a ra u t  K u r g a n ,  fo r tre s s  of, 41.
D a rb a n d a k ,  k is h la k  of, 36.
D a rg a m  c a n a l  144.
D a rg h a n  241 .

D a r ra  K u r g a v a t,  t r ib u ta ry  o f  P a n d s h ,  35. 
D a r ra -a la u , s o u rc e  o f  V a n d s h ,  33.
D a r ra  T s h ik a rv ,  t r ib u ta r y  of P a n d s h ,  3 5 . 
D a r s ta r k h a n  45 6 .
D a r s ta rk h a n d ji  45 6 .
D a rv a s  11.

G la c ie r  of, 107.
M o u n ta in s  of, 6, 3 3 , 34 , 37 , 3 8 — 4 0 , 104. 

D a tja ,  n a m e  o f  S e r a f s h a n  in  A v e s ta , 142. 
D a y a  K a t in  K a la  3.
D e h ik a la n ,  k i s h la k  of, 48.
D e n a u ,  D e h -n a u  o r  D e h i-n a u ,  to w n  of, 5 6 , 57, 

152, 571 .
D e n g is ,  s a l t - la k e  of, 141, 146.
D e n t is t ry  4 4 9 .
D e n t is t s  4 4 1 .
D e rb e n t ,  k i s h la k  of, 61, 68, 76.
D e rb e n d  o r  D a rb a n d ,  to w e r  of, 14.
D e rv is h e s  2 0 6 , 3 9 7 — 39 8 , 544 .
D e s e r t  B o k h a ra  5 .

D e s c r ip t io n  of, 1 6 0 — 170.
F o rm a t io n s  o f  b a rk h a n s  in , 1 6 6 — 168. 
S a n d s to r m s  in , 1 6 4 — 166.
V o y a g e  o n  t h e  A m u  D a ry a  th ro u g h ,  1 7 3 —  

276.
D e v  o r  d iv , d j in ,  a d j in ,  a d j in ä h  (ad jin a )  3 6 7 ,4 5 0 . 
D e v a  430.
D e v a n n a h s  3 9 8 — 399.
D e v le s  p a s s  28.
D ih v ä r  286 .

C o n fe c tio n e ry  453.
C o n g lo m e ra te  173.
C o n o lly  337.
C o n v e y a n c e , m e a n s  of, 3 5 0 — 352. 
C o p p e r -s m ith s  206.
C o ra ls  (m a rd y an )  48 2 , 530 .
C o s s a c k s  24 2 .
C o tto n  8 2 , 108, 129 , 144, 20 4 , 217 , 496. 
C o w s  111.
C r ip p le s , c o n g e n ita l ,  447 .
C ro p p e r  446 .
C ro w s  120, 25 8 , 277.
C u r r a n t  22.
C u s to m s ’ so ld ie rs ,  R u ss ian , 105.

D ik e s  491 .
D ik h a n  286 .

D ip h te r ia  446 .
D is e a s e s  4 4 1 — 451.
D is p e n sa ry  44 2 .
D iv  367 , 368 , 450 .
D iv a m b e g i  539 .
D iv a n - i-A m ir-i-N a iv a li  389 .
D iv in e  S e rv ic e  3 8 3 — 385.
D jä n  M irza  D iv a m b e g i  11, 540 .
D j ig d a  27 0 .
D j ih u n  146.
D jim a n ia s  D e w ä n  244.
D jin  36 7 , 3 6 8 , 450.
D j in -d a ry a , r iv e r  of, 50.
D o n  o r to n  467.
D o n k e y  3 6 1 — 362.
D o p p 6  203, 44 9 , 47 5 .
D o r re  441 .
D o z b i  389.
D re s s  4 6 7 — 48 5 .

C h i ld r e n ’s , 484.
W o m e n ’s, 479 .

D r in k in g  w a te r  332 .
D ro m e d a r ie s  3 5 3 — 357.
D ru m d a r r a  r iv e r  17.
D ru m k u l  o r  T ru m k u l, la k e  of, 15, 17. 
D s h e m s h id  117.
D u c k s  278.
D u k h a n  306.
D u n e s  156.
D u n g h i l ls  320 .
D u r r a  14 4 , 2 1 7 , 22 9 , 49 5 .
D u s h a m b e ,  to w n  of, 45 , 53.
D u z a k h d a r ra ,  t r ib u ta ry  o f  T o k u s -b u la k , 19, 21. 
D y a m , k is h la k  of, 46, 51 .
D y u m b ä n  o r D y u m b a n  492 .

E.

E a g le s  17, 27 7 .
E a r th -q u a k e s  3 3 , 5 0 , 106, 135. 
E b u lfe iz  K h a n  509.
E b u lk h a ir  K h a n  509.

E c c le s ia s tic s  3 9 0 — 40 0 . 
E lb u rs  m o u n ta in s  7, 142. 
E ld jik  148, 180, 181. 
E lm s  144.



K m c ra ld s  5 3 0 .
F .m ir 5 7 4 .

A rm y  o f  th e ,  58 2 . 
T i t le s  of th e ,  580 . 

F .m ir M ä su m  50 9 .

F a is a b a d .  to w n  of, 4 2 , 4 5 , 53.
F a la n g e s  26 0 .

F a lc o n s  105 , 120, 131, 277 .
F a n s  33 4 .

F a ra b  o a s is  152.
F a ra n d j*  20 3 .
F a rm s  30 7 .
F a rze a 'in  3 8 9 .

F e d s h e n k o  (F e ts h e n k o )  g la c ie r  39, 136 
F e r ra k h ,  to w n  o i, 10.
F e v e r  2 6 4 , 44 6 .

G a lle r ie s  129.
G a lo c h e s  47 2 .

G a lo c h e s ,  l e a th e r ,  468 .
G a l ts h a s  6, 22.

G a m e , fa v o u r i te ,  440.
G a r d e n in g  4 8 6 , 498 .
G a rd e n s  3 1 6 , 334 .
G a rm , to w n  of, 126, 128.

C a s t le  a t, 127. 

G a rm -c h a s m a -d a ry a  270.
G a rm e n t ,  w in te r  *476.
G a rm sa l 255 .
G a r n e ts  530 .

G a s im a i le k  m o u n ta in s  43 , 54, 5 5 . 
G a s k u l ,  la k e  of, 8.
G a te s  318 .
G a th a s  362.
G e b e r  366.
G e e s e  278.
G e n ii  428 .

G ia u r  K a la , ru in s  of, 222 , 239. 
G ih o n  146.
G ilam  532.
G ip s ie s  3 0 0 -  -301.
G ir is k h , to w n  of, 10.
G lc n i-K u sh  p a ss  45.
Go<*s, B e n e d ic t ,  12.
G o ld -b ro c a d e  480.
G o ld s m ith s  206.

H a d sh i 399 .

F iair, s m e a r in g  of, w ith  o il, 482  
H a ir -p in s  482.

H ä :t, v i l la g e  of, 132, 134.
H a la l 457 .

F.in ir N a s ru lla h  51 0 . 

E r a to s th e n e s  9. 
c s h -S h ir a t  404 .
E y e , d is e a s e s  o i th e ,  44 4 . 

E y e b ro w s , b la c k e n in g  o i,  482 .

F.

F id d le rs  133.
F ig s  82, 499.
F is h e rm e n  І86 .
F i tu ra k  p a ss  46.
F lo w e r  c u itu rc  501.
F o rc e -m e a t  b a lls  461.

F o rk , tw o -p ro n g e d  w o o d e n ,  194 
F o rs y th , D o u g la s , 12.
F o x e s  276.
F ro g s  279.

F u r -c a f ta n s  476.

G.

G o o s e b e r ry  269.

G orif, u p p e r  c o u rs e  of S o rb u k ii  4 4  
G o u t 44Г.

G o v e rn m e n t  57 4 .

G ra in , a l te rn a t io n  o i v a r io u s  s p e c ie s  o i 49- 
G ra p e s  20 0 , 20 5 , 500.

G ra s s h o p p e rs  214, 2 2 0 , 261 .

G u in e a -p c p p c r ,  45 2 , 501 .
G u lb a s  m o u n ta in  4 4 , 48. 

G u l- i-S u rk h - j-B a h a -E d d in  420.
G u ltsh a  458.

G tim b a s  41 1 . 426.
G u n d  r iv e r  25.

D e s c r ip tio n  of, ; 8 -  19.
Fali of, 19.

T r ib u ta r ie s  of, 19, 21.
S h a k h d a rra ,  ju n c t io n  w ith ,  23.

G u n d  v a lle v  

P o p u la tio n  of, 20 , 22.
E a r th q u a k e s  in , 26.
V e g e ta t io n  in , 22.
S n o w  m , 26.

G u r  406.

G u r is ta n  or G u r is ta n  406.

G u s a r  o r  H u sa r, to w n  of, 10, 572 .

( l 'i s,? r ‘ä r- 'a ' o i  K a s ! :k a  D a ry a , 4!
b0, 66.

G u s k o m , p a ss  of, 33.
G y p s e o u s  c ry s ta ls  169.

H.

H a l im c d e n d m n  150.
H a lo v a -i- tc ri  463.
H a m ra k u l 82, 86.
H a n -D y n a s ty  508.

H a n a k a , p a r t  o f  H is s a r ,  49.



H a n k i , to w n  of, 241 .
Н ага  B e r e z a i ti ,  m o u n ta in  of, 7.
H a ra m  2 7 9 , 3 9 2 , 45 7 .
H a rb o b  49 2 .
H a re m s  3 0 3 , 326 , 3 3 0 — 331.
H a tra  43 2 .
H a v s - i-N a u , p o n d  of, 552 .
H a z a ra s p , to w n  o f, 243 .
H a z re ti  Im la  41 7 .
H a z re ti - I s h a n  Im le , c e m e te ry  of th e  E m irs , 554 . 
H a z re ti -M ir-A ra b  41 6 .
H a z re ti  P a lw ä n  o r P a lv ä n  211.
H a z re ti  P a lw ä n -A ta  193.
H a z re ti  S h a h - i-K a b ir  235 .
H a z re ti  S u l ta n ,  m o u n ta in  k n o t  of, 4 6 , 47. 
H e a d  d r e s s ,  w o m e n ’s ,  in  t h e  P a m ir  v a lle y s  

48 1 .
H e m p  129, 2 1 7 , 49 6 .

H e n n a  84.
H e ra t,  to w n  of, 10.
H e ro d o tu s  9.
H iu n g n u  9.

Ib n  B a tu  59.

Ice 464.
H e k -K a firn ih an , t e r r i to ry  b e tw e e n ,  55 . 
I l t i- k h a n e h ,  p a la c e  of, 5 0 3 , 50 5 .
Im am  391.
Im ä m -F a k ir  G h ä s e  23 7 .
Im a n k u li K h a n  50 9 .
Im än  p ä n d s h -w a k t  393 .
I n h a b i ta n ts  2 8 1 — 302.

J a ck a ls  22 3 , 27 6 .
J a c k e t  480 .
J e n g h is  K h a n  12, 6 2 , 22 9 , 3 6 9 , 50 9 , 544. 
J e n g h is id e s  50 9 .
J e r f a k o n s  126.
J e s u s -d e rv is h e s  39 8 .

K a b a d ian  4 3 .
K ab r o r  S a r -k h a n a h  405 .

C o n n e c t io n  of r e c ta n g u la r  a n d  p o in te d ,  42 4 . 
P e c u lia r  fo rm s  of, 42 6 .
P o in te d ,  4 0 7 .
R e c ta n g u la r  o r  c u b ic a l,  418 .

K a d a m g ä  182, 430 .
K a d irsh a h  o r  K a rd ir s h a h  r iv e r  57.
K a d u h  233 .
K afir-K a la , fo r t re s s  of, 22 3 .
K a f im ih an  

V a lle y  5 4 — 55.
R iv e r  4 8 , 5 2 — 55.
T o w n  4 5 , 53 .

K a fu rv a tsh  o r  K a fu rw a ts h  (K a f irv ad sh )

P a s s  of, 29.

H in d o o s  3 7 , 2 9 6 - 9 7 .
H ip p o p h a S  8 8 , 150 , 18 5 , 269 .
H is s a r  4.

C h a in  of, 4 7 — 50; 144.
C re s t  of, 48 .
M o u n ta in s  of, 3, 13, 4 6 — 68.
O a s is  of, f e v e r  in , 5 4 .
T o w n  of, 5 2 , 572 .

H iu n g n u  9.
H o n e y s u c k le  88, 269.
H o o k a h  455.

H o o k s  46 7 .
H o rs e  3 5 7 — 361.
H o r s e - t r a p p in g s  52 9 .
H o u s e s  3 0 3 — 339.

D e c o ra tio n  of, 323.
S iz e  of, 31 4 .

H u a id a  K is s e h - i -d iv a n e h - i -m e s h re t  389 . 
H u ts  of tw ig s  258.
H u y ru s  386.
H y rk a n a  S e a  146.

I.

In se c ts  36.
I r r ig a t io n  4 8 8 , 490 .

Isa k  b e n  G h a so f  311 .
Isc h ia s  44 7 .
Ish a n -k u l,  B e g , 79.
I sh a n s  394.
I s k a n d d r -d a ry a , r iv e r  of, 4 7 . 
Isk a n d ä r -K u l  49.
I sm a il S a m a n id e  369.

j .

J e w s  2 9 7 — 300.
J im a  117.
J o b ,  P ro p h e t ,  443 . 
J u g g le r s  434 .
J u n ip e r  22 , 88, 102, 269.

T r ib u ta ry  of Y a sh g u lam , 32.
K a ik  181.
K a in a r-b u la k ,  k is h la k  of, 65.
K a la i  b a r  P a n d s h  27, 31.

C a s t le  a t,  74.
K a la i  K h u m b  

T o w n  of, 34, 113, 114 , 117.
G a r d e n s  a t,  117.

K a la i  V a m a r , to w n  of, 12, 2 8 , 31 , 84. 
K a la i V a n d s h ,  f o r t re s s  of, 3 3 , 34.

T o w n  of, 103 , 104.
K a la p u s h  468.
K a lm u k s  198, 23 6 .
K a lta -k u l  r iv e r  48.
K a lta - ta u , s p u rs  of S a m a rk a n d - ta u ,  48 . 
K a m a ra n -s u , t r ib u ta ry  of S o rb u k h ,  4 4 .



K a m a rb a n d  4 7 3 .
K a m ts h i r a k  p a s s  125.

K a m is h - to g a i s  243 .
K a n d a h a r ,  to w n  of, 10.
K a p la n ,  p a la c e  of, 5 5 4 , 556 .

K a ra  c h a i  4 6 4 .
K a ra * d a ry a  r iv e r  145.
K a r a k a lp a k s  15 2 , 2 3 0 , 2 4 2 , 2 9 5 — 2 9 6 , 4 2 8 . 
K a r a k i r g h iz  12 8 , 134.

K a ra k u l  
L a k e  o f, 7 , 8.
O a s is  o f , 146.
T o w n  of, 57 2 .

K a ra  K u m , d e s e r t  o f, 3 , 161.
K a ra -k u s h  r iv e r  58.
K a r a k u s h -k h a n ä h  132.
K a ra m a n ,  m a rk e t-p la c e  of, 218 .
K a r a m u k  2 .
K a r a n g a  K u l, s a lt - la k e  of, 146.
K a ra -o i 2 2 6 , 32 2 .
K a ra s h m is h a h  22 7 , 2 2 9 , 23 6 .
K a r a ta g h  m o u n ta in s  4 7 .

T o w n  of, 4 9 , 572 .
K a r a te g in  11, 4 0 , 128, 129, 486. 
K a r a te g in ia n s  125.
K a ra ts h a  48.
K a ra u l- ta u ,  h i ll s  of, 162.
K a rb u s  4 9 7 .
K a rd  5 2 0 .
K a rg o s h y  P a m ir  m o u n ta in s  8.
K a r i,  p a la c e  of, 5 5 4 , 559 .
K a rn a p  c h u l  160.
K a rs h i

- B o k h a ra ,  r o u te  of, 564.
-K e rk i,  r o u te  of, 566 .
O a s is  of, 67.
T o w n  of, 10, 49 7 , 56 2 .

K a s a k s  18 7 , 23 3 , 239 .
K a s a k ta u  m o u n ta in s  3.
K a s h k a  D a ry a  

R iv e r, 6 4 — 67.

S o u rc e s  of, 65.
K a s i  o r  K ä s i 39 3 .
K a s i -k a la n  39 1 .
K a s k a -su , r iv e r  of, 139.
K a s y a l A y a k , p a s s  of, 33.
K a t ta  K a ra m u k  

M o u n ta in  k n o t  of, 41.
R iv e r  of, 138.

K a t ta  K u rg a n ,  to w n  of, 3 , 143. 
K a tta -u ru n -d a r y a ,  s o u rc e  o f  G u s a r -D a ry a , 6 6 , 67. 
K a iin  o r  k a u n  233.
K a u rd a k  463 .

K a u s g a  p a s s  44.
K a u s h  4 6 8 .
K a v a k ly , o a s is  of, 183.
K e b a b  46 3 .
K e lif  

F e r ry  of, 64.
R e m a in s  o f  b r id g e  n e a r,  148.
T o w n  of, 6 1 , 62, 572 .

K e lif -d a ry a  r iv e r  6 1 — 6 2.

K e n d i r  49 6 .
K e rk i,  o a s is  o f, 3 , 15 9 , 5 6 7 .
К е г т іп ё і і

A l t i tu d e  of, 143.
O a s is  of, 145.
T o w n  of, 143, 57 1 .

K h a n  of K h iv a  199.
K h a n a b a d ,  k is h la k  of, 3 7 .

K h a n a k a  392.
K h a n a k e -d a ry a ,  t r ib u ta r y  of K a f irn ih a n ,  53. 

K h a r i- s h u tu r  5 0 0 .
K h e ra d s h i  489 .
K h in g a u  

M o u n ta in s  of, 39 .
T r ib u ta ry  o f S u r k h a b ,  3 3 , 3 7 , 4 1 , 120. 

K h iv a
C o in a g e  s y s te m  of, 20 4 .
C u l t iv a te d  p la n ts  in ,  21 7 .
D iv a m b e g i  of, 195 , 198 .
D iv a m b e g i  P a lw ä n  M u ra d  o f, 21 7 . 
M e d re s s e s  in , 2 0 8 , 21 0 .
M o s q u e s  in , 20 8 .
Ju d ic ia l  p r o c e e d in g  in , 22 5 .
O ffic ia l in , 194.
P a la c e s  in , 21 3 .
R in g s  in  t h e  n o s e  in ,  22 5 .

K h o d s h a  H a f is  38 9 .
K h o d s h a -k a in a r ,  r a n g e  o f, 61 .
K h o d s h a  K h u b e d u n ,  p a s s  of, 4 0 . 
K h o d s h a -m a s ta m  m o u n ta in s  4 2 , 43 , 5 5 . 
K h o d s h a  N a z a r , p a s s  o f , 19.
K h o d s h a  T y s h a b e  41 7 .
K h o d s h a  Y an d y , b u r ia l  g r o u n d  o f, 55 2 . 
K h o d s h e ly ,  to w n  of, 2 2 3 , 22 6 .
K h o ro k  

V il la g e  of, 13, 2 3 , 7 0 .
W o m e n  fro m , 71.

K h o tl ,  re a lm  of, 42.
K h o v a lin g  
. T o w n  of, 3 7 .

U p p e r  c o u rs e  o f  K i t s h ik  S u rk h a b ,  38. 
K h u d a y a r  K h a n  4 1 , 139 , 5 1 0 .
K h u m b a i  r iv e r  118.
K ib i tk e  226.
K ib lä h  37 3 .
K i l id s h  o r  k y ly d s h  47 8 .
K ip t ja k  o r K ip tsh a k , to w n  o f, 22 2 .
K irg h iz  2 0 , 3 7 , 4 0 , 4 5 , 11 5 , 135 , 136, 137, 

150, 187, 2 4 2 , 2 9 3 — 9 5 , 3 9 0 , 4 7 6 , 50 9 . 
K ir r -a d s h -K ir r  179.
K irr- ta u , p a r t  o f  S a m a rk a n d - ta u ,  4 8 , 5 1 . 
K is h la k  o r  K is h la k , v i l la g e ,  4.
K ish t-K a la , fo r tre s s  of, 183.
K ita b , to w n  of, 6 5 , 56 9 .
K ita b -F a z u li  389 .
K i tc h e n  3 3 1 , 333 .
K i ts h ik  A la i m o u n ta in s  4 3 .
K i ts h ik  K a ra m u k  

A u l of, 137.
M o u n ta in  k n o t  o f , 41 .



K its h ik -S u rk h a b ,  r iv e r  of, 38 . 
K i ts h ik -u ru n -d a ry a ,  s o u rc e  o f G u s a r  D a ry a  

66, 67.
K iv e k a e s  I.
K iy ik  12 2 , 274 .

K iz il  K u m , d e s e r t  of, 3 , 5 7 , 161.
K iz il-su , T u rk is h  fo r  S u rk h a b ,

R iv e r  of, 3 7 , 4 1 , 126, 135.
K o b b ä  3 7 5 , 402 .
K o h ik , P e r s ia n  fo r  S e ra f s h a n ,  142. 
K o ik u ib e l  r iv e r ,  t r ib u ta r y  of V a r ta n g ,  28. 
K o i t je s e k ,  p a s s  of, 19.
K o k a it ,  fo r t re s s  of, 59.
K o k b a i,  s o u rc e  o f S h a k h d a rr a ,  14. 
K o k b a i-k u l ,  la k e  of, 17.
K o k su , r iv e r  of, 135.
K o n a  U r g e n d ts h ,  to w n  of, 228 .
K o sro ö s  5 0 6 .
K s h i r r  p a s s  49 .
K s h u t ,  t r ib u ta r y  o f  S e ra fs h a n , 4 7 , 48. 
K u h - i-K a la n  o r  K u h -i-K a lä n  107.

L a b ih a v s - i-D iv a m b e g i  44 8 , 5 4 1 , 542 . 
L ä isu , s o u rc e  of Ä b -i-Z a n k u , 135. 
L a g a r i-m u rd a ,  p a s s  of, 67.
L a k a y  o r  L a k h e  301 .

L a n g a rk is h ,  v i lla g e  of, 2 , 13, 20. 
L a n g u a g e  2 8 1 — 302.
L a n te rn s  52 6 .
L a p is  la z u l i  47 4 , 53 0 .
L a p s h a  44 6 .
L e p ro sy  44 5 .

G la c ie r  of, 107.
M o u n ta in  of, 76.

K u h - i-s u rk h  48.
K u lab , to w n  of, 3 6 , 37. 

K u la b -d a ry a , s a m e  a s  A k s u , 38. 
K u l M ä h i, la k e  of, 67 . 

K u m -B a lk h i,  d e s e r t  o f , 63.
K u m y s h  2 2 7 , 452.

K u n d u s -d a ry a  r iv e r  5.
K u n g u r - ta u  h i lls ,  5 2 , - 
K u rb a n  N ä m a s  384.

K u rg a n , fo r tre s s  of, 139. 
K u rg a n - tu b e ,  to w n  of, 4 2 , 4 3 . 
K u rg a v a t,  k i s h la k  of, 109 , 110. 
K u s  146.
K u te 'ib e -b in -M u slim  36 6 , 5 0 6 , 508 . 
K u y u - ish ra b , fe rry  of, 64.
K y z -k a v u  440 .
K ö k  ch a i 46 4 .
K ö k  T a sh  144.

L.

L ip sk y , R u ss ian  e x p lo re r,  41 .
L iq u id  d is h e s  45 4 .
L iq u o r, in to x ic a t in g ,  4 6 5 .
L issa n -u t- te 'ir  389 .
L iz a rd s  36, 187, 280 .
L o c a lit ie s ,  c u lt iv a te d ,  in  t h e  m o u n ta in s , 48 7 . 
L o e ss  145, 170— 173.
L u c e rn e , o r  lu z e rn a ,  8 2 , 129, 144 , 21 7 , 49 5 .' 
L u n g i  473 .

L y n x  276 .

м.

M a d e ra u n , k is h la k  of, 32, 94.
M a d ra s s a  37 8 .
M a g h ia n ,  t r ib u ta r y  o f S erafshan*  4 7 , 4 8 . 
M a g p ie  2 5 8 , 277 .
M ä h i 45 7 .
M a h re m  4 9 2 .
M ail, s h ir t  of, 47 7 .
M a jo l ic a  382 .
M a k h ra m  4 9 1 .
M a k ru h  3 9 2 , 45 7 .
M a k -s u re -k h a n  385.
M a m la k a t  48 9 .
M a n g it ,  h o u s e  of, 50 9 .
M a n tu y  46 2 .
M a p le  2 6 9 , 270 .
M a ra c a n d a ,  to w n  of, 142.
M a rc o  P o lo , V e n e t ia n  e x p lo re r ,  12, 50 9 . 
M a rd y a n , c o ra l ,  9.
M a rd y a n a i,  p a s s  of, 29.
M a rd y v a lia t  492 .
M a rg ia n a  9.
M a rm o ts  120, 276 .
M a rte n s  277.

M a s h it  124, 2 0 1 , 378. 
M a sh it- i -G a u k sh a n  552.
M a sh i t- i -K a lä n  20 8 , 4 1 6 , 5 4 2 , 54 4 . 
M a sh i t- i -K a la n , fo n t  a t, 54 6 . 
M a sh i t- i -K h o d s h a  552. 
M a sh i t- i -L a b ih a v s - i-M ir-D o s tu m  551. 
M a sla k -a l-M u ta k in  389 .
M a s  p a s s  16.
M a ts h a  d is t r ic t  143.
M a ts h a  m o u n ta in s  46.
M a tc h lo c k s  477 .
M a v a ra ln a h r  148.
M a z a r  430.
M a za r - i- s h e r if  59.

M e a s le s  445.
M e a t  452 .
M e d ic in e -m e n  44 1 .
M e d ic in e -v e n d o rs , n a tiv e ,  44 9 . 
M e d re s s e s  3 8 5 — 387. 
M e d re s s e - i-A b d u lla h  K h a n  551. 
M e d re s s e - i-J u ib a r  552 . 
M e d re s s e - i-L a b ih a v s - i-D iv a m b e g i  541. 
M e d re s s e  K ö k e l-T as h  552 .



M e d re s s e  M a d e r - i-A h d u l la h  K h a n  5 5 1 . 
M e d re s s e - i - M u l la h  N a s r  5 5 2 . 
M e d re s s e - i -N a k ib  5 5 2 .
M e d re s s e - i -T o p s h i  B a s h i  5 5 2 .
M e d re s s e  T a t ju -A j im  55 2 . 
M e h e m ä n -K h a n ä h  28 8 .
M e h ra b  3 7 3 .
M e k ru h  2 7 9 .
M e k ta b  3 7 8 , 3 8 7 — 39 0 .
M e lo n s  1 2 9 , 1 4 4 , 20 5 , 21 7 , 4 9 7 . 
M e s h i t - i -B a la - i-H a v s  54 0 .

M e te b ly ,  to w n  o f, 3 .
M ia n e  3 8 6 .
M ia n -k a l  o r  M ia n -k u l,  o a s is  of, 145 . 
M id d e n d o r f  172.
M ilk  (o r  m u lk )  48 9 .
M ilk  b o y s ,  53 3 .
M ilk - k h e r a d s h  48 9 .

M ilk -u r  4 8 9 .
M ill 10 9 , 4 5 8 .
M il le t  8 2 , 129 , 49 6 .
M il ty k  4 7 7 .
M ir  69 .
M ir -ä b  4 9 1 .
M ir  A ra b ,  m e d r e s s e  of, 54 2 , 54 8 .
M ir s h a b  194, 477 .
M irz a s  2 1 0 .
M irz a  A b d u l  K h a d e r  (o r  K a d e r )  B e g  113. 
M irz a  U lu g  B e g  38 6 .
M irz a  B id i l  38 9 .

N a d i r  S h a h  6 2 , 148.
N a ig u f, k i s h la k  of, 35. 
N a is a ta s h ,  p a s s  of, 8 , 18. 
N a k i s h b e n d i  41 9 .
N ä m a s  2 2 5 , 376 .
N a n d a g a n ,  r a v in e  of, 61. 
N a rc o tic s  4 5 2 , 4 6 5 —4 6 6 . 
N a rk is h -K a la , fo rt re s s  of, 182. 
N a r s h a k h i  508 .
N a s r  M e h e m m e d  K h a n  509. 
N a s ru lla h  .5 3 8 .

O b i-D ik h a n  o r  O b i-D ik h a n -d a ry a , s o u rc e  of 
S u rk h a n -d a ry a ,  5 5 .

O b i- ta g h a s a n  c h a in , 48.
O d u d y , g la c ie r  of, 83 , 90.
O d u d y ,  p a s s  of, 29.
O ffic ia ls  5 7 4 .

O in d je  2 1 4 .
O ld  w is e  w o m e n  450.
O p a ls  530 .
O p iu m , d r in k in g  of, 465 .

M o h a m e d  S h a h  of K h a re s m  5 0 9 .
M o k a n n a  368 .
M o le -c r ic k e ts  26 0 .
M o o n -r in g s  26 7 .
M o o rc ro f t  12.
M o ra in e s  95.
M o s q u e s  3 7 0 — 382.
M o s q u ito e s  3 6 , 178 , 24 0 .
M o u n ta in  B o k h a ra  5.

D e s c r ip t io n  of, 6 — 68.
J o u rn e y  t h r o u g h  p a r t  of, 6 8 — 140.

M o u n ta in  p a n th e r  2 2 , 2 7 5 .
M o u n ta in  T a d j ik s  2 2 . •

M u d a rr is  386 .
M u k h a u , m d h a u  o r  m a k a u ,  4 4 5 , 44 6 .
M u k s u  v a lle y  136.
M u lb e r r ie s  7 5 , 108 , 12 9 , 193.
M u lb e r ry - tre e , 49 9 .
M u lla h - ja la h  386.
M u lla h - ja la l  386 .
M u lla h s  210.
M u n s h i  A b d u l  S u b h a n  13 , 74.
M u ra  p a s s  4 6 , 49.
M u rg h a b  r iv e r ,  m id d le  c o u rs e  o f  V a r ta n g  r iv e r ,  

13, 2 8 .
M u rk h a n ,  r a v in e  of, 118 .
M u s ic  456.
M u ssa f fa r -e d d in  5 1 0 .
M u s sa ffa r  E d d in  A b d u l  K h a n  150. 
M u s sa -b a s a r ,  k i s h la k  o f, 5 0 .

N.

N a u ru s  367.
N e c k la c e s  482.
N e m e ts ,  k is h la k  of, 131 . 
N e u h a u s  174.
N e w  B o k h a ra , to w n  of, 5 0 2 . 
N ig h t in g a le  27 8 .
N o g a is  242.
N o n  458 .
N o n -Z iy a fa t  385.
N o s - k a d u h s  4 6 4 , 46 5 . 
N u ra - ta u  m o u n ta in s  3.

o.

O p iu m -s m o k e r  465 . 
O rc h a rd s  49 8 . 
O rm u z d  203.
O t t e r  27 7 . 
O v e r - tro u s e rs  47 2 . 
O v is  K a re lin i 273. 
O v is  P o li  122, 272 . 
O x ia n a  p a lu s  141. 
O x - ta i ls  241 .



P a d d le - s te a m e r s  174.
P a k s h i f  p a s s  43 , 44.
P a l la s t  53 2 .
P a m ir  4 , 7.

P a m ir , k n o w le d g e  of, 9 — 14.
P a m ir , t r a v e ls  in , 9 — 14.
P a m ir  D a r y a  2.
P a n d s h  r iv e r  75, 76, 77,  8 2 , 83 , 112.
P a n d s h  r iv e r :

D e s c r ip t io n  of, to  K a la i V a m a r  a n d  V a r ta n g  
2 6 - 2 8 .

D e s c r ip t io n  o f, f ro m  K a la i V a m a r  t o  K a la i 
K h u m b , 3 0 — 3 1.

D e s c r ip t io n  of, f ro m  K a la i K h u m b  to  t h e  
V a k h s , 3 5 — 38.
P o p u la t io n  o f v a lle y  of, 31.
T r ib u ta r ie s  of, 2 7 , 37.
V a lle y  o f , 2 7 , 3 0 — 31, 3 3 .

P a n d s h b e g i  4 9 2 .

P a n d s h a k e n t ,  to w n  of, 143.
P a ra v a n a ts h i  128.
P a r s e e  r e l ig io n  367 .
P a r t r id g e  27 8 .
P a tk ,  k n o t  of, 31.

P a t ta - h is s a r  o r  P a t ta -g u s a r ,  f e rry  of, 5 9 , 62 . 
P a t ta  K u m , d e s e r t  of, 57.
P e a c h  12 9 , 2 0 0 , 2 0 5 , 499 .
P e a k  Z a r i tz a  M a ria  14.
P e a r  2 2 , 8 2 , 129 , 26 9 .
P e rs ia n , d ia le c ts  of, 78.
P e s t  K a d a m  38 6 .
P e r io k h ta u  2 9 .

P e te r  t h e  G r e a t  o r  P e r io k h ta u ,  g la c ie r  of, 6 .

Q .

Q u ic k -s a n d  5 , 107, 161.
Q u y i  H a u li ,  p a la c e  of, 554 , 556 .

R.
R aces  2 8 1 — 302.
R a ilw a y  3 4 0 .
R a is  2 0 4 , 3 9 1 — 39 2 , 492 .
R a m a n k u l I n a k  246 .
R a m a sa n  38 5 .

R a m a tin  5 0 6 , 5 0 8 .
R a n g  13.
R a n g h a ,  s e e  S y r  D a ry a , 7.
R a n g k u l, la k e  of, 7, 8.
R a s p b e rr ie s  2 3 , 269 .
R a u m it-d a ry a , s o u rc e  o f  K a f irn ih a n , 52. 
R e b i- Ib n -u l-H a r ith  366 .
R e d - s h a n k s  27 8 .
R e d s h f e n d u n  506 .

R e e d -k a b rs  4 2 4 .
R e g a r , to w n  of, 56.
R e in h a rd t ,  P e te r ,  44 2 , 503 .

P e t ro  A le x a n d ro w s k , to w n  o f, 3, 189, 242. 
P h e a s a n ts  36 , 150.
P h y s ic ia n s  4 4 1 , 449 .
P ie s  446 .
P ig e o n s  120.

P ik  K a u fm a n n  41.
P ik  N a s h p u rk a m ts h ,  p e a k  of, 39.
P i lla u  46 0 .

P is ta c h io  129, 2 6 9 , 270 .
P i r  39 3 .
P i r ä n  467.

P la n ts ,  c u lt iv a te d ,  48 6 , 4 9 5 — 501.
P la ta n e s  144, 270.
P lo u g h  ( sa b ä n )  494 .
P o c k e ts  467 .

P o ly tim e tu s ,  s a m e  a s  S e ra fs h a n , 141. 
P o m e g ra n a te s  104, 110, 49 9 .
P o p la rs  8 8 , 144, 269 .
P o p p ie s  496.

P o ru s h a s p a ,  f a th e r  o f  Z a ra th u s tr a ,  142. 
P o u l try  111.

P re v e n ta tiv e s ,  s u p e rs t it io u s ,  a g a in s t  a ll k in d s  
o f s ic k n e s s , 449 .

P r is o n s  30 3 , 336 .
P ro v e rb ,  B o k h a ra n , 46 8 .
P toIem aB us 9.
P ra y e r -c a rp e ts  373.
P u b l ic  k i tc h e n s  33 4 .
P u b l ic  r e a d e r s  434 .

P u l- i - sa n g i ,  b r id g e  a c ro s s  S u rk h a b -V a k h s , 42. 
P u m p k in s  144 , 497 .
P y ra m id ic a l  p o p la r  22 .

Q u in c e  129, 499 .

R e lig io n  36 5 , 370 . 
R e lig io n s :

A v e s ta  7, 142, 36 2 . 
B u d d h is m  11, 36 6 , 50 6 . 
P a r s e e  367 .
S h iite s  36 9 , 40 6 . 
S u n n ite s  3 6 9 , 406 . 

R h a s ta  203 , 3 0 6 , 338 . 
R h a s ta  S e r g e ra n  529. 
R h e u m a tis m  447.
R ib äb  4 3 8 , 43 9 .
R ice  144, 21 7 , 49 5 . 
R ic h th o fe n  172.
R ic k e ts  447 .
R id in g  a n im a ls  3 5 2 — 364. 
R ig is ta n  536.
R in g s , f in g e r , 474 .



R iv e r - c ro s s in g s  in  t h e  le v e l  c o u n try  3 4 9 — 35 0 . 
R o a d s :

D e s e r t ,  3 4 5 — 34 6 ,

In  t h e  l e v e l  c o u n try ,  3 4 2 — 343.
In  t h e  o a s e s ,  3 4 7 — 34 9 .
M o u n ta in ,  3 4 3 — 34 5 .
S te p p e ,  3 4 6 — 34 7 .

R o lle r  2 5 8 , 27 7 .

S a d d le - b a g s  52 9 .
S a d d le r s  20 6 , 52 8 .
S a g h n a u  r iv e r  46.

S a g r y d a s h t ,  p a s s  of, 3 9 , 118 , 120.
Sai'd  o r  S a 'it 39 4 .

S a 'it A b d u l  A k h a d  (A c h a d )  12, 175 , 51 0 . 
S a k e s  142.
S a k h -o b  p a s s  48.

S a llä  4 6 8 .
S a lo m o n  117.
S a l t  4 9 5 .
S a l t- f ie ld s  5.
S a l t  s t e p p e s  160.

S a m a r k a n d - ta u  m o u n ta in s  3, 48, 5 0 — 5 2. 
S a m ts h a  o r  s a n d a la k  233.
S a n a ts h  o r  S a n a ä ts h  80.
S a n b u s y  46 2 .
S a n d th o rn  26 9 .
S a n g a n a k tj i  48.

S a n g - g a r d a k ,  t r ib u ta ry  of S u rk h a n ,  5 7 , 60. 
S a rd a - i -m io n a ,  s o u rc e  o f  K a f irn ih a n , 4 8 , 52 . 
S a rd y m , k is h la k  of, 18.
S a rf  3 8 6 .
S a r ip u l ,  k i s h la k  of, 38.
S a ry -a s s iy a , to w n  of, 56.
S a ry  K a m y s h  159.
S a ry ju i ,  to w n  of, 56, 67.
S a s h a r ,  k is h la k  of, 72.
S a s s a n id e s  43 2 , 506 , 508 .
S a s s ik k u l ,  la k e  of, 8.
S a v is ta n - ta u  3 9 , 42.
S a x a o u l  161.
S c o rp io n s  24 , 36, 131, 260 .
S c y th ia n s  142.
S e a l 53 0 .
S e id  H a id a r  T ö re  510.
S e i li -G u l- i-S u rk h  420 .
S e is , k is h la k  of, 16.
S e is ta n  104 .
Se'it E s f e n d ie r  tu rn  200.
S e la m  539.

S e n g i r -b u la k ,  k is h la k  of, 46.
S e p u lc h ra l  C h a m b e rs  432.
S e r a f s h a n :

M o u n ta in s  of, 3, 144.
O a s is  o f  B o k h a ra  o n , 145.
R ise  of, 143.
R iv e r  of, 4 , 141, 487 .
T r ib u ta r ie s  of, 144.

R o se s  22, 102, 26 9 .
R o s h a n  26.

R o s h a n  m o u n ta in s  2 9 , 90.
R o y a l t ig e r  274 .
R u b ie s  53 0 .

R u d - i-C h a p u rg a m , c a n a l  of, 506 . 
R u s s ia n  p a d d le - s te a m e r s  158. 
R u s te m s  P ia la l  4 1 6 .

s.
S e ra is  302 .
S e ra i A b d u l la h -K h a n  5 6 0 .
S e ra i B i r in d s h  56 0 .
S e ra i G e l im ja n  56 0 .
S e ra i H a z re ti  A m ir  5 6 0 .
S e ra i H in d i  560 .
S e ra i T a m a k u  5 6 0 .
S e rp e n ts  27 9 .
S e s a m e  49 5 .

S h a h  A b b a s  of P e r s ia  50 9 .

S h a h a r  o r  S h a h a r- i-S e b b s ,  to w n  of, 5, 65 , 567 . 
S h a h a r- i -G u lg u la ,  r u in s  of, 5 8 .
S h a h r - s h a h r  48.
S h a i ta n  367 .
S h a k h d a r r a  r iv e r :

D e s c r ip t io n  o f, 14— 15.
F a ll  of, 14.
V a lle y  of, 15— 17, 2 2 , 26.
L a k e s  n e a r ,  17.
B r id g e s  on , 18.

S h a m g h u n  P a ig a m b a r  2 2 7 .
S h a r ia t  489 .
S h a w l 48 2 .
S h e ib a n id e s  509 .
S h e ik - i-S h a ra b  23 7 .
S h e ik s  3 9 2 — 393.
S h e h rb e d e n ,  p a la c e  of, 5 5 4 , 558 .
S h ib a rg a n , to w n  of, 6 2 .
S h ie ld  477.
S h i ite s  36 9 , 406.
S h ik a i,  fo r tre s s  of, 3 7 .

S h ira b a d  o r  S h e h r -a b a d ,  to w n  of, 6 0 , 6 1 , 572 . 
S h ira b a d -d a ry a  r iv e r  6 0 — 61.
S h i rb i r in d s h  46 1 .

S h irg a v a t ,  p a s s  o f, 3 5 .
S h ir in  463.
S h itk a r ,  p a s s  of, 15.
S h iv a  la k e  73.
S h iv a  p la te a u  73 .
S h o e s  480.
S h u b h e h  392 .
S h u g n a n  27.

S h u g n a n ,  R o sh an , D a rv a s  a n d  K a ra te g in ,  jo u r ­
n e y  in , 6 8 — 140.

S h u m ra k h n a  4 8 .
S h u rp a  4 6 1 .
S h u ry a n , r o c k -s a lt  in , 5 4 .
S h u tu r  p a s s  49.
S ia h -k u h  o r  S iy a k  p a s s  5 6 .



S ia p o s h  3 0 5 .

S ib i i i s h a  4 4 6 .

S ic k ,  t h e ,  4 4 1 .

S ig d i - d a r y a ,  t r i b u t a r y  o f  K a i i r n i h a n ,  5 3 . 

S i l k  c u l t u r e  144 .

S i l k w o r m  4 9 9 .

S i lo «  3 9 3 .

S i l v e r  c y l i n d e r s  4 8 2 .

S in d a n  3 3 6 .

S i r - K h o r o k ,  v i l l a g e  o f ,  2 3 , 2 4 .

S l e d g e s  1 2 5 .

S in a i l - p o x  4 4 4 ,  4 4 5 .

S m i t h  5 2 8 .
S m o c k  4 7 9 .

S n a k e s  3 6 .

S n ip e  2 7 8 .

S o g d  o r  S s u g h d h a ,  s a m e  a s  B o k h a r a ,  7. 

S o g d i a n a  9 ,  1 4 6 .

S o lo t s k y ,  C a p t a i n ,  6 8 ,  6 9 .

S o r b u k h ,  t r i b u t a r y  o f  S u r k h a b ,  4 1 , -14- 4 5 . 

S o r k u l  o r  V i c t o r i a  L a k e  8 .

S o u p ?  4 5 4 .

S p id e r s  3 6 ,  1 7 8 , 28D.

S p r i n g  2 5 0 — 2 5 3 .

S p r i n g s  3 3 3 .

S s e l ta u  3 9 .

S s ip a r - H a m a d a n ,  p a s s  o f, 3 8 ,  3 9 . 

S ta r a m ä k A s ä ,  p a l a c e  o f ,  5 5 4 ,  5 5 6 .  

S ta t e - p r i s o n  ( s i n d a n )  5 3 8 .

S t e p p e  B o k h a r a  5 , 141 — 1 5 9 .

S te p p e  w o l f  2 7 5 .

S t i l t - p l o v e r s  2 4 6 ,  2 7 8 .

S to c k i n g s  4 7 3 .

T a d j ik s  2 0 , 3 1 ,  3 4 , 3 5 , 3 7 , 4 5 , 5 2 . 74 , 8 0 , 8 4 , 8 9 , 

1 0 8 , i l ( ) ,  1 2 4 , 1 2 8 , 1 3 4 , 1 3 5 , 2 4 2 , 2 8 4 - - 2 9 0 .  

T a d j i k  p r i n c e  120 .

T a d j ik  s h e p h e r d s  8 8 .

T a i r d y  m o u n t a i n s  62 .

T a i r - s u  m o u n t a i n s  3 9 .

T a i z ib  3 8 6 .

T a k h t a - k a r a t s h a  p a s s  51 .

T a k h t a - k o r u m ,  p a s s  o f, 29 .

T a ld v k ,  p a s s  o f. 1 3 9 .

T a m a r i s k  1 6 1 , 1 SO, 1 8 2 , 2 2 6 .  2 4 0 , 2 6 8 . 

T a m b o n r in e - b e a t e r s  4 3 8 .

T a m b u r r  4 3 9 .

T a m e r l a n  1 8 3 .

T a n a b  n r  T a n a p  2 0 2 ,  4 9 1 .

T a n y n i a s  r i v e r ,  t r i b u t a r y  o f  V a r t a n g ,  2 8 . 

T a r a n t u l a e  2 6 0 .

T a s h - k a l a n ,  r a v in e  o f ,  6 8 .

T a s h - k u r g a n ,  f o r t r e s s  o i ,  2 8 , 6 3 .

T a s h - h a v l y  2 1 3 .

T e a - d e a l e r s  2 0 6 .

T e b b a d  2 5 6 .

T c k a r v i ,  p a s s  o f, 3 5 .

T e k k e - T u r k o m a n s  1 9 6 .

S to d d a r i  3 3 7 .

S to r k s  2 7 8 .
S t r a b o  9.

S tr a w - f a n  2 5 9 .

S t r e e t - p r e a c h c r  3 9 9 .
S t r u m a  8 4 , 108 , 2 6 0 .

S u  170.

S u h h a n k u l i  K h a n  5 0 9 .

S lid  4 6 1 .

S u g h d h a  1 4 2 .

S i : l t a n - M b 5 ,  m o u n t a i n s  o f, 2 2 2 , 2 3 9 .

S u h ir n a r t  m o u n t a i n s  4 3 .

S u m m e r  2 5 3 - - 2 6 3 .

S u n d u k ly ,  o a s i s  o f, 1 4 6 .

S u n f lo w e r s  108 .

S u n g u r  K i::, s a l t - l a k e  c f ,  1 4 6 .
S u n m s m  3 6 9 .

S u n n i t e s  4 0 6 .

S u r g i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  4 4 2 .

S u r k h a b - V a k h s  r i v e r  4 1 , 1 2 6 , 130 . 

S u r k h a b - V a k h s  v a l le y ,  p o p u l a t i o n  i r ,  4 5 . 

S u lu m a r t  m o u n t a i n s  4 3 .

S '. ir k ! '.a n - d a rv a , l a s t  t r i b u t a r y  o f A in u - D a r v a ,  

5 5 -  -5 9 .

L e n g t h  a n d  fa ll  o f ,  5 5 .

V a l l e y  o f  5 8 .

S u m a i  4 3 8 .

S u s s i  K a r a ta u  m o u n t a i n s  3 .

S u t s h a n ;

R iv e r  o f, 14 , 23 .

V a l l e y  o f ,  2 6 .

S w e e ts  '4 6 3 .

S y p h i l i s  4 4 6 .

т.

T e n g a - q o r a r r ,  k i s h la k  o f, 6 7 .

T e r m e d h ,  r u in s  o f, 5 8 .

T e r m e z  5 0 9 .

T e v i 'd a r r a ,  k i s h la k  o f, 4 0 .

T c v iid a rr« * , p a s s  o f, 1 1 9 . 1 2 0 .

T ig e r  3 6 .

T im - ta n  4 8 .

T im u r  6 2 , 1 4 8 , 3 6 9 , 5 0 9 .

T im u r id c s  5 0 9 .
T i t le s  5 7 8 .

T o b a c c o  8 2 .  1 0 8 , 1 2 9 , 1 4 4 , 2 1 7 ,  4 6 5 , 4 9 7 , 5 2 0 . 

T o d c v a  K h a n  2 3 6 .

T o g a i s  2 2 2 .

T o k e l e - t j o k t ,  s o u r c e  c f  S h a k h d a r r a ,  14.

T o k h  4 0 1 ,  5 1 3 .

T o k u s - b u l a k ,  t r i b u t a r y  o f  G u n d ,  14, 17, 19. 

T o m a to e s  5 0 0 .

T o m b s  2 0 2 , 4 0 1 - - 4 3 2 .

T o p a n d s h a  4 7 8 .

T o r to i s e s  3 6 , 2 8 0 .

T o w e r  o f  t h e  D e a d  4 1 6 ,  5 1 2 ,  5 4 8 .

T o w n s  5 0 2  —5 7 3 .

T o w n - w a l l s  3 1 8 .

T r a n s p o r t  3 4 0 — 3 6 4 .



T r e a s u r y  3 2 6 .

T r o m b o n e s  3 7 4 .

T r o u s e r s  4 6 7 ,  4 8 1 .

T s h a k  4 9 0 .

T s h a r - K i t a b  3 8 9 .

T s h a s h m a  H a f i s a n  6 8 .

T s h a s h m a  o r  T s h e s m e ,  r a v in e  o f ,  6 7 .  

T s h i r a k t s h i  o r  C h i r a k t s h i ,  o a s i s  o f ,  6 6 . 

T s h o r a b - d a r r a ,  r i v e r  o f ,  3 8 . 

T s h u s h k a - g u s a r ,  f e r r y  o f ,  6 2 — 6 4 .

T u r a l y  D j i l g a ,  t r i b u t a r y  o f  S h a k h d a r r a ,  1 5 . 

T u r b a n  4 6 8 .

T u r k e s t a n  r a n g e  1 4 4 .

T u r k o m a n s  3 7 ,  2 9 5 .

T u r n e r s  5 2 5 .

T u r n i p s  1 2 9 .

T u r p a k  1 7 0 .

T u r p a k  K a la  3 .

T u r p a l a n ,  t r i b u t a r y  o f  S u r k h a n ,  5 6 .  

T u r q u o i s e s  5 3 0 .

T u r u m t a i - k u l ,  l a k e  o f, 1 5 , 1 7 . 

T u s k u l ,  l a k e  o f, 8 .

T u t - k a u l  4 2 .

T y p e s  2 8 1 — 3 0 2 .

T y p h u s  4 4 6 .

T y u b e k ,  k i s h l a k  o f ,  3 6 .

U i g u r i c  k i n g s  5 0 9 .

U k h r i  4 8 9 .

U l k h u n - t a g h  m o u n t a i n s  6 5 .

u.

U s b e g s  3 7 ,  4 5 ,  5 5 ,  5 9 ,  1 2 8 , 1 5 0 , 1 8 1 , 2 0 2 , 

2 3 0 ,  2 4 2 ,  2 9 0 — 2 9 3 .

Ü t s h  t e p e  1 8 7 .

U z u n  M i n a r  2 0 0 ,  2 0 8 .

V a k h a n  1 2 , 2 0 .

V a k h s  m o u n t a i n s  3 9 ,  4 0 .

V a k h s  r i v e r  4 0 — 4 6 .

R is e  o f ,  4 0 .

V a k h s ,  t r i b u t a r i e s  o f ,  4 3 .

V a k h s h u  o r  V a k s h u  1 4 6 .

V a k u f  4 8 9 ,  4 9 1 .

V a n d s h  g l a c i e r  9 5 .

V a n d s h  m o u n t a i n s  6 , 3 4 ,  1 0 4 .

V a n d s h ,  o u t l e t  o f ,  3 4 .

V a n d s h  r i v e r  3 2 , 3 3 , 1 0 2 , 1 0 7 .

V a n d s h  r i v e r ,  b r i d g e s  o n ,  3 4 .

V a n d s h  r i v e r ,  t r i b u t a r i e s  o f ,  3 4 .

V a r t a n g  r i v e r  1 3 , 2 8 — 3 0 , 8 0 .

V e g e t a t i o n  2 6 8 — 2 7 1 .

A c a c i a s  1 4 4 .

A l m o n d s  8 2 , 2 7 0 ,  5 0 0 .

A m m o d e n d r o n  1 6 9 .

A p p l e s  2 2 ,  8 2 ,  1 2 9 , 2 0 0 ,  2 0 5 ,  2 6 9 ,  4 9 9 .  

A p r i c o t s  8 2 , 1 0 8 , 1 2 9 , 1 9 3 , 2 0 0 , 2 6 9 ,  3 0 8 .  

A s p  2 6 9 .
B a r b e r r y  2 2 .

B a r l e y  8 2 ,  1 4 4 , 4 9 5 .

B i r c h  8 8 ,  2 6 9 .

B i r i n d s h  4 6 0 .

B la c k c u r r a n t  2 2 ,  2 6 9 .

C a b b a g e  1 2 9 .

C a m e l t h o r n  1 6 1 , 1 8 5 .

C h e r r i e s  4 9 9 .

C le m a t i s  1 6 , 2 2 .

C o t t o n  8 2 ,  1 0 8 , 1 2 9 , 1 4 4 , 2 0 4 ,  4 9 6 . 

C u r r a n t  2 2 .

D j i g d a  2 7 0 .

D u r r a  1 4 4 , 2 2 9 ,  4 9 5 .

E l m s  1 4 4 .

F ig s  8 2 ,  4 9 9 .

G o o s e b e r r y  2 6 9 .

v.
G r a p e s  2 0 0 ,  2 0 5 ,  5 0 0 .

G u i n e a - p e p p e r  4 5 2 ,  5 0 1 .

H a l i m o d e n d r o n  1 5 0 .

H e m p  1 2 9 , 4 9 6 .

H ip p o p h a S  8 8 ,  1 5 0 , 1 8 5 , 2 6 9 .

H o n e y s u c k l e  8 8 ,  2 6 9 .

J u n i p e r  2 2 ,  8 8 ,  1 0 2 , 2 6 9 .

L u c e r n e  8 2 ,  1 2 9 , 1 4 4 , 2 1 7 ,  4 9 5 .

M a p l e  2 6 9 ,  2 7 0 .

M e lo n s  1 2 9 , 1 4 4 , 2 0 5 ,  2 1 7 ,  4 9 7 .

M i l l e t  8 2 ,  1 2 9 , 4 9 6 .

M u lb e r r ie s  7 5 , 1 0 8 ,  1 2 9 ,  1 9 3 , 4 9 9 .

P e a c h  1 2 9 , 2 0 0 ,  2 0 5 ,  4 9 9 .

P e a r  2 2 , 8 2 , 1 2 9 , 2 6 9 .

P l a t a n e s  1 4 4 , 2 7 0 .

P o m e g r a n a t e s  1 0 4 , 1 1 0 , 4 9 9 .

P o p l a r s  8 8 , 1 4 4 , 2 6 9 .

P o p p ie s  4 9 6 .

P u m p k i n s  1 4 4 , 4 9 7 .

P y r a m i d i c a l  p o p l a r  2 2 .

Q u i n c e  1 2 9 , 4 9 9 .

R a s p b e r r i e s  2 3 ,  2 6 9 .

R ic e  1 4 4 , 4 9 5 .

R o s e s  2 2 , 1 0 2 , 2 6 9 .

S a n d t h o r n  2 6 9 .

S a x a o u l  1 6 1 .

S e s a m e  4 9 5 .

S u n f lo w e r s  1 0 8 .

T a m a r i s k  1 6 1 , 1 8 0 , 1 8 2 ,  2 2 6 ,  2 4 0 ,  2 6 8 .  

T o b a c c o  8 2 , 1 0 8 , 1 2 9 ,  1 4 4 , 2 1 7 ,  4 6 5 , 4 9 7 ,  5 2 0 .  
T o m a t o e s  5 0 0 .

V e r m u th  b u s h e s  6 3 .

V e t c h e s  4 9 6 .

W a l n u ts  8 2 ,  1 2 9 , 2 6 9 ,  3 0 8 .

W a t e r - m e lo n  4 9 7 .

W h e a t  8 2 , 1 4 4 , 4 9 5 .

W i l d b r i a r  2 6 9 .



W i l d  m u l b e r r y  2 6 9 .  

W i l d  r o s e s  8 8 .  

W i l l o w s  8 8 , - 1 0 2 ,  2 6 9 .  

V e h r u d  1 4 8 .

V e r a n d a  3 1 2 .  

V e r d a n - K h u d a t  5 0 6 .

W a l n u t s  8 2 ,  1 2 9 , 2 6 9 .  

W a l n u t - t r e e  3 0 8 .
W a t e r ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f ,  4 9 1 .  

W a t e r f a l l s  1 1 2 . 

W a t e r - m e lo n  4 9 7 .

W e a s e l s  2 7 7 .

W h e a t  8 2 ,  1 4 4 , 4 9 5 .

W i ld  b o a r  3 6 ,  1 5 0 , 2 7 7 .

Y ä k h  4 6 4 .

Y a g h n o b  r i v e r  4 6 ,  4 7 .

Y a g h n o b  v a l l e y  4 4 ,  4 8 .  

Y a k k a b a g h - d a r y a  r i v e r  6 6 .  
Y a k k a b a g h ,  t o w n  o f , 6 7 .

Y a k - o x  3 6 3 — 3 6 4 .

Y a r k h i t s h  g l a c i e r  1 4 3 .

Y a s h g u la m  r i v e r  2 9 ,  3 1 — 3 2 , 3 3 . 

B r i d g e s  o n ,  3 2 .

Z a n k u  1 3 4 .

Z a r a t h u s t r a ,  s e e  Z o r o a s t e r ,  1 4 2 . 

Z i a - e d d i n ,  t o w n  o f , 5 7 3 . 

Z i r - i - Z a m i n ,  r a v in e  o f ,  14 .

V e r e k h s h e h  5 0 6 .  

V e n e r i c  d i s e a s e s  1 9 1 . 

V e r m u t h  b u s h e s  6 3 . 

V i a d m e  1 4 6 . 

V o r u k a s h a  3 6 2 .

w.
W i l d b r i a r  2 6 9 .

W i ld  c a t s  2 7 7 .

W i ld  m u l b e r r y  2 6 9 . 

W i ld  r o s e s  8 8 . 

W i l l o w s  8 8 ,  1 0 2 , 2 6 9 . 

W i n t e r  2 6 5 -  2 6 7 . 

W o o d ,  J o h n ,  12. 

W o m e n ’s  f i n e r y  5 2 9 .

Y.

Y a s h g u la m  v a l l e y  9 6 .

Y a s h g u la m  v a l l e y ,  p o p u l a t i o n  in ,  9 4 . 

Y a s h i l k u l  l a k e  2 , 8 , 2 5 .

Y a s h m a s h i t  3 7 9 .

Y o e m a n ta l  8 .

Y o m u t  1 8 6 , 2 3 0 ,  2 4 0 .

Y u e ts h i  9

Y u r ts h i ,  t o w n  o f , 5 6 ,  5 7 ,  6 7 .

z.

Z iy a f a t  4 3 4 .

Z o r o a s t e r  3 6 5 .

Z o r o a s t e r ,  d o c t r i n e  o f ,  1 2 4 .






